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PREFACE. 

THE  farther  we  proceed  in  our  Undertaking, 
the  greater  reafon  do  we  find  to  exprefs  our 
gratitude  for  the  eminent  fuccefs  with  which  our  en¬ 
deavours  to  pleafe  the  Public  have  been  honoured. 
An  encouragement  fo  flattering  holds  out  to  us  the 
ftrongefi;  motive  for  continuing  our  folicitude  to  merit 
the  general  approbation ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
purchafers  of  the  Sixth  Volume  of  the  New  Annual 
Regifter  will  have  no  reafon  to  complain  that  we  have 
failed  of  our  accuftomed  affiduity  and  diligence  We 
truft  that  the  different  departments  of  the  work  will 
fpeak  for  themfelves,  and  jufiify  our  expectation  of 
enjoying  the  fame  favourable  reception  which  we 
have  hitherto  experienced. 

In  tracing  the  progrefs  of  Knowledge,  Literature,, 
and  Tafie,  in  Great  Britain,  we  have  been  obliged  s 
fo  far  as  we  have  already  gone,  to  travel  through  a 
comparatively  barren  country,  which  afforded  only  a 

few 
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few  fpots  that  were  fruitful  and  pleafant.  That  part 
of  our  courfe  is  now  completed.  The  next  Volume 
will  condutl  us  to  the  revival  of  learning,  and  will 
gradually  lead  us  on  to  profpe&s  highly  rich,  various, 
and  delightful. 

While  Europe  continues  at  peace,  our  attention 
mull  principally  be  dire&ed  to  the  parliamentary  and 
domeftic  hiflory  of  thefe  kingdoms.  We  have  not, 
however,  been  negle&ful  of  foreign  affairs,  which 

are  fufficiently  interefling  to  deferve  a  ferious  con- 

*  _ _ 

temptation.  There  are  circumftances  in  the  ftate  of 
things  abroad,  which  might  ferve  to  exercife  the  fa- 
gacity,  and  to  excite  the  conjedures,  of  the  politi¬ 
cian  and  the  philofopher  with  regard  to  their  confe- 
q uences.  But  it  is  not  fo  much  our  bufinefs  to  af- 
fume  the  charader  of  prophets,  as  to  be  faithful  and 
intelligent  narrators  of  fubfifting  fads,  and  explain¬ 
ers,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  of  the  principles  and  caufes 
from  which  they  proceed. 

The  mifcellaneous  department  of  our  work  is  more 
copious  than  ever ;  and  perhaps  we  have,  in  this  re- 
fped,  been  guilty  of  an  excefs.  But  fuch  a  number 
of  valuable  papers  called  for  admittance,  that  we 
knew  hot  how  to  rejed  them  ;  and  yet  we  have 
omitted  many  that  were  highly  deferving  of  being  in¬ 
ferred.  Such  has  been  the  merit  of  the  produdions 
of  the  year.  The  diverfified  extrads  with  which  our 
Volumes  abound,  do  not  only  render  them  more  in- 
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ftrudive  and  entertaining,  but,  in  conjundion  with 

our  annual  accounts  of  Domeftic  Literature,  will  af- 
* 

certain,  from  time  to  time,  the  date  of  genius,  know¬ 
ledge,  and  learning,  in  this  country  ;  a  fubjed  on 
which  affertions  are  frequently  made  that  are  by  no 
means  the  refult  of  an  accurate  and  candid  invefti- 
gation. 

Though  we  have  reafon  to  congratulate  ourfelves 
on  the  comparative  early  appearance  of  the  prefent 
Volume,  we  acknowledge  that  it  is  one  month  later 
than  was  agreeable  to  our  intentions  and  wifhes* 
This  defed  it  is  our  purpofe  to  remedy  on  future  oc- 
cafions. 
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S  HORT  VIEW 

•  OF  THE 

STATE  OF  KNOWLEDGE, 
LITERATURE,  AND  TASTE, 

IN  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

From  the  Accession  of  King  Henry  the  Fourth,  to  the  Ac¬ 
cession  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh. 


IN  our  lafi:  Number,  we  had  the  pleafure  of  recording 
fome  confiderable  improvements  with  regard  to  the  ftate 
of  knowledge,  literature,  and  take,  in  Great  Britain, 
Wickliffe  had  boldly  advanced  to  an  uncommon  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  thinking  in  religious  matters,  and  Chaucer  had 
dif played  a  vein  of  poetry  rich  and  new  in  this  country. 
From  fuch  beginnings  important  confequences  might  have 
been  expected;  and  the  writings  of  thefe  eminent  men 
mufl  have  had  no  fmall  effedi  on  the  minds  of  many  indi¬ 
viduals.  The  opinions  of  Wickliffe  appear  to  have  been 
embraced  by  a  larger  number  of  perfons  than  dared  to 
avow  them ;  and  the  admirers  of  Chaucer  could  not  avoid 
having  their  underftandtngs  and  their  tafte  improved  by  a 
perufal  of  his  various  works. 

Still,  however,  the  progrefs  of  knowledge  was  far  infe¬ 
rior  to  what,  from  aufpices  fo  favourable  to  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  refinement  of  the  human  faculties,  might  ration- 
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ally  have  been  preclided.  In  fa6l,  the  period  we  are  now 
treating  of,  is  one  of  the  moil  difgraceful,  with  refpedl  to 
the  fubjecft  before  us,  that  can  be  found  in  the  hiftory  of 
England.  It  affords  but  few  literary  fads  and  characters 
on  which  we  can  expatiate  with  much  fatisfadion.  Seve¬ 
ral  eilTumftances  contributed  to  the  negled  of  learning  $ 
the  chief  of  which  undoubtedly  was  the  confufion  of  the 
times,  arifing  from  the  civil  wars  that  were  occafioned  by 
the  long  contefls  between  the  two  rival  ho.ufes  of  York  and 
Lancafter.  In  the  perpetual  tumult  and  din  of  arms,  and 
am  id  ft  the  deflations  that  were  fpread  through  the  king¬ 
dom,  little  opportunity  was  afforded  for  the  purfuits  of 
fcience,  and  the  culture  of  the  polite  arts.  Ignorance  and 
barbarity  obtained  new  triumphs  over  the  minds  of  our 
countrymen. 

But  previoufly  to  thefe  contefls,  knowledge  and  literature 
Bad  begun  to  decline.  Henry  the  Fourth,  at  his  acceffion 
to  the  crown,  was  underftood  to  be  friendly  to  the  fen  ti¬ 
me  nts  of  Wicldiffe.  But  the  confcience  of  this  monarch, 
like  that  of  mod  other  princes,  was  not  of  that  obftinate 
kind  which  refufed  to  bend  itfelf  to  political  views.  When 
he  conficlered  the  ftate  of  parties,  he  was  convinced  that 
nothing  could  fo  effectually  ftrengthen  his  claims  as  the 
fupport  of  the  clergy ;  and,  therefore,  he  determined  to 
comply  with  the  requifitions  of  the  great  ecclefiaftics,  how¬ 
ever  hoflile  thefe  requifitions  might  be  to  the  caufe  of  re¬ 
formation.  The  fevereft  treatment  of  the  advocates  for 
religious  improvements  was  the  price  of  the  church’s  fa¬ 
vour  ;  and  it  was  a  price  to  the  payment  of  which  Henry 
the  Fourth  readily  fubmitted. 

Through  the  influence  of  Arundel,  archbifhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  whole  character  wTas  deformed  by  fuperftition  and 
cruelty,  a  law  was  obtained  againft  the  Lollards,  by  which 
the  bifliops  were  authorifed  to  imprifon  all  perfons  fuf- 
pefled  of  he  rely  5  and  to  try  them  in  the  fpiritual  court. 
If  thefe  difcipies  of  Wickliffe  proved  either  obftinate  or 
relapfed  heretics,  the  ecclefiaftical  judge  was  to  call  the 
iheriff  of  the  county,  or  the  chief  civil  officer  of  the  town, 
to  be  prefen t  when  the  fentence  of  condemnation  was  pro¬ 
nounced  ; 
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bounced ;  upon  which  the  condemned  perfon  was  immedi¬ 
ately' to  he  delivered  to  the  fecular  magiftrate,  who  was  to 
caule  him  to  he"  burnt  to  death,  in  home  elevated  place,  in 
the  fight,  of  all  the  people.  This  ftatute,  which  is  lb  re¬ 
proachful  to  the  principles  and  manners  of  the  times,  was 
not  merely  an  act  of  denunciation,  but  was  inftantly  carried 
into  effeCt.  Upon  the  Itrength  of  it,  fir  William  S  a  wire, 
rector  of  St.  Ofwyth,  London,  was  brought  to  trial  before 
the  convocation  of  the  province  of  Canterbury,  at  St. 
Paul’s,  and  received  fentence  of  condemnation.  It  was  an 
honour  to  himfelf,  but  a  difgraee  to  his  country,  that  he 
was  the  firlt  perfon  in  England  who  was  burned  to  death 
for  the  adoption  of  fentiments  the  truth  of  which  is  now 
admitted  by  every  liberal  mind.  To  another  clergyman, 
William  Thorp,  whofe  learning  alone  would  have  entitled 
him  to  a  place  in  this  work,  archbifhop  Arundel  did  not 
carry  his  cruelty  quite  fo  far.  He  committed  him,  how¬ 
ever,  to  a  loath  forme  prifon,  the  horrors  of  which  probably 
Chortened,  as  well  as  embittered  his  days, 

Henry  the  Fifth,  brightly  as  his  name  fhines  on  other 
accounts,  was  in  the  fame  difgraceful  fituation  with  that  of 
his  father.  Indeed,  the  fcheme  he  had  formed  with  regard 
to  the  conqueft  of  France,  laid  him  under  a  greater  necef- 
fity  of  courting  the  clergy  than  Henry  the  Fourth  had  ever 
experienced;  and  the  bifhops  knew  how  to  avail  themfelves 
of  a  crifis  which  could  be  converted  to  the  farther 
eftablifliment  of  their  own  power,  and  to  the  fuppreffion  of 
a  free  enquiry  into  the  doCtrines  of  Chriftianity.  Secure  in 
the  protection  of  the  crown,  perfecution  now  took  a  bolder 
Fight,  and  made  an  attack  upon  fir  John  Oldcaftle,  lord 
Cobham,  the  molt  illuftrious  of  the  followers  of  WicklifFe. 
This  nobleman,  not  to  mention  his  other  eminent  quali¬ 
ties,  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  vigour  and  extent  of  his  in¬ 
tellectual  powers.  To  his  natural  parts  he  joined  all  the 
acquifitions  of  knowledge  and  learning  which  the  times  he 
lived  in  could  adminifter.  Jn  religion  he  attained  to  a  dig- 
nity  of  fentiment  which  would  not  be  a  difhonour  to  the 
prefent  age.  The  man  who  could  lay,  that  his  faith  was, 
<c  That  God  will  alk  no  more  of  a  Chriftian  in  this  life 
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than  to  obey  the  precepts  of  his  blefled  law  ”  and  that 
t€  if  any  prelate  of  the  church  reqmreth  more,  or  any 
other  kind  of  obedience,  he  contemnech  Thrift,  exalteth 
himfelf  above  God,  and  becometh  plainly  antichrift,” — the 
man  who  could  lay  this  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  muft  have  been  enlightened  far  beyond  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  his  contemporaries.  His  conduhl  in  avowing  his 
opinions  was  equally  open  and  manly  ;  and  he  maintained 
them  at  the  flake,  to  which,  after  feveral  years  of  fevere 
harraffment  and  perfecution,  he  was  at  length  brought  by 
the  bigotry  and  malice  of  his  enemies. 

While  the  abettors  of  Wickliffe’s  tenets  were  depreffed 
and  cruelly  treated  at  home,  it  is  home  honour  to  our  coun¬ 
try,  that  the  do6lrines  which  had  been  advanced  by  him 
contributed  to  the  diffufion  of  religious  knowledge  among 
foreign  nations.  Bohemia  was  the  kingdom  where  his  prin¬ 
ciples  were  the  mo  ft  zealoufly  and  extenfively  adopted,  and 
where  they  were  productive  of  effects  which  make  no  in- 
confiderable  figure  in  the  public  hiftory  of  Germany. 

Amiclft  the  ardour  of  the  prelates  for  the  fuppreflion  of 
novel  opinions,  and  for  impeding  the  progrefs  of  reforma¬ 
tion,  it  might  have  been  expe&ed  that  their  own  favourite 
fludy,  that  of  fcholaftic  theology,  would  have  been  vigo- 
roufly  purfued.  This  fpecies  of  divinity  was,  indeed,  cul¬ 
tivated  to  a  certain  degree  ;  but  it  did  not  appear  with  the 
fplendour  which  it  had  aflumed  in  former  ages.  INio  fuch 
luminaries  were  produced  as  had  heretofore  obtained  the 
moft  pompous  tides  :  there  were  no  perfons  who  attained 
the  appellations  of  irrefragable,  angelic,  or  feraphic  doctors. 
The  hifhops  chiefly  concerned  themfelves  in  fupporting  the 
general  pretenfions  of  the  church,  or  in  framing  canons  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  feparate  interefts.  As  to  the  dis¬ 
putes  which  were  carried  on  between  the  regular  and  fecu- 
lar  clergy,  they  are  of  too  little  confequence  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  in  a  hiftory  of  literature. 

There  was  one  prelate  whofe  mind  was  enlarged  above 
the  common  ftandard  of  his  brethren,  but  whofe  fortitude 
was  not  equal  to  his  knowledge.  This  was  Pococke,  bi- 
fhop  of  Chichefter,  who,  when  examined  before  archbifhop 
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Bourchier,  was  induced  to  renounce  the  rational  opinions 
he  had  embraced.  His  recantation,  however,  which, 
was  the  effect  of  allurement  and  terrour,  though  it  pre* 
ferved  his  life,  could  not  fecure  to  him  the  continuance  of 
his  exalted  dation.  He  was  deprived  of  his  fee,  and  was 
condemned  to  a  retirement,  perhaps  to  a  prifon,  in  which 
he  would  probably  reded  with  deep  concern  upon  the  ti* 
midity  of  his  condud. 

The  general  ignorance  and  barbarity  of  the  times  are 
marked  by  fever al  curious  and  driking  circumftances. 
When  the  heroic  Maid  of  Orleans  was  cruelly  put  to  death, 
the  judges,  in  their  condemnation  of  her,  were  influenced 
by  a  ferious  opinion  that  fhe  was  a  forcerefs,  and  a  wor- 
fhipper  of  the  devil.  Indeed,  the  infatuation  with  refped 
to  the  belief  of  witchcraft,  mu  ft  have  been  irreddible, 
when  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  fuch  a  didinguifhed  cha- 
rader  as  Humphrey,  duke  of  Gloucefter,  to  prevent  his 
duchefs  from  being  brought  to  an  open  trial,  and  fentenced 
to  a  public  penance  and  imprifonment  for  life,  upon  an  ae- 
cufation  of  this  kind.  But  all  this  will  appear  the  lefs  fur- 
prifmg,  when  we  are  informed,  that,  at  the  battle  of  Bar- 
net,  the  earl  of  Warwick's  forces  were  thrown  into  confu- 
fion  by  an  unhappy  miftake,  in  confequence  of  a  mid, 
which  was  believed  to  have  been  railed  by  friar  Bungy,  a 
reputed  magician.  In  fuch  a  deplorable  condition  of  the 
human  mind,  the  clergy  had  ample  encouragement  to 
fupprefs,  with  unrelenting  rigour,  the  fmallefl  attempts  at 
reformation,  and  to  bind  the  laity  ciofer  dill  in  the  chains 
of  abfurditv,  error,  and  fuperdition. 

The  date  of  learning  was  correfpondent  to  the  general 
darknefs  of  the  age.  Cornelius  Vitellius,  an  Italian,  who 
read  ledures  in  New  College  at  Oxford,  did  it  with  fo- lit¬ 
tle  effed,  that  no  traces  of  his  having  produced  any  lite¬ 
rary  improvement  have  fallen  within  the  compafs  of  our 
enquiry.  The  fcarcity  of  books,  whicKHiad  always  been 
a  formidable  obdrudion  to  the  progrels  of  knowledge,  was 
increafed  during  a  period  wherein  long  civil  wars  mud,  in 
a  great  meafure,  have  dedroyed  both  the  patronage  and  the 
leifure  that  were  neceffary  to  the  tranfcrfption  of  manu* 
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fcripts.  In  almoft  the  whole  of  the  writers  to  whom  the 
larger  part  of  the  fifteenth  century  gave  birth,  a  want  of 
tafte  is  eminently  difcernible.  They  were  equally  ftrangers. 
to  propriety  of  fentiment  and  purity  of  ftyle  ;  nor  was 
their  eompofition  vulgar  only,  but  frequently  ungramma^ 
ticah 

The  Latin  tongue  continued  to  be  the  ufual  vehicle  in 
which  the  authors  of  the  time  conveyed  their  works  to  the 
public.  It  might,  therefore,  have  been  expended  that  this 
language  would  have  been  cultivated  at  leaft  as  much  as  it 
had  been  in  fame  preceding  centuries.  But  fo  far  was  this 
from  being  the  cafe,  that  the  learned  men  we  have  formerly 
mentioned  may  be  ranked  as  pure  and  claffical  cornpofers* 
when  compared  with  the  writers  of  whom  we  are  now  fpeak- 
in g.  :  Perhaps  an  exception  might  be  made  in  favour  of 
Thomas  Chaiindler,  an  ecelefiaftic  of  great  preferments, 
and  of  one  or  two  more,  concerning  whom  Leland  and 
Wood  fpeak  in  high  terms.  While  the  knowledge  of  the. 
Tati n  tongue  was  upon  the  decline,  it  will  not  be  thought 
ft  range  that  the  fludy  of  the  Greek  language  fhould  almoft 
totally  be  negjeded.  In  vain  final!  -we  fearch  for  any  name,s 
that  by  the  cultivation  of  it  conferred  honour  upon  their 
country,  r  We  are  not  infenilble  that,  in  making  this  after- 
tion,  we  may  be  confronted  with  a  catalogue  of  perfons 
whom  feme  of  our  antiquaries  have  highly  applauded. 
But  pompous  encomiums,  unlefs  fupported  by  the  evidence 
of  fads,  and  the  produdion  of  writings,  are  entitled  to 
little  regard. 

.  If  any  of  our  readers  fhould  imagine  that,  while  philo¬ 
logical  and  claffical  literature  were  thus  negleded,  the  phi- 
lofophical  fciences  will  be  found  to  have  been  in  a  more 
profperous  condition,  they  will  be  wholly  difappointed. 
Thefe  fciences  were  as  little  attended  to  as  the  other  parts 
pf  learning.  We  have  here  no  charaders  to  produce 
which  can  in  any  degree  be  ranked  with  fome  that  have 
formerly  been  noticed.  Were  we  to  fearch  into  Tanner, 
Leland,  Bale,  Pitts,  and  other  writers  of  that  kind,  we 
plight  draw  out  a  lift  of  perfons  who  were  faid  to  have 
been  mathematicians  and  philofophers  $  but  no  traces  will 
“  '  be 
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be  met  with  of  their  having  made  any  difcoveries,  or  been 
the  authors  of  any  works,  which  deferve  to  be  recorded. 

Medicine,  though  more  fludied  than  natural  philofophy 
in  general,  does  not  appear  with  much  greater  luftre.  Dr. 
Freind,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Phyfic,  could  not  find  one  phy- 
fician  in  this  period  whom  he  thought  worthy  of  being  ap¬ 
plauded.  The  <c  Dietary  for  the  Prefervation  of  Health,” 
by  Dr.  Gilbert  Kymer,  and  which  is  Fill  extant,  is  faid, 
however,  to  contain  federal  curious  things,  and  fome  falu- 
tary  advices.  He  was  phyfician  to  Humphrey  duke  of 
Gloucefter.  Dr.  John  Fauceby,  who  flood  in  the  fame  re¬ 
lation  to  king  Henry  the  Sixth,  obtained  a  commifTion  from 
his  royal  mafter  to  difcovcr  an  univerfal  medicine,  called 
the  Elixir  of  Life,  for  the  cure  of  all  difeafes,  wounds, 
and  fradtures,  and  for  prolonging  the  health  and  ftrength  of 
the  body,  and  the  vigour  of  the  mind,  to  the  greateft  pof- 
fible  extent  of  time.  This  was  the  folly  of  the  age.  It 
was  by  an  application  to  the  occult  fciences,  and  not  by  a 
rational  attention  to  the  human  oeconomy,  to  the  progrefs 
of  nature,  and  the  dictates  of  a  judicious  experience,  that 
the  art  of  healing  was  expedited  to  be  promoted.  Surgery, 
though  the  knowledge  of  it  was  fo  much  wanted,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  wars  both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  which  the 
nation  was  perpetually  engaged,  was  in  an  equally  low  ftate. 
Henry  the  Fifth  found  it  difficult  to  procure  a  fufficient 
number  of  furgeons  for  his  army,  and  their  ik.il!  was  inferior 
to  their  number.  In  the  hands  of  ignorance,  many  wound¬ 
ed  men,  who  might  otherwife  have  been  preferved,  pro¬ 
bably  buffered  the  lofs  of  their  lives. 

But  while  true  fcience  was  little  or  not  at  all  regarded* 
falfe  fcience  received  the  protection  and  fupport  of  govern¬ 
ment  itfelf.  This  was  eminently  the  cafe  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Sixth.  We  have  already  mentioned  this  mo¬ 
narch’s  indulgence  to  the  pretenfions  of  his  phyfician,  Dr. 
John  Fauceby.  Other  alchemifts  were  treated  with  the 
like  favour  and  diftindlion.  An  extraordinary  commiffion 
was  granted  to  them,  and  confirmed  by  parliament ;  in 
which  they  were  authorized  to  profecute  their  endeavours 
for  finding  out  an  univerfal  medicine,  and  for  the  tranfmm 
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tation  of  bafer  metals  into  real  and  fine  gold  and  fiver. 
By  this  commiffion,  they  were  emancipated  from  the  penal¬ 
ties  of  an  ad:  to  which  the  profeffors  of  alchemy  had  been 
fubjedted  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the 
Fourth.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  our  anceFors,  inftead  of 
growing  more  enlightened,  were  become  Fill  greater  haves 
of  ignorance  and  credulity. 

Hifiory  is  fo  natural  a  ftudy,  and,  indeed,  is  an  objedt 
of  fuch  univerfal  concern,  that  writers  in  it,  of  fome  kind 
or  other,  will  never  be  wanting,  fo  long  as  human  beings 
are  capable  of  holding  a  pen.  Hiftorians,  accordingly, 
the  prefent  period  affords ;  but  not  any  that  can  be  put  into 
competition  with  a  Matthew  Paris,  or  a  William  of  Malmf- 
bury.  Such  as  they  were,  they  muff  not,  however,  be 
omitted  in  a  delineation  of  the  literature  of  the  times.  The 
firft  place  is  undoubtedly  due  to  Thomas  Walfmgham,  a 
monk  belonging  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Alban’s.  Two  hifto- 
rical  works  were  compofed  by  him,  both  of  which  were  of 
confiderable  extent.  The  former  was  entitled  cc  A  Hiffory 
of  England the  latter  had  Normandy  for  its  particular 
fubjedt  j  but  an  account  could  not  be  given  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  without  the  interfperfion  of  many  circumftances  which 
related  to  EnHifh  affairs. 

O  #  #  „ 

Though  Walfingharn’s  Fyle  is  fufficiently  defedlive,  his 
X^atinity  is  not  fo  barbarous  as  that  of  many  of  his  con¬ 
temporaries.  His  chief  merit  is,  that,  notwithFanding  his 
abundant  credulity,  and  his  infertion  of  many  idle  Fories, 
he  gives  a  more  copious  narrative  of  facts  than  the  other  an- 
naliFs  of  that  time,  and  records  things  not  elfewhere  to  be 
found.  Upon  the  whole,  the  utility  of  his  information, 
with  refpedt  to  the  events  he  treats  upon,  is  allowed  to  be 
of  real  importance. 

Thomas  Otterbourne,  a  Francifcan  friar,  was  the  author 
of  a  HiFory  of  England,  from  the  fuppofed  landing  of 
Brutus  to  the  year  1420.  The  former  part  of  the  work  is 
merely  a  compilation  from  older  hiftorians,  delivered  in 
their  own  words.  When  the  writer  comes  down  to  the 
times  in  which  he  himfelf  lived,  he  conveys  fome  ufeful 
intelligence* 
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The  Chronicle  of  John  Whethamftede,  abbot  of  St. 
Alban’s,  comprizes  only  twenty  years,  from  1441  to  1461, 
including  the  latter  part  of  king  Henry  the  Sixth’s  reign. 
It  was  the  principal  object  of  this  hiftorian  to  relate  the 
affairs  of  his  own  abbey ;  but  to  the  recital  of  tiiefe  are 
added  original  papers,  and  an  account  of  various  civil 
events,  efpecially  of  the  two  battles  of  St.  Alban’s. 

Thomas  de  Elmham,  prior  of  Linton,  confined  himfelf 
to  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  Fifth.  On  this  head  he  is 
full  and  particular,  but  .in  a  ftyle  that  is  not  at  all  capable 
of  being  read  with  pleafure.  Neverthelefs,  his  work  is  fb 
far  valuable,  as  much  of  the  information  it  contains  was 
derived  from  perfons  of  confequence,  who  had  been  fpec- 
tators  of  many  of  the  tranfadtions  which  they  have  enabled 
our  hiftorian  to  record. 

An  Italian,  who  came  into  England,  and  who  was  pro- 
reefed  by  Humphrey,  duke  of  Gloucefter,  was  the  author 
of  a  judicious  epitome  of  Thomas  de  Elmhamds  hiftory, 
to  which  alfo  he  made  fome  additions.  Profeffino-  to  be 
an  imitator  of  the  great  Roman  hiftorian,  Livy,  he  af- 
fumed  the  name  of  Titus  Livius.  When  we  fay  that  he 
did  not  attain  either  the  elevation  of  fentiment  or  dignity 
of  ftyle  which  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  the  model  he 
wifhed  to  follow,  we  fhall  obtain  full  credit  with  our 
readers. 

The  Annals  of  William  of  Worccfter,  a  native  of 
Briftol,  and  a  member  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  have 
little  to  recommend  them  in  point  of  materials,  and  are 
contemptible  with  regard  to  their  mode  of  compofltion. 
They  are  not,  however,  wholly  deftitute  of  intellio-ence 
which  cannot  be  drawn  from  any  other  fource. 

Notwithftanding  the  numerous  faults  and  abfurdities  of 
John  Rous,  the  antiquary  of  Warwick,  and  which  reduce 
him  to  a  very  low  fcale  in  the  lift  of  writers,  various  things 
occur  in  him  that  throw  a  light  on  the  tranfaeftions  and 
manners  of  the  times.  In  mo  ft  of  the  authors  of  this 
period,  the  fmall  quantity  of  good  ore  which  is  to  be 
met  with,  mull  be  extra&ed  from  a  difgufting  heap  of 
drofs. 
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To  the  hiftorians  whofe  works  were  compofed  in  Latin* 
we  are  to  add  the  name  of  one  who  wrote  in  Englifh. 
This  was  Robert  Fabian,  a  merchant  and  alderman  of 
London,  and  confequently  a  member  of  a  corporation 
which  has  produced  few  literary  men,  and  in  which  many 
literary  men  are  not,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  to  be 
expefted.  His  fituation,  therefore,  in  life,  efpecially  con- 
fidering  the  age  in  which  he  exifted,  may  be  regarded  as 
giving  a  certain  degree  of  celebrity  to  his  hiftorical  -cha- 
rafter.  The  chronicle  which  he  compofed,  and  which 
was  entitled  by  him  the  C£  Concordance  of  Stories/'  is  in¬ 
telligible  in  its  language,  and  written  with  fincerity.  Be- 
fides  the  more  public  faffs  which  it  includes,  it  contains  a 
variety  of  particulars  relative  to  the  city  of  London.  As 
Fabian's  work  is  carried  down  to  the  twentieth  year  of  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  the  Seventh,  he  may  in  part  be  coil- 
fidered  as  belonging  to  a  fubfequent  period. 

A  few  other  hiftorical  names  might  be  mentioned  ;  but 
we  have  as  much  enlarged  upon  the  fubject  as  is  confiftent 
with  the  nature  of  our  defign. 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  we  are  not  to  look  to 
the  Englifli  hiftorians  for  the  beft  accounts  of  the  public 
tranfaffions  of  this  age.  Foreign  writers  muff  be  applied 
to,  as  the  moft  copious  fources  of  information.  To  Froif- 
fart,  Philip  de  Comines,  and  Monftrelet,  recourfe  mud  be 
had  for  the  fulleft,  the  moft  interefting,  and  the  moft  en¬ 
tertaining  intelligence  concerning  the  political  events  and 
revolutions  of  our  own  country. 

There  is  no  fituation  of  human  affairs,  however  difagree- 
able  and  calamitous,  which  is  not  converted  by  divine 
Providence  to  the  produftion  of  fome  advantage.  Even 
the  civil  wars  had  their  ufe,  at  leaft  in  one  refpeft,  as  they 
contributed  to  the  declenfion  of  ftavery.  The  contending 
parties,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  purpofes  of  their  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  to  fupplv  their  armies  with  fufficient  forces, 
were  occafionally  obliged  to  fet  their  bondmen  at  liberty. 
Some  little  enlargement  of  mind  upon  this  fubjeff  began 
likewife  to  prevail,  and.  experience  ferved  to  convince  our 
anceftors  by  degrees,  that  agriculture  and  other  fervices 
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were  better  performed  by  hired  labourers  than  by  unwilling 
and  refractory  ftaves.  It  is  certain  that,  in  the  period  we 
are  writing  of,  their  number  confideraBly  decreafed  ;  and 
though  this  may  be  thought  to  have  been  principally  a 
political  event,  yet,  fo  far  as  it  might  proceed  from  any 
juftice  or  liberality  of  principle,  it  deferves  to  be  noticed 
in  a  hiftory  of  the  progrefs  of  knowledge  and  mental  im¬ 
provement.  , 

The  circumftance  of  there  being  rival  candidates  for  the 
crown  wa;§  favourable  to  the  free  form  of  our  government. 
Our  princes,  in  a  fituation  fo  critical,  being  perpetually 
liable  to"  be  caft  down  from  the  throne,  and  Handing  in 
need  of  the  fupport  of  as  many  of  their  fubjects  as  poffible, 
could  not  make,  in  general,  thofe  ftrides  in  arbitrary  power 
which  they  would  probably  have  done  if  their  claims  and 
their  authority  had  been  more  firmly  eftablifhed.  The 
conftitution  was  not  indeed  greatly  altered  in  this  age,  and 
it  muft  be  allowed  that  many  irregularities  were  permitted 
to  continue ;  but  yet  fome  advantageous  changes  were  in¬ 
troduced,  The  rights  and  qualifications  of  debtors,  efpe- 
cially  of  freeholders,  were  more  accurately  afcertained ; 
and  the  method  of  enabling  laws  was  conducted  with  a 
precifion,  an  order,  and  a  folemnity  which  had  not  hitherto 
been  obferved,  Edward  the  Fourth,  from  his  intimate 
connection  with  the  court  of  Burgundy,  had  opened  his 
mind  to  a  difcernment  of  the  benefits  of  commerce.  Hence 
he  became  himfelf  one  of  the  greateft  merchants  in  Europe, 
and  palTed  feverai  excellent  ads  for  the  regulation  and  en¬ 
couragement  of  trade  and  manufactures.  The  ftatutes  of 
Richard  the  Third  were  the  firft  that  were  enacted  in 
Englifh,  which  alteration,  while  it  was  an  acceffion  of 
honour  to  our  native  language,  was  favourable  to  the  right 
conduct  of  political  government,  and  to  the  better  ad  mi¬ 
ni  ft  rat  ion  of  juftice.  Upon  the  whole,  amidft  a  variety 
of  defects  which  ftill  fubfifted,  the  conftitution  and  laws 
of  England  were  confiderably  improved.  The  other  nations 
of  Europe  were  not  in  a  condition  to  be  compared  with 
us  in  this  refpect.  This  point  is  ftrongly  maintained  by 
Fortefcue,  and  is  teftified  by  an  illuftrious  foreign  hi- 
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hiftorian  f,  who  declares  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  of  all 
the  ftates  which  he  knew  in  the  world*  England  was 
the  country  where  the  commonwealth  was  bell  governed* 
and  the  people  the  lead  oppreffed.  It  mull  be  added, 
that,  during  the  latter  part  of,  thefe  times,  the  common 
law  of  the  kingdom  was  in  eminent  perfection. 

Amid  ft  the  fcarcity  of  good  writers,  two  lawyers  greatly 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  this  period.  Thefe  were  fir 
Thomas  Littleton  and  the  Iqrd  chief  juftice  Fortefcue.  Sir 
Thomas  Littleton  wrote  the  famous  book  on  Englifft 
Tenures,  which  was  commented  upon  by  fir  Edward  Coke, 
and  which  is  fo  much  ftudied  by  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
feffion.  The  celebrity  and  ufefulnefs  of  this  work  have 
fubfifted  to  our  own  time  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  pro¬ 
digious  acceftlon  of  ftatutes  and  reports,  the  large  altera¬ 
tions  both  in  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  the  law,  and 
the  accumulation  of  publications,  Littleton,  with  Coke's 
Commentary,  will  ever  continue  to  demand  the  attention 
and  applaufe  of  our  ableft  advocates. 

As  an  author,  and  among  men  of  literature  in  general, 
Fortefcue  will  probably  be  regarded  as  entitled  to  ftill 
greater  commendations.  Indeed  he  appears  with  extraor¬ 
dinary  luftre,  among  the  men  of  that  age,  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  writer.  Fie  compofed  both  in  Latin  and  in  his 
native  tongue  5  and  the  fubjeCts  he  treated  upon,  together 
with  the  fentiments  which  were  delivered  by  him  concern¬ 
ing  them,  will  always  endear  lus  memory  to  true  Englifh- 
men.  In  Latin  he  wrote  upon  the  praifes  of  the  laws  of 
England,  and  in  Englifb  on  the  difference  between  an  ab- 
folute  and  limited  monarchy,  in  thefe  works  he  hath  done 
juftice  to  the  excellence  of  our  conftitution  and  laws,  and 
has  fhewn  himfelf  to  have  been  a  firm  friend  to  the  caufe 
of  liberty.  His  admirable  tracts  form  an  eternal  anfwer  to 
thole  who  are  willing  to  maintain  that  there  was  no  free** 
dom  in  this  country  preyioufly  to  the  laft  century,  or,  as 
fome  have  afferted,  even  before  the  Revolution. 


*  Philip  de  Comines* 
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From  Law  we  pafs  on  to  a  very  different  objeCt,*  that  of 
Poetry  ;  an  objeCt  which  is  always  pleafing  to  minds  that 
are  endued  with  the  principles  of  fenfibility  and  taffe. 
The  period  in  which  Chaucer,  Gower,  and  Langland 
flouriffied,  was  fucceeded  by  an  age  that  did  not,  in  any 
tolerable  degree,  fuftain  the  fame  reputation.  There  was 
only  one  poet  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  Fourth,  and 
he  contributed  nothing  to  the  improvement  of  our  veri¬ 
fication  and  language.  His  real  name  was  John  Walton, 
though  he  is  called  Johannes  Capellanus.  He  tranilated 
into  Englifh  verfe  Boethius’s  treatiie  on  the  Confolation  of 
Philofophy,  a  work  of  genius  and  merit,  which  in  the 
middle  ages  was  admired  above  every  other  compofition. 

Henry  the  Fifth,  though  he  is  faid  to  have  been  fond  of 
reading,  derives  his  luftre  from  his  character  as  a  warrior, 
and  not  from  his  patronage  of  the  fine  arts.  Although  his 
coronation  was  attended  with  harpers,  who  muff  have  ac¬ 
companied  their  inftruments  with  heroic  rhymes,  he  was 
no  great  encourager  of  the  popular  minffrelfy,  then  in  a 
high  ftate  of  perfection.  When,  on  his  entrance  into  the 
city  of  London  in  triumph,  after  the  battle  of  Agincourt, 
children  had  been  placed  to  fing  verfes  as  he  pafled,  an 
edift  was  ifflied  by  him,  commanding  that,  for  the  future, 
no  fongs  fhould  be  recited  in  praife  of  the  late  victory. 
This  humility  perhaps  was  affeCted  and,  if  it  was  real, 
doth  not  appear  to  have  been  the  refult  of  true  wifdom. 
While  his  heart  was  fet  on  performing  eminent  military 
exploits,  he  ought  to  have  cherifhed  the  perfons  who  were 
beff  able  to  do  juftice  to  his  prowefs.  The  little  regard, 
however,  which  was  paid  by  Henry  to  the  poets,  could 
not  prevent  their  celebration  of  his  warlike  aCtions.  Among 
other  productions,  a  minffrel  piece  was  compofed  on  the 
fiege  of  Harfleur,  and  the  battle  of  Agincourt.  It  was 
adapted  to  the  harp,  and  contained  fome  fpirited  lines  ; 
but  the  ftyle  was  barbarous,  compared  with  that  of  Chaucer 
and  Gower.  The  improvement  of  our  language  was  at¬ 
tended  to  only  by  a  few  men,  who  had  enjoyed  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  fuperior  education,  and  made  compofition  their 
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ftudy.  As  to  the  minflrels,  they  were,  in  general,  too 
illiterate  to  feek  after  the  refinements  of  diCtion. 

Concerning  Occleve,  though  of  feme  note  in  the  poe~ 
deal  hifeory  of  this  period,  very  high  things  cannot  be 
laid.  His  principal  poem  is  a  tranflation  of  Egidius  on 
the  Government  of  Princes*  Occleve  did  not  excel  in 
vigour  of  fancy,  and  there  is  no  great  flrength  in  his  writ¬ 
ings.  He  had,  however,  the  merit  of  contributing  to  the 
melioration  of  our  language.  His  pathetic  lines  on  Chaucer, 
who  was  his  model,  and  with  whom  he  had  probably  formed 
a  connection  in  early  life,  refled:  honour  upon  the  gratitude 
and  fenfibility  of  his  heart. 

John  Lydgate,  a  monk  of  the  Benedictine  abbey  of 
Bury,  in  Suffolk,  was  the  poet  whofe  reputation  Hands 
the  higheft  among  the  Engiifh  bards  of  this  age.  He 
poifeifed  the  advantage  of  as  good  an  education  as  the 
times  could  afford.  After  having  ftudied  at  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford,  he  travelled  for  improvement  into  France  and 
Italy.  Here  he  acquired  the  knowledge  not  only  of  the 
language  but  of  the  literature  of  thefe  countries,  and  paid 
a  very  particular  attention  to  the  poetry  of  both  nations. 
Befides  obtaining  an  acquaintance  with  all  the  polite  learn- 
ing  which  was  then  cultivated,  he  was  no  incon  fid  enable 
proficient  in  the  fafhionable  philofpphy  and  theology  of  his 
contemporaries.  The  vivacity  of  his  genius,  and  the  ver-* 
facility  of  his  talents,  enabled  him  to  write  a  great  number 
of  poems,  extremely  diverfified  in  their  fubjedts,  and  in 
the  nature  of  their  compofition.  His  three  chief  pro¬ 
ductions  were  the  C£  Fail  of  Princes,”  the  ££  Siege  of 
Thebes,”  and  the  ££  Deftruction  of  Troy.”  Lydgate  is  to 
be  reckoned  among  the  improvers  of  the  Englifn  tongue. 
His  language  is  uncommonly  perfections  for  the  times  he 
lived  in,  and  his  verfes  frequently  excite  furprize  from 
their  modern  caff.  He  feems  to  have  been  ambitious,  at 
leaf!  in  the  itruCture  and  modulation  of  his  ftyle,  of  having 
rivalled  Chaucer  ;  but  undoubtedly  he  was  far  inferior  to 
him  in  the  grand  requifites  of  poetical  excellence.  His 
mode  of  writing  is  diffufe,  and  he  is  not  diilinguifhed  by 
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animation  or  pathos.  Neverthelefs,  he  is  not  deftitute  of 
beauties  ;  and  his  Deftru&ion  of  Troy,  in  particular,  dif- 
plays  much  power  of  defcription,  in  conjunction  with  clear 
and  harmonious  numbers. 

If  it  comported  with  the  nature  of  our  defign  to  recite 
names  only,  other  perfons  might  be  added.  We  might 
mention  Hugh  Campeden,  Thomas  Chefter,  John  Ham 
ding,  who  wrote  a  chronicle  in  verfe,  and  John  Norton 
and  George  Ripley,  whofe  poems  are  dida&ic.  It  is 
fcarcely  expreffing  ourfelves  with  propriety  to  fay,  that 
thefe  men  were  mere  verfifiers.  While  they  are  totally 
void  of  the  noble  qualities  which  conffitute  genuine  poe¬ 
try,  their  verfiification  is  rough,  unpolifhed,  and  barba^ 
rous.  Flarding  fhould,  therefore,  be  ranked,  as  an  anti¬ 
quary  and  an  hiftorian,  and  Norton  and  Ripley  as  .che¬ 
mical  writers.  Ripley  is  underftpod  to  have  been  no  mean 
proficient  in  the  general  literature  of  the  times. 

However  deficient  the  minftrels  of  this  age  might  be  in 
many  of  the  excellencies  of  compofition,  they  were  great 
favourites  with  the  nation  at  large.  This  is  evident  from 
the  pay  which  they  received  from  their  attendance  on  par¬ 
ticular  folemnities.  Superftitious  as  the  body  of  the  people 
were,  they  were  more  generous  to  the  adminiftrators  to 
their  pleafure  than  to  the  leaders  of  their  devotion.  Dur¬ 
ing  one  feaft,  while  twelve  priefts  had  only  four  pence 
each  for  tinging  a  dirge,  the  fame  number  of  minftrels 
were  every  one  of  them  rewarded  with  two  Drillings 
and  four  pence,  befides  having  entertainment  provided 
for  themfelves  and  their  horfes.  At  another  feftival  two 
Drillings  were  given  to  the  priefts,  and  four  to  the  min- 
ftrels ;  and  the  latter  were  treated  with  the  moil  diftin- 
guifhed  marks  of  attention  and  refpedh 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  office  of  poet  laureat  originated 
in  this  period.  The  Italian,  before  mentioned,  who  af- 
fumed  the  name  of  Titus  Livies,  is  mentioned  as  having 
been  poet  laureat  to  Humphrey,  duke  of  Gloucefteru 
But  this  employment,  as  held  under  the  king,  took  its 
rife  in  the .  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth ;  and  the  fir  ft 
perfon  appointed  to  it  was  John  Kay,  of  whom  no  com- 
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portion  is  extant  which  can  be  confidered  as  averting  his 
claim  to  the  character.  The  only  work  that  remains  of 
him  is  an  Engl i ill  tranflation  in  profe  of  a  Hiftory  of  the 
Siege  of  Rhodes,  A  crown  of  laurel  was  fometimes  con¬ 
ferred,  in  univerfities,  on  thofe  who  had  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  by  their  abilities  in  the  writing  of  Latin,  and 
efpecially  of  Latin  verfe.  Hence  the  king's  laureat  might 
be  nothing  more  than  a  graduate  of  this  kind,  employed 
in  his  majefty’s  fervice.  The  iaureats  appear  originally  to 
have  written  only  in  Latin,  which  cuftom  is  fuppofed  to 
have  continued  till  the  time  of  the  Reformation. 

If  the  difcoveries  afferted  to  have  lately  been  made  at 
Briflol  are  to  be  credited,  we  muft  introduce  the  name  of  a 
poet  far  more  excellent  than  any  whom  we  have  yet  men¬ 
tioned,  and  who  would  confer  a  glory  on  this  age  prodi- 
gioufly  fuperior  to  that  which  hitherto  it  hath  been  thought 
entitled  to  demand.  Our  readers  will  be  fenfible  that  we 
refer  to  the  poems  which  Chatterton  produced  as  the  works 
of  Thomas  Rowley,  a  fecular  prieft  of  that  city,  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  The  full  dilcuffion  of  this  fubjecl,  which 
affords  a  very  curious  literary  problem,  would  be  foreign 
to  our  defign.  We  know  that  Chatterton,  when  little 
more  than  fifteen  years  of  age,  brought  to  his  friends  cer¬ 
tain  manufcripts,  and  a  greater  number  of  poems  laid  to 
have  been  tranfcribed  from  manufcripts,  all  of  which  were 
alleged  to  have  been  found  in  an  old  cheft  in  the  bellfrey  of 
St.  Mary  Redcliffe  church,  and  to  contain  the  genuine 
productions  of  this  Rowley.  We  know  that  thefe  poems 
are  in  many  refpeCts,  uncommonly  beautiful ;  and  that 
there  is  fomething  very  extraordinary  in  them,  if  they 
were  the  compofitions  of  a  ftripiing,  who  had  no  other 
advantages  of  education  than  what  could  be  derived  from 
the  inflruCtion  of  a  common  charity  fchool.  We  know 
that  they  exhibit  fuch  marks  of  knowledge,  and  are  other- 
wife  accompanied  with  circumftances  of  fo  furprizing  a 
nature,  that  it  hath  been  deemed_  not  only  a  matter  of  affo- 
nifnment  but  even  of  impoffibility,  that  they  fbould  be 
written  by  Chatterton.  We  know  that  the  authenticity  of 
them,  and  the  exiftence  of  Rowley,  have  been  maintained 
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by  fome  able  and  learned  men,  with  no  final!  degree  of  a~ 
cutenefs  and  ingenuity.  On  the  other  hand,  very  import* 
ant  arguments  and  authorities  have  been  urged  to  prove 
that  thev  are  of  modern  fabrication.  That  there  ever  was 
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fuch  a  perfon  as  Rowley  has  been  called  in  queftion,  and 
flill  more  that  there  could  be  any  poet  of  that  name  in  the 
fifteenth  century,  who  was  capable  of  producing  the  works 
aferibed  to  him*  It  is  afked,  how  he  could  poffibly  have 
been  concealed  till  within  thefe  few  years,  and  how  he 
could  avoid  being  celebrated,  in  the  higheft  terms  of  ap-* 
plaufe,  by  his  own  contemporaries,  and  by  every  fucceed- 
ing  age.  As  to  the  manuferipts  a  fie  r  ted  to  have  been  diD 
covered  by  Ghatterton,  doubts,  which  will  not  admit  of  an 
eafy  falution,  have  been  raifed  with  regard  to  the  truth  of 
the  fa<5t.  Independently  of  all  thefe  con  fid  elation  s>  it  is 
alleged,  that  the  poems  themfelves  afford  the  moft  deci- 
five  internal  evidence  of  their  being  recent  productions,, 
This  hath  been  argued,  with  great  force  of  reasoning,  from 
a  variety  of  concurring  circumftances.  The  ftyle,  compo- 
fition,  ientiments,  and  meafure,  carry  in  them  the  marks  of  a 
refinement  that  was  wholly  unknown  at  the  period  in  which 
they  are  maintained  to  have  been  written.  In  the  abftrac* 
tion  of  ideas,  in  the  fiudied  forms  of  diftion,  in  the  ham 
mony  of  the  verfification,  we  are  perpetually  put  in  mind 
of  our  lateft  poets.  The  ftanza  principally  ufed  was  not 
known  in  this  country  till  the  time  of  Prior.  That  fuch  a 
regular  piece  as  the  tragedy  of  Ella  fhould  come  from 
Rowley,  at  the  period  pretended,  is  abfolutely  contrary  to 
every  thing  of  the  dramatic  kind  which  exifted  at  that  pe¬ 
riod.  The  faCt  feems  to  have  been,  that  Ghatterton  origi¬ 
nally  wrote  the  poems  in  the  prefent  Englifh  language,  and 
afterwards  inferted  the  old  words  from  gloffaries  and  dic¬ 
tionaries.  It  is  remarkable  that  when  we  perufe  Rowley 
with  dean  Milles’s  learned  notes,  the  moment  we  turn  our 
eyes  from  the  commentary  to  the  text,  the  modem  air  of 
the  latter  ftrikes  us  in  fo  forcible  a  manner,  that  the  dean's 
elaborate  arguments  lofe  all  power  of  conviction.  It  muff 
be  added,  that  many  undeniable  proofs  have  been  exhibited 
of  the  moft  direCt  imitation  of  recent  poets,  even  to  the 
adoption  of  their  very  words.  Thefe  and  other  confidera- 
1785.  b  tions 
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tions  have  induced  a  large  majority  of  our  ableft  antique 
ries  and  critics  totally  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  the  com- 
poiitions  in  queftion.  Should  it,  however,  be  allowed, 
that  certain  ancient  manufcripts  were  difcovered,  and  that 
fome  of  them  contained  fragments  of  verfe,  written  in  the 
age  pretended,  Rowley,  as  we  now  have  him,  appears  in 
too  queftion  able  a  fhape  to  give  the  fifteenth  century  the 
honour  of  the  works  publifhed  under  his  name. 

But  while  (Rowley  being  rejected)  it  will  be  found  that 
little  true  poetry  flourifhed  in  England  during  the  prefent 
period ;  if  we  direfit  our  view  to  the  northern  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  we  fhall  meet  with  diftinguifhed  excellence 
in  a  perfon  of  the  higheft  ftation,  the  fovereign  of  the 
country.  We  mean  James  the  Firft,  of  Scotland,  who 
introduced  a  new  literary  epocha  in  the  nation  over  which 
he  reigned.  What  originally  wTas  a  great  misfortune  to 
this  prince,  and  a  flagrant  afit  of  injuftice  towards  him, 
turned  out,  in  one  refpefit,  eminently  to  his  own  fervice, 
and  highly  to  the  advantage  of  his  country.  When  he 
was  only  a  youth  of  thirteen,  he  was  treacheroufly  taken 
prifoner  by  the  Engliih,  and  detained,  during  the  term  of 
eighteen  years,  in  a  confinement  which  was  often  very 
ftrifit  and  rigid.  His  education  however,  good  rudiments 
of  which  he  had  received  in  Scotland,  was  not  neglefited, 
but  attended  to  with  the  utmoft  care.  The  perfon  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  his  governor  was  fir  John  Pelham,  a  gentle-, 
man  of  worth  and  literature,  who  omitted  nothing  that 
could  tend  to  form  the  mind  and  manners  of  his  royal 
charge.  James,  being  ble-fted  with  an  admirable  genius, 
and  enjoying  the  ableft  mafters  of  the  time,  made  an  un¬ 
common  proficiency  both  in  bodily  exercifes  and  in  mental 
acquirements.  To  his  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
languages,  the  laft  of  which  he  is  reprefented  as  having 
written  with  e.afe,  he  added  an  acquaintance  with  the  phi- 
lofophy  of  the  age.  But  the  ftudies  to  which  he  was  more 
peculiarly  devoted  were  thofe  of  poetry  and  mufic.  Thefe 
liberal  and  pleating  arts  formed,  in  his  long  and  clofe  cap¬ 
tivity,  the  principal  confolation  of  his  folitary  hours. 
When  he  was  reftored  to  the  pofteflion  of  his  throne,  from- 
'Which  he  had  been  lb  unjuitly  withheld*  his  grand  objefit 

i  was* 


the  state  of  knowledge,  &*,  m 

was  to  enlighten  and  civilize  his  countrymen.  Many  of 
his  exertions  to  this  purpofe  were  accompanied  with  fuch 
a  degree  of  fticcefs,  that  he  may  be  faid  to  have  given  a 
new  turn  to  the  genius  of  Scotland.  His  exertions  and 
iuccefs  would  have  been  ftill  greater  and  more  illuftriousa 
if  he  had  not  been  cruelly  murdered  in  the  forty-fourth 
year  of  his  age.  Various  works  were  written  by  him,  both 
in  profe  and  verfe,  mod  of  which  are  unfortunately  loft* 
The  only  remains  of  him  which  ftill  exift  are  of  a  poetical 
nature;  and  it  is  certain  that  feveral  of  his  compofitions  of 
this  kind  are  now  no  longer  in  being.  Four  of  James's 
pieces,  which  have  happily  efcaped  the  depredations  of 
time,  are  a  <c  Song  on  his  Miftrefs £C  The  King's 
Quair  sc  Peblis  to  the  Play  ft'  and  cc  Ch rift's  Kirk  on  the 
Green.”  The  King's  Quair  is  a  poem  of  large  extent,  be- 
ing  divided  into  fix  cantos.  Its  theme  is  the  royal  author's 
love  to  Jane,  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Somerfet,  a  beau- 
ful  lady,  of  whom  he  became  enamoured  while  a  prifoner 
at  the  caftle  of  Windfor,  and  who  was  afterwards  his 
queen.  The  misfortunes  of  his  youth,  his  early  and  long 
captivity,  the  incident  which  gave  rife  to  his  paftion,  its 
purity,  conftancy,  and  happy  iffue,  are  all  displayed  in  the 
mode  of  allegorical  vifion,  agreeably  to  the  reigning  tafle 
of  the  age.  That  the  merit  of  the  King's  Quair  is  very 
great  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  diftinguifhed  by  its  invention 
and  fancy,  by  its  genuine  fimplicity  of  fentiment,  and  by  the 
felicity  of  its  poetical  defci  iptions.  Several  men  of  ingenuity 
and  tafte  have  contended  that  James  is  little  if  at  all  inferior 
to  Chaucer.  If  the  former's  Court  of  Venus  be  compared  to 
the  latter's  Court  of  Love,  the  royal  author  will  lofe  nothing 
by  the  comparifon.  The  Jane,  in  particular,  of  king  James,' 
is  painted  with  a  beauty  and  delicacy  that  are  not  equalled 
in  Chaucer's  Rofial.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  many  of  the  * 
graces  of  the  King's  Quair  are  concealed,  at  leaf:  from  com¬ 
mon  view,  in  the  antiquity  of  the  language. 

The  queftion  concerning  the  writer  of  Chrift's  Kirk  on 
the  Green  is  not  altogether  without  its  doubts.  It  hath 
ufually  been  aferibed  to  James  the  Fifth,  but  the  Scottifa 
critics  and  antiquaries  feem  lately  to  have  (hewn,  with  a 
fufficieat  degree  of  evidence,  that  it  was  written  by  James 
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the  Firfh.  The  poem  is  at  this  day  read  with  pleafure  or 
account  of  its  poetical  language,  its  ludicrous  defcriptions, 
and  its  free  vein  of  wit  and  humour :  nor  doth  it  come  a 
little  recommended  by  its  delineation  of  the  characters  and 
manners  of  the  time.  But  the  ChrilVs  Kirk  on  the  Green  is 
not  merely  a  piece  of  wit  and  humour.  The  author  had  a 
patriotic  defign  in  view,  which  was  ironically  to  fatirize  the 
aukward  management  of  the  bow,  and  the  neglect  into  which 
archery  had  fallen  in  Scotland,  and,  by  making  his  fubjedts 
ienfible  of  the  difgrace  they  had  in  this  refpedt  incurred,  to 
recall  them  to  the  practice  of  military  difcipline.  Peblis  to 
the  Play  is  a  poem  fimilar  to  Chrid’s  Kirk  on  the  Green. 

Three  other  Scottifh  poets  are  named  in  this  period,  but 
they  are,  on  the  whole,  contemptible,  when  compared  with 
the  monarch  of  the  country.  Andrew  Winton,  a  canon 
regular  of  St.  Andrew’s,  and  prior  of  the  monadery  in 
Lochleven,  and  who  preceded  James  the  Fir  ft,  wrote  in 
verfe  a  very  large  chronicle  of  Scotland,  Notwithdanding 
his  mode  of  compofition,  he  ought,  perhaps,  rather  to  be 
confidered  as  an  hi  dorian  than  a  poet.  His  work,  which  is 
valuable  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  his  own  country,  and  which 
contains  materials  not  to  be  met  with  in  Fordun,  whom  he 
had  never  feen,  has  not  yet  been  publi fined .  Its  publication 
would  be  a  defirable  acceffion  to  the  hiftory  of  North  Bri¬ 
tain.  Holland  was  the  author  of  a  poem  entitled  cc  The 
<6  Howlat,”  which  appears  to  have  defcribed  the  poetical 
employments,  and  the  mufical  entertainments  of  the  age. 
Henry  the  Mandrel,  who,  on  account  of  his  being  blind 
from  his  birth,  is  ufually  called  Blind  Harry,  compofed 
the  cc  Life  of  Wallace.' ”  It  is  a  romance,  like  Barbour’s 
Bruce,  but  not  to  be  ranked  with  it  in  point  of  excellence. 
At  the  fame  time,  it  is  not  deditute  of  merit,  and  there  are 
various  things  in  it  which  cannot  fail  to  gratify  the  curiofity 
of  the  antiquary  and  the  critic.  \ 

Haying  dwelt  fo  largely  on  the  poetical  hidory  of  this 
period,  for  which  the  materials  are  more  copious  than  for 
mod  other  articles,  and  which  will  always  conditute  a 
prime  objedt  in  a  view  of  the  progrefs  of  tade  and  litera¬ 
ture,  we  proceed  to  the  red  of  the  polite  arts,  concerning 
fome  of  which,  however,  there  is  little  to  be  faid.  Al¬ 
though 
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though  the  civil  wars  of  the  fifteenth  century  were  a  great 
hindrance  to  the  eredlion  of  magnificent  buildings,  at  leaft 
by  private  perfons,  a  fkill  in  architecture,  where  there  was 
an  opportunity  of  difplaying  it,  was  by  no  means  upon  the 
decline.  That  fpecies  of  it  which  hath  commonly,  though 
improperly,  been  ftyled  the  Gothic,  was  gradually  im¬ 
proved,  and  carried  to  its  higheft  pitch  of  perfection.  (hf 
this  leveral  (hiking  examples  may  be  mentioned ;  fuch  as 
the  chapel  of  King’s  College  at  Cambridge,  the  Divinity 
School  at  Oxford,  the  collegiate  church  at  Fotheringay, 
and  the  chapel  of  St.  George  at  Windfor.  The  moft  ad¬ 
mired  of  thefe  ftrudtures  is  King’s  College  chapel  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  which  was  erected  by  that  pious  prince  Henry  the 
Sixth.  It  is  diftinguifhed  by  its  lightnefs,  loftinefs,  and 
beauty,  and  the  contemplation  of  it  will  always  afford  pe¬ 
culiar  pleafure  to  men  of  tafte  and  judgment. 

The  metallic  arts,  which  had  been  purfued  with  advantage 
in  the  preceding  age,  were  not  neglected  in  the  prefent.  This 
was  one  good  effect  which  arofe  from  the  otherwife  vain  ftudy 
of  alchemy.  While  the  devotees  of  this  falfe  fcience  were 
feeking  for  an  univerfal  remedy,  and  were  endeavouring  to 
tranfmute  the  bafer  metals  into  filver  and  gold,  they  acquired 
a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  properties  of  thefe  metals, 
and  arrived  at  difcoveries  of  confiderable  utility.  When  the 
human  mind  is  aiming  to  foar  to  a  height  which  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  reached,  it  may  fometimes  attain  to  an  elevation 
which  might  not  in  any  other  way  be  accomplifhed. 

Though  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  rather  foreign  to  our 
fubjedt,  we  cannot  help  taking  notice,  that  the  arts  of  fpin- 
ning,  throwing,  and  weaving  filk,  which  in  this  period 
were  brought  into  England,  were  exercifed  by  a  company 
of  women  in  London,  called  filk- women.  In  1445,  this 
female  company,  in  a  petition  to  parliament,  complained 
that  their  trade  was  obftrudled,  and  themfelves  in  danger 
of  being  reduced  to  poverty,  by  the  importation  of  the  fame 
kind  of  articles  from  Italy..  Accordingly,  an  act  was  ob¬ 
tained,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  fuch  articles.  Laces, 
ribbons,  and  narrow  fabrics,  but  in  no  large  quantities,  were 
the  productions  of  thefe  women.  Hence  are  we  to  date  the 
origin  of  the  great  fijk  manufacture  in  our  country,  in  which 
,  b  3  the 
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the  men  did  not  engage  till  towards  the  clofe  of  the  prefent 
period.  It  has  frequently  been  a  matter  of  complaint,  that 
the  arts  which  females  could  carry  on,  to  the  benefit  of  fo- 
ciety,  and  their  own  honourable  fupport,  fhould  be ‘mono¬ 
polized  by  the  other  fex,  whofe  ftrength  of  body  would 
more  laudably  be  confecrated  to  manly  occupations. 

Sculpture  and  ftatuary  did  not  decline  in  this  age,  or  fail 
of  receiving  ample  encouragement.  In  fad,  the  artifts  in 
thefe  branches  had  fuller  employment,  and  obtained  higher 
rewards  than  had  been  conferred  upon  them  in  former  times. 
The  very  oppontion  which  was  made,  by  the  followers  of 
Wickliffe,  to  the  veneration  and  worfhip  of  images,  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  event.  Hence  the  clergy  were  more  feli¬ 
citous  to  pleafe  the  people  by  the  elegant  and  fplendid  ex¬ 
ecution  of  works  of  this  nature  :  nor  were  their  efforts  un- 
fuccefsful.  The  excellent  workmanfhip  of  the  images,  the 
beauty  of  their  appearance,  and  the  richnefs  of  their  drefs, 
excited  the  admiration  of  the  larger  part  of  the  nation,  in¬ 
flamed  their  devotion,  and  fixed  them  in  a  firm  attachment 
tP  the  eftablifhed  fuperflition.  There  was  nothing  in  which 
the  church  diiplayed  a  deeper  or  more  effective  policy. 

Sepulchral  architedure,  in  particular,  was  advanced  to 
much  perfedion  in  the  prefent  period.  The  monuments 
were  adorned  with  ftatues,  and  with  figures  in  baffe  and 
alto  relievo,  and  the  public  tafle  in  this  refped  called  forth 
the  abilities  of  the  fculptor  and  the  ftatuary.  It  is  to  the 
honour  of  our  country  that  the  Englifh  artifts  were  of 
equal  reputation  with  thofe  of  other  kingdoms,  and  were 
occafionally  employed  by  foreign  princes.  Thomas  Colyn, 
Thomas  Holewell,  and  Thomas  Poppehowe,  were  engaged 
to  make  the  al  ah  after  tomb  of  John  the  Fourth,  duke  pf 
Brittany.  The  work  was  executed  by  them  in  London, 
after  which  they  carried  it  over,  and  ereded  it  in  the  ca¬ 
thedral  of  Nantes.  Of  five  artifts  who  were  appointed  to 
conftrud  the  monument  of  Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of 
Warwick,  and  to  adorn  it  with  images,  four  were  natives 
of  England.  The  images,  befides  a  large  one  reprefenting 
the  earl,  were  thirty-two  in  number.  In  an  age  when  almoft 
every  perfen  of  rank  and  wealth  had  a  monument  ereded  to 
his  memory,  with  his  effigies  upon  it,  either  in  free-ftone, 

marble. 
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marble,  or  metal,  it  was  impoffible  but  that  the  zeal  and  emu¬ 
lation  of  the  artifts  mu  ft  have  been  excited,  and  feme  degree 
of  improvement  be  hence  communicated  to  their  arts. 

Though  painting  was  in  a  very  inferior  ftate  to  what  it 
afterwards  arofe  in  Italy,  and  hath  ftnee  attained  in  our 
own  country,  it  was  not  negledted.  In  the  deficiency  of 
good  tafte,  fuperftition  fupplied  it  with  a  liberal  encou¬ 
ragement.  What  was  wanted  in  the  true  principles  of  the 
art,  was  probably  attempted  to  be  made  up  in  adventitious 
ornament.  The  paintings  of  the  churches  were  fo' effec¬ 
tually  deftroyed  in  the  ardour,  or  ftiall  we  call  it  the  rage, 
of  reformation,  that  it  is  difficult  to  pronounce  with  exa£t~ 
nefs  concerning  their  real  character  and  merit.  We  know, 
however,  from  fome  fragments  which  are  ftill  preferved, 
that  glafs  painting  was  greatly  cultivated,  and  often  exe¬ 
cuted  with  much  beauty.  This,  too,  was  frequently  the 
cafe  with  illuminations  of  manuferipts.  The  human  fi¬ 
gures  are  for  the  mo  ft  part  ftiff  and  ungraceful,  while  the 
ornaments  which  accompany  them  are  recommended  by  a 
delicacy  which  is  highly  pieafmg.  What  the  illuminators 
particularly  excelled  in,  were  the  clearnefs  and  brightnefs  of 
their  colours  in  general,  and  efpecially  of  their  gold  and 
azure.  There  are  inftances,  though  they  occur  but  feldom, 
in  which  the  pafiions  are  forcibly  expreffed.  As  to  portrait-* 
painting  in  this  period,  it  was  undoubtedly  in  a  low  ftate. 

To  mufic,  and  above  ail  to  church-mufic,  no  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  attention  was  paid  during  the  fifteenth  century. 
Indeed,  it  was  one  neceffary  part  of  the  clergy's  bufinefs 
to  captivate  the  minds  of  the  people  in  this  refpedt,  and 
to  prevent  their  being  allured  by  the  innovators,  wrho  con¬ 
tended  for  a  purer  form  of  worffiip.  Church-mufic  was  not 
only  praftifed  as  an  art,  but  ftudied  as  a  fcience  in  this  age $ 
and  harmony  was  fuperadded  to  the  melody  and  plain  c.  haunt 
of  the  ancient  worffiip.  This  fpecies  of  mufic  was  culti-r 
vated  by  the  laity  as  well  as  the  clergy.  It  formed  the  fa¬ 
vourite  amufement  of  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank,  and  Henry 
the  Fifth  is  recorded  to  have  been  a  player  upon  the  organ. 

In  the  hiftory  both  of  the  facred  and  fecular  mufic  of 
this  time,  James  the  Firft,  of  Scotland,  whom  we  have  al¬ 
ready  celebrated  for  his  poetical  and  other  eminent  talents, 
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makes  a  capital  figure.  Fie  is  faid  to  have  excelled  all  man-* 
kind  in  the  vocal  and  inftrumental  parts  of  this  delightful 
art,  to  have  played  on  eight  different  inflruments,  and  to 
have  done  it  on  the  harp  with  the  moft  exquifite  {kill.  His 
character  as  a  compofer  was  equal  to  his  character  as  a  per¬ 
former  ;  on  which  account  he  has  obtained  a  very  extenfive 
and  honourable  reputation.  He  was  applauded  in  Italy,  above 
a  century  after  his  death,  as  the  father  of  a  new  and  pleafing 
kind  of  melody*  which  that  country  condefcended  to  admire 
and  to  imitate.  This  melody,  which  he  invented  in  the 
gloom  of  a  prifon,  while  it  is  plaintive,  and  was  adapted  to 
his  fituation,  has  a  fweetnefs  in  it,  which  has  rendered  it 
inexpreffibly  pleafing  to  all  perfons  of  true  fepfibility  and 
tafte,  in  every Tucceeding  age.  In  fhort,  king  James,  from 
his  genius,  his  profound  knowledge  of  mufical  principles, 
and  his  extraordinary  performance  on  the  harp,  is  to  be 
efleemed  the  inventor  of  the  Scottifh  vocal  mufic. 

One  art,  in  its  nature  mechanical,  but  in  its  pradtice  in¬ 
timately  connedted  with  literature,  and  which  hath  been 
productive  of  tinfpeakable  advantages  to  knowledge  and 
learning,  and  to  the  general  improvement  of  mankind,  was 
introduced  into  England  during  the  latter  part  of  the  pre- 
fent  period.  Our  readers  will  eafily  perceive  that  we  have 
in  view  the  Art  of  Printing.  It  has  been  aliened  that  the 
firfl  book  printed  in  this  country  was  at  Oxford,  from 
wooden  types,  by  one  Corfellis,  in  the  year  1468.  But  the 
flory  is  built  on  grounds  fo  very  infufficient,  or  at  leaft  fo 
very  precarious,  that  it  cannot  be  admitted  into  our  work 
as  a  record  of  authentic  hiftory.  Caxton  is  the  man  to 
whom  the  honour  of  bringing  this  noble  invention  into 
the  kingdom  is  given,  by  the  teftimony  of  all  our  ancient 
writers.  Fie  introduced  it  likewife  according  to  its  lateft 
and  heft  improvement,  the  ufe  of  metal  types.  Although 
it  was  late  in  life  when  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  exercife  of 
this  art,  he  purfued  it  with  uncommon  vigour  and  fuccefs. 
The  books  printed  by  him  were  more  than  fifty  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  fome  of  them  were  large  volumes.  It  is  not  fur- 
p/ifing,.  therefore,  that  Caxton  hath  attained  a  high  repu¬ 
tation,  and  that  he  hath  been  efteemed  an  eminent  bene¬ 
factor  to  his  country.  His  praife  ftands  upon  a  firm  foun¬ 
dation  i 
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dation  ;  and  his  memory  may  be  reflected  upon  with  the 
greater  pleafure,  as  he  appears  to  have  been  a  perfon  of 
uncommon  worth  and  modefty.  Other  printers  fpeediiy 
fucceeded  him ;  fo  that  the  art  fpread  apace,  and  met  with 
confiderable  encouragement. 

But  Caxton  comes  before  us  in  the  chara&er  of  an  au¬ 
thor,  as  well  as  in  that  of  a  printer.  He  is  reckoned 
among  the  hiftorians  of  his  ages  but  in  this  refpeeft  he  is 
intitled  to  a  very  fmall  degree  of  applaufe.  His  chief 
merit  is  as  a  mandator,  many  of  the  books  which  he  printed 
being  yerfions  from  foreign  writers,  made  by  himfelf.  Con- 
fidering  the  low  ftate  of  knowledge  in  England  at  that 
time,  thefe  verfions,  with  whatever  indifference  we  may 
now  look  upon  them,  were  works  of  confequence.  It  is 
to  be  remembered,  that  the  literature  of  the  period  con¬ 
fided  principally  of  tranflations.  The  French,  for  a  cen¬ 
tury  or  two  before,  had  employed  themfelves  in  rendering 
into  their  own  tongue  a  number  of  productions,  then  held 
in  eftimation,  chiefly  Latin,  upon  different  fubje&s,  re¬ 
ligious  and  civil.  Thefe  tranflations,  though  the  ori¬ 
ginals  were  in  profe,  were  often  done  in  metre.  In  the 
fifteenth  century  they  began  to  revife  and  polifli  their  old 
rude  verfions,  befldes  which  better  books  were  introduced, 
as  the  tafte  of  the  public  continued  to  improve.  Even 
fome  of  the  claflics  were  rendered  into  French.  This  cir- 
cumftance,  which  was  comparatively  a  great  improvement 
in  the  learning  of  that  nation,  had  its  effedls  in  our  own 
kingdom.  As  the  language  of  France  was  here  well  un- 
derftood,  and  its  publications  were  the  favourite  amufe- 
ments  of  Englifh  readers  of  a  higher  rank,  the  knowledge 
which  prevailed  in  that  country  became  fo  far  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  England.  But  this  knowledge  was  increafed  and 
diffufed  by  the  tranflation  of  French  books.  For  though 
thefe  books  were  themfelves,  for  the  moft  part,  no  more 
than  verfions  from  other  authors,  they  were  the  principal 
fources  of  inftrueftion  which  the  age  afforded.  Caxton, 
therefore,  was  very  ulefully  employed  in  becoming  a 
tranflator.  By  himfelf,  or  the  aid  of  his  friends,  a  confi¬ 
derable  number  of  pieces  were  turned  into  Englifh,  and, 
being  printed  by  him*  enriched  the  ftate  of  letters  in  this 
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country  with  many  valuable  publications.  Ancient  lite¬ 
rature  had  not  yet  made  a  fufficient  progrefs  among  us  to 
encourage  his  publiftiing  the  Roman  authors  in  their  ori¬ 
ginal  tongue.  But  the  French  having  furniihed  him  with 
materials*  Virgil*  Ovid*  Cicero*  and  other  good  writers* 
were  circulated  in  our  own  language  fo  early  as  the  clofe 
of  the  fifteenth  century.  The  garb  indeed*  in  which  they 
appeared*  was  very  mean  when  compared  with  their  native 
drefs  :  but  fcill  the  introduction  of  them*  even  in  fo  imper¬ 
fect  a  form*  could  not  fail  of  being  attended  with  a  defirablc 
acceffion  to  the  knowledge  and  tafte  of  our  countrymen. 

Ignorant  as  this  age  too  generally  was,  and  little  as 
fcience  was  diffufed  among  the  higher,  as  well  as  the  lower* 
ranks  of  men*  we  have  the  pleafure  of  recording  fome  emi¬ 
nent  patrons  of  learning.  Humphrey*  duke  of  Gloucefter, 
whole  character  is  fo  amiable  in  our  civil  hiftory,  fhines 
with  extraordinary  luftre  in  the  point  we  are  now  confider- 
ing.  We  have  already  feen  that  Titus  Livius*  a  learned 
man*  from  Italy*  was  his  poet  laureat.  The  duke  is  cele¬ 
brated  by  Occleve  as  a  lingular  promoter  of  literature*  and 
the  common  patron  of  the  fcholars  of  the  times.  He  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  a  library  con  filling  of 
fix  hundred  volumes*  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  which 
only  were  valued  at  above  a  thoufand  pounds.  They  were 
the  moll  fplendid  and  coldly  copies  that  could  be  procured, 
and  among  the  reft  was  a  tranflation  into  French  of  Ovid's 
Metamorphofes,  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented*  that*  ex¬ 
cepting  a  beautiful  manufcript  of  Valerius  Maximus,  the 
ignorance*  the  falfe  zeal*  or  the  avarice  of  the  vifitors  of 
the  univerfity,  in  Edward  the  Sixth’s  reign*  deftroyed  or 
removed  the  whole  of  this  fumptuous  colleftion.  Whe- 
thamftede,  who  was  himfelf  an  encourager  of  learning  as 
well  as  an  hiftorian  and  a  biographer,  was  in  high  favour 
with  the  duke,  and  employed  by  him  in  co, Hefting  valu¬ 
able  books.  It  was  at  the  recommendation  and  command 
of  this  munificent  prince*  and  under  his  proteftion  and 
fuperintendence,  that  Lydgate  tranflated  Boccacio’s  trea- 
tife  de  Cafibus  Virorum  illuftrium.  The  duke’s  conde- 
fcenfion  in  converfing  with  learned  ecclefiaftics*  and  his 
diligence  in  ftudy*  are  highly  applauded  by  the  tranflator. 


the  STATE  OF  KNOWLEDGE,  &c.  xxvii 

by  whom  his  patron  is  compared  to  Julius  Casfar,  who, 
amidft  all  the  cares  of  (late,  was  not  afhamed  to  enter  the 
rhetorical  fchool  of  Cicero  at  Rome.  Duke  Humphrey’s 
patronage  was  not  confined  to  the  fcholars  alone  of  his  own 
country.  The  mod;  celebrated  writers  of  France  and 
Italy  folicited  his  favour,  and  experienced  his  liberality. 
Leonard  Aretine,  one  of  the  firft  reftorers  of  the  Greek 
tongue,  and  of  polite  literature  in  general ;  Petrus  Can¬ 
didas,  the  friend  of  Laurentius  Valla,  and  fecretary  to  the 
great  Cofmo,  duke  of  Milan  ;  Petrus  de  Monte,  of  Ve¬ 
nice  ;  and  Lapus  de  Caftellione, ,  a  Florentine  civilian,  and 
a  tranflator  of  the  Greek  daffies  into  Latin,  dedicated 
works  to  him  ;  and  it  appears,  from  their  encomiums,  that 
he  was  diftinguiihed  by  an  ardent  attachment  to  books  of 
all  kinds,  and  by  the  eagernefs  with  which  he  cultivated 
every  branch  of  knowledge.  He  aifo  retained  in  his  fer- 
vice  a  number  of  learned  foreigners,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  tranferibing  and  tranflating  ancient  manufcripts„ 
Antonio  de  Beccaari,  a  Veroneie,  who  was  one  of  thefe 
foreigners,  turned  into  Latin  the  Greek  poem  of  Dionyfius 
Afer  de  Situ  Orbis,  and  fix  trads  of  Athanaftus.  The  duke 
hath  been  reprefented  as  an  author  ;  but  it  is  a  falfe  fuppo- 
fition  that  he  wrote  an  aftronomical  trad,  entitled  cc  Tabulae 
Diredionum.”  There  is,  however,  in  the  library  of  Grdham 
college,  a  fcheme  of  calculations  which  bears  his  name.  Per¬ 
haps  there  never  was  a  more  zealous  encourager  of  litera¬ 
ture  than  Humphrey,  duke  of  Gloucefter  ^  and  we  are  not 
a  little  indebted  to  Mr.  Warton  for  being  the  firft  perfon 
who  has  enabled  the  public  fully  to  be  fenfibie,  in  this  re- 
ip  ed,  of  the  excellence  and  luftre  of  the  duke’s  charader. 

Among  the  patrons  of  learning  in  this  period,  two  ocher 
names  are  to  be  mentioned,  of  great  and  eminent  merit. 
Thefe  are  John  Tiptoft,  earl  of  Worcefter,  and  Anthony 
Widville,  earl  Rivers,  brother  to  the  queen  of  king  Edward 
the  Fourth.  Nor  were  they  protedors  and  promoters  of 
fcience  only,  but  writers  themfelves.  John  Tiptoft  ftudied 
at  Baliol  college,  Oxford,  where  his  rapid  progrefs  in 
knowledge  excited  much  admiration.  Having  been  fome 
time  employed  in  public  affairs,  he  quitted  them  in  order 
to  travel  abroad  for  farther  improve, mem.  After  he  had 
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gone  fo  far  as  to  the  Holy  Land,  he  came  back  to  Italy, 
where  he  refided  three  years,  and  devoted  himfelf  entirely 
to  the  purfuit  of  letters.  So  eminently  was  he  at  the  head 
of  literature,  and  fo  mafterly  an  orator,  that  when,  upon 
a  vifit  to  Rome,  he  delivered  an  oration  before  pope  Pius 
the  Second,  he  drew  tears  of  joy  and  admiration  from  that 
celebrated  and  learned  pontiff.  The  earl  of  Worcefter  ex- 
pended  no  fmall  fums  in  the  collecting  of  books.  To  the 
imiverfity  library  of  Oxford  he  prefented  as  many  writings 
as  had  coil  him  five  hundred  marks.  The  light  in  which 
lie  is  now  only  known  to  us  by  his  own  works,  is  that  of  a 
translator.  From  his  choice  an  this  refpedl  it  appears  that 
lie  had  a  claffical  knowledge  and  tafle ;  for  he  tranflated 
Cicero’s  two  treatifes  de  Amicitia  and  de  SeneClute,  and  fo 
much  of  Csefar’s  Commentaries  as  related  to  Britifh  affairs. 
He  tranflated  alfo  the  Orations  of  Publius  Cornelius  and 
Cains  Flaminius,  rivals  for  the  love  of  Lucretia.  Of  his 
original  productions  no  more  than  a  few  letters  and  fmall 
pieces  are  remaining  in  manufcript.  From  certain  rules, 
orders,  and  flatutes,  which  he  drew  up,  by  the  king’s  com¬ 
mandment,  when  conftable  of  England,  it  is  evident  that 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  regulations  and  laws  which 
reflected  j ufts,  tournaments,  and  triumphs. 

Equal  in  birth  and  accomplifhments,  and  fuperior  in 
alliance  and  military  exploits,  was  Anthony  Widville,  earl 
Rivers.  Fie  does  not  feem  to  have  had  the  fame  advan¬ 
tages  of  education  and  improvement  that  were  enjoyed  by 
the  earl  of  Worcefter.  But  whatever  thefe  were,  he  made 
the  beft  ufe  of  them,  and,  amidft  all  the  tumults  of  the 
times,  never  loft  fight  of  literature.  It  is  greatly  to.  his 
honour  that  he  was  the  friend  of  Caxton,  whole  new  art  he 
patronized  with  zeal  and  liberality.  The  fecond  book  printed 
in  England  was  a  work  of  earl  Rivers’s.  According  to  the 
fafhion  of  the  times,  and  agreeably  to  what  was  then  perhaps 
the  beft  mode  of  conveying  inftruftion  to  the  kingdom,  he 
principally  employed  himfelf  in  tranflations.  Thefe  were 
the  wife  Sayings  of  the  Philofophers,  from  the  Latin  of 
John  de  Teonville,  provoft  of  Paris;  the  moral  Proverbs 
of  Chriftian  of  Pifa ;  and  a  book,  entitled  the  Cordial,  4 
from  the  French  of  an  author  not  named.  The  earl  wrote 
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alfo  feveral  ballads  again  ft  the  feven  deadly  (ins.  Imperfebh 
as  the  writings  of  Tiptoft  and  Widville  may  now  be 
deemed,  great  praife  is  due  to  them  for  their  zealous  endea¬ 
vours  to  promote  the  caufe  of  learning,  and  to  fpread  among 
their  countrymen  a  regard  to  mental  accomplifhrnents.  The 
examples  of  men  lb  illuftrious  could  not  fail  of  producing 
fome  good  eft  efts.  It  muft  ever  be  lamented  that  thele 
two  eminent  noblemen  met  with  fo  untimely  and  unhappy 
an  end  ;  both  of  them  having  been  beheaded  when  they 
were  little  more  than  forty  years  of  age.  If  their  exiftence 
had  been  prolonged  to  the  natural  term  of  human  life,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  they  would  have  rendered  very  eiTen- 
tial  fervices  to  the  interefls  of  fcience  and  literature. 

Though  knowledge  in  general  was  in  a  low  ftate  during 
this  period,  various  meafures  were  purfued  which  contri¬ 
buted  to  its  future  advancement.  Some  of  thefe  have  al¬ 
ready  been  noticed,  and  we  fhall  conclude  this  article  with 
an  account  of  the  erection  of  public  feminaries  of  education. 

At  Oxford,  Richard  Fleming,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  founded 
Lincoln  college.  The  particular  defign  of  it  was  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  a  rebtor  and  feven  fcholars,  who  were  to  make  con- 
trover  fial  divinity  their  ftudy,  and  to  be  capable  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  church  againft  the  herefies  of  the  difciples  of  WIc~ 
liffe.  Thomas  Scot,  of  Rotheram,  one  of  Fleming’s  fuc- 
ceflors  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Lincoln,  completed  the  build¬ 
ing,  and  thus  was  efteemed  its  fecond  founder. 

To  Henry  Chicheley,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Oxford 
is  indebted  for  All-Souls  college.  He  inftituted  it  for  a  war¬ 
den  and  forty  fellows,  who  were  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  thole 
who  had  fallen  in  the  French  wars,  and  for  the  fouls  of  all 
the  faithful  who  had  departed  this  life.  Hence  the  college  de¬ 
rived  its  name.  It  hath  fince  been  applied  to  better  purpofes ; 
and  it  is  well  known  to  be  a  very  noble  foundation. 

Another  illuftrious  fern-in  ary  at  Oxford  derives  its  origin 
from  this  period.  We  refer  to  Magdalen  college,  which  was 
founded  by  William  Patten,  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  for  a  p re¬ 
dden  t5  forty  fellows,  thirty  fcholars,  and  a  variety  of  officers 
and  fervants  anfwerable  to  the  fplendour  of  the  inftitution. 
This  college  foon  became  one  of  the  ricJheft  in  Europe. 

Three 
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Three  firnilar  eftabli  foments  were  formed,  in  the  fame 
age,  at  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge.  King's  college  was 
founded  by  Henry  the  Sixth,  for  one  provoft,  feventy  fel¬ 
lows  and  fcholars,  three  chaplains,  fix  clerks,  and  a  number 
of  other  attendants.  The  original  plan  was  very  magni¬ 
ficent,  but  the  execution  of  it  was  prevented  by  the  cala^ 
mities  in  which  that  prince  was  involved.  Eton  fchool,  the 
parent  of  fo  many  eminent  fcholars,  was  inftituted  by 
Henry  as  a  nurfery  for  King's  college. 

Margaret,  the  high-fpirited  confort  of  this  monarch, 
cjid  not,  in  the  midft  of  her  political  engagements,  forget 
the  caufe  of  literature.  She  was  the  foundrefs  of  Queen's 
college,  which,  however,  from  the  misfortunes  that  foon 
came  upon  her,  would  have  been  in  danger  of  perifoing 
in  its  infancy,  had  it  not  been  preferved  by  the  attention  and 
zeal  of  Andrew  Ducket,  its  firft  prefident.  This  worthy 
man,  who  continued  in  his  office  forty  years,  obtained  fo 
many  benefactions  for  the  college,  that  he  is  juftly  con- 
fidered  as  having  refeued  it  from  deftruction. 

Katharine  hall  owes  its  inftitution  to  Robert  Woodlark, 
third  provoft  of  King's  college.  It  was  fmall  in  its  begin¬ 
ning,  but  in  a  courfe  of  time  grew  up  to  confiderable 
eminence,  both  with  regard  to  its  revenues  and  the  number 
of  its  members. 

During  this  period  the  new  fchools,  as  they  were  then 
called,  were  erected  at  Oxford,  by  Thomas  Hokenorton, 
abbot  of  Ofney.  About  the  fame  time,  the  foundation  was 
laid,  in  that  univerfity,  of  the  magnificent  divinity  lchool 
and  library ;  and  the  building  was  at  length  completed  by 
the  fucceffive  benefactions  of  Humphrey,  duke  of  Glou- 
cefter,  cardinal  John  Kemp,  archbifoop  of  York,  and  his 
nephew,  Thomas  Kemp,  bifoop  of  London.  The  erec^ 
tion  of  the  Quadrangle,  at  Cambridge,  containing  the 
public  fchools,  is  to  be  referred  to  the  fame  age. 

Though  the  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  had 
fo  long  fubfifted  in  England,  nothing  of  the  like  kind  had 
hitherto  taken  place  in  Scotland.  The  natives  of  that 
country,  who  devoted  themfelves  to  the  purfuit  of  learning, 
were  obliged  to  feek  for  in  (miction  in  foreign  parts.  But 
In  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  a  few  men  of 
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letters  at  St.  Andrew's  voluntarily  and  generoufly  engaged 
to  teach  the  fciences  ufually  taught,  to  fuch  as  chofe  to  re¬ 
ceive  their  inftrudions.  The  names  of  the  perfons  who 
firft  fet  on  foot  fo  laudable  a  defign  deferve  to  be  recorded." 
They  are  Laurence  Lindores,  Richard  Cornel,  John  Lit— 
fter,  John  Chevez,  William  Stephen,  John  Gyll,  William 
Fowles,  and  William  Croifer.  Peter  Lombard's  fentences, 
the  civil  and  canon  laws,  logic,  and  philofophy,  were  the 
fubjeds  of  the  ledures.  Henry  Wardlaw,  bifhop  of  St. 
Andrew's,  who  had  probably  been  an  original  favourer  of 
the  fcheme,  was  fo  highly  pleafed  with  the  profped  of  its 
fuccefs,  that  he  granted  a  charter,  declaring  the  city  to  be 
an  univerfity,  for  the  ftudy  of  divinity,  law,  medicine, 
and  the  liberal  arts.  This  charter,  agreeably  to  the  ideas 
of  the  time,  was  confirmed  by  the  pope.  That  admirable 
prince,  James  the  Firft,  of  Scotland,  when  he  obtained  the 
pofTeffion  of  his  crown,  foon  took  notice  of  the  new  in-, 
ftitution.  He  gave  the  members  of  it  many  marks  of  his 
favour,  and  fometimes  attended  their  public  ads  and  de¬ 
putations.  Ecclefiaflical  dignities  and  benefices  were  be¬ 
llowed  by  him  on  the  molt  eminent  profeffors ;  and  fuch  of 
the  fcholars  as  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  literary 
prog  refs,  he  noted  down  for  future  preferment.  To  all 
this  he  added  a  frefh  charter,  containing  a  grant  of  feveral 
important  privileges  and  immunities.  Notwithflanding 
fuch  pleafing  encouragement,  the  univerfity  was  very  defi¬ 
cient  in  accommodations  and  endowments.  The  (Indents 
lived  wholly  at  their  awn  expence,  and  the  teachers  had 
no  fixed  falaries.  In  this  fituation  the  inftiturion  continued 
nearly  forty  years,  when  another  public  fpirited  prelate, 
James  Kennedy,  the  fucceiTor  of  Wardlaw,  built  St.  Sal¬ 
vator's  college,  and  endowed  it  with  competent  revenues 
for  a  principal,  fix  fellows,  and  fix  poor  fcholars.  St.  An¬ 
drew's,  though  the  mother  univerfity  of  Scotland,  is  in¬ 
ferior  to  the  others  in  the  number  of  its  pupils  ;  the  young 
perfons  who  are  feat  thither  being  ufually,  we  apprehend, 
intended  for  divinity.  In  the  charaders  and  abilities  of 
its  profeffors,  it  hath  always  fuftained  an  honourable  repu¬ 
tation.  ;  and  home  of  them  have  been  of  no  fmall  note  in 
the  learned  world. 
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The  eftabliflhment  of  an  univerfity  at  St.  Andrew’s  ex¬ 
cited  the  zeal  of  William  Turnbull,  bifhop  of  Glafgow, 
to  have  an  univerfity  in  the  latter  city.  Accordingly  he 
obtained  an  ample  bull  from  the  pope  for  this  purpofe, 
which  was  no  fooner  brought  over  than  the  defign  was  car¬ 
ried  into  execution.  Dr.  David  Cadrow,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  reftor,  was  the  firft  lehturer  in  divinity,  Dr.  Jo'hn 
Lennox  in  civil  law,  and  Dr.  Andrew  de  Garlies,  as  there 
is  good  reafon  to  believe,  in  medicine.  Nearly  at  the 
fame  time  was  formed  the  college  or  faculty  of  arts,  of 
which  Dr.  William  Elphingfton  was  chofen  the  firft  dean, 
and  Dr:  Duncan  Bunch  the  firft  principal.  King  James 
the  Second  of  Scotland,  by  letters-patent  under  the  great 
feal  of  this  kingdom,  took  the  univerfity  of  Glafgow 
under  his  fpecial  protection,  and  bifhop  Turnbull  granted 
it,  by  charter,  a  variety  of  powers  and  privileges.  Still, 
however,  its  endowments  and  revenues  were  very  fmalk 
The  firft  valuable  benefaction  to  the  college  of  Glafgow, 
and  which  gave  it  a  folid  foundation  and  eftablifhment,  was 
derived  from  the  noble  family  of  Hamilton.  James,  lord 
Hamilton,  and  Euphemia,  countefs  of  Douglas,  his  lady, 
gave  a  tenement  for  the  accommodation  of  the  regents  and 
ftudents,  with  four  acres  of  ground  adjacent.  The  mo¬ 
tive  appears  to  have  been  fuperftitious,  but  the  gift  was 
ufeful.  We  need  not  inform  our  readers  how  well  the 
univerfity  has  preferved  its  reputation,  and  that,  within  the 
iaft  forty  or  fifty  years  in  particular,  fome  of  the  principal 
writers  of  the  age  have  been  profeftors  at  Glafgow. 
Hutchefon,  Leechman,  Simpfon,  More,  Adam  Smith, 
Reid,  Millar,  and  Richardfon,  are  names  which  will  readily 
occur  to  thofe  who  are  not  ftrangers  to  the  hiftory  of  mo¬ 
dern  literature 

*  Henry,  Warton,  Gilpin,  Walpole,  Pinkerton,  Tytler,  Biographia 
Britannica,  &c.  Sc c. 
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CHAPTER  L 

The  Crimea  acquired  by  the  Ruffians.  Defcription  of  the  three  Provinces  of 
Catharinqflavj ,  Taurlca ,  and  Gaucafus.  Calamitous  State  of  the  Otto •* 
man  Empire .  Claims  of  the  Emperor  on  the.  Dutch .  Their  internal  Di* 
f  ractious .  Affair  of  the  Schelde.  Mediation  of  Prance.  Exchange  of 
Bavaria .  Afair  of  Dautzic.  Prince  of  Denmark » 

nified  and  liberal.  The  emprefs, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  fenfible 
that  (he  could  not  have  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  for  preffing 
down  the  falling  luftre  of  the  Otto- 
mans.  The  commotions  of  the  Cri¬ 
mea,  and  the  favage  and  ungovern¬ 
able  fpirit  of  the  Turkifli  viceroys, 
feconded  her  deiigns.  An  inteftine 
rebellion  again  ft  the  khan  protect¬ 
ed  by  Rulfia,  was  fucceeded  by  a 
barbarous  execution  upon  the  per* 
fon  of  bis  envoy  by  the  governor 
of  Tainan. 

Nothing  could  be  more  contrary 
to  the  inclinations  of  the  vilierthan 
this  violence.  The  interference  of 
Vergennes,  .the  prime  minifter  o£ 
France,  was  Solicited  ;  the  offence 
was  expiated  in  the  blood  of  the 
criminal ;  and  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
extremely  favourable  to  the  fubjetfs 
of  the  czarina,  was  now  negociated. 
In  the  mean  time  preparations  for 
war  were  carried  on  with  diligence 
on  all  lides.  The  treaty  was  con* 
eluded  on  the  twenty-tied  of  June 
1783. 


WHILE  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  was  agitated  with 
ffuitlefs  contefts  between  the  differ¬ 
ent  parties  that  divided  her  ienate, 
the  powers  of  the  continent  were 
not  idle.  The  various  tranfaeftions 
which  were  carrying  on  at  this  pe¬ 
riod,  in  the  Eaftern  and  the  Weftern 
divilions  of  Europe,  will  claim  a 
considerable  degree  of  attention  from 
the  liberal  obferver.  Among  thefe 
the  firft  in  importance,  as  well  as 
from  its  fituation  the  firft  in  orJer, 
is  the  memorable  revolution  that 
took  place  refpedting  the  bounda¬ 
ries  of  the  Ruffian  and  the  Otto¬ 
man  empires. 

Neither  of  thefe  countries  were 
ignorant  of  their  true  fituation. 
The  Turkifli  government,  confei- 
ous  of  degeneracy  and  internal 
weaknefs,  were  defirous,  by  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  quiet  and  tranquillity,  to 
meliorate  their  condition  ;  and  the 
views  of  Amed  Halil,  the  grand  vi- 
lier,  for  the  reform  of  their  efta- 
hlifhment^,  and  the  introduftion  of 
civility  and  improvement,  were  dig- 
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Little  did  the  court  of  the  grand 
iignior  fufpect  the  machinations 
that  were  at  th's  moment  earning 

j  O, 

on  again  ft  them.  The  khan  of 
Tartary,  whether  from  his  own  in¬ 
clination,  or  compelled  by  the  power 
that  protected  him,  lignifieu  a  de¬ 
fire  to  reiign  his  fove  eigntv.-  The 
emprefs  prohibited  the  country  from 
proceeding-  to  eledt  a  fucceffior,  and 
prince  Potemkin,  a  nobleman  of 
great  confequence  and  truft,  was 
fent  to  take  poffeilion  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  the  name  of  his  miftrefs. 
The  manifefto  of  Catherine,  which 
he  publifhed  upon  his  arrival  in  the 
peninfula,  was  dated  on  the  eighth 
of  April,  and  the  news  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  tranfadtion  arrived  at 
Conftantinople  a  few  days  after  the 
iignature  of  the  treaty. 

It  were  tedious  and  uhinterefting 
to  enquire  into  all  the  fiudfuations 
of  the  Porte,  when  adverrifed  of  fo 
unexpedled  a  blow.  Suffice  it  to 
fay,  that  no  public  notice  was  taken 
of  the  ufurpation  till  it  was  offici¬ 
ally  notified,  on  the  twentieth  of 
November,  by  the  Ruifign  ambaf- 
fador.  It  was  doubtlefs  with  much 
ftruggle  and  re  Instance  that  the 
court  of  Conftantinople  could  be 
brought  to  a  formal  recognition  of 
the  proceeding's  of  the  emprefs  : 
but  her  power  was  too  great  and 
irreftftible.  The  emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many  was  at  this  time  in  the  ftribteil 
concert  with  her  government,  and 
was  ready  to  pour  an  effedfive  and 
well  difciplined  army  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  men  upon  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Turkey,  at  a  moment’s 
warning.  France,  though  file  put 
a  firm  and  clecifive  face  upon  the 
bulinefs,  though  file  prepared  a  fleet 
an  Toulon,  and  was  about  to  garri- 
fon  the  ifland  of  Cnndia,  was  too 
dlftant  to  afford  the  moft  valuable 
fucconr.  The  king  of  Prufiia  at- 
fecffid  not  to  appear  idle  and  unin- 
terefted  in  the  bufiuefs  ;  but  age 


had  unnerved  his  vigour,  and  de¬ 
prived  him  of  that  fpirit  of  fervency 
and  adventure  by  which  he  had 
once  been  diftinguiflied.  In  fine/ 
the  fituation  was  defperate,  and  re- 
lifiance  was  hopeiefe.  On  the  ninth 
of  January  1784,  the  feal  of  go¬ 
vernment  was  fixed  to  the  moft  ru¬ 
inous  and  difgraceful  defalcation  of 
empire  that,  if  we  take  along  with 
us  the  circumftance  of  its  being  ac- 
cornplifiied  without  the  fmalleft 
bioodflied,  was  almoft  ever  experi¬ 
enced  by  a  falling  ftate. 

In  the  mean  time,  if  we  would 
form  an  accurate  eftimate  of  the  ter¬ 
ritories  which  were  gained  by  the 
emprefs  in  purfuance  of  this  treaty, 
it  will  be  neceffary  for  us  to  have 
regard  to  three  different  periods  in 
her  hi ftory.  If  we  compare  the 
foil  them  boundaries  of  the  empire, 
as  they  are  now  defined,  with  the 
ftate  in  which  file  inherited  them 
from  her  predeceffors,  the  contrail 
will  be  fuch  as  to  require  a  fort 
of  ftretch  and  energy  of  under- 
flantling  to  take  it.  in  at  one  view. 
The  provinces  of  Catharinoflaw, 
Crimea,  and  Cuban,  which  were  at 
this  time  placed  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Potemkin,  conftitute  a  tradt 
of  country  capable  of  much  inter¬ 
nal  improvement,  and  of  high  va¬ 
lue  in  reipedf  to  navigation  and. 
commerce.  But  thefe  were  not  all 
the  acquisitions  of  1783.  By  the 
peace  of  July  1774,  which  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  Ruffian  con¬ 
fequence  upon  the  Euxine  lea,  the 
Nieper  and  the  Bog  were  declared 
to  conftitute  the  fouth-weftern  li¬ 
mits  of  the  two  empires.  The  di- 
ftridt  of  Tartary  lying  between 
thefe  rivers,  is  no  other  than  the 
fifif  of  the  provinces  we  have  enu¬ 
merated.  This  is  the  feat  of  the 
celebrated  port  and  city  of  Cher- 
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fon,  a  town  fearcely  to  be  found  in 
any  of  our  Atlaffes,  but  which  in 
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mice,  has  not  perhaps  been  equall¬ 
ed,  if  we  confider  its  recent  itand- 
ing,  by  any  colony  of  modern  times. 
Artifans,  manufacturers,  and  mer¬ 
chants,  pour  into  it  from  all  quar¬ 
ters,  and  the  time  feerns  not  go  be 
diftant  when  it  ihall  rank  as  t he  fe- 
cond  port  in  this  e.x  ten  live  empire. 
The  commerce  of  Cherfon  was,  if 
we  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion, 
guaranteed  and  fecured  to  the  em- 
prefs  by  the  cellion  of  Kinburn, 
which  lies  oppolite  to  Oczacow,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Nieoer. 

A 

The  gains  of  Ruflia,  on  the  w e ti¬ 
er  n  divifion  of  the  Euxine,  were 
fcarcely  lets  important.  The  limits 
of  Caiia  formed  the  outlet  of  the 
fea  or  Afoph,  and  the  command  of 
them  is  neceiiary,  in  order  to  give 
value  to  the  port  of  that  name. 
Accordingly  the  emprefs  obtained 
by  the  treaty  of  1774,  a  diftridt  of 
the  Crimea,  which  more  properly 
conftitutes  the  ftraits  than  the  city 
from  which  they  have  ufually  been 
denominated.  The  chief  towns  of 
this  diitrict  are  Kerch  and  Je'nifcala. 
Such  were  the  acquisitions  of  1774. 

The  provinces  added  to  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  dominions  by  the  convention  of 
1783,  were  the  Crimea,  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Cuban  Tartary,  and  the 
illand  of  Taman.  The  Afiatic  di- 
ftricts  have  ufually  been  compre¬ 
hended  under  the  general  appella¬ 
tion  of  Circaffia.  Their  feparation 
from  the  reft  of  that  country  is  re- 
cognifed  to  be  made  by  the  river  of 
Cuban.  Their  p  re  ten  (ions  appear 
to  be  limited  in  refpedt  of  popula¬ 
tion  and  improvement,  and  the  em¬ 
prefs  has  accordingly  held  out  the 
greateft  advantages  to  thpfe  who 
Ihall  be  willing  to  leitle  in  this  part 
of  her  dominions. 

The  Hate  of  the  Crimea  is  fup- 
pofed  to  exhibit  a  ftrong  contra (1  to 
that  of  its  neighbours  on  the  other 
fide  the  ftraits.  A  celebrated  tra¬ 


veller,  whole  lucubrations  feem  to 
have  been  received  with  a  particu¬ 
lar  degree  of  attention  and  refpebt, 
the  baron  de  Tort,  is  forward  upon 
ail  occafions  in  drawing  a  contra  ft 
between  the  Turks  and  the  Tartars, 
extremely  ro  the  advantage  of  the 
latter.  The  Turks,  according  to 
this  writer,  are  dull  and  iiuggiih, 
the  implicit  Haves  of  abfolute  power, 
incapable  of  inftrudtion  and  im¬ 
provement,  deftitute  of  liberal  think¬ 
ing,  and  making  up  for  this  defici¬ 
ency  by  treacherous  impolit  on  and 
intolerable  arrogance.  The  Tar- 
tars,  on  the  contrary,  are  brifk, 
lively,  and  ingenious,  affable  and 
courteous  to  ftranyers,  and  dd (irons 
of  inftrudtion.  Thole  that  inhabit 
the  peninfula  are  represented  by 
him  as  arrived  at  a  conliderable  de¬ 
gree  of  civilization,  and  much  fu- 
periorto  their  late  mailers  iii  every 
liberal  accpmplidim  nt. 

The  views  of  the  emprefs  in  ac¬ 
quiring  this  territory,  have  been 
magnificent  and  lubiime.  She  has 
entered  into  the  ideas  which  hate 
been  long  cherifhed  by  the  culti¬ 
vated  nations  of  Europe.  We  have 
been  tiled  to  confider  the  Greeks  as 
a  race  of  men  worthy  of  every  ho¬ 
nour.  Their  ingenuity,  their  a- 
cutenefs,  their  wit,  their  activity 
in  every  purfuit,  the  boundlcfs  de¬ 
gree  of  improvement  of  which  they 
are  capable,  form  a  perfect  contrail 
to  the  indolence  of  their  lordly  and 
imperious  matters.  We  can  fcarce¬ 
ly  look  back  to  the  more  fplendid 
period  of  Athens,  without  feeling  a 
fort  of  enthuiiafm  in  their  caufe. 
We  are  irreliftibly  led  to  imagine, 
that  the  country,  which  was  the 
mother  of  all  that  is  excellent  in 
ftatuary,  in  painting,  in  poetry,  in 
rhetoric,  and  in  morals,  mult  be 
particularly' fitted  for  unfolding  the 
powers  of  the  human  mind.  Ani¬ 
mated  by  thefe  conhderations,  we 
A  3  wiib, 
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vvifh  IX)  fee  revived  among  them 
their  ancient  freedom,  and  would  be 
content  that  their  conquerors  fhould 
be  driven  back  to  their  proper  field, 
the  emafculat-e  and  defpotic  regions 
of  Aha. 

We  fhould  be  apt  to  quefion  the 
Sincerity  of  the  lovereign  of  a  de¬ 
fpotic  government,  if  Ihe  pretended 
to  del; re  to  revive  the  republicanifm 
along  with  the  character  of  Athens. 
But.  her  profelfons  have  not  as  yet 
gone  to  a  length  of  this  fort.  Her 
immediate  deiign  has  been  to  invite 
the  Greeks  from  every  province  of 
Turkey  into  her  dominions,  and  to 
conlolidate  them  in  a  manner  with 
her  new  Tartarian  fubje&s.  With 
this  defgn  fhe  has  undertaken  to 
abolifh  the  barbarous,  and  revive 
the  Grecian  names  of  the  regions 
and  towns  in  the  peniiifula.  The 
name  of  Crimea  will  probably  hence¬ 
forth  be  loft  in  the  revived  appella¬ 
tion  of  Taurica.  At  the  fame  time 
that  the  czarina  has  attended  to  the 
population  and  culture  of  her  pro¬ 
vinces,  fhe  has  not  loft  light  of  her 
favourite  idea  of  commerce.  In 
little  more  than  a  month  from  the 
fignature  of  the  treaty,  by  which 
the  Turks  finally  ceded  their  pre- 
tenfions  to  her,  file  declared  three 
free  ports  in  her  newly  acquired  ter¬ 
ritories.  The  firft  of  thele  was  the 
capital  of  Catharinoflaw,  which  we 
have  already  defer ibed.  The  other 
two  belong  to  the  Cherfonefus  Tau¬ 
rica,  one  lying  on  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  the  other  on  the  weftern  fide  of 
the  peninfula.  The  firft,  formerly 
called  Caffa,  has  now  received  the 
appellation  of  Theodofia,  and  the 
town  of  Afitiar,  near  Baczifaria,  is 
denominated  Sebaftopolis.  Thele 
are  her  European  acquifitions. 

The  map  of  country  added  to  the 
empire  of  the  czarina  is  large  and 
•exteniive.  Time  and  obfervation 
alone  can  enable  us  to  form  a  judg¬ 


ment  of  its  value.  Meanwhile  it  {$ 
natural  enough  to  exclaim,  when 
we  furvey  the  vaft  and  uncultivated 
country  in  various  climates,  and  in 
different  parts  of  the  world,  that 
already  acknowledge  her  power, 
44  What  is  the  uie  that  can  refuk 
to  her  from  enlarging  fiill  more  an 
empire  that  leems  already  encum¬ 
bered  by  its  boundlels  extent !  The 
advantages  of  commerce  had  been 
fully  fecured  by  the  peace  of  1774. 
To  the  peace  of  1774  the  Ruffians 
had  been  indebted  for  the  port  of 
Che; fan,  for  their  poftefiioii  of  the 
ftraits  of  1  heodofia,  and  for  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Euxine  and 
the  Hellespont.  All  that  is  f ca lid  in 
the  convention  of  1783,  was  le- 
cured  by  the  preceding  treaty,  and 
-the  reft  is  ufelefs  incumbrance  and 
parade.  A  refpebt  for  the  tribes  of 
men  that  bear  the  denomination  of 
Greek,  is  obvious  and  natural.  But 
is  it  founded  in  obfervation  and 
truth  ?  The  Greeks  of  ancient  times 
were  venerable  and  olorious  :  but 

O 

thofe  of  the  prefent  age,  do  they 
not  appear  to  be  the  dulleft  and 
moll  obfequious  of  ilaves,  without 
one  grain  of  the  ablivity,  the  libe¬ 
rality  or  the  worth  that  diiiinguifh 
their  anceftors  ?  If  it  were  Other- 
wife,  will  any  principles  of  religion 
or  morality  authorife  us  to  expel 
from  thefe  provinces  a  nation  of 
men  who  have  been  in  peaceable 
polfeffion  of  many  of  them  for  more 
than  three  centuries  ?”  To  thisit 
might  indeed  beanfwered,  that  the 
peninfula  appears  to  be  very  far 
from  a  country  depopulated  and 
highly  barbarous  ;  and  that  if  we 
have  not  a  right  to  expel  the  Otto¬ 
mans  from  their  European  poflef- 
fions,  we  have  at  leaft  a  right  to 
co-operate  uith  any*  opp relied  na¬ 
tion  on  earth  for  the  recovery  of 
their  liberties.  But  the  latter  of 
thefe  oblewauions  has  little  to  do 

with 
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with  the  proceedings  of  the  em¬ 
prefs,  and  neither  of  them  have  the 
final  left  tendency  to  juftify  a  con¬ 
duct  iels  veiled  with  even  the  Uia- 
dovv  of  right  than  any  proceeding 
with  which  almoft  any  fovereign 
has  dared  to  infult  the  world. 

But  Catharinoflaw,  Taurica,  and 
Caucafus,  are  not  the  only  pro¬ 
vinces  that  have  lately  vefted  in  the 
emprefs.  Belide  them  die  has  alfo 
acquired  a  footing  in  the  Grecian 
province  of  Georgia.  Georgia  is 
leparated  from  the  region  of  Cau- 
calus  by  the  inhabitants  of  fouth- 
ern  Circaffia.  But  as  thefe  Tartars 
are  only  partly  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Turks,  and  partly  independ¬ 
ent,  they  are  fcarcely  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  barrier  between  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  and  the  Georgians.  The  lat¬ 
ter  nation  has  always  been  govern¬ 
ed  by  its  own  fovereigns,  among 
whom  two  are  particularly  diftin- 
guifhed,  the  czar  of  Imiretta,  and 
Heraclius,  czar  of  Cartalinia,  in 
whofe  dominions  is  the  city  of  Te- 
flis.  Thefe  princes  had  originally 
done  homage,  the  latter  to  the  fo- 
phi  of  Perlia,  and  the  former  to  the 
monarch  of  Conftantinople.  Their 
allegiance,  however,  had  long  fat 
Joofe  upon  them,  and  during  the 
late  war  between  the  Turks  and  the 
R.uilians,  they  had  occafionally  en¬ 
tered  into  connection  with  the  north¬ 
ern  potentate.  It  appears,  that  foon 
after  the  Ruffians  had  taken  poftef- 
fion  of  Taurica,  Heraclius,  the  feu¬ 
datory  of  Perfia,  formally  recog- 
nifed  the  emprefs  in  the  character 
of  paramount ;  and  about  twelve 
months  after  this,  in  the  autumn  of 
1784,  he  fent  a  perfon  commiffioned 
to  reprefent  him,  accompanied  by 
his  two  Ions,  one  of  them  deftined 
for  the  army,  the  other  for  the 
church,  to  relidc  at  the  court  of  Pe¬ 
te  r  (burgh. 

The  revolutions  in  this  country 
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were  not  unaccompanied  with  blood- 
fired.  On  the  fourteenth  of  Octo¬ 
ber  an  engagement  took  place  be¬ 
tween  Heraclius,  affifted  by  a  Ruf¬ 
fian  general,  and  the  irregular 
mountaineers  of  Caucafus,  profefP 
ing  themfelves  the  partifans  of  the 
Porte,  in  which  a  prince  of  Pie  fie 
Rhinfields  was  found  among  the 
ilain.  About  the  fame  time  a  fipii-s 
lar  engagement  took  place  on  the 
fide  of  the  czar  of  Imiretta,  in 
which  he  loft  the  eldell  of  his  fons. 
This  prince  had  hitherto  maintain-* 
ed  a  kind  of  neutrality  between 
Ruffia  and  Turkey,  but,  foured  by 
his  recent  calamity,  he  now  began 
to  alienate  himlelf  from  the  court 
of  Conftantinople.  The  reigning 
czar  died  about  the  conclufion  of 
the  year,  and  on  the  ninth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1785,  his  fuccefTor  imitated 
the  example  of  Heraclius,  and  ac*> 
knowledged  the  fovereignty  of  the 
court  of  Peterfburgh. 

The  lofs  of  Taurica  and  Cauca¬ 
fus,  and  the  hoftile  connexions  that 
were  formed  by  the  princes  of 
Georgia,  were  not  the  only  cala¬ 
mities  experienced  during  this  pe¬ 
riod  by  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The 
whole  empire  feemed  to  exhibit 
convulfions  that  foreboded  a  Hid¬ 
den  and  calamitous  termination. 
Turing  the  year  1784,  Baffora  was 
befieged,  though  unfuccelsfully,  by 
the  Perfian  arms  ;  the  governors  of 
Nicolia  in  the  illand  of  Cyprus, 
and  of  Bagdad,  were  alfaffinated  by 
their  tumultuous  citizens ;  an  a- 
larming  infurreefion  took  place  at 
Aleppo  ;  and  the  valuable  province 
of  Egypt  was  exhaufted  by  inte- 
ftitie  divifions  and  civil  war.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Ottoman  P*orte 
was  called  upon,  firft  by  the  empe¬ 
ror,  and  afterwards  by  the  Spa¬ 
niard,  to  reftrain  the  pillages  of 
their  nominal  fubje&s  in  the  ftates 
of  Barbary.  Various  feeble  and 
A  4.  tern- 
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temporifing  negotiations  took  place 
upon  the  fubjed  ;  but  the  Turkifh 
adinlnili  ration  feem  at  length  to  have 
found  the  means  of  bringing  them 
to  a  favourable  conclulion. 

This  adminiftration  was  pofTeffed 
of  prudence,  fagacity  and  wiidom, 
worthy  of  a  more  aufpiaous  the¬ 
atre.  In  the  midfi  of  threats  and 
denunciations  from  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  of  diforders  of  the  moil 
alarming  nature  within  the  confines 
of  the  empire,  their  attention  was 
turned  to  various  means  of  improv¬ 
ing  and  reforming  the  manners,  and 
giving  energy  and  veneration  to' 
the  powers  of  their  country.  The 
capitan  pacha,  or  great  admiral  of 
Conilantinople,  made  a  circuitous 
voyage  of  feme  months,  with  a 
confiderable  fquadron,  in  order  to 
collect  the  contributions,  ahdinfufe 
awe  into  the  inhabitants  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  provinces.  Meanwhile  A- 
med  Halil,  the  grand  viiier,  mfli- 
tuted  a  reform  in  the  corps  of  ja- 
niffaries,  and  made  an  attempt,  but 
an  unfijccefsful  one,  to  introduce 
the  European  difeipiine  into  the 
Turk ifli  army.  At  the  fame  time 
be  exhibited  the  novelty  of  a  pub¬ 
lic  prefs  in  the  capital,  and  feme 
volumes  of  a  general  hiilory  of  the 
Ottoman  empire  already  appeared. 
But  thefe  proceedings,  though  fage 
and  judicious,  were  infufficient  to 
fuccour  the  ci it i seal  hate  oi  the  mo¬ 
narchy  he  had  to  govern.  The 
Turk  fill  hauteur  could  ill  brook 
difg-race  '  and  humiliation,  and  the 
celfioii  of  their  valuable  provinces 
lank  led  at  their  heart.  They  were 
unwilling  to  nferibe  this  to  its  real 
fotirce,  the  imbecility  of  the  nation, 
mid  their  ill  humour  difeovered  it- 

*  ,  f  ■  f 

felf  in  diicontent  and  murmurs  a- 
g.ainft  the  adminiftration  of  the  yir 
lien. 

From  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  we 

tiffin  to  her  iHuilfiovts  Jle- 


fpedting  the  character  of  this  prince 
the  world  has  been  much  divided. 
Some  have  deferibed  him  .as  a  mo¬ 
del  of  policy,  fagacity,  and  liberal 
thinking;  while  others  have  repre- 
fented  him  as  little  elfe  than  a  com¬ 
pound  of  whim  and  caprice,  fan- 
tallic  in  his  fentiments,  and  vari¬ 
able  in  his  deciiions.  r  he  tranf- 
adlions  of  the  period  we  are  to  re¬ 
late  will  probably  fuiiice  to  fix  our 
idea  of  his  public  character.  The 
conduct  and  progrefs  of  his  claims 
upon  the  T urks  and  on  the  Schelde, 
and  his  negotiate n,  lefs  notorious, 
but  more  memorable,  with  the  elec¬ 
tor  of  Bavaria,  afford  the  moll  co¬ 
pious  field  for  our  inveiligatiun. 
We  will  relate  them  impartially, 
and  endeavour  to  point  out  the  phi- 
lofophieal  refult  of  the  whole. 

Among  the  various  imaginations 
that  have  been  flatted  upon  the  fub- 
jedf,  it  is  difficult  to  decide  upon 
the  extent  of  the  monarch’s  views, 
in  the  combination  that  he  formed 
with  the  Ruffians,  for  the  purpoie 
of  humbling  the  pride  of  the 
Turkifh,  empire.  They  have  been 
ilated  as  going  to  the  extent  of  add- 
ing  Moldavia  and  Walachia  to  his 
exilting  dominions,  and-  rendering 
the  Danube  the  foil  thorn  boundary 
of  his  provinces.  And  they  have 
been  exaggerated  to  the  romantic 
length  of  expelling  the  Os  tomans 
bom  the  climates  of  Europe,  and 
feating  hirnfelf  and  his  illuilrious 
coadjutor  upon  the  throne  of  Con¬ 
ilantinople,  All  that  has  ever  been 
authentically  acknowledged  to  the 
public,  has  been  a  claim  upon  the 
Turkifh  Croatia,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Unna,  and  the  town  and 
fortrefs  of  New  and  Old  Orfowa, 
together  with  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Danube  from  Semiin  to.  the 
Black  Sea.  It  is  not  more  eafy  to 
decide  upon  the  quefticn  in  refpedt 
of  policy  than  in  regard  to  au¬ 
thentic 
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then  tic  information.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  would  feem  a  poor  and  ill- 
judged  ambition  to  defire  to  add 
wide  and  lavage  deferts  to  his  do¬ 
minions,  at  the  verv  time  that  Hun- 
gary  and  Tranfylvania,  and  the,  reft 
of  the  Ultra-Germanic  provinces, 
rank  fo  extremely  low  in  point  of 
fertility  and  civilization,  and  are 
capable  of  fo  unbounded  improve¬ 
ments.  On  the  other  hand,  to  con- 
iider  the  emperor  as  aiming  at  no¬ 
thing  of  this  fort,  is  it  not  to  re¬ 
gard  him  as  the  mean  and  pailive 
inftrument  for  the  aggrandizement 
of  the  Ruffian  empire,  a  tool  in 
the  hands  of  the  Amazon  of  the 
North  ? 

The  charafiteriftic  of  the  Auftrian 
fovereign  feems  to  be  a  re  fiefs  and 
infatiable  activity.  At  the  very 
time  that  he  was  muftering  his 
troops  under  the  walls  of  Efiek  and 
Eelgradc,  while  at  the  fame  time 
he  was  executing  the  moft  extenfive 
plans  of  Civil  and  ecclefiaflieal  re¬ 
form,  he  cheriftied  in  his  mind  the 
important  claims  he  had  formed  up¬ 
on  the  Belgic  republic,  and  took 
feveral  fteps  in  order  to  their  being 
reduced  into  practice.  To  add  to 
the  complication  and  ftngu larky  of 
his  fttuation,  he  fet  out  from  Vi¬ 
enna  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
and  made  a  tour  of  three  or  lour 
months  through  the  ftates  of  Italy. 
It  was  at  this  .very  time  that  the 
treaty  was  negociated  that  gave  the 
czarina  fo  extensive  all  acceffion  of 
dominion,  and  that  about  fix  weeks 
after,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  the  Porte  confented  to  add 
a  ftipulation  for  ihe  free  navigation 
of  the  Danube,  as  a  fupplement  to 
the  treaty  of  Paflarowitz.  The 
quefiion,  however,  refpe fifing  the 
demarcation  of  the  limits,  was  drawn 
out  into  extreme  -length  ;  and  it  is 
fcarcely  to  be  doubted  that  the  em¬ 
peror  buffered  the  favourable  mo¬ 


ment  to  efcape  him,  in  which  he 
might  have  advanced  and  been  in¬ 
dulged  in  the  largeft  pretenfions. 

it  was  the  fuccefs  which  the  Au- 
ftrian  monarch  had  experienced  in 
the  year  1781,  refpefiting  the 'de¬ 
molition  of  the  Dutch  barrier,  that 
encouraged  him  to  look  into  the 
farther  pretenfions  he  might  form 
upon  his  mercantile  neighbours. 
Without  fpecifying  a  fingle  claim 
of  this  fort,  in  the  autumn  of  the 
year  1783  he  demanded  of  the  re¬ 
public  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
miffion  to  meet  at  Brufiels,  for  the 
accurate  afcertaining  the  bounda¬ 
ries  of  the  Dutch  and  Auftrian  Ne¬ 
therlands.  While  this  demand  was 
under  the  deliberation  of  the  ftates, 
on  the  fourth  of  November  a  fmall 
detachment  of  Auftrian  troops  fud- 
denly  advanced  upon  the  territories 
of  the  republic.  One  party  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Fort  Saint  Donat,  where 
they  arrived  at  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  immediately  difpof- 
felfed  the  garrifon  of  the  ftates,  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  fort-major,  a  corpo¬ 
ral,  a  vice-corporal,  and  four  pri¬ 
vates.  At  the  fame  time  a  fecond 
detachment  arrived  at  Fort  Saint 
Paul,  and  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  it,  buffering  a  corporal,  with  his 
guard  of  two  men,  to  retire  to  the 
garrifon  of  Sluys,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  were  thefe  liib ordinate  re¬ 
doubts. 

It  were  neediefs  to  enumerate  all 
the  memorials  and  counter  memo¬ 
rials  which  palled  between  the  em¬ 
peror  and  the  Dutch  during  this  pe- 
riod.  Previoufly  to  the  furprize  of 
the  forts  we  have  mentioned,  the 
Auftrian  government  had  made  a 
formal  complaint  refpefiting  the  vi¬ 
olation  of  the  burying-g round  of 
the  village  of  Doel,  and  an  in¬ 
fringement  upon  a  claim  of  fifhing 
in  a  brook  of  that  neighbourhood. 
At  the  time  of  the  feifure  of  Saint 
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Donat,  a  party  of  half  a  dozen 
Dutch  recruits  were  arretted  by 
order  of  the  emperor,  and  a  formal 
demand  was  made  of  a  free  naviga¬ 
tion  beyond  fort  Lillo,  as  far  as  the 
land  of  Saftingen,  fome  miles  up 
the  Schelde.  It  was  accordingly 
inlifted,  that  the  guardfliip,  which 
had  ufually  been  ttationed  at  fort 
Lillo,  fhould  be  immediately  with¬ 
drawn,  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
cnfuing  conferences. 

It  isfcarcely  to  be  imagined  that 
the  attention  of  a  great  monarch, 
however  minute  and  accurate  its 
mveftigations  might  be  fuppoled, 
could  really  have  retted,  and  fixed 
nn  abfolute  importance  upon  lo 
petty  tranfadfions.  In  the  mean 
time  it  is  not  eafy  to  decide  whe¬ 
ther  this  momentary  face  of  things 
were  intended  by  the  Auttrian 
monarch  to  dedude  the  Dutch  into 
a  fa  lie  fecurity,  or  whether  his 
conduct  is  to  be  aferibed  to  the  un¬ 
certainty  in  which  he  felt  himfelf 
refpedting  the  grand  objedt  of  his 
claims.  The  town  and  dilnict  of 
Maeftrlcht  feem  to  have  conilituted 
an  ohjedt,  which  was  regarded  with 
lingular  complacence  by  the  em- 
peior.  At  the  lame  time  we  can¬ 
not  conceive  that  leading  and  cora- 
prehenfive  conttderation,  which  at 
this  time  filled  the  mouth  of  every 
cottce-houfe  politician,  could  pals 
unnoticed  in  the  mind  of  the  em¬ 
peror.  The  opening  of  the  Schelde 
towards  the  lea,  might  involve 
conl'et] uences  in  its  operation,  diffi¬ 
cult  to  calculate,  undefinable  in 
their  duration,  but  full  of  the  molt 
inettimable  benefits  to  the  Auttrian 
pofseilions.  What  Fy re  and  Alex¬ 
andria  were  in  the  commerce  of 
ancient  hitiory,  fuch  weie  Venice 
and  Antwerp  about  three  centuries 
a°o  in  the  hiilory  of  modern  Eu- 
rope.  Though  the  commerce  of 
Antwerp  had  been  loll,  its  wealth 


had  been  preferved  and  accumulate 
ed.  Nor  was  the  importance  of 
this  objedt  a  more  obvious  confidc- 
ration  than  the  appeal  ,  which  the 
claim  would  make  to  the  common 
fenle  and  the  principles  of  natural 
right  inherent  in  the  human  mind. 
The  noble  ttream  of  the  Schelde 
was  abenefit  which  the  great  creator 
had  bellowed  upon  the  people  of 
Antwerp.  To  demand  and  to  re- 
fume  his  benefits  could  never  be 
iinjutt.  They  fuperfeded  all  con- 
fideralions  of  local  policy  and  all 
the  conceffions  of  momentary  ad- 
verfity.  The  Schelde  was  a  pof- 
fellion  which  could  no  more  be  fold 
or  alienated  by  the  people  of  Ant¬ 
werp  or  their  lord  paramount, 
than  their  liberty  or  their  lives. 

No  period  could  have  been  more 
favourable  to  the  emperor’s  claims. 
The  Dutch  had  but  jutt  emerged 
from  a  mod  unfortunate  war,  and 
were  tom  and  diftradfed  by  all  the 
mifery  of  civil  dilTenfion.  The 
late  war  had  involved  fome  of  the 
greatett:  powers  in  Europe,  parti¬ 
cularly  France;  and  having  obtain¬ 
ed  a  period  of  tranquillity  they  were 
little  difpottd  to  engage  in  frefli 
hoftilities.  The  prelent  period  was 
even  more  aufpicious  than  that  in 
which  the  war  had  been  at  its 
greatett:  height,  ttnee,  as  it  has 
been  well  obferved,  it  is  dels  eafy 
to  put  a  body  in  a  ttate  of  reft  into 
a  ttate  of  motion,  than  to  give  a 
new  direction  to  that  motion  that 
already  exifts.  As  if  providence 
had  fought  on  the  fide  of  the  em¬ 
peror,  the  archbifhop  eledtor  of 
Cologne,  bifhop  of  Munfter,  died 
a  few  days'  before,  and  the  prince 
billiop  of  Liege,  a  few  days  after 
t'hc  commencement  of  the  confer¬ 
ences  of  Brulfels,  one  on  the  fifteenth 
the  other  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
April.  Maximilian,  third  brother 
to  the  emperor,  had  been  ele&ed; 
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coadjutor  to  the  archbifliop  of  Co¬ 
logne  a  few  years  before,  and  enter¬ 
ed  upon  the  fucceffion  immediately 
on  the  death  of  his  principal.  The 
fame  prince  had  been  mentioned 
as  a  candidate  for  the  bifhoprick  ot 
Liege.  This  however  would  have 
been  too  barefaced  an  engroffment 
of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Au- 
ftrian,  and  accordingly,  on  the 
twenty-firft  of  July,  the  count  of 
Hoenfbroech,  who  was  faid  to  be 
in  habits  of  dependence  upon  the 
emperor,  was  appointed  to  that 
fee. 

In  a  lituation  fo  favourable  to  his 
claims,  the  emperor  did  not  how¬ 
ever,  advance  the  pretenfion,  which 
had  long  fixed  the  expectations  of 
Europe,  and  which  perhaps  was 
the  only  one  qualified  confiderably 
to  meliorate  his  dominions,  or  was 
worthy  the  attention  of  a  great 
prince.  The  lilt  of  his  demands 
was  delivered  in  to  the  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  at  Brulfels,  on  the  fourth 
of  May,  and  related  chiefly  to  cer¬ 
tain  extenfions  of  the  limits  on  the 
fide  of  Antwerp,  of  Breda,  and  of 
Bois  le  due.  The  forts  of  Lillo 
and  of  Liefkenfhoek  were  to  be 
brought  within  narrower  bounds 
and  thole  of  Kruickfhank  and  Fre¬ 
deric  Henry,  to  be  entirely  demo- 
lillied.  The  inland  navigation  of 
the  Schelde  was  demanded  beyond 
Lillo,  as  far  as  the  land  of  Saftin- 
gen.  Requifitions  were  made  of 
various  l'mall  films  of  money,  de¬ 
clared  to  Fie  debts  on  the  part  of  the 
republic,  contracted  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  to  the  middle  of  the  prefent 
century.  The  claim  of  the  great- 
eft  importance  feems  to  have  been 
that  upon  the  town  of  Maeftricht 
and  the  territory  of  Outre  Meufe, 
a  country  disjoined  from  the  reft 
of  the  Dutch  poflelftons  on  the  fide 
of  Flanders.  The  claims  of  the 
emperor  were  little  relifhed  on  the 


part  of  the  republic,  and  the  ftates 
were  extremely  urgent  to  obtain 
4  the  mediation  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles. 

No  lituation  could  bear  a  more 
inaufpicious  alpeeft,  upon  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilities  againft  a 
great  and  powerful  prince  than 
that  of  the  Dutch  government.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  their  internal  af¬ 
fairs  had  exhibited  nothing  but 
one  continued  feeneof  difeord,  con- 
troverfy,  and  confulion.  That  war 
had  originally  bgen  brought  on  by 
the  meafures  of  the  ariftocratical 
party,  and  had  never  been  accept¬ 
able  to  the  mafs  of  the  people* 
On  the  other  hand,  the  condudf  of 
the  war  had  been  fpiritlefs,  injudi¬ 
cious,  and  unfuccefsful ;  and  the 
odium  of  the  mifearriage  was  labo- 
rioufly  thrown  by  the  lfates  on  the 
prince  of  Orange  and  his  minifters. 
A  conteft  had  long  lubfifted  between 
the  ariftocratical  party  and  Louis, 
prince  of  Brunfwic,  the  firft  mili¬ 
tary  fervant  of  the  republic,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  lladtholder.  To 
prince  Louis  of  Brunfwic,  Great 
Britain  had  originally  offered  the 
command  of  her  armies  in  Ger¬ 
many  during  the  laft  continental 
war;  and  it  was.  only  upon  his 
declining  the  propofal,  that'  the 
command  was  conferred  upon  prince 
Ferdinand,  his  younger  brother. 
He  had  been  appointed  governor 
of  the  reigning  prince  of  Orange 
during  his  minority,  and  was  fup- 
pol'ed  to  have  a  confiderable  influ¬ 
ence  over  the  mind  of  his  pupil. 
To  him  many  of  the  mifearriages 
of  the  war  of  17  So  were  publicly 
imputed. 

One  affair  in  particular,  drew  a 
very  general  and  ierious  attention. 
A  fleet  had  been  appointed,  under 
the  command  of  admiral  count 
By  land,  to  join  the  allied  fleet  of 
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France  and  Spain  before  Bred,  in 
the  month  of  September,  1782. 
This  fleet  had-  never  gone  out  of 
port,  or  taken  a  dingle  Hep  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  orders  of  government. 
Their  oflenfible  reafon  was  the 
want  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
proviiions  ;  but  many  pretended  to 
fufpect  that  the  orders  of  the  Hates 
bad  been  fecretly  countermanded 
fey.  the  adminiftration  of  the  ftadt- 
bolder.  The  entire  failure  which 
bad  taken  place  in  the  propofed 
jimdlion,  had  been  regarded  with 
much  chagrin  by  the  court  of 
France,  and  it  was  partly  in  con- 
iequence  of  her  inflances  that  com- 
imffioners  were  chofen  by  the  Hates 
general,  in  the  autumn  of  1783, 
to  make  an  accurate  invefrigation 
into  this  inglorious  tranfadlion. 
Their  enquiries  were  drawn  into 
extreme  length,  and  various  ob- 
fbtcles  were  fuppofed  to  have  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  their  proceed* 
lugs.  Many  of  the  officers  of  the 
beet  had  been  fent  by  order  of 
the  Iladtholder  to  diftant  ftations. 
Count  By  land  himfelf  made  a  diffi¬ 
culty  in  anfwering  quefuons  that 
feemed  of  all  others,  moil  to  the 
purpofe  of  the  enquiry.  A  report 
was  propagated,  during  the  progreis 
of  the  bufinefs,  that  the  admiral 
bad  explicitly  afcribed  the  failure  to 
the  directions  of  the  iladtholder ; 
a  report  againft  which  the  ftadt- 
feolder  thought  fit  to  enter  a  public 
refutation. 

The  conte fts  between  the  prince 
of  Orange  and  the  ariflocracy  were 
multiplied  and  divided  almoft  be¬ 
yond  the  power  of  enumeration. 
With  h:m  had  ufually  relied  not 
merely  the  appointment  and  dif- 
miffion  of  the  officers  of  the  army, 
as  captain-general  of  the  union,  but 
alfo  the  nomination  to  certain  ma- 
gifti  -acies  in  almoft  every  town  of 
the  United  Provinces.  In  fcarcely 


a  fing.le  inftance  was  this  claim 
now  admitted.  It  was  controvert¬ 
ed  on  all  hides,  and  almoft  every 
where  with  fuecefs.  The  power 
of  the  prince  of  Orange  was  ra¬ 
pidly  declining,  and  there  feemed 
neither  wifdom,  nor  policy,  nor  ener¬ 
gy,  nor  firmnels  on  his  part,  enough 
to  fufpend  fo  great  a  ruin.  His 
unprotected  fituation  had  excited 
the  attention  of  the  monarch  of 
Pruffia,  who  had  addreffed  both  the 
ftates  general,  and  the  Hates  of  the 
province  of  Holland,  who  were 
conceived  to  be  moft  inimical  to 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Iladtholder, 
in  the  month  of  January  17834 
He  renewed  his  reprefentations  on 
this  fubjeH  in  the  fpring  of  1784. 
Thefe  memorials  were  fucceeded 
by  complaints  of  the  intemperance 
of  the  Dutch  prints,  and  a  demand 
of  certain  retlridHons  on  their  prefs, 
which  do  not  feem  to  have  con¬ 
ferred  any  particular  In  ft  re  upon 
the  celebrated  Frederic.  In  the 
mean  time  the  populace  of  the 
towns  were  not  lefs  affiduous  nor 
lefs  zealous  in  favour  of  their 
prince,  and  they  difpJayed  their 
inclination  by  parading  the  ftreets, 
by  the  colour  of  their  cockades, 
and  by  repeated  tumults.  A  more 
ferious  oppolitiOn  arofe  in  the  ma- 
giftracies  of  certain  towns,  and  in 
the  equeftrian  order.  The  party 
which  oppofed  the  ariflocracy, 
though  nominally  one,  was  fuppof- 
ed  to  be  actuated  by  different  views. 
The  populace  exerted  themfelves 
with  fincerity  in  favour  of  the  ftadt- 
holder,  and  were  unwilling  to  fee 
their  ancient  conftitution  intrenched 
upon,  eirher  by  alterations  for  the 
better,  or  alterations  for  the  worfe. 
In  the  mean  time  there  were  others, 
who  regarded  the  fituation  of  their 
country  with  a  fagacioiis  and  pa¬ 
triotic  eye,  and  who  conlidered 
with  averfion  and  diftaile  the  enor¬ 
mous 
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mows  prerogatives  of  their  felf- 
elcdted  fenators. 

It  is  not  a  little  lingular  that, 
at  a  moment  when  the  Dutch  were 
torn  by  fo  numerous  diffenfions, 
and  their  lit  nation  appeared  in  all 
refpefb  calamitous  and  humiliating, 
that  they  ftiould  have  voluntarily 
entered  into  a  conteil  with  a  rival 
republic  on  the  other  fide  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  Perhaps  they  were  willing, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  were 
liable  to  be  trampled  upon  by  any 
powerful  neighbour,  themielves  to 
difplay  their  infolence  in  their 
turn,  and  endeavour  to  trample 
on  the  weaker  republic  of  Venice. 
The  conteil  was  of  a  nature  that 
men  of  enlarged  minds  and  liberal 

o  . 

fentiments  can  learcely  conceive 
capable  of  being  drawn  into  a  na¬ 
tional  difcuffion.  An  adventurer, 
of  the  name  of  Zanowich,  pre¬ 
tending  to  be  defcended  from  one 
of  the  noblelf  families  in  Dalma¬ 
tia,  by  fame  means  obtained  letters 
of  recommendation  from  fignor 
Cavalli.  The  different  narratives 
do  not  agree,  whether,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  giving  thefe  1  liters,  Ca¬ 
valli  was  or  was  not  the  reprefen- 
tative  of  V enice  at  the  court  of 
Naples.  Furnifhed  in  the  mean 
time  with  this  fort  of  credit,  Zano¬ 
wich  fet  out  for  Amderdam,  and 
by  means  of  impofitions,  which  he 
well  knew  how  to  employ,  defraud¬ 
ed  to  a  conliderable  amount  two 
merchants  of  that  place,  of  the 
names  of  Chomel  and  Jordan. 
Thele  merchants  applied,  through 
the  medium  of  the  dates,  to  the 
fenate  of  Venice,  and  obtained  a 
criminal  examination  againft  the 
perfons  concerned.  Cavalli  was 
acquitted;'  Zanowich  and  his  con¬ 
federates  were  found  guilty.  No 
reimburfement  however  was  the 
confeq uence  of  this  decilion,  and 
the  Dutch  merchants  proclaimed 


aloud  their  diffatisfaclion.  A  re¬ 
hearing  of  the  bu  fine  fs  was  de¬ 
manded  by  the  Dutch,  but  was 
refufed  by  the  Venetians  as  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fpirit  of  all  criminal 
proceedings.  They  declared  them- 
leives  however  willing  implicitly 
to  abide  by  the  arbitration  of  the 
emperor.  All  thefe  conceiiions 
were  regarded  as  inadequate,  and 
the  dates  i filled,  on  the  ninth  of 
January  1784,  orders  for  detain¬ 
ing  inch  fbips  of  the  republic  of 
Venice  as  fhould  be  found  in 
the  ports  of  Holland,  till  fatis- 
fadtion  had  been  granted  them. 
This  order  was  revoked  at  the 
infiance  of  the  Venetians  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  February  fol¬ 
lowing,  An  ambaffador  was  after¬ 
wards  difpatched  from  Venice  to 
the  Hague,  and  the  bulinefs,  like 
many  others  of  which  we  have 
occafion  to  treat  under  this  year, 
remained  very  long  in  fufpen.ee. 
The  affair,  deflitute  of  any  con- 
fiderable  importance  in  its  own 
nature,  may  perhaps  be  regarded 
as  worthy  of  memory,  on  account 
of  the  fpecimen  it  prefents  us  of 
the  fpirit  of  public  proceedings  in 
a  commercial  republic. 

The  embroiled  date  of  the  Dutch 
government  was  wrought  up  to  its 
greatefl  height  by  the  difeovery  of 
a  paper  which  had  been  executed 
between  the  prince  of  Orange  and. 
prince  Louis  of  Brunfwic,  in  the 
year  1766.  Its  exigence  had  been 
iulpedted  for  a  conliderable  time  ; 
and  it  was  at  length  given  up  to 
public  animadveriion,  on  the  four¬ 
teenth  of  May,  by  the  joint  con- 
fent  of  both  the  contracting  parties. 
This  paper  was  obnoxious,  both 
as  it  teemed  to  entrud  much  of  the 
civil  government  to  the  prince  of 
Brunlwic,  whole  department  was 
faid  to  be  in  reality  entirely  limited 
to  the  military,  and  as  containing 
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st  very  extraordinary  and  inglorious 
dipulation  of  indemnity,  and  irre- 
fponfibility  on  the  part  of  the 
prince  of  Orange.  If  before  the 
prince  of  Brunfwic  had  been  ex¬ 
tremely  unacceptable  to  the  dates 
of  the  feveral  provinces,  this  dif- 
covery  raifed  their  averdon  into  a 
dame.  No  apology,  no  explana¬ 
tion,  no  judification  could  be  ad¬ 
mitted.  After  various  fubordinate 
fiteps,  the  province  of  Holland, 
Which  had  long  taken  the  lead  in 
the  affairs  of  the  republic,  came 
to  the  untemporifing  refolution  of 
difmiffing  prince  Louis  from  their 
fervice,  interdicting  him  their  ter¬ 
ritories,  and  forbidding  the  military 
to  yield  obedience  to  his  orders. 
After  a  few  ineffeftual  it  niggles, 
and  a  few  remonfi  ranees,  the  princo, 
of  Brunfwic  on  the  fourteenth  of 
Oftober  yielded  to  the  refolution 
of  the  dates  of  Holland,  and  the 
dream  of  unpopularity  that  had 
long  let  againd  him,  and  redgned 
his  employments. 

During  thefe  intedine  conteds 
and  mifunderdandings  in  the  heart 
of  the  United  Provinces,  the  con¬ 
ferences,  that  were  held  by  their 
deputies  at  Bruffels,  proceeded  with 
that  dull  and  tardy  pace,  which 
is  charaHeridic  of  the  measures  of 
their  government.  Memorials,  re¬ 
plies,  and  rejoinders  had  paffed  on 
the  fide  of  either  of  the  contending 
powers.  But  thefe  exhibited  ra¬ 
ther  a  difeuffion  of  the  arguments 
by  which  the  imperial  claims  were 
fupported,  than  any  fymptoms  of 
real  accommodation  on  either  fide. 
A  kind  of  progrefs  like  this,  was 
little  fluted  to  the  lively  and  active 
fpirits  of  the  royal  claimant.  He 
was  dehorns  of  bringing  matters  to 
a  fpeedy  denouement,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  delivered  in  a  memorial, 
under  the  denomination  of  ultima¬ 


tum,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of 

Augu  d. 

Hitherto,  as  we  obferved,  his 
p retentions  had  rather  tended  to 
the  increafing  the  fuperficies  of  his 
dominions,  and  that,  in  fome  in- 
danees,  in  points  of  a  trivial  na¬ 
ture,  than  to  the  melioration  of  the 
territories  he  already  poffefied.  Pie 
at  length  caught  the  contagion 
of  thofe  ideas,  which  fo  many  po¬ 
liticians  had  framed  for  him  long: 
before  they  feemed  to  have  entered 
into  his  own  mind.  The  real 
difadvantages  of  the  Andrian  Ne¬ 
therlands  were  the  poffeffion  of 
a  barrier  by  the  Dutch,  and  the 
prolcription  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Schelde.  Thefe  had  been  badges 
of  difhonour  that  had  been  fadened 
by  the  Dutch  on  the  court  of 
Spain,  in  the  mod  languid  and 
iickly  date  oi  that  monarchy.  The 
fird  was  a  kind  of  mark  of  inferi¬ 
ority  ;  the  lad  was  a  mod  impor¬ 
tant  deterioration.  At  the  fird  of 
thefe,  the  emperor  had  druck  a 
decifive  blow  during  the  heat  of  the 
American  war ;  and  the  court  oi 
Verfailles  contemplated  his  under¬ 
taking  with  a  favourable  eye.  No 
acquidtion  could  be  more  inelti- 
rnable  than  that  of  the  navigation 
ot  the  Schelde.  Let  the  port  of 
Antwerp  be  thrown  open,  and  few 
merchants  would  be  induced  to 
make  the  tedious  and  perilous  na¬ 
vigation  of  the  Texel.  The  prof- 
perity  of  Amderdam  was  found¬ 
ed  on  the  ruin  of  Antwerp. 

No  fooner  had  the  emperor 
caught  thefe  ideas,  than  they  feem¬ 
ed  to  make  a  progrefs  in  his  mind, 
that  fully  counterpoifed  the  very 
late  period  at  which  they  were 
adopted.  In  his  ultimatum  he 
fuggeded  to  the  Dutch,  that  va¬ 
rious  difficulties  appeared  to  have 
occurred  in  the  difeuffion  of  thofe 
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claims  which  he  had  advanced  in 
the  opening  of  the  conferences. 
He  obferved,  that  nothing  was  more 
ardently  deli  red  by  him  than  a 
a  fpeedy  termination  of  all  differ¬ 
ences,  and  an  entire  harmony  with 
the  government  of  the  republic. 
Accordingly  he  offered  to  depart 
from  his  juft  demand,  upon  Maei- 
tricht,  and  to  moderate  his  other 
requifitions,  in  conlideration  of  the 
free  and  unlimited  navigation  of  the 
Schelde,  in  both  its  branches  to  the 
fea. 

But  the  conclulion  of  his  me¬ 
morial  did  not  entirely  correlpond 
to  thefe  amicable  and  conciliatory 
profellions.  He  went  on.  to  inform 
the  dates,  that  he  doubted  not 
they  would  accept  with  eagernefs 
fo  unqueftionable  a  mark  of  his 
good  will ;  that  he  had  therefore 
thought  proper  to  regard  the  Schelde 
as  open,  and  to  declare  its  na¬ 
vigation  free,  from  the  date  of 
this  paper;  and  that  finally,  upon 
the  fuppofition  of  any  inful t  being 
committed  upon  the  imperial  flag, 
an  the  execution  of  thefe  ideas,  he 
fhould  be  obliged  to  regard  fuch 
an  infult  as  a  diredl  hpftility,  and 
a  formal  declaration  of  war  on  the 
part  of  the  republic.  Confcious 
that  in  reality  the  alteration  he 
had  made  in  his  demand  was  the 
jreverfe  of  any  benefit  to  the  United 
Provinces,  he  admitted  of  no  dif- 
cuffion,  and  was  defirous  that  his 
innovation  fhould  be  effablifhed 
firff,  before  it  was  examined. 

The  anfwer  of  the  Dutch  to  the 
alternative  of  the  emperor  was 
untemporifing  and  peremptory. 
They  regarded  the  re  ft  rained  na¬ 
vigation  of  the  Schelde  as  the  molt 
valuable  of  their  poflelfions.  They 
Were  perfuaded  that  that  prince 
did  not  underftand  the  extent  of  his 
demand  at  the  time  that  he  made  it; 
and  they  afcribed  it  to  the  fuggeB 


tion  of  evil  counfellors.  They 
obferved,  that  in  eftablifhing  fuch 
a  claim,  the  emperor  mult  con¬ 
travene  the  treaty  by  which  they 
had  been  acknowledged  as  inde¬ 
pendent  ftates,  and  the  treaty  by 
which  he  had  been  put  in  poflelffon 
of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  They 
confidered  their  profperity,  their 
dignity,  and  their  exiftence  as 
linked  to  the  perpetual  confer  va- 
tion  of  this  fovereignty.  They  de¬ 
clared  it  was  a  pretenfion  from 
which  they  could  never  depart. 
And  they  protefted  again  ft  any  ftep 
they  might  be  obliged  to  take,  in 
conformity  to  the  cullom  of  nations 
in  vindication  of  their  right,  being 
conftrued  as  a  violation  of  thole 
pacific  difpofitions  they  wi filed  al¬ 
ways  to  preferve  towards  his  im¬ 
perial  majefiy. 

The  emperor,  though  not  Bidden 
and  hafty  in  the  execution  of  his 
deign,  appeared  to  be  refolute. 
The  month  of  September  was  de¬ 
dicated  to  reflection  and  prepara¬ 
tion.  Early  in  October  a  final l 
veffel  failed  from  Antwerp,  with 
the  intention  of  afeertaining  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  any  obftrudfion  would 
be  given  to  its  paffage  towards  the 
fea.  Its  deparr ure  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  fliouts  and  acclamations 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants. 
From  this  moment  it  appeared  to 
them  that  the  trade  of  their  city 
revived  fro  in  its  allies.  They  were 
again  to  become  the  center  of  com¬ 
merce,  and  the  emporium  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  Riches  would  flow  upon 
them  from  every  fide,  and  India 
would  pour  her  tribute  at  their  feet. 
Their  monarch  was  too  wife  and 
politic  a  fovereign,  his  troops  were 
too  numerous  and  too  well  difei- 
plined,  for  it  to  be  polfible  he 
fhould  not  eftablifh  the  right  he 
had  aliened.  The  Dutch  could 
not  be  fo  mad,  in  the  decline  of 
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their  power  and  the  imbecility  of 
difcord,  as  to  enter  into  a  war 
with  a  monarch  who  had  more  than 
two  hundred  thoufand  troops  at 
his  command.  Both  they  and  other 
powers  of  Europe,  who  might 
feem  moft  interefted  in  their  pre- 
fervation,  were  juft  efcaped  from 
war,  and  would  not  immediately 
replunge  into  its  horrors.  A  prince, 
fo  renowned  for  the  compreheniion 
of  his  views,  would  not  have  ad¬ 
vanced  fo  far,  and  appeared  fo 
decifive,  without  knowing  before 
hand  in  what  light  his  conduct 
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would  be  regarded  by  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  courts.  With  that  of 
France  he  was  conneDed  in  alli¬ 
ance,  and  there  feemed  to  have 
been  a  ipirit  of  collufion  between 
them  in  many  late  t  ran  factions. 
While  the  French  government  pro- 
feffied  the  warmeft  attachment  to  the 
United  Provinces,  they  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  connived  at  the  de- 
ilrudtion  of  the  barrier  by  the  em¬ 
peror.  A  conduct  of  the  fame  fort 
had  been  fufpedted  in  his  alterca¬ 
tion  with  the  Porte.  They  milled 
that  their  ancient  privileges  would 
be  reflored  without  bloodfhed,  and 
even  in  cafe  of  a  war,  they  pro- 
mifed  themfelves  every  thing  from 
the  refolutenefs  and  power  of  the 
Auftrian  monarch. 

The  imperial  brigantine  arrived 
before  Lillo  and  Saftingen  on  the 
eighth  of  Odlober.  It  was  flopped, 
and  an  account  of  its  deftlnation 
demanded  by  the  Dutch'  naval  offi¬ 
cer.  Preffing  and  amicable  inflan ces 
were  made  to  its  commander  to  call 
anchor  and  defifl  from  his  purpofe. 
His  anfwer  was,  that  the  emperor 
had  declared  the  Schelde  to  be  open, 
that  he  had  the  orders  of  the  em¬ 
peror  for  what  he  did,  and  that  he 
had  no  bufinefs  to  con fu It  any  other 
power.  Upon  his  refufal,  the 
Dutch  commander  fir.fl  fired  a  charge 
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of  powder,  and  next  a  fmgie  ball* 
But  finding  thefe  admonitions  'inef¬ 
fectual,  he  at  length  difcharged  his 
whole  broadiide  upon  the  imperial 
veffel,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
wound  none,  or  only  a  iingle  per- 
fon  on  board  the  brigantine.  In 
confequence  of  this  difcharge,  the 
Auftrian  furrendered,  and  was  de¬ 
tained  for  fome  days.  An  order  to 
the  Dutch  officer  is  laid  to  have 
been  at  this  moment  upon  the  road, 
commanding  him  to  detain  the  bri- 
gantine  by  every  means  in  his  pow¬ 
er,  but  by  no  means  to  fire  upon  it 
with  ball.  A  few  days  after  this 
tranfadlion,  another  Auftrian  vef¬ 
fel  advanced  on  the  fide  of  the  fea, 
and  was  detained  without  violence 
by  the  Dutch  admiral,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Schelde. 

Nothing  perhaps  could  exceed 
the  ailonifhment  of  the  emperor  at 
this  proceeding'  on  the  part  of  the 
republic.  Prince  Kaunitz,  his  chan¬ 
cellor,  is  laid  uniformly  to  have 
protefled  againfl  any  fteps  of  fo 
violent  a  nature  as  might  occaiion. 
the  breaking  out  of  a  War.  }o- 
feph,  in  the  mean  time,  fmiled  at 
the  apprehenfions  and  timidity  of 
hi$  mini  ft  er,  and  told  him  that  no¬ 
thing  was  to  be  feared  on  the  part 
of  the  Dutch  they  would  never 
fire.  Upon  receiving  news  of  the 
tlanfacflion  of  the  eighth  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  Kaunitz  immediately  wrote  to 
his  mailer,  at  that  time  in  Hun¬ 
gary,  and  is  faid  to  have  conveyed 
the  intelligence  in  this  laconic  ex- 
preffion,  44  But  they  have  fired.” 

Whatever  credit  is  due  to  this 
anecdote,  certain  it  is  that  the  em¬ 
peror  felt  his  honour  wounded,  and 
his  character  grievoufly  compromift* 
ed  by  the  iftueof  the  affair.  When 
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in  a  former  inftance  he  had  de¬ 
manded  the  inland  navigation  of 
the  Schelde,  the  complaifance  of 
the  Dutch  immediately  withdrew 
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the  guard-fhip  of  Lillo  till  the  con- 
troverfy  Ihoufd  be  fatisfaflorily  ter¬ 
minated.  A  forbearance  of  this 
fort  had  perhaps  led  him  to  expedf 
a  limilar  degree  of  forbearance  in 
the  prefent  bufinefs.  At  any  rate 
he  conceived  that  a  formal  protec¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch* 
would  anfvver  every  valuable  pur- 
pofe  of  a  more  oftenlive  proceeding. 
Upon  the  whole  however*,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  reafon  upon  a  conduct  of 
the  monarch,  that  feems  to  have  had 
no  valuable  purpofe  in  view.  If  the 
Dutch  would  have  given  up  the 
queflion  when  brought  before  them 
in  this  humiliating  manner,  they 
■would  equally  have  given  it  up  in 
the  more  fober  and  conciliating 
mode  of  negmeiation.  The  governor 
of  a  great  people  ought  not  to  lay  a 
ffcrefs  upon  a  little  fooner  or  a  little 
later  in  the  eflablifhment  of  a  right, 
provided  it  be  ultimately  eltablifii- 
«d,  Firmnefs  and  moderation  may 
do  much  for  the  character  of  a 
monarch  ;  hauteur  and  caprice  muff 
ultimately  injure  him.  It  was  thus 
that  Louis  the  Fourteenth  excited  a 
jealoufy  in  all  his  neighbours,  when 
in  reality  nothing  was  farther  from 
his  view  than  univerfal  monarchy. 

Having  advanced  lb  far,  it  was 
impoffible  that  the  emperor  Ihouid 
immediately  retrabl.  He  recalled 
his  ambafiador  from  the  Hague  ;  he 
ordered  count  Belgiojolb,  his  pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  Bruilels,  to  break  up 
the  conferences.  This  order  was 
carried  into  execution  on  the  thir¬ 
tieth  of  October.  He  wrote  a  cir¬ 
cular  letter  to  the  various  courts  of 
Europe,  hating  the  unjuflifiable 
and  hoflile  proceedings  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Provinces.  The  Dutch  were  not 
behind-hand  with  the  emperor  in  a 
meafure  of  this  kind,  and  their  cir- 
'  cular  letter  is  dated  on  the  third,  as 
the  Aultrian  is  dated  on  the  fecond 
of  November.  They  labodouily 
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expjain  their  rights  arid  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  inliit  upon  the  one  its  un- 
queflionable,  and  the  other  as  mo¬ 
derate  beyond  example*  They  call 
on  the  various  powers  in  alliance 
with  them  to  furnifh  the  auxilia¬ 
ries  hipulated  by  their  refpebtive 
treaties. 

A  condildl  of  this  fort  feemed  to 
prognofticate  an  immediate  war. 
The  regular  harbingers  had  precede 
ed,  and  what  we  may  venture  al- 
moft  to  ftyle  the  commencement  of 
hoIHli ties,  took  place  on  the  feventh 
of  November*  The  garrifons  of 
Lillo,  Frederic-Henry  and  Cruick- 
fliank,  fearing  a  ludden  attack  on. 
the  part  of  the  Auftrians,  came  to  a 
refolution  to  employ  their,  natural 
means  of  defence,  and  which  had 
been  fo  fuccefsfully  called  into  play 
when  Louis  invaded  their  territories 
in  1672.  They  cut  their  dykes, 
opened  their  fluices,  and  laid  all 
the  neighbouring  country  under  aa 
inundation.  Some  imperial  pa- 
troles  having  given  the  alarm  dur¬ 
ing  the  night,  the  garrifon  of  Lillo 
kept  up  a  firing  of  their  cannon  for 
fome  hours.  The  advanced  polls 
of  the  Auftrians  were  put  under 
arms,  and  fired  on  their  fide.  An 
exprefs  was  difpatched  to  the  prince 
of  Ligne,  who  commanded  the  im¬ 
perial  forces.  He  marched  with 
part  of  the  garrifon  of  Antwerp  to 
the  feene  of  adlion,  but  returned 
without  linking  a  blow.  Hoflile 
preparations,  in  the  mean  time, 
were  carried  on  with  much  dill*- 
pence  on  all  fides.  The  Dutch  took 
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meafures  in  order  to  a  general  muf- 
ter  of  all  their  citizens  in  arms  ; 
they  prepared  for  the  election  of  a 
new  commander  i*n  chief,  in  the 
room  of  prince  Louis,  and  finally 
call  their  eyes  on  monfieur  de  Mail- 
lebois,  a  French  veteran  ;  inunda¬ 
tions  were  e defied  in  various  parts 
of  their  territories  ;  forty  thoufand 
B  taoops 
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troops  were  faid  to  be  affembled  on 
the  part  of  their  antagonift ;  and 
the  emperor  was  expected  to  arrive 
at  Bruffels  in  perfon  early  in  the 
ipring.  The  different  powers  of 
Europe  were  fuppofed  to  have  en- 
liffed  themfelves  on.  the  oppolite 
fides,  and  returning  to  their  old 
habits  of  alliance,  which  had  fuf- 
fered  a  temporary  lufpenfiori  in  the 
war  of  1756,  the  king  of  Prullia 
was  conlidered  as  adting,  in  con¬ 
cert  with  France,  as  the  protector 
of  the  republic,  and  the  czarina  as 
prepared  to  exert  herioii  on  the 
p'art  of  the  A 11  ft ri an. 

Various  conliderations,  however, 
were  calculated  to  fufpend,  perhaps 
finally  to  divert,  the  impending' 
florm.  The  feafon  of  the  year 
was  particularly  unfavourable  for 
the  opening  a  campaign  ;  and  it  is 
not  impoilible  that  this  confidera- 
tion  had  its  due  weight  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  conduct  which  had  juft 
been  held  by  the  emperor.  A  very 
dangerous  and  alarming  rebellion 
now  broke  out  among  the  wild  and 
uncultivated  inhabitants  of  Tran- 
filvania  ;  and  this  might  be  expect¬ 
ed  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
court  of  Vienna  at  leaft  for  forne 
months.  But  what  was  infinitely 
the  moft  important  confideration, 
was  the  part  that  was  now  taken  by 
the  French  government.  They 
had  hitherto  affumcd  the  ch  a  rudder 
of  impartial  mediators.  They  now 
in  fome  meafure  threw  off  the  malk, 
and  wore  that  refolute  and  decilive 
Face,  which  the  critical  fituation  of 
affairs  appeared  to  demand.  Never 
was  any  country  placed  in  a  more 
flattering  and  honourable  fituation. 
Upon  her  depended  the  event  of 
peace  and  war,  whether  Europe 
ihould  again  experience  all  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  difeord,  or  recover  the 
fair  face  of  fere ni tv  and  quiet. 
Alike  the  friend  of  both  parties, 


her  difpofition  was  univerfally  cre¬ 
dited  to  hold  a  jufl  and  equitable 
balance  between  them.  Her  court 
was  not  fwayed  by  the  dictates  of 
patfion  and  caprice,  but  its  mea- 
lures  were  ufually  governed  by  the 
fugacious  decifions  of  a  great  mi¬ 
nuter,  whole  diplomatical  know¬ 
ledge,  whole  comprehend ve  views, 
whole  deep  relearch,  and  vvhofe 
(kill  in  negoc  ation,  will  be  re¬ 
membered  to  the  lateft  pofieiity. 

The  exiiting  fituation  between 
France  and  the  republic  was  by  no 
means  favourable  to  the  projects 
of  the  emperor.  A  treaty  of  alli¬ 
ance  had  for  fome  time  been  under 
difeuffion,  which  feems  to  bear  a 
confiderable  refemblance  to  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  family  compact.  It  was  to 
effect;  rather  an  union,  than  a  friend- 
fhip,  between  the  contracting  pow¬ 
ers.  This  treaty  was  believed  to 
be  unfinilhed  rather  in  form  than 
in  lubftance  ;  and  its  delay  was  fup¬ 
pofed  chiefly  attributable  to  the 
flow  and  tedious  confiitution  of  the 
Dutch  government.  In  this  poi- 

ture  of  affairs  it  was  fcarcelv  to  be 
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fuppofed,  that  the  court  of  v  er- 
lailles  would  defert  her  ally.  A 
letter  was  accordingly  written  on 
the  part  of  the  moft  Chriftian  king, 
of  the  date  of  the  twentieth  of  No¬ 
vember,  and,  according  to  fome  ac¬ 
counts,  was  written  in  the  king’s 
own  hand.  The  contents  of  this 
paper  bore  fome  refemblance  to  she 
circular  letter  of  the  dates  general. 
In  imitation  of  them  the  king  made 
an  elaborate  diflinbtion  between  the 
demands  of  the  fourth  of  May  and 
the  new  propofal  for  opening  the 
Schelde.  With  refpedf  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  he  held  himfelf  neutral ;  hut 
the  latter  could  not  be  regarded  in 
the  fame  point  of  view.  Like  the 
flutes,  he  conlidered  this  navigation, 
as  a  right  exerciled  by  them  for 
near  one  hundred*  and  fifty  years, 
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as  the  eftablifhment  of  a  facred 
treaty,  as  a  matter  regarded  as  the 
corner -done  of  their  proiperity  and 
even  ot  theii  exigence.  With  thefe 
imprenons  he  Itrongly  urged  up¬ 
on  the  emperor  the  likening  to 
the  voice  or  moderation  and  huma¬ 
nity,  and  the  renewing  the  con¬ 
ferences  under  his  mediation. 

The  inducements  held  out  bv  the 
French  to  the  emperor  were  not 
con  lined  to  empty  arguments.  Con- 
liderable  preparations  were  made 
for  the.  aliembiing  an  army.  Such 
officers  as  had  leave  ot  abience 
were  recalled  to  their  ftation.  A 
conliderab'e  force  was  collecting 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Luxem¬ 
burg.  The  marquis  de  Verac,  who 
was  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  the 
count  de  V  ergennes,  and  who  had 
fome  months  before  been  defigned 
for  the  embafly  at  the  Hague,  let 
out  for  his  appointment.  In  line, 
the  interpolition  ot  the  French  mo¬ 
narch  was  not, without  its  effect. 
The  generous  and  humane  aver- 
fion  for  war  that  was  entertained 
by  the  emperor  was  well  known. 
While  he  imagined  that  the  liberty 
of  the  Srhelde  was  to  be  gained 
by  a  firm  and  refolute  external, 
it  was  an  object  confiderably  dear  to 
him  ;  but  when  he  found  that  it 
could  be  fee u red  only  through  the 
horrors  of  war,  his  attachment  be¬ 
gan  to  coo!.  He  declared  his  readi- 
nefs  to  accept  of  the  proffered  me¬ 
diation,  provided  the  freedom  of  the 
Schelde,  or  thecellion  of  Maeftricht, 
upon  which  he  again  feemed  to  lay 
the  principal  if  refs,  together  with 
an  exemplary  fatisfadtion  for  the 
infult  on  his  flag,  were  made  the 
preliminaries  of  a  negociation. 
Each  of  the  former  were  peremp¬ 
torily  refuted  bv  the  Dutch  ;  the 
latter  was  a  fubjedt  that  admitted 
more  of  dilculiion.  In  fine,  the 
fir  ft  appearance  which  leemed  to 


promife  the  return  of  tranquility 
was  the  conceflion  made  by  the 
ifates,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
March  178:;.  The  inundations,, 
which  had  been  made  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Lillo,  as  they  confided 
of  fait  water,  were  peculiarly  of* 
fenfire  and  injurious  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  peafantry.  Upon  a  repre¬ 
sentation  from  the  government  ge- 
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ne'ral  of  the  Auflrian  Netherlands 
a  compromife  was  made.  The  in¬ 
undation  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
waters  re  fumed  their  old  channels. 
It  may  defer ve  mention,  that  it  was 
during  this  interval,  and  in  abate¬ 
ment  of  general  plaris  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  war,  given  in  on  the 
nineteenth  ot  •  January,  that  the 
liadfholder  thought  fit  to  recrimi- 
nate  on  the  Hates  refpedting  the 
war  with  Great  Britain  and  the 
treaty  of  the  armed  neutrality.  A 
conduct  like  this  is  an  ample  fpe  - 
cimen  of  that  kind  of  impolicy  and 
inconsequence,  which  we  have  a- 
feribed  to  t  km  prince  of  Orange,  and 
which  has  proved  fo  infinitely  de® 
tri mental  to  his  interefts  with  the 
Dutch. 

Jt  is  lingular  to'  obferve  in  how 
many  different  affairs,  and  all  of 
them  confiderably  complicated,  the 
monarch  of  Germany  was  involv¬ 
ed  in  at  this  period.  The  reform¬ 
ations  he  is  continually  making  in 
the  different  parts  of  his  dominions 
have  long  fines  exceeded  the 
powers  of  numeration.  Their  ge¬ 
neral  fpirit  and  tenour  are  well  un- 
derflood,  and  we  fliould  gain  little 
either  of  attention  or  applaufe  were 
we  to  attempt  to  enter  minutely 
into  their  detail.  Two  circum- 
ftances  have  (truck  us  in  the  furvey 
as  making,  little  to  the  credit  or 
honour  of  their  Imperial  author. 
Like  the  king  of  Pruffia,  he  has 
diftingu idled  himfelf,  during  the 
period  whole  events  we  are  relat 
B  2  *•  ing* 
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ing,  by  his  enmity  to  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  and  fome  edicts  were  pu- 
plilhed  on  that  fubjedt.  i  he  edidt 
againft  emigration  has  no  more  fa- 
lid  foundation  in  true  philo'ophy 
or  liberality  of  fentiment.  There 
is  fomething  in  a  meafure  of  this, 
lcind  revoking  to  human  nature, 
flagrantly  unjuft,  and  we  believe  al- 
moft  conflantly  inefficacious.  If  a 
prince  would  keep  his  fubje&s  at 
home,  let  him  captivate  their  wills 
and  not  imprifon  their  bodies.  Let 
him  make  his  dominions  a  habit¬ 
ation  delirable  to  the  heart  of 
.man,  and  he  will  have  little  to 
fear  from  bis  inconftancy  and  ver- 
fatility. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the 
infurredtion  in  Tranfilvania.  It 
broke  out  on  the  eighteenth  of 
November  1781.  Different  ac¬ 
counts  are  not  agreed  to  what  cauls 
we  are  to  afcribe  the  difcontent  of 
the  infurgents.  By  the  court  of 
"Vienna  they  have  ufually  been  re¬ 
presented  asafet  of  banditti,  whofe 
©niy  object  was  plunder  and  con- 
fufion.  Some  on  the  other  hand 
have  dated  them  as  irritated  by  the 
fame  motives  that  have  created  a 
pretty  general  fpirit  of  difcontent 
in  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  ;  an 
averfion  to  the  military  con- 
fcription  ;  a  dillikc  to  certain  re¬ 
forms  in  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  which  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  tended  to  introduce  a  more 
Jegular  police,  were  perhaps  cal¬ 
culated  to  render  their  government 
more  abfolutc  ;  adifpleafure  at  the 
delay  of  the  aflembling  of  a  diet 
and  the  coronation  of  their  fove- 
reign,  the  laff  of  which  they  have 
afcribed  to  certain  unpalatable  in¬ 
gredients  in  the  compofition  of  the 
coronation  oath.  A  third  party 
however,  in  accounting  for  the 
troubles  of  Tranfilvania,  have  been 
furpriled  that  this  diicoatent  ffiould 


have  broken  out  in  the  lower  clafs 
of  the  people,  and  where  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  liberty  are  probably  lhtle 
felt  and  little  underfiood.  They 
have  afcribed  the  infurredtion  to  the 
intolerable  impofitions  of  the  lords 
proprietors  of  the  feveral  fiefs. 
Thev  have  informed  us  that  the 
military  confcription  was  no  foon- 
er  pupliflied  in  their  country,  than 
they  came  into  the  meafure  with 
great  alacrity  and  infilled  with  ar¬ 
dour  •  but  that  when  they  had  pol- 
feffed  themfelvgs  of  arms,  they  em¬ 
ployed  them,  not  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  government,  but  in 
defence  of  their  natural  privileges 
and  in  vengeance  on  their  oppref- 
fors. 

The  leader  of  the  infurgents,  of 
the  name  of  Horia,  is  faid  to  have 
been  advanced  in  years  and  to  have 
been  at  different  times  convidted  of 
feveral  crimes.  The  number  of 
thofe  who  infilled  under  his  ffand- 
ard  inereafed  with  rapidity,  and  we 
are  told,  fpeedily  amounted  to  fif¬ 
teen  thoufand  men.  Their  devalu¬ 
ations,  which  prevailed  chiefly  on 
the  borders  of  Turkey,  were  car¬ 
ried  on  with  cruelty  and  fury.  Two 
officers  of  the  Auftrian  army,  who 
were  taken  prifoners  are  laid  to 
have  been  impaled  by  the  order  of 
Horia  ;  and,  by  way  of  reprifals 
we  are  told,  the  Auftrians  inflidled 
the  fame  punifhment  on  the  fon  of 
the  rebel  chief,  aged  no  more  than 
thirteen  years,  Horia  himfelf,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  coadjutor,  Klofcha„ 
a  priefl:  of  the  .Greek  perfuafion, 
were  furprifed  in  the  month  of  Ja* 
nuary  178^,  and,  after  a  tedious 
examination,  were  broken  on  the 
wheel  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
February,  This  and  a  few  more 
executions  terminated  the  dreadful 
bufincfs. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions,  theat^ 
tentioa  of  the  emperor  is  faid  to 
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have  been  much  engaged  in  pre¬ 
parations  for  the  election  of  a  fuc- 
cefior  under  the  denomination  of 
king'  of  Romans.  The  prince 
mentioned  for  this  appointment, 
was  Francis,  elded:  fon  of  Leopold, 
grand-duke  of  Tufcany,  and  who 
at  this  time  had  not  c  inpleted  h’S 
feventeenth  year.  To  facilitate 
this  purpofe  it  was  propofed  to 
create  a  ninth  elector,  in  order  to 
fill  up  the  number  of  the  electoral 
college.  But  while  the  duke  of 
Wirtemberg  was  the  perfon  f  levi¬ 
ed  by  the  emperor  and  the  czarina, 
the  landgrave  of  He  fie  was  fuppof- 
ed  to  have  engaged  the  tuff  rages  of 
Pru lira  and  France. 

The  propofed  eledlion  wras  a 
point  that  neceffarily  demanded 
much  of  conciliation  and  manage¬ 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  emperor. 
The  bulinefs  of  the  Schelde  might 
be  fuppofed  to  have  engrofied  his 
attention.  But,  at  a  time  when 
thefe  and  other  great  affairs  were 
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depending,  a  tranfadlion  more  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  memorable  was 
brought  to  light  by  the  induflry 
and  intelligence  or  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  A  negociation  had  been 
for  fome  time  depending  between 
the  emperor  and  eledfor  of  Bavaria, 
for  an  exchange  of  that  electorate 
for  the  provinces  of  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands.  The  bait,  that  Teems 
to  have  prevailed  with  the  old  and 
infirm  Germanic  prince,  was  the 
title  of  monarch.  The  Nether 
lands  were  to  be  converted  into  a 
kingdom,  and  his  future  title  was  to 
be  that  of  king  of  Auftralia. 

If  it  could  have  been  fuppofed, 
that  the  emperor  could,  in  the  fir!! 
place,  have  Hepped  quietly  into 
pofTeffion  of  this  important  terri¬ 
tory,  and  in  the  next,  that  he  would 
be  fuffered  to  retain  it  undifturbed, 
this  exchange  would  have  been 
truly  a  maftci>ftr©ke  of  policy.  The 


liberties  of  Germany  would  from 
that  moment  have  been  an  empty 
name.  So  great  a  preponderancy 
as  this  revolution  would  have  giveii 
him  in  the  conffitution  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  would  have  overturned  all 
fhadow  of  power  that  could  have 
weighed  again!!  that  of  its  head. 
This  mighty  country  would  have 
fpeedily  been  confoiidated  into  one 
mafs  ;  its  various  energies  would 
a  flume  one  direction  ;  and  Auftria 
would  in  every  fenfe  have  ranked 
with  the  firfl  powers  of  Europe. 
Certain  politicians  have  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  convince  us,  that  fuch  an  e- 
vent  would  have  been  an  infallible 
prelude  to  univerfal  monarchy. 
But  this  fentiment  appear  to  us 
little  better  than  extravagance  •  and 
it  may  fairly  be  queflioned  whe¬ 
ther  the  conl’olidation  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  empire  would  not  finally  prove 
a  benefit  to  Europe. 

But  the  probability  that  fuch  an 
arrangement  would  have  been  per¬ 
mitted,  or  rather,  if  obftinately  per- 
lifled  in,  would  not  have  brought 
on  one  of  the  mofl  bloody  and  ob« 
flinate  wars  that  Europe  ever  wit- 
neffed,  was  extremely  fin-all.  The 
liberties  of  Germany  have  long 
been  a  favou  rite  object  with  half  the 
powers  on  the  continent.  It  has 
been  the  glory  and  the  boalt  of 
France,  for  fucceffive  centuries,  to 
have  been  their  preferver.  Spain, 
in  fo  important  a  bu finefs,  muf! 
be  fuppofed  to  have  co-operated 
with  France.  The  k:  g  of  Pruffia, 
naturally  and  unavoidably  would 
have  made  the  extreme!!  exertions, 
and  filed  the  laf!  drop  of  his  blood, 
in  defence  of  an  objed  upon  which 
the  exigence  of  his  dominions  de¬ 
pended  A  great  majority  of  the* 
princes  and  the  Hates  of  Germany 
muli  be  conceived  to  have  been  ani¬ 
mated  by  the  fame  caufe.  Thefe, 
when,  feparated  arc  weak,  but  wheat 
B  3 
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combined  are  truly  formidable. 
The  confequences  of  the  emperor 
being  known  to  ha^e  conceived 
fach  a  meaiure,  without  having 
been  able  to  carry  itinto  execution, 
were  likely  to  prove  in  a  high  de¬ 
gree  unpleafant  It  would  breed 
an  alienation  in  the  minds  of  ihe 
Germans,  which  might  fliake  his 
feat  on  the  imperial  throne,  an  1  ul¬ 
timately  deprive  his  family  of  that 
valuable  fucceffiom 

But  there  is  one  confideration 
that  places  the  inconfequence  and 
•  the  ill-defigned  and  unmeaning  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  emperor  in  a  {hiking 
point  of  view.  Either  he  delired 
.this  acquifition  of  Bavaria,  or  he 
did  not.  If  it  were  not  a  point  of 
lingular  importance  to  him,  his 
conduit  was  impolitic  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  in  rifquing  to  create  the 
Urongeft  jealoui)  and  the  moll  deep 
rooted  enmity  in  the  minds  ot  the 
Germanic  body,  for  an  objeit  of 
.  fubordinate  value.  If  he  were 
really  purfuing  with  eagernefs  the 
affair  of  Bavaria,  what  folution  are 
we  to  give,  in  what  manner  are  we 
to  explain  the  tranfadtion  of  the 
Schelde?  Ofwhat  value  was  the  Ead 
India  company  of  Offend,  of  what 
Oonfequence  the  navigation  of  Ant¬ 
werp,  if  they  were  inftantly  to  be 
relinquidied  to  another  ?  Is  it  pof- 
fible  that  the  policy  of  the  Au- 
flrian  fliould  be  thus  liberal,  thus 
hilanthropjcal,  thus  difintereftly 
enevolent  ?  Or  did  he  engage  in 
thefe  contrary  t  ran  factions  mere¬ 
ly  for  the  pleafure  of  creating  to 
himfelf  enemies  on  every  fide,  of 
weaving  a  Gordian  knot  which 
nothing  but  the  fword  could  dis¬ 
entangle  ? 

A  tranfadUon  not  lefs  uncom¬ 
mon  and  myflerious  than  that  of 
Bavaria,  though  iefs  important  in 
its  confequences,  and  memorable  in 
its  nature,  related  to  the  prince  of 
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Brunfwic,  ex-field-marfhal  of  the 
United  Provinces.  This  prince, 
fnee  his  having  q.ujted  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  Dutch,  had  redded  at 
Aix  la  Chapelle  ;  nor  could  ail  the 
inftances  of  his  nephew,  the  reign¬ 
ing  duke  of  Brunfwic,  prevail  up¬ 
on  him  to  advance  to  'Wciien- 
buttle.  Here  his  conduit  was  re¬ 
marked,  for  the  p  irticular  attention 
he  attested  to  pay  to  the  imperial 
officers,  and  the  pleafure  he  took 
in  being  a  witnefs  of  their  reviews. 
He  is  laid  to.  have  remained  on 
thefe  occaiions  for  two  hours  to¬ 
gether  expofed  to  the  wind  and 
the  flow,  though  confiderably  be¬ 
yond  his  grand  climacteric.  Ran¬ 
cour  and  revenge  Reined  to  be 
working  in  his  breaft.  It  was  ob- 
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ferved  with  feme  bitternefs  by  his 
enemies,  that  be  would  never  have 
fvvern,  when  he  emitted  the  terri- 
tories  of  the  fates,  always  to  have 
regard  to  their  fafety,  if  he  had  n  t 
wifhed  to  lull  the  public  into  a  falfe 
fccurity.  It  was  in  this  {iteration, 
and  about  the  month  of  February, 
that  he  is  faid  to  have  formed  a  plot 
for  betraying  the  town  of  Maeflricht 
into  the  hands  of  the  emperor.  The 
fird  accounts  of  this  affair  originat¬ 
ed  with  the  rhyngrave  of  Salm, 
an  officer  in  the  Dutch  fcrvice,  who 
acknowledged  his  intelligence  to 
have  been  received  from  the  king 
of  Pruffia.  The  king  we  are  told, 
though  extremely  chagrined,  when 
he  intended  nothing  but  frienhfhip 
for  the  republic,  thus  to  be  made 
appear  in  the  character  of  an  in¬ 
former,  acknowledged  that  in  reaii- 
ty  he  had  communicated  fome  fuf- 
picious  circumfiances,  of  which  he 
was  informed,  on  the  fubjedt  to 
the  rhyngrave.  So  conliderable  an 
authority  gives  weight  to  the  fiory. 
Accurate  perquisitions  were  made 
on  the  part  of'the  dates,  but  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  late  period  at  which  they 
•C  were 
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were  taken  up,  nothing,  material 
tranfpired.  The  affair  certainly  re¬ 
flected  little  honour,  eh  her  on  the 
noble  confpirator  himielf,  or,  if  we 
are  to  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  the  affair,  on  his  imperi¬ 
al  employer. 

The  mifunderftanding  which  oc¬ 
curred  between  the  king  of  Pruffia 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Dantzic,  is 
not  without  its  he  Semblance  to  the 
affair  of  Antwerp.  In  one  cafe  as  in 
the  other,  the  queftion  in  conteft 
was  the  free  navigation  ot  a  con- 
ftderable  river.  In  the  former  as 
in  the  latter,  it  was  the  controverly 
of  a  weak,  an  obffmate,  and  a  tu¬ 
multuous  republic,  with  a  prince 
whole  power  appeared  Sufficient  to 
cruffi  them  into  atoms.  But  here 
the  comparifoh  fails.  The  empe¬ 
ror,  reftleis,  a  wive  and  buly,  pre¬ 
sents  to  us  the  fpedlacle  of  ineelfant 
variation.  The  king,  on  the  other 
hand,  Sagacious  in  his  nature,  Sub¬ 
lime  in  his  views,  and  matured  by 
experienced,  purities  one  object 
with  unremitting  attention .  and  neg¬ 
lects  no  juft  and  Suitable  exertion 
for  its  accomplishment.  The  event 
however  of  the  difcullion  was  not 
entirely  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
monarch  of  Pruffia.  He  began  with 
the  bo  1  deft  and  moft  peremptory 
meafures,  inclohng  the  city  with 
lines  of  Soldiers  and  puting  it  com¬ 
pletely  under  blockade.  He  ima¬ 
gined,  as  he  had  both  natural  right, 
and,  as  he  informs  us,  long  pre¬ 
scription  on  his  tide,  that  he  Should 
be  able  by  a  refolute  appearance 
Speedily  to  bring  the  republic  to  rea- 
fon.  But  he  meafured  their  perti¬ 
nacity  by  too  low  a  Scale.  Other 
powers,  and  particularly  Poland, 
remonftrated  in  their  favour  ;  and 
in  compliance  with  the  representa¬ 
tions  of  Staniflaus,  the  blockade  was 
railed  upon  conditions,  after  hav- 
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ing  continued  Somewhat  more  than 
three  months,  from  the  beginning 
ot  October  i  783,  to  the  twentieth  of 
January  1784.  The  Subsequent 
conferences  were  of  considerable 
duration.  A  convention  was  ftgn- 
ed  the  Seventh  of  September,  in 
which  each  party  departed  Some¬ 
what  from  their  pretentions.  Even 
this  convention  however  did  not 
completely  annihilate  the  Sources  of 
mifunderftanding. 

Early  in  the  year  1784,  a  revo¬ 
lution  of  Some  importance  took 
place  in  the  admini illation  of  the 
king  of  Denmark.  The  prince,  his 
ion,  completed  the  Sixteenth  year 
of  his  age  in  the  month  of  January, 
and  was  Soon  after  declared  major. 
In  the  tranfa&ions  of  a  court  with 
which  we  are  fo  imperfectly  ac¬ 
quainted,  it  is  not  poiiible  for  us  to 
trace  the  fteps  by  which  any  conii- 
derable  event  is  produced.  There 
is  no  blending  ;  there  are  no  tran¬ 
sit  i,ons  ;  a  royal  declaration  ap¬ 
pears,  and  this  is  the  fir  ft  intelli¬ 
gence  we  receive  upon  the  fubjeCt. 
The  declaration  to  which  we  allude 
was  publifhed  in  the  prefen t  cafe 
on  the  fourteenth  of  April.  It  Su¬ 
persedes  the  exiiling  cabinet  of 
Denmark,  and  Substitutes  in  its 
room  a  council  of  five.  The  per¬ 
sons  of  whom  this  council  is  consti¬ 
tuted,  were  Such  as  had  already 
been  familiar  with  affairs  of  State, 
and  had  fhared  the  administration  of 
their  country  in  happier  times.  A 
name  the  moft  distinguished  in  their 
lift  is  that  of  the  count  de  Bernftorf. 
In  this  council  the  prince  royal 
prehded.  The  character  by  which 
he  has  been  handed  to  us,  is  that 
of  a  prince,  ambitious,  induftrious, 
enlightened,  and  prudent  beyond 
his  years.  At  the  fame  time  that 
honours  and  emoluments  were  dis¬ 
tributed  among  the  new  courtiers, 
B  4.  the 


the  queen  mother  obtained,  we  are  acquifition  of  it,  her  elevation 
told,  a  magnificent  chateau  in  the  probably  to  be  confidered  as  an  ho-' 
duchy  of  Holdein,  to  which,  as  Ihe  nomry  ipecies  of  baniihment, 
retired  there  immediately  upon  her 

QUA  I\  II. 

Expeditions  againf  Algiers  and  Sufcu  Finances  of  France .  CciiJJe  Fa-* 
mortiffement*  America .  Perpetual  Revenues ,  Unappropriated  Lands . 
Commerce.  Order  of  the  Cincinnati .  Nova  Scotia* 


IN  the  year  1784  the  bombard¬ 
ment  of  Algiers  was  repeated  by 
the  Spaniards.  The  combined' fleet 
confifled  of  four  fail  ’of  the  line, 
furnifhed  by  the  court  of  Madrid, 
two  by  the  court  of  Naples,  one  by 
the  knights  of  Malta,  and  two  by 
the  court  of  Lifbon,  Thefe  lad 
did  not  join  don  Antonio  Barc-elo, 
the  commander  in  chief,  till  he  was 
already  arrived  before  the  piratical 
Capital.  Befule  the  larger  fhips, 
the  fleet  contained  an  infinite  num¬ 
ber  of  fcnaller  vefTefs,  to  the  a 
mount  of  near  one  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  Spanifh  admiral  failed 
from  the  port  of  Carthagena  on  the 
twenty-fecond  of  June,  and  his  at¬ 
tacks  were  repeated  from  the  tvveiith 
to  the  twentieth  of  July.  The 
preparatives  and  the  exertions,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  Algerines  were  large 
and  well  directed,  and  don  Barcelo 
did  not  think  proper  to  give  a  gene¬ 
ral  affaitlt*  In  the  mean  time  the 
piratical  date,  irritated  by  its  re¬ 
peated  fuffe  rings,  made,  in  the  clofe 
of  the  month  of  September,  a  vi¬ 
gorous  attack  on  the  town  of  Oran, 
a  Spanifh  fettlement  on  the  coall  of 
Africa,  well  of  Algiers.  The  army 
confided  of  near  eight  thoufand  men, 
and  Was  commanded  by  the  dey  in 
perfon.  They  were  repulfed  ho\y- 
cver  by  the  Spaniards. 

But  the  principal  event  of  the 


period  we  are  deferibing  confifled 
in  the  renewed  harmony  and  alii-* 
ance  between  the  court  of  Madrid 
and  the  court  of  Lifbon.  The  lat** 
ter  now’  openly  declared  itfelf  3 
member  of  the  celebrated  family 
compadt,  The  union,  in  the  mean, 
time,  was  cemented  by  the  double 
marriage  of  Gabriel,  infant  of  Spain, 
to  the  daughter  of  the  queen  of 
Portugal,  and  of  John,  her  fecond 
foil,  to  the  elded  daughter  of  the 
prince  of  Ailurias,  The  alliance 
was  confummated  in  the  months  of 
May  and  June  1785.  It  is  long 
iince  the  anxious  and  exaggerated 
attention,  which  was  once  paid  to, 
the  balance  of  power,  has  been  on 
the  decline ;  and  it  is  not  eafy  to 
produce  two  more  ftriking  exam¬ 
ples  of  this  truth,  than  that  of  the 
Dutch  republic  throwing  itfelf  up-, 
on  the  protedlion  of  the  court  of 
France,  and  that  of  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal  entering  into  the  clofeil: 
bonds  of  alliance  with  her  old  ene-» 
my  and  mailer,  the  king  of  Spain. 

The  court  of  Madrid  wns  not  the; 
only  powei?  at  this  time  embroiled 
with  the  dates  of  Barbary,  The 
petty  republic  of  Venice,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  was  involved  in 
the  lingular  conted  we  have  had 
occalion  to  deferibe,  with  the  dates 
of  Holland,  found  a  new  enemy  in 
the  bey  of  Tunis.  But  in  this  bu- 
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jSnefs  the  European  power  was 
charged  with  being  the  aggrefibr. 
Certain  ftiips,  it  feems,  the  proper¬ 
ty  of  the  Venetians,  but  Whofe 
freights  belonged  to  the  Africans, 
were  deftrbyed  in  confequence  of  a 
fufpicion  of  their  being  infeded 
with  the  plague  ;  and  the  bey  de¬ 
manded  an  indemnification  for  his 
fubjeds  on  the  part  of  the  republic. 
It  is  not  eafv  for  us  at  fo  great  a 
diftartce  to  decide  upon  the  queftion. 
The  Italian  power,  of  courfe,  makes 
its  caufe  good  in  the  courts  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  and  we  may  perhaps  ap¬ 
ply,  in  this  cafe,  difop’s  fable  of 
the  fiatue  of  Hercules :  “  Things 
would  not  be  thus  reprefcnted  if  the 
lions  were  the  fculptors.”  The  re¬ 
public  however  dilpatched  a  fqua- 
dron  of  four  fail  of  the  line,  under 
the  command  of  the  chevalier  Emo, 
to  fettle  the  difference.  The  admi¬ 
ral  arrived  before  Tunis  early  in  the 
month  of  September ;  but  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  induce  the  bey  to  relax 
from  his  demands,  he  failed,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  Spaniards,  for  the  in¬ 
ferior  town  of  Sufa,  which  he  al- 
moft  entirely  deftroyed.  A  tempeft 
overtook  him  on  his  return,  which 
Was  delayed  till  the  beginning  of 
the  winter,  and  he  loft  in  confe¬ 
quence  a  fhip  of  eighty  guns,  which 
went  to  the  bottom,  and  every  foul 
on  board  perifhed. 

It  is  the  peculiarity  of  modern 
times  to  have  the  fubjeds  of  finance 
for  a  principal  feature  in  the  hiftory 
of  almoft  all  their  tranfadions. 
This  has  been  particularly  the  cafe 
with  France  fince  the  appearance  of 
the  great  names  of  Turgot  and 
Necker  ;  and  the  period  under  our 
examination  being  an  tera  of  peace, 
this  great  kingdom  prefents  us  with 
few  objeds  more  important  than 
that  we  have  mentioned.  The  mi- 
lifter  who  prefided  over  the  finances 

* 


of  France,  in  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1783,  was  M.  d’Ormefion,  a  man 
refpedable  from  his  anceftry,  and 
who  appears  to  have  been  aduated 
by  fentiments  of  reditude  and  pu¬ 
rity.  It  was  his  fortune,  however, 
by  conforming  himfelf  too  clofely 
to  the  elevated  ideas  of  reformation 
he  had  formed,  to  ftiake  the  balls  of 
his  authority.  -  No  fet  of  men  had 
for  a  lono  time  laboured  under  fo 

O 

much  popular  odium  and  obloquy 
as  the  farmers  general.  As,  by  the 
conditions  of  their  tenure,  it  was 
their  intereft  to  raife  the  amount  of 
their  colledions  to  as  great  a  fum 
as  poffible,  and  as  no  proper  checks 
feem  to  exift  on  their  arbitrariness 
and  caprice,  their  proceedings  were 
not  feldom  unequal,  oppremve  and 
fevere.  The  leafe  by  which  thefe 
men  held  their  contrad  had  expired 
in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1779,  dur¬ 
ing  the  adminiftration  of  Necker* 
It  was  foon  after  renewed  for  fix 
years  upon  conditions,  all  of  which, 
feem  favourable  to  the  public  reve¬ 
nues.  The  taxes  which  they  had 
been  accuftomed  to  colled,  and 
which  had  hitherto  been  farmed  in. 
one  contrad,  were  now  diftributedL 
into  three  clafles,  only  one  of  which 
bore  the  name,  though  all  of  them 
in  a  great  meafure  retained  the  na¬ 
ture  of  ferine  generale.  At  the  fame 
time  the  intereft  of  the  money  ad¬ 
vanced  by  thefe  contradors  was  re¬ 
duced,  their  numbers  abridged,  and 
their  perquiiites  diminifhed.  M* 
Necker,  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Ad-, 
miniftration  of  the  Finances  of’ 
France,  to  which  we  are  indebted 
for  coniiderable  light  upon  the  fub- 
jed,  admits  that  other  and  greater, 
improvements  might  be  made  in  fu¬ 
ture  leafes,  and  in  a  period  or  peace, 
but  does  not  feem  to  have  entertain¬ 
ed  the  imagination  of  altogether 
changing  the  nature  of  the  con¬ 
trad,  s. 
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trails.  M.  d'Qrrneffon,  the  p relent 
minifler,  was  a  bolder  reformer* 
lie  conceived  the  plan  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  fort  of  guarantee  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  contract  on  the  part 
of  the  farmers,  and  of  cauling  the 
irapofb  to  be  collected  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  immediately  on  the  account  of 
government.  Animated  with  this 
idea,  and  difgufled  with  the  abides 
lie  conceived  to  prevail,  the  comp¬ 
troller  general  did  not  think  proper 
to  wait  for  the  expiration  of  the 
leafe,  but  by  an  arret  of  the  twen- 
tv-fourth  of  October  1783,  de¬ 
clared  the  conti  a£l  void  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  January.  In  the  mean  time, 
that  he  might  efcape  the  imputation 
of  violence,  he  committed  the  col¬ 
lection  of  thefe  revenues  to  the  fame 
perfons,  under  the  denomination  of 
directors  general  ;  and  referved  for 
them,  during  the  term  of  their  leafe 
which  had  not  yet  elapfed,  the  emo¬ 
luments  and  perquisites  which  had 
originally  been  conlidered  as  annex¬ 
ed  to  their  contract. 

The  meafure  however  was  found 
too  precipitate  and  daring.  We 
know  not  whether  we  are  to  afcribe 
it  to  the  hrmnefs  of  the  minifler,  or 
to  the  arrogance  of  the  farmers  ge¬ 
neral,  that  the  confequence  of  his 
attempt  was  his  immediate  resigna¬ 
tion.  His  fucceffor,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  fourth  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  was  M.  de  Caionne,  who  had 
diflinguifhed  himfelf  honourably  in 
a  poll  of  fome  importance  in  the 
French  Netherlands,  and  from 
whom  the  expectations  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  feem  to  have  been  not  inconli- 
derable.  At  the  fame  time,  a  change 
took  place  in  the  adminillration  of 
the  houfhold,  and  the  fecretary  of 
flate  for  that  department  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  baron  de  Breteuil. 
The  arret  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
November  was  immediately  re¬ 
voked,  but  upon  new  conditions 


made  with  the  contra£lors  favour¬ 
able  to  the  views  of  government. 

One  of  the  earliefl  meafures  of 

M.  de  Caionne,  was  relative  to  the 

celebrated  eftabliflimem:  of  the  caiffe 

d’efcompte.  The  order  of  the 

French  revenues  was  fomewhat  em- 

barraffed  in  the  year  1783,  and  the 

minifler  of  the  day,  among  other 

refources,  thought  proper  to  have 

recourfe  to  the  caiffe  d’efcompte  for 

a  confiderable  loan.  Such  was  the 

conjecture  we  delivered  upon  the 

fubjedl  of  the  failure  of  that  bank 

in  our  fourth  volume,  and  our  idea 

has  been  confirmed  bv  what  Necker 

«■ 

delivers  on  that  fubjebt.  The  effa- 
bbfhrnent  itfelf  be  con  fide  rs  as  of 
extreme  importance,  and  fcarcely 
inferior  in  its  ultimate  utility  to  the 
bank  of  England.  Though  their 
original  capital  amounted  to  no  more 
than  300,000b  the  notes  that  were 
found  to  be  in  circulation,  at  the 
time  they  fufpended  payment,  did 
not  fall  firort  of  1,800, cool.  By  the 
happy  interference  of  government, 
and  the  fage  conduct  of  the  direc¬ 
tors,  the  value  of  thefe  notes  was 
reduced,  in  no  more  than  fix  weeks, 
to  a  fum  not  exceeding  half  that  a- 
mount.  It  prefently  appeared,  that 
the  affairs  of  the  caiffe  were  by  no 
means  irrecoverably  deranged,  and 
that  they  had  in  reality  never  been 
in  a  bankrupt  flate.  Accordingly 
certain  new  regulations  were  enter¬ 
ed  upon  by  the  proprietors  on  the 
fourteenth  of  November,  which  re¬ 
ceived  the  fandlion  of  government 
on  the  twenty -third  of  November 
following.  The  principal  object  of 
thefe  regulations  was  to  prohibit 
the  notes  from  exceeding,  for  the 
prefent,  the  fum  of  1,1 70,0001.  and 
to  create  an  additional  capital  of 
123,000b  by  means  of  a  new  fub- 
feription.  From  this  moment  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  have  been  in  the 
mofl  flourifhing  flate,  and  the  fliares 

have 
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have  always  been  fold  at  a  large  pre¬ 
mium.  The  only  iaftance  in  which 
it  has  fmee  become  an  object  of  mi¬ 
ni  ft  ena  interference,  was  in  the  ad- 
juftmeir  of  their  dividend  for  the 
ialt  half  year  of  ]  7S4.  The  point 
at  which  the  comptroller-general 
withed  to  ffx  it  was  at  4^  per  cent. 
He  wa  afterwards. prevailed  upon  to 
fuffer  them  to  divide  at  the  rate  ot 
five  per  cent. 

An  operation  of  confiderableSm- 
pottar.ee  to  M.  de  Calonne  relpedt- 
ed  the  loan  of  8,330,000!.  which 
had  been  opened' in  December  1  782, 
but  which  had  only  been  filled  to 
the  amount  of  one  half  die  pro- 
pofed  furn.  It  was  efiential  to  the 
national  credit  that  this  loan  fiiould 
now  be  ,ciofed.  The  money  how¬ 
ever  was  as  much  wanted  as  ever, 
and  the  new  minifter  mult  of  courfe 
open  a  loan  for  the  remaining  fum 
upon  more  attractive  terms.  The 
terms  of  the  original  loan  had  been 
an  intereft:  of  five  per  cent,  with  a 
capital,  redeemable  by  infiallments, 
in  the  courfe  of  fifteen  years.  The 
_new  loan  of  M.  de  Calonne  was 
opened  on  the  fixteenth  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1783.  The  money  was  to  be 
borrowed  on  annuities,  and  the 
terms,  like  thole  of  the  mod  eligible 
loans  of  this  kind  that  were  made 
by  Mr.  Necker,  were  nine  per  cent, 
upon  a  fingie  life,  and  eight  per 
cent,  upon  two  lives.  To  this  was 
added  a  lottery  of  annuities  to  the 
amount  of  633,0001.  the  t  ckets  of 
which  were  difiributed  as  a  bonum 
to  the  fubiciibers  to  the  loan.  The 
inode  of  borrowing  upon  annuities 
has  been  condemned  by  Necker, 
and  is  condemned  in  the  preamble 
to  this  very  loan  ;  but  the  moil  en- 
lighrened  financier  mu  ft  fubmit  to 
ncceffity.  The  principal  defebf  of 
this  mode  of  proceeding  feems  to  lie 
in  this  circumftance,  that  govern¬ 
ment  cannot,  like  private  focieties 


for  the  infur ance  of  lives,  difetiml- 
.nate  between  the  different  probabi¬ 
lities  that  attend  diff  erent  ages,  fexes* 
and  degrees  of  health,  aud  of  con- 
fequence  is  liable  to  be  impofed  up¬ 
on  by  the  gamefier  and  the  fpecu- 
latiift.  A  lecond  loan  was  made  by 
M  de  Calonne  for  the  fum  or 
5,000.0001.  fierling,  in  the  month 
of  December  1784.  The  loan  bore 
an  intereft:  of  five  percent,  was  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  lottery,  and  was 
declared  >  edeemable  in  twenty  years. 

But  he  greatejft  financial  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  year  1784,  was  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  new  caifie  d ’amortifTement, 
or  finking  fund,  by  an  arret  of  the 
thirty-firff  of  AugufiV  It  is, a  little 
remarkable  that  the  national  debt  of 
England,  and  that  of  France,  a- 
mount  nearly  to  the  fame  fum  ;  and 
it  may  therefore  be  additionally 
worth  our  attention  to  watch  the 
proceedings  of  the  neighbouring- 
power  upon  this  important  fubjedh 
The  plan  the  caifie  d’amortifie- 
ment  is  fimple  and  moderate.  Its 
leading  idea  is  the  paying  annually 
by  government  into  the  hands  of  a 
board,  let  apart  for  that  purpofe, 
the  entire  intereff  of  the  exiliing 
national  debt,  whether  in  Jftock  or 
annuities ;  together  with  an  add - 
tional  annual  fum  of  120,000).  The 
annuities  that  will  be  annually  ex- 
tinguifhed  are  effimated  in  the  arret 
at  50,000!.  The  fum,  therefore, 
which  is  fet  apart  for  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  national  debt,  will  an¬ 
nually  increafe  in  this  amount.  The 
operation  of  the  arret  is  limited  to 
the  term  of  twenty-five  years  ;  and 
during  that  term  the  annual  receipt 
of  the  caifie  d’amortiftement  is  de¬ 
clared  unalterable,  and  incapable  of 
being  diverted  to  any  other  objeeff. 
Of  ceniequence  it  appears,  from  a 
train  of  accurate  calculations,  that 
the  fum  thus  deffined  to  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  debt,  will  be  equal 
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in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1809  to 
32,625,0001.  At  the  fame  time  the 
amount  of  national  debt,  which 
will  be  redeemed  in  confequence  of 
the  conditions  upon  which  the  fe- 
veral  loans  were  made,  will  be  equal 
to  20,062,500!.  1  he  annuities 

which  will  of  courfe  expire,  con¬ 
formably  to  this  calculation,  will 
conftitute  the  fum  of  1,250,00c!. 
Of  confequence  the  debt  extin- 
guifhed  will  be  about  54,000,000!. 
and  the intereft,  as  well  in  annuity 
as  upon  ftock  that  will  be  extin- 
guifned,  will  amount  nearly  to  the 
fum  of  3,800,000!.  per  annum 

The  fubjeCt  of  national  debts 
was  r  ever  better  underllood  than  at 
the  period  in  which  we  write.  The 
amount  to  which  they  have  already 
pifen  is  fo  vail,  that  it  requires  a 
degree  of  experience  and  familiarity 
to  be  able  to  comprehend  their  na¬ 
ture  and  efteCts.  At  fil'd:  fight,  and 
during  a  confiderable  lapfe  of  years, 
they  were  regarded  as  an  objeCt  of 
unmixed  aftonifhment  and  horror. 
Every  one  looked  forward  to  the  fa¬ 
tal  period,  when  this  vail  bubble  of 
the  imagination. mu  ft  burft  in  its  ca¬ 
reer,  and  involve  millions  in  po¬ 
verty  and  ruin.  The  fudden  de- 
fraction  of  an  annuity  of  nine  or 
ten  millions  per  annum,  was  an 
event  which  the  mind  w.  s  fcarcely 
adequate  to  conceive.  The  confe¬ 
quence  Teemed  to  be  the  overthrow 
M  all  government,  the  deftruCtion 
of  all  ci  vilifation,  the  introduction 
of  anarchy,  and  confufion,  and  a 
fate  in  the  laid  degree  favage  and 
barbarous.  The  event  was  conli- 
dered  not  only  as"  probable  but  ip- 
evitable,  and  {peculators  in  politics, 
like  {peculators  in  religion,  foretold 
the  deflrucdion  of  the  bead,  and  the 
annihilation  of  the  world. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  affirmed  that  a 
fudden  end  ca ft  now  be  put  to  the 
r$ode  of  carrying  onwar  upon  loans. 


It  has  been  adopted  throughout  Em 
rope,  and  is  like  the  vaft  Handing 
armies  that  are  maintained  upon  the 
continent,  which  it  would  Item  to 
be  madnefs  for  any  power  to  dif» 
band,  uniefs  it  could  firft  bring  the 
neighbouring  powers  to  agree  upon 
a  fimilar  reduCtion.  But  if  we  muff 
give  up  the  idea  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  m  de  of  borrowing  money  on 
the  part  of  government,  it  will 
fcarce  y  be  difputed  that  we  ought 
to  gi  ve  up  the  idea,  of  extinguifhing 
the  exitling  debt.  Thefe  fenti- 
ments,  fo  obvious  and  incontro 
v-  rtible,  have  of  late  made  innu¬ 
merable  converts,  who  have  treated 
the  very  idea  of  a  finking  fund  as 
worthy  only  of  the  chimerical  brain 
of  a  dreaming  projector.  They  have 
difplayed  to  us,  with  much  empba- 
fis,  how  much  wifer  policy  it  would 
be  to  leave  the  money,  which  has 

formerly  been  turned  into  this  chan- 
¥ 

nel,  in  the  pockets  of  the  fubjeCt. 
War  mult  again  arife,  taxes  iniift 
be  again  irapofed.  If  you  would 
have  the  people  able  to  bear  thofe 
new  burthens,  which  inevitably  ac¬ 
company  a  ftate  of  emergency,  you 
mult  lighten  their  flioulders  in  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  tranquility.  Let  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  which  you  are  difpofed  to 
drain  them,  be  laid  out  upon  com¬ 
merce  and  agriculture,  and  it  will 
yield  a  twentyfold  increafe.  Be- 
fide,  every  new  tax  has  a  tendency 
to  decreafe  the  produce  of  an  old 
one.  A  true  politician  would  ra¬ 
ther  feek  at  his  leifure  to  increafe 
the  revenue,  by  remitting  the  exift- 
ing  taxes,  than  by  impoling  addi¬ 
tional  ones. 

In  the  mean  time  it  may  not  be 
unnatural  to  fear,  that  while  we  are 
recoiling  from  one  extreme,  we  may 
be  in  danger  of  falling  into  another* 
It  the  debt  is  not  to  be  extinguifhi 
ed,  it  does  not  therefore  follow  that 
it  is  not  to  be  kept  \yithin  certain 

bounds. 
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Sounds.  There  are  limits,  beyond 
which  the  refources  of  a  people  will 
not  go.  And  if  in  this  country, 
for  example,  we  are  able  to  pay  an 
Annuity  of  ten  millions,  we  mull 
not  haflily  conclude,  that  we  fhall 
be  able  at  any  future  period  to  pay 
an  annuity  of  twenty,  or  thirty,  or 
fifty  millions  per  annum.  It  the 
national  debt  is  always  to  be  in- 
creafed,  and  never  to  be  diminifh- 
cd,  it  is  impoilible  to  fix  upon  any 
point  at  which  it  fhall  flop.  Such 
a  mode  of  proceeding  feems  to  in- 
volve  inevitable  ruin.  A  medium 
is  therefore  to  be  difcovered,  with¬ 
out  exhaufting  the  vigour  and  re- 
fburces  of  the  country,  fo  as  to 
prevent  all  future  exertion.  And 
nearly  fuch  a  medium  perhaps,  is 
that  which  has  been  tixed  on  by  M. 
de  Calonne.  To  fay  that  the  na¬ 
tion  is  able  to  pay  the  editing  fil¬ 
tered:,  including  the  annuities,  is  a 
conceifion  that  ought  readily  to  be 
granted  by  the  enemies  of  a  finking 
fund.  But  if  they  are  able  to  pay 
an  in te rail  of  eight  or  nine  millions 
per  annum,  it  fhould  feem  that  they 
are  alfo  able  to  pay,  without  much 
inconvenience,  the  fum  of  1 20,oool. 
per  annum,  which  is  the  original 
flock  of  the  caifle  d’amortifiement. 
If  the  fyflem  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  for  employing  the  fum  thus 
-accumulated  in  the  bufinels  of  re¬ 
demption,  be  equally  politic  with 
that  by  which  it  is  created,  a  con- 
fid  enable  degree  of  merit  feems  jufl- 
ly  afcribable  to  the  comptroller  ge¬ 
neral. 

Various  were  the  regulations  at¬ 
tempted  by  M.  de  Calonne  for  the 
improvement  of  the  revenues.  He 
revifed  the  reilridfions  that  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  employed  for  the  fup- 
preffion  of  contraband  commodi¬ 
ties  ;  and  he  was  fuppofed  particu¬ 
larly  qualified  for  this  office,  by  the 
•aircimiitanc*  of  his  having  redded 


for  fome  time  in  the  French  Ne¬ 
therlands,  the  chief  lcene  of  the 
contraband  trade.  He  endeavoured 
to  encourage  the  commerce  of  the 
Baltic,  and  the  American  colonies, 
by  the  introduction  of  bounties  and 
immunities,  at  the  fame  time  that 
certain  ports  in  thefe  illaruls  were 
opened  for  the  purpofe  of  general 
trade.  Thefe  regulations  might 
poffibly  be  productive  of  temporary 
advantage.  They  certainly  are  not 
founded  upon  thofe  unprejudiced 
and  comprehenfive  views  which  are 
alone  worthy  of  a  great  minifler  in 
the  dole  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
They  originate  in  petty  views  of 
monopoly,  and  the  idea  of  forcing 
commerce  into  particular  channels, 
though  no  truth  be  more  notorious, 
than  that  commerce  is  then  molt 
flourilhing,  when  it  is  moil  left  to 
itfelf. 

The  exertions  of  France  with  re- 
fpedt  to  foreign  countries  during 
this  period,  were  calculated  to  give 
her  eclat  and  dignity  among  the  na¬ 
tions,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
did  not  expofe  her  to  the  rifque  and 
the  calamities  of  war.  An  agree¬ 
ment  had  been  entered  into,  in  the 
dole  of  the  year  1783,  by  the 
courts  of  Vcrfailles  and  Conftanti- 
nople,  in  eonfequence  of  which, 
upon  the  event  of  a  war,  a  tempo¬ 
rary  ceffion  of  Candia  was  to  be 
made  to  the  French,  and  a  fleet  was 
to  fail  for  the  alliilance  of  the  T urks, 
which  was  at  this  time  fitting  out  in. 
Toulon.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
year  1784,  when  the  danger  of  war 
feemed  moil  imminent  between  the 
emperor  and  the  Dutch,  fame  Jieps 
were  taken  for  the  forming  two  ar¬ 
mies  of  obfervation,  on  the  fide  of 
tire  Netherlands  and  the  three  bi~ 
fliopricks,  which  were  de  (lined  to 
be  commanded,  one  of  them  by 
rnarfhal  Broglio,  and  the  other  by 
tbs  count  de  Stainville.  During 

the 
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the  courfe  of  this  year,  Geneva 
was  evacuated  by  the  troops  of 
France  ;  and  a  new  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  and  alliance  was  concluded 
with  the  court  of  Sweden. 

The  council  of  war,  which  had 
been  commiffioned  to  try  the  count 
cie  Grafife,  and  the  other  captains  of 
the  fleet  which  had  been  defeated 
by  admiral  Rodney,  put  an  end  to 
their  feilion  on  the  twenty-firft  of 
May  1784.  The  commander  in 
chief,  together  with  the  majority 
of  the  officers,  were  honourably  ac¬ 
quitted,*  a  few  were  hub  jeered  to  a 
flight  cenfure,  among  whom  were 
M.  Bougainville,  the  celebrated  cir¬ 
cumnavigator.  But  the  reception 
which  was  bellowed  on  M.  du  Suf- 
fren,  who  arrived  about  the  fame 
time  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  was  of  a 
very  different  nature.  All  ranks 
and  orders  of  men  vied  with  each 
ether  who  fbould  lliew  the  moll 
gratitude  and  attachment  to  this 
great  and  fuccefsful  commander. 

n 

The  compliment  which  was  paid 
him  by  the  queen,  whether  we  con- 
fider  it  as  a  mark  ot  the  fen  Ability 
of  her  character,  or  the  elegance 
of  her  tafte,  perhaps  defirves  to  be 
recorded.  Introducing  him  to  the 
dauphin,  a  boy  of  three  years  old, 
file  is  laid  to  have  employed  thel'e 
remarkable  words  :  “  This,  fir,.  is 
M.  du  Suffren,  to  whom  wre  owe 
the  greateft  obligations.  Obferve 
him  well,  and  remember  his  name  ; 
it  is  one  of  the  fir  if  of  thofe  that 
you  mull  learn  to  repear,  in  order 
that  you  may  never  forget  it.” 

The  revenues  of  America  were 
Hill  in  a  pollure  of  d iforder,  dif- 
credit,  and  diftrefs.  We  Hated  in 
the  fourth  volume  ot  our  hiffory 
the  various  Heps  that  had  been  taken 
by  the  general  congrefs  down  to 
the  fpring  of  the  year  1783,  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  revenue  adequate  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  government,  and  the  ut¬ 


tered:  of  the  public  debt,  which  had 
been  the  confequence  of  the  war. 
They  had  pointed  out  the  refpec- 
tive Turns  which  ought  to  be  iur- 
niffied  for  this  purpofe  by  each  Hate, 
in  proportion  to  its  'populouinsTs, 
cultivation,  and  wealth.  Finding 
this  meafure  ineffectual,  thev  had 
propofed  a  duty  of  five  per  cent, 
upon  all  commodities  imported 
from  other  countries  into  America. 
Finally,  they  had  publiflled  a  re¬ 
commendation  on  the  eighteenth  of 
May  in  the  vear  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  which  they  had  rep  relented 
as  the  dernier  re  fort  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  tranquility,  prolperity  and 
credit.  This  recommendation  per¬ 
haps  exhibited  the  wife  if,  the  molt 
politic,  and  moderate  of  all  expe¬ 
dients  for  accomplifhmg  the  pur¬ 
pofe  it  had  in  view,  the  creating  a 
permanent  income  proportioned  to 
the  burthen  of  the  national  debt. 
It  included  however,  and  it  was 
highly  proper  it  fbould  include,  a 
claufe  in  favour  of  that  duty  of 
five  per  cent,  which  was  q|  all  im¬ 
ports  the  lighteil  and  moil  unexcep¬ 
tionable.  But  the  circumftance  was 
in  lbme  meafure  unfavourable  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  meafure.  Ex- 
clufi.ve  of  every  other  objection  that 
might  have  been  flatted  from  a 
groimdlefs  prejudice  againft  the  ima¬ 
ginary  power  and  encroachments 
of  congrefs,  it  was  not  to  be  lup- 
pofed,  that  the  very  duty,  which 
had  been  rejected  by  fume  Fates  and 
demurred  by  others,  would  be  ac¬ 
ceded  to  without  difficulty  when 
brought  forward  under  a  different 
form.  The  province  of  Virginia 
was  the  firff  to  exhibit  the  patriotic 
example  of  complying  with  the  jufl 
and  honourable  requifition.  It  was 
flowly  and  gradually  that  it  was 
brought  under  dilcuifion  in  the 
other  Hates.  Rhode  Illand,'  and  the 
province  of  Maflach ufeus,  did  .not 
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decide  upon  the  meafure  before  the 
dimmer  of  the  year  1784.  By  the 
latter  it  was  honourably  adopted 
upon  the  cooled  and  mod  deliberate 
examination.  By  the  former  the 
tax  of  five  per  cent,  had  been 
warmly  and  paflionatelv  rejected  in 
178 2;  they  were  equally  peremp¬ 
tory  in  the  prelent  infance.  A 
third  date,  that  of  New  York,  did 
not  come  exprefly  to  the  queflion 
till  fo  late  as  the  fpring  of  1785. 
At  that  time  they  rejected  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  congrefs,  in  the 
month  of  March  by  a  majority  of 
two,  and  in  that  of  April  by  a 
majority  of  four  voices.  But  the 
buflnefs  was  not  yet  clofed.  The 
recommendation  of  congrefs  re¬ 
ceived  the  fardtion  of  a  conflderable 
majority  of  the  dates  ;  and  as  it  has 
not  been  practifed,  in  the  progrels 
of  this  meafure,  to  decide  upon  it 
at  once,  and  then  difmifs  it  for  ever, 
a  realbnabie  .expectation  might  be 
formed  that  it  would  be  crowned 
with  ultimate  fuccefs.  It  was  ori¬ 
ginally  directed  by  congrefs,  that 
the  permanent  revenue  fhould  not 
take  place,  till  the  aft  by  which  it 
was  conflitutcd  had  been  adopted  in 
every  part  by  all  the  dates.  This 
condition  was  mollified  as  it  pafled 
through  the  fubordinate  legifla-r 
tures  ;  and  fome  of  the  aflemblies, 
in  the  a£t  which  made  the  meafure 
their  own,  required  the  aflent  only 
of  twelve,  and  others  only  of  ele¬ 
ven  of  the  provinces.  It  was  pro¬ 
bable  therefore,  that  the  meafure 
might  be  fo  moderated  and  quali¬ 
fied,  as  at  length  to  produce  the 
effeff  that  was  fo  ardently  deflred 
by  the  mod  enlightened  datefmen 
of  the  new  republic. 

It  had  been  ufual  however,  for 
the  congrefs  to  enter  upon  the  mod 
deliberate  examination  of  the  date 
of  their  finances  about  the  month 
of  April  in  every  year  ;  and  from 


this  practice  they  could  not  fafely 
depart.  Accordingly,  in  the  fpring 
ot  the  year  1784,  the  fubj^ff  was  once 
again  brought  under  their  difeuffion, 
though  the  great  objeCl  of  their  re¬ 
commendation  was  extremely  far 
from  being  accomplifhed.  Whether 
they  considered  this  delay  as  amount¬ 
ing  to  a  defeat,  or,  on  the  contrary, 
expected  that  their  propoial  would  be 
crowned  with  ultimate-,  though  late 
fuccefs,  in  either  cafe  the  amount 
was  the  fame.  The  expences  of 
the  general  government,  and  the  fil¬ 
tered  of  the  debts  both  abroad  and 
at  home,  were  dill  going  on,  and 
could  not  poffibly  wait  for  the  flow 
and  gradual  conquefl  that  might  be 
gained  over  fufpicion,  inexperience 
and  prejudice.  One  of  the  mea¬ 
fure  s  which  in  this  circumflance 
was  adopted  by  the  legidature,  im- 
p relied  with  the  confcioudiefs  of 
their  inability  of  meeting  every 
claim,  was  to  declare,  that  the  two 
drd  of  the  objects  we  have  enume¬ 
rated  fhould  drd  engage  their  at- 
tention  ;  and  that,  for  the  in  tyred 
of  the  fums  that  might  be  due  to 
the  dcmedic  creditors,  it  would  be 
neceflary,  for  the  prefent,  to  pay 
them  not  in  money,  but  in  certifU 
cates  figned  by  the  fuperinterickuu 
of  the  finances.  Thefe  certificates 
were  made  payable  inflead  of  money 
into  the  treafuries  of  the  refpec- 
tive  Hates,  only  with  this  provifion, 
that  three  fourths  of  the  fums  paid 
by  individuals  into  the  exchequer 
of  the  Hates,  and  three  fourths  of 
the  films  paid  by  the  dates  into  the 
general  treafury,  fhould  be  paid  in 
money,  and  only  one  fourth  by 
means  of  the  certificates. 

On  the  day  previous  to  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  this  meafure,  which  re¬ 
ceived  the  fanftion  of  the  legifla- 
ture  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
April,  the  congrefs  publiflied,  in 
the  fame  manner  in  which  they  had 
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been  accuftomed  to  do  on  former 
occafions,  an  account  of  the  fums 
which  would  be  necefiary  for  the 
fupport  of  government  during  the 
year  1784.  This  was  .fitted  by 
them  at  85-48211.  The  general 
congrefs,  at  the  tame  time  that  they 
pointed  out  the  neceitity  of  the  im¬ 
mediate  production  of  this  fum, 
complained  warmly  of  the  delay 
which  had  already  been  induced 
upon  the  cftablifhment  of  the  per¬ 
manent  revenue,  and  urged,  with 
importunity,  the  adoption  of  greater 
harmony  and  immediate  difpatch. 
They  had  done  their  duty  ;  and 
there  were  no  other  means  that 
could  be  devifed  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  public  faith  and  the  fupport 
of  national  credit.  America  was 
now  to  make  her  choice  between 
good  government  and  anarchy  ;  be¬ 
tween  political  confederation  and 
commercial  honour  on  the  one 
hand,  and  contempt  and  bankrupt¬ 
cy  and  ruin  on  the  other. 

Of  all  the  fources  of  American 
revenue  there  was  none  that  pro- 
mifed  to  be  fo  ufeful  and  produc¬ 
tive  as  that  which  was  propofed  to 
he  created  by  the  fale  of  the  inland 
and  uncultivated  territories  of  the 
hates.  Thefe  are  of  a  vaft  and 
immcafurable  extent,  being  only 
bounded  by  the  river  Miffiffippi  on 
the  weft,  and  on  the  eaft  by  the 
Apalachian  mountains  and  the  five 
lakes  of  Canada.  But  unfortunately 
this,  like  all  the  other  American  re- 
fources,  could  only  be  realifed  {low¬ 
ly  and  by  degrees,  while  the  necef- 
fities  of  government  were  pre, fling 
and  indifpenftble.  In  order  to  veil 
the  power  of  fale  in  the  general 
Congrefs,  two  trains  of  negcciation 
have  been  requifite ;  the  firft  with 
the  provincial  aftembli.es  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  ftates,  and  the  lecond  with 
the  northern  and  the  eaftern  Indian 
nations.  The  firft  of  thefe  appears 


to  be  in  fame  meafure  in  train.  Ca* 
rolina,  Virginia  and  New  York 
have  palled  adte  of  ceifion  nearly  in 
the  terms  required  by  congrefs. 
With  the  native  Indians  the  affair 
is  more  maufpicious  and  uncertain. 
Great  Britain,  after  the  peace  of 
1763,  as  file  poftefted  all  the  civi- 
lifed  and  cultivated  parts  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  was  able  to  maintain  a  confi- 
derable  degree  of  veneration  and 
refpedt  among  the  lavage  tribes. 
The  United  States,  on  the  contrary, 
have  reverted  to  the  fituation  in 
which  England  was  placed  before 
the  acquilition  of  Canada.  They 
have  one  fet  of  European  enemies  to 
the  north,  and  another  to  the  weft 
of  their  dominions.  The  Englifh 
and  the  Spaniards  have,  or  are  pre¬ 
tended  to  have,  tampered  with  the 
Indians,  the  neighbours  of  the  new 
republic.  Certain  it  is  that  thefe 
wild  and  barbarous  herds'  have  made 
incurlions  on  the  weftern  fettle- 
ments  of  America,  the  progrefs  of 
which  has  every  where  been  marked 
-with  devaftation  and  bloodflied. 

The  invasion  of  the  Indians  was 
not  beheld  by  the  different  legilla- 
tures  with  tranquility  and  indif¬ 
ference.  Their  aftaults  were  fought 
to  be  repelled  fometimes  by  force, 
and  fometimes  by  treaty.  In  parti¬ 
cular  a  grand  negotiation  was  open¬ 
ed,  by  commiffioners  appointed  for 
that  purpofe  by  the  general  con¬ 
grefs  and  by  the  aftembly  of  Pcnn- 
fylvania,  with  the  fix  nations  who 
re  fide  on  the  northern  divifion  of 
that  Hate,  and  on  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  province  of  New  York.  The 
conferences  were  opened  at  Fort 
Stanwix  ;  and,  befide  the  plenipo* 
tentiaries  felcdted  for  that  purpofe, 
feveral  other  illuftrious  characters 
afiifted  upon  the  occafion.  Among 
thefe  were  general  Waftiington,  M. 
de  Marbois  coriful  general  of 
France,  and  the  marquis  de  ia  Fay¬ 
ette 
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ette.  The  French  nobleman  in 
particular  was  extremely  aClive 
upon  the  occasion,  and  appears  to 
have  gained  conhderabk  influence 

U-i  1  - 

over  the  Indian  deputies  by  his  elo¬ 
quence  and  -add  re  Is.  The  peace 
■was  concluded  on  the  fourteenth  of 
October  1 784.  Hoftages  were  given 
by  the  Indians,  a  general  liberation 
of  prifoners  flip  u  la  ted,  and  a  cei- 
lion  made  to  an  immenie  extent  of 
uninhabited  territory.  But  though 
the  treaty  was  concluded  with  the 
representatives  of  India,  it  does  not 
feem  to  have  been  very  popular 
with  their  constituents  at  home. 
They  were  in  no  hurry  to  ratify 
the  conditions  that  had  been  granted 
by  their  deputies.  The  northern 
as  well  as  the  wefiern  Indians  re¬ 
mained  in  a  considerable  degree  dif- 
affedfed  to  the  United  States. 

The  natural  con  Sequence  of  this 
fit  nation  was,  that  the  molt  flou  riffl¬ 
ing  of  the  country  Settlements  were 
mod  ex  poled  to  their  barbarous  in- 
curlions.  Among  thefe  one  of  the 
mod  condderable  is  the  province  of 
Kentucky,  an  extendve  country, 
dretching  from  the  Apalachian  and 
Allegany  mountains,  on  the  wed, 
as  far  as  the  Ohio.  This  country 
Was  fird  fettled  during  the  height 
of  the  war.  It  is  Said  in  many  of 
its  parts  to  be  temperate,  beautiful 
and  fertile.  It  has  attained  to  a 
condderable  degree  of  profperity  ; 
and  from  being  ten  years  before  al- 
mod  wholly  uninhabited,  its  popu¬ 
lation  was  computed  in  the  year 
1784  at  between  twenty  and  thirty 
thou  land  fouls. 

But  the  province  of  Kentucky 
yields  in  every  refpeCt  of  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  advantage  to  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  fettlemeiTt  of  Vermont.  This 
country  had  fpirit  and  brehgth 
enough  to  enter  its  claim  to  an  in¬ 
dependence  of  New  York,  ta  which 
it  originally  belonged,  at  a  time 
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when  the  national  independence  of 
the  thirteen  colonies  themfelves  was 
far  from  ascertained.  They  were 
of  courfe  hardily  treated  by  the 
province  which  claimed  a  Sovereign¬ 
ty  over  them,  and  even  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  cong refs.  But  the  kind  of 
difcountenance  in  which  they  were 
held  did  not  difeourage  them- 
Blood  iv. is  repeatedly  died  in  Skir¬ 
mishes  between  them  and  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  New  York  ;  but  their  re¬ 
solution  was  undaunted,  and  they 
declared  their  det  rmi nation  rather 
to  withdraw  themfelves  from  the 
confederation  of  the  United  States, 
than  fubmit  to  the  kind  of  ftibordi- 
nation  that  was  dcligned  for  them. 
In  this  date  of  Separation,  and  in 
the  winter  of  1784,  their  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  computed  at  thirty-eight 
thoufand,  and  the  expences  of  their 
government  at  600I  per  annum. 
Fifteen  years  before  there  was  not  a 
Single  habitation  over  the  vail:  fur- 
face  of  this  whole  country.  At 
length  the  kind  of  hardihood  they 
displayed,  and  the  profperity  that 
Seemed  to  attend  them  under  tha 
roughnefs  of  their  early  dTciplinc, 
obtained  for  them  greater  consider¬ 
ation  and  a  more  favourable  treat¬ 
ment.  They  received  a  kind  of 
indirect  countenance  from  the  unit¬ 
ed  congrefs  ;  and,  Induced  by  the 
profpedt  that  was  held  out  to  them, 
they  elected,  about  the  month  of 
January  1785?  three  deputies  to 
reprefent  them  in  the  aiTembly  of 
the  Slates. 

But  the  propofed  melioration  of 
the  American  finances  is  to  proceed, 
not  from  the  lands  afieady  appro¬ 
priated,  but  from  thole  which,  be¬ 
ing  ceded  by  the  native  Indians,  or 
bv  the  provincial  congrehes  of  the 
reSpeCtive  hates,  Shall  be  uppraprb, 
a  ed,  according  to  the  plan  laid 
down,  bv  the  wifdom  and  policy 
Q.f  the  united  legthat^.  An  aft 
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by  the  general  congrefs  upon  this 
fubjeft,  which  is  dated  on  the 
twentieth  of  May  1785,  will  aflift 
our  ideas  both  of  the  value  of  the 
refource,  and  of  the  particular  re- 
-  gulations  that  will  probably  be  a- 
dopted  on  this  important  fubjeft. 
The  territory  to  which  it  relates, 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
lake  Erie,  and  on  the  fouth,  by  a 
line  drawn  from  eaft  to  well,  from 
the  lpot,  where  the  moil;  northerly 
branch  of  the  Ohio  confines  upon 
the  fouthern  boundary  of  Peniyl- 
vania.  This  region  is  diredted  to 
be  divided  into  dill  rids  of  fix  miles 
fquare  ;  and  each  of  thefe  difirifts 
again  to  be  fubdivided  into  por¬ 
tions  of  one  mile  fquare,  or  fix 
hundred  and  forty  acres  refpeftivc- 
ly.  Of  thefe  dill  rifts,  one  feventh 
is  direfted  to  be  difiributed  gratis 
to  the  foldiers  having  ferved  in  the 
laft  war.  Three  difirifts,  bordering 
upon  the  Erie,  are  referved  for  the 
officers,  foldiers  and  refugees  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  a 
fimiiar  portion  is  referved  for  the 
converted  and  civiiiied  Indians. 
The  remaining  difirifts  are  to  be 
fold  without  referve  ;  the  firfi  be¬ 
ing  put  up  to  fale  entire,  and  the 
fecond  in  the  portions  we  have 
mentioned  of  one  mile  fquare,  and 
fo  on  alternately.  Of  the  difirifts 
one  portion  or  thirty-fixth  part,  is 
to  be  fold  for  the  creation  of  a  fund, 
for  the  fupport  of  public  fchools  in 
the  refpeftive  difirifts.  Four  por¬ 
tions  are  to  be  fold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States,  who  alfo  re¬ 
ferve  to  them  Pelves  one  third  of  the 
profits  of  all  mines  of  gold,  filver, 

'  iron,  and  lead.  The  remainder  are 
to  be  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  re¬ 
fpeftive  fiates,  in  proportion  as 
they  {hall  have  contributed,  by 
their  ceifion  of  territory,  to  the 
creation  of  the  objeft  of  the  fide. 


There  is  nothing  that  has  Iefs 
contributed  to  the  good  order  and  re¬ 
putation  of  the  United  States,  than 
the  violent  and  immoderate  inclin¬ 
ation  they  manifefied  to  enter  into 
commerce.  Commerce,  in  its  very 
nature,  requires  wealth  and  capital 
to  fupport  it.  The  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica  are  to  be  coniidered  as  in  a 
{fate  of  political  infancy,  as  they 
are  in  a  fiate  of  poverty.  The 
way  in  which  nations  naturally 
rife  to  competence  and  profperity, 
is,  in  the  firfi  place,  by  the  exer¬ 
tion  of  their  internal  induftry,  by 
the  improvements  of  agriculture 
and  the  creation  of  manufaftures. 
Trade  is  a  fort  of  fluid,  which  mull 
haveafpring  and  relervoir  in  itfclf, 
or  it  will  ferve  little  pnrpofe,  either 
of  fertility  or  beauty,  to'caufe  it  to 
fpread  in  a  {hallow  fiream  over  a 
wide  extent  of  ground.  But  the 
Americans,  unconlcious  or  inat¬ 
tentive  to  thefe  truths,  let  out 
with  giving  extenfive  orders  to  the 
merchants  of  various  countries.  As 
their  military  exertions  and  fpirit 
had  been  admired,  and  as  fuccefs 
had  attended  their  achievements, 
the  applaufe  they  obtained  natural¬ 
ly  produced  a  confidence  in  their 
fubfequent  profperity.  Their  or¬ 
ders  were  fulfilled  with  avidity, 
and  the  confequence  was  every 
where  bankruptcy  and  lofs.  A  re¬ 
markable  inltance  of  the  fpirit  we 
have  deferibed  in  the  Americans,  is 
to  be  found  in  a  law,  palled  by  the 
alfembly  of  Connecticut  in  the 
month  of  May  1784,  under  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  a  law  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  arts  and  commerce. 
By  this  law  aliens,  who  fettled  in 
the  port  of  Connecticut,  with  the 
confentof  the  majority  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  were  intitled  to  all  the 
rights  of  citizens  ;  all  fliips  em¬ 
ployed  four  months  of  the  year  in 
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foreign  commerce,  were  exempted 
From  taxes  during  the  term  of  their 
being'  fo  employed  ;  and  every 
ftranger  fettling  in  thefe  places, 
who  fhould  bring  with  him  2000 1. 
m  money  or  fhould  import  annual¬ 
ly  from  Europe,  Afia,  or  Africa, 
goods  to  the  value  of  3000 1.  was 
exempted,  for  feven  years,  or  dur¬ 
ing  the  term  of  his  importation, 
from  all  taxes.  Perhaps  this  is  the 
firfl:  inftance  in  which  any  country 
has  avowedly  encouraged  an  im¬ 
portation  greater  than  its  export¬ 
ation.  Such  a  proceeding  is  not 
only  to  the  lad  degree  impolitic, 
but  neceiTarily  tends  in  the  end  to 
the  difgrace  and  difcredit  of  the 
country  that  adopts  it.  Every  part 
of  the  United  States  however  has 
not  fallen  into  the  fame  error,  and 
fome  proceedings  have  recently  been 
held  by  the  province  of  Maffach li¬ 
fe  ts  of  a  very  different  defcription. 

The  trade  of  America  was  con¬ 
ceived  to  have  been  one  of  the  fird 
objeds  of  France  in  the  affidan.ee 
fire  lent  to  their  riling  government ; 
and  die  has  accordingly  held  out 
various  advantages  to  their  com¬ 
merce.  I/Orient  and  Bayonne,  as 
as  well  as  Dunkirk  and  Marfeilles, 
Were  declared  free  ports  for  the 
American  veffels.  The  French  had 
in  a  former  indance  granted  per- 
million  to  the  Americans  to  touch 
for  provifions  at  the  iilands  of 
Mauritius  and  Bourbon,  In  their 
way  to  the  Ead  Indies  and  to  China. 
An  additional  permiffion  was  grant¬ 
ed  in  the  year  1784*,  allowing  them 
to  trade  ultimately  with  thefe  iilands, 
and  eirher  to  fell  the  American 
productions  to  the  inhabitants,  or 
to  exchange  them  for  their  goods, 
or  the  merchandife  of  Inula  and 
China. 

We  noticed  in  our  fourth  vo¬ 
lume,  the  difeontent  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  with  the  proclamation  of  the 


Ehglifh  privy  council,  limiting 
the  commerce  between  that  conti¬ 
nent  and  our  Wed-Jndiaii  in¬ 
lands,  to  Britifii  bottoms.  Many  of 
the  dates  palled  proviiional  aids, 
throwing  dmilar  fedricHons  upon 
the  Britifii  commerce  by  way  of 
reprifals.  It  was  with  a  view  of 
the  fame  kind  that  the  con^refs 

•  i  O 

came  to  a  refolution,  in  May  1784, 
to  recommend  to  the  different  le¬ 
g-filatures,  to  ved  in  the  United 
States,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years, 
a  power  of  prohibiting  the  import¬ 
ation  or  exportation  of  every  fpecies 
of  merchandife  or  provifioils,  in  vef- 
fels  belonging  to  any  power,  with 
which  the  dates  fiiall  not  have 
formed  a  treaty  of  commerce.  To 
the  exercife  of  thefe  powers,  they 
dated  the  eonfent  of  nine  dates  as 
previoufly  requifite.  The  prohi¬ 
bition  however  refpeding  the  En- 
glifh  iilands  was  not  confined  to  the 
fort  of  jealoitfy  or  artimofity  pecu¬ 
liar  to  ourfelves.  France  and  Spain, 
about  this  time  entered  into  dmilar 
regulations,  in  the  fpirit  of  our 
navigation  laws.  The  commerce 
of  America  was  fubjed  to  one  other 
difadvantage,  befidcs  thofe  we  have 
mentioned.  Incapable  of  itripofing 
any  motives  of  fear,  policy,  or  pro¬ 
fit,  they  were  particularly  expofed 
to  the  depredations  of  the  pirates  of 
Barb  ary. 

We  have  formerly  dated  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  induced  the  general  con- 
grefs  to  quit  the  refidence  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  the  month  of  June  1783. 
The  inhabitants  of  that  city,  fen* 
fible  of  the  advantages  they  fhould 
derive  from  retaining  in  their  walls 
this  venerable  body,  employed  e- 
very  meafure  to  induce  their  return. 
The  congrefs  however  refuted  it- 
felt  to  their  i  affiances,  and  on  the 
twentieth  of  Odober  1783,  came 
to  a  refolution  to  fit  alternately, 
in  fituations  feieded  for  the  pur- 
Q  2  pofk, 
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pofe,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  and  upon  thole  of  the  Po- 
towmac.  Their  defgn  was  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  ceffion,  from  the  fates  bor¬ 
dering  upon  thefe  rivers,  of  cer¬ 
tain  lands  which  were  to  hold  im¬ 
mediately  of  the  general  congrefs, 
and  upon  which  they  iltould  erect 
inch  buildings  as  fliould  be  necef- 
fary  for  the  public  convenience. 
In  the  mean  time,  till  thefe  mca- 
fures  fhould  be  carried  into  effect, 
they  refolved  to  fit  alternately  at 
the  town  of  Trenton  in  New  Jerfey, 
and  at  Annapolis,  the  capital  of 
the  province  of  Maryland, 

Great  praife  was  undoubtedly 
due  to  the  moderate  and  peaceable 
fpirit  with  which  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  the  army  feparated  in 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1783.  Incap¬ 
able  of  fatisfy  ing their  j ult  demands, 
the  fates  had  every  thing  to  fear 
from  that  peremptory  and  untem- 
porifing  fpirit,  which  is.  ufually  the 
fruit  of  a  confderable  leries  of  mi¬ 
litary  fervice.  But,  though  they 
merited  much  commendation,  by 
thus  giving  to  the  character  of  citi- 
zens  a  decifve  preponderance  over 
the  character  of  foldiers,  there  was 
however  one  mealiire  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  which  was 
more  queffionablc  and  ambiguous 
in,  its  nature.  This  was  the  inili- 
tution  of  the  celebrated  order  of 
the  Cincinnati.  The  inf  rument  of 
their  afbciation  is  dated  at  Anna¬ 
polis,  on  the  twenty-frf  of  No¬ 
vember  1783.  The  perfons,  of 
whom  the  order  was  to  be  compo fed, 
were  the  officers  who  had  ferved 
in  the  American  army  during  the 
war.  The  order  was  made  here¬ 
ditary  to  them  and  their  eldef  male 
pofcrity  ;  and,  in  failure  of  inch 
pofterity,  in  the  collateral  branches, 
who  might  be  judged  worthy  of 
becoming  its  iupporters  and  mem¬ 
bers.  Other  citizens'  of  the  Ame¬ 


rican  f  ites,  were  made  capable  of 
being  received  as  honorary  mem¬ 
bers,  but  for  their  lives  only,  and 
with  an  exprefsprovifion,  that  their 
number  in  each  fate  fhould  not  ex¬ 
ceed  the  proportion  of  one  to  four 
of  the  officers,  and  their  defeend- 
ents.  The  focietv  were  to  hold 
general  meetings,  in  their  relpec- 
tive  fates,  and  meetings  of  parti¬ 
cular  ,diilriCts.  The  tiate-meetings 
were  to  take  place  once  in  twelve 
months,  and  the  general  meetings 
at  leaf  once  in  three  years.  The 
profef  ed  obj ects  of  the  fociety  were, 
to  yield  an  mediant  attention  to 
preferve  inviolate  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  human  nature  ;  to  dif- 
play  an  unalterable  determination 
to  promote  and  cherifli  between  the 
refpeCtive  fates,  a  fpirit  of  union 
and  national  honour;  and  to  render 
permanent,  particularly  by  acts  of 
fubfantial  beneficence,  the  cordial 
affection  fubfifing  among  the  of¬ 
ficers.  For  this  purpolc,  each  mem- 
was  to  fubferibe  one  month  of  his 
pay  to  the  general  treafury  ;  and 
this  fund  was  to  be  in.cre.aied  by  do¬ 
nations,  which  might  be  made,  as 
well  by  perfons  not  of  the  fociety, 
as  by  its  immediate  members.  The 
intcref  of  this  money  only,  was  to 
be  expended  in  acts  of  charity. 
The  fociety  was  to  be  difinguifli-ed 
by  an  order  of  gold,  fulpended  by 
a  deep  blue  ribbon,  edged  with, 
white,  emblematical  of  the  union 
of  America  and  France.  The  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  French  army  ierving 
in  America  were  made  honorary 
members.  General  Wafliington, 
lo  early  as  the  month  of  October 
1783,  lubferibes  himfelf  prefident 
of  the  order  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Never  perhaps  was  a  foundation 
more  deep  and  lefs  equivocal  laid 
for  a  new  order  in  the  fate,  than 
in  the  infrument  we  have  del  crib - 
ed.  This  felf-createcl  bodv  extend- 
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ed  its  exigence  over  every  part  of 
America,  aflutned  early  the  pecu¬ 
liar  and  tremendous  privilege  of 
hereditary  honour,  avowed  fome  of 
its  principal  objects  to  be  political 
and  collefted  influence,  and,  in 
fine,  adopted  the  moll  known  and 
infallible  loiirce  of  power  in  the 
creation  of  a  fund,  always  to  be  in- 
creahnsr,  and  never  to  be  alienated. 
It  can  fcarcely  be  imagined  that  a 
plan  fo  deep,  fo  direct,  and  fo  di- 
gebed,  could  be  formed  at  hazard, 
and  not  proceed  from  the  invention 
of  a  faga'cious  mind,  that  perfectly 
underflood  the  ebefts  he  was  about 
to  produce.  It  is  abonibiing  that 
in  the  United  States  of  America, 
where  all  honorary  titles  were  pro¬ 
hibited,  where  they  had  forbidden 
their  fubjefts  to  accept  of  the  com¬ 
pliment  of  knighthood  from  a  fo¬ 
reign  flate,  that  fuch  an  inilitution 
fliould  have  paffed  in  lilence.  It  is 
Wonderful  that  many  Anierican  of¬ 
ficers  and  particularly  the  illuftri- 
ous  Wafliington,  whofe  integrity 
was  unquebionable,  and  wrhofe 
charafteribic  quality  had  ever  been 
warinefs  and  caution,  fliould  have 
been  deceived  in  a  bulinefs  of  fo 
extreme  magnitude.  His  conduct 
in  this  affair,  is  perhaps  the  only 
blot,  that  can  be  fixed  upon  the 
character  of  this  venerable  hero. 
It  '£  iinpoffible  however  wholly 
to  exculpate  him.  If  he  under- 
flood  the  tendency  of  his  con¬ 
duct,  his  ideas  of  liberty  mull  have 
been  lels  pure  and  elevated  than 
they  have  been  reprefepted  to  be ; 
and  if  he  rubied  into  the  meafure 
blindfold,  he  mull  bill  be  conbder- 
ed  as  wanting  in  fojne  degree,  that 
penetration  and  prefence  of  mind 
fo  ne'ceflary  to  complete  his  cha- 
rafter. 

The  perfon  to  whom  the  honour 
was  defined  of  awakening  and  en¬ 
lightening  his  countrymen  upon 


this  important  fubjeft,  was  /Ed  an  us 
Burkap  one  of  the  chief  jubices  of 
the  bates  of  South  Carolina  A 
pamphlet  was  publibied  by  this 
gentleman  foon  after  the  original 
introduction  of  the  order,  in  which 
he  illubrated  all  the  ill  confer 
quences  that  might  be  expected  to 
refult  from  it.  If  the  Americans 
had  been  cold  and  fupine  in  the 
firil  inllance,  it  was  however  eafy 
to  awaken  their  public  fpirit  into 
patriotic  jealoufy.  No  fooner  was 
the  idea  of  danger  barted  than  the 
impreffion  bew  with  the  ut mob  ra-e 
pidity  through  the  whole  continent. 
Early  in  the  year  1784,  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Pennlyl vania  and  MafFa- 
chufets  declared  the  inbiturion  un- 
jubibable,  and  their  refolution  to 
difcountenance  it.  The  province  of 
Rhode  Iband  even  went  to  tht? 
length  of  annulling  the  privileges 
of  all  the  fubjefts  of  its  bate,  who 
fliould  be  members  of' this  fociety, 
and  declaring  them  incapable  of 
any  office  under  government.  In 
confequence  of  the  alarm  that  was 
taken,  the  Cincinnati,  in  their  firb 
general  meeting  convened  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  on  the  third  of  May  1784, 
thought  proper  to  new-model  the 
inbitution  of  their  fociety.  They 
profeffied  to  withdraw  the  claim  of 
hereditary  honour,  to  difclaim  all 
interference  with  political  fubjefts, 
and  to  place  their  funds  under  the 
immediate  cognizance  of  the  feverai 
legillatures,  through  the  medium 
of  a  general  charter.  They  he'll  - 
tated  not  to  relinquifh  every  thing 
of  their  new  conbitution,  except 
their  perfonal  friendbiips,  of  which 
they  could  not  be  divebed,  and  the 
afts  of  benebcence,  which  it  was 
their  intention  btould  bow  from 
them.  With  thefe  profeffions  how¬ 
ever,  they  retained  their  funds,  their 
general  meetings  and  their  ribbons, 

It  remains  for  the  wifdom  of  the  le- 
C  3  gi  flat  u  res 
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giflatnres  to  decide,  or  for  ex¬ 
perience  to  dempndrate,  how  far 
thefe  circumftances  keep  alive  the 
danger  that  was  originally  appre¬ 
hended. 

It  may  perhaps  be  proper  to 
.racord  -  among  the  events  of  the 
period  before  us,  the  infiitution  of 
a  dodtor  Seabury,  in  Connedticut, 
and  a  doctor  Smith,  in  the  province 
of  Penpfylvania,  to  be  bifhops  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  forms  of  the  church  of 
England.  Application  was  made  on 
the  part  of  each  of  thefe  gentlemen, 
to  obtain  from  the  bench  of  bifhops 
in  this  country,  the  ceremony  of 
confecration  ;  and  each  was  refus¬ 
ed.  The  motive  affigned  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  Cafe,  was  certain  innovations, 
that  were  fuppofed  to  have  been 
made  by  the  epifcopalians  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  the  eftabliihed  liturgy. 
Doctor  Seabury  had  recourfe  for 
confecration  to  the  non-juring  bj- 
iliops  of  Ireland,  the  affair  of  dodtor 
Smith,  we  believe,  is  not  yet  ter¬ 
minated. 

The  little  encouragement  the 
loyalifts  experienced  in  their  at¬ 
tempts  to  return  to  their  native 
country,  afforded  {lender  hopes  of 
their  final  reftoration.  The  pre¬ 
cipitance  of  this  fet  of  men,  and  the 
procraftination  of  congrefs,  had 
caufed  their  affair  to  be  nearly  de¬ 
cided,  previously  to  the  recommend¬ 
ation  of  the  fourteenth  of  January 
1784,  and  that  paper  feems  to  have 
made  no  alteration  in  their  circum- 
ffanccs.  One  of  the  methods  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  Britifli  adminiftratioh,  to 
relieve  the  diftrefs  in  which  they 
had  involved  themfelves  by  their 
inordinate  attachment  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  was  the  alignment  of  unoc¬ 
cupied  lands  in  the  province  ot  No¬ 
va  Scotia.  It  was  probably  with  a 
view  to  this  circumlfance  that  Mr. 
Parr  was  appointed  governor  of 
|;hat  country,  and  fent  out  with 


fuitable  inltrudfions  in  the  an-? 
tumn  of  1782,  by  the  nobleman 
under  whole  aulpices  the  peace  was 
concluded.  In  the  month  of  May 
1783,  the  foundation  was  laid  of 
a  new  town  at  Port  Rofeway,  near 
the  fouthernmofl  point  of  the  pe- 
ninfula,  which  received,  from  the 
patron  of  the  governor,  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  Shelburne.  This  efiablifh- 
ment  feems  to  have  made  a  conli- 
derable  prog-refs,  and  the  fettlers 
were  computed  at  upwards  of  nine 
thoufand,  who  were  furnifiied  by 
government  with  tools,  clothing 
and  provifions.  About  a  mile  from 
the  town  of  Shelburne  was  eredted, 
what  was  fly  led  the  Black  Town, 
which  exhibited  the  uncommon  and 
agreeable  fpecfacle  of  a  colony  of 
twelve  hundred  free  negroes,  at 
the  diPance  of  one  half  of  the  globe 
from  their  original  country.  We 
haye  however  had  melancholy- 
proof,  in  the  Preets  and  environs 
of  the  metropolis,  that  this  eda- 
bliftiment  was  by  no  means  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  humane  and  indif- 
penfible  purpofe  it  was  defined  to 
ferve, 

Belides  the  edablifhment  of  Shel¬ 
burne,  a  conliderable  and  equally 
important  fettlement  was  made  up¬ 
on  the  continent  to  which  the  pen- 
infula  is  affixed,  and  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river  St.  John.  This  town 
has  receiv  ed  the  appellation  of  New 
Brunfwic  ;  and  on  the  fecond  of 
Auguft  1784,  it  was  eredted  into 
the  metropolis  of  an  independent 
province,  of  which  colonel  Thomas 
Carleton  was  appointed  the  gover¬ 
nor.  The  general  queftion  of  co¬ 
lonization  we  are  not  now  to  ex¬ 
amine.  It  is  not  neceffary  for  us 
to  reprefent  how  great  a  part  of 
Great  Britain  remains  wade  and 
uncultivated,  and  how  much  its 
population  and  wealth  falls  fhort  of 
what  they  might  be  made.  We  need 
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not  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the 
affertion,  by  which  colonies  are 
Slated  to  be  a  continual  drain  upon 
the  mother  country  during  their 
imbecility,  and  the  rivals  of  her 
power,  .and  the  rebels  of  her  juris¬ 
diction,  when  arrived  to  a  hate  of 
maturity.  It  may  be  proper  how¬ 
ever  to  take  notice  of  a  melancholy- 


proof  .afforded  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
that  the  country  of  Nova  Scotia  is 
not  in  a  Hate  of  extreme  profperity. 
We  allude  to  the  Strong  and  repeat¬ 
ed  representations  that  were  made 
by  the  magistrates  of  Shelburne, 
during  the  months  of  January 
and  March  1785,  upon  the  Sub¬ 
ject  of  famine. 


CHAP.  III. 

Ireland.  Meeting  at  Dungannon.  Meeting  of  Parliament.  National  Con¬ 
vention.  Bill  of  Reform  rejelled.  Change  of  Minifry .  Arrival  of 
-the  Duke  of  Rutland.  Protelling  Duties.  Riots .  Bill  ref  polling  the 
liberty  of  the  Prefs.  Prorogation. 


“''HE  enthuiiafm  for  liberty, 
which  firSt  took  its  rife  a- 
mong  the  people  of  America,  had 
an  important  and  extenhve  Spread 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  and 
it  is  probable  that  its  effeCts  have  not 
yet  fubiided.  But  no  where  was 
this  Spirit  transfufed  with  more 
vigour  and  with  sweater  Succefs 
than  among  the  people  of  Ireland. 
The  acquisitions  they  had  made  in 
refpect  of  community  and  consti¬ 
tution  in  the  years  1779  and  1782, 
were  of  the  higheft  value.  But 
they  had  not  yet  done  every  thing, 
and  their  paffion  for  political  reno¬ 
vation  was  not  Satiated.  For  Some 
time  it  Seemed  at  a  lofs  for  an  object 
Suited  to  the  magnitude  of  its  efforts. 
The  face  of  the  country  might  be 
compared  to  the  appearance  of  the 
ocean  previoufly  to  the  Form.  The 
waves  were  blackened,  and  the  wa¬ 
ters  in  undulation,  but  the  temped 
had  not  yet  decided  upon  their  di- 
redtion  and  courfe.  At  length  the 
coniideration  fuggefted  itfclf  of  a 
parliamentary  reform.  Undoubted¬ 
ly,  if  liberty  be  either  a  matter  of 
intrinfic  value  or  indefealible  right, 
the  commons  of  the  nation  where  it 
exiffs,  cannot  be  too  fully  and  ad¬ 


equately  represented.  Such  a  re¬ 
presentation  as  that  which  now  ex- 
ifted  in  Ireland,  where  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  houfe  of  commons  and 
the  Sentiments'  of  the  people  were 
ever  at  variance,  Seemed  lels  to  con- 
ftitute  any  eftimable  prerogative, 
than  to  remind  the  nation  how  far 
they  were  from  poffeffmg  any  valu¬ 
able  liberty. 

If  the  idea  of  a  reform  in  their  re¬ 
presentation  fugeefted  itfelf  later  to 
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the  people  of  Ireland  than  to  the  peo- 
pleof  England  and  ofScotland,  they 
appeared  however  inclined  to  com¬ 
pensate  this  overilght  by  rapid,  de¬ 
cisive,  and  untemporiffng  meafures 
in  their  purfuit  of  it.  The  Subject 
was  firff  taken  up  with  lerioufnefs 
and  effect,  by  the  delegates  of  forty- 
five  volunteer  corps,  afSembled  on 
the  firit  of  July  1783,  at  Lifourne 
in  the  county  of  Antrim.  The 
moll  confiderable  Heps  entered  up¬ 
on  on  this  occafion,  were,  the  in¬ 
viting  the  volunteers  of  UlSter  to  a 
general  meeting  on  the  eighth  of 
September  ;  and  the  appointing  a 
committee  to  aSSemble  in  the  mean 
time  at  Belfafi,  and  to  correfpond 
with  fome  of  the  moSt  distinguished 
characters  in  the  island  of  Great 
C  4  Britain 
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Britain',  who  werfe  understood  to  he 
friends  to  a  parliamentary  reform. 
To  behold  great  nations,  inch  as 
Anjerica  and  Ireland,  correipoud- 
ing  with  the  molt  enlightened  men 
in  the  world,  upon  their  political 
iituations,  was  an  object  refejved 
for  this  late  age  of  refinement,  il¬ 
lumination,  and  philofophy.  The 
chairman  of  this  committee  was 
Mr.  William  Sharman,  a  Lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  in  the  volunteer  army, 
and  the  perfons,  to  whom  their  let¬ 
ters  were  addreffed,  were  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  the  earl  of  Effing¬ 
ham,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Wyvil,  major 
Cartwright,  Dr.  Price,  and  Dr, 
John  jebb.  From  Mr.  Pitt  it  does 
not  appear  that  they  obtained  any 
an  fiver.  The  reply  of  the  duke  of 
Richmond  was  remarkably  nervous, 
fpirited  and  manly,  and  recom¬ 
mended  With  great  force  the  large 
and  comprehenlive  plan  of  univer- 
fal  reprefentation,  which  is  known  to 
have  been  patronized  by  that  noble¬ 
man.  His  principal  argument  was, 
“  that  all  plans,  that  were  merely 
of  a  fpecuiative  nature,  had  been 
found  infufficient  to  intereif  and 
animate  the  gieat  body  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  from  whofe  earneffnefs  alone 
any  reform  was  to  be  expedted.  A 
long  exclufion  from  any  fliare  in 
the  legillation  of  their  country,  had 
rendered  the  great  mafs  ol  the  peo¬ 
ple  indifferent,  whether  the  mono¬ 
poly  that  fubfiiled,  continued  in  the 
hands  of  a  more  or  lefs  extended 
company  ;  or  whether  it  were  di¬ 
vided  by  them  into  fhares  of  fome- 
what  more  or  lefs  juft  proportion. 
They  had  been  fo  often  deceived, 
that  they  -were  fcarcely  now  dii- 
poied  to  confide  in  any  fet  of  men. 
Nothing,  but  felf-evident  convic¬ 
tion,  that  a  meafure  tended  effectu¬ 
ally  to  the  recovery  of  their  rights, 
could,  or  indeed  ought,  to  intereft 
them  in  its  favour,51' 


The  partial  and  ifolated  meethigs 
to  which  that  of  Lifbiirrie  had  led 
the;  way,  were  followed  by  a  grand 
meeting  of  delegates  for  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Ulfter,  which  was  held  at 
Dungannon  in  the  county  of  Ty¬ 
rone,  in  purfua-nce  of  the  defigna- 
tioli  that  was  made  at  Lifburne. 
At  this  meeting  there  appeared  fe- 
veral  verv  diltimruiflied  cha rasters, 
particularly  the  earl  of  Charles 
mont,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Conolly, 
a  man  of  the  moft  extenfive  pro? 
perty.  But  the  p  erf  on  who  ren¬ 
dered  himfclf  moft  confpieuous  up¬ 
on  the  occafion  was  the  carl  of  Bri- 
ftol,  bifhop  of  Derry.  It  was  even 
reported,  that  this  nobleman  had  fet 
on  foot  a  fubfeription  to  erect  an 
elenant  buildnVg  at  Dun  a  an  non  for 
the  accommodation  of  future  meet¬ 
ings  of  a  fimilar  nature;  that  he 
contributed  cool,  towards  carrying 
the  plan  into  execution  ;  and  that 
he  made  one  of  his  fons,  a  very 
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young  boy,  infert  his  name  as  a 
lubferiber  of  50].  The  refolutions 
propofed  at  this  meeting  were  car¬ 
ried  unanimouflv,  and  expreffed, 
with  precilion  and  perfpicuity,  the 
principles  upon  which  it  was  in¬ 
tended  their  reform  fliould  be  found-, 
ed.  One  of  the  moft  important, 
was  for  the  eluding  by  ballot  a 
committee  of  five  perfons  from  each 
county,  to  reprefent  the  volunteer 
army  in  a  grand  national  conven¬ 
tion,  to  be  held  at  Dublin  on  the 
tenth  day  of  November.  They 
alfo  agreed  upon  an  adthefs  to  the 
volunteers  of  the  other  three  pro¬ 
vinces  into  which  the  kingdom  is 
diftrihuted.  This  addrefs  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  unanimity,  and 
the  province  of  Lei  after  firif,  and 
afterwards  that  of  Munfter,  held 
afiemblies,  and  adopted  meafures 
limilar-to  thofe  of  the  faceting  of 
Dungannon. 

Such  was1  the  poflure  of  the  aft 

fairs 
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fairs  of  the  reform.,  when  the  new 
parliament,  whole  election'  had  been 
proclaimed  in  July,  met  on  the  four¬ 
teenth  of  OCIober.  The  earl  ol 
Northington,  the  lord  lieutenant, 
opened  the  fefficn  with  afpeech,  in 
which  he  congratulated  them  on 
the  full  poffelfion  and  enjoyment  of 
thole  conditutional  and  commercial 
advantages,  which  had  been  fo  lately 
obtained.  He  obferved,  that  Great 
Britain  had  teftided  her  iacred  re¬ 
gard  to  the  adjudment  by  the  molt 
unequivocal  proofs  of  fincerify  and 
good  faith.  He  hated  the  edablifh- 
ment  of  peace  as  affording  them  an 
opportunity  of  turning  their  undi¬ 
vided  attention  on  the  means  of  en- 
crcatiiig*  the  national  profperity.  He 
recommended  to  their  conlideration 
lavys,  for  regulating  the  judicature 
of  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  for 
making  a  new  effablifhfnent  ot  the 
polt-ol'fice,  conformably  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  equality  that  had  lately 
been  introduced.  He  recominend- 
ed  the  linen  manufacture,  the  fifh- 
ery,  and  the  didrefled  Genevans. 
It  well  became  the  gene  roll  ty  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  extend  their 
protection  tothefe  ingenious  andin- 
dullrious  men.  But  in  forming  this 
eftablifliment,  they  would  doubtlefs 
conhder  it  as  a- part  of  their  duty  to 
avoid  unneceffary  expence,  and  ul¬ 
timately  to  leeure  the  utmoff  advan¬ 
tages  to  their  country.  He  a-ntici- 
pated  the  greateft  national  benefits 
from  the  wifdom  and  temper  of  the 
new  parliament.  He  allured  them 
of  every  good  difpolition  of  him- 
lelf  and  the  fovereign  in  the  fur¬ 
therance  of  their  real  welfare.  He 
had  entered  upon  his  ad minift ration 
with  an  honed  ambition  of  meriting 
their  good  opinion,  and  he  indulged 
the  warmeft  hope  of  obtaining  it. 

The  fir  ft  day  of  the  feffion  was 
employed  in  voting  addreffes  to  the 
king  and  the  lord  lieutenant.  The 
thanks  of  both  houfes  were  alfq 


voted  to  the  different  volunteer 
corps  of  Ireland  for  their  zeal  to 
iecond  the  magillrates  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws,  and  to  defend  the 
country  from  foreign  enemies.  The 
motion  was  brought  forward  in  the 
houle  of  lords  by  the  duke  of  Lein- 
ffer,  and  in  the  houle  of  commons 
by  lord  Sudley,  Ion  to  the  earl  of 
Arran.  The  next  day  an  ad  dr  elk 
was  alfo.  voted  to  earl  Temple,  their 
late  lord  lieutenant,  on  the  motion 
of  the  earl  of  Morrfjngton. 

But  the  firil  bulinefs  of  con  lid  cr-  ’ 
able  importance  was  a  refolution 
moved  by  lir  Henry  Cavendifh, 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  October, 
44  That  the  condition  of  the  coun¬ 
try  rendered  it  abfolutely  neceflary 
that  all  practicable  retrenchments 
fhould  be  made  confident  with  the 
true  interefts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  honourable  fupport  of  his  ma- 
je  fly’s  revenue.”  The  principal 
circumflanee  upon  which  the  refo¬ 
lution  was  grounded  by  its  author 
was,  that  the  debt  of  Ireland  was 
now  little  flioit  of  two  millions  ; 
while  in  the  year  17^5  there  was  a 
credit  due  to  the  nation  of  upwards 
of  400,000b 

The  difcullion  of  this  refolution 
was  rendered  particularly  memor¬ 
able  by  the  mifunderflanding  that 
took  place  on  occafion  of  it,  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Flood  and  Mr.  Grattan. 
Con  trover  lies  of  a  perfonal  nature 
do  not  dircCtly  conftitute  the  fub- 
jeCf  of  general  hiftory.  But  inch 
a  one,  as  that  to  which  we  have  aU 
hided,  tends  fo  greatly  to  illudrate 
the  date  of  civilization,  refinement 
and  eloquence,  in  the  country  which 
was  the  feat  of  it,  as  well  as  the  abi¬ 
lities  and  genius  of  the  two  mod 
conlide rable  men  in  that  kingdom, 
that  it  will  be  found  to  deferve  to 
make  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule.  Mr,  Flood  took  up  the  que- 
dion  in  the  dyle  of  the  mod  pe¬ 
remptory  oppolition.  Fie  was  allo- 
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niflied  tc  find  the  leaf!  appearance 
of  diffatis  faCtion  with  the  motion 
riling  on  the  iide  of  government. 
The  difiatisfaCtion  ought, to  have 
originated  on  the  other  fide  ;  for  the 
refolution  did  not  go  far  enough. 
In  lord  Townlhend’s  adminidraticn 
the  courtiers  of  that  day  thought 
they  had  done  enough,  when  they 
had  introduced  an  amendment  upon 
a  motion  of  the  minority  in  the 
very  words  of  the  prefent  refolu¬ 
tion.  Be  had  not  therefore  thought 
that  any  man  on  the  fide  of  go¬ 
vernment  would  have  oppoled  the 
queftion.  He  had  rather  fuppofed 
that  they  would  have  called  out  in 
triumph  to  let  it  pafs ;  that  they 
would  have  exulted  to  fee  the  new 
commons,  the  new  country,  Ire-* 
land,  in  its  emancipated  and  digni¬ 
fied  ft  ate,  tolerate  the  nonfenfe  that 
was  current  in  lord  Townfhend’s 
adminid  ration-.  He  was  as  willing 
as  any  man  to  pay  compliments  to 
mini ilry  both  thereand  in  England, 
to  allow  them  every  degree  of.  cre¬ 
dit  for  their  honourable  intentions  ; 
and  when  he  heard  ceconomy  re¬ 
commended  from  the  throne,  he 
was  adoniftied  to  find  any  oppolition 
to  the  prefent  motion.  Indeed  he 
believed  the  words  of  that  recom¬ 
mendation  were  by  fome  accident 
mifplaced,  or  that  government  had 
not  yet  digeded  the  plan  of  re¬ 
trenchment.  It  fliould  not  have 
immediately  followed  the  mention 
of  the  Genevan  colony,  a  body  of 
virtuous  men,  who,  to  avoid  the 
mod  ignominious  llavery,  had  fought 
an  afylum  in  the  arms  of  Ireland. 
It  was  not  the  proper  place  to  life 
the  word  ceconomy  ;  it  there  dis¬ 
graced  the  generous  aCt  of  men  who 
had  juft  recovered  their  own  liber¬ 
ty  ;  by  placing  it  there,  Ireland 
might  lofe  a  great  deal  of  honour, 
but  could  fave  very  little  money. 
But  it  was  not  in  little  things  that 


they  were  to  look  for  relief.  Their 
oeconomy  mud  not  defcend  into  de¬ 
tail,  but  muft  attach  upon  ellablifh- 
ments,  or  they  would  plunge  every 
day  deeper  in  ruin.  They  muft  re¬ 
trench  their  own  expences,  and  not 
leave  it  to  others  to  ceconomife  for 
them.  He  concluded  with  moving 
as  an  amendment,  4i  That  the  mi¬ 
litary  eftablifhment  in  its  prefent 
date  afforded  room  for  effectual  re¬ 
trenchment.5’ 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Grattan,  in  op- 
polition  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Flood,  confided  chiefly  of  invec¬ 
tive  upon  his  pad  conduCt,  parti¬ 
cularly  while  he  had  a  feat  in  the 
cabinet  during  the  lieutenancy  of 
.lord  Harcourt.  For  himfelf  he 
fliould  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
houfe  in  apologizing  for  infirmity, 
or  the  affectation  of  infirmity,  as 
Mr.  Flood  had  done  ;  he  fliould  not 
enter  into  a  defence  of  his  charac¬ 
ter,  as  he  had  never  been  guilty  of 
apoflacv.  To  the  invective  of  Mr. 
Grattan  it  was  replied  by  his  anta- 
gonift,  that  every  member  of  the 
houfe  could  bear  witnefs  to  the  in¬ 
firmity  he  had  mentioned,  and  that 
it  fliowed  little  candour  to  make  a 
noCturnal  attack  upon  that  infirmity. 
But  he  was  not  afraid  to  meet  the 
right  honourable  member  at  any 
time,  or  upon  any  ground.  He 
would  Hand  poorly  in  his  own  elli- 
mation,  and  in  his  country’s  opi¬ 
nion,  if  he  did  not  Hand  far  above 
him.  He  did  not  come  there  d relied 
in  a  rich  wardrobe  of  words  to  de¬ 
lude  the  people.  He  was  not  one 
who  had  promifed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
of  rights,  yet  neither  brought  in 
the  bill,  nor  permitted  any  other 
perfon  to  do  it.  He  was  not  one 
who  had  threatened  to  impeach  the 
chief  juftice  of  the  king’s  bench  for 
acting  under  an  Englifh  law,  and 
afterwards  flirunk  from  that  bud- 
find's.  He  was  not  the  aifthor  of 
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the  hmple  repeal.  He  had  not 
come  at  midnight,  and  attempted, 
by  a  vote  of  that  houfe,  to. 'ar  re  ft 
the  progrefs  of  reafon,  and  dibe 
the  voice  of  the  people.  He  was 
not  the  mendicant  patriot,  who  was 
bought  by  his  country  for  a  ium  of 
money,  and  then  fold  his  country 
for  prompt  payment.  A  man  of 
warm  imagination  and  a  brilliant 
fancy  might  fometimes  be  dazzled 
with  his  own  ideas,  and  lor  a  mo¬ 
ment  fall  into  error  ;  but  a  man  of 
a  found  bead  could  not  have  made 
fo  egregious  a  miilake,  and  a  man 
of  an  honed:  heart  would  not  have 
per  fifed  in  it  after  it  was  dilcover- 
ed.  For  himfelf,  the  whole  force 
of  what  had  been  laid  again  if 
him  reded  upon  this,  that  he  once 
accepted  an  office.  But  was  a  man 
the  lefs  a  patriot  for  being  an  ho¬ 
ned  fervant  of  the  crowm  ?  He 
had  taken  as  great  a  part,  with  the 
bril  office  of  the  date  at  his  back,  as 
ever  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  did  with  mendicancy  behind 
him. 

Mr.  Grattan  replied  particularly 
to  feveral  of  the  charges  made  up¬ 
on  him  by  Mr.  Flood.  But  it  was 
not  the  (lander  of  the  bad  tongue 
of  a  bad  character  that  could  de¬ 
fame  him.  He  maintained  his  repu¬ 
tation  in  public  and  in  private  life. 
No  man,  who  was  not  himfelf  dil- 
honoured,  coaid  fay  he  ever  deceiv¬ 
ed  him  ;  no  country  had  ever  called 
him  a  cheat.  But  he  could  fup- 
pofe  a  man  of  a  different  charac¬ 
ter,  a  man,  not  now  in  that  houfe, 
but  who  formerly  might  have  been 
there.  He  would  fuppofe  it  his 
conlfant  practice  to  abufe  every 
man  who  differed  from  him,  and  to 
betray  every  man  who  trulfed  him. 
He  would  fuppofe  him  active,  and 
he  would  divide  his  life  into  three 
dages.  In  the  fir  If  he  was  intem¬ 
perate,  in  the  fecond  corrupt,  and 


in  the  third  feditious.  Suppofe  him 
a  great  egotid,  his  honour  equal  to 
his  oath,  and  he  would  bop  him, 
and  fay,  “  Sir,  your  talents  are 
not  io  great  as  your  life  is  infa¬ 
mous.  Y ou  were  blent  for  years, 
and  you  were  blent  for  money. 
When  affairs  of  confequence  to  the 
nation  were  debating,  you  might 
be  feen  palbng  by  thefe  doors,  like 
a  guilty  fpirit,  jull  waiting  for  the 
moment  of  putting  the  queftion, 
that  you  might  drop  in,  and  give 
your  venal  vote.  Or  you  might  be 
been  hovering  over  the  dome,  like 
an  ill-omened  bird  of  night,  with 
fepulchral  notes,  a  cadaverous 
afpedf,  and  a  broken  beak,  ready 
to  doop  and  pounce  upon  your 
prey.  You  can  be  tr tided  by  no 
man.  The  people  cannot  trub 
you  ;  the  miniders  cannot  trud 
you.  You  deal  out  the  mod  im¬ 
partial  treachery  to  both.  You 
tell  the  nation  it  is  ruined  by  other 
men,  while  it  is  fold  by  you.  You 
bed  from  the  embargo ;  you  fled 
from  the  fugar  bill ;  you  bed 
from  the  mutiny  bill.  I  there¬ 
fore  tell  you,  in  the  face  of  your 
country,  before  all  the  wrorld,  and 
to  your  beard,  you  are  not  an  honed 
man.” 

The  warmth  of  debate  had  car¬ 
ried  the  fpeakers  thus  far,  and  the 
repeated  calls  of  the  houfe  to  hear 
the  two  members  had  been  too  loud 
to  admit  of  any  interruption,  when 
the  fpeaker  at  length  found  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  interfere,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  diflenfion.  The  perfe- 
vering  exertions  of  the  houfe  were 
equally  fuccefsful  in  preventing  the 
coined  from  being  followed  by  any 
more  fatal  confequences.  The 
amendment  of  Mr.  Flood  was  re¬ 
jected  by  the  houfe.  The  previous 
quedion  was  now  moved  upon  the 
refolution  of  fir  Henry  Cavendidi 
by  Mr,  Monck  Mafon,  and  was 
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fuppbrted  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pelham, 
f’ue  fectetarv  to  the  lord  lieutenant. 

j  t 

If  there  ever  was  any  quethon  that 
Mr.  Pelham  was  ready  and  delirous 
to  enter  upon  immediately,  it  was 
the  prefen  t;  for  he  concurred  in 
the  intention  of  it.  But  he  con- 
ceitedjit  ought  not  to  have  been  in¬ 
troduced  previouily  to  the  accounts 
©f  government  having  been  regu¬ 
larly  brought  before  parliament. 
The  coniideration  of  the  refolution 
of  fir  Henry  Cavendifh  was  agreed 
to  be  deferred. 

On  the  third  of  November,  Mr. 
Flood  moved  his  amendment  to  the 
fMblution  of  fir  Henry  Cavendifh, 
as  a  principal  queftion,  in  the  form 
Of  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  acquaint¬ 
ing  him,  that,  “  iince  the  augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  army  had  taken  place, 
additional  burthens  had  been  laid 
oh  the  people,  and  the  debt  of  the 
kingdom  had  gone  on  increaiing.” 
He  obferved,  in  fupport  of  his  mo¬ 
tion,  that  the  country  was  in  the 
inoil  imminent  danger  of  being 
plunged  into  an  abyiS  of  poverty 
and  wretebednefs ;  that  to  reduce 
the  civil  life  would  be  frivolous, 
pitiful,  and  courting  the  name  of 
oceonomy,  while  they  diicarded  t  he 
iuhftance;  that  fo  materially  did 
their  prefent  expenditure  exceed 
their  income,  that  the  whole  civil 
lift  being  ft  ruck  off  would  by  no 
means-  be  fufficient ;  and  that  <a  mi¬ 
litary  reduction  afforded  the  only 
folk!  ground  for  ccconomy,  It  Was 
replied  to  Mr.  Flood  by  Mr.  Y el¬ 
ver  ton,  the  attorney  general,  that 
parliament  had  not  yet  examined 
the  circum dances  of  the  nation, 
and  that  they  might  not  be  fo  bad 
as  they  were  now  reprelented.  If 
government  could  in  any  way  fup- 
porr  the  army,  its  reduction  ought 
Purely  to  be*  the  laid  object  of  re¬ 
trenchment.  When  the  trade  of 
Ireland  was  fettered  by  the  moil 
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arbitrary  laws,  when  by  a  mutiny 
bill  the  fubjeCls  of  that  country 
were  adjudged  to  the  lots  of  life 
and  limb  by  the  laws  of  another, 
the  augmentation  was  then  chear- 
fully  granted.  Since  that  time 
Britain  had  been  humbled,  and 
Ireland  had  regained  its  rank  among 
the  nations.  Their  commerce  was 
free  as  air,  arid  was  protected  by 
the  navy  of  England,  for  the  main- 
tai nance  of  which  they  did  not  pay 
a  fhilling.  Was  Ireland  capable 
of  defending  it  with  its  naval  force, 
conii fling  of  fix  revenue  cutters  ? 
And  what  was  required  of  them  ? 
That  they  fliould  maintain  three 
thoufand  men  for  the  defence  of 
the  Weft  Indian  Elands.  Was  it 
wife,  was  it  generous,  was  it  juft 
to  refute- them  ? 

Sir  Hercules  Langrifhe,  one  of 
the  commilfioners  of  the  Iiilli  cuf- 
toms,  purfued  the  argument  of 
Mr.  Yelverton.  He  gave  all  ere-, 
dit  to  Mr.  Flood,  who,  with  the 
largenefs  of  mind  that  ditHnguifhec! 
all  his  eftbrts,  laid  his  hand  at  once 
on  the  army  as  the  fruitful  fource 
of  retrenchment.  He  admitted  it 
was  fo  ;  but  in  making  a  facrifice 
to  ccconomy,  they  fliould  beware 
of  facrificing  a  higher  duty.  Be- 
fide  retrenchment,  there  were  other 
concerns  that  ihoufd  till  their  mind, 
National  charaClef  and  national  ho¬ 
nour  were  not  to  be  forgotten.  Ve- 
rv  different  from  the  language  of 
the  addrefs  now  recommended,  had 
been  the  language  of  the  addrefs  of 
1779.  To  have  made  them  con¬ 
fident,  on  the  former  occalion 
they  ought  to  have  faid  to  Eng¬ 
land,  u  Remove  thole  reftridions 
that  opprefs  us,  and  we  will  let 
bounds  to  our  liberality.  We  will 
diminifli  our  fupplies,  we  will  dif- 
band  our  army.  Open  to  us  every 
fource  of  profperity  that  Britain 
has  acquired  by  the  blqpd  of  her 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


45 


inhabitants  and  the  expenditure  of 
millions,  and  we  will  contribute 
Ids  than  ever  to  the  common  ciuiiec’ 
No-  Thde  were  not  her  fentg 
ments  when  fixe  demanded,  nor 
would  this  language  be  adopted  by 
Ireland  now  die  had  obtained  her 
rights.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Flood 

C 7  . 

was.  fupported  by  Mr.  Gardiner, 
member  for  the  county  ol  Dublin, 
hr  Henry  Cavendilh,  Mr.  Dennis 
Browne,  and  Mr.  Molyneux.  It 
was  opppfed  by  hr  Samuel  Brad- 
Rreet  and  Mr.  Hartley,  members  for 
the  city  of  Dublin,  Mr.  Conolly 
and  Mr.  Grattan.  Upon  the  di- 
vifion  the  numbers  appeared  for 
the  addrefs  58,  againfe  it  132.  The 
motion  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Flood 
upon  oecahon  of  hr  Henry  Caven- 
dilVs  refolution,  which  was  brought 
forward  again,  with  the  concert  of 
admini  fixation,  on  the  tenth  day  oi 
N  ovember. 

During-  the  period  of  which  we 
are  treating,  ieveral  popular  en¬ 
quiries  and  refolutions  were  brought 
forward  on  the  part  of  oppohtion. 
An  inveftigai  a  was  made  by  Mr. 
Dennis  Browne  into  the  diibu de¬ 
ment  of  ioo,oooI.  which  had  been 
voted  by  the  Irifh  parliament,  for 
the  railing  of  teamen,  in  confequence 
of  its  being  fufpef  ted  that  a  part  of 
this  turn  had  been  diverted  tor  the 
railing' of  lix  regiments  ot  fencibles. 
In  the  committee  of  fupply,  No¬ 
vember  the  tenth,  it  was  moved  by 
hr  Edward  Ndwenham,  member 
for  the  county  of  Dublin,  that  the 
term  of  lix  months  be  lubfiituted 
ioltead  of  that  of  fifteen,  the  ufual 
duration  of  the  vote  of  fupply. 
Early  in  December  the  quedion 
of  a  rax  upon  ablcntccs  was  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Molyneux,  about 
the  fame  time  with  a  motion  for  a 
cenfurc  of  the  houie  of  commons 
upon  the  mcafurc  of  railing  the 
fencible  regiments.  But  all  thefe 


quefiions  were  defeated  by  the 
friends  of  government.  A  bill  of 
indemnity,  in  favour  of  thofe  per- 
ibns  who  had  lufpended  the  laws  re- 
fpedting  the  exportation  of  corn, 
which  was  originally  brought  for¬ 
ward  under  their  aufpices,  expe¬ 
rienced,  in  confequence  of  lame 
impropriety  in  its  form,  the  fame 
fate.  In  the  mean  time  an  aug> 
mentation  was  voted  to  the  faiaries 
of  the  lord  lieutenant  and  his  lu¬ 
cre  tary  ;  and  a  refolution  propos¬ 
ed  by  lord  vifeount  Mo  u  rumor  res, 
“  That,  in  the  prefent  date  of  the 
kingdom,  it  was  expedient  that  there 
fliould  be  a  feffion  of  parliament 
held  every  year,”  received  the 
fan  Hi  on  of  the  houie  of  lords. 

While  thefe  queftions  were  the 
fubjeH  of  debate  in  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  the  delegates  of  the 
volunteer  army  of  Ireland  met  in. 
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national  convention  on  the  tenth 
of  November,  purfuant  to  the  re¬ 
folution  that  had  been  taken  at 
Dungannon.  Their  fird  meafure 

CJ 

was  to  ■  elect  the  earl  of  Charle- 
mont  prelident  of  their  aifembly. 
On  the  day  following  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  on  the  motion  of  the  earl 
of  Bridol,  to  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  for  the  purpofe  of  pre¬ 
paring  a  fpecific  plan  of  parliament 
tary  reform.  By  this  committee  ar 
number  of  refolurions  were  diged- 
ed,  which  were  Separately  fubmitted 
to  the  convention  at  large  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  November.  The 
object  propofed  in  thefe  refolutions 
was  in  lubdance,  u  That  eycry 
protedant,  in  any  city  or  bo  rough, 
pofiefied  of  a  freehold  of  2 1 .  per 
annum,  fliould  be  entitled.  to  vote 
in  the  election  of  members  for  that 
city  or  borough.  Thar  every  pro-, 
reliant,  pofleUbd  of  a  leafeLxokl.in- 
t  ere  it,  which,  at  its  original  crea¬ 
tion,  was  for  thirty-one  years,  or 
upwards,  and  of  which  fifteen  years 
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were  unexpired,  fhould  have  the 
fame  privilege.  That  no  perfon 
fhould  be  permitted  to  vote  at  the 
election  of  any  reprefentative,  un- 
lefs  he  were  refident  in  the  county, 
city,  or  borough  to  be  reprefented, 
except  his  right  of  voting  were 
conftituted  by  a  property  of  20I. 
per  annum.  That  decayed  boroughs 
fhould  be  enabled  to  return  repre¬ 
sentatives  by  an  extenfion  of  fran- 
chife  to  the  neighbouring  parifh  or 
parifhes.  That  all  boroughs  fhould 
be  deemed  to  be  decayed  which  did 
not  contain  a  number  of  debtors, 
exclufive  of  thofe  who  were  en¬ 
titled  to  fuffrage  by  the  circum- 
Itance  of  being  houfekeepers,  of 
not  lefs  than  two  hundred  for  the 
province  of  Ullter,  one  hundred 
for  the  provinces  of  Munfler  and 
Connaught,  and  fe verity  for  the 
province  of  Leiniter.  That  the 
file  rift  fhould  take  the  fu  hr  ages  of 
the  debtors,  by  deputy,  on  the 
fame  day,  at  their  refpebtive  places 
of  rehdence.  That  all  fuftrages 
fhould  be  given  viva  voce,  and  not 
by  ballot.  That  no  perfon  fhould 
be  permitted  to  vote,  who  had  not 
regiitered  his  qualification  twelve 
months  previous  to  the  day  of  elec¬ 
tion.  That  every  perfon  accept¬ 
ing  a  pen  lion,  othcnvife  than  tor 
life,  or  a  term  of  twenty- one  years, 
fhould  be  deemed  incapable  of  fit¬ 
ting  in  parliament.  That  every 
perfon  accepting  a  penlion  ©f  this 
laft  fort,  or  any  place  of  profit 
under  the  crown,  fhould  thereby 
vacate  his  feat  in  parliament.  That 
every  member  of  parliament  fhould 
take  and  fubferibe  an  oath,  declar¬ 
ing,  that  he  had  neither  direbfly 
nor  indirectly  given  entertainment, 
provisions,  employment,  or  money, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  fuf¬ 
frage  of  any  elector  ;  and  that  he 
would  not  fuffer  any  perfon  of  his 
relations,  or  on  his  account  to  ae- 
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cept  of  any  employment,  penfiori, 
or  fum  of  money,  from  the  crown, 
fo  long  as  he  continued  to  ferve  in 
parliament.  Finally,  that  the  du¬ 
ration  of  parliament' fhould  hot  ex¬ 
ceed  the  term  of  three  years. 
Thefe  refolutions  appeared  to  meet 
the  fenfe  of  the  convention  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  were  voted  with  great 
unanimity.  The  trifling  opposition 
that  was  raifed,  was  directed,  not 
againft  the  principles  of  the  fyftem, 
but  againfl  a  few  of  its  particular 
provilions,  and  originated  chiefly 
with  lord  vifeount  Farnham. 

The  next  day,  in  purfuance  of  a 
notice  he  had  given  in  the  national 
convention,  Mr.  Henry  Flood  mov¬ 
ed  the  houfe  of  commons  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  parliament.  He  did  not  think 
it  neceffary,  in  this  ftage  of  the 
bufinefs,  to  enter  into  any  difeuf- 
lien  of  the  fubjebl  ;  and  his  motion 
was  feconded  by  Mr.  William 
Brown  low. 

The  debate  was  opened  by. Mr* 
Yelverton,  the  attorney  general. 
He  laid  that  the  queftion  did  not 
deferve  to  be  difculfcd,  but  that  it 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  an  infult 
on  the  houfe.  If  the  bill  originat- 
ed,  as  it  was  notorious  it  did,  with 
a  body  of  armed  men,  they  fhould 
decidedly  let  their  face  againft  the 
receiving  it.  They  did  not  fit  there 
to  receive  propolitions  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  He  entertained  an 
extreme  reverence  for  the  volun¬ 
teers,  who  had  conferred  the  moll 
effential  ferviccs  on  their  country. 
But,  when  they  formed  themfelves 
into  a  political  body,  to  difeufs  the 
modes  of  reforming  parliament, 
and  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  when  by  the  rude  employ¬ 
ment  of  arms  they  would  pi  obe  the 
wounds  of  the  conftitution,  he 
would  fet  himfelf  againfl  them  at 


once* 
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once.  The  question  was  now,  whe¬ 
ther  the  national  convention  or  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  were  to  legis¬ 
late  for  that  country.  What  was 
it  they  had  fo  lately  Seen  r  Armed 
men  drawn  up  in  files  iii  the  Streets, 
in  order  to  open  a  path  for  other 
armed  men,  repairing  in  faftidious 
parade  to  a  general  affembly,  and 
difplaying  all  the  oftentation  of  a 
real  parliament.  Would  they  Sub¬ 
mit  to  this  ?  Was  it  decent  for 
parliament  to  enter  into  a  fort  of 
compronfife  with  this  congrefs  ? 
Were  the  members  of  that  houle 
free  in  their  deliberations  while 
this  military  congrefs  was  fitting  ? 
No  ;  it  was  neceffary  they  Should 
fay  to  the  volunteers,  You  have 
obtained  constitution  and  commerce, 
and  now,  inflead  of  dictating  to 
the  legiflature  of  the  kingdom,  go 
to  your  own  homes,  change  your 
attire,  and  turn  your  fwords  into 
instruments  of  agriculture. 

Mr.  Flood  replied  to  Mr.  Yel- 
verton.  He  defircd  the  houfe  to 
bear  him  witnefs,  that  he  had  not 
been  the  perfon  to  introduce  the 
volunteers  into  this  debate.  He 
afked  them,  whether  they  would 
not  receive  the  bill  from  himfelt 
and  Mr.  Brownlow,  offering  it  in 
their  individual  capacity  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament  ?  He  had  not 
introduced  the  volunteers  ;  but  if 
they  were  afperfed,  he  would  de¬ 
fend  their  conduct  again  ft  all  the 
world.  They  were  told,  that  they 
were  in  the  recent  poifeHion  of  a 
free  conftitution,  and  that  they 
.  would  not  find  fault  with  that  con¬ 
ftitution.  And  by  whom  was  it 
that  thefc  benefits  were  obtained  ? 
By  the  volunteers.  Why  had  not 
Mr.  Yelverton  made  a  declamation 
againll;  them,  when  they  lined  their 
ftreets,  when  parliament  palled 
through  ranks  of  thofe  virtuous 
armed  citizens,  to  demand  the  rights 


of  an  infulted  nation  ?  Fie  had 
then  been  one  of  their  body,  but 
he  was  now  their  accufer.  Why 
had  not  their  aihftance  at  that  time 
been  rejected  ?  It  was  now  too 
late.  Would  they  tell  England, 
and  would  they  tell  all  the  world, 
that  every  thing  that  had  been 
done  for  that  country,  as  it  had 
proceeded  from  the  fame  channel, 
was  irregular  and  indefenfible  ?  If 
the  root  was  vitiated,  then  every 
thing  founded  on  it  mull  alfo  be 
vitiated.  The  argument  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  language  of  ab- 
furdity,  mixed  with  an  ingratitude, 
little  becoming  the  nation  at  any 
time,  and  leaft  of  all  at  this  parti¬ 
cular  period.  To  ftate  this  as  '  a 
motive  for  refilling  the  bill,  was  a 
mode  of  proceeding,  that  Showed 
the  rottennefs  of  the  caufe  it  was 
intended  to  Serve.  The  volunteers 
had  juftly  been  reprefented  as  an 
example  of  patriotism  and  modera¬ 
tion,  to  which  the  annals  of  the 
world  did  not  afford  a  parallel. 
Should  the  volunteers  and  the  par¬ 
liament  ever  be  involved  in  oppo¬ 
sition  fo  each  other,  little  thanks 
would  be  due  to  the  men,  who  now 
endeavoured  to  inflame  the  houfe 
of  commons  again!!  them.  If  the 
moderation  of  the  volunteers  were 
not  greater  than  the  wifdom  of 
their  accufers,  miserable,  indeed 
mull  be  the  confusion  that  would 
refult. 

Mr.  Grattan  declared  himfelf 
decidedly  the  friend  of  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform.  It  had  always 
been  his  favourite  object  to.  increafe 
by  this  means  the  power  of  the 
people.  He  was  glad  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  fubjeet,  let  it  come  from 
what  quarter  it  would  ;  nor  did  the 
circumftances  of  its  introduction 
Seem  to  him  to  give  it  a  question¬ 
able  Shape.  He  loved  to  blend  the 
idea  of  the  parliament  and  the  vo- 
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lunteets.  They  had  concurred  in 
eftablifhing  the  cojiftitution  in  the 
laft  parliament,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  complete  the  great  work  in 
the  prefent.  He  had  early  recom¬ 
mended  fo  aufpicious  an  union,  and 
it  fhould  be  the  ftudy  of  his  life  to 
preferve  it. 

Tire  motion  of  Mr.  Flood  was 
fupported  by  fir  Edward  Newen- 
ham,  fir  Henry  Hartflonge,  lord 
Kinglbo  rough,  fon  to  the  earl 
of  Kingfton,  Mr.  George  Ogle, 
Mr.  John  O’Neil,  Mr.  Dennis 
Browne,  and  Mr.  Hartley.  It  was 
oppofed  with  particular  warmth  by 
Mr.  Fitzgibbon  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Conolly,  who  were  aflifted  by  Mr. 
Gardiner  and  fir  Hercules  Lan- 
grifhe.  Mr.  Pelham,  fecretary  to 
the  lord  lieutenant,  voted  cn  the 
fame  fide.  The  houfe  divided,  at 
half  after  two  in  the  morning,  ayes 
77,  noes  157.  But  the  party  of 
adminifl ration  were  not  contented 
with  the  victory  they  had  obtained. 
They  were  delirous  of  fixing  a  con- 
clufive  ftigma  on  the  meafures  of 
the  national  convention.  Imme¬ 
diately  after  Mr.  Flood’s  motion 
had  been  rejected,  it  was  therefore 
moved  by  Mr.  Yelverton,  “That 
it  was  now  neceflary  to  declare  that 
the  houfe  would  fupport  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  parliament  againft 
all  encroachments.”  This  lefolution 
being  carried  by  a  great  majority, 
an  addrefs  was  moved  by  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Conolly  “  to  be  p relented  to 
the  king,  expreffive  of  the  bleffings 
they  enjoyed  under  his  aufpices, 
and  alluring  him  that  they  were 
determined  to  fupport  inviolate  the 
prelent  conllitution  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes.”  The  addrefs  was 
ordered  to  be  carried  up  to  the  houfe 
of  lords  for  their  concurrence,  which 
it  received  on  the  fir  if  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  A  p  rot  ell  was  entered  upon 
the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  peers 


againft  this  addrefs  bv  the  earls  of 
Charlemont  and  A  Id  borough,  and 
lords  vilcount  Powerfcourt  and 
Mountmorres. 

Mr.  Flood  reported,  on  the  firft 
of  December,  to  the  convention  of 
delegates  the  pond  lift  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  ;  when  they  came  to  a  re- 
folution  forcarryingon  individually 
fuch  i  ti  v  eft  i  gat  ions  as  might  be  necef- 
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fary  to  complete  the  plan  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform.  On  the  next  day,  an 
addrefs  to  the  lovereign  was  moved 
by  Mr,  Flood,,  “  in  the  name  of  the 
delegates  of  all  the  volunteers  of 
Ireland,  expreffive  of  their  loyalty  ; 
claiming  the  merits  of  their  paft  ex¬ 
ertions  ;  and  imploring  the  king  that 
their  humble  willi  to  have  certain 
manifeft  perveriions  of  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  rep  refen  tation  of  that  king¬ 
dom  remedied  by  the  legislature  in 
fome  res  fon  able  degree,  might  not 
be  imputed  to  any  fpirit  of  inno¬ 
vation  ;  but  to  a  fober  and  laudable 
defire  to  uphold  the  coiiftitution, 
to  confirm  the  fatisfaction  of  their 
fellow-fubjeCfs,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
cordial  union  of  both  kingdoms.” 
The  addrefs  was  accepted,  and 
the  convention  adjourned  fine  die. 

The  parliament  of  Ireland  ad¬ 
journed  for  the  Chriftmas  recefs  on 
the  twenty-fecond  of  December ; 
but  not  before  the  news  had  reach¬ 
ed  them  of  the  change  of  miniftrv 
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in  England,  and  the  difmilfion  of 
the  friends  of  the  duke  of  Portland. 
This  revolution  appears  to  have 
been  beheld  with  great  complacency 
by  the  friends  of  liberty  in  Ire¬ 
land.  They  rejoiced  in  the  dif- 
grace  of  a  let  of  men,  partly  made 
up  of  thofe  who  had  been  1110ft 
willing  to  delay  all  conceflions  to 
the  lifter  kingdom,  and  partly  of 
men  whom  they  reprefented  as  hav¬ 
ing  courted  popularity  without 
principle,  in  the  firll  place,  in  or¬ 
der  finally  to  facrifice  the  interefts 
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of  fuch  as  they  deluded  to  confide 
in  them.  In  the  mean  time  they 
augured  well  refpetling  the  fuccefs 
of  their  own  claims,  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  mlnifters,  who  had  been 
moil  eager  and  loud  in  all  the  pre¬ 
liminaries  to  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form  in  Great  Britain. 

But  if  the  favourable  profpecl 
which  opened  upon  them  on  the 
fide  of  England  tended  to  infpire 
them  with  a  ferene  and  tranquil 
confidence,  it  did  not  however 
lull  them  into  inadtion  and  repofe. 
No  fewer  than  thirty  petitiors,  in 
favour  of  the  projeHed  reform, 
were  prepared  during  this  interval, 
and  prefented  upon  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  which  reaffembled  on 
the  eighteenth  of  February,  1784. 
In  the  mean  time  the  court  of 
London  had  proceeded  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  duke  of  Rutland 
to  be  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
with  Mr.  Thomas  Orde  for  his 
chief  fecretary ;  and  that  noble¬ 
man  arrived  in  Dublin  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  the  fame 
month. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  March,  Mr. 
Flood,  who  a  little  before  had  taken 
his  feat  in  the  Englifh  parliament, 
and  was  now  returned  from  Great 
Britain,  renewed  his  motion,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  redlifv 
certain  defedls  in  the  reprefentation 
of  the  people.  He  obferved,  that 
when  the  meafure  had  lately  been 
propofed,  it  had  been  the  pleafure 
of  the  houfe  to  put  a  negative  upon 
it  by  anticipation,  and  to  declare 
they  would  not  fuffer  the  bill  even 
to  be  brought  in.  The  fubjeft  had 
been  fent  back  to  the  people  ;  and 
the  accurate  difcuffion  which  it  had 
confequently  encountered,  Could 
only  be  equalled  by  the  ardour 
with  which 'it  was  adopted.  He 
was  particularly  anxious  to  remove 
the  objection  of  innovation.  He 
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afked,  whether  it  was  poftible,  that 
it  could  have  been  the  original  con- 
ftitution  of  the  country,  that  indi¬ 
viduals  fhould  be  permitted  to  lend 
into  the  houfe  two,  four,  and  fix 
members  cf  parliament.  If  the 
conftituliori  had  been  perverted, 
the  argument  of  innovation  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  enemies,  and  not  to  the 
friends  of  reform.  He  reafoned  in 
favour  of  the  idea  from  the  circurm 
fiance  of  the  two  great  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  in  England, 
at  the  head  of  two  powerful  con¬ 
tending  interefls,  being  agreed  in 
the  neceliity  of  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form.  Thefe  men  Would  not  have 
been  found  uniting  in  fitch  fen ti- 
meats,  if  they  had  not  perceived  the 
inclinations  of  the  people  evidently 
fixed  on  a  meafure  of  this  fort.  He 
declared  that  when  the  fubjedt  had 
fir  ft  been  fuggefted  to  him,  he  had 
felt  at  once  all  the  obftacles  it  had 
to  encounter,  and  that  it  could 
never  be  effected  but  by  the  inter- 
pofition  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
nation.  He  had  accordingly  re¬ 
ceived  the  proportion  with  he  imi¬ 
tation  and  cooinefs.  The  people 
had  believed  him  at  beft  a  lukewarm 
friend,  and  fome,  very  poffibly,  a 
fecret  enemy  to  the  meafure.  But 
when  he  faw  the  country  united  in 
its  favour,  when  he  faw  a  certain 
defeription  of  men  exerting  them- 
felves  in  fupport  of  it,  whom  he 
fhould  ever  efteem,  and  who  could 
not  with  decency  be  difparaged  in 
Ireland,  fo  long  as  that  houfe  con¬ 
tinued  the  feat  of  legiflation,  it  was 
not  poffible  for  him  any  longer  to 
withhold  his  fupport. 

Mr.  Brown  low  appeared  defir- 
ous  of  conciliating  the  favour  of 
the  new  adminiftration  by  the  com¬ 
pliments  he  be  flowed  upon  them. 
He  faidthey  had  manifefted  a  great¬ 
er  difpoiition  to  meet  the  vvifhes  of 
the  people  than  had  ever  before 
D  been 


BRITISH  AND 


5* 


been  experienced  in  that  country. 
The  preient  chief  governor  had  a 
large  {hare  of  popularity.  The 
voice  of  the  people  was  with  him 
and  his  connexions,  and  he  could 
affirm  that  it  would  be  his  own 
fault,  or  the  fault  of  his  adyifers, 
if  ever  he  forfeited  it.  He  had 
therefore  ew  ry  reafon  to  expect 
their  fupport  to  a  meafure  which 
the  fir  ft  mmifter  in  England,  and  the 
firft  miniller  in  Ireland,  had  both 
of  them  been  active  to  countenance 
in  their  own  country.  Sir  Ed 
ward  Newenharn  perfectly  coincid¬ 
ed  with  the  fentiments  of  Mr. 
Brownlow.  He  remarked  that  the 
vices  of  the  exifling  reprefentation 
were  too  notorious  for  any  one  to 
dare  to  deny  them  ;  and  he  called 
upon  parliament  to  exert  themfelves 
to  detfroy  them,  at  a  time  when  go¬ 
vernment  was  decidedly  in  their 
favour,  when  a  Pitt  was  at  the 
head  of  adminiftration,  and  a  Man¬ 
ners  was  their  viceroy. 

Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  whom  it  had 
been  one  of  the  l  a  ft  meafures  of 
the  adminiftration  of  lord  Nor- 
thington  to  appoint  to  the  poft  of 
attorney  general,  when  Mr.  Yei- 
verton  was  promoted  to  that  of 
lord  chief  baron  of  the  court  of 
exchequer,  declared,  that  when  the 
mover  and  feconder  of  the  propo¬ 
rtion  appeared  in  the  character  in 
which  he  had  long  known  and  re- 
fpebted  them,  no  man  would  be 
more  willing  to  give  their  fyftem  a 
fair  difeuffion  than  himfelf.  The 
affair  now  came  before  parliament 
in  a  fair  and  legal  mode,  by  the 
petitions  of  the  people  in  their  ca¬ 
pacity  of  freeholders,  and  he  con¬ 
ceived  fo  much  refpedt  was  due  to 
them,  as  to  give  every  degree  «f 
attention  to  their  requeft  ;  though 
he  would  not  pledge  himfelf,  if  the 
bill  fhould  be  rejected,  that  he 
might  not  on  a  future  day  move  to 


expunge  every  memorial  of  it  from 
the  journals  of  the  houfe.  Mr. 
Monck  Mafon  reafoned  againft  the 
principle  of  >he  bill  from  the  fact 
which  he  afTerted,  that  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  the  number  of  elebtors  was 
greater  in  that  kingdom  than  it  had 
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been  in  the  reign  of  James  the 
Firft,  when  the  reprefentation  of 
Ireland  was  originally  eftablifhed. 
He  took  upon  himfelf  to  maintain, 
that  the  confequences  of  the  re¬ 
form  would  be  diametrically  oppo- 
fite  to  thofe  which  were  expeeded 
from  it.  He  called  upon  the  houfe 
to  remember  that  the  moft  eminent 
characters  of  Great  Britain,  that 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke, 
had  not  been  introduced  into  par¬ 
liament  by  the  election  of  cities  or 
counties ;  and  that  they  would 
never  have  found  their  way  into 
that  aflembly,  if  a  door  had  not 
been  opened  to  them  by  thofe  rotten 
boroughs,  the  exiftence  of  which 
was  now  fo  vehemently  deprecated. 
Had  it  not  been  by  this  means  that 
Ireland  had  obtained  the  ferVices 
of  Mr.  Grattan,  to  whom  fhe  owed 
her  independence,  and  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  an  open  trade  and  a 
free  conftitution  ?  Were  this  fan- 
taftic  fyftem  of  reform  introduced, 
the  country  would  indeed  be  re- 
prefented  by  men  of  wealth  and 
family  intereft,  but  it  would  be 
from  that  moment  deprived  of  the 
fervice  of  abilities,  of  induftry,  of 
genius  and  honeft  ambition.  The 
bill  was  fuffered  to  be  brought  to  a 
fecond  reading,  which  took  place 
on  the  twentieth  of  March,  when 
it  was  rejected  on  a  divifton,  ayes 
85,  noes  159. 

It  appears  to  have  been  the  de~ 
fign  of  the  late  adminiftration  of 
Ireland,  to  have  brought  forward 
certain  queftions  in  parliament,  the 
objebt  of  which  fhould  be  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  fyftem  of  ceconomy, 

par- 
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particularly  in  the  collection  of  the 
national  revenues.  Mr.  Pelham, 
the  Secretary  of  lord  Northington, 
had  pledged  himfelf  that  a  fcheme 
was  in  contemplation  ;  and  it  was 
generally  underftood  that  it  would 
be  brought  forward  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  Mr.  Grattan.  The  revo¬ 
lution  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  deprived  the 
fyftem  of  the  patronage  and  fup- 
port  of  the  fet  of  men  who  were 
then  in  power.  Meanwhile  Mr. 
Grattan,  on  the  fifteenth'  of  March* 
brought  forward  certain  propofi- 
tions  relative  to  the  fubjeCt,  in  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
which  had  been  voted  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  The  fubftance  of  thefe  refo- 
lutions  was,  u  that  no  additional 
falaries  fhould  be  granted ;  that 
there  flrould,  on  the  firft  day  of 
every  feffion,  be  prefented  to  the 
houfe  a  lift  of  all  officers,  penfions 
and  falaries  under  the  head  of  re¬ 
venue  ;  that  the  penfions  and  fa¬ 
laries  already  granted  flrould  ceafe 
upon  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  they  were  given ;  that  the 
collectors  fhould  refi.de  in  their  re- 
fpe&ive  diftn&s  ;  that  the  furvey- 
ors  general  flrould  not  receive  an 
indefinite  fum,  and  that  they  flrould 
be  paid  by  a  fair  valuation  of  the 
time  they  employed  ;  that  penfioris 
fhould  be  regulated  upon  the  old 
foot,  of  forty-nine  years  previous 
4ervi.ce ;  and  that  the  officers  of 
the  revenue  fhould  rife  by  grada¬ 
tion.  ”  The  principal  faCl  by  which 
Mr.  Grattan  fupported  his  fyjftem, 
was,  that  in  the  year  1758,  the 
ea  pence  incurred  in  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  was  8ijOOol.  and 
that  in  the  year  1783  it  amounted 
to  the  fum  of  184,000b  He  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  produce  of  the 
revenue  had  greatly  iricreafed  in 
that  term  ;  but  he  did  not  admit 
this  to  be  a  reafon  for  any  fort  of 
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increafe  in  the  expence  of  tire  col 
leCtion.  If  the  number  of  officers 
had  increafed,  the  addition  had 
been  UnnecefTary  ;  and  with  refpeCt 
to  trouble,  it  was  as  eafy  for  one 
man  to  colleCt  two  fliillirigs  as  to 
colleCt  one.  In  17  eg  the  revenue 
had  been  collected  for  a  premium! 
of  13!.  per  cent,  and  in  1783  the 
premium  amounted  to  iol.  per 
cent.  The  collection  might  in  rea¬ 
lity  be  made  with  a  drawback  of 
Only  iol.  or  even  8h  per  cents 
Mr.  Grattan  went  on  to  inftance  a 
variety  of  officers  2nd  expenses 
that  were  urineceftary,  and  ought 
to  be  aboliflied. 

Thfe  firft  fefolutiori  of  Mi*.  Grat¬ 
tan  Was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Beresford 
and  Mr.  Monck  Mafoft,  edmmif- 
fioners  of  the  Irifh  cu Corns,  and 
Mr<  Fitzgibboh,  attorney  general* 
It  was  laid  that  the  nlotlon  itiuil  be 
regarded  as  an  attack  upon  the  pre¬ 
rogative  of  the  crown  ;  and  that 
fuch  an  attack  was  in  the  laft  de¬ 
gree  abfurd,  when  it  had  been  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  Mr.  Grattan  him-* 
felf,  that  his  propofal  had  not  been 
dictated  by  ariy  paft  abufe  of  the 
prerogative,  but  was  merely  in¬ 
tended  to  prevent  the  mifmanage- 
ltient  that  might  take  place  in  fu¬ 
ture.  The  relolittion  which  was 
combated  was  negatived  without  a 
divifion,  and  the  other  motions 
were  leparately  put  and  received 
the  unanimous  approbation  of  the 
houfe.  All  further  prog-refs  in  di- 
go  fling  and  giving  the  fanCtion  of 
the  legiflature  to  this  rheafure  was, 
we  believe,  fufpended,  during  the 
feifiori,  by  the  tumults  and  the 
warmer  and  more  temporary  quef- 
tio'ns  that  foon  after  broke  out  in 
the  kingdom,  and  engrofied  the  at¬ 
tention  and  difeuffions  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

It  had  long  been  notorious,  that 
the  free  tradej  which  had  beeii 
V  £  gained 
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gained  to  the  Irifh  nation,  had  not 
been  attended  with  all  thofe  advan¬ 
tages  which  its  fanguine  friends 
had  been  induced  to  expeCl.  The 
manufacturers  and  the  lower  claffes 
of  the  community  were  Hill  expof- 
ed  to  the  utmod  didrefs ;  and  the 
attention  of  the  country  at  length 
begm.  to  be  generally  turned  to 
thofe  obvious  truths ;  that  all  trade, 
to  be  profperous  abroad,  mull  lay 
the  foundation  of  its  luccefs  at 
home  ;  that  the  broaded  and  moil 
extenfive  commerce  mull  have  be¬ 
gun  with  a  finall  vent  and  a  limited 
confumption ;  and  that,  if  manu¬ 
factures  expefied  ultimately  to 
grow  into  requeft  in  didant  parts 
of  the  world,  they  muft  at  all 
events  be  originally  eftabliflied  by 
the  reputation  they  bore,  and  the 
demand  they  occafioned  in  their 
native  country.  The  general  voice 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  called  for 
protecting  duties,  duties,  that  fliould 
bear  heavy  on  the  limilar  produc¬ 
tions  of  other  countries,  and  fliould 
in  a  manner  compel,  by  the  price 
they  bore,  the  inhabitants  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  confume  the  produce  of  na¬ 
tive  ingenuity  and  indudry.  It 
was  not  to  be  iuppofed,  that  a  plan 
of  this  fort  could  be  very  palatable 
to  the  government  of  England. 

So  early  as  the  twenty-firft  of  Oc- 
*  .  *  . 

tober  1783,  a  committee  was  moved 
for  by  Mr.  Gardiner,  reprefentative 
for  the  county  of  Dublin,  to  take 
into  con  liberation  the  (late  of  the 
manufactures  of  that  kingdom.  On 
the  twentieth  of  November,  a  day, 
on  which  a  quell  ion  was  moved  re¬ 
lative  to  the  fubject,  the  avenues 
to  the  houfe,  where  the  parliament 
affembled,  were  crowded  with  a 
number  of  diftreffed  manufacturers. 
Indeed  the  urgency  of  the  cafe  was 
now  fo  extreme  as  fcarcely  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  moment^  delay  ;  and  the 
condition  of  the  indigent  workmen 


was  fuch,  as  in  a  manner  to  fuper-  . 
fede  all  laws,  and  to  reduce  the 
police  of  the  city  of  Dublin  to  a 
Hate  of  confulion  and  anarchy. 
The  unfrequented  dreets  were  full 
of  afiaffination  and  robbery  ;  nor 
would  the  mifery  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  probably  have  (topped  at  thefe 
partial  excelfes,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  exertions  of  l'pirited  and 
opulent  individuals,  who  entered 
into  an  affociation  for  their  relief. 
The  duke  of  Leinder,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  this  projeCt,  fold  aeon- 
fiderable  part  of  his  plate  to  in- 
creafe  the  fund  of  thole  who  were 
perifhing  with  cold  and  hunger. 
The  duke  of  Rutland,  upon  his 
arrival  in  the  kingdom,  didributed 
the  fum  of  one  thoufand  guineas. 
In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Gardiner, 
who  had  undertaken  to  be  the  cham¬ 
pion  of  the  manufacturers,  em¬ 
braced  the  opportunity  of  the 
Chriftmas  recefs  to  repair  to  Eng¬ 
land,  to  confer  with  the  fo ve reig'h 
and  the  Englifh  miniders  on  this 
important  fubjeCt.  His  conferences 
were  not  attended  with  all  thofe 
falutary  eiFeCts  he  had  hoped  to  de¬ 
rive  from  them. 

On  the  thirty -fir (I  of  March,  the 
day  appointed  for  taking  into  coniD 
deration  the  report  of  the  committee, 
Mr.  Gardiner  propofed  that  the 
houfe  fliould  enter  into  three  pre¬ 
liminary  refolutions  :  u  Fird,  That 
many  of  the  trading  people  in  the 
kingdom  were  in  the  greated  cala¬ 
mity  and  didrefs  :  Secondly,  That 
the  importation  of  foreign  articles 
had  condderably  increafed  for  a 
feries  of  years,  and  continued  to 
increafe  :  Thirdly,  That  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  parliament  to  interfere, 
and  alleviate  the  didrefics  of  the 
people.  ” 

In  the  courfe  of  what  Mr.  Gar¬ 
diner  offered  in  fupport  of  thefe  re¬ 
folutions,  he  earnedly  deprecated 

its 
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its  being  imputed  to  him  that  fo 
late  a  day  had  been  chofen  to  en,ter 
upon  this  momentous  bufinefs.  He 
had  wiflied  for  a  much  earlier  pe¬ 
riod  ;  but  he  had  fubmitted  to  the 
will  of  the  boufe.  He  was  far 
from  intending'  to  interrupt  the 
cordiality  that  ought  to  fubfill  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries.  His  de¬ 
sign  wras  not  to  embarrafs  the  ex- 
tiling  admmiftration  ;  fucb  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  his  practice.  He  had 
conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  fup- 
port  government,  as  far  as  it  was 
conliftent  with  the  interefls  of  his 
country,  and  the  lights  of  con- 
fcience.  His  objeCt  was  to  furnifh 
materials  to  men  more  able  than 
himfelf,  and  to  bring  under  the  ob¬ 
servation  of  government  objects  of 
a  general  utility. 

He  contrafted  the  condition  of 
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the  people  of  Ireland  with  that  of 
the  people  of  England.  He  alked 
whgt  was  the  reafon  of  fo  vail  a  dif¬ 
ference  ?  Were  Irifhmen  lefs  cap¬ 
able  by  nature  of  earning  a  liveli¬ 
hood  than  their  neighbours  ?  Was 
there  any  difad  vantage  in  the  na- 
ture  of  their  climate,  or  was  the  li- 
tuation  of  their  country,  a  iituation 
adapted  to  render  them  the  general 
mart  of  Europe,  fuch  as  to  prevent 
their  profperity  ?  No  people  were 
more  laborious,  more  ingenious  or 
active.  There  was  not  any  branch 
of  manufacture  in  which  they  were 
encouraged,  which  they  had  not 
carried  to  a  high  degree  of  perfec¬ 
tion.'  If  then  the  evil  did  not  arife 
from  any  of  thefe  cauies,  to  what 
was  it  to  be  attributed  but  to  the 
vaft  importation  of  foreign  articles, 
by  which  a  home  confumption  was 
denied,  and  their  manufactures 
nipped  in  the  bud  ?  Now  what 
Were  the  remedies  they  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  provide  ?  A  non-import- 
taion  agreement,  which,  while  it 
Rafted,  had  feme  eiFedt,  but  which 
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was  but  temporary,  and  he  feared 
had  eltablifiied  a  permanent  evil. 
Another  expedient  had  been  the 
opening  the  export  trade.  For 
himfelf  he  fliould  never  arraign 
that  meafure.  It  had  been  con- 
du died  by  perfons  he  fhould  ever 
revere,  and  of  the  principles  of 
whom  he  could  never  think  with¬ 
out  an  emotion  he  was  unable  to 
exprefs.  But  he  mult  declare  his 
opinion,  that  to  lecure  to  Ire¬ 
land  an  export  trade,  was  to  be¬ 
gin  at  the  wrong  end,  and  that  a 
privilege  of  this  fort,  without  a 
home  confumption,  could  never  be 
productive  of  any  advantage. 

Convinced,  therefore,  that  the 
remedies  which  had  already  been 
applied  were  ineffectual,  Mr.  Gar¬ 
diner  called  upon  the  houfe  to  copy 
the  conduCt  of  England,  of  France,, 
and  other  commercial  countries  by 
protecting  their  manufactures  at 
home.  Before  England  protected 
her  manufactures,  the  balance  of 
trade  had  been  againft  her  ;  but 
fince  that  time  it  had  been  fo  much 
in  her  favour,  that  they  now  faw 
her  great,  feared  and  refpeCted,  at 
the  end  of  an  unfortunate  war,  and 
with  a  debt  of  240,000,0001.  to 
fupport,  a  grandeur  at  which  no 
nation  but  the  Romans  had  ever  ar¬ 
rived.  Mr.  Gardiner  argued  in 
favour  of  the  protecting  duties, 
from  thefaCt,  that  in  the  year  1677, 
the  quantity  of  woolens  exported 
from  Ireland,  after  fupplying  in 
full  the  home  confumption,  amount¬ 
ed  to  70,000!  ;  that  the  balance  of 
trade  in  favour  of  Ireland  had  been 
400, cool,  and  that  the  decline  of 
her  national  profperity  was  to  be 
dated  from  the  unjult  reltriCtion  of 
1 608.  He  added,  that  though  he 
confined  himfelf  at  prefent  to  the 
woolen  manufacture,  "his  fyfrem  was 
more  exteniivc*  It  reached  to  pa¬ 
per,  to  iron,  and  a  variety  of  other 
D  3  article 
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articles,  which  he  intended  fuccef- 
fively  to  fubmit  to  the  confideration 
of  the  houfe. 

My.  Gardiner  was  fupported  by 
fir  Edward  Newenham,  ‘Mr,  Hart- 
ly,  and  Mr.  Warren,  who  had  late¬ 
ly  fucceeded  fir  Samuel  Bradftreet 
as  reprefentative  for  the  city  ol 
Dublin*  It  was  obferved  by  this 
gentleman,  that  his  office  of  fheriff 
particularly  enabled  him  to  afcer- 
tain  the  extreme  mifery  of  the  la¬ 
bouring  arrifans.  That  he  had 
fometimes  feen  in  the  moll  incle¬ 
ment  feafon  of  the  year  nine  or  ten 
naked  perfons  fiieltering  themfelves 
in  rooflefs  out-houfes,  or  flirinking 
into  the  corner  of  a  damp  cellar, 
without  the  comfort  of  a  fire  to  re- 
frefh  their  languifhing  bodies.  The 
qilefiion  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Fofter, 
Mr.  Robert  Langrifhe,  and  Sir  Lu¬ 
cius  O’Brien.  They  maintained,  that 
the  confequence  of  protecting  du¬ 
ties  would  be  like  that  of  the  non¬ 
importation  agreement ;  that  cloth 
would  be  manufactured  of  the  worff 
quality,  and  vended  at  the  moil 
extravagant  price.  The  meafure 
would  ruin  their  bnen  trade  to 
Great  Britain,  the  value  or  which 
was  i  , 500,000b  in  order  to  cherifh 
a  woolen  trade  which  aid  not  ex¬ 
ceed  50,0001.  Indeed  nothing  was 
more  ridiculous  than  to  talk  of  pro¬ 
hibiting  duties,  at  the  very  time  that, 
if  the  minds  of  men  had  not  been  de¬ 
luded  from  their  looms  to  the  po¬ 
litics  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  they 
would  not  have  had  a  pound  of  na¬ 
tive  wool  to  employ  in  their  manu¬ 
factures.  In  purfuance  of  thefe 
ideas,  if  was  moved  by  Mr.  Fofier, 
that  the  houfe  immediately  refolve 
jtfi  lf  into  a  committee  of  ways  and 
fneans  to  take  'the'  report  of  the 
committee  of  manufactures  into 
confideration.  The  queftipn  hav¬ 
ing  been  put  on  Mr.  Foffer’s  moti¬ 
on,  the  numbers  appeared,  ayes 
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no,  noes  36.  This  quefiion  har« 
ing  been  gained  by  the  friends  of 
adminiftration,  Mr.  Gardiner  laid 
he  would  not  trouble  the  committee 
with  the  refolutions  #e  had  offered 
to  the  houfe,  but  would  fubmit  to 
to  them  a  motion  more  adapted  to 
their  defignation.  He  accordingly 
moved,  that  a  duty  of  two  {hillings 
and  fix  pence  per  yard,  be  impofed 
on  all  drapery  imported  into  that 
kingdom.  The  refolution  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  very  great  majority. 

If  the  populace  of  Dublin  were 
guilty  of  partial  exceffes  and  out¬ 
rages  during  the  period  in  which 
this  favourite  fyitem  had  been  in 
contemplation,  it  muff  be  eafy  to 
imagine  how  great  was  their  rage 
and  how  fevere  their  difappoint- 
mcnt  when  all  their  hopes  were  fud- 
denly  blaffed  in  the  rejection  of  Mr* 
Gardiner’s  refolutions.  Perhaps  an 
example  can  fcarcely  be  cited  in 
which  the  popularity  of  a  new  ad-  , 
mi  niff  ration  had  fo  foon  run  its  ca¬ 
reer  as  in  the  prefent  inftance.  The 
duke  ®f  Rutland  landed  in  Dublin 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February 
amid#  the  acclamations  and  applaufe 
of  every  defcription  of  men.  In 
the  fhort  interval  between  that  pe¬ 
riod  and  the  thirty-fir#  of  March, 
Mr.  Flood’s  bill  of  parliamentary 
reform  hadbeen  reieCted,  Mr.  Grat¬ 
tan  ?s  proposal  of  ceconomical  regu¬ 
lation  had  been  defeated,  and  final¬ 
ly  the  commercial  fyffem  of  Mr. 
Gardiner  had  been  repulfed  with 
ignominy  and  contempt.  Thefe 
proceedings  were  calculated  to  alie¬ 
nate  perfons  of  every  clafs  who  at¬ 
tached  themfelves  to  the  immu¬ 
nities  and  prosperity  of  Ireland. 
But  the  diftrefs  of  the  manufactur¬ 
ers  was  more  immediate  and  tin* 
temporifing.  On  the  Monday  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  fifth  day  of  April,  a 
troop  of  riotous  perfons  forced  their 
way  into  the  gallery  and  the  body 
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pf  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  de¬ 
meaned  themfelves  in  a  ftyle  of  the 
greateft  violence  and  infult,  re¬ 
proaching  the  members  with  hav¬ 
ing  fold  themfelves  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  calling  upon  them  to  dis¬ 
tribute  among  the  wretched  manu¬ 
facturers  a  part  of  the  hire  of  their 
iniquity.  The  riot  however  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  fpeedily  quelled, 
and  two  of  the  principals  in  the 
violence  were  taken  into  cuitody 
and  committed  to  Newgate. 

Mr.  Fotter  had  been  one  of  the 
objeCts  againft  which  their  refent- 
ment  had  been  pointed,  and  upon 
this  occafion  he  became  a  decifive 
leader  in  the  reprifals  and  peremp¬ 
tory  meafures  that  it  was  thought 
proper  to  adopt.  Refolutions  were 
formed,  confuting  <£  Mr.  1  homas 
Green  the  lord  mayor,  for  not  hav¬ 
ing  taken  any  ftep  to  prevent  the 
tumults,  though  he  had  received 
fufficient  notice  for  that  purpofe, 
and  for  not  aCting  with  the  caution 
and  prudence  that  became  a  chief 
magiftrate.”  At  the  fame  time  Mr. 
Fofter  fixed  his  attention  on  the  li- 
centioufnefs  of  the  Dublin  news 
papers,  and  fucceifively  moved  that 
the  printers,  proprietors,  and  pu- 
blifhers  fliould  be  taken  into  cufto- 
dy.  In  the  mean  time  the  Spirit  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  was  kept 
afloat  by  the  circumftance  of  a  Mr. 
Robinfon,  a  juftice  of  peace  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  repeatedly  letting  at 
liberty  fuch  perfons,  who  were  mo- 
lefled  for  their  concern  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  news-papers,  as  were 
brought  before  him.  Thefe  were  the 
proceedings  of  the  fixth,  and  the 
fieventh  days  of  April. 

It  was  on  the  la  ft  of  thefe  days 
that  Mr.  Fofter  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  his  celebrated  bill,  u  for 
fecuring  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  by* 
preventing  the  publication'  of  li¬ 
bels. ,s  The  proviftons  of  the  bill 


were  in  fubftaiice,  lc  that  the  real 
printer  and  proprietor  of  every 
news-paper  fliould  make  an  affidavit 
or  his  name  and  place  of  refidenefe 
to  be  lodged  in  the  ftamp-office,  the 
fame  to  be  conlidered  as  conclufive 
evidence  in  cafes  of  profecution  for 
libels;  that  the  printer  andproprietor 
fliould  enter  into  a  recognizance  of 
o  1.  to  anfwer  all  civil  Suits  that 
might  be  inftituted  againft  him  in 
that  character;  that  he  fliould  be 
reftrained  by  a  penalty'1  from  re¬ 
ceiving  money  under  pretence  of 
inferring  or  leaving  out  any  flan- 
derous  *  publications  ;  finally,  that 
the  hawker  of  any  unftamped,  in¬ 
flammatory,  or  libellous  paper, 
fliould  be  compelled  to  prove  from 
whom  he  received  it,  and  fhould  be 
fubj-edled  to  imprifonment  ipfo  faHo , 
under  a  warrant  of  a  juftice  of  the 
peace. 

The  arguments  by  which  the  bill 
was  fupported  were  the  extreme 
licentio'ufnefs  of  the  Itifli  prefs* 
which  was  faid  to  exceed  that  of 
any  either  country.  The  Volun¬ 
teer’s  Journal  was  particularly  ci¬ 
ted,  as  teeming  daily  with  exhort¬ 
ations  and  excitements  to  aflaffina- 
tion  It  was  remar  ed  by  Mr.  Fitz- 
gibbon,  that  whatever  might  for¬ 
merly  have  been  thought  refpeft* 
ing  the  impotence  and  inefficiency 
of  fuch  publications,  the  contrary 
now  appeared  in  the  moft  unques¬ 
tionable  manner.  There  were,  he 
faid,  perfons  in  pri  on,  from  whom 
government  had  received  intelli¬ 
gence  of  a  confpiracy  to  afTallinate 
no  lefs  than  feven  members  of  that 
houfe.  The  price  of  aftaffination 
was  fixed,  an.!  the  murderers  ac¬ 
tually  furnifhed  with  fire-arms  and 
bayonets.  He  had  the  honour  to 
be  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
marked  out  for  profcription.  And 
though  he  were  as  little  under  the 
influence  of  terror  as  any  man,  yet 
D  4.  his 
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bis  life  2nd  bis  fortune,  every  fa¬ 
culty  of  his  foul,  and  the  lad  guinea 
of  his  property,  fhould  be  employed 
to  extirpate  from  the  land  ayace  of 
nuicreants  by  which  indeed  it  had 
not  been  till  very  lately  difgraced.  It 
is  proper  we  fhould  add  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Ireland,  that  the  indiChnent 
preferred  in  confequence  of  thefe 
informations  againft  Mr,  Andrews, 
for  plotting  to  affaffinate  certain 
members  of  parliament,  was  thrown 
out  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Dublin,  and  a  profecutionfor 
perjury  commenced  againft:  the  in¬ 
formers,  The  bill  refpedting  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs  was  read  a  fir  ft 
time  on  the  eighth,  and  a  fecond  on 
the  tenth  of  April. 

On  occaiion  of  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing,  it  was  moved  by  fir  Edward 
Crcfton,  member  for  the  county  of 
J<  o 'common,  u  That  the  further  con- 
jideration  of  the  meafure  be  poft- 
penedtothe  firftof  AuguftT  In  this 
jnotion  he  was  fupportedby  Mr.  Ro¬ 
bert  Boyd,  Mr.  Brownlow,  Mr.  Huf- 
fey,  recorder  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  fir  Edward  Newenham.  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Newenham  particularly  blam¬ 
ed  Mr.  Fofter  for  perlifting  in  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  laft  importance,  when  the 
majority  of  the  members  were  gone 
into  the  country,  in  confidence  that 
nothing  of  moment  would  be  intro¬ 
duced,  He  called  upon  the  fecre- 
tary  to  the  lord  lieutenant  to  oppofe 
it,  and  fliow  that  a  Rutland  in  Eng¬ 
land,  was  a  Rutland  in  Ireland,  by 
a  confiftency  of  conduct  in  fupport 
of  the  wdfh.es  of  the  people.  Die 
warned  t  he  houfe,  by  adopting  the 
perfonal  re  fen  t  meat  of  individuals, 
againft  convulfing  the-nation  ;  for 
all  Ireland  would  be  againft  a  mea¬ 
fure,  which  llmck  at  the  remaining 
lihei  ties  of  that  country.  The  mea¬ 
fure  was  fupported  with  extreme 
eagernefs  by  Mr.  Fofter,  Mr.  Fitz- 
gibbon,  and  Mr.  John  Scott,  the 


prime  ferjeant.  It  was  alfo  openly 
countenanced  by  Mr.  Gardiner, 
Mr.  Monck  Mafbn,  and  fir  Henry 
Cavendifh.  The  queftion  being 
put  on  fir  Edward  Crofton’s  amend¬ 
ment,  the  numbers  appeared,  ayes 
20,  noes  71. 

Though  it  evidently  appeared, 
that  adminiftration  would  be  able 
to  carry  the  meafure  by  a  vaft 
majority,  yet  they  were  defirous  in 
this  critical  fituation  to  meet  in 
fome  meafure  the  objections  of  the 
minority,  in  order  that  the  bufi- 
nefs  might  ultimately  wear  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  entire  concert.  They 
therefore  in  the  committee  on  the 
twelfth  of  April,  withdrew  the  mod 
obnoxious  provifions  relative  to  the 
recognizance,  and  the  diferetionary 
imprifonment  of  the  hawkers,  and 
profefled  to  retain  no  more  than 
the  claufe,  compelling  the  printer 
of  a  news-paper  to  make  known  his 
real  name,  together  with  fo  much 
of  the  other  claufes  as  were  necef- 
fary  to  carry  that  principle  into  ef¬ 
fect.  This  modification  of  the  bill 
appeared  to  meet  the  fenfe  of  the 
oppofition,  and  thofe  perfons  who 
had  undertaken  to  obftrudt  its  pro- 
grefs,  together  with  Mr.  Henry 
Grattan,  exprefied  their  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  bill  in  its  prefent  form. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  it  was  not 
received  with  the  fame  unanimity. 
Lord  Mountgarret  particularly  di- 
ftinguiflied  himfelfin  oppofition  to 
the  meafure.  He  had  wiflied  to  fee 
parliament  better  employed  at  this 
time.  He  had  repeatedly  fuggefted 
his  fears  that  the  free  trade  was 
a  fhadow  and  a  name  ;  and  be 
had  wiflied  to  fee  that  houfe  em*» 
ployed,  deliberately  and  with  free¬ 
dom  from  every  fort  of  preju¬ 
dice,  in  the  inveftigation  of  this 
great  bufinefs.  Inflead  of  this, 
their  attention  was  to  be  engroffed 
by  a  few  nonfenfical  paragraphs 
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in  a  news  paper  ;  a  matter  of  little 
importance  to  the  community  at 
large,  however  it  might  hurt  the 
feelings  of  an  individual.  He  was 
no  advocate  for  licentious  publica¬ 
tions,  but  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
was  a  matter  that  fhould  not  be 
lightly  handled.  It  was  among  the 
inherent  rights  of  mankind.  It  was 
the  palladium  of  general  freedom, 
and  Ireland  was  indebted  to  it  for 
all  her  rights  and  all  her  advan¬ 
tages.  If  the  houfe  were  willing  to 
underhand  the  true  character  of  the 
bill,  it  would  become  them  to  look 
back  to  its  original  tenour.  It  had 
been  brought  in  fraught  with 
claufes  of  the  moil  oppreffive  and 
tyrannical  nature.  A  claufe  for 
compelling  a  man  to  give  fecurity 
in  a  large  lum  of  money,  for  crimes 
not  yet  committed,  but  for  fuppofi- 
titious  delinquencies ;  and  another 
empowering  a  juftice  of  the  peace 
to  take  away  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jecl,  though  ignorant  of  his  crime, 
and  probably  totally  illiterate,  with¬ 
out  the  benefit  of  his  natural  right, 
the  trial  by  jury.  A  bill,  drawn 
vrp  in  this  fpirit,  and  finking  at  fo 
inefiimable  an  immunity,  fhould  ne¬ 
ver  have  his  approbation . 

The  individual  againft  whom  the 
houfe  of  commons  appeared  princi¬ 
pally  to  point  its  refentment,  was 
Mr.  Matthew  Carey,  who  had  been 
apprehended  on  lufpicion  of  his  be¬ 
ing  the  proprietor  of  the  Volun¬ 
teers  Journal.  The  eaufe  of  this 
man  was  gejieroufly  undertaken  by 
Mr.  Molyneux,  Mr.  William  [ones, 
member  for  Lifburne,  Mr.  Griffith, 
fir  Edward  Newenham,  and  fir  Ed¬ 
ward  Crolton.  Adminiftration  how¬ 
ever,  by  a  great  majority,  carried  a 
refolution  on  the  nineteenth  of  A- 
pril,  that  he  fhould  be  removed  to 
the  prifon  of  Newgate,  and  on  the 
twenty-firft,  in  confequence  of  a 
complaint  entered  by  Mr.  Carey, 


againft  the  treatment  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  it 
was  refolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gardiner,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
officer  had  been  firm,  prudent  and 
humane.  In  the  mean  time  the 
printers  that  had  been  enlarged,  en¬ 
tered  refpe£lively  into  adlions  a« 
gainft  government  for  infringement 
of  their  rights,  and  falfe  imprifon- 
ment. 

The  peremptory  and  decifive 
meafures  of  adminiftration  were  not 
beheld  with  iilence  and  indifference 
by  the  nation  of  Ireland.  The  in- 
habitants  of  Beifaft,  in  the  county 
of  Antrim,  who  had  frequently 
taken  a  lead  in  the  popular  tranfac- 
tions  and  undertakings  of  their 
countrymen,  affembied  on  the  i  2th 
of  April,  and  drew  up  a  petition  a- 
gainil  the  bill  for  fee u ring  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  prefs,  which  was  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  the  houfe  of  lords  by  the 
earl  of  Charlcmont.  They  com¬ 
plained  of  the  meafure  as  tending 
to  annihilate  the  rights  of  opinion 
and  difeuffion  in  the  people  relpecl- 
ing  the  conduct  of  public  charac¬ 
ters.  They  exprelTed  their  diffiatis- 
fadtion  at  the  period  of  the  year  ia 
which  the  meafure  had  been  intro¬ 
duced,  and  the  unexampled  rapidity 
with  which  it  was  hurryingthrough 
parliament.  They  added,  u  that 
the  popular  branch  of  the  legifla- 
ture  was  now  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  an¬ 
nihilation,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
reprefentatives  was  no  longer  the 
opinion  of  the  body  represented; 
that,  in  confequence,  the  conilitu- 
tion  as  well  as  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom,  were  not  efficacioully  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  houfe  of  parliament, 
which  difdained  to  concur  with  the 
people,  or  to  acquiefce  in  their  juil 
demands. 

On  the  fame  day  with  the  affiem- 
bly  of  Beifaft,  the  parifhioners  of 
St.  Michael,  in  the  city  of  Dublin,, 
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affembled,  and  entered  Into  five  re- 
folutions  :  “To  return  their  public 
thanks  to  the  lord  mayor  ;  to  make 
a  collection  for  the  manufacturers 
fliut  up  in  the  prifon  of  Newgate  ; 
to  enter  into  a  non-importation  a- 
greement ;  to  exprefs  their  horror 
at  the  dangerous  innovation  that 
was  making  in  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  ;  and  to  recommend  their  re- 
fiolutions  to  be  adopted  by  the  other 
pari  Hies  of  Dublin.”  This  recom¬ 
mendation  was  fpeedily  carried  into 
adt ;  and  at  length,  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  April,  a  general  meeting 
was  held  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dub¬ 
lin.  A  petition  was  here  prepared 
to  the  king  a  gain  ft  the  bill  refpedl- 
ing  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  The 
a  fie  mb  ly  alfo  entered  into  refolu- 
tions,  declaring,  “  that.  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  a  1  mo  ft  every  nation  of  Eu¬ 
rope  was  in  favour  of  proted^ng  du¬ 
ties  ;  that  they  were  determined  to 
adopt  the  non-importation  agree¬ 
ment;  that  the  parliamentary  re¬ 
presentation  of  Ireland  did  not  cor- 
refpond  with  its  objedl  and  with  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution  ;  that 
it  was  abfolutely  neceflkry  to  their 
exigence  as  a  free  people  to  inter- 
pofe  collectively  upon  this  emer¬ 
gency  ;  that  they  would  purfue  this 
melioration  for  their  lives,  and  were 
difpofed  to  concur  with  their  coun¬ 
trymen  in  every  meafure  that  could 
tend  to  the  public  benefit  ;  finally, 
that  the  bill  lately  palled,  was  dia 
metrically  oppofitetp  the  principles 
and  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and 
that  individual  liberty  and  the  li¬ 
berty’  of  the  prefs,  could  not  exift 
anv  longer  than  they  were  united.” 

The  'adminiftration  of  Ireland 
did  not  behold  the  proceedings  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Dublin  in  gene¬ 
ral,  nor  of  the  populace' in  particu 
far,  with  indifference.  Expreffes 
during  this  period  were  daily  dii- 
patched  to  the  court  of  Eondort. 


Three  thou  band  infantry,  and  a  re* 
giment  of  cavalry,  which  conffi- 
tuted  the  gar ri foil  of  the  capital, 
were  furnifhed  with  thirty  rounds 
of  powder  and  ball  per  man,  and 
held  ready  to  march  upon  the  firft: 
fignal.  Three  regiments  of  fix 
which  had  been  ordered  to  embark 
for  the  Eaft  Indies,  were  put  under 
an  embargo,  and  a  reinforcement  of 
troops  from  Britain  was  daily  ex¬ 
pected.  The  parliament  of  Ireland 
came,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  April, 
to  a  refolution  of  adjournment  till  the 
twelfth  of  May  following.  A  com¬ 
plaint  had  been  made  in  parliament 
by  the  popular  party,  that  it  was 
unworthy  of  a  great  and  independ¬ 
ent  kingdom,  that  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  and  the  mailer  of  the 
rolls  Ihouid  refide  in  a  different 
country.  They  were  gratified  dur¬ 
ing  this  interval  with  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Fofter  to  the  office  of 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  At 
the  fame  time  Mr,  John  Scott  was 
created  a  peer,  by  the  title  of  ba¬ 
ron  Earlsfon,  and  appointed  lord 
chief  juftice  of  the  court  of  king’s 
bench. 

Upon  the  reaffembling  of  parlia¬ 
ment  an  addrefs  was  moved  to  the 
lord  lieutenant  by  lord  Kilwarlin, 
better  known  in  this  country  by  the 
name  of  lord  Fairford,  eldefffonof 
the  earl  of  Hillfborough.  Thepur- 
pofe  of  this  addrefs  was  to  exprefs 
the  complete  fatisfadtion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  with  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs 
of  the  meafures  of  ad  mi  niff  ration. 
It  declared  their  convidtion,  from 
the  condudfc  he  had  held,  of  thefu- 
periority  of  the  mind  of  the  lord 
lieutenant  to  the  influence  of  party 
and  prejudice.  It  appealed  to  the 
adds  that  had  been  pafied  during  the- 
leffion,  as  the  mod  honourable 
proof  of  the  zeal  and  attention  of 
parliament  for  the  good  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  It  expreffed  their  confidence 
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in  the  mild  and  efficacious  proceed¬ 
ings  that  would  be  held  by  that  no¬ 
bleman  with  refpeCt  tofuch  ulterior 
regulations  as  might  be  judged  ne- 
ceifary.  It  mentioned  their  unani¬ 
mous  efforts  to  arreft  the  progrefs 
of  violence  and  {edition,  and  their 
happinefs  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
benefits  conferred  on  them  by  their 
excellent  conffitutioll.  The  add  refs 
was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Brownlow,  Mr. 
O’Neil,  Mr.  Conoliy,  Mr.  Griffith, 
Mr.  Boyd,  Mr.  Molyneux,  fir 
Henry  Cavendilli,  and  fir  Edward 
Newenham.  It  received  the  fup- 
port  of  the  friends  of  adminiffration 
in  general,  and  of  Mr.  Henry  Grat¬ 
tan.  It  was  fucceeded  on  the  day 
following  by  an  addrefs  to  the  fove- 
reign,  moved  by  Mr.  Griffith,  and 
feconded  by  Mr.  Hartley,  which 
paffed  unanimoufly,  reprefenting 
the  dillreffed  ffate  of  the  kingdom 


of  Ireland,  and  praying  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  more  advantageous 
fyfietn  of  commerce  between  that 
kingdom  and  Great  Britain. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  May  the 
lord  lieutenant  put  an  end  to  the 
feiiion  by  a  Ipeech  from  the  throne. 
He  returned  parliament  his  affec¬ 
tionate  acknowiedgements  for  the 
cordiality  of  his  reception,  and  the 
early  affu ranee  of  their  confidence. 
He  thanked  them  for  their  various 
exertions,  and  particularly  for  their 
unanimous  determination  to  defend 
the  freedom  of  the  conffitution  a- 
gainft  the  attacks  of  licentioufnefs. 
He  truffed  that  during  their  refi- 
dence  in  their  refpeCtive  counties, 
they  would  point  out  to  the  people 
the  real  refources  of  a  free  and  fer¬ 
tile  country,  and  not  fuffer  mifap- 
prehenfions  to  perplex,  or  falfe  in¬ 
formations  to  guide  them. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Trade  of  Ireland '■*  City  of  Dublin*  Roman  Catholics •  Opinion  of  Lord 
Charlemont .  Tumults *  Rroceedhigs  by  Attachment .  Sentence  of  Afr« 
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TEI E  idea,  that  had  been  fug- 
gelled,  previouily  to  the  pro¬ 
rogation  of  parliament,  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland,  refpefting  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  equal  regulations  of 
commerce  between  Great  Britain 
and  that  ifland,  undoubtedly  tend¬ 
ed,  in  no  contemptible  degree,  to 
calm  the  violence  of  the  people,  and 
to  fufpend  the  cfferveffien.ee  of  their 
an  e'er  and  difeontent.  There  were 
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but  two  fy  items  of  permanent  com¬ 
merce  that  could  be  adopted  by 
them.  That  of  protecting  duties 
had  deeply  engaged  the  predilec¬ 
tion  and  attachment  of  the  country 
at  large.  But  protecting  duties,  af¬ 


ter  all  the  arguments  that  could  be 
alleged  in  their  favour,  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  fomewhat  invidious  with. 
refpeCl  to  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  The  Heps,  that  had  been  taken 
for  the  obtaining  for  Ireland  an  in¬ 
dependent  conffitution,  and  an  in¬ 
dependent  legiflatme,  had  already 
excited  considerable  jealoufy.  That 
the  people  of  Ireland  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England  had  but  one  king, 
was  a  point  of  agreement  merely  no¬ 
minal.  Commerce  is  naturally  full 
of  fufpicions  and  miffruft.  It  takes 
in  every  objeCI  with  the  eye  of  in- 
fatiable  avarice,  and  it  grajps  every 
fpecies  of  commodity  with  an  un¬ 
co  nr- 
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communicative  hand.  If  the  Irifh 
were  not  really  the  countrymen  and 
feljow-fubjeCts  of  the  Fnglifh,  why 
fhoCicl  we  facrifice  to  them  all  our 
favourite  ideas  of  monopoly,  and 
our  fuperior  claims  in  every  mar¬ 
ket  ?  Such  were  the  jealoufies  that 
had  been  bred  between  the  two 
countries.  No  minidry  could  have 
fupported  the  unpopularity  in  Bri¬ 
tain  of  countenancing  the  impod- 
tion  of  protecting  duties  in  Ireland. 
If  the  Irifh  would  obtain  them,  it 
mud  be  by  violence  and  compul- 
fion.  From  that  moment  they  mud 
look  out  for  other  allies,  for  other 
confederates,  and  other  protedtors 
than  the  court  of  London. 

The  fydem  of  equal  regulations 
of  trade  feemed,  out  of  all  compa- 
rifon,  more  fair,  manly,  and  phi- 
lanthropical.  By  means  of  this  fy¬ 
ftem,  the  two  countries,  fo  far  as  re¬ 
lated  to  trade,  would  become  as  it 
were  level  and  united.  The  trade 
of  Ireland  ought  in  that  cafe  to 
have  been  regarded  by  the  impar¬ 
tial  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of 
England  with  no  more  averiion  and 
diflikc  than  the  trade  of  Exeter,  or 
the  trade  of  York.  The  refine¬ 
ments  of  commercial  predilection 
have  never  yet  been  carried  to  the 
'abfurd  degree  of  enaCting  laws,  to 
give  to  one  county  a  decifive  ad¬ 
vantage  over  another,  in  any  fpe- 
cies  of  manufacture.  In  reality,  in 
the  eye  of  the  philofopher,  it  would 
have  been  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 
not  the  people  of  England,  who 
would  have  made  a  facrifice  to  the 
general  good,  in  the  eftablifhment 
of  equal  commerce.  Regulations 
of  this  fort  would  in  no  degree 
have  done  fo  much  for  them  as  pro¬ 
tecting  duties.  They  would  fill 
have  had  to  labour  under  the  difad- 
vantages  of  infant  arts,  unformed 
manufactures,  and  inferior  capitals. 
But  t he fe  facrifice s  were  but  tempo¬ 


rary,  and  the  general  good  demand-® 
ed  them  at  their  hands. 

But  if  the  ardour  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  was  abated  by  the  pro* 
fpeCts  that  were  fuggeiled  to  them* 
their  fituation  was  too  critical  to 
permit  them  to  expedt,  in  complete 
inaCtion,  a  aidant  and  an  uncertain 
remedy.  Exclufively  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  poverty  of  the  nation,  and  the 
immediate  diftrefs  of  her  labouring 
artifans,  the  unpopularity  of  the 
adminiftration,  which  feemed  to 
have  reached  its  greatefl  height, 
goaded  the  country  in  general  to 
meafures  of  ill  humour  anddidatis- 
faCtion.  The  idea  in  particular  of 
adopting,  at  lead  as  a  temporary  re- 
fuge,  an  agreement  of  non-impor¬ 
tation,  feems  to  have  met  with  unt- 
verfal  approbation.  It  was  receiv¬ 
ed  in  almoft  every  town  in  all  the 
provinces  of  Ireland,  by  every  party 
and  every  denomination.  It  was 
even  fa  actioned  by  the  conferit  of 
the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  who  had  generally,  upon  all 
occafions,  been  under  the  controul 
of  the  court. 

But  the  people  of  Ireland  were 
not  fhort-lighted  and  improvident  e- 
nough  to  imagine,  that  the  obtaining 
any  particular  regulations  would 
heal  all  the  calamities  and  grievances 
of  theirgovernment.  The  parliamen¬ 
tary  reform,  which  had  been  1  ejeCted 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  with  marks 
of  the  extreme!!  ignominy  and  con¬ 
tempt  in  the  firfi  inftance,  and  by 
greater  numbers,  though  with  more 

O  '  o 

decency  in  the  fecond,  itill  occupied 
the  uninterrupted  attention  of  the 
nation.  The  refolutions  and  aCts  of 
the  lad  leffion  by  no  means  tended 
to  reconcile  them  to  their  houfe  of 
commons,  as  it  was  then  condi tuted. 
They  beheld,  with  all  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  indignation  and  abhorrence, 
the  meafures  that  had  then  been 
carried.  They  faw  the  mcmey  of 
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the  country  lavifhly  expended,  and 
all  ideas  of  retrenchment  and  oeco- 
nomy  rejedfed.  They  faw  all  their 
other  grievances  crowned  by  a  vin¬ 
dictive  invafion  of  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  by  the  violent  arreft  of 
various  printers,  pubiifhers,  and 
proprietors,  and  by  the  fufperilion 
that  had  been  given,  and  the  limi¬ 
tations  that  had  been  prefcribed,  to 
the  trial  by  jury.  Animated  by  a 
thoufand  feelings  of  injury  endured, 
and  of  honed:  patriotiim,  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  of  Ireland,  in  .  various 
corps,  entered  into  refolutions,  re¬ 
commending  it,  as  a  meafure  of  the 
greatell  utility,  that  every  virtuous 
and  indufirious  Irifhman,  whatever 
were  the  mediocrity  of  his  fortune, 
fhould  form  himfelf  to  the  exercife 
of  arms. 

But  the  great  epocha  to  which 
we  are  to  look  in  the  progrefs  of 
this  bufmefs,  was  the  meeting  that 
was  held,  on  the  feventh  day  of 
June,  of  the  aggregate  body  of  the 
citizens  of  Dublin.  In  this  meet¬ 
ing  they  came  to  feveral  refolu¬ 
tions.  u  That  the  afiual  repre¬ 
fentation  of  the  people  was  imper¬ 
fect,  and  the  long  duration  of  par¬ 
liaments  uncomfiitutional ;  and  that 
thefe  defects  were  productive  of  ca¬ 
lamity  to  the  kingdom.  That  the 
ian&ion  of  the  commons  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  not  lefs  neceffary  to  the 
eifablifiiment  of  a  law  than  that 
of  the  fovereign  or  the  houfe  of 
peers  ;  that  the  people  pofiefied  the 
right  of  correcting  the  abufes  that 
had  crept  into  the  reprefentation, 
as  often  as  they  faw  themfelves  upon 
the  point  of  being  deprived  of  that 
fhare  in  the  legiilature  which  the 
conllitution  had  given  them ;  and 
that  this  right  was  effential  and  un¬ 
alienable.  That  the  right  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  a  frequent  elec¬ 
tion  and  an  equal  reprefentation, 
Was  dear,  original,  and  imprefcrip- 
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tible  ;  and  that  the  reftoration  o£  - 
the  exercife  of  this  right  was  the 
moll  efficacious  mode  of  reviving 
and  fecuring  the  independence  of 
parliament.  That  the  majority  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  was  not 
chofen  by  the  people,  but  by  the 
peers  of  the  kingdom,  and  by  other 
perfons  who  negotiated  the  repre¬ 
fentation  of  uninhabitable  boroughs, 
or  of  conliderable  towns,  where  a 
very  fmall  number  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  had  the  privilege  of  election. 
That  the  venality  and  corruption 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  deinon- 
11  rated  by  the  arbitrary  ads  of  the 
laid  feliion,  and  the  inattention  with 
which  they  had  treated  the  petitions 
and  the  voice  of  the  people,  com¬ 
pelled  the  city  of  Dublin  at  this 
time  to  call  upon  the  nation  at 
large,  to  unite  with  them  in  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  a  more  equal  repre¬ 
fentation,  and  in  prelenting  peti¬ 
tions  to  the  king  for  the  dilfolution 
of  the  exi fling  parliament.  That 
the  force  of  the  Hate  confided  in 
the  union  of  its  inhabitants.  That 
an  equal  participation  in  all  the 
rights  of  a  man  and  a  citizen  was 
proper  henceforth  to  engage  all  the 
members  of  the  ftate  to  co-operate 
efficacioufiy  for  the  greatell  general 
good.  Finally,  that  it  would  be  of 
the  happieli  confequence  to  the 
profperity  of  the  llate,  and  the 
maintaining  of  civil  liberty,  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  their  brethren,  the  Roman 
catholics,  the  right  of  fuffrage,  as 
fully  as  was  compatible  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  protellant  go¬ 
vernment.’7 

Be  fide  thefe  refolutions,  the 
meeting  come  to  a  determination  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland* 
and  a  petition  to  the  king,,  which 
were  fubmitted  to  and  approved  by 
the  citizens  at  large  on  the  twentv- 
firffi  of  June.  The  addrefs  to  the 
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nation  was  extremely  manly,  firm, 
and  animated  in  its  compofition. 
The  inhabitants  of  Dublin  addreff- 
ed  their  countrymen  on  the  moil 
important  fubjeCt  that  ever  engroff- 
ed  the  attention  of  a  free  people. 
They  had  long  and  painfully  in- 
dured  the  miferies  a  riling  from  the 
abule  of  powsr  and  the  detects  oi 
their  reprefentation  ;  defects  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  annihilation  of  their 
boalted  form  of  government,  and 
productive  of  the  highelt  oppref- 
fion.  The  people  muft  be  perfectly 
fenlible  of  that  ari  Hoc  ratio  influ¬ 
ence,  which  had  rendered  the  re- 
prefentation  nominal,  and  deilroyed 
the  equal  balance  of  the  legiflature. 
They  had  leen  the  charters,  granted 
to  divers  boroughs,  abufed  and  per¬ 
verted  to  the  molt  deftruCtive  pur- 
pofes,  and  their  intention  fruitrated 
by  the  artful  practices  of  defigning 
men.  They  appealed  to  experience 
for  the  inefficacy  of  every  meafure 
they  had  employed  to  obtain  re- 
drefs.  They  alluded  to  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  mode  propofed  by  the 
volunteer  army  of  Ireland,  arrayed 
and  embodied  at  their  own  expence, 
the  unexampled  protebtors  of  their 
country  again!!  foreign  foes  and  do- 
mejlic  usurpation.  The  united 
voice  of  the  free  electors  of  the 
kingdom  in  their  petitions,  had  been 
equally  defeated.  They  enumerat¬ 
ed  the  grievances  of  the  lalt  feffion. 
Enjoying  the  advantages  communi¬ 
cated  to  them  by  their  filter  king¬ 
dom  with  equal  juftice  and  magna¬ 
nimity,  they  regretted  that  internal 
fituation  of  their  country  which 
prevented  their  purfuing  the  means 
of  domeftic  profperity.  Convinced 
of  the  neceffity,  they  could  not, 
however,  prefume  to  point  out  any 
fpecific  mode  for  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form  :  that  in  which  all  were  equal¬ 
ly  concerned  mult  receive  from  all 
their  approbation  andfupport,  They 
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therefore  called  upon  and  conjured 
the  nation  in  this  important  work 
tojoin  with  them,  as  fellow-fubjebts, 
countrymen,  and  friends,  as  men 
embarked  in  the  general  caufe,  to 
remove  a  general  calamity ;  and 
they  propofed  that  five  perfons 
fhould  be  elected  from  each  county, 
city,  and  confiderable  town  in  the 
kingdom,  to  meet  in  Dublin,  on 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Gbiober,  int 
national  congrefs.  They  conclud¬ 
ed  with  recommending  to  their  ccn- 
lideration  the  itate  of  their  fuffering 
fellow-  fubjebts,  the  Roman  catho¬ 
lics  of  that  kingdom,  whofe  eman¬ 
cipation  from  the  refiraints  under 
which  they  laboured  was  confider- 
ed  by  them,  not  only  as  equitable, 
but  as  elfentially  conducive  to  the 
general  union  and  profperity. 

In  the  petition  to  the  fovereign, 
befide  enumerating  the  grievances 
which  had  been  mentioned  in  their 
addrefs,  the  citizens  of  Dublin  par¬ 
ticularly  complained  of  various  ar¬ 
bitrary  aCts  of  the  preceding  feffion 
of  parliament ;  the  bill  for  a  more 
equal  reprefentation  refufed  even  to 
be  difeufied ;  protection  denied  to 
their  infant  trade  and  manufactures ; 
an  attack  made  on  the  palladium  of 
freedom,  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  j 
alarming  reltriblions  impofed  on 
private  correfpondence  by  the  polt- 
office  aCt ;  a  general  fyftem  of  pro¬ 
digality  adopted ;  and  a  manifell 
infringement  made  on  the  charters 
of  the  realm  and  the  trial  by  jury. 
They  added,  with  infinite  concern, 
that  the  adminiltration  of  that  king-* 
dam  had  affiffie-d  in  all  the  meafures 
they  reprobated ;  a  circumltance 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  the  firlt 
mini  Iter  of  England  had  virtuoully 
declared  himfelf  in  favour  of  the 
principal  meafure  which  had  been 
there  rejected,  and  as  the  king  had 
fo  lately  thought  it  neeelfary  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  thfc  eleCtors  of  Great  Britain 
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gninft  the  power  of  an  ariftocracy. 
On  that  occafion  one  fourth  of  the 
people  of  England  exclaimed  agaiaft 
their  houie  of  commons ;  and  the 
fovereign  prudently  diffolved  the 
parliament,  which  had  loft  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  quarter  of  the  nation, 
and  declared  his  readinefs  to  adopt 
with  decilion  and  effect  whatever 
he  fhould  collect  to  be  the  fenfe  of 
his  people.  They  concluded  with 
praying  for  the  immediate  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  prefent  parliament.  We 
have  thought  proper  to  feledh  the 
proceedings  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
as  they  were  earlier  in  time,  and  at 
leaft  as  well  digefted  in  manner  as 
any  of  thofe  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

If  we  ref  ecft  on  the  unanimity  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  the  thorough 
conviction  with  which  they  were 
imprefled  cf  the  defecfts  of  their  re- 
prefeniation,  and  the  ardour  and 
refolution  with  which  they  feemed 
to  have  entered  upon  meafures  for 
its  melioration,  it  will  appear  not  a 
little  wonderful,  that  all  their  pro¬ 
jects  of  this  fort  encountered  an  ul¬ 
timate  defeat.  Their  difcontents 
and  difaffe&ion  had  rifen  to  the 
create  ft  height,  and  the  number  of 
their  volunteers  now  increafed  with 
the  utmoft  rapidity.  The  tide  of 
opinion  and  effort  had  taken  a  de¬ 
terminate  courfe,  and  it  was  not 
probable  that  any  thing  could  ef¬ 
fectually  re  lift  it. 

It  is  therefore  highly  fuitable  to 
the  inveffigations  of  hillory  to  in¬ 
quire  minutely  into  the  various 
caufes  that  fuperfeded  a  delign,  fo 
promiftng  in  its  appearance,  and  fo 
anfpicious  in  its  outfet.  And  one 
of  the  principal  of  thefe  is  to  be 
traced  to  the  ftate  of  the  country* 
divided  between  two  fets  of  men 
different  in  their  religion  and  man¬ 
ners,  the  Roman  catholics  and  the 
proteftants.  The  catholics  confti- 


tuted  two  thirds  of  the  iftand.  They 
were  formidable  in  their  numbers, 
and  whatever  profeffions  they  had 
made  of  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
their  country,  their  fentimenfs  had 
not  been  able  to  lunnount  the  fuf- 
picions  of  jealoufy.  The  proteft¬ 
ants,  infpired  with  long  averfions 
to  the  catholics,  juftiffed  in  fome 
manner  by  the  maffacres  and  out¬ 
rages,  which  had  at  various  times 
been  committed,  and  for  a  long¬ 
time  the  foie  proprietors  as  it  were 
of  the  country,  and  the  foie  iliarers 
of  its  immunities,  many  of  them 
doubted  whether  the  catholics  would 
be  contented  with  a  proffered  equa¬ 
lity,  and  would  not  rather  feek  to 
revenge  the  ignominy  and  flavery 
under  which  they  had  laboured. 

The  principles  of  the  friends  of 
liberty  and  reform,  traced  into  all 
their  confequences,  no  doubt  de¬ 
manded  at  their  hands,  that  they 
fliould  receive  the  catholics  with 
open  arms,  and  communicate  to 
them  a  participation  of  the  benefits 
they  fought  to  acquire.  Nor  was 
this  the  only  coniideration  which 
could  induce  them  to  a  conduct:  of 
this  fort.  Two  millions  of  friends 
would  be  no  contemptible  reinforce¬ 
ment  in  aid  of  the  common  caufe. 
To  build  a  liberal  fyftem  of  free¬ 
dom  upon  its  genuine  principles, 
was  an  ambition  worthy  of  them. 
To  hold  up  the  firft  example  to 
Europe  and  the  univerfe,  of  the 
abolition  of  thofe  penalties  and  pro- 
feriptions,  which  have  made  fo 
many  rebels  and  villains  without 
finding  them  fo,  and  of  introduc¬ 
ing  equality  and  confidence  among 
men  of  oppofite  tenets,  was  a  mo¬ 
tive  to  animate  the  mind  of  every 
man  fefthble  to  fame,  to  general 
happinefs  and  to  virtue.  How  much 
greater  were  likely  to  be  the  pro¬ 
sperity  and  wealth  of  the  country 
with  three  millions  than  with  one 
'  million 
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million  of  efficient  citizens  ?  Let 
Ireland  be  united  with  herfelf,  and 
let  her  be  at  war  with  all  the  world ! 

Such  probably  were  the  reflec¬ 
tions  which  induced  a  Mr.  Pollock, 
at  the  meeting  of  the  province  of 
Ulfier,  and  a  Mr.  Barrowes,  in  the 
affembly  of  the  province  of  Lein- 
iler,  to  move  that  the  catholics  of 
Ireland  be  admitted,  in  the  new 
fyfdem  of  reform,  into  the  number 
of  elefdors.  The  motion,  we  are 
told,  in  the  Leinfter  meeting,  was 
vigoroufly  fupported  by  different 
individuals,  who  fpoke  on  the  fub- 
jefft  like  men,  who  knew  how  to  de- 
fpife  illiberal  prejudices,-  which  re¬ 
flected  difgrace  on  hufrianity,  The 
motion  would  have  p tiffed  without 
oppoiit  ion,  had  not  Several  of  the 
deputies  dignified  to  the  affembly 
that  they  had  received  rio  imbrue- 
lions  from  their  condiments  upon 
this  point,  and  intreated  that  the 
queftion  might  be  deferred  to  a  fu¬ 
ture  occafion. 

The  attentive  reader  has  nnqueft 
tionably  obferved,  that  the  tenor 
of  the  plan  of  reform,  digefted  by 
the  national  convention  of  the  vo¬ 
lunteer  army,  differs  from  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin, 
and  is  unfavourable  to  the  ancient 
religionifts  of  Ireland.  The  par¬ 
ticular  tranfaffions  that  were  held 
noon  the  fubject  in  the  convention, 
are  not  a  little  curious  and  deferv- 
jng  of  record.  On  the  fourteenth 
©RNfovember,  1783,  upon  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  George  Ogle,  fir  Boyle 
Roche  was  requeued  to  read  to  the 
convention  a  memorial,  addreffed 
to  him  bv  lord  Ken  mare,  of  the  Lake 
of  Killarnev,  in  the  name  of  that 
nobleman  and  of  the  other  Roman 
catholics.  It  expreffed  in  fubftance, 
that  the  catholics  had  been  inform¬ 
ed?  that  it  was  propofed  to  agitate 
in  that  affembly  the  queftion,  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  they  fliould  be  admitted 


to  the  right  of  fuffrage  in  the  elec® 
tion  of  members  of  parliament*  It 
declared,  that  lord  Kenmare  and  the 
catholics  were  perfectly  fatisfted 
with  what  had  already  been  done 
in  their  favour,  and  that  they  de¬ 
ft  red  no  more  than  peaceably  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  they  had  ob¬ 
tained  from  their  bounty,  without 
fecking  to  excite  the  fmalleft  um- 
brage  on  their  account  in  this  cri¬ 
tical  moment,  when  the  kingdom 
had  need  of  the  moil  entire  unani¬ 
mity.  The  paper  ftgned  by  lord 
Kenmare  obtained  a  conftderabie 
degree  of  attention,  as  it  was  gene¬ 
rally  known  that  that  nobleman, 
upon  various  occafions  in  which 
the  catholics  had  been  concerned, 
had  been  the  organ  for  conveying 
their  fentiments. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  had  no  fooner 
fmifhed  reading  his  memorial  than 
the  earl  of  Briftol,  biftiop  of  Derry, 
dellred  to  read  a  letter  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  on  the  fame  fubjeft.  The 
intelligence  conveyed  in  this  letter 
was,  “  That  in  a  general  affembly 
of  the  committee  of  the  catholics  of 
Ireland,  in  which  had  preftded  ftr 
Patrick  Bellew,  it  had  been  unani- 
moufly  refolved,  that  the  memorial 
that  morning  to  be  delivered  to  the 
national  convention,  purporting  to 
be  the  memorial  of  the  whole  body 
of  the  catholics,  was  an  entire 
ft  ranger  to  them,  as  to  its  contents, 
and  unauthorifed  with  their  con- 
fent :  that  they  acknowledged  them- 
felves  to  have  too  great  a  refem- 
blance  to  the  reft  of  their  fpecies 
to  be  defirous  of  oppoftng  any  thing, 
which  tended  to  difengage  them 
trom  the  fetters  that  remained  to 
them  :  laftly,  that  they  fliould  re¬ 
ceive  with  gratitude  every  indul¬ 
gence  that  the  legislature  fliould  be 
willing  to  grant  them,  and  that 
they  fliould  never  forget  how  much 
they  were  indebted  to  fhe  benevo¬ 
lence 
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leiice  and  the  generous  efforts  of 
their  countrymen.”  An  advertife- 
fneiit  appeared  fhortly  after  in  the 
'Dublin  prints,  figned  by  lord  Ken- 
mare,  exprefly  difavowing  all  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  paper  which  had  been 
delivered  in  his  name  to  the  national 
convention. 

It  has  already  appeared  that  the 
prejudices  agaihft  the  Catholics  were 
gradually  declining,  and  Ireland 
feemed  to  have  the  happy  prolphcff 
of  loiing  the  invidious  names  of  pa- 
pi  ft  and  reformer  in  the  general  and 
venerable  appellation  of  freemen 
and  citizens.  The  volunteers  of 
O  ranard,  and  other  places,  came  to 
the  fpinted  refolution  of  engaging 
for  the  pay  of  ferjeants  employed  in 
the  difcipline  of  Roman  catholic 
volunteers,  and  declaring  that  fuch 
volunteers  would  merit  their  en¬ 
couragement  and  applaufe.  The 
volunteers  of  Belfaft,  in  the  county 
(if  Antrim,  a  name  which  had  re¬ 
peatedly  diftinguifhed  itfelf  in  the 
caiile  of  liberty,  repaired  in  a  body, 
on  the  firft  of  May  1785,  to  a  Ro¬ 
man  catholifc  chapel  in  that  town  to 
hear  a  fermori,  the  object  of  which 
iVas  to  obtain  the  collection  of  a  fum 
of  money  to  complete  and  beautify 
the  place  of  their  worfhip;  The 
body  of  the  XJlfter  volunteers  was 
reviewed  at  Belfaft  by  their  general 
the  earl  of  Charlemont,  on  the 
twelfth  of  July  ;  and  on  that  occa- 
fion  their  delegates  presented  him 
with  an  addrefs,  calculated  to  fug- 
geft  the  ihoft  elevated  idea  of  the 
chafafler  of  that  nobleman.  \  They 
congratulated  him  on  his  arrival  a- 
mong  them,  and  wiflied  him  a  long 
continuance  of  every  enjoyment 
that  rank,  reputation,  arid  integrity 
could  beftovv  on  a  faithful  and  p^r- 
feveririg  volunteer,  unpolluted  by 
the  corruption  of  a  court,  and  un¬ 
influenced  by  the  politics  of  fluctu¬ 
ating  adminiflrationSi  They  re* 
1785. 


his  f  p  i  V; 

joiced  at  the  military  ardoltr  of  a 
country,  in  which  every  man  was 
either  already  enrolled  as  a  foldieig 
or  would  in  a  few  wreeks  be  quali¬ 
fied  to  aCt  in  the  army  of  the  peo 
pie.  And  they  Cxpreffed  their  fa4 
/fisfadtion  at  the  decay  of  thofe  pre¬ 
judices*  which  had  fo  longinvolved 
the  nation  in  feud  and  difunion  ;  £ 
difuniori  which|  by  limiting  the 
rights  of  fuffrage,  and  circumfcrib- 
irie  the  number  of  their  citizens., 

c->  -i  ■  '  i  •  ’’ 

had  in  a  great  degree  created  and 
foftered  thd  ariltocratic  tyranny,  the 
fource  of  every  grievance,  and  2.* 
gainft  which  the  public  voice  now 
unanimo uily  exclaimed; 

But  this  day,  fo  honourable  td 
the  free  folders  of  Ireland  arid  their 
leader,  was  deftined  to  involve  all 
their  flattering  profpeCts  in  ruini 
The  earl  of  Charlemont,  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  inaufpicious  to  the  riling  ge¬ 
nius  of  his  couritry*  returned  ait 
anfwer  to  his  addreflers  rather  in  the 
ffyle  of  reirionftrance  than  acknow- 
legement;  By  fome, ftrange  and  ca- 
pficious  fatality,  the  general  of  the 
volunteer  army  on  this  occaiioii  de¬ 
livered  fentirnents,  inimical  to  the 
increaling  number  of  their  forces* 
and  inimical  to  the  union  which 
feems  to  have  been  in  fo  profperous 
a  train.  His  anfwer  was  eagerly 
feized  by  the  friends  of  the  courts 
It  was  diftributed  in  every  town  ; 
it  was  polled  in  every  village. 
From  this  moment  a  ruinous  dif¬ 
union  began  openly  to  difplay  itfelf 
in  the  volunteer  army,  which  finally 
rendered  all  their  generous  efforts 
ineffectual  and  abortive; 

In  the  paper  to  which  we  allude, 
lord  Charlemont  congratulated  him- 
felf  on  the  good  opinion  of  the  de¬ 
legates,  of  which  he  fto’od  in  parti¬ 
cular  need  on  the  prefent  occalion* 
when  for  the  firft  time  he  ventured 
to  differ  from  them  in  fentirrient. 
He  was  free  from  every  illiberal 
E  pre- 
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.prejudice  again.fi:  the  catholics,  .and 
lull  of  good  will  towards  that  very 
xefpeCtable  body  ;  but  he  could  not 
refrain  from  the  moil  ardent  entrea¬ 
ties  to  the  volunteers  to  Refill  from 
apurfuit,  that  would  fatally  clog  and 
impede  the  profecution  of  their  fa¬ 
vourite  purpofe.  He  was  by  no 
means  lingular  among  the  real 
friends  to  reform  in  his  ideas  upon 
this  l'ubjecl  ;  and  he  befought  them 
not  to  indulge  any  opinion,  which 
mult  and  would  create  difurdon. 
He  farther  obferved  that  the  civil 
army  of  Ireland  had  been  refpebl- 
able  through  the  world,  effectual 
in  its  operations,  and  fafe  in  its  con- 
fequences,  becaule  it  was  perhaps 
the  only  army  upon  earth,  each  of 
whole  individuals  had  a  property  in 
the  land  it  was  embodied  to  defend. 
They  could  never  lofe  a  jot  of  their 
icfpedlability,  fo  long  as  they  re¬ 
tained  this  great  and  lingular  pecu¬ 
liarity.  He  concluded  with  calling 
upon  them  to  be,  as  they  had  hi¬ 
therto  been,  prudent,  moderate  and 
firm.  Precipitation  alone  could 
diffionour  their  name,  or  injure  the 
caufe  they  had  moil  at  heart.  Their1 
fortitude  could  never  be  doubted; 
it  was  the  general  and  acknou  leged 
attribute  of  Irilhmen.  But  moder¬ 
ation  had  ever  been  their  charac- 
ceri-flic.  By  moderation  their  re¬ 
nown  had  been  effablilhed  through 
the  nation.  All  that  had  been 
gained  had  by  that  means  been  ac¬ 
quired,  and  all  that  remained  would 
hy  that  be  atchieved. 

The  extreme  difproportion  of 
numbers,  and  jealouly  of  apprehen- 
lion,  that  fublhied  between  the  reli¬ 
gion!  ffs  of  Ireland,  was- a  peculiar 
difadvantage  with  which  that  coun¬ 
try  had  to  -druggie.  In  America, 
where  the  fpirit  of  freedom  had  ffrll 
appeared,  and  where  its  efforts  had 
been  moil  perfeveringly  and  fuc- 
/tefs  fully  made*  there  exited  no¬ 


thing  analogous  to  this  circmn- 
ilance.  There  was  another  difad- 
vantage  fcarcely  of  lefs  importance, 
which  the  filler  kingdom  had  to  eii- 
counter.  If  file  had  greatly  the  fu* 
periority  of  America  in  pofieiffng, 
previoully  to  the  poffibility  of  an 
open  conteft,  a  numerous,  a  well- 
difciplined,  a  truly  refpeblable,  and 
we  had  almofllaid,  a  veteran  army  ; 
Hie  had,  to  balm  e  this,  the  refi- 
dence  of  a  court  in  her  metropolis, 
with  all  its  retinue  of  officers  of  Hate 
and  national  effablilhments,  of 
placemen  and  penlioners,  of  run¬ 
ners  and  retainers.  Both  the  trains 
of  events  of  which  we  are  now  to 
fpeak,  and  which  decided  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  her  patriotic  efforts,  derived 
their  efficacy  and  their  bitternefs 
from  this  circumllance. 

The  people  of  Ireland  had  al- 
moll  by  common  confent  entered 
into  agreements  of  non-importation. 
Though  fuch  affbciations  be  not  in 
themfelves  directly  illegal,  they 
mull  always  in  their  confequenees 
be  expected  to  involve  circumltan- 
ces  that  are  fo.  The  prohibition  of 
foreign  manufabtu res  in  this  cafe  is 
voluntary,  and  there  is  no  penalty, 
which  the  law  entitles  the  perfons 
aggrieved  to  indict  on  tliofe  who  in¬ 
fringe  it.  But  it  would  be  too  much 
for  men,  who  in  the  ffrll  inltance 
make  fo  great  a  facrifice  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  good,  to  fee  the  felfifh,  the 
inffdiops,  and  the  avaricious,  mak¬ 
ing  a  market  of  their  misfortunes. 
Relentment  and  public  fpirit  unite 
to  engage  them  in  the  purluit  of  a 
levere  vengeance.  Thus  in  the  pre¬ 
terit  cafe,  thofe  who  dealt  in  the 
forbidden  m an u failures,  were  mark¬ 
ed  by  the  populace-,  were  feized  in 
the  ilreets,  or  dragged  from  their 
houfes,  and  fubjebled  to  a  difcipline 
of  no  very  agreeable  nature. 

The  examples  of  this  fort  were 
frequent  and  numerous.  Among 

others 
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othel'S  the  carriage  of  lord  Muf- 
kerry,  which  had  lately  been  im¬ 
ported  from  London,  experienced 
the  anger  of  the  citizens,  and  was 
bien  emplum  ”,  according  to  the  bell 
and  moll  approved  method  o!  the 
nonffmporting  confederates.  The 
fheriffs  and  other  magiffrates  of 
Dublin  were  extremely  vigilant  and 
active  in  endeavouring  to  refeue  the 
victims,  and  preferve  the  peace  and 
decency  of  the  metropolis.  This 
kind  of  unpolifhed  violence  had  be¬ 
gun  in  the  capital  early  in  the 
month  of  J une  ;  and  among  various 
exertions  of  a  iimilar  nature,  Mr. 
Alexander  Kirkpatrick,  one  ol  "the 
fheriffs,  was  fuccefsful,  on  the  four¬ 
teenth  of  July,  in  delivering  an 
unfortunate  offender  from  the 
clutches  of  his  executioners.  Out 
of  refpeff  for  the  officer,  who  had 
himfelf  been  diltinguifhed  for  his 
patriotic  exertions,  the  mob  were 
contented  to  permit  him  to  advance 
thus  far  with  impunity.  But  when 
he  attempted,  after  the  refeue,  to 
feize  upon  two  or  three  of  the  ring* 
leaders,  he  was  allaulted  by  the  po¬ 
pulace,  thrown  upon  the  ground, 
dangerouffy  wounded,  and  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  efcaped  with  his  life.-  The 
inhabitants  of  Dublin  appear  at  this 
rime  to  have  been  particularly  full 
of  ill  humour  towards  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  the  theatre  royal  was 
cholen  for  the  feene  of  their  public 
difapprobation.  In  one  inffance  he 
was  received  upon  his  arrival  by 
the  performance  of  the  mulic  of  the 
volunteers  march  ;  and  the  uproar 
and  confufion  were  fo  great  and 
continual,  that  no  performance  was 
exhibited  for  that  evening.  An  in¬ 
tention  feems  to  have  been  enter¬ 
tained  of  fubj effing  the  duke  of 
Rutland  to  the  fame  difeiplihe  as 
other  inferior  perfons  who  confum- 
ed  goods  of  Englifh  manufacture  ; 

o  O  ' 

and  lie  is  reported  about  this  time 


to  have  had  a  very  narrow  efcape 
of  this  fort* 

This  kind  of  tumult  and  diforder 
was  particularly  favourable  to  the 
views  of  thofe,  who  were  deiirous  of 
overbearing  the  projeffs  and  mea* 
fures  of  the  popular  party  in  Ire¬ 
land.  It  was  accordingly  imputed 
to  the  court,  that  they  had  even 
contributed  in  an  underhand  man¬ 
ner  to  the  theatrical  riot.  However 
this  may  have  been,  certain  it  is 
that,  about  this  period,  there  were 
feveral  diforders  committed  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  if  not  from  the  ly- 
ftem,  at  lead  from  the  imprudence 
of  the  Englifh  party,  and  particu* 
larly  of  the  military.  A  tumult  of 
great  notoriety  took  place  on  the 
iecond  of  Augud,  at  the  houfe  of 
a  publican,  a  member  of  the  vo¬ 
lunteer  army.  Certain  Englifh  of¬ 
ficers  appear  to  have  entered  the 
houfe  of  this  man,  and  treated  his 
wife  with  indecorum  and  infult* 
Their  alfaults  were  repelled  by  the 
hufbana  ;  and  the  man,  havingbeen 
reinforced  by  the  affiftance  of  a  Mr. 
Maffet,  a  young  volunteer,  who 
happened  to  pafs  by,  with  no  other 
arms  than  his  bayonet,  a  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  unequal,  though 
bloodlels,  conteff  was  maintained 
for  fome  time  on  both  lides.  In 
this  affair,  unfortunately,  the  name 
of  the  earl  of  Harrington  was  par¬ 
ticularly  confpicueus.  The  publi¬ 
can,  in  the  lequel,  is  faid  to  have 
compounded  for  a  prefent  of  one 
thoufand  pounds,  and  to  have  with¬ 
drawn  the  profecutions  he  had  com¬ 
menced  again (1  the  affailants.  The 
only  remaining  affair  of  this  fort, 
which  it  is  neceffary  for  us  to  rente, 
took  place  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
Augud,  at  the  execution  of  the  fen- 
tence  of  whipping  upon  a  perfon 
of  the  loweff  clnfs,  who  had  been 
concerned  in  enforcing  by  illegal 
executions  the  non- importation  a- 
E  2  greemeat. 
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ercement.  A  few  frones  were  thrown 
by  the  populace  at  the  foldiers,  and 
the  military,  without  receiving' any 
order,  and  from  the  1'udden  impulle 
of  refentment,  inffantly  fired  among 
the  mob,  killed  one  perfon,  and 
wounded  feveral.  If  Mr.  Kirkpa¬ 
trick  had  not  interfered,  at  the  rifk 
of  his  life,  between  the  foldiery  and 
the'  populace,  this  trifling  quarrel 
might  poffibly  have  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  a  civil  war.- 

Having  Hated  fhofe  c ire um dan¬ 
ces,  which  by  an  indirect  operation 
threw  a  damp  upon  the  generous 
projects  of  the  Irifh,  we  are  now 
come  to  the  diredt  dii  countenance 
which  they  experienced  from  the 
court  and  the  adminillration  both 
in  England  and  in  Ireland;  a  dil- 
countenance  which,  co-operating 
with  ether  caufes  lefs  direct,  but 
more  important,  produced  the  moll 
decifive  effects  ;  but  which,  in  an¬ 
other  cafe,  and  if  it  had  flood  a- 
lone,  would  probably  have  .ferved 
to  irritate  and  not  to  diminilh  the 
resolution  and  fervour  of  the  nation 
at  large.  The  duke  of  Rutland 
was  of  courle  applied  to,  to  convey 
to  the  fovereigli  the  petitions  both  of 
the  city  and  of  the  county  of  Dub¬ 
lin  ;  the  laff  of  which  bears  the  date 
of  the  ninth  day  of  Auguff.  His 
anfwer  to  both  thefe  applications 
was  uniform.  While  it  was  his 
duty  to  convey  the  papers  they  pre- 
fented,  to  the  monarch,  he  informed 
them,  that  he  ftmuld  not  fail  to  ac¬ 
company  them  with  his  entire  dis¬ 
approbation1;  us  they  included  im- 
juff  and  indecent  refiedtions  upon 
the  laws  and  the  parliament  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  as  they  tended  to  foment 
fatal  di ilen-fion 5  among  the  people. 

The  nation  ot  Ireland  appear  to 
have  had  a  natural  fund  of  credu¬ 
lity  and  confidence.  Convinced  by 
irreliffible  experience,  that  the  duke 
of  Rutland  was  not  difpofed  to 
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countenance  their  projects-,-  they  Hilt 
believed  that  Mr.  Pitt,  the  great 
champion  of  the  Englifll  reform, 
might  be  brought  to  concur  in  ei- 
fortsy  which  appeared  to  them  lo¬ 
be  r,  refpedtabie,  and  temperate.. 
With  this  view  the  inhabitants  ot 
B  elf  all  conveyed  to  Mr.  Pitt  a  pe¬ 
tition,  which  was  agreed  upon  011 
the  eighth  of  July,  and  which  they 
reconciled  him  to  prelent  to  the  lo¬ 
ve  reign.  The  prayer  of  their  pe¬ 
tition  was,  that  the  king  would  be 
pleafed  to  cliffolve  the  prefent,  and 
to  iff  lie  the  writs  neceffary  for  the 
aH'embl’ing  of  a  new  parliament,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  plan  of  reprefenta- 
tion  which  fliould  be  agreed  upon 
in  the  national  congrefs  of  the  25th 
of  October.  The  anfwer  of  Mr. 
Pitt  to  the  re  quell  of  the  citizens  of 
Be. faff,-  was  not  fent  till  the  fixth 
day  of  September.  Mr.  Pitt  ob- 
ferved,  “  that-  he  had  undoubtedly- 
been,  and  Hi  11  continued,  a  zealous 
friend  to  a  reform  of  parliament 
but  he  mu  it  beg  leave  to  fay  that  he 
had  been  lb  01  grounds,  very  diffe¬ 
rent  from  thole  adopted  in  the  peti¬ 
tion.  What  was  there  propofed, 
he  conlidered  as  tending  to  produce 
llill  greater  evils-  than  any  of  thufe 
which  the  friends  of  reform  were 
defirous  to  remedy.  He  had-  great 
concern  in  differing  fo  widely  on 
his  fubjedjt  from  a  body  of  men, 
w  o  profeHed  to  be  guided  by  mo¬ 
tives  of  loyalty  and  of  reverence 
for  the  conffitution  ;  but  animated, 
himfelf  by  the  fame  motives,  and 
iincerely  anvious  for  the  proiperity 
and  freedom  of  every  part  of  the 
Britilh  empire,  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  communicate  to  them 
his  fentiments  with  fairnefs  aridpre- 
ciiion.”  The  people  of  Ireland  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  paid  every  attention  to 
the  fuggeffion  of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  and  the 
petition  of  the  county  of  Antrim, 
which  was  agreed  to  on  the  twen¬ 
tieth 
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tieth  of  September,  fuggefted  as  ail 
alternative  to  the  fovereign,  either 
to  diilolve  the  e-xifling  parliament, 
or  gracioufiy  to  recommend  to  that 
affembly  the  adoption  of  home  plan 
of  parliamentary  reform. 

But  the  difcountenance  of  admi- 
nifhration  was  not  confined  to  opi¬ 
nions  and  expoffulations.  The 
twentieth  of  September  had  been 
the  day  fixed  for  the  election  of  five 
delegates  to  reprefent  the  freehold¬ 
ers  and  citizens  of  the  metropolis  in 
the  en  fuing  congrefs.  On  the  lix- 
teenth  of  that  month,  Mr.  Fitzgib- 
bon,  the  attorney  general,  addreffed 
a  letter  to  the  fiieriffs,  expreiling 
the  extreme!!  furprize  at  having  read 
an  advertiiement,  ligned  by  them, 
and  fujnmoning  the  meeting  in  que- 
fiion.  He  obferyed,  that  by  this 
illegal  proceeding  they  had  been 
guilty  of  a  moil  outrageous  breach 
of  their  duty,  and  that  if  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  they  would  be  refponlible 
for  it  to  the  laws  of  their  country, 
and  he  fhould  hold  himfcjf  bound 
officially  to  profecute  them  in  the 
pourt  of  king’s  bench.  This  letter 
was  read  to  the  meeting  by  Mr. 
Kirkpatrick,  and  in  conformity  to 
its  repreientations  he  broke  up  the 
affembly. 

The  citizens  of  Dublin,  deter¬ 
mined  to  proceed  with  every  difpFay 
pf  regularity  and  moderation,  wait¬ 
ed  for  the  acceifion  of  the  new  flier 
riffs,  who  came  into  office  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  September,  They 
accordingly  addrefled  a  letter,  lign- 
ed  by  Mr.  Tandy,  Mr.  Bin  ns,  and 
other  citizens,  who  had  been  for¬ 
ward  upon  this  memorable  occalion, 
to  the  new  Hie ritfs,  requeuing  them 
to  call  a  meeting  on  the  eleventh  of 
October  tor  the  election  of  the  de¬ 
legates.  But  the  new  magistrates, 
as  might  be  expected,  trod  in  the 
fteps  of  their  predeceffors.  Re¬ 
duced  to  this  alternative,  the  meet* 
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ing  was  finally  held  on  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed,  without  the  formality  of 
official  countenance.  This  atfem- 
bly  feated  fir  Edward  Newenham  in 
the  chair  of  the  prefident,  and, 
having  elected  their  reprefentatives, 
came  to  ieveral  refolutions  declara¬ 
tory  of  their  facred  and  impreferip- 
tible  right  to  affemble  thetnfelves 
for  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  affirm¬ 
ing  that  all  attempts  to  interrupt 
thefe  conftit utional  meetings  were 
to  be  regarded  as  an  alarming  en- 
croachment  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  a  dir  eh!  violation  of  Mag¬ 
na  Charta,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
and  exprelfing  their  refolution  to 
lecond  with  all  their  efforts  thofe  of 
their  countrymen,  who,  in  thefe 
difatfrous  conjunctures,  might  be* 
coige  the  victims  of  minifierial  per- 
fecution,  for  having  vindicated  and 
fupported  by  confiitutional  means 
the  privileges  of  the  nation. 

On  the  iixteentU  of  October  an¬ 
other  meeting  was  held,  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  that  fummoned  by  the  popu¬ 
lar  party,  of  the  lord  mayor,  the 
file  riffs,  and  thefreeipen  of  Dublin, 
in  the  Guildhall,  in  order  to  vote 
the  freedom  of  the  city  to  the  duke 
of  Rutland,  and  his  fecretary  Mr. 
Orde.  Thefe  meafures  encountered 
an  ineffectual  oppofition.  The  earl 
of  Charlemont  had  been  fo  unfortu¬ 
nate  as  to  have  a  vote  obtained  a- 
gain!!  him  on  the  twelfth  of  An- 
guff,  in  a  numerous  affembly  of  the 
members  of  the  Irifii  brigades,  de¬ 
claring  that  the  fenriments  of  his 
anfwer  to  the  delegates  at  Belial!, 
were  in  oppofition  to,  the  interefis 
of  the  kingdom,  and  tended  to  di- 
vide  the  nation  at  a  moment  when 
union  alone  could  deliver  them 
from  ruip.  la  perfect  con  fidelity 
with  this  refolution  pf  th.e  brigades, 
the  affembly  at  Guildhall  voted  an 
add  refs  of  thanks  to  the  earl  of 
Charlemont.  It  might  perhaps  have 
E  3  '  fuff  Ecd, 
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fufHced  to  make  that  nobleman  fuf- 
peft,  that  there  was  fome  inconfift- 
ency  in  his  conduit,  when  he  found 
himfelf  cenfurcd  by  his  old  affoci- 
ates,  ^nd  applauded  by  thole  who 
had  been  his  political  enemies. 

The  addrefs  which  was  agreed 
upon  to  the  duke  of  Rutland,  ex- 
preffed  their  forward nefs  to  allure 
him  of  their  profound  refpeit  for 
his  perfonal  virtues,  and  the  fatis- 
faition  they  derived  from  his  firm 
and  moderate  adminiitration.  It 
conveyed  the  extreme  grief  with 
with  which  they  had  feen  the  vio¬ 
lence  which  had  long  reigned  a- 
mong  the  people,  and  the  lafting 
gratitude  they  felt  for  the  exertions 
that  had  put  an  end  to  diforders  by 
which  the  kingdom  was  difgraced. 
They  referred  themfelves  entirely 
to  his  good  offices  with  the  fove- 
reign,  to  procure  to  Ireland  a  more 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
and  the  permanent  eflablifhment  of 
a  commerce  produdtive  of  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  two  nations,  and  flrength- 
ening  the  links  by  which  they  were 
united  to.  Great  Britain.  Full  of 
the  mod  unfhaken  attachment  to  the 
principles  of  the  conllitution,  they 
warmly  approved  the  conduct  which 
he  had  oppofed  to  dangerous  inno¬ 
vations,  and  they  engaged  to  defend 
with  their  whole  power,  and  by 
every  conflitutional  method,  the 
p  rote  flan  t  efiablifliment,  againfl  the 
attacks  which  might  be  directed  a- 
gainft  it. 

But  the  proceedings  hitherto  held 
by  adminiitration,  were  liberal  and 
mild  in  comparifon  of  thofe  we  have 
now  to  relate.  The  attorney  ge¬ 
neral  denounced  Mr.  Henry  Ste¬ 
phens  Reiley,  high  fheriff  of  the 
county  of  Dublin,  to  the  grand 
jury  on  the  fixth  of  October,  for 
having  prefided  in  an  illegal  affenf 
bly  of  freeholders  on  the  ninth  of 
Auguft  preceding,  and  having  fign- 


ed  the  refolutions  of  that  affembly* 
The  proceedings  he  intended  againfl 
Mr.  Reiley  were  by  attachment, 
that  is,  by  the  arreft  and  imprison¬ 
ment  oF  his  perfon.  Accordingly 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  November 
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following  he  was  thrown  into  pn- 
fon,  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  re¬ 
ceived  the  fentence  of  the  court, 
which  confided  in  a  fine  of  five 
marks,  or  g  1 .  6s.  8d.  and  one  week’s 
imprifonment.  At  another  period, 
and  in  a  different  temper  of  the  na¬ 
tion  of  Ireland,  this  man  would 
have  been  ranked  with  the  immor¬ 
tal  Hampden  ;  would  have  been  re¬ 
garded  as  the  martyr  of  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people  ;  and  his  prolecu- 
tion  and  imprifonment  would  have 
been  the  fignal  of  a  general  revolt, 
and  an  univerfal  and  inflexible  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  caufe  and  principles 
for  which  he  fuffered.  The  attor¬ 
ney  general,  fuccefsful  in  this  pro- 
fecution,  opened  others,  in  theiimi- 
iar  mode  of  attachment,  againfl  the 
mayiflrates  who  had  held  the  meet- 
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ing  of  the  county  of  Rofcommon, 
and  the  magiftrates  who  had  held 
the  meeting  of  the  county  of  Lei¬ 
trim.  A  great  number  of  news- 
printers  and  proprietors  were  in¬ 
volved  in  the  profecutions,  whofe 
crime  had  been  the  printing  the  re¬ 
folutions  of  the  illegal  affemblies. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  October 
the  national  congrefs  met  at  Dub¬ 
lin,  purfuant  to  their  appointment. 
They  placed  colonel  Sharman  in 

the  chair  of  the  affembly,  and  im- 

*  * 

mediately  after  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dar¬ 
cy,  t,hat  every  perfon  not  a  dele¬ 
gate  fiiould  be  requested  to  with¬ 
draw,  But  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
numbers  induced  them  to  conceive 
that  there  was  an  impropriety  in 
their  proceeding  immediately  to  the 
great  bulinefs  for  which  they  were 
delegated,,  ^either  the  earl  of  Brj,- 
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ftol,  nor  Mr.  William  Brown  low, 
nor  feveral  other  of  the  moil  diftin- 
guifhed  champions  of  the  reform, 
had  yet  been  chofen  to  lit  in  this  af- 
fembly.  The  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  fubjedt  of  the  catholics,  the 
riotous  and  lawlefs  Hate  of  things, 
which  for  fome  months  had  been 
exhibited  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  the 
influence  of  government,  and  the 
high  and  untemporizing  measures 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
party  of  the  court,  all  of  them  had 
thrown  an  effectual  damp  upon  the 
undertaking,  and  given  to  the  ad¬ 
versaries  of  innovation  the  moft  tri¬ 
umphant  fuccefs.  The  refolutions 
agreed  upon  in  congrefs  expreffed 
44  the  undoubted  right  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  petition  for  a  redrefs  of  griev¬ 
ances  ;  the  peculiar  energy  with 
which  this  right  belonged  to  them 
on  the  fubjedt  of  parliamentary  re¬ 
form  ;  that  in  the  exercife  of  this 
right,  it  behoved  the  people  to  em¬ 
ploy  mutual  conference,-  that  the 
meeting,  in  one  place,  of  performs 
feledted  for  the  purpofe,  was  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  meeting  at  diftant 
places  and  in  multitudes  ;  and  that 
the  appointment  of  that  affembly, 
and  the  Heps  that  had  been  taken, 
had  been  in  entire  conformity  with 
the  conHitution  of  Ireland.”  They 
added,  44  that  a  reform  in  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  people  in  parlia¬ 
ment  was  indifpenfibly  neceffary, 
and  that  they  efteemed  it  fortunate, 
that  there  was  no  competition  of  in- 
tereHs  between  the  lifter  nations  in 
the  purfuit  of  an  objedt,  equally  de- 
ii red  by  the  wifeft  and  honefteft  men 


in  both.”  Finally,  after  havipg 
fat  three  days,  they  adjourned  their 
meeting  to  the  twentieth  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  they  recommended  to 
the  counties,  cities,  and  great  towns, 
which,  had  not  then  been  reprefent- 
ed,  td  eledt  delegates  during  this  in¬ 
terval.  They  exhorted  them,  44  as 
they  refpedted  their  own  confiftency, 
as  they  wiflied  for  the  fuccels  of  a 
parliamentary  reform,  and  as  they 
tendered  the  perpetual  liberty  and 
prolperity  oi  their  country,  tofei/^c 
this  opportunity  of  effecting  that 
great  and  neceflary  confirmation  o£ 
the  conftitution.” 

The  national  congrefs  met  again, 
pursuant  to  its  adjournment,  on  the 
twentieth  of  January  1785.  They 
now  made  an  appearance  more  re- 
ipedtable  in  point  of  numbers  than 
they  had  in  the  preceding  October* 
Twenty-ieven  counties,  exclufive 
of  cities  and  coniiderable  towns, 
were  laid  to  be  now  reprefented  in 
the  national  congrefs  ;  and  the  de¬ 
legates  exceeded  the  number  of  two 
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hundred.  On  the  lame  day  the 
parliament  met  for  its  lecond  feftioru 
One  of  the  firft  objects  fubmitted  to> 
their  attention,  were  a  number  of 
propofttions,  relative  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  intercourfe  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  which  had  been  di¬ 
gested  by  commillioners  from  both 
kingdoms,  feledted  by  adminiftra- 
tion  for  that  purpofe.  The  propo- 
litions  were  received  in  the  Irilh 
houfe  of  commons  with  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fatisfadfion  and  good 
humour  from  both  Ikies  of  the 
houfe. 
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Meeting  of  Parliament .  Speech  from  the  Throne,  Add-refs.  Termination 
of  the  VPflminf  cr  Scrutiny .  P arli  ament  ary  Reform, 


TH  E  parliament  of  Great  Brit¬ 
tain  affembled  for  its  Second 
feffion  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Janu¬ 
ary  1785.  The  exifting  administra¬ 
tion  appeared  to  have  gained  all  that 
permanence  in  office,  which  per¬ 
haps  is  the  indifpenfible  prerequi* 
hte  to  able  and  public  Spirited  mea¬ 
sures  in  the  Service  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  They  had  the  good  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  their  country¬ 
men,  and  they  were  believed  to 
poliefs  the  unrefbrved  confidence  of 
their  Sovereign.  In  the  unufual 
and  extraordinary  feffion  of  May 
17^4,  they  began  and  carried 
twftmgh  two  regulations  of  the 
higheft  importance,  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  India,  and  for  the  improve* 
*  ment  of  the  revenue  by  the  fup- 
preffion  of  illicit  trade.  They  in¬ 
deed,  in  fome  meafure,  inherited 
thefe  momentous  fubjeds  from  their 
predeceflors  in  office.  But  they  had 
at  lead  met  them  fully,  explicitly, 
and  unequivocally  ;  and  entire  cre¬ 
dit  was  givdn  them  for  a  Spirit  of 
activity  and  adventure  in  their  offi¬ 
cial  capacity.  Befide  a  variety  of 
other  Subjects,  which  naturally  came 
before  them  in  the  period  of  which 
we  are  to  treat,  the  more  equal  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  ,  was  a 
b.ufinefs  in  which  the  character  and 
the  Sincerity  of  the  minider  were 
deeply  involved  ;  and  the  investi¬ 
gations  of  the  comnddiopers  of  ac¬ 
counts  had  already  too  long  remain-? 
od  gn  inactive  fpecuiation,  and  were 
a  fruitful  fource  of  renovation,  re¬ 
trenchment,  and  patriotism.  There 


wefts  other  fubjeds  .of  greater  deli* 
cacy  than  thefe  "that  forced  them- 
felves  upon  the  general  attention. 
The  difednt^nts  and  the  commo¬ 
tion;  of  Ireland  required  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  a  Skilful  mader.  We 
have  already  fieen  the  bold  and  Se¬ 
vere  meafures  which  miniders 
thought  themfelves  obliged  to  a- 
dopt  in  Uiat  country  •  and  if  Some¬ 
thing  was  neceflary  to  check,  Some¬ 
thing  alfo  perhaps  was  neceflary  to 
heal  the  growing  difaffedion  of  the 
Irifh  nation.  The  lad  objed  that 
demanded  the  interference  of  mini¬ 
dry  was  the  liquidation  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debtf  Former  projeds  had 
been  found  by  experienced*  o  be  nu¬ 
gatory,  inadequate,  and  futile.  The 
nation  had  now  gained  a  Situation 
of  entire  "tranquillity,  and  was  per¬ 
haps  to  make  her  lad  experiment  o£ 
this  kind.  The  minifler  had  the 
Sanguine  temper,  and  the  fervour  of 
youth,  which  were  perhaps  necef- 
fary  to  carry  him  through  this  ar¬ 
duous  bminefs ;  and  he  had  beflde$ 
the  example  of  our  ufual  antagonist 
upon  the  fubjed,  to  dired  and  to 
Stimulate  him. 

In  the  Speech  from  the  throne, 
with  which  the  feffion  -was  opened, 
the  earlied  topic  that  was  mention¬ 
ed,  was  th@  adjustment  of  fucb  points 
i.n  the  commercial  intercourse  be¬ 
tween  Great1  Britain  and  Ireland,  as 

t  f 

were  not  yet  finally  arranged.  The 
king  was  perfiuaded  that  the  fydem 
which  Should  unite  both  kingdoms 
the  mod  clofely  on  principles  of 
reciprocal  advantage,  would  bed  in- 
' '  *  '  '  ■  '  •  ■  ■’  1  fure 
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fpre  the  general  profperity  of  the 
empire/  Amidlf  the  lyinptoms  of 
animoiity  upon  the  continent,  he 
received  from  all  foreign  powers 
the  ftrongeft  aflu  ranees  of  their  good 
ftifpofition  towards  this  country. 
He  had  ordered  the  eftimates  tor 
the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  he  con¬ 
fided  in  their  liberality  and  zeal  to 
grant  the  neceflary  fupplies,  with 
a  juft  regard  as  well  to  oeconomy? 
as  to  national  credit, 'and  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice.  He  mentioned  the  luc- 
cel's  chat  had  attended  the  meafures 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  illicit  trade  ; 
and  he  recommended  to  parliament 
to  apply  with  continued  aftiduity  to 
this  important  objedt.  He  alfo  re¬ 
commended  to  their  conftderation 
the  reports  of  the  commiftioners  of 
accounts.  And  he  concluded  with 
obferving,  that  they  might  depend 
upon  his  hearty  concurrence  in  e- 
very  meafure,  which  could  tend  to 
alleviate  the  national  burthens,  to 
fecure  the  true  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  and  promote  the  gene¬ 
ral  welfare  of  his  people, 

The  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the 
fpeech,  was  moved  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  by  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  and 
feeonded  by  lord  Walfingham,  and 
pafled  without  any  fort  of  opposi¬ 
tion.  In  the- houle  of  commons  it 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Phelips,  the  re- 
prefentative  for  Somerfetlhire,  and 
feeonded  by  Mr.  Edwards,  member 
for  the  borough  of  Maidftone  in 
Kent,  The,  earl  of  Surrey  rofe  in 
reply  to  thefe  gentlemen.  He  con¬ 
ceived  the  fpeech  to  contain  many 
capital  and  important  omiflions. 
By  the  form  of  expreftion  in  which 
the  eftimates  were  mentioned,  he 
was  altogether  at  a  lols  to  know 
whether  any  new  burthens  were  in¬ 
tended.  If  the  minifter  had  the 
profpedt  of  carrying  through  the 
neceffities  of  the  year  without  them, 


HISTORY. 

it  was  pity  the  public  was  not  early- 
made  acquainted  with  the  deft  table 
intelligence.  Another  matter,  of 
which  he  had  expedted  to  have  heard 
iomething,  was  the  farther  reduce' 
tion  of  the  army.  He  mentioned 
with  the  raoft  unqualified  cenfure 
the  attachments  that  had  lately  been 
iffued  againft  the  Iheriffs  in  Ireland 
for  having  convened  aflemblies* 
which  he  could  not  confider  as  o- 
ther  than  perfectly  legal  and  con- 
ftitutional.  He  animadverted  on, 
the  king’s  profelfed  inclination  to 
concur  in  every  thing  that  could 
tend  to  fecure  the  true  principles  of 
the  conftitution.  Did  the  lpeech. 
allude  to  the  flagrant  attack  that 
had  been  made  upon  the  nioft  im¬ 
portant  charafteriftic  of  the  confti¬ 
tution,  the  trial  by  jury,  in  the  af¬ 
fair  of  the  dean  of  St.  Afaph  ?  Did 
it  refer  to  the  violated  rights  of  e- 
ledlion  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Weft- 
minfter  ferutiny  r  Or  was  it  rather 
to  be  confidered  as  alluding  to  the 
propofed  reform  of  the  repreienta- 
tion  in  parliament  ?  Mr.  Pitt  re¬ 
plied  to  lord  Surrey,  He  mention¬ 
ed  the  line  of  prudent  referve  which, 
in  this  early  ftage  of  public  bufinefs 
it  became  him  to  maintain  with  re- 
fpedl  to  feveral  of  the  fubjedts  which 
had  been  mentioned.  But  he  was 
more  explicit  upon  the  bufinefs  of 
a  parliamentary  reform.  Perhaps 
he  did  not  differ  from  lord  Surrey 
in  thinking  that  the  moll  pradtica- 
ble  mode  of  accomplifhing  it,  would 
have  been  to.  bring  it  avowedly  for¬ 
ward  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
On  this  bufinefs  he  laboured  incei- 
fantly.  It  was  that  which  of  all 
others  was  neareft  his  heart ;  but 
at  this  very  early  period  of  the  fef- 
fion,  to  ftate  it  fpecifically  was  im- 
pplfiblf .  Much  there  remained  to 
be  done  ;  ,  and  his  ideas  were  not 
matured.  A  reform  in  parliament 
comprehended  a  great  variety  off 


+ 


BRITISH  AND 


confide  rations ;  it  related  to  the  ef- 
fentials  and  the  vitals  of  the  condi- 
tution.  In  this  path  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  tread  ;  but  he  knew  with 
what  tendernefs  andcircumfpedtion 
it  became  him  to  proceed  ;  and  he 
would  requefi  of  the  houfe  to  come 
to  the  fubjedf,  uni  n  Hue  need  by  any 
4>f  the  lchemes  and  hypothefes  that 
had  hitherto  been  fuggefied. 

Lord  North  replied  to  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  was  as  zealous  in  deprecating  a 
parliamentary  reform,  as  Mr.  Pitt 
had  been  in  recommending  it.  He 
however  agreed  with  the  ibis  filler  in 
wi  fifing  gentlemen  to  come  to  the 

O  , 

fubjeCt  uninfluenced  by  any  thing 
they  had  feen,  or  any  thing  that 
had  been  reported  to  them.  He 
was  particularly  larcaltical  on  a  cir¬ 
cular  letter,  written  by  the  reve¬ 
rend  Mr.  Wyvil,  chairman  of  the 
Yorkfhire  affociation,  on  the  27th 
of  December  1784.  In  this  letter 
it  was  laid,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would 
fupport  the  projedfed  reform  as  a 
man  and  a  miniiler.  Did  this  im¬ 
ply  that  he  could  do  more  as  a  mi- 
jiifler  than  he  could  as  a  man  ?  It 
was  added,  that  he  would  lupport  it 
honeftly  and  boldly.  Did  notthefe 
words  imply  as  if  a  fufpicion  had 
been  entertained  that  the  miniiler 
would  not  do  fo  much  as  the  man? 
Mr.  Wyvil  himlelf,  in  the  polUcript 
to  his  letter,  had  declared  that  the 
publication  of  it  would  in  his  opi¬ 
nion  do  infinite  difiervice  to  the 
caufe.  Thofe  furely  mull  be  lin¬ 
gular  fentiments,  which  it  would  be 
extremely  dangerous  to  print,  but 
which  it  was  right  and  juttifiable  to 
circulate  through  every  corner  of 
the  kingdom.  Lord  North  remind¬ 
ed  gentlemen,  who  had  formerly 
Voted  againil  a  reform,  of  the  inde¬ 
lible  diigrace  they  would  entail 
upon  themfelves,  if  they  gave  the 
bufinefs  propoled  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  his 
public  lituation,  a  lupport  which 


they  had  denied  him  as  a  private  in¬ 
dividual.  Mr.  B-urke  ridiculed. the 
fpeech  as  being  a  complete  model  of 
double  meaning  and  equivocation-. 
Thus  one  of  his  noble  Friends  had 
approved  it,  becaufe  it  boie  a  con¬ 
cealed  reference  to  a  parliamentary 
reform  ;  and  another  had  been  c- 
qually  forward  in  his  applaufe,  be¬ 
caufe  it  did  not  convey  any  fucli 
meaning.  Mr.  Burke  di (liked  the 
fpeech  fora  very  Prong  reafon  ;  for 
the  total  and  unpardonable  omiihon 
of  a  fubject,  in  companion  of  which 
all  confideration  of  a  parliamentary 
reform,  all  confideration  of  Ireland, 
dearly  as  he  loved  his  native  coun¬ 
try,  and  highly  as  he  wiflied  its 
welfare,  were  trivial  toys.  He 
therefore  moved  an  amendment,  by 
which  the  commons  fhould  declare, 
u  that,  convinced  by  fatal  experi¬ 
ence,  that  every  diverfion  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Eaft  Indies  mutt 
terminate  in  ruin  to  that  country 
and  burthen  to  this,  they  would  mi¬ 
nutely  enquire  into  pad  mifeon- 
dubt,  with  a  view  to  prevent  pecu¬ 
lation  in  future,  and  to  punilh  the 
offenders  if  they  could  poifibly  be 
difeovered.”  Mr.  Fox  recommend¬ 
ed  to  admini Oration  a  manly  and  de¬ 
cided  line  of  conduct.  He  hoped 
they  would  not,  if  they  faw  occalion 
to  the  contrary,  think  of  making 
any  farther  reduction  of  the  army. 
He  hoped  they  would  have  firm- 
nefs  enough,  if  additional  burthens 
were  requifite  for  funding  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  national  debt,  and 
for  providing  an  annual  furplus  in 
the  nature  ot  a  finking  fund,  to  pro- 
pofe  iuch  meafures  as  were  necef- 
iary.  Let  ad  mini  Oration  be  com- 
poled  of  what  men  it  might,  and 
let  their  political  opinions  be  what 
they  would,  thefe  were  great  na¬ 
tional  objedfs,  and  in  the  purfuit  of 
them  they  might  reft  afi ured ly  of 
his  hearty  lupport.  Mr.  Fox  re¬ 
probated 
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probated  tbe  mode  of  i {filing'  at¬ 
tachments  from  the  court  of  king  s 
bench  in  Ireland.  If  the  pillars  of 
the  conftitution  were  to  be  flapped, 
and  the  (acred  right  of  juries  to  be 
invaded,  the  expected  reform  was 
frivolous  and  futile.  He  would 
not  fay  that  the  meafure  might  not 
be  neceifary  here,  and  that  in  Ire¬ 
land  circumftances  might  render  it 
inexpedient.  But  he  mull  infill 
that  in  both  cafes,  the  meetings  for 
the  purpole  of  obtaining  a  reform 
were  the  fame.  They  could  not 
polfbiy  be  laudable  and  innocent 
in  one  country,  and  guilty,  unlaw¬ 
ful  and  deferving  of  punifhment 
in  another.  The  amendment  was 
rejected,  and  the  addrefs  carried 
nemine  contradicente. 

The  bulinefs  of  the  fcrutiny  into 
the  poll  taken  for  the  city  of  Wert- 
miniler  at  the  general  election, 
which  had  been  granted  by  the 
high  bailiff  at  the  requifition  of  ill* 
Cecil  Wray,  on  the  day  previous 
to  the  return  of  the  writ,  and  coun¬ 
tenanced  by  the  refolutions  of  the 
feffion  of  1784,  was  warmly  taken 
up  by  the  party  by  whom  the  re¬ 
folutions  had  been  originally  op- 
poled.  The  fcrutiny  had  now  ex¬ 
ited  for  a  period  of  eight  months. 
Two  parifhes  out  of  leven  into 
which  Weftminller  is  divided,  were 
nearly  Unified  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  parliament  for  its  fe- 
cond  feihon  ;  tmd  as  one  of  thcl'e 
parifhes  was  particularly  fmall,  it 
was  fuppofed  that  the  bulinefs 
already  gone  through  amounted  to 
about  one  eighth  of  the  bulinefs 
depending  before  the  court  of  fcru¬ 
tiny.  In  the  firfl  parifli  feventy- 
one  votes  had  been  fcrutinized  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  twenty- 
five  {truck  off  from  the  poll ;  thir¬ 
ty-two  were  fcrutinized  on  the  part 
of  lir  Cecil  Wray,  and  the  deduc* 
don  amouutcd  to  twcnty-feven.  In 


the  fecond  parifli  upwards  of  two 
hundred  votes  were  inveftiaated  z, 
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and  in  conlequence  of  the  difcuf- 
lion,  Mr.  Fox’s  majority  fuffered  a 
diminution  of  eighty,  and  fir  Cecil 
Wray’s,  the  examination  of  which 
was  not  yet  doled,  a  diminution  o£ 
lixty.  Such  was  the  ifate  of  fads, 
from  which  either  party  was  to  ar¬ 
gue  the  expediency  or  inefficacy  of 
a  further  progrefs  in  the  bulinefs. 

O11  the  firfl:  of  February  it  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Welbare  Ellis,  who 
had  originally  taken  the  lead  in  the 
affair  before  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  the  high  bailiff,  together  with 
Mr.  Hargrave,  his  original  legal 
afleflbr,  and  Mr.  Murphy,  by  whom 
Mr.  Hargrave  had  been  1'upCrfeded, 
fliould  attend  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe.  The  next  day  a  petition 
from  feveral  of  the  electors  of  Wefl¬ 
minller  in  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Fox, 
was  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  houfe 
by  colonel  Richard  Fitzpatrick* 
On  the  eighth  of  February,  the 
houfe  entered  upon  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  high  bailiff,  and  on  the 
ninth  the  queflion  refpeding  the 
continuation  of  the  fcrutiny  was 
regularly  difeuffed.  In  the  couri’e 
of  the  examination  Mr.  Fox  having 
been  betrayed  into  fome  warmth, 
was  called  to  order  with  a  degree 
of  afperity  by  lord  Mulgrave.  Mr, 
Fox  did  not  however  quietly  acr 
quiefoe  in  the  rebuke  he  had  re* 
ceived.  With  regard  to  lord  MuR 
grave’s  interruption  of  him,  that 
nobleman  might  take  upon  him  the 
office  of  his  cenfor  if  he  thought 
proper.  There  was  no  man’s  cen* 
lure  that  he  lefs  dreaded,  or  that  he 
lefs  felt.  He  defied  him  to  move  a 
cenfure  upon  his  words,  and  de¬ 
clared  that  no  power  on  earth  fliould 
make  him  retradl  a  fyllable.  He 
would  make  no  apology  for  the 
warmth  with  which  he  had  oxpreff- 
e?xi  himfelfl  Hr  fliould  be  a  wretch, 

a  mean 5, 
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3  mean,  miferable  and  abject  wretch, 
worthy  only  of  the  abhorrence  and 
deteftation  of  mankind,  if,  circilm- 
flanced  as  he  was,  he  could  refrain 
from  warmth,  and  curb  thole  feel- 
inns  which  were  the  charafteri fries 
of  a  man,  and  which  thofe  who 
did  not  poffefs,  neither  could  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  any  great  and  good  actions 
for  their  country,  ql*  of  any  thing 
worthy  the  name  of  man. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ellis  was 
precifely  coincident  with  that  which 
he  had  propofed  in  the  laft  feffion. 
In  fupport  of  it  he  particularly  ai¬ 
led  ged  the  declared  fentiment  of 
the  high  bailiff,  that  the  authority 
under  which  he  acled  was  the  refo- 
lution  of  that  houfe,  and  that  if 
their  authority  were  withdrawn, 
his  proceedings  mu  ft  neceffarily 
ceafe.  With  this  confeffion  could 
there  be  need  of  any  arguments  to 
prove,  that  in  granting  a  feru tiny- 
on  the  very  day  when  his  writ  ex¬ 
pired,  he  had  added  without  any  au¬ 
thority,  and  without  any  legal  war¬ 
rant  for  his  conduct  ?  Mr.  Ellis 
dwelt  on  the  miferable  imbecility 
of  the  court  of  ferutiny.  The  high 
bailiff  had  no  power  to  fummon 
witneffes.  Such  as  attended  came 
there  voluntarily,  and  the  money 
they  received  in  confequence  of 
their  attendance  came  under  a  very 
different  defeription  from  that  which 
was  received  by  witneffes,  who  ap¬ 
peared  under  a  fubpocna  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  courts  of  juftice,  Here  it 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  bargain,  and 
could  not  fail  to  influence  the  evi¬ 
dence  that  was  delivered.  The 
court  of  ferutiny  had  no  power  to 
iinpole  an  oath.  It  appeared  from 
the  evidence  at  the  bar,  that  they 
had  in  various  inftances  been  treat¬ 
ed  with  falfe  witnefs,  with  prevari¬ 
cation,  and  with  the  extreme!!  con¬ 
tempt.  The  court  had  no  power 
to  commit  a' witnefs  that  was  guilty 
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of  any  ,pf  thefp.  An  opinion  had 
indeed  been  delivered  by  fir  Lloyd 
Kenyon,  mailer  of  the  rolls,  that 
the  court  of  ferutiny  poffeffed  this 
prerogative,  becaufe  every  court 
neceffarily  pofleffed  the  powers, 
which  were  eflTential  to  the  ends  of 
its  exiftence.  But  he  appeared  to 
be  Angular  in  this  opinion,  and  at 
any  rate  the  high  bailiff'  entertain¬ 
ed  a  different  fentiment,  and  had 
refu  fed  to  exercife  the  power  with 
which  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  veiled. 
It  had  been  imagined,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceeding’s  of  the  ferutinv  might  be 
flnifhed  in  a  few  months,  or  a  few 
weeks  ;  it  had  been  pretended  that 
there  had  been  a  flagrant  irregu¬ 
larity  and  indecency  in  the  Well- 
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min  Her  election  which  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  countenance  extraordinary 
proceedings,,  Both  thefe  opinions 
were  refuted  by  the  experiment  that 
had  been  made.  The  arguments  of 
Mr.  Ellis  were  fupported  by  Mr, 
Frederic  Montagu.  He  conlidered 
the  fubjecl  as  an  affair  of  extreme 
delicacy.  The  houfe  had  heard 
opinions  on  the  fubjefft,  which  gave 
him  the  moll  ferious  alarm.  They 
had  heard  grave  law  authorities 
publilh  dodfrines  inconflllent  with 
every  idea  he  entertained  of  the 
conllitution.  They  had  hazarded 
opinions  in  their  ardour  on  this 
fubjebt,  which  had  expofed  them 
to  the  ridicule  of  the  houfe  ;  a  thing 
which  gave  him  unealinefs.  Men, 
appointed  to  lit  in  the  feat  of  juftice, 
and  to  adminifter  the  law  of  the 
land,  were  not  in  his  mind  proper 
members  of  a  popular  affembly. 
They  were  liable  to  be  heated  by 
the  violences  of  contention,  and  to 
imbibe  a  portion  of  party  ipirit,  by 
which  they  might  be  fubjedled  to 
the  ridicule  of  the  houle  and  that 
fort  of  flippant  rebuke,  which  ought 
never  to  be  applied  to  the  dignified 
character  of  a  judge. 
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Mr.  Pitt  was  of  an  opinion  op- 
pofite  to  that  ot  Mr.  Ellis.  He 
conceived  that  the  expediency  of 
the  fcrutiny  was  amply  j uftified  by 
the  experiment,  and  not  lefs  de¬ 
monstrated  by  the  bad  votes  of  the 
lofing,  than  by  thole  of  the  fue- 
cefsful  candidate.  It  had  been  urged 
that  the  poll  itfelf  been  a  fcrutiny. 
But  the  numerous  votes  that  had 
been  detected  in  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  the  bulinefs  had  complete¬ 
ly  refuted  this  alter t ion.  Mr.  Pitt 
laid  confide  cable  11  refs  on  the  cir- 
c  urn  fiance  which  had  come  out  in 
evidence,  that  the  bad  votes,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Mr.  Fox,  had  been  parti¬ 
cularly  charged  upon  the  parities 
of  Saint  Margaret  and  Saint  John. 
It  would  therefore  be  particularly 
abfurd  to  put  a  hop  to  the  fcrutiny, 
at  the  very  moment  when  they  were 
upon  the  eve  of  entering  upon  the 
fufpefted  pari  flies.  The  high  bailiff 
bad  pr®  poled  to  make  thefe  parifhes 
the  lecond  objecT  of  his  inveiliga- 
tion  ;  but  it  had  been  objected  to 
bv  Mr.  Fox.  To  this  objection  the 
high  bailiff  had  fubmitted  ;  but  in 
fo  doing  he  had  added  improperly, 
Iince  it  was  the  effabli’flied  rule  of 
all  courts,  that  the  petitioner  fliould 
be  allowed  to  produce  his  charges 
in  the  form*  and  fuceeffion  that  he 
might  judge  moil  expedient.  Mr. 
Pitt  treated  the  delays  that  had 
been  created  as  violent  and  unneccf- 
fary.  It  had  been  the  objedt  of 
Mr.  Fox  that  as  lirtle  progrefs  as 
poffible  fliould  be  made  in  the  feru- 
tiny  in  a  given  time  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  bulinefs  fliould  pro¬ 
ceed  with  all  pradlicable  flownefs. 
He  imputed  tGO  a  lhare  of  the  delay 
to  Mr.  Hargrave.  He  had  a  great 
relpedl  for  the  talents  of  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  the  depth  of  his  knowledge, 
and  his  lkill!  in  antiquities.  He 
knew  how  to  apply  the  fyllem  of 
his  own-  court  of  chancery  to  the 
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method  chalked  out  in  the  court  of 
fcrutiny.  His  labour  and  indullry 
were  unremitted,  and  his  fagacity 
was  fo  great,  and  for  this -Mr.  Pitt 
appealed  to  the  evidence  he  had  re¬ 
cently  delivered,  that  he  could  con¬ 
found  and  perplex,  and  render  that 
unintelligible  to  hi  ml  elf  which  was* 
clear  to  all  the  world  befide,  with 
great  profeffional  ingenuity.  Mr. 
Pitt  treated  with  particular  feverity 
the  propolal  made  by  Mr.  Fox’s 
coimfel  to  accommodate  the  con¬ 
venience  of  Mr.  FXargrave  by  re¬ 
quiring  his  attendance  only  for  ati 
hour  and  a  half  every  day.  He 
concluded  with  proposing  lev  era  I 
methods  by  which  he  believed  the 
bulinefs  of  the  fcrutiny  might  be 
greatly  abridged. 

Mr.  Fox  defended  the  eh  a  rafter 
and  proceedings  of  Mr.  Hargrave. 
He  would  alk, , if,  Iince  Mr.  Murphy 
had  taken  his  place,  the  fcrutiny 
bad  been  conducted  with  greater 
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difpatch.  The  contrary  was  noto- 
rioufly  the  truth.  Mr.  Pitt  was 
difpofed  to  accelerate  the  proceed¬ 
ings  by  freeing  the  high  bailiff  from 
the  fuppofed  neceffity  by  which  he 
thought  himfelf  bound  to  make  no 
new  regulation,  which  fliould  not 
meet  the  concurrence  of  both  par¬ 
ties.  Mr.  Fox,  on  the'  contrary, 
affected,  that  the  molt  effectual  way 
to  procure  difpatch,  was  to  obtain 
the  approbation  of  the  parties  to 
the  regulations  that  were  adopted  ; 
and  in  this  the  conciliating  diipo- 
fition  and  the  engaging  manners  of 
Mr.  Hargrave  had  been  particu¬ 
larly  ufeftth  Mr.  Fox  deprecated 
the  perfecution  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  He  had  al¬ 
ways  w idled  to  Hand  well  with 
him.  Fie  remembered  the  day 
when  he  firil  congratulated  the 
houfe  on  the  acquilition  of  his  abi- 
liti  es.  It  had  been  his  pride  to  fight 
fide  by  lide  with  him  the  battles  of 
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the  conftitution.  He  might  indeed 
have  been  prepared  to  find  in  him 
a  formidable  rival,  a  rival  that 
would  leave  him  far  behind  in  the 
purfuit  of  glory  ;  but  he  had  never 
expected  that  he  would  have  de¬ 
fended  fo  low  as  to  be  the  perfe- 
cutor  of  any  man.  He  fancied 
that  he  had  leen  in  him  too  much 
generofity  of  foul,  too  much  ele¬ 
vation  of  mind  for  fo  groveling  a 
paffion  to  find  an  afylum  in  his 
breaft.  He  would  not  however  with¬ 
hold  from  minifters  the  fat  is  faction 
of  knowing  that,  however  zealous 
he  and  his  friends  might  be,  pro¬ 
traction  muft  overcome  them.  He 
eonfidered  the  prefent  mealure, 
with  rcfpeCt  to  We  dm  infer,  as  a 
fuecedaneum  to  expullion.  The 
cafe  of  the  Middlefex  election, 
which  had  been  fo  much  reprobat¬ 
ed,  had  at  lead  the  merit  of  being- 
more  manly ;  for  the  proceeding 
now  held  accompli  filed  the  fame 
end  of  expullion,  without  daring 
to  exhibit  any  charge  againft  the 
perfon  expelled. 

The  queition  was  carried  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  continuation  of  the 
fc rutin /  by  a  majority  of  174,  who 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  to  135  in 
the  negative.  The  high  bailiff  was 
then  acquainted,  “  Firft,  that,  he 
was  not  precluded  by  the  refolution 
of  the  lad:  fejlion  from  making  a 
return,  whenever  he  was  fatisfied 
hi  his  own  judgment  he  could  do 
fo  ;  and  fecondly,  that  the  houfe 
was  not  fatisfied  that  the  fcrutiny 
had  been  proceeded  in  as  expedi- 
tioufly  as  it  might  have  been  ;  that 
it  was  his  duty  to  adopt  and  inforce 
fuch  juft  and  reafonable  regulations 
as  fliguld  appear  to  him  mod  likely 
to  prevent  unnecefiary  delay  in  fu¬ 
ture  ;  that  he  was  not  precluded 
from  fo  doing  by  the  want  of  con- 
fent  of  either  party  ;  and  that  he 
fnight  be  affined  "of  the  fupport  of 
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the  houfe  in  the  difchafge  of  his 
duty.”  The  argument  againft  the 
fcrutiny  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Pelham,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mr.  Joliffe,  Mr.Vmer,  Mr.  Powys, 
Mr.  Eden,  lord  North,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Adam,  Mr. 
Anftruther,  Mr*  John  Seott,  Mr. 
Michael  Angelo  Tavior,  Mr.  Baf- 
tard,  Mr.  Martin,  and  Mr.  Burke. 
It  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Arden,  Mr. 
Bearcroft,  and  Mr.  Hardinge. 

But  Mr.  Fox  and  his  party  did 
not  readily  depart  from  the  mea- 
lure  they  had  propofed.  The  di- 
vilion  of  the  ninth  of  February 
was  not  attended  with  the  mini  tier’s 
ufual  majorities,  and  an  expectation 
was  indulged  that  the  queition 
might  finally  be  carried  againft  him 
in  lpite  of  all  the  obflacles  he  could 
interpofe.  A  fecond  petition  was 
prefented  on  the  part  of  the  eleCtors 
of  Weftminlter  on  the  eighteenth 
of  February,  praying  to  be  heard 
by  their  evidence  and  by  their  coun- 
fel,  and  Hating  that  the  evidence' 
that  had  been  given  to  the  houfe  in 
the  former  infiance  had  been  iin- 
perfeCt.  Their  petition  was  heard 
.on  the  twenty  ^fir  ft  ;  and  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  which  they  alluded  wras 
particularly  the  confeifion  of  the 
high-bailiftj  that  Mr.  Fox’s  uoun- 
fel  had  propofed  that  the  parifli  of 
Saint  Margaret’s  and  Saint  John’s 
fhould  be  made  the  fecond  objeCt  of 
examination,  and  that  the  propofal 
was  refufed  on  the  part  of  fir  Cecil 
Wray.  In  the  courle  of  the  day 
a  propofal  was  made  in  the  houfe 
by  lord  Muncafier  to  Mr.  Fox,  au¬ 
thorized  by  fir  Cecil  Wray,  by 
which  he  offered  to  adjourn  the 
fcrutiny  immediately  to  the  parifhes 
of  Saint  Margaret’s  and  Saint 
John’s,  to  object  to  four  hundred 
votes  for  Mr.  Fox,  and  with  the 
examination  of  them  to  dole  the 
fcrutiny.  If  he  difqualified  lb  great 
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a  number  as  to  obtain  a  majority  on 
The  poll,  then  Mr.  Fox  ibould  be 
at  liberty  to  petition  the  houfe  un¬ 
der  Mr.  Grenville’s  bill  ;  and  if 
he  did  not  difqualify  them,  then  he 
would  himfelf  give  up  the  ferutiny, 
and  the  right  of  petitioning  after- 
i  wards.  The  propofal  was  rejected. 

Previoufly  to  the  hearing  of 
counlel,  it  was  moved  by  lord  Fre¬ 
deric  Campbel,  44  That  the  coun- 
iel  be  restrained  from  going  into 
any  .  matter  hut  fitch  as  tended  to 
prove  the  evidence  formerly  of¬ 
fered  to  the  hotife  defective  and  in¬ 
complete,  or  luch  as  had  been  dii- 
eovered  lince  that  evidence  was 
produced.”  The  p'rofefied  objeT 
of  this  motion  was  to  limit  the 
counlel  from  entering  into  the  ge¬ 
neral  quellion  of  the  legality  of 
the  icrutiny,  which  had  already 
been  twice  folemnly  decided  by  the 
houfe.  The  motion  was'  warmly 
contefted  by  oppolition,  and,  it 
bein^  carried  in  the  affirmative,  the 
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counlel  declined  offering  any  thing 
to  the  houfe  in  fupport  oi  the  pe¬ 
tition.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Ellis 
was  then  renewed  by  colonel  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  and  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  nine.  Finally,  on  the  third  of 
March  it  was  repeated,  for  the  third 
time,  by  Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  car¬ 
ried,  ayes  162,  noes  124,  The 
ferutiny  was  thus  abruptly  termi¬ 
nated,  and  the  high  bailiff  next 
day  made  a  return  of  lord  Hood 
and  Mr.  Fox. 

The  fame  evening  on  which  this 
quellion  had  been  carried,  it  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Fox,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  eighth  of  June 
preceding,  relative  to  this  fpbjedl, 
Should  be  expunged  from  the  jour¬ 
nals..  But  it  being  objected,  that 
to  put  this  motion  at  a  late  hour, 
and  without  previous  eotice,  would 
be  to  take  the  houfe  bv  furprize, 
Mf.  Fox  agreed  to  adjourn  the  de- 
cilion  to  the  ninth  day  of  March, 


On  that  day  the  perfon  who  firff 
rofe  in  fupport  of  the  quellion,  was 
Mr.  Philip  Francis.  He  obierved 
that  he  had  not  fpoken  in  any  of* 
the  former  debates  upon  this  iub- 
jeH,  nor  oppofed  the  ferutiny  other- 
wile  than  by  a  file  nr.  vote.  In  this 
fate  of  the  bufmefs  he  took  part 
with  particular  pieafure,  becaufe 
the  quellion  had  now  nothing  per- 
fonal  in  it.  A  complete  admiffion 
had  been  made  of  the  claims  of  the 
electors'  of  Weflminfter  in  the  pre¬ 
lent  cafe,  and  of  their  reprefenta- 
fives.  The  quellion  was  now  pub¬ 
lic  and  national,  and  every  indi¬ 
vidual  in  the  kingdom  had  an  equal 
interelt  in  the  decifton  of  it.  Mr. 
Francis  maintained  that  the  quei- 
tion  of  the  legality  was  already  de¬ 
cided.  The  vote  that  put  an  end 
to  the  ferminy,  virtually  declared 
again  ft:  it.  If  it  were  legal,  if  the 
high-bailiff’s  court  were  a  compe¬ 
tent  court,  exerciling  a  lawful  ju- 
rifdiciion,  it  would  have  been  a 
moft:  exorbitant  act  of  power  in 
that  houfe  to  have  interpoied  pen¬ 
dente  life,  to  have  Hopped  the  trial, 
and  prevented  a  regular  decilion.  of 
it.  If  the  ferutiny  were  legal,  fir 
Cecil  Wray’s  claim  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  court  on  the  merits  of 
his  caufe,  was  a  claim  of  right  of 
which  nothing  but  violence  could 
deprive  him.  Was  there  any  other 
court  of  juftice  in  the  kingdom* 
whofe  proceedings  between  party 
and  party  could  be  flopped  by  a 
vote  of  the  houfe  of  commons  ? 
Thofe  who  had  already  decided  the 
incompetency  of  the  court,  could 
not  but  be  ready  to  employ  their 
exertions  to  deftroy  fo  perpetual  a 
reproach  upon  the  juftice  and  'ho¬ 
nour  of  the  houfe  as  the  votes  bv 
which  the  ferutiny  had  been' origi¬ 
nally  countenanced. 

* 

Mr.  Pitt  was  extremely  zealous 
in.  urging  the  houle  not  to  incut 
luch  a  difgracc  as  would  follow  the 
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rcfcinding  tlieir  former  refolutious. 
The  plaineft  legal  analogies,  the 
jnoft  obvious  precedents  in  the 
point,  the  drongeft  con  visions  of 
reafon  and  of  right,  together  with 
the  pride  of  coniiilency,  and  the 
jealoufy  of  incorruptible  but  in- 
iulted  integrity,  mud  preclude  the 
poffibility  of  a  compliance  with  the 
prefeht  motion.  He  exulted  in  the 
complexion  of  the  exulting  houle  of 
commons,  which,  notwithstanding 
the  difadvantages  infeparable  from 
the  imperfect  mode  ot  its  election, 
xetained  fo  much  of  the  charabter- 
aftic  dignity  of  the  Britifh  nation. 
He  attributed  this  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure  to  Mr.  Fox  and  his  colleagues 
an  office,  who,  by  preffing  forward 
a  crilis  the  moil  momentous  and 
important  that  was  to  be  found  in 
our  hiftory,  had  routed  every  ex¬ 
ertion  of  public  fpirit  that  remain¬ 
ed  among  the  people,  and  had  cen¬ 
tered  the  weight  of  thofe  exertions 
in  the  affembly  he  addreded.  The 
prefent  houle  of  commons,  with  a 
manlinefs  and  liberality,  that  be¬ 
came  the  reprefentatives  ©f  a  liberal 
people,  had  proceeded  in  the  face 
of  the  drongeft  and  moll  obftinate 
prejudices  to  the  reform  of  every 
abufe  that  militated  againfl  the 
great  end  of  the  conftitution.  Mr. 
Pitt  dill  indulged  the  additional 
hope  to  fee  every  local  prepolfef- 
lion,  which  now  flood  between  the 
empire  and  its  true  ifitereds,  va- 
njfli.  He  derived  a  flattering  pre- 
fage  from  the  character  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  great  quedion  which  was 
neared  to  llis  heart,  that  on  which 
the  whole  and  only  prolpedl  of  a 
final  triumph  over  every  obdacle  to 
great  net's  and  to  glory  depended, 
that  which  alone  could  entitle  En- 
glifhmen  to  the  appellation  of  free, 
and  that  which  mud  finally  enlure 
to  wife,  to  virtuous,  and  to  condi- 
tutional  endeavours,  a  victory  over 
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fadious  ambitioh  and  corrupt  v<*£ 
nality,  the  dupendom  quedion  of 
a  parliamentary  reform,  would  be 
taken  up  by  them  with  a  determiri- 
ed  and  upright  boldnCis,  and  be 
crowned  with  the  mod  memorable 
fuccefs.  Fie  warned  that  adembly 
which  Mr.  Fox  had  id  repeatedly 
treated  with  the  mod  indolent  invec¬ 
tive  and  contempt,  thofe  hew  mem¬ 
bers  with  which  the  houfe  had  been 
crowded  on  the  opening  of  the  iel- 
fion,  u  men  with  whole  faces  nobody 
was  acquainted,”  not  to  be  deduced, 
by  thofe  meretricious  blandidiments 
which  the  good  humour  of  one  1'uc- 
celsful  day  had  drawn  from  that 
gentleman,  into  a  dereliction  of 
principle,  a  violation  of  law,  and. 
an  unmerited  felf-condemhatiori* 
The  quedloh  was  carried  in  the  ne¬ 
gative,  ayes  137,  noes  242. 

The  bulinefs  of  a  parliamentary 
reform  appears  to  have  been  taken 
up  by  Mr.  Pittas  a  miniderial  mea- 
fure,  and  to  have  received  from  him 
a  confiderable  degree  of  attention. 
It  was  a  favourite  meafure  with  fe- 
veral  leading  pentlemen  of  the 
county  ot  York.  Thofe  periods 
had  originally  been  conliderably 
attached  to  the  marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham  ;  but  the  death  of  that  no¬ 
bleman,  and  the  fubfequent  con- . 
du£l  of  his  adherents,  appears  to  have 
edranged  their  affedlions.  In  Mr. 
Pitt  they  believed  they  had  found 
every  thing,  which  they  had  ill  vain 
hoped  fdr  in  their  former  favourites. 
They  accordingly  entered  into  his 
caul'e  wi^Ii  the  utmod  zeal,  and 
Were  not  {'paring  either  of  reproach 
or  rep u lie  to  the  men  to  whom  he 
had  oppofed  himfetf*  Influenced 
by  the  early  warmth  with  which  he 
had  taken  up  the  bufmefs  of  a  more 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  parliament,  and  mduced  by  the 
blandidiments  and  mutual  good  of¬ 
fices  that  had  palled  between  him- 
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fclf  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  county 
of  York,  he  pledged  himieif  in  the 
mod:  folemn  manner  to  make  one 
grand  and  decidve  effort  to  obtain 
the  objeCt  of  their  vows.  We  have 
already  alluded  to  the  circular  let¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  Wy vil,  chairman  of  the 
Yorkshire  committee,  in  which  he 
was  authorifed  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  de¬ 
clare,  “  that  he  would  bring  for¬ 
ward  the  fubjedt  of  a  parliamentary 
reform  as  early  as  podible  in  the 
feffion  ;  that  he  would  fupport  his 
intended  propodtions  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  ihrength,  and  that  he  would 
exert  his  whole  power  and  credit, 
as  a  man  and  as  a  minider,  honeftly 
and  boldly,  to  carry  fuch  a  fydem 
as  fhould  place  the  conftitution  on  a 
footing  of  permanent  lecurity.” 

It  was  therefore  in  concert  with 
the  friends  of  the  meafure  in  didant 
provinces,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the 
fir  ft  of  February,  gave  notice  of  his 
intended  motion.  A  fpecific  plan 
had  been  handed  about,  as  being 
the  refult  of  the  lad  deliberations 
of  the  minifter  ;  and  Mr.  Fox  now 
took-  occaiion  to  enlarge  upon  the 
preference  of  a  general  propodtion. 
To  enter  into  particulars  previoufly 
to  the  q ue iti on  being  regularly 
brought  before  parliament,  would 
have  the  effect  of  occadoning  pub¬ 
lic  meetings  without  doors,  and  of 
caufing  a  variety  of  opinions  to  be 
promulgated.  The  relult  would  be 
that  fome  fet  of  ideas  or  other  would 
be  adopted  by  the  people  ;  and  by 
thefe  the  mover  of  the  propolition 
would  be  bound  down  as  well  as  the 
houfe.  Thus  the  freedom  of  de¬ 
bate  would  be  fruit  rated,  and  the 
fubjeCt  would  not  corne  before  them 
as  it  ought  to  do,  fully  and  impar¬ 
tially,  without  prejudice  or  re* 
ftraint. 

;  It  was  not  till  the  eighteenth  of 
April  that  Mr.  Pitt  called  the  amftfc 
non  of  the  houfe  to  this  important 


fubjeft.  He  was  aware  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  that  mull  at  all  times  fubfift, 
and  the  pertinacity  he  mull  expert 
to  encounter,  in  propofing  apian  of 
reform.  But  he  rofe  with  hopes  in¬ 
finitely  more  fanguine  than  he  had 
conceived  at  any  former  period* 
There  never  was  a  moment  when 
the  minds  of  men  were  more  en¬ 
lightened  on  this  intereding  topic  ; 
there  never  was  a  moment  when 
they  were  more  prepared  for  its  dif- 
culdon.  Many  objections,  which 
had  been  urged  from  time  to  time 
again  ft  reform,  would  not  lay  a- 
gaind  his  propofitions  ;  and  the 
queilion  was  new  in  all  its  ihapes  to 
the  prefent  parliament.  Mr.  Pitt 
was  particularly  alFiduous  to  remove 
the  objection  of  innovation.  He 
faid  that  if  members  Went  along 
with  him  in  a  retrofpeCl  to  the  ear- 
lied  periods  of  our  hi  dory,  they 
would  find  his  propofal  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  coincident  with  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  ages.  As  far  back  as  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  the  Firft,  be¬ 
fore  which  didinCl  deferiptions  of 
men  could  not  be  traced  in  the  re« 
p re  dentation,  the  franchrfe  of  elec¬ 
tion  had  condantly  fluctuated  ;  the 
number  of  members  had  frequently 
varied ;  even  the  reprefentation  of 
the  counties  had  not  been  uniform. 
Thefe  changes  had  been  owing  to 
the  difcretion  which  was  repofed  in 
the  executive  branch  of  the  legifla- 
tare  to  ium/non  whom  they  pleafed 
to  parliament.  In  thole  early  pe¬ 
riods,  fuch  was  the  notion  of  re- 
prefentation,  that  as  one  borough 
decayed,  and  another  flourifhed,  the 
fird  was  aboliflied,  and  the  fecond 
inveded  with  the  right.  The  alter¬ 
ations  were  not  made  upon  princi¬ 
ple.  They  did  not  rife  from  any 
fixed  rule  laid  down  and  invariably 
purfued  ;  but  they  were  founded  in 
a  maxim,  the  application  of  which 
was-  intruded  to  the  crown,  that 
F  th© 
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the  principal  places,  and  not  the 
decayed  boroughs,  fhould  be  called 
upon  to  exercife  the  right  of  elec¬ 
tion.  King  James  theFirft,  in  his 
firft  proclamation  for  calling  a  par¬ 
liament,  directed  that  the  fhenffs  of 
the  county  fhould  not  call  upon 
fuch  boroughs  to  fend  members,  as 
were  fo  uttdrly  ruined  as  to  be  in¬ 
capable  or  unintxtled  to  contribute 
their  fhare  to  the  reprefentation  of 
the  county.  He  mentioned  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Cromwel,  an  authority 
for  which,  as  he  laid,  he  had  in  ge¬ 
neral  no  great  reverence,  whofe  op¬ 
position  to  Charles  the  Firft  began 
in  licentioufnefs,  and  ended  in  ty¬ 
ranny.  It  had  been  declared  by 
the  protestor,  that  there  Ihould  be 
a  greater  proportion  of  knights  than 
of  burgeftes  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  ;  and  it  was  the  obfervation 
of  lord  Clarendon,  that  the  plan 
was  worthy  of  a  more  legitimate 
authority,  and  of  better  times.  Mr. 
Pitt  concluded  his  liiftorical  detail 
with  obferving,  that  it  was  by  the 
act  of  union,  that  the  number  of 
the  members  or  the  houfe  of  corn- 
pons  was  fixed,  and  from  the  date 
of  that  aft  of  union,  and  not  before, 
that  the  difcretion  of  the  crown  was 
at.  an  end. 

He  remarked,  that  if  the  difcre¬ 
tion  of  former  periods  of  our  hiftory 
were  now  exercifed,  and  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power  called  whom  It  p  leafed 
to  parliament,  there  were  few  but 
would  conceive,  that  the  liberties  of 
this  country  were  totally  annihil¬ 
ated.  For  this  difcretion  he  was  no 
advocate  ;  but  he  wiftied  to  eftablilh 
a  permanent  rule  to  operate  like  the 
difcretion,  out  of  which  the  confu¬ 
tation  had  fprung.  He  contended 
that  the  maxim  upon  which  it  was 
founded  mould  now  prevail,  but 
that  it  fhould  be  refeued  from  the 
.accident  and  caprice  in  whicli  it  had 
before  been  involved*  He  wiftied 
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to  bring  forward  a  plan  that  fhould 
be  complete,  gradual  and  perma¬ 
nent.  It  was  his  purpofe  to  fee  an 
arrangement  made,  which,  while  it 
corrected  the  prefent  inadequate 
ftate  of  reprefentation,  fhould  pre¬ 
fer  ve  the  purity  that  was  once  re- 
ftored,  and  give  to  the  conftitution 
conftfte'ncy,'  ail'd,  if  poifrble,  immor¬ 
tality.  His  plan  therefore  would 
be  final ,  and  would  not  be  expofed 
to  the  hackneyed  objection,  that  if 
a  door  was  opened  to  innovation,  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  ftiut  out  the 
wildeft  fchemes  of  the  maddeft  pro¬ 
jectors  ;  and  that  if  they  began  td> 
corred,  there  might  be  danger  that 
they  might  be  drawn  on  till  they 
parted  with  every  thing  eftablifhed, 
and  every  thing  valuable. 

It  was  a  principle  upon  which 
Mr.  Pitt  ftrongly  infilled,  that  his 
plan  was  not  executed  by  an  ad  of 
power,  and  did  not  proceed  upon 
disfranchisement.  He  would  take 
it  as  an  axiom,  that  there  were 
thirty-fix  boroughs  fo  decayed,  as 
to  render  them  the  immediate  ob- 
jeds  of  his  propofed  fuppreifton.  It 
Was  his  defign,  that  the  prefent 
number  of  the  houfe  of  commons- 
fhould  be  preserved  entire  and  in¬ 
violate  ;  and  thefe  feventy-t  wo¬ 
rn  embers  ho  would  add  to  the  coun¬ 
ties  in  fuch  proportions  as  the  wil- 
dom  of  parliament  might  preferibe  ; 
the  number  to  remain  fixed  and  un¬ 
alterable,  He  propofed  that  the  bo¬ 
roughs  fhould  be  disfranchifed  only 
on  the  voluntary  application  to  par¬ 
liament  of  two-thirds  of  their  elec¬ 
tors.;  and  in  order  to  induce  that 
application  he  recommended  to  the 
houfe  the  eftablifhment  of  a  fund 
[one  million]  for  the  purpofe  of 
porch  a  ling  the  franchife  of  fuch  bo¬ 
roughs  as  might  be  whiling  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  it  under  the  circumftances 
he  had  mentioned.  It  might  be 
faid  perhaps3  that  it  did  not  become 
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that  houfe,  for  wild  and  chimerical 
fpeculations,  to  involve  their  con¬ 
stituents  in  additional  burthens ;  but 
he  trufted,  that  in  a  matter  fo  dear 
and  important  to  Englishmen  they 
would  not  be  intimidated  by  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  coif,  lie  con¬ 
ceived  the  purchafe  to  be  above  all 
price  ;  it  was  a  thing  for  which  the 
people  of  England  could  not  pay 
too  dear.  He  alluded  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war.  Should,  we  have  fuller¬ 
ed  the  calamities  to  which  they  had 
lately  been  expofed,  if  there  had 
always  been  a  houfe  of  common?, 
the  faithful  Stewards  of  the  intereft's 
of  their  country,  the  diligent  checks 
on  the  administration  of  the  finances, 
the  constitutional  advifers  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  branch  of  the  legislature, 
and  the  Steady  and  uninfluenced 
friends  of  the  people  of  England  ? 
Mr.  Pitt  was  aware  that  there  was 
a  fort  of  fq  ueamillmefs  and  coynefs 
in  that  houfe  in  talking  of  what 
might  be  the  proper  consideration 
for  the  purchafe  of  a  franchife.  Out 
of  doors  it  was  pretty  well  under¬ 
stood  that  they  had  no  great  objec¬ 
tion  to  negociate  the  fale  and  the 
purchafe  of  feats.  But  he  would 
aSk,  was  it  after  all  fuch  an  infult 
to  an  Englishman  to  afk  hirn  to  fell 
his  invaluable  franchife  ?  Was  there 
any  immorality  in  receiving  a  pe¬ 
cuniary  consideration  for  the  cefiion 
of  a  valuable  benefit  to  our  coun¬ 
try  ?  The  operation  of  the  Scheme 
Mr.  Pitt  propofed,  would  not  be  im¬ 
mediate,  at  lean  in  its  fullefh  ex¬ 
tent,  but  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
neither  would  it  be  How  and  distant 
in  its  completion.  He  was  fanguine 
enough  to  perfuade  himfelf  that, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  prefent 
parliament,  the  benefit  of  his  plan 
would  be  felt;  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  objection  to  its  being  gra¬ 
dual  would  be  the  lefs  regarded, 
from  the  confidence  placed  by  the 
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people  of  England  in  their  prefent 
reprefentatives.  Parliament  had 
been  elected  under  circumstances 
which  made  it  dear  to  Englishmen. 
It  had  not  yet  forfeited  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  country,  and  he  was 
warranted  m  faying  that,  with  fuch 
a  houfe  of  commons,  the  constitu¬ 
ent  body  would  not  be  eager  for  the 
immediate  accomplishment  of  the 
reform.-  The  other  particulars  of 
Mr.  Pitt’s  plan  were  the  admitting 
or  copyholders  to  an  equality  with 
freeholders,  and  the  extending-  the 
fritichife  in  popular  towns,  where 
the  electors  were  few,  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  in  general.  He  intended  in 
like  manner  to  purchafe  the  fran¬ 
chise  of  other  boroughs  befides  the 
original  thirty-fix,  and  to  transfer 
the  right  of  returning  members  to 
large  towns  hitherto  .unrepresented, 
upon  their  presenting  a  petition  to 
parliament  to  be  indulged  with  this 
privilege.  The  refult  of  his  plan, 
according  to  a  calculation  that  was 
made,  was  to  give  one  hundred 
members  to  the  popular  i  mere  ft  in 
the  kingdom,  and  to  extend  the 
right  of  election  to  one  hundred 
thoufand  perfons,  who,  by  the  ex¬ 
isting  provisions  of  law  were  ex¬ 
cluded  from  it, 

Mr.  Powys  warmly  oppofed  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Pitt.  lie  charged 
the  minister  with  having  pronounc¬ 
ed,  with  his  ufual  elegance  and 
force  of  expression,  a  funeral  ora¬ 
tion  on  the  constitution  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  In  the  Same  breath  indeed,  he 
celebrated  that  constitution  as  the 
moft  excellent  in  the  world,  as  the 
perfection  and  the  envy  of  human 
wifdom  ;  but  he  configned  it  to  a 
mere  immortality  of  fame,  by  urg¬ 
ing  the  houfe  at  once  to  put  an  end 
to  its  existence.  Had  the  people  of 
England,  Mr,  Powys  enquired, 
called  for  a  reform  ?  There  wera 
but  eight  petitions  upon,  the  table, 
fa  No ; 
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No ;  the  bufinefs  in  which  Mr.  Pitt 
had  unfortunately  engaged  himfelf 
was  a  volunteer  crufade,  the  mere 
knight-errantry  of  a  political  Quix¬ 
ote.  Mr.  Powys  would  not  admit 
that  the  untoward  circumflances 
which  had  occurred,  and  the  fluc¬ 
tuations  of  the  ffate,  originated  in 
the  imperfections  of  the  confiitu- 
tion.  The  profperity  and  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  the  empire  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  vary  under  the  bed,  as 
well  as  under  the  word:  form  of  go¬ 
vernment.  He  regretted  the  me¬ 
lancholy  confequences  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war  as  much  as  any  man  could 
do ;  but  could  it  be  faid  that  that 
war  depended  on  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  boroughs  ?  He  did  not 
chufe  to  go  into  the  detail  of  the 
fcheme  now  fubjeCted  to  the  cunii- 
deration  of  parliament.  But  thus 
much  he  would  fay,  that  no  pecu¬ 
niary  confideration  diould  induce 
him  to  forego  the  privilege  and  the 
glory  of  having  it  in  his  power  to 
introduce  to  the  l'ervice  and  atten¬ 
tion  of  his  country  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  Mr.  Pitt  had 
laboured  to  latisfy  the  houfe  that 
his  fydem  was  final  ;  and  that  it  fet 
bounds  to  the  fpeculative  reforma¬ 
tions  of  all  future  theorifis.  This 
he  faid,  but  he  did  not  prove  it.  It 
was,  on  the  contrary,  an  example, 
a  precedent,  an  incitement  to  the 
wildeft  and  moft  paradoxical  no¬ 
il  rums  they  could  devife.  They 
got  by  it,  what  Archimedes  want¬ 
ed,  a  foundation  for  their  inven¬ 
tions,  a  fulcrum  from  which  they 
could  throw  the  parliament  and  the 
confiitution  of  England  into  the  air. 
It  was  impoflible  for  him  to  con¬ 
template  the  fubjeCt  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  patience.  He  was  as  much 
mailer  of  it  the  firft  moment  it  was 
ftated,  as  if  he  had  revolved  it  for 
years.  He  would  not  therefore  call 
for  the  order  of  the  day,  or  treat  it 


either  with  deference  or  referve. 
Its  purpofes  were  fo  hoftile  to  the 
confiitution,  fo  menacing  and  un¬ 
qualified,  that  he  was  clearly  for 
meeting  the  quefiion  in  front,  and 
giving:  it  a  direCt  and  unequivocal 
contradiction. 

Lord  North  followed  in  the  fame 
firain  of  objection.  He  faid  that 
from  the  filence  of  the  people  of 
England,  he  was  authorifed  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  they  made  themfelves 
perfectly  eafy  about  a  parliament¬ 
ary  reform,  and  were  fully  fatisfied 
with  the  ftate  of  reprefentation  in 
that  houfe.  The  people  of  Bir¬ 
mingham  were  wifer  than  to  call  for 
any  innovation  in  the  confiitution. 
A  member  for  a  confiderable  coun¬ 
ty,  the  county  of  Suffolk,  had  in 
all  the  news-papers  addreffed.  his 
conflituents  for  infiruCtions  how  he 
fliould  vote  on  the  quefiion  of  a 
parliamentary  reform.  But  to  this 
moment  they  had  not  given  him 
any  directions  upon  the  fubjeCt.  A 
meeting  had  been  fummoned  for  the 
purpofe  of  infiruCtion  in  the  firft 
city  of  the  empire  ;  and  though  the 
bu linefs  of  the  meeting  was  matter 
of  general  notoriety,  only  three 
hundred  perlons  attended.  He 
begged  to  know  where  there  exified 
in  Europe,  or  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  a  people  fo  happy  as  thofe 
who  lived  under  the  Britifh  confii 
tutian  ?  Where  was  there  a  peopie 
fo  fully  in  poffeflion  of  their  liber¬ 
ties  or  their  rights  ?  The  faCt  was 
undeniable.  What  mattered  it  then, 
whether  the  perfons  who  fat  in  that 
houfe,  the  guardians  of  the  public 
freedom,  fat  by  the  election  of  a 
burgage  tenure,  a  borough,  or  a 
county  ?  While  the  people’s  rights 
were  lecure,  and  their  liberties  were 
fafe,  why  was  it  necelfary  to  make 
a  minute  enquiry  how*  they  came  to 
be  fafe  ? 

Mr.  WHbcrforce  fupported  the 

motion 
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motion  of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  remarked, 
that  the  dread  of  innovation  fo 
much  prevailed  in  the  minds  of  cer¬ 
tain  perfons,  that  in  order  to  avoid 
it  they  took  care  to  rejedl  even  any 
new  ground  of  argument ;  and  the 
houfe  was  now  entertained  with  the 
repetition  of  the  fame  obfervations 
and  the  fame  jokes,  which  they  had 
repeatedly  heard  before  on  fimilar 
occalions.  He  particularly  recom¬ 
mended  the  fyftem  of  reform,  as  it 
would  tend  to  diminifh  the  progrefs 
of  party  and  cehelion  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  from  which  he  was  convinced 
our  g  reate  ft  misfortunes  originated. 
There  were  men  and  parties  in 
Great  Britain,  which  derived  their 
power  and  influence  almoff  entirely 
from  the  bivrgage  tenures,  that  by 
this  biil  would  be  deft  roved.  The 
confequence  of  coalitions  and  par¬ 
ties  formed  on  one  fide  of  the  houfe 
was,  that  fimilar  engagements  were 
necefiarily  formed  on  the  other. 
And  for  his  part  he  longed  to  lee 
the  time,  when  he  fhould  come  into 
the  houfe,  and  give  his  vote,  diveft- 
ed  of  any  fentiments  of  attachment, 
that  fhould  induce  him  to  approve 
of  meafures  from  his  connection 
with  men.  Mr.  Wilberforce  ex¬ 
plained  the  circumftances  of  the 
Yorkfhire  petition,  which  he  difap- 
proved,  and  afferted  that  the  appli¬ 
cations  which  had  before  been  made 
to  parliament  upon  the  fubjedt  fu- 
perfeded  the  propriety  of  their  be¬ 
ing  renewed. 

Mr.  Fox  was  a  friend  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  a  more  equal  reprefenta- 
tion ;  but  this  did  not  reftrain  him 
from  animadverting  upon  various 
particulars  in  the  proceedings  of 
Mr.  Pitt.  He  blamed  him  forvainly 
endeavouring  to  defend  himfelf  a- 
gainft  the  idea  of  innovation.  From 
the  earlieft  periods  of  our  govern¬ 
ment  the  principle  of  innovation, 


or,  as  it  might  more  properly  be 
fiyled,  of  amendment,  was  neither 
more  nor  lei's  than  the  practice  of 
the  eonfiitution.  Every  lpecies  of 
government,  exclufive  of  abfolute 
monarchy,  was  in  a  ftate  of  fluc¬ 
tuation,  arid  fhould  be  expeCbd 
gradually  to  improve  when  experi¬ 
ence  came  to  the  aid  of  theory  and 
(peculation,  The  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  called  for  an  alteration  in  the 
popular  branch  of  their  government. 
To  their  voice  he  by  no  means  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  was  obliged  to  conform,  when 
they  were  directed  by  a  fudden  im¬ 
pure,  or  the  infatuation  of  a  mo¬ 
ment.  But  it  fhould  always  be  o- 
beyed  in  points  upon  which  the  ex¬ 
perience  and  refleCfion  of  years  had 
taught  them  finally  to  decide.  Mr. 
Fox  beftowed  his  particular  appro¬ 
bation  upon  that  principle,  which 
by  a  diminution  of  the  members  for 
boroughs,  tended  to  increafe  the 
proportion  of  knights  of  the  fhire. 
But  though  lie  was  fincerely  delir- 
ous  of  feeing  the  meafure  brought 
completely  before  the  houfe,  yet  he 
trufted  that  the  parts  of  the  plan 
would  in  the  committee  experience 
a  very  confiderable  degree  of  modi¬ 
fication  and  amendment.  As  it  now 
flood,  admitting  only  the  firfl  prin¬ 
ciple,  every  other  part,  and  the 
means  taken  to' obtain  the  principle, 
were  highly  exceptionable.  He  did 
not  hefitate  to  declare  that  he  would 
never  agree  tc  the  purchafing^from 
a  majority  of  electors  the  property 
of  the  whole.  There  was  in  this 
fo  much  injufiice  and  fo  much  re¬ 
pugnance  to  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
eonfiitution,  that  he  could  not  en¬ 
tertain  the  idea  for  a  moment. 
There  was  fomething  injurious  in 
holding  out  pecuniary  temptations 
to  an  Englifhman  to  relinquifh  his 
franchife.  He  entertained  an  opi- 
F  3  nionf 
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aion,  which,  though  not  a  popular 
one,  he  was  always  ready  to  avow, 
that  the  right  of  governing  was  not 
a  property  but  a  trull,  and  that 
whatever  was  given  for  conftituti- 
onal  purpofes  fhould  be  refumed 
when  thofe  purpofes  were  no  longer 
fubferved.  Mr.  Fox  was  ferry  that 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  all  the  warmth 
he  profefied  in  the  bufinefs,  did  not 
take  the  mod;  conciliating;  mode  of 
acquiring  ftrength  to  it,  Inftead 
of  reproaching  charafters  of  the 
greateft  weight  in  parliament  for 
confining  therrrfelv.es  to  old  obfer- 
‘vations  and  arguments,  he  fljould 
rather  tremble  for  the  fuccefs  with 
which  thefe  old  obfervations  had 
formerly  been  applied,  . and  the  con¬ 
trary  fate  which  had  attended  the 
novel  and  variable  liyle  of  the  mi- 
nifler.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt  was 
fupported  by  Mr.  Arden  and  Mr. 
Henry  Dundas,  It  was  oppofed  by 
lord  Mulgrave,  lord  Frederic  Camp- 
bel,  Mr,  Bankes,  Mr.  Rolle,  Mr. 


Burke,  and  Mr.  William  Young. 
Upon  the  queftion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill  the  houfe  divided, 
ayes  174,  noes  248.  The  majority 
again  ft  a  parliamentary  reform  was 
precifely  the  fame  as  it  had  been  in 
the  preceding*  felfion,  when  the  que¬ 
ftion  was  brought  forward  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Saw  bridge. 

On  the  third  day  of  May  Mr. 
Sawbridge  repeated  his  annual  mo¬ 
tion  for  fhortening  the  duration  of 
parliaments.  He  profefied  to  enter- 
tain  ilender  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and 
very  little  was  faid  on  either  fide 
upon  the  queftion.  It  was  remark¬ 
ed  by  lord  Surrey,  that  if  a  juft  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  could 
have  been  obtained,  he  fhould  have 
had  no  objection  to  extending  the 
duration  of  parliaments  to  (even  or 
even  more  years  ;  but  that  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  obtained,  he  fhould  fup- 
port  the  prefent  queftion.  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
confiderably  more  than  two  to  one. 


C  H  A  P.  VI, 

Votes  of  Supply,  'Fort  if  cations ,  Newfoundland,  Affairs  of  India ,  Debts 

of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot. 


THE  bufinefs  of  the  fupplies 
of  the  year  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  in  its  ufuai  routine.  On  the 
fecond  of  February  a  relblution  was 
moved  for  18,000  feamen.  The 
army  eftimates,  wdiich  were  moved 
on  the  fifteenth,  were  taken  at 
18,053  men.  Upon  this  occafion 
the  bufinefs  of  the  four  reduced  re¬ 
giments  was  refumed  from  the  lafl 
feffion,  and  the  queftion  was  agi¬ 
tated  refpedting  the  fuperior  eligi¬ 
bility  of  maintaining  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  regiments  with  fewer  private 
jjienr?  or  an  inferior  number  of  re¬ 


giments  with  full  companies.  The 
laft  prcpolition  was  ftrenuoully  fup¬ 
ported  by  colonel  Fitzpatrick.  The 
ordinary  of  the  navy  was  voted  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  February. 
Upon  this  occaiion  Mr.  HiifTey  ani¬ 
madverted  upon  feveral  of  the  funis 
in  the  eftimates,  and  particularly 
upon  a  charge  of  i6,oool,  for  build¬ 
ing  a  houle  in  one  of  the  dock¬ 
yards  for  a  commiffioner.  He  faid, 
he  hoped  that  Mr.  Charles  Brett, 
who  had  on  feveral  occaiions  fhewn 
himfelf  an  enemy  to  works  of  mere 
oftentation  and  parade,  would,  now 
v  that 
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that  he  was  in  office,  join  with  him 
in  reprobating-  fuch  an  application 
of  the  public  money,  at  a  time 
when  ceconomy  was  extremely  ne~ 
ceffary . 

But  the  bufinefs  that  excited,  more 
attention  than  any  other  depart¬ 
ment  of  fitpply  was  that  of  the  ord¬ 
nance.  Very  confiderabie  and  ex¬ 
pensive  fortifications  had  been  plann¬ 
ed  by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the 
mailer  general,  fio  early  as  the  year 
1782,  The  defign  of  this  fyftem 
was  •  extremely  different  from  any 
mode  of  fortifications  that  had  been 
previoufly  adopted  in  this  country, 
and  was  the  iefu it  of. the  experi¬ 
ence  and  the  alarms  of  the  combined 
war.  An  adequate  degree  of  atten¬ 
tion  does  not  feem  to  have  been  paid 
to  the  fubjeCt  till  it  was  font e what 
advanced  in  its  execution,  and  it 
was  Buffered  to  pafs  as  a  matter  of 
co uric.  But  as  the  Turn  of  50,000!. 
was  annually  moved  for,  in  order 
to  carry  on  thefe  works,  the  bufi- 
nefs  gradually  engaged  the  thoughts 
and  reflection  of  many  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  confider- 
abl-e  both  in  their  numbers  and  in 
their  importance.  The  bufinefs  was 
brought  forward  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  February,  and  was  per¬ 
mitted  tG  receive  the  function  of  the 
houfe  in  its  nlual  forms,  under  the 
idea  that  it  fhould  be  fuggeited  a- 
gaiu  for  reconfideration.  In  the 
interval  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Holdf- 
worth,  member  for  Dartmouth,  that 
there  fhould  he  laid  before  the  houfe 
an  account  of  the  ex  pence's  already 
incurred  in  the  bufinefs  of  fortifica- 
tionat  Plymouth,  Portlmouth,  Gol- 
port,  Chatham,  Dover,  and  Sheer- 
nefs,  together  with  a  report  of  the 
probable  expence  of  completing  the 
fortifications  of  Plymouth  and  Portf- 
mouth. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  March  it 
was  moved  by  Mr,  Ballard,  mem- 
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her  for  the  county  of  Devon,  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  fup- 
ply  on  the  Ordnance  elfimate  fhould 
be  recommitted.  On  thisoccafion, 
captain  James  Luttrel  of  the  navy,. 
Purveyor  general  of  the  office  of 
ordnance,  entered  into  a  circum- 
flandal  defence  of  the  project  of  the 
duke  of  Richmond.  He  remarked, 
that  the  importance  of  the  queftion 
claimed  for  it  the  moll  ferious  and 
deliberate  difeuflion.  The  national 
treafury  had  been  greatly  exhaufted 
by  the  late  unfortunate  war,  and 
oeconomy  in  every  department  of 
adminiftration  was  highly  expedi¬ 
ent.  But  to  ne<BeCt  the  molt  efTen- 
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tial  preparations  for  the  future  Pafe- 
ty  of  the  kingdom,  would  be  to  a- 
dopt  a  ruinous,  impolitic,  and  de- 
fponding  patfimony,  not jufiified  by 
any  public  difafier,  or  afiy  fatal  ne- 
cefiity.  He  was  adverfe  to  a  gene¬ 
ral  fyflem  of  defending  the  kingdom 
by  fortifications.  It  would  he  only 
furmt'hing  an  advantage  to  an  in¬ 
vading  enemy.  The  deftruCtion  of 
a  country  town  could  never  decide 
the  fate  of  a  war  ;  but  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  the  principal  docks  and  na¬ 
val  ftores  of  the  kingdom  would 
flrike  at  the  very  root  of  our  pecu¬ 
liar  defence  ;  and  it  mull  be  of  the 
utmoil  importance  to  guard  againll 
fuch  a  blow.  To  protect  our  d  >ck- 
yards  effectually,  it  became  ne cef¬ 
fary  that  a  moderate  force  fhould  be 
able  to  repel  an  enemy,  till  the 
ftrength  of  the  country  could  be 
collected  ;  and  this  could  only  be 
effeCted  by  fortifications.  Veteran 
troops  only  could  be  oppofed  to  ve¬ 
terans  in  the  open  field  ;  and  lupe- 
rior  number  in  an  invading  enemy 
muft  probably  fucceed.  But  with¬ 
in  forts,  militia,  leamen,  and  al- 
moft  any  flout  fpirited  fellow  might 
be  as  ufeful  as  the  moft  experienced 
foldier.  There  was  only  a  certain 
limited  time  that  any  fortification 
F  4  •  could 
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could  hold  out  againft:  the  regular  ap¬ 
proaches  of  an  army,  unlefs  nature 
afforded  it  any  lingular  advantage, 
fuch  as  thofe  of  the  rock  of  Gibraltar. 
There  could  therefore  be  no  rifque 
that  an  enemy,  even  in  poffeffion  of 
the  proposed  fortifications,  could 
hold  them  for  a  conliderable  time 
again  ft  the  collected  force  of  this 
country.  But  the  poffeftion  for 
twenty-four  hours  of  a  lituation 
from  which  the  dock,  ftores,  and 
fhipping  might  be  affailed  with  red- 
hot  (hot  and  fhells,  would  be  a  fatal 
blow  to  the  navy. 

Befide  thefe  indirect  advantages 
Mr.  Luttrel  obferved,  that  the  im¬ 
mediate  benefit  to  the  fleets  of  this 
country  were  great  and  deciftve. 
The  fyflem  under  difeuflion  would 
remove  the  alarms  and  apprehen- 
fions  which  had  cramped  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  our  navy  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  war.  Inferior  in  number  of 
fhips  to  our  enemies,  Great  Britain 
would  be  ffill  more  inferior,  if 
French  troops  in  any  lituation  were 
fuffered  to  block  up  our  fliips  in 
their  ports,  and  thus  virtually  act 
as  an  increafe  of  the  naval  force 
with  which  we  had  to  contend.  The 
propofed  works  were  neceflary  to 
juftify  the  occalional  abfence  of  the 
channel  fleet,  whejg,  convoys  and 
other  extemporary  efforts  required 
its  attention.  Mr.  Luttrel  alluded 
to  the  lituation  of  this  country 
when  lord  Howe  failed  to  the  relief 
of  Gibraltar.  The  whole  of  the 
Dutch  navy  was  left  at  liberty  for 
near  three  months,  either  to  annoy 
our  coaft  and  our  trade,  or  to  co¬ 
ver  a  landing  of  French  troops,  if 
the  enemy  had  meditated  fuch  an 
expedition.  He  denied  that  any 
flew  acquifition  of  force  wa3  likely 
to  afford  us  any  fuperiority  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  war.  Tfte  lofs  of  America  had 
circumfcribed  the  extent  of  our 
commerce,  and  fewer  feaipen  muff 


be  the  neceflary  confluence. 
France  and  Spain  had  an  increaling. 
commerce,  a  more  numerous  fleet, 
improved  finances,  and  a  popula¬ 
tion  that  would  fupply  every  want 
both  by  land  and  by  fea.  The 
Dutch  navy  was  likely  to  be  far 
more  numerous  than  in  the  laffwar, 
and  a  combination  of  naval  ffrengrh 
againft  us  was  much  more  probable 
than  any  acquifition  of  alliance  in 
our  favour.  Thus  circumftanced 
he  wilh  d  the  navy  to  be  an  adtive 
force.  Fie  hoped  never  again  to  fee 
it  employed  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  defence.  Offeniive  war  was  beft 
fuited  to  the  genius  of  the  nation, 
and  the  only  me  that  could  termi¬ 
nate  with  honour,  advantage,  and 
glory  to  Britain. 

Mr.  Courtenay,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Luttrel,  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to 
declare,  that,  in  whar  he  fhould  fay 
upon  the  fubjedl,  he  was  actuated 
by  no  pique  or  perfonal  refentment 
againft  the  duke  of  Richmond.  He 
could  not  deny  tha"  he  had  per'e- 
vering  induftry,  and  was  poffefled 
of  fome  abilities  ;  but  it  was  rather 
unfortunate  for  this  country  that 
his  paffion  for  engineering  had  bro¬ 
ken  out  at  fo  late  a  period  of  his 
life.  When  an  old  man  fell  in  love, 
there  was  nothing,  however  ridicu¬ 
lous,  that  he  would  not  propole, 
and  nothing,  however  prepofferous, 
to  which  he  would  not  accede,  to 
accomplilh  the  gratification  of  his 
paffion.  Mr.  Courtenay  remarked 
upon  the  circumfiance  of  the  ma¬ 
iler  general  having  reduced  his 
plans  to  a  fmaller  fcale.  The  re¬ 
duction  itfelf  had  not  been  a  little 
expenfive,  fince  it  had  been  made 
by  pulling  down  large  works,  in 
the  eredlion  of  which  large  fums  of 
money  had  been  confumed,  to  place 
others  in  their  fiead.  For  himfelf 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  old 
works,  projefled  by  general  Con¬ 
ways 
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way,  were  put  in  repair,  it  would 
anfwer  every  eflential  purpofe  for 
the  prote&ion  of  the  dock-yard. 
But  be  that  as  it  would,  he  was 
completely  fatisfied,  that  the  lines 
of  fortification  under  confideration, 
were  by  no  means  calculated  to  an¬ 
fwer  the  purpofes  for  which  they 
were  intended. 

Captain  Macbride,  general  Bur- 
goyne,  and  colonel  Barre,  followed 
Mr,  Courtenay  on  the  fame  fide  of 
the  queftion.  1  he  colonel  began 
with  complimenting  the  country 
gentlemen  on  the  high  honour  they 
had  done  themfelves  by  the  part 
they  had  acted  in  this  bufinefs. 
He  reprobrated  the  doCtrine  that 
Mr.  Luttrel  held,  that  we  could 
not,  in  cafe  of  a  new  war,  make 
greater  efforts  at  fea.  He  infilled 
upon  the  radical  defied:  which  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  combined  fleet  of  two 
powers,  naturally  odious  to  each  o- 
ther.  Was  there  a  man  that  would 
hefitate  to  make  his  eledion  be¬ 
tween  the  fleet  of  a  fingle  power  of 
one  hundred  fail,  and  a  fleet  thus 
fituated  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
fail  ?  He  dated  circumflances  which 
made  it  wife  in  France  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  fortification,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  would  be  madnefs  in  us. 
He  animadverted  upon  the  projeds 
of  ceconomy  of  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond.  He  fly  led  the  corps  of  en¬ 
gineers  a  body  of  men  unproteded, 
negleded,  oppreffed.  He  Hated  that 
the  emoluments  of  their  officers 
were  fewer,  and  their  neceffary  pri¬ 
vate  eftablifhments  more  expenfive 
than  thofe  of  any  other  officers. 
To  point  the  ceconomy  of  govern¬ 
ment  at  the  corps  of  engineers  and 
artillery,  was  an  ill-advifed  mea* 
fare.  Thefe  were  the  only  parts 
of  the  army  founded  in  fcience,  and 
profeffionally  learned.  They  ought 
therefore  to  be  encouraged  as  much 
as  poffible,  and  to  be  didributed 
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through  the  other  military  corps  for 
the  extenfion  of  fcience,  not  to  be 
harraffed  with  new  and  diilreiling 
arrangements*  Colonel  Barre  con* 
traded  the  charader  of  the  prefent 
mailer  general  of  the  ordnance  with 
thofe  of  his  predecefibrs  in  office, 
and  particularly  lord  Townfliend. 
No  man  had  fought  for  fervice,  and 
courted  it  in  every  corner  of  the 
world  more  ardently,  nor  had  any 
man  come  out  of  office  with  cleaner 
hands,  ora  more  unimpeachable  in¬ 
tegrity.  What  were  the  armies  the 
duke  of  Richmond  had  command¬ 
ed  ?  Where  had  he  led  on  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops  to  conflid  and  to  vic¬ 
tory  ?  He  recommended  to  admini- 
dration  the  example  of  queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  when  this  country  was 
threatened  with  an  invafion. 
Though  die  had  a  Raleigh  in  her 
fervice,  and  other  great  and  diftin- 
guifhed  officers,  fhe  trufled  not  to 
the  advice  of  any  one  of  them.  She 
convened  a  meeting  of  the  mod:  ex- 
perienced  of  her  naval  and  military 
fervants,  and  profited  by  their  col¬ 
lected  wifdom.  Colonel  Barre  trud> 
ed  in  the  integrity  of  the  minider. 
He  laid  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  fortifying  where  he 
ought  to  fortify,  and  deferred  the 
thanks  of  his  country  for  the  exer¬ 
tions  in  which  he  was  employed. 
He  was  fortifying  the  empire  by- 
rooting  out  the  abufes  of  office,  by 
fcouring  the  channel  of  our  word: 
foe,  the  contraband  dealer,  Thefe 
were  true  fortifications ;  upon  thefe 
the  country  mud  depend,  and  they 
were  built  on  a  firm  bads. 

Mr.  Pitt  animadverted  withfeve- 
rity  upon  the  perlonal  attack  of  co¬ 
lonel  Barre  on  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  defended  his  character 
with  confiderable  warmth.  The 
duke  he  laid  was  not  deftitute  of  ex¬ 
perience,  and  had  lived  in  habits  of 
confidence  with  the  firffc  military 
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characters  of  the  prefent  age.  It 
was  well  known  that  he  had  made 
the  fubjeCl  of  engineering  his  parti¬ 
cular  ftudy  ;  and  nothing  appeared 
to  him  more  certain,  than  that,  if 
the  principles  of  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond  had  not  precluded  him  from 
taking  any  appointment  in  the  late 
war,  he  would  before  now  have 
commanded  armies,  and  probably 
led  them  to  the  moil  memorable 
victories.  Mr.  Pitt  however  coin¬ 
cided  in  the  idea  that  it  would  be 
advifeable  for  a  more  folemn  and 
general  opinion  to  be  taken  on  the 
iubjedt  of  the  fortifications  than 
that  of  the  board  of  ordnance.  He 
faid  that  there  had  been  50,000!. 
granted  lail  year  for  the  purpofe  of 
the  fortifications,  which  had  not 
yet  been  touched,  and  which  he 
fhould  be  extremely  willing  fliould 
be  retained  till  the  fubjeCf  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  deliberate  and  final  deci- 
fion.  This  propofal  was  accepted 
as  a  compromife  by  the  members 
who  had  oppofed  all  farther  pro- 
grefs  in  the  fyftem  of  fortification. 

Early  in  the  year  1784,  the  fet- 
tlers  of  Newfoundland  had  experi¬ 
enced  a  great  fcarcity  of  provifions. 
At  the  period,  when  their  neceffities 
were  the  moil  urgent,  feveral  vef- 
fels,  laden  with  the  fpecies  of  mer- 
chandife  of  which  they  flood  moil 
in  need,  arrived  from  the  United 
States  of  America.  Admiral  Camp- 
bel,  the  governor,  had  been  much 
at  a  lofs  for  the  mode  of  conduCl  it 
became  him  to  adopt  in  this  fixa¬ 
tion,  as  it  was  doubtful  how  far 
any  fubjeCt  of  commerce  might  be 
legally  imported,  though  in  Britifh 
bottoms,  from  an  independent  ftate, 
into  the  colonies  of  England.  To 
remedy  this  defedf,  a  bill,  which 
was  underflood  to  have  been  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Charles  Jenkinfon,  and 
which  was  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  was  introduced  into  the  houfe 


of  commons,  for  confining  for  a  li¬ 
mited  time  the  trade  betvveen  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the 
ifland  of  Newfoundland,  to  bread, 
dour,  and  live  flock,  to  be  import¬ 
ed  in  Britifh  Slips,  furnilhed  with  a 
licence  from  this  country.  A  diffi¬ 
culty  was  darted  upon  the  mbject, 
and  urged  with  particular  warmth 
•  and  perfeverance  by  Mr.  Eden. 
The  bill  was  confidered  by  him  as 
dellrudtive  of  the  navigation  laws 
of  this  country.  He  obferved,  that 
the  great  principle  of  thefe  laws 
was,  that  foreign  produce  could  not 
be  imported  into  the  Britifh  colonies 
without  being  previously  landed  in 
this  kingdom.  The  prefent  bill  af- 
fumed  and  was  founded  upon  a  prin¬ 
ciple  which  was  untrue.  It  pre¬ 
tended  to  confine,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  laid  open,  the  trade  of  the 
empire.  Pie  remarked,  that  how¬ 
ever  inapplicable  the  navigation 
laws  of  this  country  might  be  con¬ 
ceived  to  be,  to  abltradt.ed  theories 
of  commerce,  they  were  from  pecu¬ 
liar  circumflances  become  effential 
to  this  country.  Mr.  Eden  depre¬ 
cated  the  idea  of  adding  in  any  de¬ 
gree  from  paffion  or  party  zeal. 
The  objection  that  he  urged  was  in¬ 
timately  connected  with  the  beft  in- 
terefls  of  this  country  ;  and  in  a 
matter  of  this  fort  he  was  not  with¬ 
out  hopes  of  a  general  fupport.  The 
bill  was  oppofed  upon  a  different 
ground  by  Mr.  Brooke  Watfon.  Pie 
obferved,  that  Canada  and  Noya 
Scotia,  and  the  traders  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  were  competent  to  fupply  the 
ifland  of  Newfoundland  with  every 
thing  that  could  be  obtained  from 
the  States  of  America;  and  he  treat¬ 
ed  the  bill  as  a  matter  of  partialin- 
dulgence  to  the  merchants  of  Dart¬ 
mouth  and  Poole.  He  called  upon 
the  houfe  to  hear  evidence,  which 
1^  was  ready  to  produce  in  fupport 
of  what  he  affertcd.  The  ideas  of 
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Mr.  Eden  were  controverted  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  jenkinfon,  and  Mr. 
Beaufoy.  They  argued  againff 
them  from  analogy,  and  they  par¬ 
ticularly  indited  on  the  faff  that 
the  intercourfe  in  Britifh  fliips  be¬ 
tween  the  ports  of  Newfoundland 
and  thole  of  the  United  States,  had 
for  the  two  laft  years  been  actually 
eftab lifhed.  They  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  Supplying  Newfoundland 
from  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  Canada.  From  thefe  countries 
it  was  admitted  that  they  had  no¬ 
thing'  at  prefent  to  expedf ;  but  it 
was  added,  that  in  a  few  years  the 
exports  would  be  great.  Surely 
that  houfe  would  not  be  guilty  of 
fuch  a  mockery  of  our  fiihermen 
as  to  refer  them  to  the  dillant  pro- 
fpeff  of  future  years,  when  they 
applied  for  a  prefent  fupply  of 
bread.  With  refpedf  to  England, 
it  was  obferved,  that  if  file  could, 
as  was  afterted,  furniih  grain  of 
every  kind  at  a  cheaper  rate,  fhe 
would  undoubtedly  have  the  prefer¬ 
ence.  What  merchant  was  there 
fo  blind  to  his  own  interelf  as  to 
fend  his  veil'd  to  purchafe  corn,  at 
an  extravagantly  dear  market  at 
two  thoufand  miles  diftant,  when 
he  had  a  cheap  market  at  his  door  ? 
In  fine,  the  houfe  was  intreated  to 
extend  its  protection  to  a  bill  which 
was  obvioufiy  recommended  by  the 
moil  powerful  of  all  coniiderations, 
thofe  of  public  interelf,  of  j office 
and  humanity.  The  meafure  was 
Supported  by  lord  North,  who  how¬ 
ever  recommended  to  the  houfe  to 
hear  the  evidence  that  was  prepar¬ 
ed  on  the  fubjedl.  This  was  ob- 
jedled  to  on  account  of  the  urgency 
of  the  cafe,  and  the  bill  finally  re¬ 
ceived  the  Sanction  of  the  legifla- 
tnre.  ' 

The  affairs  of  India,  which  had 
engaged  fo  much  of  the  attention 
of  preceding  fefiions  of  parliament, 


and  were  now  conceived  to  have 
been  ultimately  adjufied,  did  not 
occupy  fo  large  a  portion  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  prefent  year. 
They  were  however  repeatedly 
brought  forward  by  fuch  perfons  as 
particularly  inte relied  themfelves  in 
the  tranfatftions  of  Indolfan,  or  by 
opposition,  who  confidered  this  de¬ 
partment  of  government  as  afford- 
ing  a  favourable  handle  for  theR 
animadversions.  It  was  obferved 
by  Mr.  Burke,  on  the  fir  If  day  of 
the  feffion,  that  our  Settlements  in 
the  Pen  niula  Seemed  to  be  arrived 
at  a  very  dangerous  crifis.  He  Har¬ 
ed  Mr.  Halfings  to  have  lately  con- 
tradfed  offend ve  alliances  in  India* 
and  afferted  the  probability  of  two 
wars  breaking  out  afrefii  in  that 
country.  He  obferved  on  the  drea¬ 
ry  and  inaulpicious  appearance  of 
the  plains,  as  deferibed  by  Mr.  Has¬ 
tings  in  a  letter  from  Lucknow  of 
the  thirtieth  of  March  1784.  Ele 
maintained  that  the  treafury  at  Cal¬ 
cutta  was  entirely  empty,  and  that 
the  orders  of  the  presidency  were 
negotiated  at  a  difeount  of  twelve 
per  cent.  Thefe  obfervations  were 
controverted  by  major  John  Scott, 
upon  occafion  of  the  vote  of  Tea¬ 
men  of  the  fecond  of  February. 
He  remarked  that  the  navy  of  this 
country  would  not  have  been  re¬ 
duced  eight  thoufand  men  lower 
than  the  eftajbliftiment  of  the  laft 
year,  if  the  minifters  of  the  king 
had  entertained  thofe  fearful  ap- 
prehenlions  of  war  which  had  dis¬ 
turbed  the  imaginations  of  fome 
perfons  in  that  houfe,  and  had 
alarmed  many  people  out  of  it.  It 
was  nearly  in  the  fame  interval 
that  Mr.  Burke  put  the  quelfion  to 
minifters,  whether  or  not  it  was  in¬ 
tended,  as  itfeems  was  at  that  time 
reported,  that  fir  Elijah  Impey 
fliould  return  to  his  office  of  chief 
judge  of  the  Supreme  court  of  ju- 
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dicature  in  Bengal.  The  enquiry 
was  enforced  by  Mr.  Fox,  who 
obferved,  that  under  the  circum- 
itances  of  the  recal  fuch  a  con  dud, 
if  the  report  was  true,  would  be 
the  moft  unparalleled  contempt  of 
that  houfe  that  had  ever  occurred. 
It  was  replied  by  Mr.  Dundas,  that, 
with  refped  to  his  return,  fir  Eli¬ 
jah  himfelf  could  give  the  moft  fa- 
tisfadory  anfwer  on  that  head  ; 
but  an  enquiry  had  adually  been 
commenced  by  government,  and 
was  now  in  progrefs,  into  his  con- 
dud  in  the  adminiflration  of  his 
office. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru¬ 
ary  a  motion  was-  made  by  Mr. 
Francis,  that  there  fhould  be  laid 
.before  the  houfe  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Ha  (tings  on  the  twenty-firft  of 
February  1784.  In  meaf tires  of 
reform  Mr.  Francis  faid,  fuch  as 
bad  for  fome  time  been  the  profeff- 
ed  fyffem  of  our  government  re~ 
fpeding  the  affairs  of  India,  it  was 
not  enough  to  fuperfede  fads  that 
bad  been  thought  improper,  the 
principle  itfelf  fhould  not  be  buf¬ 
fered  to  remain.  Principles  were 
the  fources  of  facts,  and  as  long  as 
they  continued,  new  fads  and  new 
circumflances  would  grow  out  of 
them.  It  was  from  that  perfuafion 
that  his  prefent  motion  originated. 
Mr.  Hafdngs,  in  the  letter  in  quef- 
tion,  enumerated  a  variety  of  claims 
which  he  advanced  upon  the  court 
of  directors,  and  which  having 
been  omitted  in  the  accounts  of  go¬ 
vernment,  had  been  accumulating 
for  feveral  years.  At  the  fame  time 
be  dated  that  he  had  paid  himfelf 
out  of  monies  privately  received  by 
him,  and  maintained  that  fuch  a 
mode  of  privately  taking  money 
was  that  bed  adapted  to  the  fitua- 
tion  and  profperity  of  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  affairs  in  India.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  debate  upon  this  queftion, 


Mr.  Burke  interrogated  major  Scott 
refpeding  his  agency  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Hadings.  The  major  in  reply 
declared  that  he  gloried  in  his  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  governor  general, 
but  at  the  fame  time  aliened  his  par¬ 
liamentary  independency  in  very 
warm  terms.  In  that  houfe  he  fat 
as  an  Englifhman,  as  a'  man,  who 
from  his  family  had  juft  as  good  a 
right  to  fit  there  as  Mr.  Burke,  or 
any  gentleman  on  either  fide  of  the 
houfe.  Mr.  Dundas  objected  to  the 
propoiition  of  Mr.  Francis.  If  he 
recollected  the  paper,  it  was  at  that 
time  under  the  conftderation  of  the 
board  of  control.  Should  the  houfe 
come  to  a  determination  to  call  for 
each  individual  letter  that  from  time 
to  time  was  lent  to  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors  from  India,  he  fhould  not 
oppofe  them.  He  obferved  how¬ 
ever  that  the  affairs  of  the  company 
were  now  under  arrangement  be¬ 
fore  a  board  whole  exidence  origi¬ 
nated  in  that  houfe.  It  was  upon 
that  account  the  lefs  effential,  that 
parliament  fhould  have  all  the  pa¬ 
pers  relative  to  India  before  them, 
and  it  was  better  that  they  fhould 
place  fome  confidence  in  their  own 
fervants.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis  paffed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  feventh  of  February  the 
court  of  directors,  in  purfuance  of 
the  ad  of  the  laft  feffion,  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  houfe  an  eflimate  of  their 
various  eftablifhments,  civil,  mili¬ 
tary,  and  commercial,  and  they 
were  made  the  fubjed  of  very 
pointed  animadverfion,  On  the 
fixteenth  of  February  Mr.  Francis 
took  oceafion  to  remark  on  the  very 
rapid  and  atlonifhing  increafe  of  the 
civil  edablifhment  of  Bengal,  In 
1774  it  had  flood  at  no  more  than 
i-?6,oool  ;  in  1776,  in  coufequence 
of  the  inftitution  of  the  fupreme 
council  and  fupreme  court  of  judi¬ 
cature,  it  was  increafe d  to  25  1 ,500! ; 
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but,  according  to  the  ftatement  de¬ 
livered  in  by  the  court  of  dne..tors, 
it  now  amounted  to  the  enormous 
fum  of  927,945!.  Mr.  Francis  fe- 
leCted  fome  of  the  items  of  this  ac¬ 
count.  He  mentioned  the  fait  of¬ 
fice,  the  board  of  which,  confin¬ 
ing  of  fix  perfons,  divided  among 
them  72, Bool.  The  falaries^  and 
annual  profits  of  the  board  of  cuf- 
toms,  confiding  of  three  perfons, 
made  up  the  fum  of  23,000!.  There 
was  a  new  committee  of  revenue, 
the  duty  of  which  ufed  to  be  done 
by  the  fupreme  council,  whofe  an¬ 
nual  profits  flood  at  47,350!.  The 
prefident  of  this  board,  whofe  {alary 
amounted  to  10,950!,  bad  been  for 
fome  years,  and  was  at  this  moment 
our  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Ma- 
dagi  Sindia,  for  which  purpofe  he 
was  allowed  4,280b  Mr.  Francis 
concluded  with  moving,  “that  there 
ftiould  be  laid  before  the  houle  a 
comparative  ftatement  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  amounts  of  the  eftabiiftiment 
of  Bengal  in  the  year  177 6  and  in 
the  year  'i 78 3  ;  and  that  there 
ftiould  be  laid  before  the  home  an 
eftimate  of  the  probable  receipts 
and  difburfements  or  the  Bengal  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  current  year,  trorn 
the  firft  of  May  1784,  to  the  firft 
of  May  1785.”  Major  Scots  re¬ 
plied  to  the  animadvernons  of  Mr. 
Francis.  He  dated  part  of  the  ex¬ 
cels  of  the  civil  eftabiiftiment  of  Ben¬ 
gal  as  owing  to  a  fum  of  127,000b 
having  been  ranged  under  the  civil, 
which  ought  to  have  been  ranged 
under  the  military  department.  He 
obferved  that  by  the  eftabiiftiment 
of  the.  fait  office,  a  revenue  of 
540,000b  a  year  had  been  created 
to  the  company,  where  a  {billing 
had  not  been  collected  before.  He 
was  aftoniftied  that  Mr.  Francis 
ftiould  objedf  to  the  emoluments  of 
the  fait  office  as  extravagant  and 
enormous,  at  the  fame  time  that 


the  inftitution  had  been  fixed  by  the 
unanimous  aflent  of  the  fupreme 
council,  of  which  Mr.  Francis  had 
been  a  member.  Major  Scott  was 
deciiive  in  his  charges  of  wilful 
mifreprefentation  againft  his  anta- 
gonift.  Mr.  Francis  explained  his 
conduct  by  obfcrving,  that  the  emo¬ 
luments  of  the  fait  office  had  not 
been  fixed  till  September  1780, 
two  months  before  he  left  Bengal, 
and  when  he  interfered  but  little  in 
meafures,  that  were  to  operate  long 
after  his  departure.  No  previous 
calculation  of  the  probable  profit 
of  the  inftitution  had  been  made, 
nor  could  their  adtual  amount  be 
known  in  a  lefs  fpace  than  that  of  a 
year.  But  when  they  were  known, 
they  ought  to  have  been  retrenched, 
inftead  of  having  been  fuffered  to 
continue  at  their  prefent  exorbitant 
amount,  already  for  three  years, 
and  (till  going  on  without  altera¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared  himlelf  fully 
fenfible  of  the  decaying  and  dan¬ 
gerous  fttuation  of  the  companies 
affairs.  He  looked  as  the  means  of 
retrieving  them  to  the  retrenchment 
of  their  eftablifhments  ;  and  he 
hoped  by  the  meafures  he  ftiould 
p orbit,  and  which  would  foon  come 
under  the  infpebtion  of  the  houle, 
that  the  retrenchment  would  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  as  pradticable  as  it  was 
neceftary.  In  the  profecution  of 
this  defign  he  was  happy  in  the  con¬ 
currence  of  every  member  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  but  he  did  not  conceive 
that  it  was  in  a  way  of  being  better 
executed  by  other  gentlemen’s  run¬ 
ning  a  race  with  him.  He  had  an 
invincible  obje&ion,  and  he  was 
ready  to  avow  it,  to  lofe  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  producing  a  meafure  that 
was  likely  to  be  of  eftential  and 
permanent  benefit  to  the  public. 
The  motions  of  Mr.  Francis  palled 
in  the  affirmative.  Papers  relative 
\  t® 
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to  the  fame  objed  were  called  for 
bv  IVfr.  Eden  on  the  twentieth  of 
April,  and  were  refufed. 

On  the  fifth  of  May,  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis  moved  for  a  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  be  appointed 
to  compare  the  feveral  ilatements 
which  had  been  laid  before  parlia¬ 
ment  by  the  court  of  directors  in 
the  years  1784  and  1785,  and  to 
report  to  the  houfe  the  refult  of  the 
comparifons,  together  with  their 
obfervations.  I11  fupport  of  this 
motion  Mr.  Francis  obferved  that 
it  would  be  worth  the  while  of  the 
houfe  to  remark,  in  the  firft  place, 
that  for  want  of  materials  refped- 
ing  Madras  and  Bombay,  what  he 
had  to  fbate  would  be  confined  to 
the  eftabliffiments  in  Bengal,  and  to 
the  refources  and  difficulties  of  the 
company’s  affairs  in  that  quarter. 
It  was  the  only  part  of  India  in 
which  refource  exifted,  or  from 
which  the  moll  diflant  hope  of  re¬ 
trieving  their  affairs  could  be  de¬ 
rived.  In  evefy  other  quarter  the 
diftrefs  exiffed  without  the  refource. 
Fort  St,  George  and  Bombay  hung 
upon  Bengal  for  their  daily  fub- 
iiiience.  Their  eftabliffiments  would 
exhauft  a  great  revenue,  and  they 
had  none.  They  were  overwhelmed 
with  debts,  which  increafed  every 
day,  and.  they  had  not  a  rupee  to 
pay  either  principal  or  intereft.  It 
followed  then  that  in  confining 
himfelf  to  the  fiate  of  Bengal,  he 
looked  at  the  company’s  affairs 
abroad  in  the  moll  favourable  point 
of  view.  The  ad  of  parliament, 
Mr.  Francis  obferved,  required 
that  a  perl  eel  lift  of  all  civil  and 
military  eftabliffiments  iliould  be 
produced.  But  he  undertook  to 
prove  that  the  various  accounts 
which  had  been  laid  before  that 
houfe  were  defedive,  contradictory 
and.  fallacious.  Various  articles 
and  heads  of  expence  in  the  ftate- 


ment  of  the  feventh  of  February 
were  left  blank,  which  might  be 
computed  moderately  at  100, cool. 
The  marine,  which  flood  at  8o,ocoI< 
per  annum  was  entirely  omitted. 
Mr.  Francis  dwelt  upon  the  great 
variety  of  the  accounts  which  had 
all  of  them  received  the  landion 
of  the  court  of  directors.  In  Fe¬ 
bruary  1784,  they  effimated  their 
civil  eftablifliment  at  350,000!; 
and  at  that  moment  a  material  pur- 
pofe  was  to  be  anfwered  by  it.  The 
authentic  flatement  of  1785  almoil 
trebled  that  eftimate.  A  fecond  ac¬ 
count  had  been  produced  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  motion  upon  the  fub» 
jed,  which  reduced  the  amount  to 
6 16,5561.  He  informed  the  houfe 
that  a  third  account,  different  from 
all  the  reft,  exifted,  and  was  made 
out  in  November  laid, Tor  the  ufe 
of  the  diredors.  This  was  fixed 
at  764,450!.  What  confidence  was 
to  be  placed  in  fuch  contradidory 
accounts  ?  What  real  information 
did  they  give  ?  What  proceeding 
could  fiifely  be  founded  upon  them  ? 

Mr.  Francis  next  adverted  to  the 
military  eftablifliment.  This  was 
effimated  in  the  lift  of  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  feilion  at  1,078,5001. 
This  was  fure-ly  an  extraordinary 
redudion,  if  it  were  confidered 
that  the  effabliffiment  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  amounted  to  three  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half.  Upon  the  whole 
of  their  eilimates  the  directors  had 
obferved  in  1784,  that  they  did  not 
fee  any  realon  to  doubt,  - that  in 
the  year  ending  with  the  iirff  of 
May  1785,  the  furplus  of  reve¬ 
nue  in  Bengal  would  amount  to 
1,644,000!.  How  had,  this  pro- 
mife  of  the  company  been  realifed  ? 
The  balance  againft  the  govem- 
ment  of  Bengal,  in  the  year  pre¬ 
ceding  that  in  quefiion,  had  exhi¬ 
bited  a  deficiency  of  600,000!.  a 
circumftance  which  he  had  men¬ 
tioned 
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fumed  at  the  time  as  extremely 
alarming-.  Bv  way  of  fatisfafilion 
It  had  then  been  faid,  that  that 
eitimate  did  in  effefit  provide  for  a 
war  eftablifliment ;  that  it  included 
all  the  arrears  and  windings  up  of 
the  conteft,  and  that  the  deficiency 
would  be  made  good  in  the  fuc- 
eeeding  year.  The  bottle  had  now 
the  eitimate  of  the  fltcceeding 
year  •  and  this  certainly  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  a  year  of  peace. 
But  this  year,  inftead  of  making- 
good  deficiencies,  outran  all  for¬ 
mer  extravagance.  The  refources 

o 

were  fated  by  the  fupreme  council 
at  above  fix  millions  and  a  half ; 
the  expences  at  about  eight  mil¬ 
lions  ;  fo  that  the  deficiency  of 
this  fugle  year  of  peace,  of  (Eco¬ 
nomy,  of  having,  of  retrenchment, 
of  lurplus,  was  1,670,000!,  The 
houfe  therefore  faw  the  event  of 
the  fallacious  promifes  of  the  di¬ 
rectors.  If  the  real  deficiency  were 
added  to  the  fuppofed  lurplus,  they 
would  be  convicted  of  a  mifealcu- 
lation  in  the  refources  and  difburfe- 
ments  in  one  year,  and  in  one  of 
their  governments  only  to  the  a- 
mount  of  3,320,000!.  At  the  fame 
time  the  bonded  debt  in  Bengal 
amounted  to  two  millions,  and  was 
negotiated  at  thirty  per  cent,  dif- 
count.  Every  fervice,  civil  and 
military,  was  enormouily  in  ar- 
rear,  and  the  refources  of  the  laft 
year  would  be  found,  upon  compa- 
rifon,  to  fill  fliort  of  thofe  of  the 
preceding  350,0001.  fielding.  Mr. 
Francis  pathetically  lamented  thede- 
fefits  and  fallacy  of  the  efiimates 
on  the  table.  Falfe  information  he 
faid  was  worfe  than  none.  In  ab- 
folute  darknefs  there  was  a  fort  of 
fecurity  in  Handing  fiill  •  but  by 
falfe  lights  men  were  led  to  de- 
firufition.  Parliament  and  the  na¬ 
tion  had  been  grofsly  deceived  ; 
they  were  entangled  and  committed 


in  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and 
it  was  neceflary  the  deception  fiiould 
be  deftroved  as  loon  as  poffible. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith,  deputy 
chairman  of  the  company,  excufed 
the  erroneoufnefs  of  the  eitimate 
of  the  probable  refources  and  dif- 
burlements  of  the  Bengal  govern- 
ment,  from  the  circumftance  of 
peace  having  been  concluded  in. 
India  ten  months  later  than  was 
expedited.  They  had  been  made 
out  upon  the  idea  that  every  thing 
could  by  that  time  have  been  put 
upon  a  peace  efiablifhment,  where¬ 
as  in  fait  the  full  war  eftablilhment 
was  continued  for  a  coniiderable- 
part  of  the  year,  which  of  collide 
occalioned  a  great  excefs  of  dif- 
bu dements.  Mr.  Smith  adverted 
to  the  flattering  lituation  of  the 
company  at  home,  which  had  en¬ 
abled  them  to  pay  500,002!,  in  part 
of  the  fum  due  to  government  for 
duties,  which  they  were  not  yet 
obliged  to  discharge  but  by  their 
voluntary  choice.  Major  Scott 
obferved  that  if  they  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  the  next  year  ending  with 
the  firft  of  May  1786,  they  would 
find  the  government  of  Bengal  tak- 
king  credit  for  a  larger  lurplus  than 
he  had  done  in  the  preceding  fef- 
fion.  The  furplus  which  he  had 
Hated  was  taken  at  1,570,000!. 
while  by  the  calculation  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council  upon  the  fpot  it 
would  amount  to  1,9  s 7,400!. 

Mr.  Fox  fupported  the  motion. 
He  prefumed  that  thofe  members 
who  were  directors  of  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  company  could  not  mean  to  di¬ 
vide  the  houfe,  fince  if  they  did, 
they  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge 
alledged  again!!  them,  and  con- 
felled  the  whole  of  it  to  be  true. 
Mr.  Pitt  urged  the  houfe  to  rejefit 
the  motion.  He  maintained  that 
there  was  no  juft  and  defenfible 
ground  upon  which  it  could  be 

fup- 


BRITISH  AND 


fupported.  Did  thofe  perfons  who 
were  for  a  committee  intend  to 
ground  on  their  report  a  charge  of 
criminality  againlt  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors  ?  A  very  high  degree  of 
criminality  would  doubtlels  be  fix¬ 
ed  if  they  fliould  be  found  to  have 
wilfuHy  attempted  to  have  deceiv¬ 
ed  the  houfe  with  rcfpeCt  to  the  Si¬ 
tuation  and  refources  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  But  any  charge  of  inten¬ 
tional  miflatement  was  entirely  out 
of  the  queilion,  Since  the  paper  al- 
iedged  to  be  fallacious  was  not  a 
.pofitiv.e  account  of  difburfements 
already  made,  and  refources  at  the 
time  in  existence,  but  of  what  was 
expelled  to  be  the  amount  of  both 
in  cafe  of  certain  contingencies. 

-  Was  there  a  defign  then,  in  confe- 
quence  of  difcovering  the  true  hate 

-  of  the  company’s  affairs,  to  yield 
.  them  Such  relief  as  might  appear 

-  to-be  necefTary  ?  It  would  furely 
.beraMegree  of  forward  and  unufual 

liberality  in  men,  who  had  made  the 

-  mod;  violent  opposition  to  the  grant- 
ring  them  that  relief,  which  they  ap~ 
:•  plied  -for  in.  the  iait  fern  on  of  par¬ 
liament,  now,  when  they  demand¬ 
ed  no  ailiitance,  _  to  be  dehrous  cf 
iinpofing  it  upon  them  againft  their 
confent.  All  other,  motives,  ex- 

r  cept  thofe  he  had  mentioned,  were 
•-  an  idle  and  frivolous  curiofity.  Such 
a  curiolity,  if  once  indulged,  would 
know  no  bounds ;  and  at  length 
perhaps 'the  houfe  would  be  applied 
to,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  con¬ 
sider  and  make  their  observations  on 
every  Single  difpatch  that  arrived 
from  India.  Mr.  Francis’s  motion 
was  fupported  by  lord  North,  Mr. 
Bur}ce,  Mr.  HufTey  and  hr  James 
Johnftone.  It  wasoppofed  by  Mr. 
Baring,  Mr.  Dayrel,  and  Mr.  Van- 
Iittart.  At  length  the  houfe  divid¬ 
ed,  ayes  45,  noes  161.  On  the 
firit  of  June  Mr.  Francis  moved  the 
rcfolutions  in  the  houfe  which  he 


Intended  to  have  propofed  to  the 
committee,  and  which  were  expref- 
live  of  the  faifehoods  and  contra¬ 
dictions  he  had  endeavoured  to  dis¬ 
cover.  Mr.  Dundas  moved  upon 
them  the  previous  queilion. 

But  a  fubjeft  of  much  greater 
importance  than  thefe,  and  that 
was  conftituted  by  the  hr  if  meafures 
of  the  board  of  control,  which  was 
appointed  under  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  for 
the  regulation  of  India,  was  agi¬ 
tated  in  the  prefent  fediqn  of  par¬ 
liament.  Thefe  meafures  related 
to  the  debts  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot 
to  individuals  and  to  the  Eaft  India 
company,  and  to  the  difnuted  rights 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  raja 
of  Tanjore.  We  omitted  to  detail 
thefe  in  the  order  of  time,  that  by 
referving  them  to  this  place  our 
view  of  them  might  be  entire,  uni¬ 
ted  and  comprehenhve. 

The  appointment  of  commiffion- 
ers  for  the  affairs  of  India,  in  pur¬ 
suance  ot  .the  provisions  of  Mr. 
Pitt’s  bill,  took  place  on  the  third 
day  of  September  17S4.  The 
commissioners  were  lord  Sydney, 
Secretary  of  Hate  for  the  home  de¬ 
partment,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Dundas, 
lord  Walfipgham,  Mr.  William 
Grenville  and  lord  Mulgrave.  The 
claufes  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  had  ex- 
preily  enabled,  u  That  the  court 
of  direbtors  fliould,  as  Soon  as  might 
be,  take  into  confideration  the  ori¬ 
gin  and  ju  dice  of  the  demands  of 
Britifh  Subjects  on  the  nabob  of  Ar¬ 
cot,  as  far  as  they  Should  be  enabled 
by  the  materials  in  their  poffellion  ; 
and  that  the}'  Should  give  orders  to 
their  presidencies  and  Servants  a- 
broad  for  completing  the  inveftiga- 
tion,  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
might  require,  and  for  eftablifhing, 
in  concert  with  the  nabob,  fuch  a 
fund  for  the  discharge  of  the  Juft 
debts,  according  to  their  refpective 
rights  of  priority,  as  fliould  be  con¬ 
silient 
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iitknt  with  the  rights  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  the  fecurity  of  the  creditors, 
and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
nabob.' ”  With  refpedt  to  the  raja 
of  Tan  jo  re,  the  bill  provided, 
t{  That  the  court  of  directors  fhould 
take  into  their  immediate  confidera- 
tion  his  indeterminate  rights  and 
pretenlions,  and  that  they  ihould 
afcertain  and  fettle  them  according 
to  the  principles  and  ftipulafions  of 
,  the  treaty  of  1762,  concluded  by 
the  late  lord  Pigot  between  the  na¬ 
bob  and  the  raja.’3 

As  thefe  were  among;  the  mod 
important  and  urgent  affairs  of  In¬ 
dia,  they  appear  to  have  engaged 
the  earliell  attention  of  the  board 
of  controul.  The  firft  proceeding 
that  had  lately  been  held  iri  the 
peninfula,  which  forced  itfelf  upon 
their  obfervation,  and  demanded 
from  them  an  immediate  fandtion  or 
condemnation,  was  the  aifignment 
that  had  been  made,  in  the  month 
of  December  181,  of  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  Carnatic  by  the  nabob 
of  Arcot  to  lord  Macartney  and  the 
prefidency  of  Madras,  for  the  fup- 
poit  of  the  war,  with  liberty  to 
farm  out  the  revenues  for  the  term 
of  three  or  five  years,  at  the  dip 
tretion  of  the  prefidency »  The 
alignment  had  been  made  from  the 
molt  urgent  of  all  motives,  the 
prodigality  and  mi  Conduct  of  the 
nabob’s  managers,,  and  the  dffaftf  rs 
and  ruinous  condition  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  it  was  confirmed  by  the 
court  of  directors  m  their  official 
letter  of  the  fifth  of  September 
1702.  Though  the  revenues  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  rapidly  improved  un¬ 
der  the  judicious  and  enlightened 
policy  of  lord  Macartney,  the  na- 
bob  fpeedily  repented  of  his  re- 
iignation.  He  was  eager  and  im¬ 
portunate  in  his  repreientayions  to 
the  lupreme  council  at  Bengal, 

,  complaining  that  the  conditions, 
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for  which  the  inferior  prefidency 
had  engaged,  had  not  properly 
been  fulfilled,  and  praying  to  bo 
reieafed  from  the  ceifion  he  had 
made.  The  demand  of  the  nabob 
was  granted  by  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil,  and  their  orders,  revoking;  the 
aifignment,  accompanied  fir  Eyre 
Coote  in  the  lafl  voyage  he  made  td 
Madras.  Lord  Macartney  did  not 
quietly  fubmit  to  the  mandates  of 
Mr.  Halting s  and  his  council,  and 
oppofed  to  them  the  corifirmation 
of  the  court  of  directors.  It  was 
fuppofed  to  be  this  refolute  oppo- 
fition  of  the  prefidency  of  Madras 
which  chiefly  contributed  to  the 
contefts  of  lord  Macartney,  parti¬ 
cularly  with  the  military  comman¬ 
ders  in  his  government,  and  in 
which  that  nobleman  came  off  vic¬ 
torious. 

The  board  of  controul  contem* 
plated  the  lituation  of  the  nabob 
under  the  fame  point  of  view  as 
the  fupreme  council  of  Bengal. 
Though  they  profeffied  to  approve 
of  the  ability,  moderation  and  com-* 
martd  of  temper  which-  had  been, 
difplayed  by  lord  Macartney,  and 
declared  the  high  eft  opinion  of  his 
integrity,  they  believed  the  litua¬ 
tion  in  which  the  nabob  was  placed 
by  the  aifignment  to  be  full  of  ir¬ 
ritation  and  indignity^  and  they 
ceniured  iombfieps,  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  president,  as  not  fuf- 
iieiently  coofuking  the  feelings  and 
character  of  the  ally  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  Influenced  by  thefe  various 
impreffions  they  came  to  a/efolu- 
tion  immediately  to  refigffi  the  af- 
fignmenf  into  the  hands  of  the  na¬ 
bob,  It  was  not  however  intended 
by  the  board  that  things  fhould  re¬ 
turn  precifely  to  their  original  fit u- 
afion.  To  prevent  this,  in  the  firit 
place,-  they  directed  that  a  treaty 
fhould  be  formed  with  the  nabob  of 
Arcot  and  the  raja  of  Tanjore,  by 
0  which 
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Which  th£y  fhould  engage,  that  in 
cafe  of  any  hoilil'ities  committed 
againft  the  territories  of  any  of  the 
contracting  parties,  -the  whole  re¬ 
venues  of  their  refpeCUve  territories 
fhould  be  confidered  as  a  common 
flock  to  be  appropriated  to  their 
common  defence ;  the  company 
fhould  engage  to  refrain,  during 
the  war,  from  the  application  of 
any  part  of  their  revenues  to  com¬ 
mercial  purpoles ;  and  the  nabob 
and  raja  fhould  engage  to  refrain 
from  the  application  of  any  part  of 
their  revenues,  to  any  other  pur- 
pofes,  than  inch  as  fhould  be  necefi- 
iary  for  the  i’upport  of  themfelves 
and  tire  civil  government  of  their 
reipeciive  countries.  The  aggre- 
■  irate  revenue  that  fhould  remain  af- 
ter  tittle  deductions,  was  to  be  .plac¬ 
ed  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
p-.mv  during- the  war,  and  as  long 
after  the  war  as  fhould  be  neceflary 
to  diiclrarge  the  burthens  contracted 
by  it  ;  and  if  the  revenues  were 
not  faithfully  advanced,  the  com¬ 
pany  was  to  be  entitled  to  take  the 
Collection  immediately  under  their 
own  management. 

Such  was  the  plan  of  general  go¬ 
vernment  chalked  out  by  the  board 
of  controul.  With  refped  to  the 
particular  fituation  of  the  nabob 
with  his  creditors,  it  was  directed 
that  the  nabob  fhould  give  fecurity 
for  the  payment  into  the  company ys 
treafury  of  480,000!.  per  annum 
for  the  d’ifcbarge  of  his  debts,  until 
the  whole  fhould  be  liquidated  ; 
and  it  was  to  be  recommended  to 
the  nabob  to  add  to  this  fund,  if  it 
fliould  be  found  continent  with  the 
ftate  of  his  finances,  the  tribute  of 
the  raja  of  Tanjore.  To  decide 
upon  the  application  of  this  fund, 
it  was  thought  pr  per  by  the  board 
of  controui  to  diftdbute  the  debts 
of  the  nabob  into  claffes,  They 
■were  accordingly  ranged  under 
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three  .heads  ;  the,  confoli dated  debt 
of  176',  the  Lpan  of  1777,  com¬ 
mon  ly  called  the  cavalry  loan,  and 
the  confolidated  debt  of  (777.  In 
regard  to  the  two  firit  ciailes,  the 
board  of  controul  profeffed  that  they 
could  not.  but  acknowledge,  that 
their  origin  and  jivfHce  appeared  to 
them  clear  and  indifputable.  The 
debt  of  1777  was  treated  by  them 
in  a  different  ffyle.  They  parti¬ 
cularly  alluded  to  a  letter  of  the 
court  of  directors  to  the  prefidency 
of  Madras,,  written  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  December  1778,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms.  44  Your  account  of  the 
nabob's  private  debt  is  very  alarm¬ 
ing  ■;  but  from  whatever  eaufe  thofe 
•debts  have  been  contracted  or  increaf- 
ed,  we  hereby  repeat  our  orders  that 
the  la rY lion  of  the  company  be  on 
no  account  given  to  any  kind  of  fe- 
c urit y  for  the  liquidation  of  any 
part  thereof,  except  by  the  exprefs 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors, 
on  any  account  or  pretence  what¬ 
ever.”  Under  thefe  circumffances 
the  board  of  controul  obferved,  they 
fliould  he  warranted  to  refule  their 
aid  and  protection  in  the  recovery 
of  this  loam,  lint  when  they  con¬ 
fidered  the  inexpediency  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  Fubjebt  of  the  debts  longer 
afloat,  the  tendency  its  final  con- 
cluiion  .  would  have  to  .promote 
tranquillity,  credit  and  circulation 
of  property  in  the  Carnatic,  and 
that  the  debtor  concurred  with  the 
creditor  in  effablidiing  the  validity 
of  bonds,  liable  to  be  transferred  to 
per fons  different  from  the  original 
creditors,  they  had  refolved  io  far 
to  recognize  the  juftice  of  the  debt 
as  to  extend  to  it  their  protection* 
'1  hey  did  not  however  mean  to  de¬ 
bar  the  prefidency  from  receiving 
any  complaints  againft  it,  from  the 
nabob,;  from  the  injured  creditors, 
or  from  other  perfons.  Thefe  com¬ 
plaints  'were  to  be  attentively  exa- 
-----  -  „  w  :  „  • ,  mined 
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mined  bv  the  council  of  Madras, 
and  tranfmitted  to  Britain  for  final 
decision.  r"  ■  "  . 

Having  thus  made  at  lead:  a  tem¬ 
porary  admiffion  of  the  juftice  of 
the  debts,  they  proceeded  to  point 
out  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
to  he- liquidated.  The  confolidated 
debt  of  ij6y  was  to  be*  made  up 
withv  the  current  in  te  re  ft  at  io  per 
cent ;  the  cavalry  loan  with  an  in- 
tereft  of  i  2  per  cent ;  and  the  con¬ 
folidated  debt  of  1777  with  i2  per 
cent,  to  November  1781,  and  from 
thence  with  an  intereft  of  61.  per 
cent.  The  firm  of  480,000b  an¬ 
nually  received,  was  to  be  applied, 
firft,  to  the  growing  intereft  of  the 
cavalry  loan  at  1  2I.  per  cent ;  fecond- 
!y,  to  the  growing  intereft  on  the 
debt  of  1777,  at  cl.  percent:  the 
remainder  to  be  equally  divided  ; 
one  half  to  be  applied  to  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  the  company’s  debt,  the 
other  half  to  the  payment  of  the 
intereft  at  rob  per  cent,  and  towards 
the  di {'charge  of  the  principal  of  the 
debt  of  l  y  67.  Other  arrangements 
were  added  as  the  debts  fhould  fuc- 
ceifively  come  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  payments  to  be  ultimately  dif- 
charged.  The  official  paper  of  the 
board  of  controul,  in  which  all  the 
arrangements  are  detailed,  was  of 
the  date  of  the  fifteenth  of  October 
1784. 

This  paper  was  fentto  India  with 
the  fignarure,  and  fan  61-ion  ed  with 
the  external  authority  of  the  court 
of  directors.  That  body  of  men 
however  were  by  no  means  fatisfied 
with  the  minifterial  deeifioil ;  and 
they  prefented  a  remonftpance  con¬ 
taining  the  reafons  of  their  difap- 
probation.  They  obfervedpthat  in 
fo  novel  an  inlbtution,  it.  could 
fcarcely  be  thought  extraordinary, 
if  the  exadt  boundaries  of  the  re* 
fpedtive  fundfions  of  the  commif- 
fiouers  and  the  diredlors,  fhould  not 
at  once*  on  either  fide  be  precifely 
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and  familiarly  underftood.  -  -They 
remarked,  that  the  board  -of  con,- 
troul  had  by  their  official  paper  fub- 
ftantiated  at  once  the  j  u dice  of  tlGfe 
demands,  which  the  abl  of  the  pre.- 
.ceding  idfion. required  the  directors 
to  i n ve fligar e  ' hey  objected  to  the 

right  of  queftioning  the  -jutliee  of 
any  of  the  debts  being  refervedonly 
to  the  lalt  of  the  three  dalles.  They 
fuggefted,  whether  the  direction  of 
the  art,,  to  examine  the  nature  and 
origin  ot  the  debts,  was  completely 
fulfilled  by  the  paper  of  the  board 
of  controul  ;  whether  the  rate  of  in¬ 
tereft,  according  to  which  the  debts 
had  been  accumulated,  ought  not  to 
be  inveftigated ;  and  w  hether  the  rea- 
fonabl end's  of  the  deduction  of  2  51. 
percent,  propofed  by  Mr.  Mailings 
and  his  council,  did  not  deferve  to 
be  deliberately  conudered.  But  their 
ftrongeft  ground  of  diilent  was  the 
preference  they  conceived  to  be 
given  to  the  claims  of  the  private 
creditors  over  the  public  demand. 
They  believed  that  tbev,  who  had 
been  the  protectors  of  the  country, 
and  the  (avion rs  of  the  Carnatic, 
had  a  right  paramount  to  that  of 
any  private  creditor.  They  entered 
into  an  arithmetical  calculation,  in 
which  they  undertook  to  ftate  the 
amount  of  the  various  debts.  They 
took  the  remainder  of  the  old  debt 
of  1767,  made  up  with  the  corn# 
pound  intereft  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1784,  at  480,000b  The  cavalry 
loan  of  1777  they  ft  a  ted  as  amount¬ 
ing  to  282,880b  The  new  confo¬ 
lidated  debt,  with  its  intereft,  they 
conceived  to  be  equal  to  2,400,000b 
The  growing  intereft  of  the  new 
confolidated  debt,  and  that  of  the 
cavalry  loan,  which  was  to  be  paid 
prior  to  any  demand  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  was  eftimated  at  i8c,oool. 
Of  consequence  the  private  credi¬ 
tors  would  receive  370,000b  per 
annum,  and  the  company  iyo,o©oU 
per  annum.  They  contrail  ed  this 
Q-  2  caku* 
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calculation  with  the  circumflance 
of  the  public  debt,  which  they  efti- 
mated  at  3,000,000],  carrying  no 
intereft ;  and  they  added,  that  if, 
as  was  more  than  probable,  the 
fum  paid  in  by  the  nabob  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  new  regulation  fhould 
fall  considerably  fhort  of  -what  was 
expected,  the  difproportion  between 
the  receipts  of  the  public  add  the 
private  creditor  would  in  the  Time 
degree  be  augmented.  Finally,  they 
alluded  to  the  agreertientwhicli  had 
long  before  been  entered  mto  by  the 
nabob,  to  pay  to  the  company 
280,000!.  per  annum,  in  liquida¬ 
tion  of  the  public  debt,  which  a- 
greement  was  entrenched  upon  by 
the  new  regulations,  to  the  disad¬ 
vantage  of  the  company. 

The  board  of  controul  were  not 
induced  by  the  reprefentations  of 
the  directors  to  make  any  material 
alteration  in  their  arrangement. 
They  however  returned  an  anfiver 
to  the  remonlfrance  of  the  court,  in 
which  they  hated  their  perfuaiion 
that  the  debts  did  not  rife  to  fo  large 
an  amount  as  that  at  which  they 
were  now  hated.  They  had  never 
intended  (though  the  debts  were 
once  for  all  to  be  made  up  with  in- 
tereif,  and  that  from  that  period  a 
general  in  te re  ft  fhould  be  paid  Upon 
the  whole)  that  they  fhould  be  made 
up  with  compound  inter  eh.  1  hey 
obferved,  that  the  directors  had  o- 
xnitted  in  their  eftimafe  the  tribute, 
and- the  arrears  of  tribute,  upon  the 
country  of  "fanjore,*  and  they  fug- 
gefted  that  this  addition  would  mile 
the  annual  receipts  of  the  company 
for  their  arrears  "to  nearly  the  pre- 
cife  fum  they*  had  fpecificd  of 
■>8o,ood.  They  added,  that  they 
Would  evprelly  provide,  in  cafe  a 

!efs  hum  were  atmuailv  received 
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trom  the  nabob,  for  the  purpofe  of 
the  intended  fiihd,  than  480,000!, 
that’  the  ’receipts  of  -  the  different 
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claimants  fhould  be  conducted  in 
exactly  the  fame  proportion  as  if 
the  whole  had  been  advanced. 

Thie  arrangements  made  by  the 
Eaft  India  eommiffioners,  re  fp  acting 
the  difputed  rights  of  the  nabob  of 
Areof,  and  the  raja  of  Tanjore,  are 
of  lefts  complicated  detail.  They 
direded  that  the  city  of  Arni, 
and  the  diftrid  of  Anamanticooti, 
fliould  be  ceded  to  the  nabob.  They 
confirmed  the  validity  of  the  align¬ 
ments  of  the  nabob  upon  the  go¬ 
vernment  fhare  of  the  crop  of  the 
country  of  Tanjore  for  the  year 
I775  “'17769  and  they  directed 
that  the  depoilt  of  40,000!.  which 
had  been  made  by  the  raja,  fhould' 
be  applied  to  fatisfy  the  refpedive 
claimants.  They  gave  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  complaints,  which  had; 
been  made  by  the  raja,  of  the  inter¬ 
ruptions,  wh  ich  had  been  fu fie  red  by 
his  f objects  hi  the  repairs  of  the 
Annreut,  and  other  canals  and  flukes 
of  the  river  Caveri ;  and  they  re¬ 
commended  that  a  treaty  fhould  be 
made,  by  which  a  fniail  pecuniary' 
acknowledgement  fliould  be  fl-ipu- 
lated  byr  the  raja,  and  the  nabob 
fliould  be  re  drained  from  interrupt¬ 
ing  the  public  works  of  Tanjore,  fo 
long  as  the  pundual  payment  of  the 
eftabliihed  tribute  was  continued. 
The  paper  of  the  board  of  controul, 
relative  to  the  difputed  rights  of 
the  raja  of  Tanjore,  was  dated  on 
the  twentv-feventh  of  Odftober. 

The  'fhbjcm  of  thefe  arrange- 
men  ts  Was  fir  ft  taken  up  in  the 
houfe  of  lords.  A  motion  was 
made  on  the  eighteenth  of  Febru¬ 
ary  by  the  part  of  Carlifle  for  all 
letters  and  orders,  which  had  been 
iftiied  iii  purfuanee  of  the  provi- 
iions  of  the  adt  of  the  laft  fteffion, 
relative  to  thefe  fubjedts.  The  mo¬ 
tion  palTed  in  the  negative  ;  but  the 
earl  of  Carlifle,  undifeonraged  by 
this  circUmftance,  brought  forward 
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a.-refolution  on  the  firft  of  March, 
declaring  u  that  the  debts  due  by 
the  nabob  of  Arcot  to  individuals 
ought  not  to  be  paid  before  thofe 
due  to  the  company  were  difch.arg- 
cd.”  The  motion  was  fupportcd 
by  lord  Loughborough  and Jlord 
vifcount  Stormont,  and  oppoied  by  s 
lord  Walfingham  and  lord  'I'h ur¬ 
ic  w.  The  Taft  of  thefe.  noblemen 
in  particular,  exprefied  his  aflonifhr 
merit,  that  a  meihber  of  that  houfe, 
who  had  but  within  a,  day  or  two 
moved  for  papers,  which  had  been 
refolved  to  be  improper  to  be  laid 
aipon  the  table,  fheuld  come  down 
again  and  offer  to  the  houfe  refolu- 
cions  relative  to  certain  fabts,  of  the 
exiftence  of  which  the  houfe  had 
not  before  them  the  flighted:  vej&ige 
of  proof.  He  remarked  on  the.cir- 
cumitance  which  had  been  mention¬ 
ed  by  lord  Carlille,  of  the  papers 
having  been  printed  and  pubiifhed 
in  the  interval  between  the  firil  and 
.the  prefent  motion.  He  reprobated 
.the  pitifulnefs  of  the  triumph  of 
getting  papers  pubiifhed  to  the 
world,  which  the  houfe  had.cefufed 
to  have  laid  on  their  table.  He  re¬ 
prehended  the  publication  in  fevere 
terms.  He  declared,  .that  whoever 
jof  the  Raft  India  direbtors  had 
handed  them  to  the  bookfeller,  had 
vbeen  guilty  of  a  mod:  Shameful  and 
fcandalous  treachery  to  his  col¬ 
leagues,  ,to  his  ponflituents,  and  the 
^public  at  large.  The  queffipn  was 
at  length  rejected,  contents  24^  not- 
•eontents  73. 

The  papers  ^relative  to  the 
.debts  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and 
the  dilputes  of  that  prince  and 
the  raja  of  Tanjore,  were  moved 
:for  in  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  February 
by  Mr.  Fox.  Fie  began  with  ob- 
ferying,  that  whatever  difference 
.there  had  been  between  the  bills  of 
three  preceding  fe  lions ,  and  which 
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had  for  their  authors  Mr.-  Dundas, 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  himlelf,  they  fo  far 
coincided  on  the  fubjebt  of  the  debts 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  as  to  ex- 
prefs  the  lame  ideas  in  nearly  the 
lame- .  language.  The  manner  in 
which  ionic  of  .thefe  debts  were  con- 
traced  was  notorious.  Nothing 
was  more  common  than  for  peribns 
who  left  this  country,  neither  in  a 
condition  to  lend  great  Runs,  nor  to 
borrow  .them,  immediately  on  their 
arri  val  in  I  ndia  to  become  creditors 
to  the  firil  princes  of  the  country, 
and  that  to  a  very  coniiderable  a- 
mount.  He  fuggefted  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe,  that  many  of 
thefe  debts  were  dated,  from  the  time 
when  the  preiidency  of  Madras  en¬ 
tered  into  an  illegal  itwaiion  of  the 
territory  of  Tanjore,  or  from  that 
in  which  the  power  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  had  been  ufurped,  by  a  fadtion 
in  fecret  cabal  with  the  mini  tiers  of 
.the  nabob.  It  had  always  appeared 
to  him  to  be  one  of  the  circum- 
•llances,  which  efpecially  prevented 
the  authority  of  the  directors  from 
operating  with  dignity  and  eifebt, 
.that  thelervants  had,  by  peculation 
and  intrigue,  acquired  a  foyereignty 
over  their  maflcrs.  The  confirma¬ 
tion  which  was  now  given  to  the 
debts  of  the  nabob,  tended  to  efta- 
.blifh  and  inveterate  the  evil.  Here 
was  the  beginning  of  the  new  go¬ 
vernment  of  controu  1,  which  was 
to  make  India  fo  different  from  what 
it  had  been  in  the  earlier  periods  of 
our  connection  with  it.  Mr.  Fox 
congratulated  his  country  on  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  golden  age,  and  the  in¬ 
finite  advantages  they  were  likely  to 
derive  fro  in  4:  his  pure  inftitution. 
He  obferyed  on  the  circumftance  of 
the  abt  having  exprefly  provided  for 
an  enquiry  previous  to  the  decifion, 
and  having  committed  this  enquiry 
to  the  court  of  directors.  With  re- 
fpebt  to  the  arguments  aligned  in 
G  3  ,  the 
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the  paper  of  the  .commifioners,  be 
remarked,;  that  this  .was  dispatching 
themcifdom  :of  the  leglflature  in  a 
very  fummary  .way, .  .apd;  fayipgq  in 
tfit&j  xve;  know-.the.  aut  of.  parlfa- 
mentllays  fix  and  lb,-,  beat  .we  are;  fa¬ 
ds  tied -t-hur  the  provihon  is  uielefs 
and  unnecefeacy,..  \  ■?  -;;Ta  ,;  *>" 

*  -  Mr ?  .fbac  w as  ti n  able  to  determ i he 
'Whether :  tlife  .  papers;  in  .-^  ueftion 
W.ot&d ■  be ; granted,  or  .refined.  It 
feemed.to  he  a  maxim,  .with  .the  rai- 
•mi  Iter  s'  of  the.  king  to  grant  mo  %e- 
*<ies.  of  information  for  which  the 
•houfe  was  moil  bound  to  call.  He 
requeued  members  to- consider,  that 
•if  his  bill  had.  any  merit,  which 

-  could  not  be  controverted  by  fo- 
philfry  itfelf,  it  was  the  merit  of 

-  making  that  houfe  judges  in  all 
:  cafes,  -  and  hiding  no  tranfa&ion 

from  the  view  of  the  public.  This 
was  the  only  way  of  truly  govern¬ 
ing  the  people  of  India.  Darknefs 

-  wa-s  the  fhelter  .under  which  all  the 
iniquities  of  the  fervants  of  the 
company  had  been  concealed.  He 
Tad  augured  ill  of  the  board  of  eon- 
troul  from  the  moment  they  appear- 
-ed  thus  peculiarly  lily  of  their  com¬ 
munications,.  Why  this,  averiion  to 
fubmit-the-ir  afiicmswo  the  mfpection 
of  their  countrymen  ■?  Why  thus 
treat  the  houfe,  which  Tad  treated 
them  with  fo  nTiichddiftinCtion  as 
to ■  plac-e -the  whole  of  this  mill:  un¬ 
conditionally  in  their  hands  ?  Pid 
fudi  va  proccedi n  j  tend  to  conciliate 
attachment,  or  promote  coo  faience  ?- 
Was  it  hot  natural  to  honed  men  to., 
defire  to  have  their  conduct  viewr. 
ed,  and  their  addons  ferutinized  by 
al I  the  world  ?  M r  Fox  won  hi  not 
expreily  impute  evil  intention  to 
the  members  of  the  board.  The 
decifon  which  in  this  momentous 
bufnefs  they  bad  formed,. had  filed 
him  with  afonifhment  and  concern. 
But  he  pledged  himfelf,  if  ..the  pa-, 
pers  which  he  demanded  were  pro- 
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duced,  not  to  fhrink  from  the  en¬ 
quiry.  JBe  would  To  far  do  jufice 
to  the. public,  to  the  direflors.  to 
the  board  of  controul,  to  the  mini- 
fiers  of  the  king,  and  the  fervants 
of  the  .company,  as  to  obtain  from 
the  houfe.  a  decifioa  which  fliould 
either  exculpate  or  criminate. 
Should  it  prove  an  acquittal,  then 
all  the.  glory,  and  let  them  have,  it, 
would  be  to  the  .p refen t  adminii; ra¬ 
tion.  There  was  a  large  arrear  of 
authentic  intelligence  due  to  the 
houfe,  and  it  was  looked  for  by  the 
public.  r  A  kind  of  jealoufy  arofe 
in  impartial  minds,  on  account  of 
the  many  eager,  warm,  and  anxious 
fupporters  of  the  fervants  of  the 
company  in  India,  who  fat  in  par¬ 
liament,  But  this  phalanx  did  not 
deter  him,  nor  was  he  afraid  of  the 
prefent  houfe  of  commons.  Five 
hundred  and  f fry -eight  gentlemen 
would  not  be  deaf  to  reafon,  nor 
fhall  their  eyes  and  their  ears'  to 
truth.  Mr.  Fox  concluded /with  fpe- 
ci  tying,  that  there  .were  .two  purpqfes 
to  which  his  motion  tended,  the 
crimination  of  the  .  board  of  icon* 
troul,  and  an  amendment  of  the  aft 
of  parliament.  '  v  t , 

The  motion  of  .Mr.  Fox  was  Te- 

•  *  '  •  •  '  *  .  •  y  V  t  t  ;  if 

conded  by  Me.  Francis,  He^  ap¬ 
plied  the  mifeonduct  of  the  com- 
miilione,rs  as  a  pew  argument- to 
prove,  the  weaWnefs  and  abfurdity  of 
the  regulating  act.  Orders  had  been 
font  to  India,  figne.d  with  the  names 
of  twenty-four, ‘men, '  whole  fenti- 
lUients  ,wxre  known  to  be;  directly 
counter  .to  the  arrangements  they 
contained,,  .  What  could  fuch  acir- 
cunihance  produce  but  contempt 
and  difp  bedien.ee  abroad  ?  He  ob- 
ihryytj,  rbat  the  jurifdidiion  alfumed 
by  the  board  of  controul  related  to 
a  quoltion  of  property  and  right, 
not  a  matter  of  revenue  or  govern.- 
;  meat.  ,  The,  commiffioners  had  no 
authority  over  if  either  concurrent 

or 
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or  appcllent.  They  had  affumed  a 
power  agaiuft  law,  which  they  had 
exercifed  agai aft  the'  principles  of 
■jfubftahtiai  juftice.  Mr.  Francis’s 
great  original  objection  to  the  aft 
had  been,  that  it  introduced  n£w 
principles  into  the  law  and  Condi* 
tuition  of.  England*  For  the  trial 
of  offences  committed  in  India,  a 
'hbrh  com  million  court  was  eilablifh* 

.  O 

ed,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
jury.  And  now  another  principle, 
foreign  tothe  Englilh juriiprudence, 
was  fuggfefted,  by  which  a  tribunal 
might  exift,  for  the  trial  of  a  mere 
queftion  of  property  between  party 
and  party,  in  which  the  trial  fhould 
proceed,  and  the  award  be  given 
januis  clauji u  Principles  and  in¬ 
novations  fuch  as  theie  lliould  be 
refilled  in  their  outfet.  Me  would 
not  give  them  a  point  to  Hand  on, 
led,  having  once  gained  a  foot  in  a, 
they  might  fooner  or  later  fnake  our 
whole  political  eftahihhmcnt  to  the 
ground. 

It  perhaps  merits  our  obferva- 
tion,  that  the  Tenements  of  oppofi- 
tion,  upon  the  great  mafs  of  the 
debts,  appear  to  have  been  differ¬ 
ent.  Lord  Carlifle,  lorn  Stormont, 
and  Mr.  Fox,  Teem  to  have  entei- 
fained  a  deeifive  opinion  in  favour 
■of  the  loan  of  1767,  and  the  ca¬ 
valry  loan.  In  the  fame  manner 
fir  Thomas  Rumbold,  who  fupport- 
ed  the  motion  of  Mr,  Fox,  confined 
his  objection  to  the  con  foil'd  ated 
debt  of  1777.  Lord  Loughbo¬ 
rough,  on  the  other  hand,  exprefiy 
affirmed,  that  he  believed  of  all  the 
claims  of  private  individuals  upon 
the  nabob  of  Arcot,  that  they  were 
fictitious,  Mr.  Francis  was  decisive 
in  his  reprobation  of  the  cavalry 
loaiL  He  cited  again  ft'  it  the  dilap- 
prohatiofi  of  the  chreCiors,  and  the 
confute  of  fir  Thomas  Rumbold  in 
his  official  letters.  In  coiiclufton, 
he  afcriffied  the  proceedings  of  the 
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Eaft  India  board  to  pragmaticalnefs, 
oftentation,  and  want  of  modefty. 
He  fairly  told  the  other  iide  of  the 
ho  life,  that  rumours  were  abroad  of 
a  coilunon  between  the  new  com- 
miffioners  and  the  creditors  of  the 
nabob,  and  that  their  per fonal  cha¬ 
racters  were  more  endangered,  than 
perhaps  they  imagined. 

Mr. "Dundas  undertook  the  talk  of 
'defending -the  conduit  of  govern* 
merit  in  this  important. tranfadtion. 
Mr.  Fox  had  Rated  that  he  moved 
for  the  papers  with. a  direct  view  to 
crimination.  Such  a  view,  Mr.  Dun- 
das  was  ready  to  admit,  was  a  very 
good  parliamentary  ground  for -a 
motion  of  this  kind.  But  it  was  in¬ 
cumbent  on  the  mover  to  fhew,  that 
there  was  eaufe  for  crimination,  and 
that  the  fads  upon  which  he  had 
formed  his  judgment  bore  him  out 
in  it.  The  houfe  had  heard  Mr* 
Fox’s  arguments,  and  had  observed 
on  what  afTertions  he  relied  his 
charge  ;  he  would  go  through  the 
principal  of  thefe  afTertions,  and  he 
would  refute  them  as  he  went  along. 
Fie  begged  to  be  under  flood  as  riling 
to  afk  no  favour  of  any  man.  He 
de fired  to  be  watched  with  an- eye 
of  jealoufy.  He  knew  he  fpoke-in 
the  hearing  of  Tome  who  were  pre¬ 
judiced.  He  expected  little  candour 
from  many ;  but  he  had  a  right  to 
demand  juftice  from  all. 

Mr.  Dundas  remarked  on  the  in- 
confident  objections  of  oppofition. 
While  the  regulating  aft  was  in  a- 
gitation,  it  had  b  en  abufed  in  the 
groffeft  manner,  and  among  other 
things  it  had  been  faid,  that  the 
commiffioners,  would  be  wholly  fub- 
fervient  to  the  court  of  directors. 
The  objection  of  that  dajr  was  of  a 
different  complexion.  He  adverted 
to  the  words  of  the  difputed  claufe, 
and  afferted  that  the  board  had  aid¬ 
ed  itriftly  within  the  meaning  of  the 
ftatute.  The  origin  and  juftice  of 
G  4  the 


th$  demands  had  been  ordered  to  be 
taken . i n to xonftd e  ration,  6  4  as  far  as  : 
the  mate  rials  in,  the  pqileffion  of  the 
directors  Should'  enable  i  them.” 

.  »  .  -.•'  .  >  tyt-ii  •»  t  .*»  •» 

Such  had  been  theianguage.  otthe 
act  of  parliament,- and  ibfh'fW&fo 
and  correfponden.ee  at  the  India  - 
houfe  .  afforded  as  full  information 
upon  the  fubjcbf  as  could  be.expedl- 
ed  to  be  received.  He  fcouted  the 
idea  that  the  board  of  controul  were 
not  ro  exercife  their  fuperintendir.g 
powers  whenever  they  flaw  occa¬ 
sion,  and  as  well  reipedfing  the 
claufes  in  queftion  as  any  other,  jf 
they  were  not,  they  could  not  a£t 
upon  the  next  clauie  relative  to  the 
oly gars  and  zemidars  j  and  would 
e  as  inefficacious  and  nugatory  a 
board  as  they  had  been  ftated  to  be 
by  thofe  whofe  intereft  and  whole 
wifh  it  was  to  depreciate  the  infti- 
tution,, 

Mr.  T>undas  entered  into  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  feveral  debts.  The 
nabob  being  in  debt  to  the  company, 
and  in  the  greate.fi:  djftrefs,  publicly 
advertifed  to  borrow  moi.cy  at  a 
high  intereft.  The  confequence 
was  the  advance  of  a  conliderable 
fum  at  30,  35,  and  3 61.  per  cent, 
and  by  way  of  fee iirity  the. nabob 
gave  the  lenders  alignments  upon 
bis  territorial  revenues.  Such  had 
been  the  origin  of  the  loan  of  1 7 67. 
ltd  vyas  paid  immediately  into  the 
company  ?s  treafury,  and  by  them 
recognized  and  admitted  at  the 
time.  Jt  afterwards  appearing  that 
the  lenders  were  chiefly  Britifnfub- 
jebls,  an  order  was  font  out  to  re¬ 
duce  the  ipterefl  to  10I.  per  cent. 
This  was  greatly  complained  of  by 
fome  of  the  creditors,  whp  ftated, 
that  they  had  |hemfelves  borrowed 
the  money  at  a  much  higher  inte* 
reft.  There  could  be  no  fufpicion 
entertained  about  the  validity  of 
this  debt.  The  cavalry  loan,  Mr, 
I? u turns  dbferved,  was  net,  as  might 


bejj^agi?i#dv  a  loan  to  fumifti  -the 
ngbob.w^lfecavaliyv  but  to  unfur- 
mfbffi&TUr  yThe  wife,  policy  of  this 
country  had  ever  looked  with  ,  a 
jealous  eye^on  the  military  force  of 
the  Carnatic.  In  confequtnce . : of 
thefe  ideas, -it  had  been  fuggfefted  to 
the  nabob,  that  his  army  was  too 
large,  and  he  was  advifed  to  difband 
four  hundred  borfe.  At  the  fame 
time  the  nabob  declared  that  they 
were  above  a  year  in  arrears,  and 
were  extremely,  mutinous,  but  that 
he  had  not  money  with  which  to 
dil charge  them.  In  this  fltuation 
fome  individuals  in  the  country  of¬ 
fered  to  advance  the  fum  wanted, 
provided  the  Eaft  India  company 
would  be  the  nabob’s  fecurity.  This 
plan  was  acceded  to  :  and  Mr.  Dun- 
das  fald,  fome  of  the  ableft  law? 
yers  had  given  it  as  their  opinion? 
that  the  company  were  fo  committed 
upon  it,  that  an  abHon  at  common, 
law  would  lie  again  ft  them  for  .the. 
debt,.  The  confolidated  debt rr  of 
1777,  Mr.  Dundas  did  not  attempt 
completely  to  vindicate.  ;  But  the 
board  of  controul  had-dbne.  no  more 
than  allow  the  creditors .  to  make 
their  claims;;  thgfe  claims  to  be  fub- 
jebl  to  the  objection  of  the  nabob, 
of  the  company,  and  of  the  credi¬ 
tors.  Had  they. left  the  claimants 
of  1777  wholly  unprotected,,  they 
would  naturally  have  thrown  then!- , 
felyes  upon  the  nabob  of r  Arcot, 
and  would,  he  verily  believed,  have 
been  tHe  firft  order  of  creditors  paid 
infteatj  of  the  la#.  Upon,  the  whole, 
they  h^d  deemed  it.  inexpedient  to 
keepthefe  debts  longer  afloat.  They 
were  anxious  for  preferving  a  peace 
fo  lately,  fo  honourably,  and  fo 
widely  eftablifhed.  They  confulted 
their  own  feelings  by  facriflcing  in 
this  manner  to  humanity,  what 
might  not  perhaps  llridtly  be  due  to 
juftice.  Mr.  Dundas  juilifled  the 
calculation  that  had  been  made  of 

the 
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the  revenues  of  th^iCkirnaftWI^yWhe 
authority  of.  dof#  ‘M'aSaMfftyf 'the¬ 
be  h  .fervant-  the  company  had-cve* - 
fent  to  India*-'-  >‘v-  h'f~  \zirv qz 
'He  treated  -Mr.^Fcancfstf  deeteh 
ration,  that  'tuitkJIrs  were'^-abroad 
of  a  coi i-upoil  between -t-he-  'bbard'oT- 
controtrl  and  the- £redit6r  sOh^  ->7  ff$ 
with  fame  sdegf§4  of-  ridi^ufe^hlt 
was  not  the  iirll  "time- his’ "cdhdteV 
had  bfcen:  1  fi if i -e p fifes t e d f-  -It  Md: 
teen  laid  yti ft  with -the  lathe  dkg'fek 
of  truth,  that  he"  had  received;  a 
Very' large  linn  of  money -from  an 
honourable  baronet  on  a  particular 
oceafro n.  He  had  fiept  perfectly 
qhiet  and  ferene  under  the  former 
charge  and  he  trailed  he  fhould 
prefer  ve  his  temper  equally  u  11  ruf¬ 
fled  under  the  prefent  accufation. 
At  length  he  iuinmed  up  his  argu¬ 
ments,  and  laid,  if  the  houfe  thought, 
after  all  they  had  heard,  that  the 
board  had  adted  criminally,  they 
ought  not  to  let  them  continue  a 
moment  longer  in  their  Situations. 
He  would  not  fci*  pie  to  declare, 
that  if  they  had  not  hitherto  feryed 
the  public  diligently,  faithfully,  and 
conlcientioiifly,  there  was  not  the 
fmalleil  probability  that  they  would 
do  fo  in  future.  Let  parliament 
therefore  decide  as  it  would.  In 
the  mean  time  he  warned  them,  that 
if  they  wifhed  to  have  a  permanent 
government  of  India*,  it  was- riot  the 
way  to  procure  fuch  a  government 
for  the  houfe  to  inteWhre-, -idlytend1 
lightly 'With  the"  executive  power. 
Let  them  not  fuddehly  and  -^ithoiif 1 
good  caufe *  imbibe-  "feMhneritskbf 3 
doubt  and  diflrttit  'hganflT  hf 'Bbhikf 
they-- hadrlte  lately  Mihtifbdh£  Ldh 
them  oppofeithe  Chafabher  ancHtake 
of  the  prefent  c  o  n  i  in  ilfj  oner  s',  X  Wh  if' 
had  their  rep u mrio^-t-bei  i-  : 

exiftencey  and’  their  fkftteepit)-" 


i  rite  re  {fed  WrewY  of  men;'^nnwn  to 
be  on  the  syatch  for  thetefitnatiohs, 
and  who  cared  not  by  what  mpansf 
they*  got  into  them.  -  *  \ 

c  -Mr;  Burke  unde rtook  to  reply'  to 
thYMeferice  of '  Mr;  Dimdai.  He. 
tegun-with  alluding  for  d’niorhcnt  to" 
the  change- of  htuation:4bet1yeeii  the 
trealhferbf'the  iiavy,  and  the;  ex- 
gbvefnornf  Madras.  Sir  Thomas 
lit fm bold’  was  in  a  fair  way  of.  re¬ 
turning-  the  prolecution  of  Mr. 
3>tmdasv'by  &  recriminatory  bill  of 
pains  and  penalties',  grounded  on  a 
breach  of  public  truft,  relative  to 
the  government  of  the  very  fame 
part  of  India.-  But  the  change  of 
relation  between  them  was  not  fb 
linking,  as  the  total  difference  of 
their  deportment  under  the  fame  un¬ 
happy  circumftances.  Whatever 
the  merits  of  governor  Kumbold’i 
defence  might  have  been,  he  did 
not  fhrink  from  the  charge.  He  met 
it  with  manlinefs  of  fjpirit,  and  de¬ 
cency  of  beh-aviour.  What  would 
have  been  thought  of  him,  if  he  had 
held  the  prefent  language  of  his  old 
accufer  ?  When  articles  were  exhi¬ 
bited  againit  him  by  Mr.  Dundas, 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  tell  the 
houfe  they  ought  to  inflitute  no  en¬ 
quiry,  to  infpebi  no  papers,  to  ex¬ 
amine  no  witnefs.  He  did  not  tell 
them,  what  at  that  time  he  might 
have  told  them  with  fonie  fhew  of 
reafon,  that  their  concerns  in  India 
Were  matters  ©f  delicacy  •  that  to 
divulge  any  thing  relative  to  them . 
vVouid  be  mifchievous  to  the  liatca 
He -did  tiot  tell  them  thatthofe  tvhcb 
enquired  rntq  hiS  proceedings  were 
diipofed  tb  difmember  the  empirei, 
iiQtvthe  pre&mptiBh  to  fsjyJ 
that"' for  hiapart,  Having  dbrainea  ' 

•  ._  .y  p-'1* >r*  y  y>‘  ’’  ■  '  *>1  1  [  yYtJ'j  OjflL  '*>■  *  * 
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charge  j  that  others,  not  having 
l>eei'±  fo  fortunate,  coukfaQt  be  io 
filial erefted  ;  and  therefore  their  ac¬ 
cusations  could  fpiing  from  no  o- 
tker  lo-urce  than  ftkctiony  a.ncl  envy 
to  his  fortune-.  Had  he  been  front- 
Ids  enough  to  hold  inch  a  vain,  v% 
gjjorimg  language  in  the  face  of  a 
grave,,  a  detailed,  a-fpecified  matter 
if  accufatiqn,  while  he  violently 
Eefiffed  every  thing  that  could  bring 
his-  ea-u’ie  to  a  ted  ;,  had  he  been 
wild  enough  to  anticipate  the  ab- 
furd'ties  of  that  day  ;  he  would  have 
left  but  one  impreftion  on  the  mind 
pf  every  man  who  heard  him,  and 
prhd.  believed  him  in  his  fenies,  that 
Sr:  fom  tit  mod  extent  he  was  guilty 
of  the  charge,. 

Mr*.  burke  entered  at  con  fid  er- 
■,  Is;  length  into  the  hiflory  of  the 
ft  veral  debts.  He  propofed  to  con- 
iront  them  with  no  other,  than  the 
Handing  authority  of  all  the  claims, 
lor  which  ad  tn  ini  l!  rat  to  ft  had 

thought  fit  to  provide;  the  grand 
debtor,  the  nabob  of  Arcot  lvimfelf. 
lie  called  the  attention  of  the  houle 
to  a  le tier  written  by  that  prince  to 
the  court  of  directors  at  the  precife 
period  when  the  main  body  of  the 
debts,  were  contracting.  In  this  let¬ 
ter  the  nabob  tlatcd  himfelf  to  be, 
what s  .iitidoubtedly  he  wits,,  a  liioft 
.'Competent  wit.hefs  to  the,  point  in 
.^ueftfom  After  ipegking  of  the 
wan  with  Hyd'er  All  in  17.68  mud 
1769,  and  of  other  urea  fores  into 
■which  he  complained  of  having  been 
led  by  "the  cwopanyY  feyvamts,  he 
■•proceeded,  u  It . tnele  things.. w ere 
agahift,  your  real  interefts,  .theyyare 
■ten  thou  find  times  -more  again  ft 
mime,  againft-the  profpenty  of  my 
.country*  and  the  happinefoor  my 
people  ;  for  your  in  ter  oils  ami  .mine 
are  the  lame,  *  In  what  taen  did 
fothsey originate' ?  In  th^private  v lews 
a  of"  a  few  individuals  j  who  have  en- 
■-ricked  vi§  of 


H  A  N  B 

your  iiiftuence,  and  of  my  country. 
Your  fervants  have  no  trade  in  this 
country,  nor  do  you  pay  them  high 
Wages.  :  Yet  in  a  few  years  they 
return  to  England  with,  many  lacks 
of  pagodas.  How  can  you  or  I  ae- 
count  for  fitch  immenfe  fortunes  ac¬ 
quired.  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  without 
any  viftble  means  of  getting  them 
This  letter  "Mr-  Burke  acknowledg¬ 
ed  was,  written  in  a  moody  humour, 
and  under  the  influence  of  fame 
chagrin. ;  but  it  was  in  fuch  hu¬ 
mours  that  truth. was  difeovered. 

With  refpebl  to  the  confolidated 
debt  of  1 767,  he-  readily  admitted 
it  to  ftand  the  fairell  of  the  whole  ; 
for  whatever  might  be  his.  fufpi- 
cions  concerning*  a  part  of  it,  he 
could  convict  it  of  nothing  worfe 
than  the  rao.fl  enormous  11  fury.  But 
he  could  convict  Mr.  Dundas^  upon 
the  fpot  of  the  moft  daring  mitre- 
prefentation  in  every  faff  he  had 
alledged,  in  defence  of  the  loan,  and 
of  his  own  conduct  in  regard  to  it. 
He  would  prove  to  the  houfe  that 
this  debt  was  never  contracted  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  company,  that 
it  had  not  their  approbation,  and 
that  they  received  the. drift  intelli¬ 
gence  of  it  with  the  utinoft  poftible 
fit  rp  rife,  indignation,  and.  alarm. 
For  this  pur pofe  he  adduced  a  num¬ 
ber  of  .authentic  papers.  When 
the  houfe  conlidered, the  enormity 
of  the  hue v.eft  at  which  thefe  debts 
were  gontra&ed,.  and. the  feyeral  in- 
tgnefts.  added  to  the  principal,  he 
believed  they  would  riot  think  him 
feep deal,  if  he  ftiquld  doubt  whe¬ 
ther*  for  this  debt,  which  had  been 
coniplidated  at  880,0.0,0,  the  nabob 
.ever  faw  ioo,oool.  in  real  money. 

The  tenour,  the  policy, -and.the 
coniequences  of  the  debt  of  1  767, 
were  in  the  eyes  of  mimftry  fo  ex¬ 
cellent,  that  its  merits  were  irrelift- 
..  ibis  ;  and  it  took  the  lead,  to  give 
credit  and  countenance  to  all .  the 
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reft.  Along*  with  this  chofen.  body 
of  heavy  armed  infantry,  and  to 
fupport  it  in  the  Ime,  Mr.  Dundas 
had  Rationed  his  corps  of  black  ca¬ 
valry.  If  there  were  any  advan¬ 
tage  between  this  debt  and  that  of 
1767,  according  to  him  the  cavalry 
debt  had  it.  It  was  not  a  iubjecl  of 
defence  ;  it  was  a  theme  of  panegy¬ 
ric.  Li  den  to  Mr.  Dundas,  and 
the  home  would  find  it  was  con¬ 
tracted  to  favc  the  country,  to  pre¬ 
vent  mutiny  iii  drmies,  to  intro¬ 
duce  oec  brio  my  in  r e  rieri  u  e  s  7  a  n-d 
for  all  th'efe  honourable  purpofes  it 
originated  at  the  exprefs delire,  and 
by  the  repreftntatiVe  authority  of 
the  company  itfelf.  Mr.  Burke  re¬ 
plied  to  this  panegyric,  that  it  was 
contracted,  riot  by  the  authority  of 
the  company,  not  by  its  reprefen- 
tatives,  but  in  the  ever  memorable 
period  of  1777,  by  the  ufurped 
power  of  thole  who  rebelliouily,  in 
conjunction  with  the  nabob  of  Ar- 
co't,  had  overturned  the  lawful  go¬ 
vernment  of  Madras.  For  that  re¬ 
bellion  the  houfe  of  commons  una- 
nimoullv  direCied  a  public  profecu- 
tion.  The  delinquents,  after  they 
had  fubverted  the  government,  in 
order  to  make  themfelves  a  party  to 
fupport  them  in  their  power,  were 
tiniverfally  known  to  have  dealt 
jobs  about  to  the  right  and  to  the 
left  to  any  who  were  willing  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.  Such  was  the  autho¬ 
rity  let  up  by  Mr.  Dundas,  to  re- 
prefent  that  company,  which  from 
the  lirft  moment  of  their  hearing  of 
this  corrupt  and  fraudulent  tranf- 
aCtion  to  the  p  refen  t  hour,  had  uni¬ 
formly  difowned  and  cl  i  fa  vowed  it. 

Mr.  Burke  read  the  hiftorv  of  the 

j 

loan  from  a  letter  of  the  nabob  of 
Arcot.  “  Mr.  Stratton,”  laid  the 
nabob,  <c  became  acquainted  with 
my  lituation,  and  got  Mr.  Taylor 
and  others  to  lend  me  i6o,ooch  to¬ 
wards  difcharging.the  arrearsyff tire 


pay  of  my  troops.  Upon  this  I- 
wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Strat¬ 
ton  ;  and  upon  the  faith  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  being  paid  immediately,  I  or¬ 
dered  many  of  my  troops  to  be  dif~ 
charged  by1  a  certain  day,  and  ieif- 
ened  the  number  of  my  lervants. 
Mr.  Taylor  fame  time  after  ac¬ 
quainted  me,  that -he  and  his  affo- 
ciates  had  no  ready  money,  but  that 
they  would  gram  bills  payable  in 
four  months.  This  aftonifhed  rue; 
for  I  did  not  know  what  might  hap¬ 
pen  when  the  fepo.ys  were  difitiiffc-i 
from  my  fe twice.  Two  years  are 
nearly  expired  lince  that  time.  But 
Mr.  Taylor  lias  not  yet  entirely 
difeharged  the  arrears  of  thole 
troops,  and  I  am  obliged  to  conti¬ 
nue  their  pay  from  that  time  to  this. 
I  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  lefiea 
the  number  of  my  troops,  and  dif- 
charge  the  arrears  due  to  them,  con- 
lidering  the  trifle  of  intereft  to  Mr. 
Taylor  and  the  others  as  no  great 
matter.  But  inftead  of  this  I  am 
oppreffed  with  the  burthen  of  pay 
due  to  thole  troops,  and  the  intereft, 
which  is  going  on  to  Mr,  Taylor 
from  the  day  the  loan  was  conclud¬ 
ed.”  The  nabob  farther  Hated, 
that  for  the  paper  of  the  money¬ 
lenders  he  immediately  handed  over 
to  them  fomething  very  different 
from  paper,  the  «ccipt  of  a  terri¬ 
torial  revenue.  Their  payments, 
therefore  not  being  to  commence 
before  the  end  of  four  months,  and 
not  being  completed  in  two  years, 
they  might  fairly  be  prefumed  to 
have  been  made  out  of  the  revenues 
received  from  his  alignment.  They 
condefcended  to  accumulate  a  debt 
of  i6o,oool.  with  an  intereft  of  12I, 
per  cent,  in  compenfation  for  a  lin¬ 
gering  payment  to  the  nabob  of 
160, cool,  of  his  own  money. 

Mr.  Burlp  farther,  animadverted 
upon  the  fecurity  required  by  the 
board  of  controul  for  the, advance 

of 


x£  die  annual  fund  of  480,000!. 
When  a  foucar,  that  is  a  money - 
dealcr,-.  became  iecurity  for  any  na¬ 
tive  prince^  t;h.e -courfe  was  for  the 
prince  to  counter  fecu  re  the  money- 
dealer-  by,  making  ,  over  to  him  m 
mortgage  a  portion  ©f;  his  territory 
ccjuai  To  the  film  annually  to  be 
paid, .  with  an  interefc  of  at  lead  24I. 
per  © cut*  Mr.  Burke  uprated  the 
authority  of  lord  Macartney,  to 
prove  that  the  foucars  would  ,be  no 
other  than  the  creditors  themfelves. 
He.  affirmed,  that  the  plan  dii;e£ted 
by-Mr.  HaiHngs  of  cutting  off  25L 
per  cent,  from  the  principal  of  the 
debt,  was  the  propofal  of  the  cre¬ 
ditors  themfelves.  He  contrafted 
this  with  the  prodigality  of  the  pre¬ 
fer  t,  fettlement.  The  mini  Her  not 
contented  with  authorizing  thefe 
tranfacffions  in  a  manner  and  to  an 
extent  unhoped  for  by  the  rapa¬ 
cious  expectations  of  ufury  itfelf, 
loaded-,  the  broken  back  of  the  In- 
riian-re  venues  in  favour  of  his  wor¬ 
thy  friends  the  fou cars,,  with  an  ad¬ 
ditional  ,24!.  per  cent,  for  conde- 
fcending  to  take  the  country  in 
mortgage  to  pay  to  themfelves  the 
fruits.,  of  their  own  extortions. 

The  laft  thing  coniidered  by  the 
board  dfi  Controul  among  the  debts 
of  the  Carnatic,  waa  that  ariilng  to 
the  :Eaft  India  company.  It  was  now 
.ffatqdbythe  dir.eCtorsat  5,ooo,oool.; 
lord  Macartney’s  account  of  11781, 
Hated  it  to  be  at  that  period 
3,20.0,000!,  This  debt,  after  the 
proyihon  for  the  cavalry,  and.  the 
confolidation  of  1777,^13  to  divide 
the  refidue  of  ;  the  propofed  fund 
with  the  lenders  of  1  767.1  .Never 
was  a  more  ■fhatneful  p.oftponing  a 
public  demand-,  .which  byathe  Yea- 
foil  of  the  thing,  and  the  uniform 
practice  of  nations,  fuperleded  every 
private  claim.  This  poftponement 
was  made  by  perfons  who  contider-. 
jed  the  company’s,  as  a  lawful  da- 

■;  ^  f  • . *■ 


mand.  For  himfelf,  Mr.  Burke 
laid,  who  profefied  to  fpenk  to  the 
under  Handings  and  the  confcienccs 
of  the  houfe,  and  to  brnfh  away 
from  the  bufinefs  all  falte  colours, 
all  falfe  appellations,  as  well  as 
fa  lie  fa€Isy  he  pofitively  denied  that 
the  Carnatic  owed  a  Hulling  to  the 
company,  whatever  the  company 
might  be  indebted  to  that  imdone 
country.  It  owed  nothing  to  the 
company  for  this  plain  and  fimple 
reafcn,  the  territory  charged  with 
the  debt  was  their  own.  Today 
that  their  revenues  fell  fliort,  and 
owed  them  money,  was  talking  non- 
fenfe.  If  men  were  allowed  to  cre¬ 
dit  themfelves  upon  fuch  principles, 
any  one  might  loon  grow  rich.  A 
flood  came  down  upon  a  man’s  eftate 
•in  the  Bedford  level  of  ioooh  a 
year,  and  drowned  his  rents  for  ten 
years.  The  chancellor  would  put 
that  man  into  the  hands  of  a  trufiee, 
who  fhould  gravely  make  up  his 
books,  and  for  this  lofs  credit  him¬ 
felf  .in  his  account  for  a  debt  due  to 
him  of  io,oooi.  It  was  however 
on  this  principle  the  company  made 
Up  its  demands  on  the  Carnatic.  I11 
peace  they  went  ,to  the  full  length, 
and  indeed  more  than  the  full  length, 
of  what  the  people  could'  bear  for 
current  eftablifbments.  They  were 
then  abftird  enough  to  confolidate 
all  the  calamities  of  war  into  debts, 
•to  metamorphofe  the  devaluations  of 
the  country  into  demands  upon  igs 
future  production.  What  was  this 
but  to  avow  a  refolutioo  utterly  to 
deftroy  their  own  dominions  ?  In 
•every  leafe  of  a  farm  the  mvalion 
of  an  enemy,  in  Head  of  forming  a 
demand  fc>Kiir rear,  was  a  releale  of 
rent-.  >  ‘It  was  for  that  reafoh  Mr. 
Burke. 'had' applauded  the  author  of 
-the  Rejected’ India  bill,  who,  when 
he  ©irrivafTed  the  *-  company’s  ac¬ 
counts,  fixed  His  difeermng  eye, 
.apd  his.  deciding'  handy  on  thefe 

debt^ 
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debts  of  the  company  from  the  na¬ 
bob  of  Arcot  and  the  raja  of  Tan- 
jo  re,  and  at  one  droky  expunged 
them  all,  as  utterly  .irrecoverable  ; 
he  might- have  added,  as  utterly  un¬ 
founded.  3jJ  Ollbi  Ml 

Mr.  Burke  cnreredet^ajC^fcinto 
the  date  of  the  Carnat%.~»£He i8®ttrr 
tioned  the  repeated  provocations 
from  the  government-  of  Madras, 
that  had  preceded  - the  celebrated 
invafion  of  ]  780.  When  at  length 
Hyder  Ali  found  that  he  had  to  do  • 
with  men,  wh©  either  would  lign 
no  convention,,  or  whom  no  treaty 
and  no  fignature  could  bind,  and 
who  were  the  determined  enemies 
of  human  intercourfe  itlelf,  he  de¬ 
creed  to  make  the  country  pofieded 
fey  thefe  incorrigible  and  predefii- 
mated  criminals  a  memorable  exam¬ 
ple  to  mankind.  He  refolyed,  in 
the  gloomy  recedes  of  a  mind  ca¬ 
pable  of  fuch  things,  to  leave  the 
whole  Carnatic  an  everlafting  mo¬ 
nument  of  vengeance,  and  to  put 
perpetual  defoiation  as  a  barrier  be¬ 
tween  him  and  thole,  againil  whom 
the  faith  that  held  the  moral  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  world  together  was  no 
protection.  He  drew  from  every 
quarter  whatever  a  lavage  ferocity 
could  add.  to  his  new  rudiments  in 
the  arts  of  de  If  ruction  ;  and  com¬ 
pounding  all  the  materials  of  fury, 
havock  and  defoiation,  into  one 
black  cloud,  he  hung  for  a  while  on 
the  declivities  of  the  mountains. 
While  the  authors  of  all  thefe  evils 
were  idly  and  itupidly  gating  on 
this  menacing  meteor,  whichblack-  > 
ened  all  their  horizon,  it  fuddenly  j 
burd,  and  poured  down  the  whole 
of  its  contents  upon  the  plains  of 
the  Carnatic.  Then  enfued  a  leene 
of  wroe,  the.  Idee  of  which  no  eye 
had  feen,  no  heart  conceived,  and 
which  no  tongue  could  adequately 
tell.  All  the  horrors  of  war  before 
known  or  heard  of,  were  mercy  to 
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that  new  havock.  A  dorm  of  ulii- 
verfal  fire  bladed  every  field,  con- 
{ timed  every  houfe,  dedroyed  every 
temple.  The  miferable  inhabitants 
dying  from  their  flaming  villages 
in  part  were  fiaughtered ;  Others* 
without  regard  to  fex,  to  age,  to 
the  .refpedt  of  rank,  or  the  lac  red- 
nefs  of  function,  fathers  torn  from, 
children,  and  hufbands  from  wives,, 
were  enveloped  in  a  whirlwind  o£ 
cavalry,  and  ainidd  the  goading 
fpears  of  drivers,  and  the  trampling 
of  pu riuing  horfes,  were  fwept  into 
captivity  in  an  unknown  and  hodiie 
land.  ' 

Thofe  who  were  able  to  evade 
this  temped,  fled  to  the  walled  ci¬ 
ties.  But  efcaping  from  fire,  fword, 
and  exile,  they  fell  into  the  jaws  of 
famine.  Mr.  Burke  had  intended 
to  awaken  the  judice  of  the  haufe 
towards  this  unhappy  part  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  by  bringing  before 
them  forae  of  the  circumdances  of 
this  plague  of  hunger.  Of  all  the 
calamities  which  be  let  and  waylay- 
ed  the  life  of  man,,  this  came  the 
neared  to  our  heart,  and  was  that 
in  which  the  prouded  of  us  all  felt 
himfelf  to  be  nothing  more  than  he 
was.  But  he  found  himfelf  unable 
to  manage  it  with  decorum.  Thefe 
details  were  a  fpecies  of  horror,  fa 
naufeous  and  diigufiing,  they  were 
fo  degrading  to  the  fufieiers  and  to 
the  hearers,  they  were  fo  humiliat¬ 
ing  to  human  nature  itfelf,  that  on 
better  thoughts  he  found  it  more 
advifeable  to  throw  a  pall  over  this 
hideous  objebt,  and  to  leave  it  to 
their  general  conceptions.  For 
eighteen  months,  without  intermif- 
fion,  the  deftrudtion  raged  from  the 
gates  of  Madras  to  the  gates  of 
Tanjore.  So  completely  did  thofe 
maders  in  their  art,  Hyder  Ali,  and 
his  more  ferocious  foil,  abiolv'e ” 
themfelves  of  their  impious  vow, 
that  when  the  Bridfli  armies  tra- 
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verfedras  they  had  done  the  Car- 
'iiatie:  for  hundreds  of  miles  in  all 
directions,  through  the  whole  line 
of  thek  march  they  did  not  lee  one 
man,  not  one  woman,  not  one  child, 
.not  one  four-footed  bead:  of  any  de¬ 
scription.  One  dead  univerfal  11- 
Tsskeer  reigned  over  the  whole' re¬ 
gion;  cum 

■n:  The  Carnatic  was  a  country  not 
-stmch  inferior  in  extent  to  England. 
Mr.- Burke  called  upon  the  fpeaker 
it)  figure  to  himfelf  the  land  in 
Whole  reprefentative  chair  he  fat  ; 
to-  figure  the  form  andfafliion  of  his 
Tweet  and  cheerful  country  from 
Thames'  to  Trent,  and  from  the 
Xrifh  to  the  German  fea,  emptied  and 
cmkowelied  by  fo  accomplifhed  a 
defblation.  Let  him  extend  his 
imagination  a  little  farther  ;  and  let 
•  him  fuppofe  their  ministers  taking  a 
i  i’urvey  of  this  feene  of  wafte  and 
cieibiation.  What  would  be  his 
thoughts,  if  he  fliouid  be  informed 
,  that  they  were  computing  how 
much  had  been  the  amount  of  the 
excise,  how  much  of  the  euftoms, 
how  much  of  the  land  and  malt- 
tax,  in  order  that  they  might  charge, 
upon  the  relics  of  the  fatiated  ven¬ 
geance  of  relentlefs  enemies,  the 
whole  of  what  England  had  yielded 
in  the  moil  exuberant  feafons  of 
peace  and  abundance  ?  Every  day 
Mr.  Burke  faid  they  were  fatigued 
and  difs tided  with  the  cant,  that  the 
Carnatic  was  a  country  that  would 
foon  recover,  and  become  i  nil  ant  ly 
as  prolperous  as  ever.  Such  as 
would  give  themfelves  the  trouble 
of  conlidering  the  manner  in  which 
mankind  were  increased,  and  coun¬ 
tries  cultivated,  would  •  regard  all. 
this  raving  as  it  ought  to  be  regard¬ 
ed.  In  order  that  the  people,  after 
-a  long  period  of  vexation  and  plun¬ 
der,  might  be  in  a  conditionto  main¬ 
tain  government,  government  mull 
begin  by  maintaining  them;  Here 


the  road  to  ceconomy  lay  not  through 
receipt,  but  through  expence.  Ne¬ 
ver  did  oppreilion  light  the  nuptial 
torch,  never  did  extortion  and  u- 
fury  fpread  out  the  genial  bed.  Did 
any  of  them  think  teat  England  fo 
‘walled  would  rapidly  and  cheaply 
recover  ?  But  -’England  would  a 
thoufand  times  fooner  refume  popu¬ 
lation,  fertility,  and,  what  ought  to 
be  the  ultimate  iecretion  from  both, 
revenue,  than  1-uch  a  country  as  the 
Carnatic. 

The  Carnatic  was  not  by  the 
bounty  of  nature  a  fertile  foil.  It 
was  rclrefhed  by  few  or  no  living 
brooks-  or  running  dreams,  and  it 
had  rain  only  at  a  feaion.  For  that 
reaibn,  in  the  happier  times  of  In¬ 
dia,  a  number  o!  refervoirs,  aim  oft 
incredible,  had  been  made  through 
the  whole  country.  They  were 
formed  for  the  greater  part  of 
mounds  of  earth  and  ftones,  with 
flu  ices  of  folk!  mafonry  ;  the  whole 
conftructed  with  admirable  Iklll  and 
labour,  and  maintained  at  a  mighty 
charge.  In  the  territory  contained 
in  the  map  of  the  company’s  jag- 
hire,  they  amounted  to  upwards  of 
eleven  hundred,  from  the  extent  of 
two  or  three  acres  to  five  miles  in 
circuit.  From  thefe  refervoirs  cur¬ 
rents  were  occasionally  drawn  over 
the  fields,  and  the  water-courfes  a- 
gain  called  for  a  conliderable  ex¬ 
pence,  to  keep  them  properly  fcour- 
ed,  and  duly  levelled.  Thele  were 
not-the  enterprifes  of  Englifh  power, 
nor  in  a  liyle  of  magnificence  fuited 
to.  the  talle.  of  her  mini  tier.  They 
were  the  monuments  of  real  kings, 
who  were  the  fathers  of  their  peo¬ 
ple  ;  they  were  the-  grand  fepul- 
ciires  built  by  ambition ;  but  by  the 
ambition,  of  an  infatiable  benevo¬ 
lence,  which,  not  contented  with 
mgning  in  the  difpenfation  of  hap- 
pinefs  during  the  contracted  term  of 
human  -life,  ~had-  drained,  with  all 
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vacioas  mind,  to  extend  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  this  bounty  beyond  the  li¬ 
mits  of  nature,-  and  to  perpetuate 
themfelves  through  generations  of 
generations,  the  guardians,  the  pro¬ 
tectors,  the  nouriihers  of  mankind. 

Long  before  the  late  invafion,  the 
refervoirs  were  every  where  fallen 
into  a  miferable  decays  but  after 
the  entry  of  a  cruel  foreign  foe,  he 
did  not  leave  the  country  till  his  re¬ 
venge  had  completed  th-eir  deliruc- 
tion.  hew,  very  few  were  there, 
indeed,  of  thefe  magazines  of  wa¬ 
ter  that  were  not  either  totally  de- 
itroyed,  or  cut  through  with  the 
molt  ruinous  breaches.  What  in  this 
fituation  would  have  been  the  con¬ 
duct  of  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  ad- 
mknftratioa  i  They  would  have  re¬ 
duced  all  the  molt  necedfary  efia- 
biifiiments,  they  would  have  fuf- 
pended  the  julteft  payments,  they 
would  have  told  the  corps  of  fictiti¬ 
ous  creditors,  whofe  crimes  were 
their  claims,  that  they  mult  keep  at 
an  awful  difiance.  'They  would 
have  proclaimed  with  a  voice  that 
fihould  make  itfelf  heard,  that  on 
every,  country  the  firft  creditor-  is 
the  plough.;  that  this  original,  in¬ 
defeasible  claim,  fupededed  every 
other  demand.  But  on  the  grand 
.point  of  the  reiteration  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  there  was  not  a  fy liable  to  be 
found  in  the  correfponden.ee  of  the 
Britilli  miniliera.  They  felt  no¬ 
thing  for  a  land  defolated  by  fire, 
fword  and  famine.  Their  1'yrnpa- 
thies  took  another  direction-.  They 
■were  touched  with  pity  for  bribery, 
fo  long  tormented  with  a  fr  chiefs 
itching  of  its  palms.  Their  bowels 
yearned  for  ufury,  that  had  long 
miffed  the  harveft  of  its  returning 
feafons.  They  felt  for  peculation, 
which  had  been  for  fo  many  years 
raking  in  the  dull  of  an  empty  trea¬ 
sury.  They  were  melted  into  com* 


paflion  for  rapine  and  oppreffio^ 
licking  their  dry,  parched.,  unbloody 

jaws.  '  ' 

i\ir.  Burke  briefly  adverted  to  the 
quotation  made,  by  Mr.  Bundas* 
from  a  letter  ot  lord  Macartney,  in 
which  the  revenues  of  the  Gariaatic 
were  taken  at  i  ,2  0o,oooh  He  .fail 
that  this  calculation  was  made  upoaa 
the  fuppofition  of  the  country  be¬ 
ing  refi  ned  to  its  original  prospe¬ 
rity.  He  produced  a  paper,  not -of 
{peculation,  but  of  adfual  account 
by  which  it  appeared  that  lord  Mac¬ 
artney’s  committee  of  revenue  ball 
made  in  one  year  no  more  tbs® 
6oo,oooL  And.  he  remarked  onthrb 
circumfiance  of  the  revenue  feeing; 
taken  out  of  the  mafwgement  in 
which  lord  Macartney  had  place! 
it,  at  the  very  moment  that.thecal- 
culation  of  that  nobleman,  founded 
on  this  management,  was  fiated  as 
a  ground  for  mini  fie  rial  meafures* 
Mr.  Burke  tsok  notice  of  Mr.  Dun- 
das’s  defiance  to  his  adversaries  :t<& 
difeover  any  finifier  motives  for  his 
conduct.  If  he  proved  fraud  ant 
colhilion  with  regard  to  public  mo* 
ney  on  the  fervants  of  government, 
he  was  not  obliged  to  alfign  their 
motives  ;  becaufe  no  good  motives 
could  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  their 
conduct.  But  fince  thefe  gentlemen 
had  dared  to  hold  a  lofty  tone  upon 
the  fubjedr,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
lay  before  the  houle  lome  general 
obf  ervations.  He  brought- to.  their 
recollection  the  plan  of  Mr.  Prtt  far 
a  reform  in  the  representation  ofthe 
people.  In  his  anxious  refearcbes 
upon  this  fubjsCf,  natural  inftimfi, 
as  well  as  found  policy,  would  di¬ 
rect  his  eyes,  and  fettle  his  choice 
on  Mr.  Paul  Benfield, the  great  cre¬ 
ditor  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot.  Paul! 
Benfield  was  the  grand  parliament¬ 
ary  ^reformer,  to  whom  the  whole 
choir  of  reformers-  bowed,  and  to 
•whom  even  Mr.  Pitt  himfclf  muft 
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yield  the  palm.  For  what  region 
m  the  empire,  what  city,  what  bo¬ 
rough,  what  county,  what  tribu¬ 
nal,  was  not  full  of  his  labours  ? 
Others  had  been  only  fpeculators, 
he  was  the  grand  practical  refor¬ 
mer;  and  while  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  pledged  in  vain  the 
man  and  the  miniiler,  Mr.  Berifield 
had  thrown  in  the  borough  of  Crick- 
lade  to  reinforce  the  county  repre- 
fentation.  Not  content  with  this. 
In  order  to  ftation  a  beady  phalanx 
for  all  future  reforms,  this  public- 
fpirited  ufurer,  amidlt  his  charit¬ 
able  toils  for  the  relief  of  India,  did 
not  forget  the  poor  rotten  con  Hit  u- 
tion  of  his  native  country.  For  her 
he  did  not  difdain  to  boop  to  the 
trade  of  a  wholefale  upholfterer  for 
that  houfe,  to  furnifh  it  not  with 
the  faded  tape  dry  figures  of  anti¬ 
quated  merit,  fuch  as  decorate  and 
may  reproach  fome  other  houfes, 
but  with  real,  folid,  living  patterns 
of  true  modern  virtue.  Paul  Ben- 
held  made,  reckoning  himfelf,  no 
fewer  than  eight  members  in  the  lab 
parliament.  What  copious  breams 
of  pure  blood  in uft  he  not  have 
transfufed  into  the  veins  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  ? 

But  what  was  even  more  (hiking 
than  the  real  fervices  of  this  new- 
imported  patriot,  was  his  mode  fry. 
As  foon  as  he  had  conferred  this  be¬ 
nefit  on  the  conftitution,  he  with¬ 
drew  himfelf  from  England,  and 
defrauded  the  longing  eyes  of  par¬ 
liament.  They  had  never  enjoyed 
in  that  houfe  the  luxury  of  behold¬ 
ing  this  minion  of  the  human  race, 
and  contemplating  that  vifage  which 
had  fo  long  reflected  the  happinefs 
of  nations.  It  was  therefore  not 
poilible  for  the  miniber  to  confuit 
pcrfonally  with  this  great  man.  But 
through  a  fagaqty  that  never  fail¬ 
ed  him  in  thefe  purfuits,  he  found 
out  in  Mr.  Benfield’s  reprefenta- 


tive  and  attorney,  Mr.  Richard  4*- 
kinfon,  his  exad  refemblance.  The 
facred  friend  blip  and  the  beady  mu¬ 
tual  attachment  that  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  was  well  known.  The 
public  was  an  indignant  witnefs, 
through  the  p'rogrefs  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
India  bill,  of  the  obentation  with 
vvhich  Mr,  Atkinfon  made  that  inea- 
fure  his  own,  and  the  authority 
with  which  he  brought  up  claufe 
after  claufe  to  bub'  and  fatten  the 
rankiiefs  of  that  corrupt  a<5l.  As 
fab  as  the  claufes  were  brought  up 
they  were  accepted.  No  hefitation, 
no  difeuffion.  Paul  Benfield’s  abo- 
ciate  and  agent  was  held  up  to  the 
world  as  the  Idgibator  of  Indoban. 
It  was  fcarcely  lefs  notorious,  that 
the  fame  perfon,  in  the  fame  virtu- 
ous  caufe,  had  fubmitted  to  keep  a 
fort  of  public  office  or  compting- 
houfe,  where  the  whole  buiinefs  of 
the  lab  general  eledlion  was  •  ma¬ 
naged.  It  was  managed  upon  In¬ 
dian  principles,  and  for  an  Indian 
intereb.  This  was  the  golden  cup 
of  abominations ;  this  was  the  cha¬ 
lice  of  the  fornications  of  rapine, 
ufury,  and  oppreffion,  which  was 
held  out  by  the  gorgeous  eabern 
harlot,  which  fo  many  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  fo  many  of  the  nobles  of  the 
land,  had  drained  to  the  very  dregs. 

Did  they  think  that  no  reckoning 
was  to  follow  this  lewd  debauch  ? 
That  no  payment  was  to  be  demand¬ 
ed  for  this  riot  of  public  drunken- 
nefs  and  national  probitution  ?  Here 
they  had  it  before  them,  in  the  mi- 
niberial  grant  to  Mr.  Atkinfon’s 
principal.  The  chairman  of  the 
company  had  bated  Mr,  Beiifield’s 
claims  on  the  nabob  of  Arcot  as  a- 
mounting  to  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  Eight  hundred  thoufand 
had  been  mentioned  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  ;  but  his  bell  information  did 
not  enable  Mr.  Burke  to  fix  his 
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fhare  higher  than  400,060!..  By 
the  fcheme  of  the  preiemt  miniftry 
for  adding  to  the  principal  1  2I. .".per 
cent,  from  the  year  1  7 77 '  to  ‘  the 
year  1  781,  400, oool V  t he  hhalleil 
of  the  fums  that  were  ever  mention¬ 
ed  for  Mr.  Benfield,  would  form  a 
capital  of  592,0001.  Thu 3  By  the 
act  of  the  board  of  eontroul  now 
under  eonii  delation,'  he. had  receiv¬ 
ed  an  annuity  of  3  5,  520I..  charged 
on  the  public  revenues,  f  But  this 
was,  not  all.  Lord  Macartney,  to 
frighten  the  court  of  directors  from 
the  project  of  obliging  the  nabob  to 
give  fecuritv  for  his  debt,  had 
named  Mr.  Benfield  as  the  man, 
who,  if  any,  would  infallibly  be 
the  foucar,  and  fo  become  the  en¬ 
tire  mailer  of  the  Carnatic.  What 
lord  Macartnev  had  thought  fufii- 
cient  to  deter  the  very  agents  of 
Benfield,  and  the  partakers  in  his 
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meats  of  mini  tic  rsto  tlWfoeafure  in 
q u  cilion.  Mr.  Ben  held  uffulr  there¬ 
fore  be  confidered  as  theWeeurity 
for  480,000!.  at  24IV  per  cent, 
which,  together  with  the  ifiterefl  of 
his  old;  debt,  produced  fan  arinuHl' 
income  or  149,5  zow  1  his  was  the 
counterbalance  found  out  by  Mr* 
Pitt  to. gfl  corrupt  ariltocfacies,’  and 
to  all  odious  coalitions,  A  fingle 
Benfield  outweighed  them  all.  A 
criminal,  who  long  fince  ought  to 
have  fattened  the  region,  kites  with 
his  offal,  was  by  his  majelty’s  mi¬ 
ni  iters  enthroned  in  the  government 
of  a  great  kingdom,  and  enfeoffed 
with  an  eflate  which,  in  the  com¬ 
panion,  effaced  the  fplendour  of  all 
the  nobility  of  Europe.  The  que- 
ffion  was  put,  and  Mr.  Fox’s  mo¬ 
tion  reje&ed,  ayes  69,  noe$  164* 


CHAP.  VII. 

CommiJJibncr s  of 'Accounts.  Navy  Office ’Bill*  Audit  of  the  Impreji*  Of  * 
/ice  Reform  Bill .  Finances.  I. can.  Faxes.  Bills  of  Mr.  Grenville 
and  Ford  Mahon.  Mr.  Beaufoy*  s  Bill.  Herring  Fijbcry .  Polls  dnd 
Scrutinies.  Bill  of  Police. 


H  E  eommiflion  which  had 
been  appointed  in  the  year 
1780,  to  take  and  Hate  the  public 
accounts  of  the  kingdom,  had  ex¬ 
cited  a  very  general  attention,  and 
by  their  reports  acquired  to  them- 
felves  honour  and  applaufe.  Seve¬ 
ral  meafures  had  already  received 
the  fandtion  of  parliament,  tending 
to  introduce  and  fyftematife  that  oe- 
conomy  which  it  had  been  the  bu- 
finefs  of  the  commiiiioners  of  ac¬ 
counts  to  recommend  and  illuflrate. 
Still  however,  though  much  had 
been  done,  fomething  remained  to 
be  done.  Accordingly  the  reports 
in  queftion  were  recommended  to 
the  contideration  of  parliament  in 
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the  fpeech  from  the  throne.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  the  recommendation,  Mr* 
Pitt  role  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  on  the  f  eighteenth  of 
February,  to  bring  forward  thole 
meafures  which  he  conceived  to  be 
the  juft  refultof  the  labours  of  the 
commiifioners .  He  hud,  that  though 
their  reports  were  voluminous,  the 
topics  contained  in  th£?m  might  be 
arranged  under  two  or  three  gene*, 
ral  heads.  Tliecommiffioners  Had 
turned  their  attention  to  rhe  manner 
in  which  the  revenues  of  the  coun¬ 
try  were  collected.  They  had  en* 
tered  into  the  confideration  of  the. 
practice  of  the  feveral  offices  of  ex¬ 
penditure,  and  of  the  mode  in  which 
H  the 
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the  public  money  was  i fined  through 
the  exchequer*  Ladlv,  they  hud 
d iicu fled  the  lyflem  according  to 
which  the  money  fo  iil’ued  was 
checked  and  controlled,  and  the- 
plan  by  which  it  was  ultimately  ac¬ 
counted  tor  to  the  exchequer. 

The  fird  of  the  heads  Mr.  Pitt 
had  enumerated,  and  which  made 
the  fubjecd  of  two  reports,  had  al- 
r ea d v  confi d e  r a b  1  v  e n  g ag e d  t h e  p u  b  - 
lie  attention.  Their  ideas,  with  re- 
i'p  ect  to  the  collection  of  the  land- 
tax,  had  been  for  the.  moil  part  re¬ 
duced  to  practice.  Inilead  of  buf¬ 
fering  the  produce  oi  the  tax  to  lie, 
as  had  been  uiuai,  in  the  hands  oi 
the  receivers,  means  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  parliament  that  the  ba¬ 
lances  might  be  more  frequently 
paid,  and  that  the  officer's  flioidd  be 
rewarded  by  fixed  ialaries,  rather 
than  by  fees  and  poundage.  In 
the  fame  manner  another  topic  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  branch  of  enquiry, 
the  pod-office,  had  been  in  an  act 
of  the  lad  feffion  coniiderably  a- 
mended.  The  commiilioners  dated, 
that  the  pod -office  was  directed  to 
pay  700I.  a  week  to  the  treafury, 
and  that  this  was  a  very  fmall  ium, 
in  proportion  to  the  money  deriv¬ 
ed  from  that  fource  of  revenue. 
But  the  pod*office  was  now  directed 
to  pay  3  or  of.  indead  of  700I.  in¬ 
to  the  treafury,  and  -this,  he  believ¬ 
ed,  was  as  much  as  could  be  week¬ 
ly  drawn  from  them,  confidently 
with  the  exigencies  of  the  inilitur 
tion. 

The  fee  end  fubjecl  of  the  com¬ 
miilioners  and  which  extended  it- 
felf  through  five  or  fix  of  their  re¬ 
ports,  was,  as  he  had  dated,  an 
account  of  thole  public  offices  and 
their  conduc'd,  through  which  the 
money  palled  in  its  application  to 
|he  various'  feryic.es  for  which  it 
was  granted.  The  pay-office,  the 
.moll  important  of  there,  had  of  late 
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been  coniiderably  amended,  and  was 
now  brought  nearly  to  the  date,  re¬ 
commended  by  the  commiilioners. 
The  office  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy  was  next  in  conlideration  to 
the  pay-office  ;  and  he  was  happy 
to  fay  that  his  friend,  the  prefent 
treafurer,  had,  in  confequence  of 
the  report  of  the  commiilioners  ta¬ 
ken  the  whole  of  the  practice  of  his 
office,  and  oi  their  fuggedions,  into 
his  mod  able  conlideration,  and 
formed  a  plan  which  promifed  to 
be  effefdual.  It  was  the  peculiar 
charge  brought  againd  thefe  of¬ 
fice®,  that  balances  had  been  differ¬ 
ed  unneceffiarilv  to  accumulate  in 
the  hands  of  perfons  who  held  them, 
while  they  remained  in  place,  and 
to  continue  with  them  long  after 
they  had  quitted  the  public  lerviee. 
This  Very  ex  pen  five  and  inconveni¬ 
ent  practice  had  chiefly  arifen  from 
the  verv  great  delay,  and  the  old 
and  obdinate  forms  of  puffing  the 
accounts  in  the  exchequer,  which, 
however  propter  they  might  have 
been  when  they  were  adopted,  were 
infinitely  too  confided,  dilatory,  and 
intricate  for  the  enlarged  bufinefs 
of  the  prefent  expenditure.  Th« 
frd  providon  of  Mr.  Dnndas’s 
plan,  Mr.  Pitt  dated  to  be,  that 
every  treafurer,  on  quitting  his 
office,  fliould  transfer  the  balances 
in  his  hands  to  his  fuccelfor  ;  and 
lecondly,  that  every  treafurer  while 
in  office  fliould  cl»fe  his  accounts 
ever}' year.  Thefe  regulations  were 
not  incompatible  with  practice,  nor 
irreconcilable  to  the  duties  of  of¬ 
fice.  Another  circumdance,  Mr. 
Pitt  laid,  that  had  proved  the  great 
fource  and  pretence  for  delaying 
this  bufinefs,  was  the  practice  of 
the  fub-accountants.  Indead  of  the 
manner  now  in  ufe,  of  their  receiv¬ 
ing  the  money  neceifary  for  their 
feverai  expenditures  from  the  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  navy,  and  holding  an 
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Account  with  him,  bv  which  he  had 
a  double  credit  and  was  prevented 
from  doling  his  account  with  the 
exchequer,  it  was  propofed  by  Mr. 
Pundas  that  they  Iliould  draw  the 
fums  neceffary  and  have  pcrfonally 
to  account  with  the  fuperior  office  ; 
at  the  faille  time  giving  regular  in¬ 
formation  to  the  treafurer  of  the 
application  of  the  funis  fo  drawn. 
In  additioii  to  thele  means  it  was  in¬ 
tended,  that  the  nioney  fnould  in 
future  be  placed  in  the  cuftody  of 
the  bank;  as  had  lately  been  pre- 
feribed  with  re  ip  eft  to  the  army  ex¬ 
penditure;  A  third  remedy  con¬ 
tained  in  the  intended  bill  to  the 
unneceffary  irtcreafe  of  balance  in 
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the  hands  of  the  treafurer,  was  di¬ 
rected  to  the  circumlfan.ce  that  e» 
Very  head  of  ierviee;  and  the  fums 
appropriated  to  each  l'qrvice  had 
been  kept  diftindf.  Inftead  of  this  it 
was  propofed,  that  the  heads  of  fer- 
vice  ihould  be  reduced  to  three,  the 
Victualling,  the  navy;  and  the  lick 
and  hurt  office  ;  and  that  when  the 
fum  appropriated  to  any  one  lervice 
Iliould  bC  exhaulfed,  the  lervants 
of  the  public  iliould  have  tecourle 
to  the  funis  in  their  hands,  original- 
tv  drawn  for  other,  but  not  dif- 
iimilar  ler vices;  Such  was  the  plan 
of  the  bill  for  better  regulating  the 
office  of  the  treitfurer  of  the  navy; 
and  Mr.  Pitt  had  no  doubt  that 
when  it  was  adopted,  it:  would  ful¬ 
ly  anfwer  the  expectations  excited 
by  the  coftimiffioners  of  accounts. 
The  next  great  office  iii  this  branch 
of  the  reports  was  the  ordnari.ee  ; 
and  here  the  ideas  of  the  commif- 
fioiiers  had  fo  intimately  fallen  in 
with  thole  of  the  office  itfelf;  that 
Its  directors  had  fpontaiieoully  ad¬ 
opted  and  carried  into  effeCt  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  luggelHonsi  The  only 
confide  ration  that  called  for  the  in¬ 
terference  of  parliament,  was  the 
sraiisferririg  the  ciiftcdy  of  the  caili 


for  ordnance  fervice  to  the  Tank  af 
England-.  This  objedt  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  a  cl  ante  in  the  iiavy- 
office  bill. 

Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  obferveq 
that  the  office  of  the  pay ni after  of 
the  army  had  already  experienced 
feveral  coniiderable  improvement,?. 
But  on'e  material  drcuiriffarice  iii 
that  office  Hill  remained  to  be  a-* 
mended,  and  that  wis  the  practice 
of  the  expenditure  in  the  article  of 
extraordinaries.  Ellghly  as  Mr. 
Pitt  thought  of  the  labours  arid 
much  as  he  commended  the  appli¬ 
cation  and  abilities  of  the  cdmtnijjp 
doners  of  accounts*  he  muff  differ 
from  them  in  one  particular*  They 
had  admitted  in  the  tranfadiions  of 
the  laff  war,  arid  oi  courfe  were  the 
precedent  allowed  the  cafe  muft  be 
the  fame  iii  every  future  one;  that 
a  receipt;  puffed  through  the  ufuai 
forms,  Iliould  in  every  relpect  be 
deem'ed  a  lit  ffie  lent  voucher.  Iii- 
fiances  had  o ecu  red  in  that  period 
which  rendered  an  enquiry  neccff 
iary  ;  and  the  enquiry  ought  cer¬ 
tainly  to  take  place,  when  the  fup- 
poled  payment;  and  coafequeiitly 
the  receipt  were  both  fuipetted  to 
have  originated  in  colluffon  a  ini 
fraud.  For  this  purpofe  fuffici- 
e.nt  men  muff  be  armed  with  ade¬ 
quate  powers  •  they  muff  be  au¬ 
thorized  to  call  perfons  before  them* 
td  coitipel  the  production  of  papers* 
and  to  adminiffer  ail  oath.  The 
.army  expenditure  was  not  the  only 
fubjeel  of  enquiry,  check;  and  com 
troul,  to  which  the  bill  he  intend-' 
ed  to  prelent  was  deligned  to  ex¬ 
tend.  The  fubjedt  was  not  new 
to  that  houfe;  aiid  probably  his  mo¬ 
tion  would  not  be  equally  well  re¬ 
ceived  by  every  defeription  -of  men 
that  lut  in  it.  Elis  ideas  upon  the 
fubjeft  had  been  prefeiited  to  thC 
iaft  parliament  in  the  form  of  a  bill* 
and  had  puffed  the  houfe  of  com* 
Ei  z 
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mons,  but  had  beeti  neje&ed  by  the 
Houle  qf  lords.  Its  tenon r  was  u  to 
appoint  cornmilffoners  to  enquire 
into  the  fees,  gratuities ,  perquiiites, 
and  emoluments  received  in  feveral 
public.offrces,  to  examine  into  .the 
ibufes  which  might- e.xift,  and  to  re¬ 
port  fuch  observations  as  might  oc¬ 
cur  to  them,  for  the  better  conduc¬ 
ing  the  bufmefs  tranfaeted  in  thole 
offices.” 

Mr,  Pitt  next  adverted  to  the 
third  branch  of  this  very  interell- 
ing  difcuijion,  the  manner  in  which 
the  public  money  was  ultimate¬ 
ly  accounted  for  to  the  exchequer. 
The  commiffioncrs  had  dated  with 
truth,  that  the  mode  of  proceeding 
by  the  auditors  of  the  imprelt  was 
not  accurately  to  invelfigate  the 
ufes  to  which  the  fpecidc  fums  had 
been  applied,  but  merely  to  enquire 
into  the  arithmetical  exaHnefs  of 
each  account.  As  this  minute  dil- 
quiiition  had  been  already  attended 
to, in  the.  various  inferior  offices,  it 
needed  no  great  degree  of  d-ilcern- 
ment  to  pronounce  the  examination 
abfohiteiy  nugatory.  He  felt  great 
reluctance  in  faying  that  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  fuch  frivolity  was  indifpen- 
fibly  tequifite.  He  was  loth  to 
removg  what  4x>re  even  tge  fhadow 
of  eontrpul.  Such  an  ellabliiliment 
fometimes-  carried  with  it  fuch  a 
decree  of  awe,  as  tended  to  render 

o  4 

it's  purpqfes^effeCtual.  But  when  he 
c qn fide r.^d; that  the  emoluments  ot 
this  office- ipereafed  in  a  diredt  pro¬ 
portion  with  thp  public  d i lability 
to  afford  it>  hs  con  felled  he  wilhed 
i<‘) .  fee  it  antiquated,,  and  another 
eUabhfh.ment .  of  lefs  expence  and 
more  utility  fuc.ceed  •;  am  eifabliffi- 
ment  where  efficient  checks  and 
iubltantial  difquiliriph  might  take; 
place  of  numerical  forms  and  oflen- 
tat.io.us  pa-rad Cv '  The  only  argu¬ 
ment  that  dot] Id  hep-adduced  againlt 
the  abolifi)ing-.this  and,  the*  like  of* 
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fices,  was  that  it  would  be  deemed 
an  infringement  upon  patent  rights, 
which  the  poifelTors  conlidered  as  a 
fpecies  of  freehold.  But  in  every 
trull  there  was  an  implied  condi¬ 
tion,  that  the  duties  of  the  office 
fhould  be  faithfully  difeharged.  In 
the  prefen t  inffance  the  emoluments 
Were  luc.h  th^-t  18.000I.  per  annum 
was  frequently  paid  for  the  tranfac- 
tion  of  bufinefs,  for  which  in  fad! 
500I  per  annum  would  be  too  much. 
There  was  nq  excels  to  which  this 
dodrine  would  not  lead,  if  it  were 
univerfally  and  ultimately  elfablifh- 
ed.  Mr.  Pitt  accordingly  propof- 
ed  that  the  prelent  auditors  of  the 
imprell  fhould  be  fuperfeded,  and 
that  a  new  commiffion  for  auditing 
the  public  accounts  fhould  be  fub- 
ffituted  in  their  room. 

Mr.  Pitt  had  already  mentioned 
that  the  -great  fource  of  embarraff- 
ment  in  the  public  accounts,  was 
the  long  credit  given  to  the  lub- 
accountants.  This  was  not  a  late 
objedl  of  his  attention.  He  had 
fuggefted  it  to  the  houfe  two  years 
before,  when  he  was  firft  in  office., 
After  his  refignation  he  had  follow¬ 
ed  it  ftiii  farther  ;  and  had  llated 
that  the  fums  then  unaccounted 
for  amounted  to  not  lefs  than 
47,000,000!. ;  at  the  fame  time  mov¬ 
ing  that  an  official  enquiry  fliould 
be  inffituted  into  the  circumftance. 
The  butinefs  was  then  treated  as  a 
mere  chimera  ;  and  an  idea  had 
been  propagated,  as  if  he  had  dif- 
covered  40,000,000!.  of  the  public 
money,  which' had  been  ft  ole  n,  and 
which,  he  had  offered  to  rcfciie  from 
the.  hands  of  the  plunderers.  Had 
this  been  the_  reprefentation  he  had 
made,,  he  lriquki  indeed  have  been 
a  -  fit  mark,  for  ridicule.  But  Lis 
affertkms  had  proved  them.felves  a 
tale  of  truth.  The  inquiries  had 
been  -injiituted,  and  .no  lefs  than 
2  x*Oi©$>,Op9,l.  fo  unaccounted  for 
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had  been  difcovered.  The  balance 
in  favour  of  the  public  on  the  ac¬ 
counts  aleady  examined  amounted 
to  2  5  7,0  x  1,  which  fum,  he  had  no 
doubt,  he  fhotild  be  able  i mined i- 
d iately  to  colleid,  fo  as  to  apply  it 
to  the  ufes  of  the  current  year. 
And  he  fuppofed,  that  on  a  farther 
fcrutmy  into  the  accounts,  which 
had  already  been  given  in,  as  well 
as  on  a  progteis  through  the  re- 
ma:nder,  this  balance  would  be 
con  fide  tab  ly  and  fubdantially  in- 
creafed. 

It  would  perhaps,  Mr.  Pitt  faid, 
be  considered  as  anoiniffion,  if  hedid 
not  advert  to  the  confolidation  of 
offices  propolcd  by  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  accounts.  Moft  of  the  offices 
alluded  to  could  not  with  proprie¬ 
ty  be  referred  to  any  but  the  excife 
department,  which  was  already  o- 
ve rload ed.  In  one  indance  the  ex¬ 
ception  had  been  taken  away,  as 
the  com  million  ers  of  damps  had  now 
a  fulhcient  degree  of  employment, 
in  confequence  of  mod  of  the  lup- 
plies  of  the  lad  feffion  having  been 
railed  by  taxes  incident  to  their  de¬ 
partment.  Two  other  commiffions 
were  in  themfeives  fo  trifling-,  that 
it  was  fearcely  neceflhry  to  men¬ 
tion  them  at  prelent.  ri'e  hiid  not 
confidered  where  they  could  be  an¬ 
nexed,  and  in  fadt  he  imagined 
that  he  ffibuid  foon  have  to  propofe 
to  the  h. 6 ufe  their  total  abolition. 
Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  three  dif¬ 
ferent  bills,  the  principles  of  which 
he  had  defcribdd. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating  the 
office  :of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy 
piffled  without  any  fort  of  opposition-. 
To  the  bill  for  the  better  examin¬ 
ing  and  auditing  the  public  ac¬ 
counts,  Mr.  Hudfey  offered  to  the 
hoUle  feveral  objections.  He  ob- 
fcrved,  that  the  inditutioh  of  a  new 
board  of  five  auditors,  in  addition  to 


14? 

the  incUmbrancie*  which  the  coin- 
penfation  to  be  made  to  the  two  cxr 
iding  auditors  of  the  impred-  would 
impofe  upon  the  public,  was  not 
warranted  by  the  principles  of  ex¬ 
pediency,  not  functioned  by  -'the 
recommendation  of  the  report  of 
the  eommiffioners.  Mr.  Rofe  re* 
plied  to  Mr.  Huffey,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  prove- that  the  bill  would 
impofe  no  new  burthens  upon  the 
public.  He  faid  that  the  lalaries 
of  the  prefent  auditors  of  the  impred 
were  eftimated  at  about,  34,000b 
a-year.  The  eompenfation  Was  t6 
be  14,006!;  and  the  falaries  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  new  in ditution  would 
accrue  from  the  circum dance,  Mr, 
Fox  entered  his  caveat  agaiirdthe' 
doctrine  of  a  patent  office  being 
confidered  in  any  cafe  as  lefs  faered 
than  a  freehold.  He  declared  he" 
could  not  hut  regard  the  prefent 
bill  as  entirely  calculated  to  in- 
creafe  un  iue  influence,  by  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  new,  important  and  lucra¬ 
tive  offices.  The  bill  finally  re> 
ceived  the  fanefion  of  parliament, 
and  the  eommiffioners  vw  re  declared 
to  hold  their  offices  during  good  be¬ 
haviour,  Their  names  were  fir  J  ohn 
Dick  and  Mr.  William  MbTlefvn, 
comptrolers  of  the  army  accounts,  • 
Sir  William  Mufgrave,  Mr,  fohn 
Thomas  Hatt,  and  Mr.  John  Mar¬ 
tin  Leake. 

Mr.  Hitt’s  bill  for  the  reform  of 
public  offices  experienced  a  more 
Arenuous  oppolition  than  either  of 
thofe  which  had  preceded  it.  It  was  * 
oppoled  by  Mr,  Sheridan,  on  the-’ 
ground  of  there  being  no  neceflky-  ’ 
for  it,  as  the  treafufy  already  pot-  > 
lVfled  full  power  to  do  'every  thing, 
which  Was  the  avowed  purpofe  of  * 
the  prefent  rrteafure.  He  argued 
this  From  two  minutes  qf  the  board  i 
of  treafufy,  in  the  admiriidnition  of 
lord  Shelburne,  and  in  that  of  the 
duke  of  Portland.  He  dwelt  oiv- 
H  3  the 
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fhc  extravagant  powers  given  to  the 
new  board.  The  iarae  powers  had 
been  given  indeed  to  the  commif- 
iioners  of  accounts  •  but  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  momentous  occafion 
pad  made  that  com  million,  neceffa- 
jy.  Gne  hundred  and  fifty  mil¬ 
lions  had  been  added  to  the  nation¬ 
al  debt  ;  and  an  inyeftigafion  had 
been  demanded  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  pi  to  the  expenditure 
of  fo  enormous  a  fum  of  the  public 
money.  In  the  prefent  cafe  there 
was  no  fuch  neceffity.  The  bill 
had  not  any  great  view  v/orthy  of 
the  means  it  authorifed.  It  was  a 
rat-catching  bill,  militated  for  the 
purpofe  of  prying  into  vermin  a- 
bufes.  Mr.  Sheridan  entered  into 
a  minute  examination  of  the  bill, 
claufe  1  y  claufe,  arguing  upon  each 
in  regard  to  the  exprellion  and  the 
Ifyle,  as  well  as  to  the  policy  and  ex¬ 
pedience  of  its  pro  vifions.  He  char¬ 
ged  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
with  having  fhown  himfelf  remark¬ 
ably  inattentive  to  the  drawing 
of  public  bills,  and  laid  he  expected 
he  would  foon  bring  in  a  fweeping 
bill  to  amend  and  explain  every 
one  of  the  revenue  adds'  of  the  kill 
iefiion.  Accuracy  of  ifyle  and  in¬ 
telligible  exprellion  were  as  necef- 
fary  parts  of  an  add  of  parliament, 
sis  the  foundnefsof  its  principle  and 
the  falittary  effects  of  its  operation. 

Mr.  Burke  purfucd  one  of  the 
arguments  of  Mr,  Sheridan.  He 
declared  that  the  hill  was  a  direct 
and  violent  contradiction' to  Magna 
Charta,  ar\d  the  common  law  of  the 
land.  He  apirpadverted  upon,  the 
ftyle  of  the  preamble,  which  dated 
to  be  its  aim  to  enquire  after  and 
correct  peifible  abides.  He  called 
it  a  fl  urde.r  upon  the  whole  official 
eftablifhment  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
.laid  it  p refumdd  the  general  pre- 
yalcnce  of  the  grofiell  peculation, 
corruption  and  fraud.  The  public 
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offices  of  Great  Britain,  he  believ* 
yd,  were  the  bed  conducted,  and 
the  molt  free  from  affording  real 
ground  of  criminal  imputation,  of 
gny  fn  Europe.  He  felt  a  degree 
of  difgufi,  alnioft  leading  to  del  pair, 
at  the  manner  in  which  we  were 
acting  in  the  great  exigencies  of 
the  country.  He  cont  rafted  the 
Conduct  of  the  minifter  in  the  p re¬ 
lent  cafe,  with  his  proceedings 
refpedting  the.  revenues  of  the. 
Carnatic.  He  was  defirous  to, 
draw  a  refource  out  of  the  crumbs 
dropped  from  the  trenchers  of  pe.- 
npry.  He  was  rafping  from  the 
marrowlefs  bones  of  Ikeleton  efta- 
blifliments,  an,  empirical  alimentary 
powder  to  diet  into  a  iimilitude  of 
health,  the  languiftiing  chimeras’ 
of  fraudulent  reformation.  But 
while  parliament  looked  with  an¬ 
xiety  at  his  defperate  and  laborious 
trifling,  while,  they  were  appre- 
henliv.e  that  he  would  break  his 
back  in  Hooping  to  pick  up  chaff 
and  draws,  he  recovered  himfelf 
at  an  elaftic  bound,  and  with  a 
broadcaft  fwing  of  his  arm  he 
fquandered  over  his  Indian  field  a 
fum  far  greater  than  the  amount  of 
all  thefe  eftablilhments  added  to¬ 
gether.  The  prefent  bill,  Mr. 
Burke  faid,  had  an  obvious  tinge 
of  the  fchool  in  which  its  author 
had  been  bred.  Moft  lchools  had 
their  charabteriftics.  Thus  the. 
fchool  ol  Venice  was  known  by  its 
colouring,  and  the,  fchool  of  Raf- 
fael  by  its  delign.  But  the.  fchool 
he  alluded  to  was  the  fchool  of  large 
rptniic,  and  little  performance, 
t  was  the  fchool  where  i miles  and 
profeinons  were,  dealt  out  liberally 
in  the  outfet  ;  but  the  iflue  was 
always  a  tyrannous  yxercife  over 
menials  and  dependents  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  great  attention  and  great 
oeconomy,  but  where  the.  utmoft 
probable  produce  from,  fuch  opp ref- 
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five  bretches  of  power  could  be 
but  trilling  and  inconbderable. 

Mr.  Powys  complimented  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  lor 
having-  brought  in  a  bill  that  had 
fo  laudable  an  object.  In  the  mean 
time  Mr.  Pitt  entered  at  large  into 
a  delence  of  the  meaiure  he  had  re¬ 
commended.  He  commented  on 
the  minute  of  treafury  which  had 
been  quoted  from  the  board  of  the 
duke  of  Portland,  and  which  pre¬ 
ferred  to  thofe  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  abules  oi  the  ieveral 
offices,  4i  That  they  (hould  coniine 
their  refearches  to  the  known  and 
lawful  perquilites  of  each  iubordi- 
nate  officer,  relying  on  the  inte¬ 
grity  oi  thole  in  higher  depart¬ 
ments,  that  they  would  prevent 
any  illegal  and  clandcitine  prac¬ 
tices  of  peculation  and  extortion 
Thus,  he  obferved,  a  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  power  was  given  to  in¬ 
quire  into  and  correct  obvious  and 
trilling  abides,  while  thofe  of  a 
more  covert,  dangerous  and  exten- 
iive  nature  were  left  to  the  ordi¬ 
nary  controul  of  the  old  ellablifli- 
ment.  This,  he  fnppofed,  was 
done  to  avoid  the  lktlenefs  and  in- 
lignificance  with  which  he  was  now 
charged.  For  himlelf  he  could 
not  conceive  how  any  perlbns,  to 
whom  the  care  of  the  national  in- 
terells  were  intruded,  -could  jubity 
to  themfelves  to  omit  any  exertion 
that  might  tend,  even  in  the  mod 
minu  e  particular,  to  promote  that 
oeconomy  on  which  the  recovery 
of  the  date  from  its  p  re  lent  Vlepreii- 
ed  lituation  lb  much  depended. 

'ilie  opposition  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill 
was  not  confined  to  the  ho  life  of 
commons.  Lord  Loughborough 
in  particular  remarked  tin  the  un¬ 
worthy  implications  it  bore.  He 
alked  in  what  manner  the  fecreta- 
ries  of  date,  or  the  nobleman  who 
pr  Hided  at  the  admiralty,  would 


•feel,  if  they  were  to  undergo,  as 
it  were,  an  Old  Bailey  examination 
about  the  fees  ol  their  clerks,  and 
a  parcel  of  old  bores,  i  his  was, 
in  his  opinion,  never  ling  the  order 
of  things  by  i it bj erring  thofe  tb  ex¬ 
amination  whole  lituation  in  the 
date  made  them  examiners  ;  and 
tended  to  dehroy  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  the  great  officers 
of  the  crown.  He  particularly  in¬ 
dued  on  the  mquidtoriai  power  by 
which  pc-rfons  were  obliged  to  give 
evidence  upon  oath,  tending  to  de¬ 
prive  them  of  the  offices  they  held, 
and  to  incapacitate  them  forever 
from  holding  any  place  under  go¬ 
vernment.  The  duke  ol  Rich¬ 
mond  undertook  the  defence  of  the 
bill,  and  argued  the  neceiiity  there 
was  for  a  reform  in  office.  He 
obferved  upon  the  peculiar  conduct 
of  thofe  who  argued  againd  it.  It 
had  formerly  been  the  practice  of 
oppolition  to  take  up  the  caufe  of 
the  people,  and  to  arraign  the  con¬ 
duct  of  adminihration  for  the  heavy 
expences  of  government,  and  the 
venality  and  corruption  of  office. 
But  the  icene  was  now  changed. 
The  biil  underwent  ieveral  amend¬ 
ments  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  par¬ 
ticularly  one  that  placed  the  new 
commiffioners  under  the  contronl  of 
the  board  of  treafury.  It  was  fill¬ 
ed  up  with  the  names  of  the  tw6 
comptrollers  of  the  army  accounts, 
together  with  that  of  Mr,  Francis 

4 _ * 

Baring. 

Bt  fide  the  three  bills  we  have 
mentioned,  a  fourth  was  patted  for 
continuing  the  appointment  yf  the 
comitiilltoners  ol  the  public  ac¬ 
counts.  A  c knife  was  moved  by 
lord  Beauchamp,  and  leconded  by 
general  Burgoyne,  empowering  and 
enjoining  the  commillioners  to  re¬ 
vile  one  of  their  reports  1b  far  as 
it  related  to  the  official  conduct  of 
hr  Henry  Clinton  during  his  com¬ 
bi  4  manf 
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xnand  of  the  army  in  America, 
In  the  report  feveral  fads  were 
Hated  to  the  difad  vantage  of  this 
officer.  Though  the  circumflan- 
ces,  lord  Beauchamp  obl’erved, 
which  had  been  brought  to  light 
from  the  prefs  by  fir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton,  fuihciently  accounted  tor  any 
unfavourable  appearances;  and 
though  his  eftablifhed  reputation 
and  acknowledged' integrity  placed 
him  far  beyond  the  iufpicion  of 
sdithonourable  conduct  or  neglect 
of  oeconomy*  yet  the  ground  of 
peculation,  the  fad,  would  go  down 
to  pofterity  without  the  vindication 
in  the  report  of  the  cominitfioners, 
and  the  descendants  of  one  of  the 
Hr  ft  families  of  the  kingdom  might 
th  us  look  back  at  fome  future  period 
to  one  of  their  anceltors,  as  a  per- 
fon  guilty  of  peculation  and  prodi¬ 
gality.  The  amendment  wras  ob¬ 
jected  to  by  colonel  Thomas  Dun- 
das,  and  >Ir.  Pitt,  upon  the  ground 
of  the  commiifion  having  been  in- 
ffitutcd  to  inveftigate  efiablifh- 
rnents,  and  not  to  examine  the  con¬ 
duct  of  individuals.  The  motion 
>vas  negatived  without  a  divifion, 

A  fubject  of  great  importance 
relative  to  the  revenues  and  expen¬ 
diture  qf  Great  Britain,  which  fell 
tinder  the  confide  ration  of  parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  prefent  lelfion,  was 
that  refpedjng  the  redemption  of 
the  national  debt.  It  was  not  prq- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  enter  upon 
thole  new  and  more  effectual  mea¬ 
sures  for  this  purpofe,  which  he 
profefied  to  have  in  contemplation, 
till  the  year  1785.  But  he  regard¬ 
ed  it  as  particularly  defireable  that 
parliament  fho  11  id  be  prepared  upon 
the  fubjeef.  This  was  the,  more 
necelfary  as  a  principal  point  in  the 
dii’culfion  was, to  determine,  how  far, 
.the  exiftinjj  taxes  would  fqffice  for 
the  creation  of  an  adequate  finking 
fund,,  ‘and  how  far  new  burthens 
would  be  ncceffary  for  that  pur? 


pole.  Suppofing  the  decifion  of 
this  quefiion  to  exift  ever  lo  clearly 
in  the  mind  of  the  miniffer,  that 
the  nation  fhould  be  equally  con¬ 
vinced,  .would  probably  be  a  fortu¬ 
nate  circumflancc,  and  would  con¬ 
duce  in_  no  linall  degree  to  the, 
maintenance  of  the  national  credit. 
Mr.  Htt  was  fanguine  in  his  ex- 
pedfations  refpeCting  the  exceeding 
of  the  revenue  beyond  the  demands 
of  a  peace  efbiblilhment  ;  and  of 
courfe  his  calculations  were  con¬ 
troverted  and  difieded  by  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  oppofition.  It  is  not  ealy  to 
follow  the  arguments  that  were 
fuggefted,  through  all  their  detail 
of  arithmetical  numeration.  We 
fhall  endeavour  to  fuggeit  precile 
though  general  ideas  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  and  to  take  off  in  fome  mea- 
lure  from  the  phlegm  and  repul- 
livenels  that  adhere  to  a  bufinefs 
of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Pitt  introduced  the  fubjebt 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  by  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  eleventh  of  April,  call¬ 
ing  for  an  account  of  the  net  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  taxes  for  the  quarters 
ending  on  the  fifth  of  January  and 
the  fifth  of  April,  1784;  .and  the 
produce  of  thole  ending  on  the  filth  of 
j anuary  and  the  fifth  of  April  1 7 8  q . 
His  intention  in  this  motion  was, that 
the  houfe  might  be  enabled  to  form 
an  adequate  idea  upon  a  fubject 
which  of  all  others  wgs  neareit  his 
heart.  He  flattered  himlelf  the 
public  would, fee  frpm  thole  papers, 
that  the  opinions  fo  mduftriouily 
inculcated  by  fojne  fpeculatifts  on 
the  fubjed  of  our  finances  wer*  the 
offfpring  of  gloomy  xlefponoe  rv, 
or  perhaps  pf  world  motives  ;  and 
that  fo  far  from  affording  any 
grounds  for  apprehenhon  or  del- 
pair,  the  Hate  of  the  national  reve¬ 
nues  and  reigurces  furnjflud  a  very 
flattering  profpeCt,  not  only  of  an- 
fwering  every  demand  of  the  peace 
eilablilhment?  but  of  affording  aq 
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overplus,  which  he  had  hopes  might 
be  made  to  amount  to  at  lead:  one 
million,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  fink¬ 
ing  fund.  His  motive  for  fingling 
out  thefe  particular  quarters  had 
been  that  the  houfe  might  fee  that 
the  profperity  of  the  nation  had 
been  in  a  progrelfive  hate  ever  fince 
the  new  meafures  for  the  more  ef¬ 
fectual  collection  of  the  revenue 
had  been  adopted.  The  produce 
of  the  January  quarter  in  the  year 

1784  had  been  2,383,00c!.  and  of 
the  April  quarter  2,198,000!.  The 
produce  of  the  January  quarter 

1785  had  been  2,738,000!.  and  of 
the  April  quarter  3,066,000!.  So 
that  the  produce  of  the  taxes  in  the 
lull  fix  months  was  above  a  million 
more,  than  the  produce  of  the  cor- 
refponding  iix  months  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year ;  and  the  produce  of 
the  April  quarter  nearly  870,000!. 
more,  from  which  however  Mr. 
Pitt  obferved  that  190,0001,  was  to 
be  deducted  as  the  produce  of  the 
new  taxes  of  the  preceding  feffion. 
He  dated  the  intereft  of  the  public 
debt,  together  with  the  probable  ex- 
pence  of  the  peace  edablifliment  at 
14,400,000!;  and  he  fuggefted  to 
the  houfe  four  calculations  by 
means  of  which  they  might  infti- 
tute  a  companion  between  the  ex- 
iding  revenue  and  the  expenditure. 
Ho  e Climated  the  land  and  the  malt 
tax  at  2,430, 00c  1.  If  the  two  next 
quarters  in  the  current  year  pro¬ 
duced  a  fum  equal  to  the  two  lad 
quarters,  the  whole  yearly  fum  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  remaining  taxes  would 
be  11,936,000!.  It,  again,  we  eiii- 
mated  the  year  by  the  produce  of 
the  lad  quarter,  the  produce  would 
be  12,204,0001.  If,  in  the  third: 
place,  we  fuppofed  the  produce  of 
the  two  remaining  quarters  of  the 
prefect  year  to  bear  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  preceding  ^quar¬ 
ters,  which -the  correfponding  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  }ad  year  4$  t0  each 


other,  the  produce  would  be 
12, 600, cool.  Mr.  Pitt  farther 
fuggeiled  a  fourth  calculation,  ac¬ 
cording  to  which  it  role  to  the  a - 
mount  of  14,790,000b  Pie  ob¬ 
ferved  that  in  the  accounts  of  the 
new  quarters  was  not  included  the 
produce  of  the  new  houfe  duty, 
which  could  not  amount  to  lefs  than 
500,000!.  per  annum,  and  which 
would  more  than  counterbalance 
any  accidental  diminution  there 
might  be  in  any  of  the  taxes  in  a 
fubfequent  quarter.  The  produce 
of  all  the  taxes,  exclufive  of  the 
land  and  malt  tax,  for  the  year 
ending  in  September  1784,  was 
10,400,0001.  So  that  the  increafc 
of  the  revenue  for  the  prefent  year, 
upon  the  moil  unfavourable  calcu¬ 
lation,  was  1,500,0001 ;  and  there 
was  great  reafon  to  believe  that  it 
would  be  farther  confiderably  aug¬ 
mented. 

Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr. 
Eden  and  Mr.  Dempder  indulged 
themfelves  in  feverai  remarks  on 
the  calculations  of  Mr.  Pitt  the 
very  day  he  fuggeded  them  to  the 
houfe.  But  the  principal  objecKoas 
were  taken  up  more  accurately  and 
at  large  in  the  progrefs  of  the  Bn- 
lineis.  Mr,  Eden  in  particular 
called  the  attention  of  the  hoUfe 
afrefli  to  the  fubjedt  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  April.  The  obferva- 
tion,  upon  which  he  laid  the  molt 
conliderable  ftrefs,  was  that  of  the 
extraordinary  extent  of  the  quarter 
upon  which  Mr.'  Pitt  had’  built  his 
principal  argument,  from  the  fif¬ 
teenth  of  Decciriber  to  ,the  fifth  of 
April,  which  conlidcd  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  three  days  indead  of 
ninety  one  days.  Here  an  advan¬ 
tage  was  taken  of  iol.  per  cent, 
which  Upon  a  three  months  in¬ 
come  of  3,000,0001.  amounted  to 
3oc,oool.  and  upon  an  annual  in¬ 
come' of  1 2,20c, -Q„l.  amounted  to 
1,200, 002J.  Betide  this  general  ar- 

'  gument. 


J'n  y 


B  R  I  T  I  S  H  A  N'  D 


gument  Mr.  Eden  dated  the 
\  particular  circumftance,  of  the 
weekly  firms  paid  into  the  exche¬ 
quer  from  the  poll -office  and  the 
excife  extending'  in  that  quarter  to 
fifteen  weeks*  in  dead  of  being  con¬ 
fined  to  the  natural  amount  of  thir¬ 
teen  weeks.  He  concluded  with 
moving,  “  That  there  ihould  be 
laid  before  the  houle  an  account  of 
the  net  produce  of  all  the  taxes, 
from  the  twenty-fifth  of  December 
to  the  fifth  of  January,  and  from 
the  twenty-fifth  of  March  to  the 
fifth  of  April,  in  the  quarter  in 
queftion,  in  order  that  members 
might  be  at  liberty  to  fubtrabf  the 
receipts  of  the  exceeding  days,  ei¬ 
ther  from  the  commehcemeiit  or 
conclulion  of  that  period. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  the  argument 
of  Mr. Eden,  that  a  fubtrabtion,  pro¬ 
portionable  to  the  number  of  days, 
was  not  to  be  admitted,  unlefs  it 
were  granted  that  the  income  of 
every  week  and  every  day  in  the 
year  was  exactly  equal.  He  laid 
the  objection  applied  to  only  one  of 
the  various  calculations  he  had 
thrown  out  upon  the  i’ubjebt.  The 
calculation  upon  which  he  had  laid 
his  principal  ftrefs  was  grounded  on 
the  com  pari  fon  of  the  half  year 
ending  in  April  1785,  with  that 
ending  April  1784,  and  the  pro¬ 
bable  expebtatioy  that  the  fummer 
quarters  of  the  current  year  would 
bear  the  fame  proportion  with  the 
fummer  quarters  of  the  preceding 
year  that  the  winter  quarters  had 
done.  He  embraced  this  opportu¬ 
nity,  of  exhorting  the  houle  never 
to  lole  fight  of  the  object  he  had 
propofed,  the  edablilliihent  of  a 
linking  fund,  which  Ihould  be  ope¬ 
rative  and  permanent,  la  is  own 
hopes  on  the  fubjedt  were  every 
(lay, more  iaoguine,  from  every  new 
paint  of  view  in  which  he  contem¬ 
plated  the  refourccs  oi  the  nation, 
and  every  nc\v  information  he  had 


obtained;  and  in  proportion  to  hh 
hopes  of  fuccefs  his  convidfion  of 
the  neceifity  of  the  meafure  became 
more  vivid.  But  the  exertions  of 
the  houie  ought  not  to  give  way  to 
defponding  mifreprefeiitations  nor 
even  to  actual  disappointments. 
Should  the  flattering  prolpebts 
which  now  luggeited  themlelves  be 
withdrawn,  he  however  trufied  they 
would  adopt  it  as  a  fixed  and  un¬ 
alterable  principle  to  make  up  the 
neceflary  bum  by  fome  new  mode, 
lb  that  an  efficient  linking  fund, 
the  great  bulwark  of  public  credit, 
might  in  no  event  be  loll:.  The 
papers  moved  for  by. Mr.  Eden  were 
granted. 

Seven  days  later  than  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Eden,  Mr.  Fox  called  the- 
attention  of  the  houie  a  third  time 
to  the  fame  fubjedt.  He  deprecated 
the  charge  of  perfonal  views  or  of 
factious  oppoiition.  It  was  his  mod 
earned  delire  to  fee  the  revenues  of 
this  country  rendered  fo  indubitably 
ecpial  to  its  neceifities,  that  neither 
cavil  nor  ingenuity  Ihould  be  able 
to  excite  terrors  m  the  breads  of 
thole,  who  had  lent  their  money  on 
the  faith  of  government.  Appre¬ 
hending  that  the  date  of  our  fi¬ 
nances  was  very  different  from  that 
which  had  been  made  out  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  he  conceived  that  though  our 
cifcumlhmces  were  bad,  they  were 
yet~  to  be  retrieved.  Violent  as 
party  had  ran  in  that  houle,  at  no 
time  had  much  impediment  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  impofing 
burthens  upon  the  public,  where 
the  neceifity  had  been  apparent. 
Air,  fox  argued  at  large  the  ex¬ 
treme  fallacy  of  concluding  from 
any  one  quarter  of  a  year  the  pro¬ 
bable  amount  of  the  other  quarters. 
To  illuftrate  this  he  Fleeted  ieveral 
articles  from  the  difputcd  quarter  of 
April  1785.  Eaft  India  goods,  tor 
inibmee,  were  dated  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  objOOoh  though  the  average' 
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produce  of  that  article  for  the  lad 
eleven  years  was  hut  i2o,ocol,  and 
the  correfpondent  quarter  in  1  84 
had  produced  only  io,joo1.  In 
the  fame  manner  the  ft  mp  duties 
propofed  by  lord  John  Cavendilh, 
were  dated  to  have  produced  in  this 
quarter  96,000!  though  they  had 
originally  been  taken  at  no  more 
than  ioOjOOoI.  per  annum.  The 
competition  of  the  bank  under  this 
head  was  12,000b  per  annum,  and 
yet  6000b  flood  here  as  the  receipt 
of  a  tingle  quarter.  Betides  theie 
and  various  other  particulars,  Mr. 
Fox  undertook  to  prove  from  ex¬ 
perience,  and  particularly  from  a 
table  of  the  amount  ot  the  cutioms 
for  eleven  years,  that  whenever  the 
fpring  quarter  role  tingularly  high, 
the  hummer  quarters  were  propor- 
tiotiably  low.  One  of  his  intiances 
yras  taken  from  the  year  1779  and 
the  year  1784.  The  fpring  quar¬ 
ter  of  1784  flood  at  385,000b  while 
the  whole  year  produced  2,600,000b 
On  the  contrary,  the  fpring  quarter 
of  >779  flood  at  715,000b  while 
the  whole  year  produced  no  more 
than  2,200,000b  Mr.  Fox  would 
not  allow,  upon  the  moll  favour¬ 
able  calculation,  the  whole  of  the 
exitiing  revenue  of  this  country  to 
amount  to  more  than  14,200,0001. 
If  therefore  it  were  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe  to  meet  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  country  fairly,  if  they 
intended,  with  the  honettv  and  re- 
dilution  that  became  them,  to  put 
the  finances  of  Great  Britain  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  cavil,  they  mull 

J  7  J 

lay  additional  burthens  on  the  peo- 
pie  to  the  amount  of  i,^oc*oool. 
per  annum.  The  alternative  was 
undoubtedly  unple.afant,  but  no 
man  could  helitate  a  moment  in 
eluding  between  this  and  national 
bankruptcy.  He  knew  indeed,  that 
ftrange  and  atrocious  fchemes  bad 
been  engendered  in  the  brains  of 
fome  men  to  this  purpoie  ;  but  no 
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practical  flatefman  had  ever  thought 
of  them,  no  wife  man  had  ever 
countenanced  them,  and  no  good 
man,  he  trolled,  would  ever  adopt 
them.  Mr.  Fox  particularly  urged 
the  minifler  not  to  wait  for  another 
felfion,  and  not  to  fubmit  to  fo  ma¬ 
terial  a  lofs  as  that  of  one  year  of 
peace.  Perhaps  it  might  be  faid 
that  he  urged  this  matter  fo  ftrong- 

lv  in  order  to  involve  adminiflra- 
✓  ^ 

tion  in  unpopular  meafures.  But 
this  imputation  mull  vanifh  when 
he  declared,  that  in  a  bu  fine  Is  of 
this  fert  Mr.  Pitt  might  be  allured 
of  his  ardent  and  honell  Tupport, 
and  that  he  was  ready  fairly  to 
fhare  the  unpopularity  by  alibiing 
miniflers  in  the  talk.  Mr.  Fox 
concluded  with  obferving,  that  the 
motion  he  had  originally  intended 
was  deiigned  to  declare,  that;  the, 
permanent  revenues  of  this  country 
amounted  only  to  a  certain  fum  be¬ 
tween  eleven  and  twelve  millions  ; 
but  that  not  having  been  able  to 
Hate  the  precife  amount,  he  had 
changed  his  determination.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  moved,  tc  That  a  com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
and  flate  to  the  houfe  the  annual 
net  produce  from  the  fifth  of  April 
1775,  to  the  fifth  of  April  1785, 
of  the  feveral  taxes,  together  with 
the  amount  of  the  public  debts* 
and  to  report  the  accounts  to  the 
houfe,  together  with  their  obfer- 
vations. 

Mr.  Pitt  rofe  once  more  to  de¬ 
fend  his  projected  meafures.  He 
infilled  upon  the  unfairnefs  of  ar¬ 
guing  any  thing  refpedting  the  fu¬ 
ture  revenues  ot  this  country  from 
e-ftimat.es  taken,  as  thole  of  Mr. 
Fox  had  been,  from  years  of  war* 
It  was  eaftly  to  be  imagined,  that  in. 
time  of  war,  an  extraordinary  de¬ 
gree  ot  fuccefs  might  attend  the 
arms  of  a  nation  for  one  quarter  of 
a  year,  and  yet  the  fuccceding 
quarters  be  calamitous  and  unfor¬ 
tunate. 
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tunate.  Merchant '(hips  might  wait 
beyond  the  period  of  their  regular 
returns  for  want  of  convoy  or  for 
want  of  learnen  :  nothing  was  per¬ 
manent,  nothing  was  capable  of 
being  reduced  to  any  ellabliffied 
rule.  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  the 
article  of  damps  included  not  mere¬ 
ly  the  produce  of  the  receipt  tax, 
but  of  nearly  the  whole  of  lord 
John  Cavendiffids  budget,  which 
had  been  laid  at  the  fum  of  5  50,000!. 
He  congratulated  Mr.  Fox  upon  the 
circum  fiance  of  his  having  become 
a  profelyte  to  the  dodtrine  of  a  fink¬ 
ing  fund  ;  but  his  zeal  upon  the 
fubjedl  had  been,  like  that  of  all 
new  converts,  more  ardent  than  ju¬ 
dicious.  Would  it  not,  Mr.  Pitt 
enquired,  be  more  expedient  to  wait 
a  iingle  year,  and  fee  the  fruits  of 
expectations  grounded  on  the  firong- 
ed  evidence,  rather  than  recur  to 
v  olent  meafures,  which  could  only 
be  justified  by  the  lad  extremity? 
He'  was  particularly  averfe  from  ap¬ 
pointing  a  committee,  which  he  re- 
pfefented  as  nothing  different  from 
putting  his  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  into  commidion.  He 
doubted  not  that  there  were  many 
perfons  in  that  houfe  infinitely  more 
capable  of  filling  this  high  fituation 
than  himfelf,  Put  ill  as  he  was 
able  to  difeharge  its  duties,  he 
thought  it  more  properly  veiled  in 
him,  a  fervant  of  the  croivn,  and  a 
iingle  individual,  than  it  could  be 
in  a  committee  of  the  houfe,  liable 
to  no  controul  from  perfonal  re- 
fponfibility.  Mr.  Pitt  indulged  him¬ 
felf  in  a  description  of  the  different 
kind  of  committees  that  might  be 
formed.  If  the  committee  Were  of 
his‘ "owfr  appointment,  he  fhotild 
certainly  ‘ch'ufe  to.  be  himfelf  a 
member.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
imagined  M  tv  Fox  would  be  well 
contented  to  have  the  committee 

made  ub  of  ffiimfdf  and  his  friends  ; 
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and  in  that  cafe  it  would  he  eafy 
to  guefs  what  fort  of  report  they 
would  form.  Perhaps  however 
it  was  intended  to  con  fill  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  different  opinions.  They 
would  debate  the  fame  points  and 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
whole  houfe  would  do  ;  it  might  be 
with  lefs  eloquence,  with  lefs  vehe¬ 
mence  and  with  lefs  adtion,  but  not 
with  lefs  obffinacy. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  explanation,  charg¬ 
ed  the  mi  niff  er  with  having  broken 
the  promiles  he  had  repeatedly  made 
to  the  houfe.  Who  that  had  laft 
year  heard  him  affurac  an  air  of  the 
utmoff  perfonal  importance  and 
gravity,  and  talk  of  his  determi¬ 
nation  to  encounter  in  the  purfuit 
of  this  meafure  lofs  of  popularity, ' 
public  clamour  and  public  odium, 
would  have  imagined,  that  he  would 
have  this  year  come  forward  with  a 
feries  of  computations  founded  in 
the  moff  demonffrable  fallacy  and  ‘ 
error,  merely  to  obtain  a  pretence 
of  putting  off  the  great  work,  to  an¬ 
other  leffion  ?  What  pledge  had 
the  houfe  that  he  would  bring  it  on 
even  next  feflion  ?  His  words  were 
indeed  fuffieiently  big  with  pro- 
rnifes,  but  would  a  minifler’s  pro- 
mife  enfure  a  miniffeffs  perform¬ 
ance  r  Mafter  as  he  was  of  words, 
Mr.  Fox  defied  him  to  invent  ex- 
preffions  more  ftrong  or  more  bind¬ 
ing  than  he  had  ufed  bill  feffion. 
His  opinion  of  a  committee  was 
very  different  from  that  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  was  convinced 'by  the  condudf 
of  a  committee  la ff  year,  that  how¬ 
ever  gentlemen  might  generally 
differ  irv  their  political  feritiments,  1 
they  would  always-  form  fuch  a  re- 
port  as-  would  do-  themfelves  ho-  ; 
norm,  and  pfove  of  effentlal  bene¬ 
fit  to  the  public.  Mr  Burke*  fol-  6 
lowed  Mr/ Fox,  and  exprefied  much 
indignation  at  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Pitt^had  treated-  tfye  fhbjetff-of  >• 

a  com- 
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a.  committee.  The  time  was,  if  he 
had  been  the  great  eft  rninifter  the 
country  had  ever  known,  that  he 
would  not  have  fat  an  hour  on  the 
treafury  bench  after  fuch  an  inful t 
to  the  houfe.  The  queftion  having 
been  rejected,  Mr.  Fox  offered  to 
the  ho ufe  motions  for  the  feveral 
papers  which  were  to  have  formed 
the  materials  of  his  committee,  and 
they  were  carried  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive. 

Mr.  Pitt  appears  to  have  been  in 
fome  degree  irritated  by  the  treat¬ 
ment  he  had  received  on  this  occa- 
lion.  Mr.  Fox  having  alluded,  le- 
veral  days  after,  upon  a  queftion  of 
Indian  finance,  to  the  eftimares  that 
had  been  made  of  the  revenues  of 
this  country,  Mr.  Pitt  embraced  this 
occalionof  pronouncing  an  inventive 
marked  with  a  conliderable  degree 
of  acrimony.  He  admired  the  inge¬ 
nuity  with  which  Mr.  Fox,  finding 
the  queftion-  before  the  houie  not  ap¬ 
plicable  to  any  of  his  favourite  pur- 
pofes,  had  contrived  to  introduce 
another  fubjeft  better  calculated  to 
afford  him  an  opportunity  of  grati¬ 
fying  his  palftons  and  refentments, 
and  of  giving  vent  to  thole  violent 
and  fplenetic  emotions  which  fo  na¬ 
turally  fprang  from  the  lituation  in 
which  he  was  placed  ;  a  lituation 
in  which  to  the  torments  of  baffled 
hope,  of  wounded  pride,  and  dis¬ 
appointed  ambition,  was  added  the 
mortifying  reflection,  that  to  the 
improvident  and  intemperate  ufe  he 
had  made  of  his  power  and  influ¬ 
ence  while  they  lafted,  he  could 
alone  attribute  all  thofe  misfortunes, 
to  which  he  was  ufed  fo  conllantly, 
fo  pathetically,  but  fo  imiuccefs.- 
fully  to  foiicit  the  com  path  on  of  the 
houfe.  Feeling  for  him  as  Mr.  Pitt 
did,  he  declared  that  he  ihould 
think  it  highly  unbecoming  in  him 
to  conftder  any  of  his  transports, 
apy  of  thole  exuciss  of  a  la¬ 
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bouring  under  the  aggravated  load 
of  difappointment  and  fe If- upbraid¬ 
ing,  which  were  at  preient  his  lot, 
as  objects  of  any  other  emotion  in 
his  bread:  than  that  of  pity,  cer¬ 
tainly  not  of  refentment,  nor  even 
of  contempt. 

A  bulinefs  connected  with  the 
fubjedt  of  revenue,  which  occurred 
about  the  period,  of  which  we  are 
treating,  had  been  introduced  to 
parliament  by  the  petition  of  the 
per fons  interefted  in  the  fuftian 
trade  in  Manchefter  and  other  towns 
in  the  counties  of  Lancafter,  Chef- 
ter,  and  Derby,  complaining  of 
certain  duties  impofed  in  the  laft 
fellion  upon  linens  and  cottons, 
plain  and  figured.  Other  petitions 
lor  the  fame  purpofe  were  p relent¬ 
ed,  and  the  petitioners  were  heard 
by  themfelves  and  their  counfel. 
On  the  twentieth  of  April,  Mr. 
Pitt  role,  in  compliance  with,  the 
prayer  of  the  petitions,  to  move  for 
“  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain 
and  amend  the  add  complained  of, 
and  to  repeal  fo  much  of  that  add  as 
impofed  a  duty  upon  plain  cottons 
and  banians.”  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the 
fpeech  with  which  this  motion  was 
introduced,  ftrenuoufty  maintained 
the  injuftice  of  the  charges  that 
were  brought  againft  the  tax.  He 
affirmed  that  the  allegations  of  the 
petitions  were  . far  fetched  and  ex- 
tenftve,  and  that  the  evidence  in  aid 
of  them  was  out  of  all  meafure  ex-? 
agge  rated  and  uncandid.  There 
was  fcarcely  a  fingle  ftage  of  the 
examination,  or  a  iingl?  point  of 
the  enquiry  on  which  there  was  not 
a  glaring  and  evident  defire  in  the 
witneftes  to  mtftead  and  deceive  the 
houfe.  He  obferved  that  they  had 
Hated  the  produce  of  the  tax  at  no 
more  t  ft  an  to, pool.  This  he  was 
ready  to  albert  was  not  a  true  calcu¬ 
lation,  and  he  was  perfectly  clear 
in  the  modpratioa  of  his  eftftnate, 

when 
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when  he  took  the  tax  upon  -fuftians 
at  40,0001.  There  Was  however  an¬ 
other  point  of  view  different  from 
the  juftice  and  equality  of  any  tax, 
which  he  conceived  highly  entitled 
to  the  regard  of  the  ho ufe,  and  that 
was  the  fpirit  of  commerce.  That 
this  fpirit  had  been  excited  againft 
the  tax  was  too  obvious,  from  the 
abilities  wrhich  had  been  ex e re i fed, 
and  the  pertinacity  which  had  been 
displayed  in  the  pu-rfuit  of  a  repeal. 
The  opinions,  however  originating 
or  however  founded,  of  lo  large, 
fb  ufeful  and  refpectable  a  body  of 
men  as  the  cotton  manufacturers, 
nay  even  their  prejudices  and  their 
errors  were  to  him  objects  of  fuch 
ferious  conftderation,  that  he  would 
not  put  his  own  fentiments  in  com¬ 
petition  with  them,  when  the  point 
in  queftion  was  fuch  as  could  with 
fafety  be  given  up.  Thus  circuin- 
ftanccd,  he  compared  the  amount  of 
the  object  with  the  fituation,  of  the 
country*  He  thanked  God,  that  the 
ftate  of  the  public  finances  was  not 
fuch  as  to  afford  room  for  deipon- 
deney.  He  had  looked  into  it 
with  a  jealous  ferutiny,  and  found, 
that  it  was  fo  flourifning  and  pro- 
fniftng,  as  to  yield  the  profpedt  of 
melioration  without  the  impofition 
of  new  burthens.  He  was  happy 
to  have  it  in  his  power  to  give  this 
pledge  to  the  people  of  England, 
that  his  hopes  of  being-  able  to  create 
a  finking  fund  was  fuch  as  not  to 
make  him  tenacious  of  any  particu¬ 
lar  tax. 

Mr.  Stanley  and  others  rofe  in 
■vindication  of  the  manufacturers. 
It  was  particularly  obferved  by  this 
gentleman,  that  Mr.  Walker  and 
the  other  witneffes  were  men  of  as 
much  private  honour,  virtue,  and 
probity*  as  they  were  ingenious 
and  fkiilful  in  their  manufacture  ; 
and  that  fuch  men*  were  not  to  be  led 
by  any  conftderation  upon  earth  to 


the  ftating  fall'ehoods  or  the  ex* 
agge  rating  facts.  Mr.  Sheridan 
and  Mr.  Fox  were  deciiive  in  their 
proteft  againft  the  principle  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Pitt  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion.  It  was  by  no  means  wife  in 
any  minifter  to  declare  that  he  gave 
up  that  to  prejudice  and  to  clamour, 
which  he  refuted  to  reafon  and  to 
fatft.  If  it  were  once  known  that  a 
high  degree  of  popular  difeontent, 
no  matter  how  ill  founded,  was  a 
fufficient  induce-ment  to  that  houfe, 
to  give  their  confent  to  the  repeal 
of  any  tax,  the  revenue  would  be 
in  perpetual  danger,  and  that  link¬ 
ing  fund,  which  Mr,  Pitt  was  fo 
fond  of  introducing  into  every  de¬ 
bate,  and  to  which  they  all  looked 
forward  with  the  moft  anxious  ex¬ 
pectations,  would  be  only  a  matter 
to  be  talked  of,  never  to  be  brought 
into  exiftence.  The  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  was  unanimoufty  in  favour 
of  the  repeal. 

On  the  ninth  of  May  the  lonri 
and  the  new  taxes,  which  were  ftill 
found  necefiary  to  liquidate  and 
fvflematize  the  burthens  of  the  late 
war,  were  bi ought  before  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  It  was,  he  was  fuf- 
ftciently  perfuaded,  as  much  a 
matter  of  regret  to  other  gentle* 
men  as  it  could  be  to  him,  to  find 
themfelves  called  to  the  painful 
talk  of  providing  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  late  calamitous  and  unprofit¬ 
able  war,  in  order  to  bring  back  the 
country  to  its  former  vigour  and 
importance,  and  give  {Lability  to  its 
ftrength  and  proiperitv.  Though 
we  had  been  for  home  time  deliver* 
ed  from  the  immediate  calamities  of 
war,  yet  it  was  impoffihle  to  aftert 
that  we  were  Vet  come  in  refpect  of 
our  finances  to  a  peace  eftablifh- 
rhent.  He  ftated,  that  the  fupplies 
fur  the  current  year  already  voted^ 
amounted  to  9?7 3 7*868L  But  the 
i  txifG 
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f  Tilting  ways,  and  means  for  the 
production  of  this  fum  were  no  more 
than  6,184,118!.  Befides  theie, 
however,  there  had  been  paid  into 
the  exchequer  the  fiun  of  1 99, 56 1 1. 
chiefly  anting  from  balances  which 
had  lain  in  the  hands  ot  different 
pavmaiters,  which,  together  with 
the  growing  produce  of  the  linking 
fund  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  other 
fums  that  he  mentioned  made  up 
the  deficiency  fo  as  to  leave  only  a 
balance  of  one  million.  This  ium, 
which  was  indeed  iinall,  when  put 
in  competition  with  the  turns,  that 
had  for  a  feries  of  years  been  afked, 
would  he  hoped  be  the  laft  that 
would  be  wanted.  In  borrowing 
that  million,  after  having;  ferioufly 
coniidered  the  hate  of  the  funds  at 
this  dav, and  their  probable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  courfe  of  another  lei- 
lion,  he  had  deemed  it  moft  prudent 
not  to  fund  the  money,  hut  to  bor¬ 
row  it  from  the  bank  at  five  per 
cent.  The  public  might  thus  make 
better  terms  than  they  could  by  go¬ 
ing  to  open  market.  The  bank 
would  pay  in  the  money  not  im¬ 
mediately,  nor  altogether,  but  a# 
the  neceflities  of  government  call¬ 
ed  for  it  ;  and  the  interefl:  was  to 
be  paid  only  in  proportion  as  the 
money  was  advanced.  He  fhould 
however  for  the  prelent,  take  the 
interefl  at  the  regular  ium  of 
.50,000 1. 

But  the  principal  point  to  which 
he  had  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
houle,  was  the  funding  that  part  of 
the  navy  bills  •  and  the  ordnance 
debentures,  which  had  Hood  over 
from  the  preceding  feflion,  and 
which  Mr.  Pitt  took  at  4,000,00c!. 
The  term  to  which  thefe  had  ufu- 
allv  fun,  was  two  years  ;  but  he 
propoied  to  hold  out.  a  difeount  of 
one-fourth  per  cent,  per  month,  as 
an  inducement  to  the  bill-holders  to 
iubferibe  early.  The  fund  he  in- 
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tended  to  create  was  the  very  fund 
refpeeting  which  there  had  been  fo 
much  debate  laft  year,  a  funft  of 
five  per  cent.  Though  for  every 
100 1.  fo  funded  there  was  a  lofs  in¬ 
curred  oi  fix  lhilling'3  for  every 
iool,  which  would  create  an  excels 
of  annuity  upon  a  principal  of 
1 0,000., pool,-  to  the  amount  o£ 
30,000],  yet  in  the  event  of  a  re¬ 
demption  there  would  be  in  a  length 
of  years  a  laving  of  between  two 
and  three  millions.  Mr.  Pitt  took 
the  five  per  cent,  flock  at  89!  L 
According  to  this  eflimate  lie  fhould 
give  n  il.  8$. for  every  1  ool ;  fo  that; 
the  4,-000, oocl.  to  be  funded  would 
require  an  interefl  of  223,000!* 
In  addition  to  theie  two  flims  of 
the  interefl  on  the  loan  and  the  in¬ 
terefl  on  the.  new',  fund,  Mr.  Pitt 
had  to  provide  for  the  deficiency- 
incurred  by  the  repeal  of  the  £ui« 
tian  tax,  which  he  eftimated  at 
40,000!.  The  whole  annuity  to 
be  -.provided  made  the  fum  of 
413,000!. 

Mr,  Pitt  prefaced  the  taxes  he 
had  to  propole  by  remarking  cm 
the  difadvantage  under  which  he 
laboured  in  bringing  up  the  rear  of 
the  bufmels,  when  the  moil:  palate- 
able  and  popular  taxes  had  long 
lince  been  ex  handed.  But  taxes 
the  moft  palatable  were  not  always 
the  moft  fafutar.y.  They  difguifi- 
ed  at  the  lame  time  that  they  ad- 
miniflered  the  poifon.  In  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  tranfaefion  he  wiflied  it  to  be 
underliood  that  fume  of  the  taxes 
he  meant  to  fugged  would  fall 
heavier  on  that  houfo  than  on  their 
con  flit  uents.  There  was  perhaps 
no  other  allembly  that  he  could 
addrefs,  where  he  fhouid  have  the 
fatisfadtion  of  thinking,  that,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  degree  in  which  a 
burthen  was  likely  to  effect  them- 
fclves,  it  would  have  the  better 
chance  to  meet  with  their  approba¬ 
tion 
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tion.  His  taxes  had  one  other  re¬ 
commendation,  which  was  that 
they  would  be  attended  with  no  ex¬ 
pence  in  the  colle&ion  and  would 
be  the  fource  of  no  new  officers. 
The  iirff  thing  he  had  to  propofe 
was  a  new  regulation  in  the  tax 
upon  men  lervants.  This  had 
hitherto  been  rated  in  the  fame 
proportion,  whether  the  perfon  from 
whom  it  was  collected  kept  more 
or  fewrer  fervants.  Mr.  Pitt  pro¬ 
pofe  d  that  it  fhouid  be  afieifed  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  different  rule,  for  one 
fervant,  as  far  as  to  eleven  and  up¬ 
wards.  He  included  in  his  tax  for 
the  firft  time  waiters  at  taverns  and 
other  places  of  public  entertain¬ 
ment-  And  he  meant,  initead  of 
fuffering  it  to  remain  any  longer  a 
voluntary  tax,  which  thofe  upon 
whom  it  fell  were  to  fend  and  pay 
of  their  own  accord,  to  have  it  re¬ 
gularly  demanded  by  the  fame  per- 
fons  as  now  colledfed  the  houle-tax. 
The  produce  of  thele  regulations 
he  eftimated  at  3  3,000!.  The  next 
propofal  he  had  to  fugged  was  a 
tax,  which  had  already  been  the 
fubjedt  of  much  difcuffion.  It 
might  probably  find  one  kind  of 
objection  from  the  grave  and  fober 
part  of  the  houle,  and  it  might  en¬ 
counter  the  jocular  ideas  and  merry 
witticifms  of  the  other.  The  former, 
however,  he  whs  prepared  to  meet 
and  combat  with  reafon  and  argu¬ 
ment  ;  to  the  latter  he  had  only 
good  humour  and  chearfulnefs  to 
oppofe..  This  was  an  afleffment 
per  head  of  two  fhillings  and  li\- 
pence,  five  fhillings,'  and  ten  fhil¬ 
lings  refpedtively  upon  maid  fer¬ 
vants  ;  and  the  whole  of  this  he 
efiirnated  at  140,0001.  The  next 
tax  in  the  budget  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  was  a  tax  upon 
retail  {hops.  This  he  would  not 
colleft  in  one  equal  fum  upon  all 
lliops  indiicriminately,  but  he  would 


regulate  the  tax  by  the  rent  of  the 
houle,  and  he  propoled  that  it 
fhouid  be  laid  in  the  proportion  of 
from  one  fhillino:  to  two  fliillinps 
in  the  pound,  the  laff  fum  to  take 
place  upon  all  houfes  rented  at 
twenty-five  pounds  and  upwards. 
He  intended  by  way  of  recompence 
to  the  dealers  to  revoke  and  take  a- 
way  the  licence  from  all  hawkers 
and  pedlars,  who  were  indeed  a  pell 
to  the  community  and  a  nurfery 
and  medium  for  the  prefervaton  of 
illicit  trade.  The  {liop-tax  he  took 
at  1 20,000  h  Mr.  Pitt’s  fourth  tax, 
was  an  additional  tax  of  one  half¬ 
penny  per  mile  on  pofl-horfes.  The 
fair  price  to  tho  traveller  was  al¬ 
ready  eleven  penceper  mile ;  but  the 
inn-keepers  frequently  charged  a 
{hilling,  and  he  propofed  to  divert 
a  part  ot  this  irregular  profit  to  the 
benefit  of  the  public.  This  would 
produce  50,000!.  Mr.  Pitt’s  fifth 
tax,  was  a  tax  upon  gloves.  This 
tax  he  laid  at  a  penny,  two  pence, 
andthree  pence, in  proportion  to  their 
refpedfive  value  ;  and  he  took  the 
produce  at  50,0001.  To  theie  he 
added  a  tax,  by  way  of  licence,  upon 
pawn-brokers,  the  reftilt  of  which 
would  be  15,00-lj  and  a  regulation 
refpedting  fait,  by  which  he  would 
make  ail  allowance  of  only  one 
bufhel  and  a  halfinftead  of  three 
bufhels  in  forty,  upon  all  fait  car¬ 
ried  coafhvife,  by  which  he  fiiould 
gain  to  the  public  i2,oool.  Mr, 
Pitt  concluded  with  an  adjuration, 
to  the  houfe,  that  they  would  by 
their  condudt  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion  give  a  pledge  to  the  public  of 
their  zeal  for  the  national  credit, 
and  their  unalterable  determination 
to  create  a  furplus  inalienably  to 
be  applied  to  the  gradual  diminution 
of  the  national  debt. 

Mr.  Fox  followed  Mr.  Pitt. 
With  refpeft  to  whether  it  was  bet¬ 
ter  to  fund  the  debts  of  the  public 
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by  means  of  a  five  or  a  three  per 
cent  ilock,  it  was  not  a  matter  that 
needed  to  be  farther  difcufied.  Fie 
however  reminded  the  houfe  that 
the  five  per  cenj;  flock  had  lad  year 
been  calculated  at  93I.  and  that 
now  it  was  not  fo  high  by  two  or 
three  per  cent  ;  fo  that  the  reafon- 
ings  of  the  lad  feflion  did  not 
completely  apply  to  the  meafures 
of  the  prefent.  For  himfelf, 
however,  he  remained  fixed  in 
his  opinion,  that  to  facrifice  a 
large  fum  'of  the  public  money  at 
the  infant  of  funding,  upon  an  idle 
ground  of  fpeculative  calculation 
with  refpeft  to  the  future,  was  a 
matter  a  vain  ft  which  much  folid 
objection  might  be  urged.  If  he 
were  to  enter  into  the  difcufiion  of 
what  it  was,  that  was  given  to  the 
bill  holders  more  by  a  five  per  cent, 
than  by  a  three  per  cento  fund,  -per¬ 
haps  he  fliould  be  able  to  make  it 
amount  to  a  good  deal  more  than 
Mr.  Pitt  had  dated.  Mr.  Fox  ex- 
preiTed  the  deeped  impreflion  of  the 
very  urgent  date  of  the  finances  of 
the  country,  as  well  as  an  unwilling- 
neis  to  be  the  fird  to  oppofe  any 
taxes,  that  were  de  (lined  to  anfwer 
the  exigencies  of  the  date.  He, 
however,  hinted  a  ftrong  objection 
to  the  fhop  tax  and  the  prohibitory 
regulation  again  il  hawkers  and  ped¬ 
lars,  as'  well  as  the  tax  on  maid- 
fervants,  which  he  feared  very  un- 
Feafonably  for  the  welfare  of  this 
country,  would  exite  an  univerfal 
odium,  and  which  he  conceived,  by 
rendering  the  increafe  of  offspring 
peculiarly  diftreiimg,  would  become 
a  tax  upon  infants,  and  not  a  tax 
upon  either  luxury  or  extrava¬ 
gance. 

Mr.  HufTey  treated  it  as  fome- 
what  firange  that  the  minifter  fliould 
give  the  navy  bill-holders  this  year 
nil. 8s.  per  cent,  when  lad  year 
he  gave  them  only  1 07U  5s*  6d*  As 
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Mr.  Pitt  had  thought  proper  W 
defer  funding  the  million  he  bor* 
rowed,  of -the  bank,  might  it  not 
have  been  advil cable  alfo  |to  pofU 
pone  the  funding  a  part  of  the  navy 
debt,  till  it  Was  in  our  power  to 
have  made  better  terms  ?  Mr.  Pitt 
defended  what  he  done,  and  declar¬ 
ed  his  opinion  that  the  docks  would 
never  rife,  and  of  confequence  bet¬ 
ter  terms  would  never  be  made,  till 
the  load  of  navy  debt  was  taken 
•  out  of  the  market. 

The  taxes  propofed  by  the  chan- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  which  un¬ 
derwent  the  fevered  animadyerfion, 
were  the  tax  upon  maid-fervants* 
and  the  tax  upon  retailers.  Sir 
James  johnflbhe  and  the  earl  of 
Surrey  expreffed  themfelves  with 
much  humanity  refpeHing  the  fird 
of  thefe.  They  trailed  parliament 
would  turn  its  attention  to  a  tax* 
thus  inimical  to  fo  many  of  our  fel¬ 
low-creatures,  who  were  reduced  by 
providence  to  the  mod  helplefs  and 
unprotected  fituatipn.  They  werq 
deitituteof  tliofe  powerful  advocates, 
which  had  fometimes  influence  with 
mini  tiers  to  make  them  alter  their 
original  intention  ;  but  If  no  other 
principle  weighed  with  the  ho  life, 
it  was  to'  be  hoped  a  principle  of 
humanity  would,  fin.ee .  the  objects., 
of  this  tax  had,  independently:  of , 
other  evils,  hafddiipsenough  to  en¬ 
counter  from  their  relentlefs  clef- 
tiny.  Mr,.  Drake,  Mr.  Powys,  Mr*. 
Sawbridge,  fir  Richard  Hill,  and 
Mr.  Whitbread  expreiTed  their  dif- 
approbation  of  this  part  of  the  bud¬ 
get*  Mr*  Francis  had  always  ob- 
i'erved  fueb.  an  idea  to  be  reprobat¬ 
ed  by  every  per  fori  of  feeling  and 
fentiment.  He  trailed  that  Mr, 
Pitt  on  mature  conlideration  would 
relinquish.  it,  as  nothing  could  be! 
fugged, ed,  that  could  give  the  public  . 
a  more  disadvantageous  idea  of  his 
principles,  as  a  man  or  a  fiateiman. 

I  ^  It 
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It  Was  afferted  by  Mr.  Sheridan, 
that  the  tax  could  be  conlidered  in 
jio  other  light,  than  as  a  bounty  to 
bachelors  and  a  penalty  upon  pro¬ 
pagation.  Mr.  Fox  in  a  fiubfequent 
ilage  ot  the  bu  find's  obferved,' 'that 
he  iyas  in  fir  tided  by  his  confiituents 
oppofe  the  tax.  He  iyas  not  one 
of  thofe,._  that  conlidered  the  lenTe 
of  the  debtors  as  binding' on 'his 
conduct  in  every  political  proceed¬ 
ing  ;  and  of  all  others  he.  thought  a 
qucllion  of  finance  that  in  which 
implicit  conformity  was  leaf!  to  be 
expected.  If,  therefore,  the  jeriti- 
ments  of  his  conftituents  were  one 
reafon  with  him  for  oppofing  the 
tax,  he  begged  it  to  be  coniidered 
as  only  one.  It  was  .certainly  al- 
*,  wavs  definable  to  refrain  from  af- 
feeling  manufactures  whenever  it 
could  be  avoided.  That  this  could 
not  in  all  cafes  be  done  he  was 
ready  to  allow/ ;  but  when  the  mod: 
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ufelefs  members  of  fociety  were 
made  to  bear  the  public  burthen, 
,  it  was  undoubtedly  an  advantage. 
A  let  of  men  could  not  eafily  be 
{elected  who  \ypre  of  lefs  fervjce  in 
the  it  ate  than  men-feryants  ;  the 
contrary  was  the  fad  with  regard 
to  women-fervants.  The  former 
were  kept  for  parade,  and  as  the  in- 
iiruments  of  vanity,  idlenefs,  and 
oflentation  ;  the  latter  were  always 
employed  in  works  of  ceconomy  and 
snduflry.  The  former  were  retain¬ 
ed  by  the  rich,  the  latter  by  the 
poor.  Mr.  Fox  mentioned  the  idea 
that  had  frequently  been  fuggefled 
j cfpeeting  a  tax  upon  bachelors. 
If  there  could  be  a  mode  deviled  by 
which  fuch  a  tax  could  be  propor- 
*  tjoned  to  the  fortune  or  property  of 
.individuals,  none  in  his  opinion 
could  be  more  fair  or  more  prod uc- 
.  five.  At  all  events  he  could  Ice 
no  objection  to  the  adopting  this 
T .  idea  to  i  nch  a  degree,  as  won  Id  mak  e, 
good  th egleifciency  that  might  avile 
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from  rendering  the  tax  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  ealy  to  thofe 
who  had ■  families. 

Mr.  Pitt  defended  his  original 
iuggefiion.  ‘  It  was  undoubtedly 
true,  that  thofe  who  were  married 
and  had  families  Would  pay  the  moil 
to.  this  tax  j  but  this  was  infeparable 
from  the'  very  principle  of  levying 
impous  upon  the  fubjedt,  and  might 
with  equal  truth  be  alledged  againtl 
every  individual  tax  that  had  been 
laid  upon  articles  of  confumption 
for  a'number  of  years  paft.  In  the 
prog  refs  of  the  bufinefs  however, 
he  qualified  the  me  a  lure  with  fe- 
veral  exemptions,  particularly  by 
fubtrading  from  his  ellimate  one 
ferv ant  for  every  two  children.  He 
profeffed  alfo  to  defign  to  exclude 
youth  and  age  from  the  operation 
of  the  tax.  In  lieu  of  the  defici- 
enccs  that  wmuld  accrue  from  thefe 
provilions,  he  adopted  Mr.  Fox’s 
idea  refpeding  bachelors.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  rqoved  that  the  tlx  upon 
maid-fervants  fliould  be  doubled  to 
perfons  of  this  defoription,  and  that 
every  bachelor  fliould  pay  the  fum  of 
one  pound  five  {hillings  per  head  ad¬ 
ditional  to  the  tax  upon  men  ferv  ants. 
This  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Fox  not 
adequately  to  anfwer  his  fifggeltion, 
fince  it  would  fall  particularly  heavy 
upon  gentlemen  of  the  army  and 
other  unmarried  men,  who  were 
under  the  ne'ceflity  of  keeping  at 
leaft  one  malc-fervant.  An  amend¬ 
ment  Wag  made  correfponding  to 
the  objection  of  Mr.  Fox.  A  fi- 
milar  effort  was  exerted  by  Mr. 
Gamon  member  for  Winchefter, 
amj  Mr.  Courtenay,  in  favour  of 
officers  upon  hair-pay  ;  but  though 
the  propoli  tion  was  urged  with  con- 
iiderable  ft  rcnuouihds,  it  did  not 
obtain  equal  fucceis. 

But  the  tax  which  encountered 
the  mofi  perfevering  and  obitinate 
qppoiition  in  parliament,  -au-d-  rhe 
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tug  ft  general  unpopularity  and  odi¬ 
um  in  the  nation,  was.  the  tax  on. 
retailers.  It  is  particularly  remark¬ 
able  of  this  tax,  that  It  has  been 
uniformly  rejected  and  cenfured  by 
every  politician,  whether  fpeeula- 
tive  or  practical,  to  whom  it  ever 
fuggefted  itfelf.  It  is '  condemned 
by  Dr.  Adam  Smith  in  his  ftandard 
work  of,  the  Wealth  of  Nations. 
The  arguments  by  which  it  was 
oppofed  are  obvious.  They  may 
perhaps  be  hummed  up  in  the  word 
inequality.  The  tax  is  unequal, 
becaufe  it  is  placed-  by  the  repre- 
fehtative  upon  the  conftitueht,  w  th- 
out  his  contributing  an  iota  ot  it 
himfeif.  It  is  unequal,  becaufe  be¬ 
ing  proportioned  to  the  rent,  it  tails 
almoft  exclufively  upon  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  metropolis.  And  laft- 
ly,  it  is  unequal,  becaufe  it  falls 
upon  a  body  of  men,  fe  w  in  number, 
induftrious  arid  necelfary.  Taxes 
may  be.confidered  as  of  two  kinds  ; 
thole  which  are  levied  immediately 
upon  the  commodity,  and  of  which 
confequently  the  whole  pafies  into 
the  purfe  of  the  public,  and  thole, 
which,  being  committed  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  individuals,  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  opprels  the  nation  in  a 
much  greater  degree  than  they 
enrich  government.  The  fliop- 
tax  is  placed  under  the  necelfity 
of  encountering  one  of  two  dei- 
tinies  ;  either  it  mull  be  levied 
upon  the  confumer  ten,  thirty,  and 
fifty  fold  by  the  retailer,  or  it  nut  ft 
fall  upon  a  clafs,  confiding  perhaps 
of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  men  ; 
and  to  whom  is  appropriated  little 
of  the  luxuries  and  indulgences  of 
human  life.  Thefe  and  other  argu¬ 
ments  were  urged  with  conliderable 
carneftnefs'by  fir  Harbord  H arbofd, 
Mr.  [olliffe,  and  the  members  for 
the  city  of  London.  At  the  fame 
time  a  petition  was  presented  again  it 
the  tax  from  the  lord  mayor,  alder- 
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men  and  common  council.  Its  tfiif- 
advantages  were  placed  in  a  par¬ 
ticularly  llrong  point  of  view  by 
Mr.  William  Windham,  Mr.  Pitt 
replied  to  Mr.  Windham,  that  it 
was  by  no  means  fait  to  conlider  the 
tax  limply  as  falling,  either  on  the 
the  income  of  the  trader,  or  the  ge¬ 
neral  confumption.  -  Where  the  pro¬ 
fit  on  the  articles  of  trade  was  Inch 
as  Would  bear  the  payment  of  the 
tax,  there  the  trader  would  pay  it 
for  his  own  fake,  and  it  was  fair 
that  he  fhould  ;  but  where  on  the 
contrary  the  profit  was  iticonfider- 
able,  the  tax  would  be  levied  by  the 
retailer  on  his  cuftcmers.  He  de¬ 
nied  that  the  objedt  of  commerce 
was  to  obtain  a  profit  ade¬ 
quate  to  fubfiftence  ;  but  on  the 
contrary  to  obtain  as  great  a  profit 
as  the  market  would  allow.  Of 
confequence,  the  richer  fhop-keep- 
er  would  not  be  more  ready  now  to 
vend  his  commodities  at  a  price 
which  the  poorer  Could  not  afford, 
than  he  had  ever  been.  Mr.  Henry 
Thornton  coincided  with  Mr.  Pitt 
in  his  argument  in  favour  of  the 
tax,  and  inferred  from  the  naive  rial 
clamour  it  had  oceafioned  that  its 
operation  was  totally  exempt  from 
the  charge  of  being  partial.  Seve¬ 
ral  members,  who  were  defirousfuc- 
cefsfully  to  counteract  the  irnpoff 
upon  retailers,  declared  themfelves 
not  inimical  to  the  tax  on  maid- 
fervants,  and  took  part  with  Till 
greater  fincerity  and  earneftnefs  in 
favour  of  the  intended  prohibition 
againlt  hawkers  and  pedlars.  A- 
mong  thefe  it  may  be  proper  to  enu¬ 
merate  Mr.  Harriet  and  Mr.  Le 
Mefurier.  Sir  Edward  Aftley,  and 
Mr.  Brickdale  alfo  took  an  op¬ 
portunity  ofexpreffing  their  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  propofed  llipprelfion 
of E'awkers  and  pedlars. 

The  caufe  of  this  humble  order 
of  men  was.  undertaken  with  parti- 
1 2  cular 
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cular  warmth  by  Mr.  Dempfter.  the  retailers,  as  departing  from  an 


He  conceived  that  it  was  a  lingular 
and  no  very  honourable**' fpecies'  of 
regulation,  to  attempt  the  fupprei- 
4ion  of  ,  an  entire  order  in  the  flat e, 
from  the  inftigation  of  private 
views,  and  with  the  nrtgle  delign 
of  conciliating  the  aver  lions  and 
gratifying  the  vindictive  pallions  of 
another  order.  He  remembered 
fome  years  ago  that  a  bill  for  the 
fame  purpofe  was  brought  into  par¬ 
liament  ♦  but  it  appeared  in  the  dii- 
cuilion  a  mealiire  "big  with  the 
great  eft  mifchief.  He  trufted  in 
proportion  as  thehouie  received  in¬ 
formation  upon  the  fubjeet,  they 
would  be  difpofed  to  think  with 
him,  that  far  from  being  ulelefs, 
the  hawkers  and  pedlars  were  of  the 
higheft  benefit  to  the  community. 
Nothing  but  their  palpable  and  un¬ 
deniable  utility  could  have  kept 
them  in  exiftence  fo  long  again  If  all 
the  mterefts  that  had  been  united  to 
deftroy  them.  In  compliance  with 
the. arguments  that  were  employed, 
Mr.  Pitt  departed  from  his  original 
dengn,  and  on  the  thirteenth  of 
June  moved  the  houfe,  in  lieu  of  the 
total  fupprelllon  of  the  licences, 
that  a  duty  of  four  pounds  in 
addition  to  the  '  exifting  duties 
fhould  be  impofed  upon  ail  pedlars 
■travelling  on  foot ;  and  that  a  duty 
of  eight  pounds  in  addition  to  the 
exilting  duties  fhould  be  impofed 
upon  all  pedlars  for  every  horfe, 
afs,  or  mule,  employed  by  them 
in  the  tranfport  of  his  commo¬ 
dities.55  It  was  alfo  propofed  by 
him,  that  in  the  fame  ,  aCt  re  (fric¬ 
tions  fhould  be  laid  upon  pedlars, 
by  which  they  fhoujd  be  pre¬ 
vented  from  exercifing  their  trade 
within  rr  certain  dlffan.ee  of  cities 
and  market  towns.  This  propoial 
did  not  perfectly- meet  the  appro¬ 
bation  either  of  the  friends  or  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  original  motion.  It 
was  treated  by  thofe  who  aCted  for 


implied  bargain  that  had  been  en¬ 
tered  into  between  the  minifler  and 
the  perfons  expofed  to  the  new  tax. 
By  Mr.  Dempfter,  hr  James  John- 
florie,  lir  Adam  Fergufon  and  Mr* 
Courtenay,  it  was  Hill  oppofed  up¬ 
on  the  ground  that  had  fir  ft  been 
taken  up  ;  and  it  was  particularly 
afferted  by  Mr.  Dempfter,  that  lince 
the  expiilfion  of  the  Moors  from 
Spain,  and  the  revocation  of  the 
ediCt  of  Nantes  by  Louis  the  Four¬ 
teenth,  no  fyftem  had  ever  been 
purfued  fo  notorioully  partial  and 
oppreffive.  Mr.  Marfham,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  representatives  of  the 
different  parts  of  Kent,  were,  on 
the  contrary,  extremely  eager  to 
obtain  the  total  abolition  of  a  bpdy 
of  men,  to  w.hofe  inftrumentality  it 
was  owing  that  the  illicit  trade  of 
this  country  was  kept  alive,  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  the  efforts  of  iuccelfive 
adminiilrations  for  its  fuppreffion. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  unwor¬ 
thy  of  fuch  a  performance  as  ours, 
to  notice  the  feveral  taxes  that  were 
propofed  by  private  members,  who 
were  difeontented  with  the  articles 
of  Mr.  Pitt’s  budget,  as  fubftitutes 
in  lieu  of  the  intended  duties.  It 
will  be  found,  upon  a  retrofpeCf  to 
the  hiftory  of  finance,  that  fuch 
unconnected  fuggeftions  have  not 
feldom  been  ripened  in  a  feries  of 
years  into  regulations  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  laws  of  the  land.  A  no¬ 
tice  like  this  may  therefore  not  on¬ 
ly  ferve  to  gratify  the  curiofitv  of 
pofterity,  refpeCling  the  true  origin 
of  the  meafures  by  which  they 
(hall  hereafter  be  affeCled,  but  may 
alfo  aiiill  the  conjeHures  of  the 
prefen t  age,  and  enable  us  in  part 
to  look  forward  into  futurity.  In 
the  room  of  the  tax  upon  maid 
fervants  it  was  propofed  by  fir 
James  Johnffone  that  a  tax  fhould 
be  impofed  upon  men  milleners, 
and  other  perfons  of  the  male  lex, 
i  who 
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who  exercifed  thofe  branches  of 
trade  that  Teemed  molt  properly  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  female.  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Hill  and  fir  Edward  Aftley 
brought  to  the  recollection  of  the 
houfe  ideas  that  they  had  thrown 
out  in  preceding  felfions  refpefting 
a  tax  upon  public  places  of  diver- 
fion,  and  an  impoit  upon  dogs. 
But  the  moll  regular  ipecies  of 
budget  was  opened  by  lord  Surrey, 
who  propofed  a  tax  by  way  of  an 
ntial  licence  upon  perfons  wearing 
iilk  ftockings,  wearing  powder  in 
their  hair,  and  wearing  watches  ; 
the  two  former  at  ten  fhillifigs  per 
annum  refpeCtively,  and  the  latter 
at  two  {hillings  and  fix  pence.  The 
produce  of  the  whole  he  Hated  at 
i6o,oool.  Mr.  Fitt  excepted  to  the 
propofal  of  lord  Surrey,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  obferved,  that  the  taxes 
{truck  him  as  depending  chiefly  for 
their  collection  on  informers,  which 
was  not  the  moll  pleafaiit  way  of 
collecting  any  duty,  and  which 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  other 
than  extremely  precarious.  In  lieu 
of  the  fliop  tax  Mr.  Brook  Watlon 
propoled  a  tax  by  way  of  licence  on 
attorneys  of  30I.  per  annum,  and 
a  tax  upon  cambrics.  It  was  lug- 
gelted  by  lord  North  that  an  ade¬ 
quate  compenfation  might  be  ob¬ 
tain  e.i  by  extending  the  tax  upon 
auctions  to  the  Tales  of  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  company,  of  the  HudfoMs  Bay 
company,  and  the  fales  from  the 
court  of  chancery.  A  propofal  that 
fee  ms  to  have  been  more  ex ‘en five 
in  its  origin  was  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  Sawbridge  and  Mr.  aider- 
man  Newnham.  This  was  a  tax 
of  two  pence  four  pence,  and  fix 
pence  refpeCtively  upon  every  pair 
of  Aloes  above  the  price  of  four 
{killings,  and  of  one  (hilling  upon 
every  pair  of  boots,  rue  produce 
of  this  tax  was  computed  by  the 
propofers  at  upwards  of  200,000!. 
In  fubmtution  for  certain  deficien¬ 


cies,  which  he  conceived  would  be 
incurred  by  the  regulations  admit¬ 
ted  in  the  (hop  tax,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  ultimately  adopt¬ 
ed  the  idea  of  a  tax  by  way  of  li¬ 
cence  upon  attorneys,  at  the  rate  of 
5I.  per  annum  in  London,  and  3I. 
per  annum  in  every  other  part  of 
the  kingdom.  To  this  was  added  a 
duty  of  two  (hillings  and  fix  pence 
upon  writs  of  a  r  re  It,  and  the  whole 
was  taken  at  20,000! .  Certain  re- 
folutions  were  moved  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  ways  and  means  on  th£ 
twenty-feventh  of  May  by  Mr. 
Rofe,  fecretary  to  the  treafury, 
which  however  he  qualified  l\y  ob- 
ferving  that  they  were  not  fo  pro¬ 
perly  new  taxes,  as  regulations  for 
facilitating  the  collection  of  old 
ones.  Thefe  related  in  part  to  the 
game  duties  of  the  preceding  feffion, 
and  in  part  to  the  duties  upon  car^ 
riages.  By  the  .  latter  every  per- 
foil  exercifing  the  trade  of  a  coach- 
maker  was  called  upon  to  take  out 
a  licence  for  that  purpofe  at  the  an¬ 
nual  price  of  twenty  (hillings  ;  and 
a  duty  of  twenty  (hillings  on  four- 
wheeled  carriages,  and  ten  (hillings 
upon  two-wheeled  carriages  was 
impofed,  to  be  paid  by  rhe  maker. 

On  the  feventh  of  April  the 
houfe  was  moved  by  Mr.  William 
Grenville,  joint  pay m, after  of  the 
army,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  explain  and  amend  the  a£t  for 
trying  controverted  elections,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Grenville  a£t. 

J 

There  were  two  objects  that  he  had 
in  view  in  regard  to  this  fibjedt. 
The  one  was  general,  to  modify 
and  amend  certain  parts  of  the  act 
in  queflion  which  had  been  found 
upon  experience  ineffectual  or  noxi¬ 
ous.  The  other  was  merely  to.  re¬ 
medy  in  Tome  degree  the  interrup¬ 
tion,  that  had  frequently  been  given 
to  public  bulinefs  by  that  provifion. 
of  the  Grenville  act,  which  forbad 
the  entering  upon  any  other  matter 
I  3  whil& 
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while  the  ballot  for  a  committee  for 
trying  a  controverted  election  was 
depending.  Under  the  firfir  ofthefe 
hdads  Air,  Grenville  claffed  the 
number  of  frivolous  petitions  which 
had  been  much  increafed  fincfe  the 
bill  he  propofed  to  amend  had  pair¬ 
ed  into  a  law  ;  and  this  he  conceiv¬ 
ed  might  be  remedied  by  obliging 
the  parties  petitioning  to  enter  into 
recognizances  to  abide  by  their  pe¬ 
tition,  and  in  cafe  of  failure  to  pay 
the  cods.  T h e  o t h e r  fu ppofe d . d e - 
fcdisj  were  the  want  of  a  power  in 
the  eiedtion-committees  to  -  pun  if  h 
the  ret u ruing  Officer,  and  the  want 
of -a  certainty  of  decilion  upon  the 
rights  of  election.  But  with  thefe 
general  quellions  Mr.  GrenviMe  did 
not  pro  pole  to  interfere  till  the  en- 
fliing  fedi-On,  conceiving  them  to  be 
much  more  likely  to  be  difcuffed 
with  that  degree  of  temper,  mode¬ 
ration  and  coolnefs  which  the  lub- 
jecT  required,  -  when  con  tide  red  in 
the  abitrad,  than  when  election 
cafes  were  exilVmg  untried,  to 
which  they  might  in  dome  degree  or 
other  be  applied,  and  thus  impref- 
iions  by  no  means  conducive  to  im¬ 
partiality  and  candor  might  arile. 

'  The  objetM,  which  the  bill  he  at 
prefent  de  fired  to  introduce  to  par¬ 
liament  had  in  view,  was  confined  to 
the  alteration  of  the  mechanical 
part  of  the  proceeding  to  ballot  for 
a  committee.  The  firfl  regulation 
of  this  kind  he  would  fuggeft,  was 
to  allow  committees,  who  had  h mill¬ 
ed  their  bulihefs,  and  who  were 
ready  to  make  their  report,  to  do  fo 
in  the  interval  before  a  ballot  had 
beep  obtained.  This  proviiion, 
where  the  two  fitting  members. - 
fhouid  be  declared  duly  elected, 
would  add  two  members  qualified 
fo  ferve  to  the  number  of  the  houfe, 
and  would  extend  the  power  of 
ferving,  if  they  chofe  it,  to  fifteen 
!ppre?  Mr,  Grenville  next  obferv^ 


ed,  that  a  caufe  of  adjournment 
that  had  frequently  operated  was 
the  ffating  the  number  of  perfons 
to  ferve  on  the  committee  to  be 
drawn  by  the  h on  fie,  fio  high  as  for¬ 
ty-nine.  He  conceived  that  this 
number  might  be  fafely  reduced  to 
thirty  nine.  The  Grenville  act 
directed,  that  the  election  commit¬ 
tees  fhouid  adjourn,  in  cafe  more 
than  two  of  their  members  were  nc- 
ceffarily  abfent.  He  meant  to  pro¬ 
pofe  that;  in  certain  cafes  a  com¬ 
mittee  fhouid  be  allowed  to  fit, 
though  reduced  to  eleven  or  even 
to  nine  members.  A  farther  alter¬ 
ation  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Grenville, 
and  which  excited  con  fide  r  able  ani- 
madverfion  in  the  houfe,  was,  that 
in  cafes  where  there  were  already 
three  or  more  election  committees 
in  exifienee,  if  a  ballot  fhouid  fail, 
public  bulinefs  fhouid  not,  from 
that  circ  umlhm.ee,  be  obliged  to  be 
fufpended.  He  hinted  at  two  other 
points,  which  were  not  included  in 
the  provifions  of  his  bill.  One  of 
them  was  the  doubt  which  had  been 
darted  refpefiing  the  p  re  lent  mode 
of  chufing  nominees,  and  the  other 
the  neceflity  there  appeared  for  al¬ 
lowing  committees  in  fome  cafes  to 
fit  after  parliament  had  been  pro¬ 
rogued.  The  houfe,  Air.  Gren¬ 
ville  tru fired,  would  give  him  cre¬ 
dit  for  the  veneration  he  entertain¬ 
ed  for  the  af  t  in  queftion,  and  would 
believe  that  he  had  no  view  to  cait 
an  unworthy  imputationeither  upon 
the  meal'd  re  irfelf,  or  upon  its  origin 
and  hi  limy..  .  . ;  i  • .  • 

The  motion':  of  Mr.  Grenville 
was  feconded  by  Air.  Frederic 
Afontagu.  Fie  had.  particular  fa- 
tisfadfion. . in  the  circumfirance  of 
the  iubjedt .  being  brought  foi  ward 
by. -a.  perfon  in  Air.  Grenville’s 
lituation  with  reipeci  to  it,  and  he 
apprerved  of  moil  of  the  intended 
provifions  of  the  bill  offered  to 
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their  confideration.  He  however 
iuggelled  his  doubts,  in  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  fnffering  public 
btilinefs  in  any  cafe  to  proceed  be¬ 
fore  a  ballot  had  been  obtained* 
Mr.  Cornwal,  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons, .  embraced  the^ 
opportunity  afforded  by  the.progrefs 
of  this  bill  of  offering  to  parliament 
his  rehedions  upon  the;  lubjecf. 
He  obferved  that  he  had  been  in 
parliament  when  the  Grenville  act 
had  been  originally  introduced; 
he  had  had  the  honour  to  have  been 
confulted  by  the  author  of  the  bill? 
and  had  lived  to  fee  its  important 
and  lalutary  effeds  in  a  variety  ot 
in  dance's.  When  he  recollected 

the  infinite  and  flagrant  mifchiefs 
it  had  prevented,  and  with  what 
uniformity  it  had  always  kept  the 
main  ohjed  of  its  inllitution  in 
view,'  he  felt  himfclf  impelled  to 
fpeak  of  it  with  the  greateil  tender- 
nefs  and  delicacy.  Belide  declar¬ 
ing  his  approbation,  of  ieveral  of 
the  objedls  included  in  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Grenville,  Mr.  Cornwal 
mentioned  the  want  of  means  as 
the  ad  Hood  at  prefent,  in  cafe  of 
the  death  either  of  the  petitioner 
or  of  the  fitting  member,  to  fecure 
the  trial  of  the  merits  of  the  elec¬ 
tion.  He  alfo  obferved  upon 
a  circumdance  of  perfonal  incon¬ 
venience  to  himfelf,  the  want  of  a 
power  of  adjourning,  in  cafes  where 
the  Grenville  add .  interfered,  at 
periods,  fuch  as  Ghridmas  and 
Ealfer,  when  it  was  well  known 
that  no  parliamentary  bufinefs  was 
ufually  t  ran  faded.  Mr.  Dempder, 
Mr.  Powys,  Mr.  Strachey  and 
others  expreffed  their  approbation 
of  the  general  idea  of  the  bill, 
though  they  had  objedions  to  lbme 
of  its  provi  lions,  Lord  Mahon 

was  particularly  warm  in  his  re¬ 
probation  of  the  delign  of  differing 
public  bufinefs  on  any  pretence  to 
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proceed  while  a  ballot  was  depend* 
mg.  He  afferted  that  in  feme  cafes 
this  might  fubjed  the  parties 
conte ding  a  controverted  eiediojftj 
to  the  enormous  and  fruulefs  Mrj'a 
pe-ce  of  a  ioqE  a  day  for  twWi 
months.  He  hinted  that  it  might .  j 
be  proper,  intact  of  thus  annihi¬ 
lating  the  effence  of  the  Grenville 
ad,. to  reduce  the  number  of  inem-c 
bers  that  fliould  Cpnljitute  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  eleven,  and  he  propofed 
thirty-five  as  a -convenient  number 

j 

for  the  preferibed  reiult  of  a  ballot. 
The  epiedion  upon  this  lad  point 
coming  to  be  decided  in  a  very 
thin  houfe,  and  various  material 
alterations  having  been  brought 
forward  by  different  perfons,  it 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Grenville  upon 
the  fug-gedion  of  Mr.  Sheridan, 
that  the  farther  conlideration  of 
the  bill  fliould  be  poftpoiyed  for  the 
prefent  feffion. 

Two  bills  which  had  before  been 
fubmitted  to  parliament  were  again 
offered,  by  lord  Mahon,  to  the  con- 
fide  ration  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
in  the  prefent  feffion.  Their  objects 
were  for  the  better  fecuring  the 
rights  of  voters  at  country  elections  ; 
and  to  explain,  amend,  and  re¬ 
duce  into  one  ad,  the  laws  for 
preventing  bribery  and  expense  in 
the  elections  of  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  In  the  hrh  of  thele  bills 
it  was  particularly  provided,  that 
the  names  of  voters  at  county  elec- 
tioris,  fliould  be  entered  upon  a 
regifter  in  each  parifh,  and  that  , 
the  miniffers  of  the  feveral  pariflies 
fliould  Mve  notice  four  times  in  a 

O  # 

year  of  the  exigence  and  operation 
of  the  bill.  By  the  latter  it  was 
particularly  prohibited  to  give 
cockades  or  public  entertainments 
at  the  times  of  eledion,  and  it  was 
direded  that  the  votes  of  the  elec¬ 
tors  fliould  be  taken  in  the  towns 
of  their  refpedive  refiicnce.  The 

I  4.  former 
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former  of  thefe  ads,  haviag  paifed 
the  houfe  of  commons,  experienced 
the  particular  oppoftion  of  lord 
Thurlow.  He  called  the  bill  a  vo¬ 
lume  of  fpec ulation,  worked  up 
in  order  to  difplay  the  ingenuity 
and  ability  of  a  projector,  who  had 
taken  pains  to  Blew  how  many 
words  he  could  ule  in  Bating  a  fim- 
pie  regulation,  in  order  to  lay  the. 
ground  of  a  fyftem  founded  011 
no  neCeffity,  nor  ju  (lined,  in  his 
opinion,  by  any  fudicient  motive. 
He  concluded  with  moving,  that 
the  confide  ration  of  the  bill  be  ad¬ 
journed  for  three  months.  The 
houfe  divided  on  this  motion,  con¬ 
tents  14,  not  contents  4,  in  con¬ 
fers  uence  of  which  the  bill  was 
led. 

On  the  lixth  of  May,  Mr,  Beau- 
foy  moved  the  houfe  of  commons 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  ex¬ 
plain  and  amend  the  excife  laws, 
and  to  extend  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury.  This  fub.ebt  is  well  under- 
flood  in  Great  Britain,  and  the. 
defpotifm  of  thediinfoittion  of  the 
commiihoners  of  excite  has  been 
frequently  the-,  topic  of  expoft illa¬ 
tion  and  inve&ive.*  Mr.  Beaufoy 
flip, ported  the  n.ecdhty  of  the  ni.ea- 
fure  he  had-  to  fugged;  by  a  quo¬ 
tation  from  the  commentaries  of 
Mr.  jirdice  Blaekftone,  44  The 
.proceedings  of  the  excife, bays 
this  author,  '*4  are  io  fiim.mary  and 
fudden,  that  a  man  may  be  con¬ 
victed  in  two  days  time  in  the  firm 
of  many  thoufand  pounds,  by  three 
cornmiifioners,  or  two  jultices  of 
•the  peace,  to  the  total  excluiion  of 
the  trial  by  jury,  and  difregard  of 
the  common  law n  The  bid,  offer-? 
ed  to  the  houfe  by  Mr.  Beaufoy, 
proposed  to  give  to  the  lubjedf,  in 
every  cafe  where  he  ehofe  to  claim 
it,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury.  To 
this  general  rule  there  was  but  one 
exception,  which  was  that  of  a  pro- 


fecutkm  for  the  payment  of  double 
duties.  In  this  cam  a  fummary 
proceeding  was  abfolutely  neceilary 
on  the  part  of  government ;  and  ia 
this  cafe  fortunately  the  point  in 
queftion  was  capable  of  the  molt 
unqueftionable  eftabliiliment  or  re¬ 
futation,  and  the  extent  of  the 
pimiliiment  was  not  in  the  diferetion 
of  the  court.  Be  fide  this,  it  was 
allb  intended  by  Mr.  Beaufoy’s 
bill,  to  reduce  into  one  aft  the  va¬ 
rious  laws  refpecting'  the  ju.rifdic- 
tion  of  the  excife,  and  to  reconcile 
and  render  their  provifions  coiifo- 
nant  to.  each  other. 

The  committee  on  this  bill  fat 
on  the  twenty-feventh  of  May, 
and  it  was  at  that  time  luggefled 
to  the*  author  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  that,  in  a  cafe  of 
fo  great  importance,  it  was  advife-  - 
able  not  to  make  the  bdi  final,  but 
to  regard  it  as  a  bill  of  experiment, 
and  for  that  purpafe  to  confine 
its  operation  only  to  a  filial  1  num¬ 
ber  ofexcifeable  commodities.  The 
bill  was  objected  to  by  the  attorney 
general,  upon  its  report  from  the  t 
committee,  on  the  fourteenth  of 
June,  from  the  circumfeance  of  the 
number  of  cafes  now  tried  in  the 
fummary  courts.  Thefe  amounted 
to  fix  th,oufand  per  annum.  Mr. 
Arden  paid  feveral  compliments  tq 
Mr.  Beaufoy  upon  the  fkilful 
(infeture  of  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  did  not  immediately  relate 
to  the  trial  by  j ury .  He  however 
took  occaiion  to  obier-ve,.  from  the 
circumll-ance  he  mentioned,  how 
dangerous ,  it  would  be  found  ta 
diiturb  the  fettled  order  of  thing’s^ 
and  to  reverfe  effablifhments  that 
had  (food  the  tell  of  a  century. 
The  trial  by  jury,  the  favourite, 
pivilegc  of  Engliflmien,  would  in¬ 
fallibly  be  chofen  in.  every  in  fiance, 
and  fix  thoufand  cafes  would  at 
once  be  brought  into  the  court 

of 
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of  exchequer.  The  confequence 
would  be  the  total  ruin  of  the  re¬ 
venue,  and  the  utmoil  confufion  to 
the  country.  Mr,  Arden  concluded 
with  moving,  that  the  further  con- 
federation  of  the  bill  be  poftponed 
for  three  months,  Mr.  Macdon¬ 
ald,  folicitor  general,  Supported 
the  arguments  ot  Mr.  Arden.  He 
obferved  that  Mr.  Beaufoy  himfelf 
had  been  obliged"  to  acknowledge, 
that,  however  fevere  and  unconfli- 
tutional  the  laws  of  excife  might 
appear,  the  practice  had  been  mild, 
and  the  administration  ialutary. 
It  was  not  to  evils  of  this  fort  that 
it  became  parliament  to  apply  a 
fudden  and  a  violent  remedy. 
There  was  no  fyftem,  however  ex¬ 
cellent,  whofe  defeats,  if  brought 
together  in  one  view,  and  colour¬ 
ed  by  a  man  of  ftrong  feeling, 
might  not  be  represented  as  too 
monftrous  to  be  borne.  Were  inch 
a  perfon  to  fay,  for  inftance,  that 
there  was  a  country,  in  which 
twelve  hundred  offences  were  re¬ 
garded  as  capital,  in  which  there 
were  twelve  hundred  '  ways  for 
the  fubjedt  to  incurf  the  forfeiture 
of  his  life,  who  would  believe 
that  it  was  of  England  he  was 
(peaking  ?  Mr.  Beaufoy  replied  to 
the  objection  of  the  crown-lawyers. 
He  obferved,  that  the  .vaft  in¬ 
flux  of  caufes  into  the  court  of 
exchequer  which  Mr.  Arden  had 
hated,  was  by  no  means  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended.  If  the  perfon  making 
his  election  of  the  trial  by  jury  ob¬ 
tained  a  verdidt  in  his  favour,  his 
expence  would  not  be  lefs  than 
fixty  or  eighty  pounds,  and  if  he 
was  caft  it  would  be  double  that 
fum  ;  but  in  the  fummary  courts 
the  trial  would  coft  him  nothing. 
Befide  the  court  which  tried  by  a 
jury  had  no  power  to  mitigate 
penalties,  which  Was  continually 
dene  by  the  lummary  junididtion. 


Under  all  thefe  circumflanecs  of 
difadvantage,  theie  was  but  two 
cafes  in  which  the  lubjedt  would 
be  likely  to  advance  his  claim* 
and  God  forbid  that  in  either  of 
them  it  Should  be  refufed  him! 
He  would  embrace  the  election  that 
was  extended  to  him  where  the 
confideration  of  the  expence  of  the 
trial  was  loll  in  that  of  the  value 
to  be  tried  ;  and  he  would  embrace 
it  in  cafes  where  he  fufpefted  that 
the  judge  of  the  fummary  court 
had  conceived  a  prejudice  againft 
him.  44  It  is  true,”  he  would  fay* 
44  the  worth  of  the  goods  is  trifling, 
and  the  penalty  inconfiderable  ; 
but  I  will  not  be  branded  as  a 
fraudulent  trader  at  the  pleafure  of 
an  arbitrary  court.  I  will  throw 
myfeif  upon  my  country.  I  have 
confidence  in  the  juft  ice  of  my 
caufe,  and  whatever  be  the  ex- 
pence,  1  will  be  tried  by  my  peers. 

A  language  like  this  was  graceful 
in  the  mouth  of  a  free  fubjedt  of 
the  Britifti  crown,  and  it  ought  to 
be  heard.  The  further  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  bill  was,  poftponed  for 
the  prefent  feflion. 

.  On  the  the  tenth  of  June  a  pe¬ 
tition  was  brought  up  by  Mr* 
Beaufoy,  in  concert  with  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  from  the 
merchants  of  London,  trading  in 
tobacco,  at  the  fame  time  with  pe¬ 
titions  from  Briftol  and  Glafgow. 
The  object  of  thefe  petitions  was 
to  obtain  a  confolidation  of  the  va¬ 
rious  impofts  into  one  fpecifiq 
charge,  as  well  as  fome  meafure  to. 
be  feledled  by  the  legislature  for 
the  reduction  of  the  exi  fling  duties., 
or  the  fuppreflion  of  illicit  trade* 
In  fupport  of  the  petitions  it  was. 
obferved  by  Mr.  Beaufoy,  that  the 
importation  of  tobacco  into  Europe* 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  made 
by  Great  Britain,  was  nearly  five 
times  as  great  as  that  made  by 

France 


FrMcS  and  Holland  together.  It 
was  added  by  Mr.  Pitt-,  who  intro- 
driced  into  the  houfe  the  propofed 
bill  u  for  the  better  fecuring  the 
tint ies:  payable  on  tobacco,”  that 
the  revenue  ..at  prefent  arifirig  from 
that  article : fcarcelv  exceeded  the 
half  of:  what  the  nett  duty  would 
be,  if  it  Were  paid  on  the  whole 
quantity  confumcd  in  ~  the  king* 
ctbtn.1  ■  ' 

On  the  fourth  of  July  a  third 
sneafure  was  introduced  into  the 
hotrfe  by  this  indefatigable  and  dif- 
jnterefied'  member  of  parliament,  in 
ptufftmiice  of  the  reports  of  a  com¬ 
mittee,-  which  had  been  originally 
inftifared  in  the  laft  felfion  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Dempfter.  'The  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  meal u re  recommended  by 
Mr.  Beaufby,  as  chairman  of  this 
committee,  related  chiefly  to  the 
herring  fifliery.  He  obfervcd,  that 
it  was 'Wei!  known  that  this  fifliery 
had  been  engroffed  from  us  by  the 
Dutch,  and  that  the  bounties,  to  the 
amount  of  little  lefts  than  20, cool . 
a  year,  had  operated  as  an  ulelefs 
expence.  This  was  attributed  by 
the  committee  to  the  circumltance 
of  the  Englifh  veffels  not.  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  fail  till  the  firft  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  though  the-  fifliery  in  reality 
commenced  as  early  as  the  fir  ft  of 
Jtme.  The  veffels  were  alfo  ob- 
liged  by  law  to  make  a  circuitous, 
while  the  Dutch  made  a  dire 61  voy¬ 
age, '  Various  other  evils  were 
ilated,  and  propofed  to  be  red  reifi¬ 
ed  •  and  Mr.  Beaufoy  was  at  parti¬ 
cular  pains  to  convince  the  houfe, 
front  our  fuccefs  in  the  Newfound- 
lane!  fifliery,  and  in  the  Greenland 
fifliery,  that  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Dutch  in  the  fifliery  in  queftion 
wife  not  owing  to  any  inherent  and 
unalienable  advantage.  It  was  only 
In  the  fifhery  for  herrings,  afffhery 
upon  her  own  coafts,  a  fifliery  which 
Hie  qnly  could  continue  through  the 


H  AN  D 

winter,  and  thus  unite  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  both  feafons,  that  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  Britain  had  failed  of  fuc¬ 
cefs,  and  that  Holland  had  pre¬ 
ferred  her  aficendency.  Mr*  Eden 
was  earned:  with  the  houfe  by  no 
means  unneceffarily  to  precipitate 
the  bufinefs,  and  to  adjourn  the 
farther  confidcration  to  another  fef- 
fion.  The  meafure  recommended 
by  the  committee  was  however  car¬ 
ried,  arid  a  bill  u  for  the  farther  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  Britifh  fifhe lies’ * 
was  at  length  paffed  into  a  law. 

The  cafe  of  the  American  lov- 
alifts  was  brought  before  the  houfe, 
in  confequence  of  the  commiffion  to 
whom  the  enquiry  had  been  referred 
by  parliament,  on  the  twentieth  of 
Tune.  The  whole  of  the  claims 
allowed  by  the  commiflioners,  were 
observed  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  to  amount  to  the  fum  of 
471,000!.  He  fhould  for  the  pre¬ 
fent  propole,  that  the  fum  of 
1  50,000!.  fhould  be  granted  for  the 
purpofe  of  affording  them  a  tempo¬ 
rary  relief.  The  claimants  had 
been  diftributed  by  the  commif- 
fioners  into  leveral  claries,  arid  it 
was  intended  that  this  firm  fhould 
be  diftributed  at  the  rate  of  40 1. 
per  cenft.  to  the  two  firft  claffes,  and 
of  30I.  per  cent,  to  the  remainder  ; 
the  money  to  be  raifed  through  the 
medium  of  a  lottery.  Mr.  Martin 
moved,  that  a  lift  of  the  claimants 
fhould  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  but 
the  motion  was  rejected  without  a 
divifion. 

Certain  refolutions  were  moved 
on  the  third  of  June  in  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  relative  to  the  courts  of  judi¬ 
cature  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
which  excited  a  high  degree  of  at¬ 
tention  and  much  difeuffion  in  that 
part  of-  the  iiland.  The  profeffied 
objeeft  of  thefe  refolutions  was  to  di- 
miniflibtlie  number,  and  increafe 
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the  falarieS  of  the- judges  of  the  ft- 
veral  courts,  and  particularly  of  the 
court  of  feffion.  A  bill  was  brought 
in  upon  thefe  re  fo  hit  ions,  which  was 
not  intended  to  be  urged  at  this  late 
period  of  the  year.  The  objedlion, 
that  was  formed  to  the  meafure  by 
the  people  of  Scotland,  was  particu¬ 
larly  founded  upon  the  circum- 
fianee,  that  civil  c&ufes  were  tried 
in  that  country  without  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  a  jury,  and  that  of  con- 
fequence  the  numbers  and  the  va¬ 
riety  or  character  and  difpofition 
that  exifted  in  the  court  were  their 
chief  lecuritv  for  an  impartial  de- 
ciiion. 

A  bill  was  introduced  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  at¬ 
torney  general  on  the  twenty-fir# 
of  June,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
limit  the  duration  of  polls  and  fern- 
tinies.  The  bill  encountered  much 
animadverlion,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Fox  and  the  oppofition,  upon  the 
ground  of  its  being  totally  fuper- 
lluous,  and  merely  calculated  to 
palliate  the*  illegal  and  improper 
conduct  of  ad  m  in  i  ft  rat  ion  i  n  the  af¬ 
fair  of  the  Weihninfter  election. 
Several  improprieties  wore  detected 
in  the  bill,  and  it  underwent  much 
alteration  in  the  committee.  Mr. 
Courtenay  ironically  complimented 
the  attorney  general  upon  the  abi¬ 
lity  with  which  the  bill  was  drawn. 
He  remarked  upon  a  mi  flake  of  that 
gentleman,  in  confequence  of  which 
he  had  cited,  as  a  bill  relative  to 
polls  and  ferutinies,  “  an  aft  for  re¬ 
gulating  the  meafure  of  Norwich 
fluffs  and  druggets,  and  for  eledting 
proper  officers  for  carrying  the  lame 
into  execution.”  Fie  obferved,  that 
if  Mr.  Arden  had  been  defeated  in 
argument,  he  had  at  leaf!  the  con- 
lbiarion  upon  which  don  Quixote 
had  laid  fo  much  ilrefs,  that  the 
meannefs  of  the  inftrument  took  a- 
way  the  difgrace  of  the  repulfe* 
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The  gentlemen  -by  whom  he  bad 
been  difeomfitted  were  not,  of  the 
fame  learn ed  p rofeiiio n ,  and-  there-' 
fore  his  credit  and  reputation,  could 
not  fuffer  by  -any  momentary  vic¬ 
tory  they  obtained. 

The  ,  lafl  of.  the  mifeellaneous 
bills,  which  wehave.occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  in  this  place,  and  which  was 
not  more  fuccefsful,  than  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  thofe  that  have  been  ar¬ 
ranged  under  the  fame  denomina¬ 
tion,  was  a  bill  “  for  the  farther, 
prevention  of  crimes,  and  for  the 
more  fpeedy  detedlion  and  punifh- 
ment  of  offenders  againft  the  peace 
in  London,  Weflminfter,  and  South-?, 
wafk,”  The  principal  objedl  of 
this  bill  was  to  empower  the  king 
to  appoint  three  or  more  perfbns  to 
be  commiffioners  of  police  for  the 
metropolis  ;  and  the  idea  upon  which 
it  proceeded  appears  to  have  been, 
that,  when  the  bufinefs  of  admini- 
ftering  criminal  law  fliould  be  made 
a  regular  department  of  adminiftra- 
tien,  under  considerable  and  refpon- 
lible  perfons,  the  provifions  of  that 
law  would  be  likely  to  be  lefs  neg¬ 
ligently  executed.  Thefe  commif¬ 
fioners,  befide  various  other  prero¬ 
gatives,  were  empowered  to  appoint 
a  body  of  confbbles  feparate  from 
and  independent  of  the  parochial 
conftables  now  in  exjftence.  The 
power  of  conftables  was  extended, 
and  it  was  particularly  provided  by 
the  occafional  fubftitution  of  bar- 
riders,  of  ten  years  Handing  at  the 
bar,  to  fit  upon  the  bench,  that  the 
feffions  at  the  Old  Bailey  fliould  be 
adjourned. from  week  to  week,  and 
for  no  longer  time.  The  police  hill 
was  introduced  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by.  the  folicitor  general,  but 
it  was  underftood,  that  Mr.  Macdo-o,, 
nald  was  not  its  author,  but  that  it 
had  been  put  into  his  hands  by  a 
gentleman,  who  had  taken  uncom¬ 
mon  pains,  and  had  confulted  fome 
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of  the  firft  perfons  in  Weftminfter- 
hall  on  this  important  fubjecL 

The  bill  however  was  not  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  obtain  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  a  body  of  men,  extremely 
watchful  over  and  tenacious  of  their 
privileges,  the  corporation  of  the 
city  of  London.  The  bill  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  houfe  on  the  twen¬ 
ty-third  of  June,  and  afterwards 
withdrawn  on  account  of  feme  in¬ 
formality  ;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth 
a  petition  was  prefented  from  the 
court  of  aldermen,  complaining  in 
high  terms  of  the  projected  meafure. 
Their  alarm  was  aptly  represented 
by  Mr.  Harriet,  one  of  their  body, 
to  be  equal  to  that  which  would 
have  been  excited,  if  a  torch  had 
been  put  and  a  general  conflagra¬ 
tion  begun  in  the  city  of  London. 
The  petition  hated,  that  the  bill, 
under  colour  of  correcting  abufes, 
overturned  the  forms  eflabiifbed  by 
the  wifdcnv  of  our  ancestors  for  the 
regular  adminift  ration  of  juft  ice  ; 
nod  effected  the  entire  fubverliori  of 
the  chartered  rights  of  the  greatefl 
city  in  the  World,  and  the  confjdtu- 
tional  liberties  or  above  a  million  of 
his  majefiy’s  fubjects.  It  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  treated  as  eftabli filing*  a 
fy  item  of  police  fo  new,  fo  arbi¬ 
trary  and.  fo  mifchievous,  that  no 
amendment  or  modification  could  or 
pught  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  the 
meafure. 

It  was  on  occafion  of  this  peti¬ 
tion  being  presented,  that  the  fy¬ 
item  of  police  underwent  the  moil 
coniiderable  ditcuffion.  Mr.  Mewn- 
Lam,  Mr.  .Ha-met,  and  Mr.  Main- 
waring,  declared  their  di  {'approba¬ 
tion  of  the  meafure,  though  the  laft 
of  them  was  willing  to  have-an  op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing  the  bill  in  its 
modified  hate.  Mr.  alderman 
Town  fend  entered  into  the  1  object 
at  coniiderable  length,  and  with 
much  information.  He  was  how¬ 


ever  firmly  of  opinion,  that  the 
laws  in  exiffence  were  fufficient  to 
remedy  the  evil  of  which  they  com¬ 
plained,  and  be  Teems  to  have 
conceived  that  nothing  more  would 
be  neceflary,  than  univerfally  or  ge¬ 
nerally  to  put  in  execution  every 
capital  fentence  that  was  pronounc¬ 
ed.  He  was  warm  in  his  cenfure  of 
the  perfons  with  whom  tKe  com- 
million  of  the  peace  for  Weft  mill¬ 
iter  was  too  frequently  filled  ;  and 
he  extended  his  inveCtive  to  the 
judges  upon  the  bench,  who  were 
too  often  known  to  ellablifh  it  as  a 
maxim  with  themfelves,  to  pardon 
almofl  every  fpecies  of  offender  con-? 
viCled  at  a  county  affizes,  before 
they  left  the  town.  Mr.  Townf¬ 
end  complained  with  bitternefs  of 
the  humanity  and  confideration  that 
was  extended  to  thieves,  in  the  pains 
that  had  been  taken  to  (elect  a 
wholefome  climate  to  which  to  tranfi- 
port  them,  while  no  compaffion  was 
felt  for  the  perfons  whom  they  rob-* 
bed  and  abufed,  He  fedulouiiy  eu- 
larged  upon  the  difgraceiul  fate  of 
the  police  of  the  city  of  London. 
He  knew  himielf  above  fix  hun¬ 
dred  perfons  in  that  city,  who  lived 
by  nothing  elfe,  and  whom  he  co.uld 
prove  to  be  thieves. 

Mr,  Macdonald  defended  the  bill 
he  had  introduced  to  the  houfe  with 
no  contemptible  zeal  and  ability. 
He  obferved,  that  the  objections 
that  had  been  darted,  originated  for 
the  mod:  part  in  a  cgmplete  igno¬ 
rance  Oi  the  language  and  the  ciauiea 
of  the  bill.  It  had  been  complain¬ 
ed,  that  the  intended  commiilioners 
of  the  police  were  re  rule  red  abfo- 
lute  and  paramount  over  the  corpo- 
ration.of  London.  But  the  bill  ex- 
p.  re  fly  provided,  that  no  warrant 
from  the  commiffioiiers  could  he  ex¬ 
ecuted  in  the  city,  unlefs  backed  by 
the  lord  rnavor,  or  one  of  the  alder- 
men,  and  when  executed,  the  per- 
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fon  apprehended  was  ordered  to  be 
carried  before  thofe  magiftrates. 
Mr.  Macdonald  argued  upon  the 
urgency  of  the  cafe.  He  enume¬ 
rated  a  lift  of  oblcure  retreats,  in 
the  city  of  London  whole  charac¬ 
ter  was  notorious,  and  the  deicrip- 
tion  of  which  to  the  native  of  any 
other  country  in  Europe  would  ap¬ 
pear  incredible.  His  attention'had 
been  fixed  upon  this  objecft  for  fe- 
veral  preceding*  months,  and  the 
number  of  atrocious  infiances  which 
had  fallen  under  his  observation, 
was  enormous.  He  affirmed,  from 
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Syfiem.  of  Intercaurfe  *iviib  Ireland . 
Amended  into  Twenty*  Debates . 
of  Lords.  Addrefi  of  both  Houfe 

'WW  H  E  fiibjeCI  of  the  greateft 
f  importance  that  came  before 
the  prefent  feffioft  of  parliament, 
and  by  which  this  epoch  will  be 
characterized  to  the  latefi  pollcrity, 
was  that  which  has  ulually  been 
denominated  the  Irifli  propofitions. 
This  fertile  and  generous  country, 
after  having  lain  for  centuries  un- 
der  the  fevereft  reftraints,  and  been 
regulated  bv  the  harfiieft  and  rnoft 
ignominious  policy,  at  length  e- 
merged  from  its  11  a  very  upon  the 
occalion  of  the  American  war.  The 
free  trade,  the  trade  to  the  colo¬ 
nies  and  illands  of  Britifli  America, 
their  independent  legillature,  and 
their  imperial  government,  will 
lone  remain  monuments  of  the  vir- 
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tuons  and  patriotic  ftruggles  of  the 
conclulion  of  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  The  names  of  a  Charle- 
mont,  a  Grattan  and  a  Flood,  what¬ 
ever  imputations  may  be  caft  upon 
them  by  their  contemporaries,  will 


the  moft  fatisfaiftory  information* 
that  there  was  at  this  time  a  grow¬ 
ing  crop  of  above  three  thoufand 
lads,  of  not  more  than  ten,  twelve 
and  thirteen  years  of  age,  wha 
wrere  employed  every  night  in  the 
moft  pernicious  practices,  and  who 
in  the  day  withdrew  themfelves  in¬ 
to  cellars,  barns,  and  the  hollow- 
trunks  of  trees.  The  improved  bill, 
in  confequence  of  the  vigorous,  op- 
pofition  of  the  city  of  London,  was 
never  laid  before  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons. 
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The  Eleven  Propofitions .  Modified-  and 
Progrefs  of  the  Syflem  in  the  Houfe 
■I.  Adjournment .  Prorogation • 

be  confecrated  among  the  favlours 
of  Ireland,  and  the  fathers  of  their 
country.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the 
prefent  volume  we  have  deferrbed 
efforts  of  the  moft  exalted  nature, 
and’  views  of  the  wifeft  policy  and 
the  nobleft  enthufiafm.  Though 
encountering  a  prefent  defeat  Rom 
caufes  we  have  endeavoured  to 
inveftigate,  they  are  fuch  as  to 
do  honour  to  any  climate  and  to 
any  age.  We  have  feen  the  in- 
terefting-  fpeCt'acle  of  a  country 
borne  down  by  adverfity  and  rack-- 
ed  with  mifery  and  hunger,  undis¬ 
mayed  by  thefe  circumftancea,  and 
extending  itfelf  at  once  to  the  re- 

o 

lief  of  its  diftrelfes,  and  the  placing 
its  liberties  upon  the  pureft  and 
moft  permanent  balls.  In  this  situa¬ 
tion  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they 
deferred  the  attention,  the  indul¬ 
gence  and  the  humanity  of  the  ad- 
mini  {Ration  by  whom  the  empire 
was  wielded.  If  thofe  protecting 
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duties,  which  their  lituation  and 
their  emergencies  pointed  out  to 
them  as  the  rnoft  immediate  reme¬ 
dy,  were  found  not  to  be  confident 
with  the  general  weal,  fome  fkilful 
and  judicious  lubftitution  was  to  be 
mgde  in  ita  place.  For  the  defeat 
of  the.  great  meafure  of  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform  no  boon  could  com- 
penfate.  '  ■ , 

Such  were  the  motives  which,  it 
Is.  apprehended,  the  friends  of  the 
exifling  government  might  aferibe 
to  their  condudt.  Others  lefs  ele¬ 
vated  and  honourable  might  be 
fuggeffed  by  their  enemies.  It 
might  be  faid,  that  in  the  prefent 
convullions  of  Ireland,  and  the 
ffruggles  that  were  making  for  per¬ 
fect  and  unbounded  liberty,  the 
crafty  itatefman  would  find  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  prefent  to  them  a  new,  an 
enigmatical  and  equivocal  object. 
The  tub  was  to  be  thrown  out  to 
employ  the  game  fome  omnipotence 
of  the  whale.  In  this  cafe  the  pro¬ 
portions  in  queftion  would  equally 
anfwer  their  purpofe,  whether  they 
fueceeded  or  whether  they  were  de¬ 
feated.  The  queftions  of  recipro¬ 
city  and  equal  duties,  of  the  in- 
.terefl  of  manufactures,  the  value 
of  capital  and  the  price  of  labour, 
of  what  might  be  the  furplus  of  an 
hereditary  revenue  and  by  whom 
it  .mould  be  applied,  of  commercial 
union,  of  foederal  union  and  of  po¬ 
litical  union,  of  the  balance  and 
interference  between  confUtution 
and  commerce,  were  now  eagerly 
bandied  about,  and  engrofled  the 
attention  of  all  men.  The  quef¬ 
tions  of  independence,  of  repre¬ 
sentative  purity  and  general  free¬ 
dom  were  forgotten. 

It  was  not  upon  either  of  the 
two  deferiptions  of  motives  we  have 
fuggedecl  that  Mr.  Pitt  laid  his  prin¬ 
cipal  lire fs  before  the  Englifh  lipple 
ot  commons.  He  principally  en¬ 


larged  upon  the,  compertfation  that 
was  made  and  the  boon  that  was  ac¬ 
quired.  O  ther  ftatefmen  had  given 
much  and  obtained  no  return.  It 
was  his  purpofe  to  give  little,  and 
obtain  a  benefit  which  was  at  pre¬ 
fent  beyond  the  power  of  calcu¬ 
lation. 

The  new  fyftem  of  intercourfe 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
was  firft  introduced  into  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  latter  kingdom  on  the 
feventh  of  February  by  Mr.  Orde, 
fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  in 
the  form  of  ten  propofitions. 
Thefe  propofitions,  by  a  fmall 
alteration,  and  a  diftribution  of 
the  fubjccl  of  one  of  them  into 
two  heads,  wrere  increafed  to 
eleven  ;  and  they  received  the 
afient  of  the  commons  of  Ireland 
on  the  twelfth,  and  of  the  houfe  of 
lords  in  that  kingdom  on  the  fix* 
teenth  of  Februarv.  The  fubjefit 
was  introduced,  and  regularly  open¬ 
ed  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  on  the  twenty-fecond  day 
of  that  month. 

Mr.  Pitt  prefaced  his  fpeech  by 
an  allufion  to  the  prejudices  that 
were  endeavoured  to  be  excited  a- 
gainffc  his  fyftcm,  previoufly  to  its 
having  been  fubmitted  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  legillaturc.  There 
was  not  a  man  in  that  houfe,  of 
whatever  party  or  defeription,  how¬ 
ever  attached  or  connected,  wTho 
would  not  agree,  that  the  fettling 
the  commercial  intercourfe  of  the 
two  countries  on  a  firm,  liberal  and 
permanent  pans,  by  which  an  end 
might  he  put  tojealoufi.es  and  cla¬ 
mour,  by  which  all  future  pretexts 
to  difeontent  might  be  removed, 
and  the  furefi:  foundations  might  be 
laid  of  future  .opulence  and  ener¬ 
gy,  was  one  of  the  grearefP  topics 
that  could  be  agitated  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  arid  one  of  the  moil  deli  ruble 
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objects  they  could  accomplifli.  It 
was  therefore  earneftly  to  be  de fir¬ 
ed  that  the  houfe  would  enter  into 
the  dilcuffion  of  the  fubjedt  with¬ 
out  prepofieffion  from  what  they 
might  have  heard,  and  without  giv¬ 
ing  ear  to  the  infinuations,  that  had 
been  fo  indultrioully  circulated 
through  the  metropolis,  and  diilri- 
buted  perhaps  to  every  corner  of 
the  country.  It  was  incident  to 
every  propofition,  that,  till  it  fliould 
be  fully  difplayed,  thofe,  who  might 
have  the  intereft  or  the  inclination 
to  raife  clamour,  by  partial  Hate- 
ments  of  it,  had  the  advantage  in 
the  conftidt  for  a  time.  But  when 
the  whole  could  be  fairly  elucidat¬ 
ed,  truth  would  always,  as  it  ought, 
prevail  over  mifreprefentation,  and 
the  delulion,  though  extennve, 
would  be  but  momentary.  Mr. 
Pitt  called  upon  the  houfe  for  the 
exertion  of  all  the  wifdom  and  fci- 
cnce  they  pofTeifed  on  this  import¬ 
ant  fubjedf  ;  and  he  allured  them, 
that  full  time  fliould  be  given  for 
the  difculiion,  and  every  fpecies  of 
information  readily  granted.  It 
was  of  the  yreateft  and  moll  deci- 
live  moment  to  both  kingdoms, 
lince  the  objedt  was  no  lels  than 
to  eftablifh  a  fyftem  that  fliould  be 
permanent  and  irrevocable. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved  upon  the 
fpecies  of  policy  that  had  been  ex- 
ercifed  by  government  in  regard  to 
Ireland,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
debar  her  from  the  enjoyment  and 
the  ufe  of  her  own  reihurces,  and 
to  make  her  completely  fubfervient 
to  the  interefts  and  opulence  of  this 
country.  She  had  not  been  buf¬ 
fered  to  lb  are  in  the:  bounties  of 
nature  or  the  induftry  of  her  citi¬ 
zens.  She  was  fliut  out  from  every 
fpecies  of  commerce  and  retrained 
from  fending  the  produce  of  her 
own  foil  ro  foreign  markets.  Some 
final  1  relaxation  of  this  fyftem  in¬ 


deed  had  taken  place  at  an  early 
period  of  the  prefent  century,  and 
lbrnewhat  more  had  fiegii  done  mi 
the  reign  of  king  GeorgffilR  But  It 
was  not  till  a  time  nearer  to tOtir 
own  day,  and  indeed  withimthe  Idfl 
feven  years  that  the  fyftem  had  been 
completely  reverfed.  Still  however, 
notwithftanding  all  that  had  been 
done  refpecling  the  foreign  com¬ 
merce  of  Ireland,  it  was  to  be  ob¬ 
ferved  that  we  had  left  the  inter¬ 
com*  fe  between  the  two  countries 
exactly  where  it  was.  That  houfe 
was  not  to  be  informed,  that  Ireland 
was  of  confequence  Hill  dillktis fl¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  in  the  metropolis  and 
elfewhere,  ideas  had  been  darted  of 
impoling  duties  on  our  produce  of 
manufactures,  under  the  name  of 
protecting  duties.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumdances,  in  order  to  difeover  the 
belt  means  of  uniting  the  two  coun  ¬ 
tries  by  the  firmed  and  mod  indifi 
foluble  bands,  minifters  had  dur¬ 
ing  the  recefs  employed  themfelvea 
in  inquiries,  by  which  they  might 
be  enabled  to  meet  parliament  with 
a  rational  and  well  founded  fyftem  : 
and  the  papers  now  hud  on 
their  table,  purporting  to  be  the  re* 
folutions  of  the  lords  and  commons 
of  Ireland,  were  the  refuit  of  their 
labours. 

Mr.  Pitt  divided  the  commercial 
arrangement  with  Ireland  into  two 
parts  ;  that  which  regarded  the  na¬ 
vigation  laws,  and  related  to  the 
importation  of  the  produce  of  our 
colonies  from  Ireland  into  this 
country  ;  and  that  which  related  to 
the  immediate  intercourfe  and  the 
mutual  exchange  of  our  refpectiye 
manufactures.  The  attention*  of 
the  houfe,  and  the  alarms  of  the 
people  were  likely  to  be  excited 'Ve- 
fpeding  the  firft  of  thefe,  and  ex ^ 
cited  under  names,  which  from  long 
habit  they  were  arc u Homed  to  ry- 
Terence.  Flow  far  in  the  mean 
2  '  ■  v  ■  'time 
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Time  this  new  meafure  would  depart 
from  the  fpirit  oi  the  laws  of  navi¬ 
gation  would  be  feen  from  a  fhort 
statement  of  the  faCt.  Goods,  the 
produce  of  Europe,  might  now  be 
imported  through  Ireland  into  Bri¬ 
tain  by  the  exprefs  authori  ty  of  the 
navigation  aCt.  The  new  propor¬ 
tion  applied  only  to  Africa  and 
America  ;  for  Aha  was  excluded, 
as  the  Eaft  India  company  had  the 
monopoly  of  the  trade  of  that  part  of 
the  world.  We  had  already  given 
to  Ireland  the  dire  ft  intercourse  to 
our  colonies  ;  and  little  there  was 
that  remained  to  be  done-  Ireland 
was  to  have  the  liberty  of  bringing 
to  Britain  circuitoufly,  what  hie 
had  herfelf  the  liberty  of  bringing 
directly.  The  enquiry  to  be  made 
was  whether  there  was  any  thing 
In  the  local  lituationof  the  ports  oi: 
Ireland,  which  could  enable  her  to 
make  this  circuitous  voyage  cheap¬ 
er,  than  we  could  make  the  dire  ft 
one.  There  was  ftill  another  cir- 
cumftance  that  demanded  their  at¬ 
tention.  Ireland  could  now  fend  a 
cargo  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  bring 
a  cargo  direCtly  from  thence  to  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  or  flic  could  invoice  a  part 
of  her  cargo  to  Britain,  and  a  part  to 
Ireland.  What  was  there  in  the 
trifiinp'  addition  to  thefe  immunities 

O 

made  by  the  propolitions,  that  could 
awaken  the  apprehenfions  of  a  fober 
merchant  or  a  found  politician  ? 

The  other  great  leading  principle 
In  the  meafure  before  the  lioilfe, 
was  the  equalizing  the  duties  on 
the  produce  and  manufactures  of 
both  countries.  The  refult  of  this 
3VIr.  Pit,t  undertook  to  explain. 
Prohibitory  duties  were  at  prefent 
impofed  in  Britain  cn  the  majority 
of  the  manufactures  of  Ireland  i 
linen  however  was  a  liberal  excep¬ 
tion,  On  the  contrary,  our  manu¬ 
factures  had  been  imported  into 
Ireland  at  low  duties.  A  queftion 


might  therefore  be  put  to  hifti| 
whether,  under  the  accumulation 
of  our  heavy  taxes  it  would  be  wife 
to  equalize  the  duties,  and  thus  to 
enable  a  country  free  from  thofe 
taxes  to  meet, and  to  overthrow  us  in 
their  own  market  and  in  ours  ?  Td 
this  it  might  be  anfwered,  that  it 
was  not  to  be  expeCted  that  Ire¬ 
land  with  an  independent  legiflaturC 
would  fuhmit  to  be  treated  with 
fubje&ion  and  inferiority  :  a  gene¬ 
rous  effort  was  to  be  made  by  this 
country,  and  we  were  to  chufe  be¬ 
tween  inevitable  alternatives.  But 
in  reality  was  it  much  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  that  a  country,  incapable 
of  fupplying  herfelf,  ftiould  prove 
formidable  to  us  in  a  foreign  mar¬ 


ket  ?  Our  manufactures  were  fo 
decidedly  fuperior  to  theirs  in  work- 
manfhip  and  lkill,  that  the  immuA 
nity  intended  to  be  granted  would 
be  productive  of  little  alteration; 
He  might  be  farther  urged  with 
the  low  price  of  labour.  But  it 
would  require  time  for  the  acqiri- 
fition  of  both  capital  and  lkill ;  and 
the  capital  could  not  increafe  with¬ 
out  the  demand  i  but  in  an  efta- 
blifhed  manufacture  improvement 
was  fo  rapid  as  to  bid  defiance  to 
rivalfhip.  Mr.  Pitt  added  to  this 
obfervation,  that  as  the  manufac¬ 
tures  and  commerce  of  Ireland  in* 
creafed,  the  difference  between  the 
price  of  labour  would  be  mediant- 
ly  diminifhing*  After  all  there 
might  be  fome  branches  of  manu¬ 
facture  in  which  Ireland  might  ri¬ 
val  and  perhaps  excel  England ;  but 
this  ought  not  to  give  us  pain.  We 
rauft  calculate  from  general  and 
nor  from  partial  views  ;  and  above 
all  we  ftiould  learn  not  to  regard 
Ireland  with  an  eye  of  jealoufy.  It 
required  little  philofophy  to  recon¬ 
cile  us  to  a  competition, which  would 
give  us  a  rich  cuftomer  inftead  of  a 
poor  one.  The  profperity  of  the 
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Filer  kingdom  would  be  a  frefh 
fpring  for  our  own  trade. 

But  the  new  privileges  that  were 
granted  to  Ireland  amounted  in  Mr. 
Pitt’s  idea,  to  only  half  the  buft- 
nefs  of  the  proposed  arrangement. 
The  articles  which  he  had  mention¬ 
ed  womd  certainly  defer ve  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  an  improvident  fu mender 
of  advantages  belonging  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  to  Britain,  had  no  compens¬ 
ation  been  made  on  the  part  of  Ire¬ 
land.  He  could  not  expect  at  the 
outlet  of  the  bufiriefs,  that  any  fpe- 
cific  fum  fhould  be  propofed  by  the 
Irifh  parliament,  towards  defraying 
the  expence  of  protecting  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  empire.  He  had  there¬ 
fore  thought  it  bell  for  this  country, 
that  a  folia  and  fubftantial  provi.on 
fhould  be  llipulated  in  her  favour, 
and-fuch  an  one  as  fhould  keep  pace 
withWthe  benehts  that  the  iyftem 
would  produce  to  the  Irifli.  Mr. 
Pitt  triumphantly  contrafted  in  this 
refpecf,  the  propolit  ons  he  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  houie,  with  the  mea- 
fures  that  had  been  adopted  upon  the 
fubjeCtby  his  predeceliors  in  office. 
In  the  late  alteration  of  fyflem,  we 
had  opened  the  way  of  Ireland  to 
all  foreign  markets  ;  and  in  doing 
this  we  had  conferred  no  favour, 
and  made  no  conceffion*  It  was  the 
natural  right  of  Irelmd,  and  the 
meafure  was  a  meafure  of  juilice, 
not  of.  grace.  But  we  had  gone 
farther  than  this  :  we  had  given 
them  a  direct  intercourfe  with  our 
colonies ;  with  thofe  colonies,  which 
we  had  acquired  by  our  treafure, 
and  which  we  maintained  by  our 
authority.  If  there  were  any  mif- 
chief  that  could  be  done  to  this 
country,  by  the  moll  unlimited 
trade  conceded  to  Ireland,  the  mif- 
chief  was  already  effected.  By  the 
inconfiflent  and  unfvftamatic  concef- 
iion,  that  had  been  made  four  years 
ago,  the  blow  was  Hr  uck.  Mr.  Pitt 
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did  not  blame  thofe  conceffions. 
They  were  liberal,  and  they  exhi¬ 
bited  a  fuitable  proof  of  our  friend- 
Blip.  But  we  had  been  inclined  to 
hide  our  iltuation  both  from  our- 
I  el  ves  and  others,  neither  examin¬ 
ing  the  extent  of  what  we  gave,  ndT' 
providing  for  the  general  interefts 
of  the  empire.  We  conceded  with-* 
out  reciprocity,  without  lecuring 
from  Ireland  any  return,  or  obtain¬ 
ing  any  proportionate  aid  towards 
the  maintenance  of  trade,  or  the 
protection  of  thofe  very  colonies* 
whofe  ports  were  thrown  open  to 
the  reception  of  her  merchants* 
Happy  would  it  be  for  Britain,  if* 
by  a  profitable  ufe  of  the  little  that 
was  left,  file  could  yet  fecure  the 
advantages,  which  might  have  been 
fo  much  more  certainly  procured 
at  the  period  to  which  he  alluded  1 
Mr.  Pitt  expatiated  on  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  he  reditary  revenue  of  Ire** 
land,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  of  all 
others  the  trueft  barometer  of  her 
profperity  and  commerce.  It  was 
prerty  much  like  the  hereditary  re¬ 
venue,  t;>a  had  been  annexed  tothe 
crown  in  this  country  till  the  ac« 
ceffion  of  the  prefent  king,  under 
the  denomination  of  civil  lift* 
It  was  left  to  the  fove reign  to  be 
difpoied  of,  at  his  diferetion,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public.  The 
hereditary  revenue  was  raifed  from 
fuch  objects  as  were  intimately 
connected  with  the  Iltuation  of 
commerce  ;  the  cuftoms,  the  im¬ 
port  duties,  the  inland  excife,  and 
the  hearth  duty.  The  revenue 
had  not,  Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged, 
for  many  years  back,  been  equal 
to  its  objeCt.  The  deficiencies  had 
been  made  up  by  new  taxes,  and 
it  did  not  at  prefent  conftitute  a- 
bove  half  of  the  entire  total.  Steps 
however,  he  under  flood,  were  to  bo 
taken  for  the  improvement  of  every 
part  of  the  Irifli  revenues «  By  the 
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prefeat  arrangement  it  womd  there¬ 
fore  be  found,  that  our  Strength 
would  grow  with  the  strength  of 
Irelands  Inbead  of  feeling  un- 
eafinefs  or  jealoufv  at  the  increase 
of  her  commerce,  we  fliould  have 
reafon  to  rejoice  at  the  addition 
that  would  accrue  to  the  common 
defence  of  the  empire.  Perhaps 
we  fliould  not  very  foon  experience 
much  abidance  from  this  revenue. 
But  if  little  fliould  be  given  to 
England,  it  would  be  becaufe  fome 
time  was  neeeffary  to  open  new 
channels  of  trade,  and  becaufe  lit¬ 
tle  bad  been  gained  by  Ireland. 
Mr.  Pitt  concluded  his  fpeech  with 
bringing  forward  a  general  refolu- 
tion,  declaring,  “  that  it  was  high¬ 
ly  important  to  the  general  interebs 
of  the  empire,  that  the  commercial 
intercourfe  between  Great  Brrtaiti 
and  Ireland  fliould  be  finally  ad- 
j'u fled  ;**  and  engaging,  “that  Ire¬ 
land  fliould  be  admitted  to  a  per¬ 
manent  and  irrevocable  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  commercial  advantages 
of  this  country,  when  her  parlia¬ 
ment  fliould  permanently  and  irre¬ 
vocably  fee u re  an  aid,  out  of  the 
furplus  of  the  hereditary  revenue 
of  that  kingdom,  towards  defraying 
the  expence  of  protecting  the  ge¬ 
neral  commerce  of  the  empire  in 
time  of  peace.”  Mr.  Pitt  was  not 
defirous  of  urging  parliament  to  a 
vote  upon  this  relblution  at  pre- 
fent,  and  was  willing  that  the 
fyflem  fliould  be  maturely  weigh¬ 
ed,  and  deliberately  adopted.  Be- 
fidfj  the  condition,  that  was  required 
on  the  part  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  he  did  not  conceivfe  to  be 
bated  with  fufficierU  precifion  in 
Me*  Orde’s  refolmion?.  It  was 
With  him  a  fine  qua  non,  and  he 
would  not  call  upon  the  houfe  to 
pledge  itfelf  to  any  thing  upon  the 
fhbjecf,  till  the  mob  perfect  .intelli¬ 
gence  was  ellabliilied,  as  to.  what 
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Was  to  be  given  and  what  was-tb'- 
be  received. 

There  are  few  things  more  de¬ 
ferring  the  attention  of  an  impar¬ 
tial  obferver,  than  what  we  have 
found  denominated  by  Mr.  Pitt 
on  a  late  occalion,  “  the  fpirit  of 
commerce.”  The  man,  who,  in 
yielding  his  attention  either  to  hif~ 
tory  or  politics,  fhall  decide  upon 
any  great  meafure  of  bate  from 
the  reprefentations  of  individuals, 
interebed  in  feme  province  of  the 
operation  of  that  meafure,  will  of¬ 
ten  be  deluded  into  views,  in  the 
lab  degree  narrow,  limited,  and 
partial.  If  we  find  this  occurring 
upon  every  trivial  occalion,  if  we 
are  compelled  to  confefs  that  taxes, 
the  mob  wifely  chofen,  and  origin¬ 
ating  in  prudent  boldnefs,  and  in 
the  moll  elevated  views,  have  of¬ 
ten  excited  the  clamour  and  oblo¬ 
quy  of  vab  multitudes  of  men, 
how  much  more  is  this  to  be  expeCted. 
in  a  cafe  like  that  of  the  Irifh  pr©- 
pofitions.  Here  the  commerce  of 
ages  was  to  be  turned  into  different 
channels.  The  laws  of  nature, 
and  the  pillars  of  the  creation  were 
to  change  their  lite  in  reference 
to  each  other.  Ail  ifland,  (if  we 
may  be  allowed  an  apt  and  linking 
metaphor)  not  lels  richly  endowed 
in  the  firb  inbance  than  that  of 
G  reat  Britain,  was  to  join  its  fhores 
to  the  feat  of  empire  ;  and  a  vab 
branch  of  the  lea  was  to  be  thrub 
from  its  place  and  annihilated. 

I  he  confequencesof  fuch  a  meafure, 
whether  precipitate  or  wife,  nornan 
could  predied.  A  convullion  of  the 
globe  is  feldom  unattended  with 
partial  calamity.  Befide  thole  events 
which  were  really  to  happen,  a 
thou  land  others  would  be  glimpfed 
in  the  wild  excurlions  of  fancy. 
And  what  is  of  more  importance 
than  ail  the  reb,  a  revolution 
like  this  demanded  a  maber-hand. 

It 
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It  was  too  facred  an-ob:eCf  to  be  at* 
tempted  by  the  experiments  of  ad¬ 
venture,  by  the  cabals  of  intrigue, 
find  the  little  and  fhortiighted  views 
of  a  fadfion,  flruggling  to  maintain 
and  prolong  its  iuperiority. 

That  very  magnitude,  which  we 
have  afcribed  to  the  propofed 
fyllem  of  commercial  intereourle 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
was  probably  the  reafon  why  it  p- 
peared  to  be  received  in  this  coun¬ 
try  with  tranquility  and  acquies¬ 
cence.  The  complication  of  the 
objedb  it  embraced,  infpired  a  dif* 
fident  and  becoming  pauie  into  the 
minds  of  men,  unhabituated  to 
views  of  lo  vaft  compreheniion. 
Three  weeks,  from  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  february  to  near  the 
middle  of  March,  elapfed,  without 
almoil  a  lingle  petition  having  been 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  again!!  the  fyllem 
which  had  been  opened  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  Ad- 
miniftration  naturally  triumphed 
la  that  filence,  more  lingular  in 
reality  than  to  them  it  feems'to 
have  appeared,  and  complained 
with  considerable  acrimony  of  the 
delays  that  were  eagerly  called  for 
by  the  leaders  of  oppolition.  The 
buiinefs,  according  to  the  forms  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  was  origin* 
ally  opened  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houle,  and  the  committee 
was  adjourned  for  one  week,  at 
which  time  it  was  intended  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  they  fhould  lit  again  in 
order  to  receive  fuch  papers  and 
information  as  it  might  be  proper  to 
lay  before  them.  On  the  eighth  of 
Match,  fourteen  days  from  the  dif- 
clofure  of  the  ly item,  it  was  intended 
by  adminiilration  to  bring  the  houfe 
to  a  vote  upon  the  general  propor¬ 
tion.  The  moil  important  paper  that 
was  brought  forward  to  affift  the 
diiquifitions  of  parliament,  was  the 
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report  upon  this  febjeCt  of  the 
lords  of  the  committee  of  council* 
appointed  for  the  conlideration  of 
all  matters  relative  to  tra  e  ami 
foreign  plantations.  This  com* 
mlttee  had  been  originally  a  point¬ 
ed  on  the  fifth  day  of  vj arch  784, 
and  confided  of  lord  Sydney,  who 
prefided,  the  iirft  lord  of  t tie  ad* 
miralty,  the  pay  made rs  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and 
fourteen  other  members  of  the  pri¬ 
vy  council.  Mr.  Charles  jenkin* 
fon  was  con'idered  as  being  the 
moft  aCtive  member,  and  the  real 
leader  of  this  board  The  quef- 
tions  referred  to  their  conlideration, 
related  entirely  to  the  latter  of  the 
two  head  ,  into  which  Mr.  Pitt  had, 
diftributed  the  benefits  conceded  to 
Ireland,  and  chiefly  concerned  the 
propriety  of  reducing  the  duties 
payable  in  this  country  upon  the 
importation  of  goods,  the  growth 
and  manufacture  of  Ireland. 

On  the  day  up  n  which  the  bu* 
finefs  was  originally  opened  to  the 
houfe,  Mr.  Dempfter  took  occafion 
to  obferve,  that  to  whatever  par¬ 
ticular  objections  the  fyilem  might 
feein  expofed,  there  was  at  prelent 
every  reafon  to  approve  it  in  the 
general.  The  lifter  kingdom  had 
for  fome  time  paft  been  overfpread 
with  jc.  mi  lies  and  difeontents* 
and  divided  into  parties  delegates 
controlling  parliament,  and  par¬ 
liament  controlling  delegates.  If 
the  particular  circ  11  mftances  of  the 
times  had  induced  this  country  to 
grant  fome  what  more  than  might 
appear  neceflary  in  the  eyes  of 
fome,  he  fcarcely  felt  himfclf  fa* 
tisfied  even  with  this,  when  he 
contemplated  the  fad  effects  with 
which  a  contrary  fyllem  had  been 
attended  in  our  conduct  to  Ameri¬ 
ca.  Objections  of  nearly  a  fimilar 
nature  had  been  made  refpectmg 
the  cheapuefs  of  labour  in  Scotland 
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at  the  time  of  the  union,  and  yet 
fince  that  time  Scotland  had  not 
grown  richer,  and  England  had 
not  grown  poorer.  Mr.  Dempfter 
treated  the  jealoufi.es  of  this  coun¬ 
try  refpebting  Ireland  as  violent, 
unfounded  and  abfurd.  If  how¬ 
ever  it  were  otherwise,  if  that  coun¬ 
try  gained  and  this  loft  fome- 
what  by  the  exchange,  this  ftiould 
only  make  us  the  more  vigorous 
and  n n remitted  in  our  exertions  to 
free  Great  Britain  from  her  era- 
barraftinents.  We  ftiould  aim  at 
equality,  not  by  pulling  down 
Ireland  to  our  ftandard,  but  by 
endeavouring  to  raife  ourfelves  to 
the  uninvolved  condition  of  that 
country.  Lord  North  was  anxious 
to  defend  himfelf  from  the  impu¬ 
tations  that  had  been  thrown  on 
him  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Pie  laid,  that 
in  the  conceffions  he  had  made  the 
commercial  intcrefts  of  this  country 
were  preferved  whole  and  entire  ; 
theBritifh  merchant  and  the  Britifh 
man ufaclurer  were  uninjured.  'The 
boon  was  not  ralhly  given,  nor  be¬ 
llowed  without  a  return.  Ireland 
was  indulged  with  a  right  of  im¬ 
portation  upon  equal  terms,  and 
for  that  right  fhe  was  confined  to 
import  the  rum  dnd  the  fugar  of 
the  Britifli  Weft  Indies.  Lord 

North  treated  the  p  re  Cent  fyftem 
as  of  a  different  nature.  The 

trade,  the  man u failures  and  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  were 
by  this  meafure  thrown  at  the  feet 
of  Ireland.  He  blamed  Mr.  Pitt 
for  having  opened  his  propofttions 
in  Ireland,  before  they  were  lub- 
mitted  to  parliament  .  at  home. 
Whenever  a  bargain  was  to  be , 
ftp'ck,  and  large  conceffions  were 
to  be  made,  on  one  fide,  and  very 
{lender  ones  on  the  other,  he  ftiould 
have  imagined  that  the  nature  of 
the  barmen  ought  to  have  fir  ft  been 
told  to  the  party  who  had  moft  { 0 


concede,  Mr.  Fox  enlarged  upon 
this  idea.  He  obferved,  that,  as  the 
buftnefs  had  been  managed,  there 
might,  and  indeed  there  would  be 
mifehief  arife,  if  the  houfe  did  not 
agree  to  the  propofttions.  And 
yet  mifehievous  as  he  was  free  to 
acknowledge  it  would  be,  he  for 
one  was  -afraid  that  he  ftiould  not 
be  able  to  give  them  his  confent. 
Invert  the  order  of  the  proceeding*, 
and  the  houfe  might  fee  how  the 
matter  would  have  food.  Had  the 
buftnefs  originated  in  that  aftem- 
bly,  and  propofttions  been  adopted 
as  the  bafts  of  a  fyftem  of  inter- 
courfe  with  Ireland,  if  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  had  refilled  its 
concurrence,  they  would  have  on¬ 
ly  been  where  they  had  fet  out. 
Mr.  Fox  afterted,  that  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  fpeech 
had  been  little  elfe  than  an  anfwei* 
to  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Qrde  in  the 
Lifti  houfe  of  commons.  In  Ire¬ 
land  the  propohtions  had  been 
ftated  as  highly  advantageous  to 
that  country,  as  putting  it  upon 
the  fame  footing  with  Great  Bri- 
tam,  and  rendering  it  an  emporium 
of  trade,  and  the  fource  and  fup- 
ply  of  the  Britifli  markets.  In 
England,  and  in  that  houfe, 
they  were  told  that  the  fyftem  was 
eligible-,  becaufe  it  gave  Ireland 
nothing  but  what  it  had  before  ; 
becaufe  Ireland  could  not  rival 
them  ;  becaufe  (lie  was  poor  and 
feeble,  and  would  always  remain 
fo.  He  mu  ft,  however,  do  Mr. 
Orde  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  he 
thought  he  had  defended  the  pro¬ 
pofttions,  and  argued  upon  them 
infinitely  better  than  the  Britifli 
minifter. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of 
privy  council  underwent  a  conft- 
derable  degree  of  animadversion  in 
the  prog-refs  of  this  buftnefs.  The 
ftrft  thing  Mr.  Fox  obferved  that 

had 
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had  Struck  him  was,  that  the  in¬ 
quiries  of  the  committee  had  been 
exp  refs  ly  retrained  from  extending 
to  every  part  of  the  fyftem.  The 
qugilion  which  had  been  entirely 
overlooked  by  them,  had  always 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  primary 
consideration  ;  he  meant  the  pro¬ 
priety  and  policy  of  permitting  the 
produce  of  Africa  and  America  to 
be  brought  into  Great  Britain 
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through  Ireland.  By  this  meal'll  re 
we  threw  down  the  whole  fabric 
of  our  navigation  laws,  or  commit* 
ted  its  prefervation  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  another  country.  It  was 
in  vain  that  we  provided  a  thou- 
fand  new  methods  for  the  fuppreft 
lion  of  illicit  trade.  It  was  in  vain 
that  we  had  recourfe  to  odious 
commutations,  if  we  opened  a 
wide  and  capacious  harbour  for  the 
managers  of  that  trade  in  the  king- 
dom  of  Ireland.  Even  with  re* 
gard  to  the  great  article  of  tea,  the 
period  was  not  very  diftant  when 
the  Englilh  company’s  charter 
would  expire  ;  and  under  tl)e  re- 
folutions  their  certainly  remained 
no  power  in  this  country  to  re¬ 
new  .  it  with  thp  fame,  or  indeed 
any  exclulive  privileges.  Mr. 
Fox  obferved,  that  the  declarations 
of  the  merchants  and  manufactu¬ 
rers,  who  had  been  examined  by 
the  lords  of  council,  at  their  pub¬ 
lic  meetings,  convened  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  considering  the 
Irifh  propofitions*  were  diredtly  in 
contradiction  to  the  inferences 
drawn  from  their  examination  in 
the  report  upon  the  table.  In  this 
circumflance  it  was  indifpenfibly 
neceSTary  for  that  houfe  to  call  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  to 
their  bar,  and  to  hear  from  them 
in  the  moft  explicit  manner  their 
real  fentiments.  Mr.  Fox  loudly 
cenfured  what  he  Styled  the  unac¬ 
countable  precipitancy  with  which 


the  buSinefs  Was  urged  by  adminif- 
t  rat  ton.  Not  only  the  manufac¬ 
tures,  but  the  revenues  and  the  po¬ 
litical  exigence  of  Britain  were  in¬ 
volved  in  the  difcuflion.  The 
mod  cautious,  laborious,  and  inde¬ 
fatigable  enquiries  ought  to  pre¬ 
cede  their  final  determination.  If 
the  lords  of  the  committee  of  coun¬ 
cil,  whofe  judgment  amounted 
merely  to  an  opinion,  neither  oper¬ 
ative  nor  binding,  expreSTed  a  wifh 
that  they  had  been  given  farther 
time  for  their  investigation,  and  to 
have  obtained  a  greater  degree  of 
intelligence  and  information,  how 
much  more  neceSTary  was  it  for 
that  houfe,  who  were  to  adt,  and 
not  to  date  matters  of  op  nion,  to 
be  fully  informed  before  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  vote  a  definitive  rel'olu- 
lution  ?  Let  gentlemen  confider 
the  'difagreeable  and  even,  melan¬ 
choly  confequences  that  mu  ft  en- 
fue,  it  they  precipitately  voted  the 
general  proposition,  and  Should 
afterwards  have  applications  made 
to  them  in  objection  to  the  other 
nine.  In  that  cafe,  what  wou  id 
Ireland  feel,  and  of  what  would 
Slie  have  to  complain,  but  a  depar¬ 
ture  from  an  implied  agreement, 
and  a  grofs  breach  of  national 
faith.  Mr,  Fox  farther  adverted 
to  a  circumftance  Stated  by  Mr. 
Pitt  in  the  opening  of  the  buSinefs. 
He  had  objected  to  the  coming  to 
an  explicit  vote  before  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  had  engaged  it  Self 
for  that  return,  which  he  boa  Sled  of 
as  constituting  the  peculiarity  of 
his  fyftem.  Did  that  houfe  know, 
as  a  houfe  of  parliament,  that  Ire¬ 
land  had  come  to  its  ultimatum  ? 
The  very,  difgrace,  therefore,  that 
Mr,  Pitt  represented  as  the  thing 
moft  to  be  avoided,  the  houfe  would 
incur  if  they  came  to  a  vote  in  their 
prefent  Situation. 

Mr.  jenkinjbu  defended  the  re- 
K  3  port 
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port  from  the  animadveriions  gf 
Mr.  Fox.  Fie  laid,  that  the  conV 
mittee  had  in  tne  fir  ft  place  taken 
care  to  have  it  bonified  in  all  the 
manufacturing*  towns  in  the  king- 
dom,  that  they  were  utfing  for  the 
purpofe  of  receiving  any  informa- 
tion  that  the  manufacturers  wi  tiled 
to  give,  reipeCting  the  propofed 
arrangement  of  a  fyftem  of  mter- 
courfe  with  Ireland.  He  was  a 
little  furprifed  at  what  Mr.  Fox 
had  after  ted  reflecting  the  various 
language  than  had  been  held  by  the 
eviuei  ce.  They  had  given  their 
anfwers  fo  readily  and  clearly,  that 
lie  could  not  think  they  would  at 
another  time  and  in  another  place 
contradict  thofe  anfwers.  Mr. 
Pitt  remarked  upon  the  inconfiftent 
language  of  opposition.  They  had 
|n  the  firft  place  rep  re  fen  ted  it  as 
a  high  diigrace  to  the  parliament 
of  l  Teat  Britain,  that  the  buhnefs 
fhould  firft  have  be.en  brought  for 
ward  in  the  filter  country ;  and 
now  they  objected  to  the  houfe 
com  ingto  a  final  refolution,  becaufe 
Ireland  had  not  explicitly  given  in 
her  ultimatum  in  the  buftnefs. 
I  ev  the  houfe,  let  the  public  mark 
t  (I range  inconlilfency,  t.  is  vio¬ 
lence  oi  contradiction,  and  let 
them  decide  what  degree  of  weight 
ought  to  be  attributed  to  any  argu¬ 
ments  that  proceeded  from  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  lo  little  fteadinefs,  and  fo 
littl  authority.  Mr.  hitt  admit¬ 
ted  that  the  general  proportion 
ir vowed  and  implicated  t.  e  re¬ 
maining  nine,  as  to  their  fubftance 
and  Ipint,  though  it  did  not  bind 
down  the  home  to  the  words  and 
the  subordinate  claiifes.  For  him- 
feb  he  imagined  it  would  readily 
be  perceived,  that  he  had  not  been 
governed  in  his  conduct  by  the 
report  of  the  committee,  which 
had  fucceeded  his  determination. 
It  would  however  be  enaleis  to  lay 
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before  the  houfe  thp  different  re- 
fearches,  to  which  he  and  thoie  in 
office  mho  had  aflifted  him,  had  at 
different  times  had  recourfe  It 
was  fufficient  to  fay  that  there  was 
no  light  that  could  be  obtained 
upon  the  fuhjecd,  that  he  was  de- 
firous  to  withhold  from  the  houfe f 
Mr,  Pitt,  however,  objected  in 
ftrong  terms  to  the  calling*  to  the 
bar  the  fame  evidence  that  had  air 
ready  been  examined  by  the- com¬ 
mittee  of  council,  ouch  a  ftep 
was  absolutely  unneceftary,  as  the 
whole  appeared  upon  the  face  of 
the  report  with  the  utmoft  clear? 
nefs,  credibility7  and  precifton® 
Difpofed  as  he  was  to  affift  the 
enquiries  of  the  houfe,  he  well 
knew  that  it  was  perfectly  unne-  * 
ceffiary  to  invite  witneffies  to  their 
bar.  Exclufive  of  the  natural 
jealoufy  of  trade,  which  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  a  means  of  impelling  into 
public  thofe  who  feared  any  in¬ 
jury,  there  was  another  kind  of 
jealoufy  which  in  the  prefent  cafe 
had  looked  for  men  and  bodies  of 
men,  in  order  to  fend  them  to  the 
houfe  fufficiently  prepared  and 
prompted  with  clamours  and  com¬ 
plaints,  If  Mr.  Fdx  had  thought 
this  oral  evidence  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  why  had  he  not  applied  to 
have  it  received  three  weeks  ago  ? 
But  he  had  hoped  before  this  time, 
that  he  and  his  friends  would  have 
fufficiently  embarralfed  the  mea- 
fure,  by  cauling  the  table  to  be  co¬ 
vered  with  petitions,  apd  the  bar 
to  be  crouded  with  witneffies.  Dtf- 
appointed  in  this  expectation,  he 
had  now  no  other  refource  left 
than  by  a  fuggeftion,  which  in  ef¬ 
fect  was  the  lame  as  if  he  had  mo¬ 
ved  in  plain  and  direct  terms,  that 
the  confederation  of  the  queftion 
lliould  be  pofrponed  to  that  day 
three  months,”  and  thus  a  plan  be 
deferred  for  the  prefent  year,  which 
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t’he  mutual  intereds  of  the  two 
kingdoms  demanded,  and  the  pe¬ 
culiar  iituation  of  the  empire  made 
incompatible  with  delay.  Lord 
North  and  Mr.  Sheridan  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  laid 
refpeding  the  date  of  the  report  of 
the  committee.  They  obferved, 
that  this  paper  had  been  compiled 
for  no  other  purpole  than  to  juflify 
a  meafure  already  determined,  and 
they  put  it  to  the  houfe,  whether 
it  was  poilible  that  in  this  Iituation, 
the  report  diould  be  regarded  as 
fair,  impartial  and  authentic.  A 
conliderable  degree  of  altercation 
took  place  between  Mr.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Pitt,  relpeding  the  degree  in 
which  the  houfe  would  bind  itfelf 
by  coming  to  a  vote  on  the  general 
refolution.  Mr.  Pitt  contended 
that  it  would  reach  to  the  general 
fpirit  and  fubdance  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  not  to  the  particular  claufes. 
Mr.Fox  appeared  inclined  to  regard 
it  as  extending  to  the  minute  pro- 
vilions  and  the  very  words  of  each 
individual  propolition. 

A  petition  was  prefented  on  the 
third  of  March  from  the  merchants 
of  Liverpool,  and  a  lecond  on  the 
eio-hth  from  the  members  of  the 
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chamber  of  commerce  of  the  town 
of  Pailley,  and  the  city  of  Glaf- 
gow.  But  neither  of  thele  peti¬ 
tions  demanded  a  hearing  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioners.  On  the  ele¬ 
venth  a  petition,  inclulive  of  the 
requeft  we  have  mentioned,  was 
prefented  from  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers  of  Manchefer,  and 
on  the  fourteenth  another  by  Mr. 
Stanley,  member  for  Lancafhire, 
from  the  manufacturers  and  printers 
of  callico  in  that  county,  praying 
to  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  coun- 
fel.  This  was  the  firft  fymptom  of 
delay  in  the  bufinefs,  the  firft  dep 
ofthofe  numerous  ones  which  lpee- 
dily  followed,  and  which  procrafti- 
xiated  the  commercial  fyftem  beyond 
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all  calculation,  and  rendered  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  extend  for  this  purpofe 
the  duration  of  the  ledion  of  par¬ 
liament.  The  miniders  had  pro- 
feded,  fi  'em  the  outfet  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  a  defire  of  affording  the  houfe 
every  information  in  their  power ; 
and  had  it  been  otherwife,  it  would 
have  been  found  impodible,  in  a 
bufinefs  of  fo  extreme  magnitude, 
to  refufe  a  hearing  to  thefe  com¬ 
mercial  bodies,  who  lliould  prefent 
themfelves  at  their  bar. 

The  refolutions,  which  had  been 
pafied  in  the  Iriffi  parliament,  and 
which  formed  thebafis  of  the  fydem 
that  had  been  opened  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
of  courfe  underwent  a  fevere  fertw 
tiny  from  the  leaders  of  oppoiition. 
Were  we  to  enter  minutely  in  this 
place  into  the  various  objections 
that  were  darted,  we  diould  of 
courfe  be  led  into  a  repetition  of  the 
arguments  that  occurred,  when  the 
bufinefs  came  on  more  lolemnly  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  and  encountered 
more  warm  and  animated  debates. 
It  will  eaiily  be  perceived  that  the 
reciprocity  that  was  propofed,  how¬ 
ever  iimple  and  perfpicuous  it  might 
be  in  its  outline,  was  not  capable  of 
being  applied  in  every  indance, 
without  much  complication  and  re¬ 
finement.  The  fituations  of  the 
two  countries  were  fo  extremely  op¬ 
posite,  .the  poverty  and  cheapnels 
of  the  one  had  fo  little  affinity  with 
the  great  opulence  and  the  large 
duties  of  the  other,  that  It  was  no 
eafy  matter  to  bring  them  to  an  ac¬ 
curate  balance.  The  general  prin¬ 
ciple  that  was  eftabliihed,  was  that 
of  u  reducing  the  duties  on  impor¬ 
tation,  in  the  kingdom  where  they 
were  the  higheft,  to  the  amount  pay¬ 
able  in  the  other.5’  It  was  farther 
provided,  u  that  the  internal  duties 
on  the  manufactures  of  either  king¬ 
dom  fhould  be  countervailed  by  du¬ 
ties  on  the  importation”  of  fimilar 
Hiinufafitufes  from  the  other.  This 
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lall  provifion  was  feleffied  for  the 
obieft  of  the  moil  pertinacious  at¬ 
tack  On  the  fourteenth  of  March 
it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Eden,  that 
the  commiffidners  of  credo  ms  and 
the  commiffioners  of  excite,  fliouid 
attend  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  Up¬ 
on  this  occahon  he  obferved,  that 
iince  the  fir’  introduction  of  the 
proportions  he  had  paid  them  the 
ilricfed  attention,  and  there  was  not 
one  ot  them  that  did  not  day  after 
day  fuggefb  new  difficulties  to  his 
mind.  The  propolition  refecting 
the  countervailing  duties,  in  p  rt'i- 
cular,  was  a  propolition  extremely 
prolific  of  doubt  and  alarm.  To 
carry  it  into  execution  would,  in 
■his  opinion,  lead  into  fo  int  icate  a 
det.il  of  particulars,  as  would  ne¬ 
wer  admit  or  order  or  precife  regu¬ 
lation.  There  were  betide  many 
collateral  advantages  po  defied  by 
Ireland,  on  the  bare  article  of  im¬ 
portation,  Which  would  not  come 
within  any  arrangement.  In  the 
prefent  -ft ate  of  this  country,  it  was 
a  matter  of  no  final!  magnitude  to 
remit  certain  revenues,  which  our 
excife  duties  produced,  for  the  un¬ 
certain’ and  precarious  ones  of  im¬ 
port  duties.  There  were  fix  arti¬ 
cles,  tobacco,  foap,  fugar,  glafs, 
fait  and  leather,  on  which  the  ex¬ 
cife  amounted  in  this  country  to  a 
million  and  a  half  annually ;  with 
all  of  Which  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  Ireland  to  fupply  us.  It 
therefore  deferved  the  conlideratjon 
of  parliament,  whether,  exclufi  ely 
of  all -other 'objections,  it  would  be 
prudent  to  rifque  fo  important  a 
part  of  our  revenue,  on  which  our 
very  exigence  depended,  for  the 
problematical  return  of  the  coun¬ 
tervailing  duties.  The  motion  of 
Mr.  Eden  palled  in  the  affirmative. 

The  petitions  preferred  againft 
the  Jrifh  propoiitions  amounted  in 
hlfe  whole  to  upwards  of  fiJTty. 


They  were  fent  up  to  parliament 
from  almofl  every  quarter  of  the 
kingdom,  and  there  was  fcarcely  a 
Engle  fpecies  of  manufacture  or 
merehandife,  upon  the  fubjeCt  of 
which  the  perfons  peculiarly  inter- 
efeed  did  not  appear  to  have  con¬ 
ceived  confiderable  alarm.  From 
the  hxteenth  of  March  to  the  twelfth 
da  .  ot  May,  the  houle  nf  commons 
were  almoft  incdlantiy  employed  in 
the  hearing  of  council,  and  the  ex- 
animation  of  wi inches.  Affirming 
con  trail:  is  prefented  to  us  between 
the  evidence  collected,  and  the  con- 
clufions  drawn,  in  the  report  ot  the 
committee  of  council,  and  the.  evi¬ 
dence  that  was  given  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe.  This  may  appear  the 
more  lingular,  as  many  ot  the  per¬ 
fons  examined  were  precitely  the 
fame  individuals  in  both  cafes.  We 
may  perhaps  partly  account  for  the 
circumirance,  if  we  conn  er,  that  in 
the  fir  it  cafe  the  queftions  were  pre¬ 
pared  by '  the  reporters,  and  they 
mult  be  affirmed,'  whatever  impar¬ 
tiality  or  rectitude  we  may  chine  to 
aferibe  to  them,  to  have  had  a  pre- 
feribed  object  in  view,  and  a  fpecific 
fyftem  to  vindicate.  In  the  other 
cafe  the  witriefles  prefented  t’hem- 
felves  at  the  bar  of  a  mixed  a  trem¬ 
bly .  T  hey  were  examined  by  per- 
fons  of  various  deferiptions  ;  fome 
who  conhdered  t'-emfelves as  pledg¬ 
ed  for  the  fupport  of  the  propofed 
fyftem,  fome  who  warmly  intereil- 
ed  themfel'ves  in  its  overthrow  and 
annihilation,'  and  a  ‘few,  who,  un- 
warped  by  any  previous  fentiments, 
were  defirous  to  deduce  their  opi¬ 
nion  from  the  refult  of  the  whole. 
The  perfons  examined  were  un- 
qiieftionablv  many  of  them,  not  more 
relpeCtable  for  their  opulence,  than 
venerable  for  their  integrity.  The 
names  ot  feveral  acquired  fo  much 
celebrity  in  the  prog  refs  of  thebu- 
i'meis,  that  it  might  be  thought  an 

omilfiun 


/ 


IOUEIGN  HISTORY. 


omiflion  in  fuch  a  publication  as 
ours,  were  we  to  fail  to  enumerate 
the  names  of  a  Mr.  Wedgwood  of 
Staffordfhire,  meffieurs  Walker, 
Richardfon  and  Peele  of  Manchef- 
ter,  Mr.  Robertlbn  of  Glalgow, 
and  Mr.  Gibbons  of  Briftol. 

On  ihe  twebth  of  May,  it  was 
thought  proper  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  wind 
up  the  bu line's  and  to  bring  the 
general  refolution  to  an  ultimate 
decilion.  It  then  appeared  that  the 
pertinacity  of  oppotition,  and  ffi  1 
more  the  evidence  and  complaints 
of  the  merchants  and  manufactur¬ 
ers,  had  not  been  e  .tirely  ineffectual 
and  nugatory.  Mr.  Pitt  introduc¬ 
ed  what  he  had  to  offer  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  his  prefent  plan  was  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  neceffary  fup- 
plement  tothofe,  which  had  former¬ 
ly  been  adopted  for  the  purpofe  of 
creating  fuch  a  mutual  intereft,  as 
fhould  for  ever  preferve  inviolate 
and  fecure  the  connection  between 
the  two  countries.  If  the  Britifh 
parliament  were  not  to  adopt  a  mea- 
fure  limilar  to  that  which  he  fug- 
gefted,  all  that  had  hitherto  been 
done  was  abfolutely  nu  atory  and 
ufflefs.  The  advantages  which  by 
preceding  ads  had  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Irifh,  were  fuch  as  they 
were  unable  to  improve,  at  leatl  in 
the  degree  to  which  it  was  the  a- 
vowed  intention  of  parliament  that 
they  fhould  improve  them.  Would 
the  people  then,  and  the  legiflature 
of  England  condefcend  to  affume  a 
credit  for  what  they  had  never  be¬ 
llowed,  and  lay  claim  to  the  grati¬ 
tude  and  love  of  a  nation  to  whom 
they  had  made  no  conceffions,  but 
fuch  as  ir  was  impoffible  to  avail 
herfelf  of  ?  The  principle  of  the 
treaty  Mr.  Pitt  abler ved  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  liril  refolution,  and 
though  there  were  feveral  fuble- 
quent  refolutions  to  folloiy  it,  yet 
they  were  but  the  detail  and  for- 
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reality  of  its  application.  Vari¬ 
ations  therefore,  which  it  might 
be  found  neceffary' ho  ad  ,pt  in  thofe, 
would  not  change  the  principle  or 
vary  the  fpirit  of  the  propofed  fyf- 
tern  ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  defirous 
of  meeting  the  objections  aM  re- 
m  ving  the  apprehenfions  of  thofe 
persons,  who  were  materially  in- 
terefled  in  the  operation  of  the  lyf- 
tem.  With  refpecft  to  the  fir  ft  part, 
which  related  to  the  circuitous 
trade  by  which-  the  produce  of 
the  Weil  Indies  might  be  brought 
through  Ireland  to  Great  Britain, 
it  had  been  luggefted,  that  there 
would  be  much  danger  that  fugar 
and  other  goods,  the  growth  of 
illands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  not  be¬ 
longing  to  this  country,  might  be 
imported  to  England  as  Britifh.  To 
meet  this  objection,  Mr.  Pitt  pro¬ 
pofed  in  the  firtl  place,  to  introduce 
a. refolution,  by  which  all  the  na¬ 
vigation  laws  in  force  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  or  which  it  fhould  hereafter 
be  found  neceffary  to  ena£l  for  the 
preservation  of  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain,  fbould  be  in  force  in  Ire¬ 
land.  Under  thefe  laws  the  door 
would  be  fli ut  to  the  importation  of 
foreign  Weft  India  goods,  and  a 
veffel,  arriving  in  Ireland  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  would  be  required  to 
produce  a  certificate  that  her  cargo 
was  really  the  produce  of  a  Britifh 
ifland.  Mr.  Pitt  was  willing  to  ex¬ 
tend  this  cautionary  provifo  ftill 
farther,  and  to  meet  another  objec¬ 
tion  that  might  be  urged.  t  might 
be  faid  that  our  navigation  laws 
were  too  precious  a  depofit  to  be 
entrufted  in  any  other  hands  than 
our  own  ;  and  that  in  particular 
to  commit  their  prefervation  to  per- 
fons  interefted  in  their  breach,  was 
to  the  laft  degree  perilous.  He 
would  therefore  require  that  every 
fhip  which  came  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  by  way  of  Ireland,  fhould 
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produce  the  fame  original  certifi¬ 
cate,  which  (he  had  fhewn  in  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  he  would  require  that 
all  importation  from  Ireland  of  Well 
India  produce  flxould  be  accompani¬ 
ed  with  cockers  and  bonds,  in  the 
lame  manner  as  coafting  fliips  were 
In  England.  Another  branch  of 
foreign  commerce  which  demanded 
regulation,  was  the  trade  to  the 
Tail  Indies.  This  trade  being  by 
charter  exclu lively  the  property  of 
the  Eaft-India  company,  Ireland 
would  have  no  better  right  to  com¬ 
plain  of  her  exclusion,  than  one  of 
our  own  out-ports,  or  than  even  an 
individual  merchant.  Such  were 
the  outlines  of  the  fir  ft  part  of  his 
fyflem,  accompanied  with  thenecef- 
farv  fafe-guards  and  regulations 
which  he  wiflied  the  houfe  to  adopt. 

The  fecond  part  Or  the  fy item  was 
in  lubftance,.  that  goods,  now  pro¬ 
hibited,  or  fubjedted  to  duties  a- 
mounting  to  a  prohibition,  fnould  be 
admitted  hereafter  injjp  each  king¬ 
dom  under  a  duty  adequate  to  coun¬ 
tervail  the  internal  excite.  To  one 
effedt  of  this  regulation  a  itrong  ex¬ 
ception  had  particularly  beep  made, 
and  an  alarm  had  been  fpread  in 
the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
as  if  the  removal  of  the  prohibition 
with  refpedl  to  corn  and  grain  would 
foe  fatally  injurious  to  the  agricul¬ 
ture  of  Scotland.  This  dread  he 
lliould  content  to  remove  by  ex¬ 
cepting,  corn,  meal,  and  flour  from 
the  eifedfs  of  the  regulation.  Beer 
he  mentioned  as  another  article  in 
the  exceptions  he  deflgned  to  intro¬ 
duce  in  the  new  model  of  the  pro- 
pofltions.  Mr.  Pitt  entered  again 
largely  into  the  argument,  refpecl- 
ing  the  apprehenflons  that  were 
created  by  the  cheapnets  of  labour 
in  Ireland.  Pie  fluted  that  cheap- 
nefs,  as  being  in  reality  nothing 
more  than  a  deception.  It  was  on¬ 


ly  the  ruaefl  and  mo  A  attlefs  ope- 
rations,  that  were  completed  at  left 
expence  there,  than  in  England. 
But  it  was  not  on  thefe  that  the 
queflion  depended,  whether  a  na¬ 
tion  wTas  to  flouriih  in  arts  and  ma¬ 
il  uf  act  u  res.  No  other  caufe  but 
thole  which  confided  in  habits  of 
induftry  and  ingenuity,  could  pro¬ 
duce  this  effect.  But  befide  the  dif¬ 
ferent  degree  of  induflry  in  the  two 
nations,  Mr.  Pitt  undertook  to 
maintain,  that  the  rate  of  wages  was 
greater  in  Ireland  than  in  England* 
in  every  branch  of  manufacture 
which  required  execution  and  in¬ 
genuity.  He  concluded  this  part 
of  his  fpeech  with  fome  fevere  ani- 
madverflons,  upon  a  part  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  which  had  been  deliveredat 
the  bar,  and  particularly  upon  that 
of  Mr.  Wedgwood. 

Having  proceeded  to  this  point, 
Mr.  Pitt  addrefled  the  houfe  in  a 
mofl  earned  manner,  intreating 
them  to  reflect  on  the  extreme  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  objedt  before  them.  It 
tended  to  conciliate  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  this  and  the  After  kingdom, 
which,  though,  now  confined  to 
repinings,  difgufts,  and  jealoulies, 
and  a  war  of  interefls  and  paflions, 
might  perhaps  in  time  proceed  to 
a  length,  which  he  fhuddeved  to 
think  of,  and  could  not  venture  to 
exprefs.  He  called  upon  every 
one  acquainted  with  the  lituation  of 
Ireland  to  declare,  whether  the  time 
was  not  now  pafied  when  temporary 
expedients,  when  lenitives,  calcu¬ 
lated  merely  to  deaden  the  fenfe  of 
pain,  could  be  adminiftered  with 
lafety.  The  fyflem  Mr.  Pitt  de- 
feribed,  like  mercy,  the  favourite 
attribute  of  heaven,  as  equally  a 
blefling  to  him  that  beftowed  and 
to  him  that  received.  While  it 
tended  to  cherifh  one  part  of  the 
empire,  it  did  not  impoverifh  the 

other. 
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©ther,  and  it  gave  new  firength  and 
permanence  to  the  profperity  of 
both.  For  himfelf  Mr.  Pitt  dc~ 
eland,  that,  among  all  the  objects 
or  his  political  life,  this  was  in  his 
opinion  the  mod;  important  in  which 
he  had  ever  engaged  ;  nor  did  he 
imagine  he  (horrid  ever  meet  another, 
that  could  call  forth  all  his  public 
feelings,  and  roufe  every  exertion  of 
his  heart  in  fo  forcible  a  manner  as 
pne  prefent  had  done.  Aquefiion,  in 
which  he  verily  believed  was  invol¬ 
ved  every  profpeCt  that  yet  remain¬ 
ed  to  this  country,  of  lifting  her  head 
to  that  height  and  eminence  which 
(lie  once  pofleffed  among  the  nati¬ 
ons,  and  of  giving  to  her  commerce, 
her  public  credit,  and  her  refources, 
that  ipring  and  vivacity,  which  (lie 
felt  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war  be¬ 
fore  the  lad,  which  were  now  ob- 
vioufly  returning,  and  which  he 
trufted  (lie  would  never  be  found  to 
want,  as  long  as  liberality,  public 
fpirit,  and  diiinteredednefs  held 
their  place  in  thatch oufe.  Mr.  Pitt 
concluded  with  moving  the  fir il  re¬ 
solution. 

Jt  had  been  uftial,  upon  the  day 
when  any  great  meafure  of  date  was 
fird  opened  to  parliament,  for  the 
members  to  confine  themfelves  to 
curfory  remarks  and  general  obferv- 
ations.  Few  indeed  are  inclined  to 
commit  their  confidency  and  their 
character,  by  too  explicit  declar¬ 
ations  and  engagements  previouliy 
to  a  fubjecf  having  been  perfectly 
underdood.  Still  fewer  are  able  at 
a  (ingle  glance  to  comprehend  the 
whole  of  a  complicated  fydem,  and 
to  difcover  and  develop  its  midakes 
and  defeats  Mr  Fox  upon  this 
occafion  deviated  from  the  ufual 
praCtice  of  the  Britifh  iegiflature 
and  of  mankind.  He  entered  into 
a  fpeech  of  great  length,  in  which 
he  pronounced  with  equal  rapidity, 
firnmefs,  and  penetration  his  opi- 


*55 

rdon  upon  every  part  of  the  united 
arrangement,  and  displayed  an  abili¬ 
ty  that  will  rarely  be  found  to  meet 
with  a  parallel.  He  roR  in  fupport 
of  a  motion  of  lord  North  for  the  far¬ 
ther  adjournment  of  the  quedion  for 
that  day.  He  had  not  conceived  it 
podible  that  any  objection  could  be 
made  to  the  motion,  and  he  had 
pauled  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
difcovering  the  intention  of  ad- 
mini  Oration.  Fjw  found  however 
from  their  continued  iilence,  that 
they  were  determined  at  all  events 

j 

to  precipitate  the  houfe  to  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  unparalleled  de- 
cifiori.  The  witneffes  had  not 
been  difmified  from  the  bar,  nor 
Mr.  Pitt  entered  upon  a  fpeech 
of  two  hours  in  length  till  nine 
o?clock  in  the  evening.  In  additiort- 
to  the  eleven  original  propontions, 
no  lefs  than  fixteen  new  ones  were 
now  for  the  fird  time  fubmitted  to 
parliament  ;  fo  that  at  midnight 
they  had  to  decide  upon  twenty- 
feven  of  the  mod  important  and  per¬ 
plexing  propontions  that  ever  were 
the  fubjeCt  of  parliamentary  difcuf- 
lion.  The  fupplemental  proposi¬ 
tions  were  not  confined  to  verbal 
explanations,  or  mere  literal  amend¬ 
ments  of  the  former.  They  direCt- 
lv  changed  the  whole  tenour,  and 
abiblutely  fuhverted  the  main  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  original  fy ffem  upon 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  declared  it  to 
be  his  fixed  attention  to  proceed, 
Mr,  Fox  afferted  that  the  arrange¬ 
ment  had  derived  from  no  necefiity, 
and  that  no  calamity  had  borne  a 
(hare  in  its  introduction.  It  was 
the  offspring  of  peace  and  domefikt 
tranquility.  The  people  of  Ire¬ 
land  had  not  forced  the  Britifli  mi- 
niftry  into  a  tame  furrender  of  the 
manufactures  and  commerce  of  his 
country. 

Mr.  Fox  exclaimed  in  high  terms 
againft  the  rafhnefs  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor 
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cellar  qf  the  exchequer.  He  brought 
forward  a  let  of  refolutions  as  the 
bafis  of  a  fyftem  for  an  intercourfe 
between  the  two  countries.  He 
pledged  the  government  of  this 
kingdom  for  the  literal  efiablifh" 
liient  of  his  fyftem.  He  proudly 
relifted  enquiry,  and  (corned  deli¬ 
beration.  But  when  circumftances 
bad  arifen,  which  he  had  not  ability 
to  overcome,  and  time,  in  fpite  of 
bis  oppolition,  had  been  procured 
for  enquiry  and  difcullion,  he  was 
conftrained  to  acknowlcge  the  error 
of  his  fir  ft  opinion,  and  he  came 
forward  with  a  fet  of  propoiitions 
diredftly  the  reverie  of  the  former. 
If  this  did  not  exhibit  the  raflmefs 
of  the  mini  ft  cr  in  colours  more 
warm  and  durable  than  any  which 
language  could  beftow,  it  was  im- 
pollible  to  affix  any  appellation  up¬ 
on  any  fpecies  of  condudt.  But 
what  was  lingular  and  ftriking  in 
the  prefent  cafe  was,  that  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  one  day  was  proved  by  the 
raflmefs  of  another.  Having  him- 
felf  demonftrated  the  precipitation 
of  his  conduct  in  the  lirll  in  dance, 
Mr.  Pitt  became  enamoured  of  this 
boafted  weaknefs.  '  He  however 
moft  liberally  determined,  that  the 
boule  fhould  be  admitted  to  a  full 
participation  of  it  by  a  ralh  and 
premature  adoption  of  his  lateft 
notions  ;  which  might  however  be 
as  fuddenly  and  as  conliftently  a- 
bandoned  as  the  former. 

Mr.  Fox  congratulated  the  houfe 
and  the  country  on  the  happy 
efcape  they  had  made .  from  the 
fyftem  propofed  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  but  two  months 
fince.  IV2 r-  Pitt  had  then  inveighed 
againft  the  ftrange  and  uncandid 
oppolition  which  was  excited  to  the 
meafure.  He  attributed  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  that  flde  of  the  houfe  to 
mere  faCtion  and  difappointment. 
He  called  their  folemn  appeals  to 
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the  legiflature  and  to  the  nation  illi¬ 
beral  artifices  to  excite  unneceftary 
clamour.  Bit  on  this  day  he  had 
himfeif  defcribed  in  his  own  beau¬ 
tiful  language  the  long  train  of 
evils  they  had  efcaped  by  opposing 
his  propoiitions.  Pie  had  ftolen 
from  that  fide  of  the  houfe  the 
ideas  and  fuggeftions  that  had  been 
ftated.  If  he  were  a  plagiary, 
however  he  was  a  plagiary  uncom¬ 
monly  endowed  ;  for  he  decorated 
his  new  materials  in  apparel  lb  gay 
and  luxuriant, he  enriched  them  with 
fitch  additions  of  flower  and  embroi¬ 
dery,  that  though  is  their  legitimate 
parents  they  recognifed  their  off- 
spring,  they  viewed  them  with  no 
fmall  degree  of  wonder  in  their 
ftrange  and  fumptuous  attire.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  Mr.  Pitt  had  now,  for 
the  firft  time,  condefcended  to  de¬ 
part  from  his  ufual  ftatelinefs  and 
the  overbearing  fenfe  of  his  own 
fuperiority.  Upon  that  day,  with 
new  and  unaccuftomed  affability, 
he  neither  reprobated  nor  reviled 
the  opinions  to  which  he  had  deign¬ 
ed  to  accede.  It  was  to  that  Fide  of 
the  houle  a  ftrange  and  unexpected 
triumph,  not  indeed  to  have  their 
ideas  received  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  for  in  that  cafe  he 
was  courtefy  itielf ;  but  to  hear  them, 
even  in  the  moment  they  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  unltigmatized  by  the  re¬ 
ceiver,  and  not,  as  ufual,  traduced 
in  words  at  the  very  moment  of 
their  real  adoption. 

Mir.  Fox  enumerated  the  feveral 
diladvantages  inherent  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  fyftem,  which  were  now  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  true,  and  endeavoured 
to  be  remedied  by  Mr.  Pitt.  In 
the  firft. place,  it  was  admitted,  that, 
if  the  original  refolutions  had  pair¬ 
ed,  we  fhould  have  loft  for  ever  the 
monopoly  of  the  Eaft  India  trade  ; 
we  muft  have  hazarded  all  the  re¬ 
venue  ariflng  from  fpirituous  li- 
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quors  ;  we  fhould  have  facrifice'd 
the  whole  of  the  navigation  laws  of 
this  country.  If  thefe  refolutions 
had  palfed  into  a  law,  we  fhould 
have  endangered  the  lofs  of  the  co¬ 
lonial  market  for  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain,  and  incurred  the 
moft  extenfivfe  dangers  to  the  co~ 

O 

ionies  themfelves  ;  we  fhould  have 
left  it  in  the  power  of  Ireland  to 
draw  a  revenue  from  our  confump- 
tion.  Mr.  Fox  obferved  particular¬ 
ly  upon  the  danger  that  was  in¬ 
curred  to  the  ad  of  navigation  by 
the  original  refolutions,  which  Mr. 
"Pitt  had  at  length  acknowledged, 
notwithstanding  his  repeated  decla¬ 
rations  to  the  contrary.  His  con- 
wicdion  might  be  colleCfed  from 
the  nature  of  the  remedy  he  had 
thought  it  expedient  to  adopt. 
Strong  mull  have  been  the  appre- 
henlions  which  fuggefted  filch  a 
relief.  It  was  a  relief,  which,  in 
the  peculiar  circumitances  of  the 
two  kingdoms,  would  require  a  very 
particular  conlideration  indeed,  as  its 
tendency  was  no  lefs  than  to  affert, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  Ireland,  file  muft  Sill  in 
commercial  laws  and  external  le¬ 
gislation  be  governed  by  Britain. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved  upon  the  pe¬ 
culiar  rezffoning  of  Mr.  Pitt,  by 
which  he  had  endeavoured  to  fhew, 
that,  though  the  giving  to  Ireland 
the  Englifh  market  would  not  en¬ 
able  them  to  enter  into  any  danger- 
bus  competition  with  us  at  home, 
it  would  yet  be  of  great  avail  to 
them  by  rendering  them  more  ca¬ 
pable  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
foreign  market.  But  if  their  hav¬ 
ing  this  dependence  in  the  lad  re¬ 
fort  would  be.  a  Spur  to  adventure, 
then  with  precifely  the  fame  ground 
might  it  be  contended,  that  they 
would  be  able  to  iiicreafe  their  ma¬ 
nufactures  with  a  final  view  to  the 
Englilh  market.  In  colonial  pro¬ 


duce,  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  ap¬ 
plied  the  argument,  the  home  mar¬ 
ket  was  every  thing,  and  the  fo¬ 
reign  market  nothing.  In  manu¬ 
factures  it  was  the  contrary,  or 
nearly  fo.  The  refolution,  by  which 
we  bound  ourfelves,  in  no  future 
time  to  prohibit  the  export  of  raw 
materials  to  Ireland,  was  ftrongly 
reprobated  by  Mr.  Fox.  A.  cargo  . 
of  raw  materials  might  be  entered 
at  our  cuftom-houfe  for  that  kins:- 

c.,/ 

dom  ;  but  what  fecurity  fhould  we 
have,  either  for  their  being  carried 
thither,  or  for  their  flay  in  the 
country  if  they  reached  it  ?  Mr. 
Fox’s  objection  was  that  the  inter- 
courfe  was  not  to  be  regulated  by 
principles  of  equality  and  judice. 
Let  the  houfe  fuppofe  a  fair  and 
equal  admiffibn  of  manufactures  in¬ 
to  each  country,  free  of  all  duties, 
which  of  the  kingdoms  would  fluid - 
der  moft  at  fuch  a  freedom  ?  We 
were  giving  Ireland  an  intercourfe 
infinitely  more  beneficial  than  throw- 
ing  open  our  ports  entirely,  and  we 
gave  her  a  power  of  offending  us 
without  referving  the  means  of  pre¬ 
vention,  or  even  the  means  of  reta¬ 
liation. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved  upon  the  me¬ 
thod  of  proceeding  adopted  with 
that  country.  No  attention  was 
paid  to  their  real  delires,  or  thofe 
things  of  which  they  conceived 
themfelves  to  be  mod  in  want.  A 
ftranger  was  lent  thither  to  offer 
them  a  noftrum  of  his  own  inven¬ 
tion.  This  was  the  conciliatory 
expedient  for  adminiftering  to  the 
relief  of  a  difordered  date  ;  not  to 
fuffer  the  inhabitants  to  fpcak,  but 
to  fend  a  man  among  them,  igno¬ 
rant  at  once  of  their  exigencies, 
their  grievances  and  their  policy,  to 
propofe  wild  fchemes  of  extrava¬ 
gant  {peculation,  and  prefcribe  for 
the  diforder  without  the  painful  te- 
dioufnefs  of  trying  to  underhand  it. 

it 
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It  was  faid  that  Ireland  was  out  of 
temper,  and  that  die  had  been  irrita¬ 
ted  almoft, beyond  her  bearing.  Mi¬ 
nisters  were  anfwerable  for  this  irri¬ 
tation,  if  fuch  irritation  exifted. 
The  violences  which  they  commit¬ 
ted  in  Ireland  merited  the  moll  de¬ 
ceive  and  general  reprobation. 
Their  attacks  on  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs,  their  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  legal  and  quiet  meetings  of 
counties,  to  deliberate  upon  the 
bell  means  of  amending  their  de¬ 
ficient  reprefen tation  ;  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  again!!  men  by  fummary 
attachment,  all  were  violences, 
which  might  perhaps  have  inflamed 
the  people  of  Ireland.  And  now 
miniilers  were  delirous  of  avoiding 
the  confequences  of  imprudent  in- 
fult  by  imprudent  concession.  But 
let  the  houfe  be  cautious  how  they 
alii  lied  them  in  adelign,  which  might 
eventua  ly  turn  out  as  infldious  to 
that  country  as  it  was  ruinous  to 
this,  in  a  commutation  of  Englifh 
commerce  for  Irifli  .Slavery.  Mr. 
Fox  warmly  defended  the  witneffcs 
that  had  appeared  at  the  bar,  and 
urged  upon  the  mini  Her  the  number 
of  petitions,  greater  than  ever  had 
been  prefented  on  'any  former  oc- 
calion.  Mr.  Pitt  had  once,  in  the 
affairs  of  India,  been  an  advocate 
for  the  voice  of  the  people;  and  all 
the  manufacturing  communities  in 
Britain  were  avowedly  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  prefent  lyftem.  Mr.  Fox 
remarked  that  this  was  a  fubje<ft,from 
which,  above  all  others,  private 
partialities  or  perfonal  attachments 
ought  to  be  totally  excluded.  It 
Was  not  a  queffion  of  perfonal 
firuggle  between  man  and  man,  it 
was  not  a  queffion  for  the  official 
exiilence  of  this  or  that  minister  ; 
it  was  a  queffion  of  life  or  death  for 
the  country.  Mr.  Pitt  had  demon- 
firated  to  the  houfe,  that  implicit 
confidence  in  him  was  as  dangerous 
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as  it  was  abfurd  ;  that  infallibility 
was  no  more  his  prerogative  than 
that  of  the  reft  of  the  world.  He* 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  who  could  under¬ 
hand  fo  complicated  and  extenlive 
a  fyilem  upon  fo  flight  and  tran- 
lient  a  view  of  it,  poffeSTed  an  in- 
telledl,  not  common  to  the  general 
body  of  mankind,  and  which  cer¬ 
tainly  could  not  be  the  general  cha- 
radteriftic  of  that  houfe.  For  one, 
he  could  truly  fay,  that  fuch  a  man 
muff  poflefs  an  understanding  of 
infinitely  more  quicknefs  and  acu¬ 
men  than  any  to  which  Mr,  Fox 
could  pretend.  He,  that  voted  for 
the  propositions  without  under- 
Handing  them,  was  guilty  of  Such 
a  defertion  of  his  duty  as  no  fubfe- 
quent  penitence  could  atone.  He 
facrificed  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain  at  the  Shrine  of  private  par¬ 
tiality,  and  fold  his  country  for  the 
whiffling  of  a  name.  The  miniiler 
who  exadled,  and  the  member  who 
fubinitted  to  fo  difgraceful  an  obe¬ 
dience,  were  equally  criminal.  The 
man,  who,  holding  the  firft  feat  in 
his  majefty’s  councils,  could  Stoop 
to  fo  difgraceful  and  fallacious  a 
canvas,  muff  be  loft  to  all  fenfe  of 
dignity,  of  character  and  manly 
patriotifm.  And  he  who  acquiefced 
in  the  meafure  from  any  other  in¬ 
ducement  than  that  of  cautious  and 
Sincere  convidtion,  furrendered  eve¬ 
ry  claim  to  honeft  eftimation,  and 
funk  into  the  meannefs  and  degra¬ 
dation  of  a  mere  minifterial  inflru- 
ment,  unworthy  the  fttuation  of  a 
Senator  and  the  name  of  an  En¬ 
glishman. 

Mr.  Viner,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Brick- 
dal  and  Mr.  Rigby  were  extreme¬ 
ly  urgent  with  the  miniiler  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  demand  of  the  other 
Side  of  the  houfe,  and  adjourn  the 
debate.  Mr.  Powys  Slated  Some  of 
the  particulars  in  the  resolutions 
which  he  did  not  conedUy  compre¬ 
hend* 
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Bend*  He  aSked  if  there  were  not 
many  members  in  the  houfe  in.  the 
fame  Situation  with  hirafelf?  If 
there  were,  and  they  did  not  vote 
for  an  adjournment,  they  could  not 
ait  coafcientioufty.  Men,  who 
gave  their  Suffrage  upon  a  queftion 
of  fuch  infinite  importance,  ac¬ 
knowledging  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  did  not  underhand  it,  mult  be 
traitors  to  their  country,  and  loft  to 
every  principle  of  rectitude  and  ho¬ 
nour.  Mr.  Pitt  made  no  reply  to 
the  remonftrances  and  expostula¬ 
tions  of  opposition.  In  anfwer  to 
Mr.  Fox,  who,  upon  the  cry  be¬ 
coming  very  loud  for  the  queftion 
on  the  minister’s  fide  of  the  houfe, 
had  addrelfed  himfelf  to  the  chair,, 
and  infilled  upon  the  prefervation 
of  order  and  decency  in.  the  houfe, 
Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  morning  was  in  the 
higheft:  degree  plealing,  and  that 
the  houfe  were  yet  in  good  Spirits. 
There  was  nothing  to  prevent  Mr. 
Fox  from-  entertaining  them  with  a 
fpeech  of  two  or  three  hours,  if  he 
thought  proper.  It  was  a  circum- 
ftance  to  which  he  was  arcuftomed, 
and  the  houfe  certainly  felt  the 
greatcll  pleafure  in  hearing  him, 
Mr.  Lovvther  and  fir  Gregory  Page 
Turner,,  in  reply  to  the  insinuation 
of  Mr.  Powys,  declared  themfelves 
to  be  in  the  lift:  of  thofe  who  yield¬ 
ed  up  their  understandings  to  their 
confidence  in  the  minilter,  in  a 
manner  that  will  probably  be 
thought  not  to  have  done  much  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  fcrupuloufnefs  of  their 
integrity.  The  queftion  of  adjourn¬ 
ment  was  at  length  put,  and  the 
houle  divided ;  ayes  155,  noes 
281.  The  general  refolution  was 
then  feparated  into  two  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pelham, 
and  each  part  was  voted  by  the 
houfe.  The  fitting  broke  up  at 
eight  o’clock  in  the  morning. 


In  fo  complicated  a  fubjeft,  and 
a  fubjeft  involved  in  fuch  end  lei's 
difcufilons,  as  that  of  the  Irifh  pro- 
politions,  it  cannot  be  expected 
from  fo  general  and  comprehensive 
a  furvey  as  ours,  that  we  Should 
enter  into  the  minutenefs  of  detail, 
or  undertake  to  do  justice  to  all  the 
arguments  and  observations  that 
were  thrown  out  on  both  Sides 
of  the  houfe  of  commons.  It  is 
not  the  objeft  of  general  hiftory 
accurately  to  Slate  every  provision 
included  in  a  meafure  of  governs, 
ment,  even  when  that  meafure  has 
fuccefsfully  been  carried  into  a 
law.  From  the  views  that  have 
already  been  given,  and  the  argu¬ 
ments  that  have  been  Slated  on  the 
part  both  of  administration  and  op¬ 
position,  the  reader  will  be  able  to- 
conceive  with  tolerable  accuracy 
the  general  idea,  the  merits  and 
the  defects  of  the  projected  ar¬ 
rangement.  In  what  remains  we 
Shall  pretend  to  nothing  more,  than 
to  feleft  the  prominent  features 3 
and  to  bring  forward  thofe  particu¬ 
lars  in  the  fyftem,  which  either 
from  their  intrinfiefimportance,  or 
from  the  inclinations  and  views  of 
political  parties,  made  the  moft 
confiderable  figure  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  diicuffion. 

Lord  North  had*  upon  the  day 
in  which  the  two  firft  propositions 
were  voted,  confined  himSelf  tor 
the  moft  part,  in  what  he  offered 
to  the  houfe  to  the  Support  of  his 
motion  of  adjournment,  and  to 
reafoning  upon  the  impropriety 
and  indecency  of  a  haSty  decision* 
When  the  houie  next  Sat  for  the 
difcuSFion  of  this  bufineis,  he  en¬ 
tered  at  large  into  the  particulars 
of  the  fyflern.  He  was  especially 
full  on  the  danger  that  would  ye- 
fult  to  the  trade  of  our  Weft:  India 
colonies.  He  defcrihed  a  variety 
of  methods  in  which  all  the  new 
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reftricHons  and  provifos  might  be  perable  objections.  He  partial 
fubfhintially  evaded.  He  added  as  lariy  in  danced  in  the  linens,  the 


a  notorious  fait,  that  it  was  only 
in  the  principal  cities  of  Ireland, 
Cork,  Dublin,  Lime  tie,  and  a 
few  others,  that  the  revenue  laws 
were  fir.  fitly  enforced.  he  coal! 
therefore  of  every  other  part  of 
the  kingdom  was  thrown  open  to 
the  ciandePiine  and  molt  dangerous 
enemy  of  our  revenues  and  our 
empire.  He  farther  adverted  to 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt  refpefit 
ing  the'  price  of  labour.  He  had 
maintained  that  it  was  only  the 
rude  artificer  whole  labour  could 
cheaply  be  pm  chafed  in  Ireland, 
and  that  the  induflry  of  him,  who 
fuperinduced  induitry  and  Ikili 
upon  uncultivated  powers,  was 
even  dearer  there  than  in  Bri¬ 
tain.  Taking  alj.  this  for  granted, 
and  even  fu  l  poling  that  to  be  true 
in  every  other  part  of  the  kingdom, 
which  appeared  in  foine  meafure 
to  hold  in  Dublin,  lord  North  Hill 
mantained  that  this  was  but  a  tem¬ 
porary  aifad vantage.  If  (kill  were 
now  rare  in  Ireland,  with  the  in- 
ereafe  of  her  infant  manufactures 
it  would  foon  become  lefs  lingular 
and  uncommon.  As  the  number  of 
able  workmen  increafed,  the  wages 
of  their  manufacture  would  hecef- 
farily  dimmifh.  But  there  was  a- 
nothcr  circumitance,  the  cheap¬ 
ness  of  proviiions  in  Ireland,  which 
would  continue  long  after  the  high 
price  of  (kill  and  execution  would 
be  found  to  cefe.  Lord  North 
pointed  out  feveral  particulars,  in 
which  it  appeared  to  him  that  Eng¬ 
land  would  by  no  means  fecure  to 
Jherielf  the  bo  a  lieu  reciprocity  by 
means  of  the  prefent  fy iiem.  I  he 
amended  propositions  he  was  rea¬ 
dy  to  admit  were  much  lefs  unpa¬ 
latable  and  pernicious  than  they 
had  been,  in  their  original  ftate  ;  but 
there  iiiil  exitled  in  his  mind  infn- 


manufacture  of  Ireland,  which  were 
admitted  into  this  country  duty 
free,  and  which  might  be  valued 
at  no  lefs  a  Sum  than  1,  300*000!  * 
He  Should  be  veiy  little  deiirous 
to  fee  a  tax  impofed  on  this  fpecies 
ot  importation.  But  then  as  little 
was  he  deiirous  to  take  away  from 
England  the  power  of  impofing 
fuch  a  tax.  1 .  e  would  not  by 
prohibiting  Iriili  linens  interrupt 
the  harmony  of  the  two  countries  ; 
nor  would  he  voluntarily  reiign  a 
power  of  that  kind,  which  he  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  means  in  our  hands 
of  maintaining  peace. 

Mr.  Burke  ipoke  upon  the  fame 
occafion.  He  confined  his  obfer- 
vations  to  the  propofed  compensa¬ 
tion  in  the  overplus  of  the  heredi¬ 
tary  revenue  of  Ireland  This  was 
to  be  applied  to  the  fbpport  of  the 
Britifli  navy  when  the  revenue 
fhould  exceed  656,000!.  But  at 
prefent,  deducting  from  it  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  *  collection,  and  the  a- 
mount  of  bounties  and  draw¬ 
backs,  it  produced  little  more  than 
333,0001,  which  was  fcarcely  a- 
hove  half  the  fiipulated  revenue. 
Ireland  had  in  former  times,  and 
in  the  laft  continental  war  done 

much  for  this  country.  She  had 
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lent  men  to  fight  our  battles,  and 
Sue  had  furniftied,  at  her  own  ex¬ 
pence,  numerous  recruits.  Thefe 
were  fubftantial  advantages,  and 
they  were  to  be  derived  from*  that 
oeconomy,  which  had  once  charac- 
terifed  adminifiration  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  Mr.  Burke  remarked  upon 
the  competition  and  collifion,  that 
might  be  fuppofed  to  exitl  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  To 
Ireland  independence  of  legiflature 
had  been  given  ;  fhe  was  now  a  co¬ 
ordinate,  though  a  lefs  powerful 
fiate,  But  pre-eminence  and  dig¬ 
nity 
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tnty  were  due  to  England.  It  was 
Die  alone  that  muff  bear  the  weight 
and  burthen  of  empire ;  file  alone 
muft  pour  out  the  ocean  of  wealth 
neceflary  for  the  defence  of  it.  Ire- 
land  and  other  parts  might  empty 
their  little  urns  to  fweli  the  tide  ; 
they  might  wield  their  little,  puny 
tridents.  But  the  great  trident 
that  was  to  more  the  world,  muft 
be  grafped  by  England  alone,  and 
dearly  it  coft  her  to  hold  it.  Mr. 
BurV.e  appears  to  have  felt  him- 
felf  in  a  htuation  of  Home  delicacy, 
and  to  have  been  reftramed  by 
that  circumftance  from  taking  any 
general  part  in  the  debates  upon 
this  fubjedh  He  conceived  that 
much  was  •  due  by  every  man  to 
the  place  of  his  nativity.  But  this 
duty  ought  not  to  abforb  every 
other.  When  another  country 
was  generous  enough,  to  receive  a 
man  into  her  bofom,  to  raife  him 
from  nothing,  as  this  great  country 
had  railed  him,  to  tlations  of  the 
g  re  ate  ft  honour  and  truft,  and  con¬ 
fer  upon  him  the  power  of  doing 
good  to  millions,  luch  a  country 
had  claims,  not  inferior  to  thole 
of  the  land  which  had  given  him 
birth.  It  was  the  duty  of  fuch  a 
man  to  reconcile,  if  poffible,  the 
two  demands.  But  fhould  they 
unfortunately  point  different  ways, 
he  ought  either  to  return  the  truft 
repofed  in  him  by  the  adopting 
country,  or  to  conlider  her  intereft 
as  paramount  to  every  other  upon 
earth. 

The  mod  animated  debates,  and 
thofe  which  principally  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  public,  re  fpe  di¬ 
ed:  that  article  which  flood  the 
fourth  in  the  new  code,  as  amend¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  The  objedt  of  this 
propofltion  was  to  declare,  u  that 
it  was  effential  towards  carrying  in* 
to  effedt  the  prefent  fettlement,  that 
the  navigation  laws  made  or  to  be 


made  in  'Great  Britain,  fhould  be  in 
force  in  Ireland,  by  laws  to  be  pall¬ 
ed  in  the  parliament  of  that  king* 
dom.’5  This  propofltion  was  one 
of  thofe,  which  was  reprefeffted  by 
lord  North,  as  a  confiderable  meli* 
oration  of  the  original  fyfle'm.  It 
was,  he  laid,  unquestionably  a  pro* 
pofal  on  the  part  of  the  Britifb  par¬ 
liament,  that  Ireland  fhould-,  upoft 
certain  conditions,  fur  render  her 
now  acknowledged  right  of  external 
legiflation,  and  return  as  to  that 
point  to  the  Htuation  from  which 
flic  had  emancipated  herfelf  in 
17-82*  Though  he  might  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  manner  and  circum* 
fiances  under  which  the  offer  was 
made,  he  lincerelv  hoped  that  Ire¬ 
land  would  forget  both,  and  per¬ 
ceive  her  interefl  in  acceding  to  the 
propofal.  Under  the  fame  conftruc* 
tion  of  the  propofltion,  lord  Beau* 
champ,  and  Mrs,  Courtenay  fbfenu* 
ou fly  argued  againftits  being  voted 
by  the  houfe*  Mr.  Sheridan  parti* 
cularly  diftinguiftied  himfelf  on  the 
fame  fide,  and  difp laved  a  degree 
of  energy  and  eloquence,  which  he 
had  not  exhibited  on  any  former 
occafion* 

Much  he  faid  had  been  argued 
relative  to  the  extent  and  lpirit  of 
this  propofltion.  The  event  and 
Conclufion  of  thofe  arguments  on 
both  fldes  of  the  houfe  warranted 
him  now  iff  affertingf  that  it  went 
in  the  fullefl  extent  to  a  complete 
refumption  of  the  right  of  external 
legiflation  fo  lately  exercifed,  but  fo 
folemnly  renounced  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  over  Ireland*  The  fettlement 
was  final  and  perpetual*  The  con¬ 
tracting  parties  being  prefumed  to 
act  with  perfect  forelight  ot  the 
cottfequence  6f  their  irrevocable  en¬ 
gagements,  neither  party  could  re¬ 
cede  from  any  of  the  itipulations 
without  breach  of  faith.  Such  an 
mfnifltioii  in  the  ftxongcr  power 
L  wo'M 
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would  be  an  aft  of  defpodfm  and 
oppreifton,  and  in  the  weaker  would 
authorize  all  the  rigour  of  coer¬ 
cion.  It  was  a  miferable  fophiftry 
to  contend,  that,  as  the  ceremony 
was  permitted  to  Ireland  of  placing 
our  commercial  laws  upon  their  own 
ibitute-book,  it  was  the  Irifh  and 
not  the  Britifh  ftatute  that  bound 
the  people  of  Ireland.  For  his  part, 
if  he  were  a  member  of  that  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  ftiould  prefer  the  meafure 
of  meeting  the  immediate  operation 
of  the  navigation  laws  by  one  de¬ 
cisive  vote,  and  fhould  chufe  to  a- 
void  the  mockery  of  pronouncing 
without  deliberation,  and  deciding 
where  there  was  no  power  to  dif- 
fent.  Where  fetteijs  were  to  be 
worn,  it  was  a  wretched  ambition  to 
contend  for  the  diilindtion  of  fatten¬ 
ing  our  own  {hackles. 

Mr.  Sheridan  adverted  to  the 
iituations  in  which  the  two  king¬ 
doms  flood  with  refpedt  to  each 
other,  in  confequence  of  the  altera¬ 
tions  that  had  taken  place  within  a 
few  years  part.  It  had  been  io- 
lemnly  ftipulated  between  them, 
4i  that  the  right  claimed  by  Ireland 
to  be  bound  in  all  cafes  whatever 
only  by  laws  made  by  the  king, 
lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland, 
fhould  never  more  be  queftioned  or 
questionable.”  Mr.  Fox  and  the 
administration  of  that  day  were 
blamed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for  permitting 
Ireland  to  afiert  the  freedom  of  her 
conftitution  unconditionally,  and 
without  referving  to  Great  Britain 
a  neceflary  controul  over  her  trade 
and  navigation.  Fortunately  for 
the  peace  and  future  union  of  the 
kingdoms,  no  fuch  miferable  and 
narrow  policy  had  then  entered  into 
the  minds  of  our  ftatefmen.  They 
had  diidained  the  injuftice  of  bar¬ 
gaining  with  Ireland  on  fuch  a  fab¬ 
le  Ft,  nor  would  Ireland  have  liflened 
to  them  if  they  had  attempted  it. 


She  had  not  applied  to  purchafe  a 
conilitution,  and  if  a  tribute  had 
been  demanded  in  return  for  what 
was  then  granted,  thole  patriotic 
fpirits,  who  were  at  that  time  lead¬ 
ing  the  oppreded  people  of  that  in- 
fulted  country  to  the  attainment  of 
their  juft  rights,  would  have  pointed 
to  other  modes  of  acquiring  them, 
and  would  have  called  to  them  in, 
the  words  of  the  old  Roman,  to 
64  take  up  arms,  and  to  purchafe 
their  liberties,  not  with  gold,  but 
with  the  fword.*’ 

Mr.  Sheridan  enlarged  upon  the 
period,  and  the  manner,  in  which 
the  new  claim  contained  in  the 
fourth  propofition  had  been  brought 
forward.  It  was  fo  far  from  being 
any  part  of  the  offer  made  by  Ire¬ 
land,  that  it  had  not  even  been 
hinted  at  or  alluded  to  in  the  Irifh 
parliament.  It  had  never  once  been 
glanced  at  by  Mr.  Orde.  It  had 
not  been  mentioned  in  the  fpeech  at 
the  opening  of  the  feftion  ;  it  was 
not  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  council ;  and  Mr.  Pitt 
himfeif  in  opening  the  bufinefs  to 
that  houfe  had  not  uttered  a  word, 
to  fhow  that  this  propofition  was 
e {Ten rial  to  the  fettlement  propofed 
between  the  two  kingdoms.  Ire¬ 
land  was  treacheroufly  encouraged 
to  demand  a  benefit,  and  then  a 
price  was  exacted  of  greater  value 
than  any  favour  Britain  had  to  be¬ 
llow.  it  was  therefore  for  the  com* 
liberation  of  that  houfe,  whether 
this  country  fliould  infidioufly,  col¬ 
laterally,  and  by  furprize,  make  a 
propofal,  which  would  argue  in  her 
a  repentance  of  the  juftlce  which 
fire  had  done  to  Ireland,  and  which 
might  for  ever  deftroy  all  confidenee 
in  that  country  towards  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  If  the  Engliih  government 
really  thought  it  was  eftfential  to  the 
good  under  handing  and  the  com¬ 
mon  intcrcfts  of  the  IWO  kingdoms,, . 
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that  the  power  of  legiFatmgYbr  par¬ 
ticular  objedfs  ftiouid  be  lodged  hi 
one  for  the  common  benefit  of  both, 
it  Fiould  have  been  diFindtly  fo 
Fated  in  the  firft  overture  made  to 
the  Irifli  parliament  as  the  bafis  of 
a  permanent  agreement.  '  Inftead  of 
this,  all  had  been  delufion,  trick, 
and  fallacy.  A  new  foheme  of  com¬ 
mercial  arrangement  was  propofed 
to  the  Irifh  as  a  boon,  and  the  fur- 
render  of  their  conFitution.  was 
tacked  to  it  as  a  mercantile  regula¬ 
tion.  Ireland,  newly  efcaped  from 
harfh  trammels  and  fevere  difcipllne, 
was  treated  like  a  high  mettled 
horfe,  hard  to  catch  ;  and  the  Irifh 
iecretary  was  to  return  to  the  field 
loothincr  and  coaxing-  him  with  a 
iieve  of  provender  in  one  hand,  and 
a  bridle  in  the  other.  But  it  was 
folly  to  believe  that  this  political 
jockeyfnip  could  ever  fucceed.  It 
Was  not  enough  to  fay  that  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  Ought  not, 
and  dared  not,  to' agree  tdir.  They 
had  not  the  powers  to  accede  to  it. 
It  would  be  a  conceftion  beyond 
the  limits  of  their  trufi.  The  Irifh 
nation  would  fpurn  at  the  bondage 
to  Which  their  degenerate  repre¬ 
sentatives  had  no  authority  to  en¬ 
gage  their  fubmiffion.' 

With  regard  to  the  Fate  of  Ire¬ 
land,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid  it  was  ridi¬ 
culous  to  argue  that  the  circum- 
Fances  of  that  country  called  for  or 
juFified  the  prefent  arrangement. 
Two  or  three  abls  were  cited  by 
the  committee  of  council,  by  which 
Ireland  had  impofed  duties  on  fome 
articles  of  Britifo  export ;  and  when 
we  con  fide  red  the  perpetual  fhifting 
of  government  there,  afid  that  every 
three  months  wafted  over  a  new  lord 
lieu  tenant,  the  only  wonder  was,  that 
the  principles  of  connection  between 
the  two  countries  had  been  fo  Fea- 
mly  adhered  to.  The  clamour  and 
no ta  at  Dublin.  had  been  relbrted  to 
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as  pretences  for  this  arrangement* 
That  fort  of  argument  had  already 
been  fufficiently  reprobated.  But 
if  they  muff  attend  to  clamour,  let 
the  meaning  of  it,  where  fbfefe  was 
any,  be  preferred  to  the  noife.  Had 
the  Iri'fii  clamoured  for  the  prefent 
fettlement,  or  for  any  orie  article 
contained  in  it  ?  Had  they  been 
loud  in  demanding  accefs  to  the 
BritiFi  marker,  in  preference  to  pro- 
t effing  duties  ?  Had  they  requeued 
to  be  tied  for  ever  to  the  BritiFi 
monopoly  in  the  .Weft  Indies  ?  and 
to  have  the  price  of  the  commodi¬ 
ties  of  thofe  colonies  increafed  to 
them  ?  Had- they  complained  that 
fort mfo  had  offered  them  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  of  America, 
without  condition  or  reftraint  ?  Had 
they  vehemently  expreffed  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  that  the  rich  commerce 
of  the  Eaft  would  fpeediiy  be  open¬ 
ed  to  them,  if  eftedtual  meafure.s 
were  not  taken  to  prevent  it  ?  Had 
they  regretted  that  they  were  bur- 
thened  with  a  furplus  of  the  here¬ 
ditary  revenue  ?  Had  they  called 
out  that  they  were  tired  of  their  le~ 
gi dative  independence,  and  intreat- 
ed  to  be  relieved  from  it  ?  But  the 
fallacy  of  fuch  allegations  Food  in 
no  need  of  refutation.  The  true 
fpring  and  incentive  to  this  com¬ 
plicated  hulinefs  evidently  lurked 
in  the  fourth  pernicious  reiblution, 
the  tendency  of  which  was  of  a 
piece  with  their  wiiole  fyFem  of 
government  in  Ireland,  with  the 
arbitrary  and  illegal  proceedings  of 
their  agents  in  the  bufinefs  of  at¬ 
tachments,  with  their  attacks  on 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs ;  meafures* 
arguing  a  mind  hoFile  to  the  true 
principles  of  conffitutional  freedom* 
and  juFifyingthe  preiumption,  that 
Fmilar  fteps  would  be  purfued  in 
this  country  if  they  could  be  pra£> 
tifed  v/ith  equal  impunity. 

And  by  what  argument  was  it 
h  z  that 
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that  Ireland  was  to  be  induced  to  re- 
linqujfli  her  rights  ?  could  it  be 
flated  that  (lie  had  ever  once  exer- 
cifed  them  to  the  injury  of  this 
country  ?  No  ;  but  it  was  poffible 
file  might  do  fo.  And  was  it  not 
equally  poffible  that  Britain  might 
abufe  the  trull,  and  employ  this 
conceffion  to  the  detriment  of  Ire¬ 
land  ?  It  was  argued  that  the  ma¬ 
lice  of  party,  the’interelied  views 
of  mercantile  {peculation,  or  the 
folly  of  narrow  politicians,  might  at 
fome  time  or  other  lead  Ireland, 
even  at  the  expence  of  her  interefl, 
to  meafures,  which  might  embarrals 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  And  had  Ireland  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  party,  from  mer¬ 
cantile  avarice,  or  from  blind  and 
narrow  policy  ?  Two  hundred 
thoufand  manufacturers,  if  they 
were  to  believe  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  were  at  that  mo¬ 
ment,  and  in  that  individual  bufi- 
nefs,  either  influenced  by  the  fug- 
geltions  of  faction,  or  blinded  by 
prejudice  and  felfifimefs.  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  produced  various  inftances  in 
which  Britain  might  employ  the 
power  of  Initiation  for  both  coun¬ 
tries  to  the  oppreffion  of  Ireland. 
She  might  reftrain  the  trade  of  the 
colonies  to  vefiels  of  eorffiderable 
burthen,  and  a  proportional  num¬ 
ber  of  teamen.  England  had  large 
fhips  and  numerous  crews,  Ireland 
had  neither.  She  might  make  it  a 
condition  that  no  Blip  Biould  dear 
out  a  cargo  from  the  Well  Indies, 
unlefs  Bie  carried  thither  a  Hipu-* 
lated  quantity  of  fome  BritiBi  ma¬ 
nufacture,  not  to  be  obtained  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Sheridan  entered  into  a  mi¬ 
nute  detail  in  order  to  prove,  that 
in  the  fyilem  of  the  propolitions 
every  thing  was  facrilice  and  fur- 
render  on  the  part  of  Ireland.  But 
though  he  could  not  go  with  the 
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manufacturers  of  this  country, 
the  extent  of  the  evils  which  they 
apprehended,  there  was  one  point, 
however,  in  which  he  completely 
agreed  with  them  ;  that  the  gain  of 
Ireland  mull  be  the  lofs  of  England. 
Ireland,  Mr.  :•  heridan  faid,  mult 
not  endeavour  to  rife  on  the  ruin  of 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain.  She 
mull  not  aim  to  thrive  avowedly  at 
the  expence  of  the  BritiBi  manu¬ 
facturer,  however  alluring  the  pro- 
fpeft.  Not  juilice  and  generality 
alone,  but  interelland  policy  would 
call  upon  her  to  delill  from  the  at¬ 
tempt.  Poffibly  at  firfl  Hie  might 
find  profit  and  advantage  in  the 
contell  ;  but  how  was  a  great  part 
of  this  advantage  to  be  obtained*? 
By  means  incompatible  with  the 
true  fpirit  and  principles  of  com¬ 
mercial  prolpcrity  :  by  a  lax  exe¬ 
cution  of  her  revenue  laws  ;  by  the 
corrupt  countenance  of  her  legis¬ 
lature  to  fueft  a  conduct ;  by  Heal¬ 
ing  her  manufactures  into  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  by  palling  thofe  of  foreign 
countries  for  her  own  ;  by  obtain¬ 
ing  a  transfer  of  capital,  and  en¬ 
ticing  over  artifts  and  workmen  by 
falfe  hopes,  and  ill-founded  pro- 
fpeffis.  In  Biort,  by  fmuggling,  by 
evading,  by  defrauding,  by  conniv¬ 
ing,  by  deceiving.  The  profit.' 

earned  by  fuch  means,  would  im¬ 
mediately  and  deeply  injure  the 
lifter  kingdom.-  But  that  would 
not  long  continue.  The  confe- 

quence  would  be,  that  even  the 
name  of  Irilhman  would  become 
odious  and  deteilable  to  the  com¬ 
mercial  interelis  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  Ireland  would  foon  be  taught  to 
know,  while  Bie  was  preffing  her 
own  advantage  under  the  prefent 
fettlement,  that  Ihe  had  by  tile  fame 
fettlement  lurrendered  into  our 
hands  the  power  of  crippling  her 
commerce,  of  chaftifing  her  pre- 
funiptiori,  and  of  reducing  her  to 
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JSer  former  Hate  of  abjeCt  depend  - 
ence. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with  de¬ 
claring;,  that,  if  he  were  a  perfon  of 
consideration  in  that  kingdom,  fo 
far  from  encouraging  the  peo .  le  to 
Struggle  for  the  Britifh-  market, 
he  mould  conceive  it  to  be  what  lie 
owed  to  the  interest  of  his  country-' 
men,  earnestly  to  call  upon  them  to 
turn  away  their  eyes  and  thoughts 
from  that  objeCt ;  to  attempt  no 
race  with  the  EritiSh  manufactu¬ 
rer  ;  to  Shun  as  the  greatest  evil, 
the  jealoufies,  the  heart-burnings, 
and  the  deltruCHve  ill-will  which 
would  neceflarily  breed  upon  fuch 
a  competition  ;  circumstanced  fo 
peculiarly  with  refpcct  to  burthens 
as  Great  Britain  was,  and  biaSTed 
by  rooted  habits  of  thinking  upon 
this  particular  fubjedt.  He  would 
endeavour  to  perfuade  them,  by  fair 
and  gentle  means,  to  increale  the 
home  conlumption  of  the  produce 
of  their  own  i  nd  u  (try  ;  and  by  fy  He¬ 
matic  and  vigorous  enterprise,  to 
aim  at  a  luccefsful  intercourfe  with 
every  foreign  port.  There  if  they 
met  the  Britifh  merchant,  it  would 
be  a  liberal  emulation.  There  he 
could  have  no  innovation  or  un- 
fairnefs  to  complain  of,  and  if  Suc¬ 
cessfully  rivaled,  he  would  be  con- 
fcious  that  the  increaling  wealth  of 
Ireland  from  fuch  a  l'ource,  might 
with  truth  be  Hated  to  be  a  fund 
for  the  general  commerce  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  an  augmentation  of  the 
common  defence  of  the  empire. 
Thus  Ireland  might  be  add  relied 
under  her  prefent  circumllances. 
But  let  the  fettlcment  now  propoled 
be  once  eHabliflied,  and  what  would 
be  the  anlwer.  Would  not  the 
Irifh  merchant  and  manufacturer 
reply,  tc  What  you  recommend  to 
us  is  unreafonable  and  prepoHer- 
ous ;  we  have  bound*ourfelves  for 
ever  to  the  monopolies  ©f  Great 
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Britain  •  we  are  crippled  in  our 
intercourfe  with  the  Hates,  of  Ame¬ 
rica;  our  dreams  of  being  the  em¬ 
porium  for  the  foreign  countries  of 
Europe,  are  become  vifionary  and 
ridiculous  ;  we  have  fur  rendered 
our  constitution  into  the  hands  of 
the  Britifh  parliament.  For  all  this 
the  Britifh  maiket  is  our  compen¬ 
sation.  Upon  that  we  are  compel¬ 
led  to  fatten  our  minds ;  to  that  we 
muH  cling',  and  if  Great  Britain 
fuffer  by  it,  the  mifchief  is  of  her 
own  Seeking,  and  the  restrictions 
which  force  us  to  the  conteft,  are 
of  her  own  impoling  ”  Thefe 
would  be  the  happy  fruits  of  a 
plan  whofe  boafted  objeCt  was  to 
cement  the  union  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  in  bonds  of  eternal  amity  and 
reciprocal  affection  ! 

Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  Mr.  Sheridan 
in  a  Style  considerably  marked  with 
invective  He  charged  that  gen- 
tlemanwith  inconliffency,  and  with 
having  for  many  weeks  concealed 
his  intentions  fo  effectually,  as  to 
leave  it  a  doubt  whether  he  were 
friendly,  or  inimical  to  the  propofed 
arrangement.  But  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  when  it  was  remembered 
how  inconSiftent  all  the  meafures 
of  the  party,  of  which  he  was  the 
mouth,  were  in  themfelvee,  and  how 
inconlifteQt  the  perfons  who  corn- 
poled  that  party  were  with  each 
other.  Still  their  purfuits,  how¬ 
ever  various  and  contradictory,  had 
one  uniform  tendency  Whether 
they  reprobated  on  this  day  what 
they  had  approved  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding-,  or  whether  one  individual 
differed  from  or  coincided  with  the 
reff  of  his  aSTociates,  Hill  the  effects 
erf  all  their  efforts,  of  the  artful  Si¬ 
lence  of  one  man,  and  the  prolix 
declamations  of  another  were  to  be 

the  lame  :  to  embarrafs  and  con- 
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found  the  meafures  of  adminiffra- 
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tion,  to  embroil  and  difunite  the 
affections  of  their  fellow-fuhjedls, 
to  excite  groundlefs  alarms  and  fo¬ 
ment  the  moff  dangerous  difcon- 
tents.  Mr.  Pitt  enlarged  with 
fome  humour  on  the  pains  which 
gentlemen  had  taken  to  deprecate 
in  their  fpeeches  any  imputation  of 
inflammatory  or  dangerous  inten¬ 
tions.  It  was  not  for  him  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  their  intentions 
were  really  fo  bad  as  they  feemed 
apprehenfive  they  fhould  appear. 
On  the  prefent  occaiion  however, 
lie  predicted  they  would  have  no 
occaiion  to  exult.  The  propofi- 
tion,  which  fo  much  pains  had  been 
taken  to  wreff,  inffead  of  being  in- 
fidious  with  refpeCt  to  Ireland,  was 
a  virtual  recognition  of  her  com¬ 
plete  emancipation.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  light  in  which  the  fyffem 
would  be  regarded  in.  that  country, 
he  would  aniwcr  with  the  boldnels 
which  became  him,  and  he  would 
not  for u pie  to  fay,  that  as  far  as  pro¬ 
bability  would  go  on  fuch  an  oc¬ 
caiion,  it  certainly  would  be  re¬ 
ceived  with  gratitude  and  joy.  An 
enlightened  and  liberal  nation 
would  not  buffer  itfelf  to  become  a 
dupe  to  the  deiigns  of  a  fet  of  men, 
who  having  exerted  all  their  induf- 
try  for  the  fpace  of  five  months  in 
alarming  every  intereft  in  this  coun¬ 
try  againft  the  original  proportions, 
were  now,  with  equal  diligence, 
employing  the  fame  violent  methods 
for  creating  a  fimilar  oppoiition  in 
Ireland,  again  ft  the  modification  ap¬ 
plied  by  the  Brjtifh  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  Their  conduct  was  not  in 
reality  dictated  by  a  friendfhip  to 
one  country  or  to  the  other;  but 
by  a  dehre  to  embroil  the  legisla¬ 
tures  of  both,  and  to  defeat  a  mea- 
fure  which  was  neceffary  to  the 
public  tranquillity  and  permanent 
welfare  of  the  empire.  To  illuf- 
trate  the  fpirit  of  the  fourth  pro- 
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pofition,  Mr.  Pitt  referred  to  the 
negotiation's  of  ffates  independent 
and  imcomiedted  with  each  other; 
and  afferted  that  proviiions:  exactly 
fimilar  to  that  in  queffion  were  fre¬ 
quently  adopted  on  fuch  occafions. 
He  m  lb  need  in  the  late  treaty  with 
France,  in  which  that  kingdom 
bound  herfelf  to  publifh  certain  e- 
dicts,  as  foo  was.  other  acts  ffipttiated 
on  her  part  were  performed  by  this 
country  *  and  he  defied  oppoiition 
to  produce  a  tingle  collection  of 
treaties,  in  which  there  was  not  in 
aim  oil  every  page,  a  contraCt  of  a 
Iimilar  tendency. 

If  Mr.  Pitt  employed  invedtive 
on  this  occaiion,  Mr.  Fox  was  roll¬ 
ed  in  his  reply  to  a  language,  per¬ 
haps  more  pointed,  and  icarcely  lets 
fey  ere.  In  the  perianal  and  politi¬ 
cal  character  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  there  were  many 
qualities  and  habits,  which  had 
often  furp riled  him,  and  which  he 
believed  confounded  the  fpecula 
tions  of  every  man  tvho  had  ever 
much  con  fide  red  or  analilcd  his 
difpofition.  But  -  his  condudt  on 
that  night  had  reduced  all  that  was 
unaccountable,  incoherent,  and  con¬ 
tradictory  in  his  charadfer  in  times 
pall  to  a  mere  nothing.-  He  fhone 
out  in  a  new  light,  furpaffmg  even 
himfelf,  and  leaving  his  hearers 
wrapt  in  amazement,  uncertain, 
whether  moff  to  wonder  at  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fpeech  they  had  heard, 
or  the  frontiers  confidence  with 
which  that  fpeech  had  been  deli¬ 
vered.  Such  a  farrago  of  idle  and 
arrogant  declamation,  uttered  in  any 
other  place,  or  by  any  other  per- 
fon  on  the  fubjedi  in  queffion,  would 
naturally  have  filled  the  hearers  with 
aftonifhment  •  but  fpoken  by  that 
gentleman  within  thole  walls,  in  the 
.  prefence  of  men  who  were  witnelies 
of  all  the  proceedings  in  the  buii- 
jiefs,  .it  was  an  adt  of  boldnels,  a 
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fpecies  of  parliamentary  hardihood, 
not  to  be  accounted  for  upon  any 
known  and  received  rules  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfe  or  common  reaion. 

Mr.  Fox  remarked  upon  the  vail 
disparity  in  the  tone  of  temper,  and 
the  ftyle  of  expreffion,  exhibited  by 
Mr.  Pitt  upon  this  occahon,  from 
thole  which  he  had  employed  upon 
the  fkrft  introduction  of  the  twenty 
propositions.  In  that  debate  he 
had  obferved  that  the  ampulla  and 
the  f ef quip e da U a  verba ,  hi-s  magnifi¬ 
cent  terms,  his  verboie  .  periods  and 
bombaftic  fentiments,  were  for  once 
relinquilhed  in  exchange  for  a  lan¬ 
guage  and  manners  better  accom¬ 
modated  to  his  difa  if  rows  condition. 
Then  they  faw  that  prepofterous 
ambition,  that  gaudy  pride  and 
vaulting  vanity,  which  glared  be¬ 
yond  all  the  other  features  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  which  prompted  him  to 
look  down  with  contempt,  upon  his 
political  coadjutors,  melt  away. 
Then  they  faw  him  defcend  to  a 
curious  and  mo  ft  affeCting  fympa- 
thy  with  the  other  fupporters  of 
the  fyftem,  as  well  as  into  fome- 
thing  like  a  modeft  and  civil  demea¬ 
nour  towards  thofe  who  oppofed 
it.  But  the  change  was  tran¬ 
sient  and  temporary.  Mr.  Pitt  had 
relapfed  into  his  favourite  and  dar¬ 
ling  habits.  Nerved  with  new 
rancour,  and  impelled  with  frefh 
vehemence,  he  milled  blindly  for¬ 
ward.  Mr.  Fox  however  inferred 
from  this  conduct  that  he  was  re¬ 
duced  to  the  laft  extremity.  Find¬ 
ing  it  unpoftible  to  fay  one  word  in 
favour  of  his  deformed  and  mi  fer¬ 
al)  le  fyftem,  he  was  obliged  to  throw 
out  a  feries  of  invectives,  and  by 
exhibiting  a  lift  of  charges,  charges 
which  at  the  moment  he  gave  them 
utterance,  he  knew  to  be  abfolutely 
.and  entirely  defdtute  of  every  vei- 
tige  of  truth,  to  engage  the  atten¬ 
tion  and  divert,  the  notice  of  the 

i  -i 


HISTORY.  167 

houfe  from  his  own  wretched  and 
contemptible  ichemes. 

Mix  Fox  took  notice  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
having  reflected  on  Mr.  Sheridan 
for  the  length  of  his  declamation. 
Such  a  charge  came,  with  peculiar 
grace  from  that  gentleman,  who, 
like  himfelf,  was  under  the  necelfi- 
ty  of  troubling  the  houfe  much  of- 
tener  and  for  a  much  longer  time 
than  might  be  agreeable.  Grate¬ 
ful  for  the  indulgence  with  which 
they  were  favoured,  and  thankful 
for  the  patience  and  politenefs  with 
which  they  were  honoured,  they 
fhould  certainly  be  the  laft  to  con¬ 
demn  that,  in  which  themfelves  were 
the  greatefttranfgreftbrs.  Mr.  Fox 
added,  that,  if  an  almoft  uniform  de¬ 
viation  from  the  immediate  fubjeCf 
in  difcuffion,  if  abandoning  fair  ar¬ 
gument  for  illiberal  declamation, 
if  frequently  quitting  found  fenfe 
for  indecent  farcalms,  and  prefer- 
ing  to  roufe  the  paffions  and  to  in¬ 
flame  the  prejudices  of  his  auditory 
to  the  convincing  their  underftand- 
ings  and  informing  their  judg¬ 
ments,  tended  to  diminifh  the  title 
of  any  member  of  that  houfe  to  a 
more  than  common  portion  of  its 
temper  and  endurance,  he  did  not 
know  any  man  who  would  have  fo 
ill  founded  a  claim  upon  fuch  fa¬ 
vours  as  Mr.  Pitt  himfelf. 

The  charge,  of  fhifting  their 
ground  and  playing  a  double  game, 
which  Mr.  Pitt  had  made  upon  the 
oppofition,  Mr.  Fox  confidered  as 
particularly  unguarded  and  unfor¬ 
tunate.  He — he  to  talk  of  their 
fhifting  their  ground  !  he,  who  had 
fhifted  his  ground  till  in  truth  he 
had  no  ground  to  Hand  upon  !  he, 
who  had  affumcd  fo  many  fhapeig 
colours  and  characters  in  the  prc  - 
grefs  of  this  extraordinary  under 
taking !  he,  who  had  proclaimed 
determinations  only  to  recede  from 
them*  and  afierted  principles  on'P, 


BRITISH  AND 


1 6$ 


to  renounce  them  !  he,  whofe 
whole  conduct  from  the  firft  mo¬ 
ment  the  fyllem  had  been  propo'fed 
Was  one  continued  chain  of  tricks, 
q nibbles,  fubterfuges  and  tergiverfa- 
tions,  uniform  alone  in  contradic¬ 
tion  and  in’confiftencies  f  he,  who 
had  played  a  double  game  with 
England,  and  a  double  game  with 
Ireland,  and  juggled  both  nations 
by  a  train  of  unparalleled  fubtlety  ! 
Let  the  houfe  re  fieri:  upon  thefe  cir- 
cumflances,  and  then  let  them 
judge  whether  a  g roller  piece  of 
iMfadity  was  ever  heard  of,  than 
that  the  author  of  all  this  miferabie 
foolery,  fbould  charge  others  with 
tergiverfation  and  duplicity. 

But  it  was  not  in  retorting  thefe 
filly  charges  that  they  relied  their 
defence  upon  thefe  points.  It 
were  indeed  a  hardfhip  and  injuf- 
tice,that,becaufe  they  combated  the 
deferits  of  a  new  fcheme,  they 
fiiould  be  liable  to  the  charge  of 
fhifting  their  ground  againfl  an  old 
one  no  longer  the  objeri  of  difeuf- 
fion.  Mr.  Fox  added,  that,  if  it 
Was  true,  that  ingratitude  was  the 
Worfl  of  fin0,  he  could  fee  no  other 
light  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  appeared 
but  -that  of  the  worfl  of  finners. 
What  a  pernicious  fcheme  would 
this  have  been,  unpurged  by  their 
amendments !  and  now  what  a  re¬ 
turn  did  he  make  them  ?  But  there 
were  proud  and  fullen  fouls  in  the 
world,  enveloped  in  a  fafiidious  ad.* 
miration  of  themfelves,  arid  an  auf- 
tere  and  haughty  contempt  for  the 
rdf  of  the  world  ;  upon  whom  ob¬ 
ligation  had  only  the  effect  of  en¬ 
mity,  and  whofe  hatred  was  beft 
fecu red  by  redeeming  them  from 
danger  and  diChonour. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  argia 
-merit  of  Mr.  Pitt  from  the  cafe  of 
treaties  between  fove  reign  dates. 
In  this  cafe  one  date  bound  itfeff 
to  do fomething defined,  and  fpecific, 
when  fhb  other  adopted. feme  defin¬ 


ed  and  fpecific  meafure.  There  was 
no  condition  of  fervitude  and  obe¬ 
dience,  but  a  mutual  agreement  to 
accomplifh  fomething,  underflood 
and  particularized,  by  common  con- 
fent,  and  for  their  common  advan¬ 
tage.  To  make  the  cafes  fimilar,  an 
inflance  fhofold  be  produced,  which 
Mr.  Fox  affirmed  could  not  be  found 
in  the  hi  (lory  of  mankind,  where  one 
independent  ftate  bound  itfelf  fo- 
lemniy  to  do  any  thing  undefined, 
unfpecific,  and  uncertain,  at  the 
arbitrary  demand  of  another.  Mr. 
Fox  concluded  with  repeating  a 
fentiment,  at  which  he  had  hinted 
in  the  former  difeuifions  of  this  bull- 
nefs.  He  would  not  barter  Englifh 
commerce  for  Irifh  flavery.  That 
was  not  the  price  he  would  pay, 
and  that  was  not  the  thing  he  would 
pur  chafe. 

The  proportions  having  been 
more  than  three  months  under  the 
confideration  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  they  were  at  length  on  the 
thirtieth  of  May  carried  up  to  the 
houfe  of  lords.  Here  they  experi¬ 
enced  a  violent  oppofiti  on,  and  a  mo  ft 
minute  and  accurate  mveiltgation  on 
the  part  of  lord  Loughborough,  and 
particularly  ©f  lord  vifeount  Stor¬ 
mont.  A  number  of  detached  and 
verbal  amendments,  which  were 
brought  up  by  that  nobleman  re¬ 
ceived  the  fanflion  of  the  houfe. 
The  earl  of  Carlifle  and  lord  Fitz- 
wiUiam  took  an  inferior  part  in  the 
conteil  that  was  maintained  againfl 
the  propofed  arrangement.  A  quef- 
tion  underwent  confiderable  agit¬ 
ation,  whether  the  manufacturers 
fliould  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe,  and  whether  if  they  were 
heard,  they  fliould  be  attended  by 
council  ?  Both  points  were  carried 
with  fome  modifications.  In  the 
debate  upon  this  (fuc  11  ion  an  ex- 
prelfion  e  leaped  lord  Camden  which 
underwent  confiderable  amniadyef-' 
non.  In-  cenfuring  the  manufac- 
5  turers> 
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turers,  he  declared  that  the  defign 
of  hearing  them,  by  th'emielves  and 
council,  was  of  no  ule  but  for 
puzzling  the  caufe  and  occafioning 
delay.  The  manufacturers  had  un- 
necefTarily  teazed  and  tormented 
the  houfe  of  commons  with  a  large 
body  of  evidence,  and  a  printed  copy 
of  that  evidence  was  now  on  the 
table  of  the  houfe  of  lords.  The 
duke  of  Richmond,  lord  Thurlow, 
lord  Sydney,  lord  Gower,  and  lord 
'Waliingham,  each  of  them  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  fupport  of  the  refac¬ 
tions,  As  the  arguments  which 
were  employed  by  the  leaders  of 
either  party  were  neceilanly  co-in¬ 
cident  with  thole  which  had  been 
employed  in  the  houfe  of  commons  ; 
perhaps  the  molt  important  inform¬ 
ation  reflecting  this  part  of  the 
progrefs,  will  be  found  to  conlift 
in  the  fentiments  of  thole  noble¬ 
men,  who  regarded  themfelves  as 
mod  detached  from  any  particular 
party  or  connexion.  Lord  vilcount 
Townfhend  was  delirous,  in  deliver¬ 
ing  his  fentiments,  to  dilcharge  the 
duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  and 
in  a  queflion  of  fuch  infinite  im¬ 
portance  to  regiffer  to  pofierity  the 
part  he  Ihould  take.  He  profeifed 
to  attach  himfelf  much  to  the  fide 
of  Ireland  in  this  queftion.  He  ap¬ 
plauded  the  change  the  propofitions 
had  undergone,  and  confidered  as 
laudable  the  concefiions,  and,  as 
they  had  been  called,  the  inconfift- 
cncies  of  the  minider.  He  fugged- 
«d  his  doubts  refpedfing  the  pro¬ 
priety  and  condrmdion  of  the  fourth 
propofition.  He  widied  the  here¬ 
ditary  revenue  of  Ireland  to  have 
remained  in  its  original  fituation  ; 
but  he  was  not  delirous  of  cmbar- 
ralfing  a  fy Item,  of  the  failure  of 
which,  he.  owned,  that  he  dreaded 
the  confequences. 

Two  noblemen  whofe  opinions 
and  declarations  on  this  fubjebt 
attracted  a  particular  degree  of  the 
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public  attention  were  the  earl  of 
Shelburne,  lately  created  marquis 
of  I.anfdown,  and  lord  vilcount 
Sackville.  They  were  both  of  them 
men  of  eminent  abilities,  of  deep 
relearch  in  the  topics  of  political 
knowledge,  and  of  confummate  ex¬ 
perience.  Lord  Lanl’d© wn  had 
been  the  friend  of  lord  Chatham* 
and  in  a  manner  the  patron  and  in¬ 
troducer  of  Mr.  Pitt  into  public 
life.  The  character  which  has  com¬ 
monly  been  aferibed  to  him  is  that 
of  unbounded  ambition  ;  and  he 
was  regarded  as  entertaining  lome 
degree  of  perlbnal  pique  and  relent- 
ment,  at  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Pitt  had  bur  ft  from  the  tram¬ 
mels  of  pupillage,  and  placed  him¬ 
felf  at  fo  early  an  age  at  the  head 
of  adminillration.  Lord  Sackville 
appeared  to  be  at  this  moment  def- 
titute  of  every  fort  of  bias  that 
could  millead  his  judgment  or  cor¬ 
rupt  his  integrity.  Pie  was  confi- 
derably  advanced  in  years,  and  his 
health  had  for  fome  time  been  pre¬ 
carious  and  infirm.  He  iurviyed 
the  period  of  which  we  are  treating 
fcarceiy  more  than  a  month. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  in 
traduced  what  he  had  to  lay  with 
obferving,  that  with  refpedt  to  the 
prefent  arrangement,  he  Ihould  not 
enter  into  any  difcufiion  of  the  in- 
tereils  of  Ireland,  as  that  care  more 
properly  belonged  to  her  own  par¬ 
liament.  He  paid  many  compli¬ 
ments  to  the  evidence  of  the  ma* 
nufadturers.  They  were  lenlible, 
enlightened,  clear-headed  and  pro¬ 
vident.  He  had  always  been  in 
habits  of  intercourfe  and  friendship 
with  them  ;  and  if  at  any  time  he. 
had  been  able  to  advance  any  thing* 
in  that  houfe  on  fubjedts  oftradp, 
which  had  recommended  itfelf.  to 
their  attention,  he  was  indebted 
for  it  tp  the  information  he  had 
gained  from  the:  manufacturers  and 
merchants  of  Great  Britain.  Hut 
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when  he  fpoke  it  thefe  terms,  it 
muft  be  remembered  that  the  raa- 
nufa&urers  were  men.  influenced  by- 
prejudices  and  fubjebt  to  error, 
particularly  where  they  were  blind¬ 
ed  by  personal  intereft,  To  fuch 
a  length  did  they  puih  this,  that  if 
one  were  to  afk  a  manufacturer  of 
Halifax,  what  was  the  greateft  crime 
upon  earth ;  was  it  felony,  was  it 
murder,  was  it  parricide  ?  he  would 
anfwer,  no,  none  of  thefe  ;  it  was 
the  exporting  of  wool.  Lord  Lanf- 
down  {poke  of  the  inftitution  of  the 
chamber  of  manufacturers.  It  was 
nearly  like  what  he  had  long  willi- 
ed  to  fee  eftablifh&cl  in  the  city  of 
London.  He  confeffed  he  was  an 
enemy  to  people’s  affembling  and 
giving  themfelves  what  names  they 
pleafed.  He  hoped  however  that 
the  chamber  would  confine  itfelf 
to  its  Ample  objeCt,  and  not  har¬ 
bour  the  idea  of  fetting  itfelf  up 
as  a  body,  to  overawe  parliament, 
or  to  interfere  with  the  political 
meafures  of  the  country. 

Lord  Lajifdown  entered  into 
the  particular  con  fraction  of  the 
propoledmTangement.  He  declar¬ 
ed  that  Ireland  having  an  unlimit¬ 
ed  trade,  would  by  no  means  enable 
her  to  beat.  England  out  of  the  fo¬ 
reign  markets.  She  was,  equally 
incapable  of  the  carrying  trade. 
She  had  little  capital,  and  the  va¬ 
lue  of  money  was  higher  in  Ireland 
fjihan  any  where  elfe.  Lord  Stor¬ 
mont  had  intimated  that  a  ftip ill¬ 
ation  to  receive  Irifli  linens  duty 
free  for  ever,  and  to  continue  the 
duties  on  foreign  linens  might  be 
attended  with  pernicious  confe- 
quences  in  a  future  negociation 
with  foine  foreign  power.  Lord 
Lanfdown  was  not  afraid  of  thefe 
corifequencos.  Lie  was  lure  no 
prince  in  Europe  would  load  Bri- 
tifti  manufactures  with  prohibitory 
duties  for  fuch  a  reafon.  He  would 
defpife  their  impotent  menaces.  It 
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was  the  material  diftindfion  between 
this  country  and  the  powers  on  the 
continent,  that  there  was  not  one  of 
them  who  muff  not  faerifice  its  com¬ 
mercial  to  its  public  interefts  ; 
but  with  England  it  was  other- 
wife.  It  had  been  fuggetted  that 
in  confequence  of  the  new  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  hereditary  revenue,  Ire¬ 
land  might  diiband  the  three  thou* 
fand  men  flic  at  prefent  lent  to  Eng¬ 
land.  He  fhould  rather  reflect  with 
fatisfadfion,  that  inflead  of  three 
thoufand,  whenever  the  exigencies 
of  England  might  require  k,  Ire¬ 
land  might  fend  fifteen  thoufand 
men,  her  whole  military  eitablifh- 
ment,  to  our  aid,  as  file  was  herfelf 
fecure  from  invafion  through  the 
numbers,  difcipline,  and  fpirit  of 
her  volunteer  army.  Lord  Lanf¬ 
down  treated  the  idea  of  an  union  as 
impracticable.  He  obferved  upon, 
the  difadvantages  that  had  refulted 
from  the  want  of  a  parliament  fit¬ 
ting  in  Scotland.  In  the  rebellion 
of  1745,  had  I)een  thoroughly 
informed,  that  the  extent  of  the  e- 
vil  had  not  been  known  to  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  that  country.  The  " 
fame  thing  had  lately  been  intfanced 
in  refpedt  of  the  Roman  catholics  of 
Scotland.  A  toleration  had  been 
granted,  without  fufpicion  of  of¬ 
fence  to  the  inhabitants,  till  we 
heard  of  the  outrages  that  were 
committed  in  Edinburgh  and  Glaf- 
gow.  The  objection  was  much- 
ftronger,  when  it  was  applied  to  a 
country  feparated  from  us  like  Ire¬ 
land.  Be  fide,  there  was  fcarcely 
any  confidence  in  either  country  in 
its  refpedtive  parliament  ;  ■  and 
though  the  caufe  of  fuch  want  of 
confidence  was  eafily  known,  it  was 
not  fo  eafy  to  apply  a  remedy, 
Thefe  were  a.  few,  and  but  a  few, 
of  the  obftacles  which  lay  in  the 
way  of  an  union.  High  minded 
and  jealous  as  were  .the  people  of 
Ireland,  we  mu  ft  firft  learn  whether 

they 
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they  would  confent  to  give  up  their 
difiinCt  empire,  their  parliament, 
and  all  the  honours  which  belong- 
edto  their  royalty  and  date. 

Lord  Lanldown  was  copious  in 
his  expreffions  of  confidence  in  the 
prefent  adminiftration.  They  mull 
be  loll  in  the  mod  criminal  infatu¬ 
ation,  if  they  had  not  prepared 
this  great  fyftem  with  due  and  pro¬ 
per  deliberation ;  if  they  had  not 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  i'ts  bear- 
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mgs  and  its  tendencies,  and  con- 
fultedwith  every  individual  capable 
of  giving  them  light  and  aiiiflanee. 
He  had  the  utmoll  reliance  on  the 
indullry  and  abilities  of  the  noble¬ 
man  who  was  at  the  head  of  affairs 
in  Ireland,  and  on  thole  of  his  le- 
cretary.  Their  property  was  one 
ground  of  confidence  ;  and  he  was 
at  lead  certain  that  they  would  not 
difgrace  themfelves  in  a  tranfafilion 
to  which  they  were  in  every  refpeCl 
equal.  He  could  not  take  upon 
himfelf  to  fay  what  were  the  pre¬ 
fent  temper  and  difpofition  of  lie- 
land  with  regard  to  the  refblutionso 
Fie  was  jud  from  the  woods,  and 
he  had  not  thought  proper,  from 
the  path  which  he  had  prefcribed  to 
himfelf  in. this  bufinefs,  to  be  very 
inquifitive.  But  from  the  common, 
information  of  a  private  man,  he 
could  alfert,  that  delay*  would  be 
mod  dangerous  ;  and  that,  if  the 
prefent  feffion  were  to  pais  without 
ibmething  decifive  being  done,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  anfwer  for  the 
confequences.  If  this  were  not  the 
proper  meafure,  what  was  to  be  fub- 
fhtuted  ?  How  were  the  jarring  opi- 
!  nions  of  that  houfe  to  be  recon- 
|  ciled  ?  They  might  find  fault  with 
!  the  fyflem,  and  fay  it  was  badly 
{  planned,  and  not  likely  to  have  the 
»  defired  etfefih  L hey  might  fay  that 
i  the  author  was  too  young,  and  was 
t  ignorant  of  what  lliould  confiitute 
J  a  mini  her.  That  if  they  were  in 
1  place  they  could  do  better,  and  that 
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if  another  had  remained  ill  his  litli* 
ation  a  little  longer,  every  thing 
would  have  been  fettled.  They1 
might  exclaim,  how  in  the  name  of 
God,  did  this  man  twid  himfelf  in  to 
be  a  minider  !  But  we  were  to  take 
things  as  we  found  them,  and  deli¬ 
berately  reflect  upon  the  confe¬ 
quences  before  we  decided.  One 
of  the  mod  ferious  interells  of  the 
country  was  at  dake,'  and  blood- 
died  might  attend  the  podponement 
of  the  bufinefs. 

Lord  Sackville  declared,  that  the 
falutary  effects  which  were  propofed 
to  be  the  refult  of  finally  edabliih- 
ing  the  refolutions  into  a  law,  were 
what  every  member  of  the  houfe, 
and  every  individual,  who  panted 
for  the  liberty  of  his  country,  un¬ 
doubtedly  widied.  But  he  was  byr 
no  means  fatisfied  that  they  would 
be  productive  of  ail  thofe  advan¬ 
tages  which  their  advocates  fug-gell¬ 
ed.  He  felt  a  particular  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  conduCt  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers.  They  had  proceeded  with 
ferioufnefs  and  hesitation.  Their 
general  reafoning  on  the  complex¬ 
ion  of  the  whole  fyftem,  involved 
and  complicated  as  it  was,  appeared 
to  him  unaniwerable.  He  particu¬ 
larly  coincided  with  them  in  their 
affertioii,  that  there  was  in  the  re¬ 
folutions  no  trace  of  that  mutual 
benefit,  that  reciprocity,  which  was 
faid  to  confHtute  the  bafis  of  the 
whole.  He  conceived  no  very  high 
prefages  of  the  revenue  that  was  to 
be  derived  from  Ireland.  He  was 
difpofed  to  trufi  to  the  generality  of 
that  country,  and  he  urged  the 
houfe  at  all  events  to  erafe  every  fii- 
p illation  of  this  kind  from  the  let- 
dement.  He  thought  it  required 
no  great  forefight  to  predict  the 
confequences  which  would  arife 
from  the  entire  lyfiem.  The  rn af¬ 
ter  was  trivial  to  him,  in  compari- 
fon  with  many  men  in  that  houfe. 
He  could  be  only  interefied  for  po¬ 
ller  ity. 
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Verity.  He  was  come  to  a  time  of 
life  when  it  did  not  become  t  jm  to 
be  very  deeply  aifedted  by  political 
decifions-  But  he  law  thole  whofe 
age  entitled  them  to  look  forward  to 
futurity  with  more  {anguine  expec¬ 
tations.  To  them  the  fyftem  was 
Angularly  important ;  and  fhould  it 
finally  be  ad  pted,  many  of  them, 
he  doubted  not,  would  live  to  curie 
the  day  that  gave  it  birth.  He  law 
in  its  afpect  incurable  jealoufies, 
and  endlels  difcord. 

Lord  Sackville  was  earneft  in  the 
recommendation  of  an  entire  union. 
Where  two  nations  were  one  only 
on  commercial  principles,  he  knew 
not  by  what  means  they  could  a- 
srree  or  harmonize  with  each  other. 
But  where  all  their  dependence  was 
placed  in  the  fame  legiilature,  every 
fource  of  jealoufy,  fufpicion,  and 
diftruft,  was  for  ever  at  an  end  It 
had  been  denied  that  fuch  a  meafure 
could  be  effected.  But  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  infurmou arable-,  diffi¬ 
culties.  Was  an  efoual  reprefenta- 
tion  in  the  houfe  of  commons  the 
obftacle  to  the  meafure  recommend¬ 
ed  ?  He  trailed  that  few  peers  were 
of  that  opinion.  It  was  obvious 
from  what  had  happened,  that  what 
would  atfebt  to  be  called  a  fyilem  of 
reform,  had  not  the  concurrence  of 
any  very  large  body  of  men  in  ei¬ 
ther  country.  Though  the  mini- 
ller  was  profeffedly  for  the  meal ure, 
but  a  very  moderate  number  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  of  either  nation 
had  concurred  with  him  on  theque- 
flion.  This  objection  therefore  he 
deemed  the  leali  formidable,  which 
a  meafure  of  fuch  magnitude  and 
importance,  as  a  union  of  the  two 
nations.,  would  have  to  encounter. 
Indeed,  he  faw  nothing  extremely 
impracticable  in  the  propofition.  It 
was  not  lei s  the  intereft  of  Ireland 
than  it  was  of  England.  He  warn¬ 
ed  the  houfe  to  conlider,  whether 


the  refolutions  included  any  thing 
of  an  inndious  nature.  Whatever 
was  for  the  general  good  of  both 
countries,  Ireland  would  not  refill ; 
but  they  were  too  lharp-lighted  and 
too  wife  to  be  impofed  upon.  He 
hoped  the  prefent  bufmefs  might 
yet  be  lufp ended.  In  that  cafe, 
fhould  no  other  lord  undertake  the 
bufmefs,  old  as  he  was,  he  would 
himfelf  move  an  addrefs  to  the  fo~ 
vereign,  that  Heps  might  be  taken 
for  accomplifhing  an  union,  and 
commiffioners  appointed  to  adjuft 
this  important  objedl,  on  which  the 
profperity  of  each  eountr  and  the 
whole  empire  fo  much  depended. 
Lord  Sackville  concluded  with  mov¬ 
ing,  “  that  the  propolitions  fhould 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  that 
day  four  months.”  Upon  this  ul¬ 
timate  queftion  the  houfe  divided, 
contents  30,  not  contents  84. 

The  Irilh  refolutions  were  fent 
down  from  the  houfe  of  lords  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  on  the  nineteenth 
of  July.  On  this  occalion  a  conii- 
derable  debate  took  place  in  the 
lower  houfe.  The  bufinefs  was 
concluded  with  a  motion  from  Mr. 
Pitt,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  up¬ 
on  the  balls  of  the  refolutions.  The 
bill  was  read  a  flrft  time  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  Mi  gull,  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  July  an  addrefs  to  the  fo- 
vereign  was  agreed  on  by  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  acquainting 
him  with  what  they  had  done  in  the 
bu hnefs,  and  adding,  that  it  u  re¬ 
mained  for  the  parliament  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  judge  of  the  conditions  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  wifdom  and  difere- 
tion,  as  well  as  of  every  other  part 
of  the  fettlemenf  propofed  to  be  efta- 
blifocd  by  mutual  vonfent.”  Im¬ 
mediately  after  the  fir  ft  reading  of 
the  bill,  the  houfe  adjourned  to  the 
twenty-feventh  of  October,  and  on 
the  thirtieth  of  September  it  was 
prorogued  by  royal  proclamation. 
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1.  T  N  November  lad,  the  rev. 

X  Dr.  Seabury,  a  D.  D.  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  formerly  a  perfecu  ted  Ameri¬ 
can  miffionary,  after  having  applied 
in  vain  to  the  Englifh  bench  of  bi- 
fhops,  with  the  mod  honourable 
credentials,  was  confecrated  bifhop 
of  Connecticut  in  partibus  infidc - 
Hum,  by  the  epifcopal  college  at 
Aberdeen  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the 
five  nonjuring  Scotch  prelates,  who 
have  regularly  kept  up  and  conti¬ 
nued  their  fucceffion  in  that  king¬ 
dom  ever  lince  epifcopacy  was  abo- 
lifhed.  Whether  this  firft  Ameri¬ 
can  prelate  will  apply,  or  not,  and 
with  what  fuccefs,  for  the  large 
turns  bequeathed  by  archbifhops 
Tenifon  and  Seeker,  and  bifhop  Ben- 
fon,  towards  the  edablifhment  and 
fupport  of  epifcopacy  on  that  con¬ 
tinent,  time  mull  fhew. 

- —  A  great  caufe  came  on  to  be 
tried  in  the  court  of  Exchequer, 
Dublin,  on  the  3d  of  December, 
1784,  between  the  king  and  meffirs. 
Connor,  merchants.,  which  was  de¬ 
cided  in  favour  of  the  latter...  The 
fubjedt  of  litigation  was  as  follows  ■: 
on  the  equalizing  duties  being  pair¬ 
ed,  there  was  a  duty  of  1  id.  4  per 
pound  laid  on  tobacco  imported 
from  America,  but  by  l'ome  miflake 
tobacco  imported  from  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  or  eliewhere,  was  not  men¬ 
tioned.  MefTrs.  Connor  therefore 
entered  a  large  quantity  of  tobacco 
frog}.  Great  Britain  (the  duty  of 


which,  if  entered  from  America 
would  have  amounted  to  upwards 
of  3000I.  but  under  an  old  unre*? 
pealed  adt  of  William  and  Mary, 
at  2d.  4  per  pound)  ;  and  inconse¬ 
quence  of  the  ©million  in  the  late 
adls  for  equalizing  the  duties  have 
got  this  verdidf,  by  which  they  will 
clear  2000I. 

—  At  a  coal-pit  near  Mancheder* 
on  Saturday  the  1  ith  of  December, 
as  fbon  as  the  fi-rlt  man  had  got 
down  to  work,  a  large  part  of  the 
mouth  of  the  pit  fell  in,  and  iliut 
him  up  in  darknefs.  Every  effort 
was  tried  to  deliver  him  from  this 
dreadful  prifon,  but  without  effedl, 
till  the  Saturday  following,  when, 
to  the  adonifhment  of  all  who  faw 
him,  he  was  dug  out  alive ;  but  a 
mod  fhocking  objedf,  worn  dowm 
by  fatigue  in  endeavouring,  by  im- 
ceffant  labour,  to  work  his  deliver¬ 
ance,  and  emaciated  with  hunger* 
and  thiril,  till  he  was  to  appearance 
a  living  fkeleton.  He  languifhed  a 
few  hours,  but  no  means  could  pre- 
ferve  his  life. 

—  On  the  24th  of  December, 
about  nine  at  night,  a  fire  was  dif- 
covered  in  the  Hoop  Anne,  captain 
Kidd.,  lying  in  the  middle  of  the 
harbour  of  Leith,  the  flames  of 
which  burft  from  the  cabin.  The 
veffel  w'as  lying  in  the  third  tier 
from  the  quay  ;  and  it  being  low 
water,  it  was  next  to  a  miracle  that 
the  whole  fleet,  more  than  200  in 
number,  were  not  all  reduced  to 
afhes.  Fortunately  for  Leith,  in 
CA  2)  abou$ 
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about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  the 
fire  was  got  under. 

Kxtracl  of  a  letter  from  Levees, 
fan .  3. 

Laft:  Monday  a  ftfherman,  be¬ 
longing  to  Haftings,  was  fhot  thro’ 
the  head  by  a  light  dragoon  belongs 
ing  to  general  Harcourt’s  regiment, 
quartered  in  this  county.  The  cir- 
cumfrances  attending  the  above 
murder  were  as  follows  :  three  fql- 
diers  were  aftiiting  lbme  revenue  of¬ 
ficers  in  the  feizure  of  feverai  boats 
lying  on  the  beach  there  of  an  il¬ 
legal  ftruclure,  when  the  deceafed, 
to  prevent  his  boat  being  feized, 
attempted  to  put  to  fea  with  her, 
but  by  the  time  he  had  got  her  a- 
fioat,  he  was  fired  upon  by  three 
foidiers,  and  immediately  dropped 
dead  in  his  boat,  a  ball  having 
pafted  through  his  head  as  above 
mentioned.  A  boy  was  in  the  boat 
with  the  deceafed,  but  fortunately 
efcaped  unhurt,  though  a  ball  went 
through  her  very  near  him.  The 
coroner’s  jury  fat  on  the  body,  and 
brought  in  their  verdidt  wilful  mur¬ 
der,  whereupon  the  offenders  were 
committed  to  the  gaol  of  the  above 
place.  The  people  were  at  fir  If  fo 
exafperated  at  the  rafh  conduct  of 
the  prifoners,  that  fome  very  dis¬ 
agreeable  confequences  were  appre¬ 
hended  from  it ;  but  the  criminals 
being  very  heavily  ironed,  they 
were  in  fome  meafure  appealed. 
The  deceafed  was  named  George 
Wood, 

6,  Early  on  Wednefday  morning 
the  houfe  of  Mr,  Henry  Springall, 
timbe»merchant,  in  Eafi-lane,  Ber- 
ynondfey,  was  broke  open,  and  rob* 
bed  of  about  700  ounces  of  plate, 
Sind  a  pocket-book  containing  bills 
and  notes  of  hand  to  the  amount  of 
121  cl,  befides  bonds,  policies  of 
infu  ranee,  bills  of  Tale,  The 

papers  were  recovered  in  an  extra* 
ordinary  manner,  Puring  the  l^lk 


I  P  A  L  [January4 

execution  in  the  Old  Bailey,  Mr. 
Leech,  of  Snow-hill^  going  into  the 
kitchen,  found  his  two  maid  fer- 
vants  bufily  employed  in  examining 
the  contents  of  a  pocket-book,  which 
they  faid  had  been  thrown  down 
the  area.  Air.  Leech  foon  difeo- 
vered  to  whom  it  belonged,  and 
went  with  it  immediately  to-  Mr. 
Springall’s,  who  happened  not  to 
be  at  home  ;  he  therefore  left  word 
what  bufinefs  he  called  about,  and 
when  he  returned  depofited  the 
pocket-book  with  Air.  file  riff  Bates. 
It  was  this  morning  refiored  to  the 
owner,  with  all  its  contents.  Mr, 
Springall  went  yefterday  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  office,  in  Eow-fireet,  to  learn  if 
there  was  any  probability  of  reco^ 
vering  his  property.  Sir  Sampfon 
Wright  told  him  that  the  pocket- 
book  was  all  that  he  flood  any 
chance  of  getting  again,  as  it  was 
of  no  ufe  to  any  per  fan  but  him- 
felf ;  as  to  the  plate,  he  had  not  a 
doubt  of  its  having  been  melted  in 
a  very  fiiort  time  after  the  robbery. 
Air.  Springall’s  houfe  was  lecured 
in  the  belt  poifible  manner  with 
bars,  bolts,  &c.  of  an  enormous 
thicknefs.  It  is  imagined  the  vil- 
lains  were  difiurbed,  as  the  clofct 
from  which  they  took  the  plate  con¬ 
tained  qoo  ounces  more. 

—  Yefterday,  George  Owen, 
who  was  ordered  for  execution  the 
Wednefday  before,  but  refpited  the 
preceding  day  (fee  Vol.  V.  p.  105, 
107),  was  executed  at  Newgate, 
pie  was  p  repo  Hefted  with  a  nation 
that  he  fliould  receive  the  royal 
mercy,  to  the  laft  moment  of  his 
cxiftence.  He  had  a  week  befoie 
been  perfectly  reconciled  to  his  fen- 
tence,  and  often  declared  he  fliould 
have  felt  no  regret  at  leaving  the 
world  at  that  period.  His  unex¬ 
pected  refpite,  and  the  fqm  left  him 
by  his  father  (near  700I.  and  a 
freehold  of  C2I,  per  annum)  re¬ 
called 
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called  all  his  affe&ion  for  fublunary 
enjoyments.  On  leaving  his  cell, 
he  laid,  “  Surely  God  will  grant 
me  a  longer  life  and  intreated  the 
fheriffs  to  wait  for  fome  “  good 
news.”  Their  humanity,  upon  this 
melancholy  occafion,  does  them  ho- 
nour.  They  poftponed  the  poor 
creature’s  execution  till  near  two 
hours  after  the  ufual  time.  He  de- 
fired  to  give  the  lignal,  by  drop- 
ping  a  handkerchief ;  but  continu¬ 
ed  fo  long  (near  half  an  hour)  with¬ 
out  making  that  fign,  that  the  ex¬ 
ecutioner  was  ordered  to  drop  the 
feaffold. 

7.  The  wind  being  N.  N.  W. 
very  moderate,  and  the  fkv  clear, 
Mr.  Blanchard,  accompanied  by 
Dr.  Jeffries,  took  his  departure  for 
the  continent  in  his  balloon,  from 
the  callle  at  Dover.  Nine  bags  of 
ballad  ;  the  French  edition  of  Mr. 
Blanchard’s  Voyage  with  Mr.  Shel¬ 
don  ;  a  large  inflated  bladder,  con¬ 
taining  a  number  of  letters  from 
people  of  diftindtion  in  this  country 
to  feveral  of  the  French  nobility  ; 
a  compafs  and  fome  philosophical 
inftruments ;  afmall  bottle  of  bran¬ 
dy  ;  two  beautiful  filk-  enfigns, 
Englifh  and  French  ;  a  few  bifcuits  ; 
and  two  cork  jackets  ;  made  the 
whole  of  their  cargo.  They  ai- 
cended  at  r  3  minutes  paft  one,  clofe 
to  the  large  gun,  well  knowrn  by 
the  name  of  Queen  Anne’s  Pocket 
Pidol.  Mr.  Blanchard  kept  the 
balloon  in  exadt  equilibrium  for  a 
conliderable  time.  The  greateft 
lilence  reigned  among  the  fpedta- 
tors,  until  Mr.  Blanchard  had  got 
fo  far  from  the  cliff  as  to  be  over 
the  fea  :  he  flood  eredt  in  the  car, 
and  fainted  the  fpectators  mod 
gracefully,  by  bowing,  taking  off 
his  hat,  and  waving  his  entign.  Pie 
was  then  cheered  by  the  loudell  ac¬ 
clamations. —  44  I  cannot  deferibe 
to  you,”  fays  Dr.  Jeffries,  in  a  let- 
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ter  to  a  friend,  u  the  magnificence 
and  beauty  of  our  voyage.  When 
about  mid-channel,  and  at  high  ele* 
vation,  we  had  fuch  a  profpedt  of 
the  country  as  furpafies  my  deferip* 
tive  faculties ;  when  two-thirds  0® 
ver,  we  had  expended  the  whole 
of  our  ballad.  At  about  five  or  fix 
miles  from  the  French  coad,  we 
were  again  falling  rapidly  towards 
the  lea,  on  which  occadon  my  no¬ 
ble  little  captain  gave  orders,  and 
fet  the  example,  by  beginning  to 
drip  our  aerial  car,  fir  ft  of  our  filk 
and  finery  :  this  not  giving  us  fuf- 
ficient  rcleafe,  we  cad  one  wing, 
then  the  other  ;  after  which  I  was 
obliged  to  unferewand  cad  away  our 
mouiinet ;  yet  dill  approaching  the 
fea  very  fad,  and  the  boats  being 
much  alarmed  for  us,  we  cad  away, 
fird  one  anchor,  then  another  ;  af¬ 
ter  which  my  little  hero  dripped, 
and  threw  away  his  great  coat.  On 
this  I  was  compelled  to  follow  his 
example.  He  next  cad  away  his 
trowfers.  We  put  on  our  cork 
jackets,  and  luckily  at  this  indant  we 
found  the  mercury  beginning  to  fall 
in  the  barometer,  and  we  foon  af- 
cended  much  higher  than  ever,  and 
made  a  mod  beautiful  and  loftyentre 
into  France,  exactly  at  3  o’clock. 
We  entered  riling,  and  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  the  arc  we  deferibed 
brought  us  down  juft  twelve  miles 
into  the  country,  when  we  defend¬ 
ed  mod  tranquilly  into  the  inidd  of 
the  fored  De  Felmores,  almoft  as 
naked  as  the  trees,  not  an  inch  of 
cord  or  rope  left,  no  anchor  or  any 
thing  to  help  us,  nor  a  being  with¬ 
in  feveral  miles.  My  good  little 
captain  begged  for  all  my  exertion 
to  dop  at  the  top  of  the  fird  tree  I 
could  reach.  I  luceeeded  beyond 
my  compi  ehenfion  ;  and  you  would 
have  laughed  to  fee  us,  each  with¬ 
out  a  coat  of  any  fort,  Mr.  Blan¬ 
chard  aid  fling  at  the  valve,  and  I 
(A3)  holding 
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holding  at  the  top  of  a  lofty  tree, 
and  the  balloon  playing  to  and  fro 
over  us,  holding  almofi  too  fevere 
a  conteft  for  my  arms.  It  took  ex¬ 
actly  twenty -eight  minutes  to  let 
out  air  enough  to  relieve  the  bal¬ 
loon  without  injury.  We  foon 
heard  the  wood  furrounded  by  foot¬ 
men,  horfemen,  &c.  and  received 
every  pofiihle  abidance  from  them. 

I  was  foon  well  mounted,  and  had 
a  fine  gallop  of  feven  miles.  We 
were  invited  to  the  chateau  of  M. 
de  Sandirouin,  where  we  received 
every  attention  and  refrelhment, 
and  at  nine  were  fent  away  in  a 
chariot  and  fix,  but  under  a  pro- 
mile  that  we  would  call  at  the  cha¬ 
teau  of  M.  Brounot  at  Ardingham, 
where  we  flayed  an  hour,  and  then 
fet  off  for  Calais,  where  we  arrived 
between  one  and  two  this  morning. 
The  guards  had  orders  to  let  usr 
pals,  the  commandant  having  fat 
up  for  us.  We  vifited  him,  and 
were  very  politely  received  ;  but 
the  attentions  of  M.  Mouron  and 
his  family  exceeded  all  defeription. 
This  morning  the  mayor,  governor, 
commandant,  and  officers,  in  a  bo¬ 
dy,  the  king’s  attorney-general, 
&c.  have  been  to  pay  us  a  congra¬ 
tulatory  vifir,  and  we  have  been 
complimented  as  they  compliment 
'the  king  alone,  by  fending  us  the 
wine  of  the  city.  A  patent  is  now 
making"  out  to  make  my  captain  a 
citizen  of  Calais.”— A  column  was 
ordered  to  be  e  rebled,  on  the  fpot 
where  the  aeronauts  alighted,  to 
perpetuate  the  event ;  and  the 
French  king  has  granted  to  Mr. 
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Blanchard  a  bounty  of  1 2,000  livres 
(525I.)  and  an  annuity  of  1200 
livres  (52!.  10s.) 

Kx  tract  of  a  loiter  from  Dublin , 
f ati .  1  * 

Thurfday  lafl,  John  Maflerfon 
was  brought  before  George  Low- 
ther,  efq.  of  Rilrae,  in  the  county 
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of  Meath,  for  attempting  to  break 
open  the .  dwelling-houfe  of  John 
Wilfon,  efq.  of  Rufti,  in  whofe 
neighbourhood  he,  with  his  accom¬ 
plices,  had  lately  committed  various 
robberies.  During  the  examination 
of  one  of  Mr.  Wilfon’s  fervants, 
the  prifoner  feized  a  charged  gun, 
which  the  fervant  had  left  care’Iefs* 
ly  near  him,  and  inflantly  fhot  one 
James  Mahon,  herd  to  Mr.  Wilfon, 
who,  with  leveral  others,  was  left  to 
guard  him  ;  the  gun  being  lo  near 
Mahon  as  to  drive  into  his  body  his 
fhirt,  clothes,  and  wadding,  of 
which  wound  he  languifhed  four 
hours,  and  died  in  thegreatefl  ago¬ 
nies.  So  hardened  was  the  villain 
who  perpetrated  this  horrid  mur¬ 
der,  as  to  declare,  that  he  would 
have  killed  without  reludtance 
twenty  men  who  would  oppofe  him, 
and  that  he  had  now  committed  an 
a<5l  worthy  of  being  fent  to  gaol  for. 
He  was  efcorted  to  Trim  under  a 
firong  guard. 

15.  Thurfday  the  coroner’s  in- 
queft  fat  on  the  body  of  a  young 
woman,  aged  21,  fervant  to  Mr. 
White,  lurgeon,  in  St.  Paul’s 
Church-yard,  who  was  accidentally 
poiloned  by  about  half  a  wine-glals 
of  laudanum,  given  inftead  of  tinc¬ 
ture  of  jalap,  for  a  fore  throat.  The 
fatal  dofe  was  taken  about  ten  at 
night,  when  file  was  in  bed.  Her 
fellow-fervant,  who  lay  with  her, 
did  not  go  to  bed  till  one,  at  which 
time  flie  only  complained  of  her 
throat,  and  palled  a  quiet  night  till 
between  five  and  fix  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  when  file  became  flupid,  and 
unable  tofpeak.  She  continued  in 
that  fiate  till  near  ten  ;  the  girl 
thinking  file  was  in  a  natural  fieep  ; 
at  which  time,  upon  an  attempt  be¬ 
ing  made  to  give  her  fome  tea,  file 
was  found  unable  toYwallow.  Upon  ' 
this  the  miftrefs  of  the  hohfe  went 
to  her,  but  fire  died  iu  a  few  mi- 
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mites  afterwards*  The  accident 
was  not  difcovered  till  feme  hours 
after  her  death  ;  at  which  time  Dr. 
Sims  and  Dr.  Hawes  were  lent  for, 
and  tried  the  ufual  remedies,  but 
in  vain.  The  body  was  afterwards 
opened  by  Mr.  Whately,  in  the  Old. 
Jewry,  and  a  quantity  of  laudanum 
found  in  her  ilomach.  The  jury 
brought  in  their  verdidf,  Accidental 
Death. 

Extra H  of  a  letter  from  B arhadoes^ 

OH,  16. 

On  Monday  lad,  the  inhabitants 
of  part  of  St.  Jofeph’s  parifh,  call¬ 
ed  Crab  Hole,  juft  under  Hackle- 
ton’s  Cliff,  were  alarmed  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  feveral  Allures  in  the 
earth,  and  the  finking-  of  one  or 
two  tenements  a  little  below  the  fur- 
face.  On  Tuefday  the  cracks  in- 
creating-,  fome  of  them  began  to 
prepare  for  flight,  by  removing 
their  effects  to  places  of  greater 
fafety.  In  the  evening,  Mr.  Phil¬ 
lips,  manager  of  the  plantation  for¬ 
merly  belonging  to  Mr.  Walcott, 
but  nowtothe  reprefentative  of  the 
late  fir  William  Baker,  was  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  land  above  him  was 
making  extraordinary  advances  to¬ 
wards  the  houle,  which,  in  a  few 
hours,  induced  him  to  quit  it,  and 
take  lhelter,  with  his  family,  in  one 
of  the  negro  huts  for  the  remainder 
of  the  night;  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  the  kitchen  and  flock-houle 
fell  down,  and  a  range  of  hog-flies 
adjoining  to  them  funk  into  a  deep 
chafm,  which  was  prefently  filled 
up  by  a  heap  of  mould  from  the 
ground  above  them.  At  day-light 
next  morning  the  neighbourhood 
in  general  took  the  alarm,  and  af- 
fembling  near  the  fpot,  were  wdt- 
nefles  to  a  fcene  affedting  and  terri¬ 
ble  beyond  defeription.  The  coun¬ 
try,  from  Crab  Hole  down  to  the 
plantation,  looked  as  if  it  had  been 
torn  and  fhattered  by  an  earth" 
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quake.  The  curing- ho  ufe  was 
down  ;  part  of  the  manfion  was  dill 
Handing,  but  flanked  by  a  mound 
of  earth  higher  than  the  top  of  it  ;• 
the  ground  was  interfered  by  a 
number  of  fi {lures,  and  in  many 
places  fwclled  into  monftrous  tu* 
mours.  Between  fix  and  (even  the 
remainder  of  the  houfe  came  down 
with  a  tremendous  crafli*  The  mill, 
boiling-houfe,  and  flable,  had  re¬ 
ceived  lb  many  cracks,  that  every 
moment  appeared  to  be  equally  cri¬ 
tical  with  them  ;  though  the  for¬ 
mer  flood  till  about  half  an  hour 
after  twelve,  when  the  wall  went 
off  in  two  or  three  immenfe  flakes, 
and  the  timbers  followed  it  with 
fuch  violence,  as  to  bury  an  arin^. 
in  the  earth  up  to  the  neck  of  the 
fli aft.  The  wreck  was  fcon  uni- 
verfal ;  and  long  before  the  clofe 
of  day  many  of  the  buildings  had 
funk  fo  low,  that  no  traces  of  them 
were,  at  fome  diftance,  difcernible* 
The  face  of  tke  country  had  un¬ 
dergone  fo  total  a  change,  that  the 
neighbours  were  frequently  unable 
to  determine  where  many  objects, 
familiar  to  their  remembrance,  had 
flood  before.  A  large  piece  of 
edoes  above  the  houfe  had  foon  oc¬ 
cupied  the  feite  of  the  manfion,  and 
brought  with  it  a  long  flip  of  the 
common  road,  as  entire  as  if  no¬ 
thing  had  happened  to  it.  Another 
flip  of  canes,  on  a  chalky  foil,  with 
two  cocoa-nut  trees  at  the  end  of 
it,  flill  appears  to  have  kept  its 
ground,  though  every  thing  elfe 
had  been  in  motion  round  it.  The 
cocoa-nut  trees  which  grew  about 
the  houfe  have  been  gradually  car¬ 
ried  with  the  mafs  of  ruin  fome 
hundred  feet,  if  not  yards,  from 
their  original  lituation.  The  mill 
itfelf  has  gone  with  the  Hiding 
mound,  though  little  more  than  an 
arm  or  a  piece  of  the  tail-tree  is  vi- 
flble  at  prefent.  The  calamity  is 
(A  4)  ftili 
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Hill  extending.  A  corn-piece  to 
the  northward  of  the  building  to¬ 
wards  the  fea  (for  the  motion  has 
been  from  north  to  fouth,  with  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  variation)  is  now  the  the¬ 
atre  of  this  furprifing  fpedtacle.  It 
has  uniformly  proceeded  towards 
the  fea,  which  it  will,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  reach  in  a  day  or  two,  as 
it  has  now  got  to  the  foot  of  an 
eminence  at  no  great  didance  from 
it,  the  two  fides  of  which  go  Hoping 
downward?,  and  form,  with  the  op- 
pofite  ridges,  an  eafy  palfage  to  it. 

17.  The  feffions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  eleven  capital  con- 
vidls  received  fentence  of  death, 
viz..  Edward  Payne,  for  being  con¬ 
cerned  with  foine  others  in  robbing 
the  fhip  Elbe,  Joel  Goddard,  maf- 
ter,  lying  in  the  Thames,  and 
bound  to  Hamburgh,  of  two  calks 
and  twopackages, containing  ig,ooo 
dollars;  Jofeph  Fitzpatrick,  John 
Brice,  Jofeph  Jeffs,  James  alias 
William  Balding,  and  Thomas  Till, 
for  burglaries ;  Thomas  Brown  and 
William  Hurt  for  highway  robbe¬ 
ries  ;  Ann  Read  and  Samuel  Da¬ 
vis,  for  ilreet  robberies  ;  John 
Mills,  formerly  a  letter  carrier,  for 
Healing  a  fhare  of  a  ticket  out  of  a 
letter. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fro?n  Bury , 
fan*  19. 

The  following  is  an  account  of 
the  death  of  the  fon  of  admiral 
Rowley,  who  was  educated  at  Wed- 
minller  fchooL  He  went  to  fee  a 
lady  in  J*rmyn-flreet,  London,  who 
kept  a  little  dog,  which  being  in¬ 
terrupted  by  the  child  while  it  was 
feeding,  flew  at  him,  and  bit  his 
lip*  His  friends  having  forne  fuf- 
picion  that  the  dog  was  mad,  went 
to  Dr.  Hunter,  who  recommended 
them  to  an  eminent  furgeon,  who 
put  a  caudic  to  the  lip,  and  applied 
fuch  medical  treatment  as  was 
thought  necelfary.  A  few  days  af¬ 


ter  the  child  went  on  a  vifit  to  fome 
friends  at  Boxford,  in  this  county, 
where  he  complained  of  illnefs  and 
pain  ;  a  phylician  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  was  fent  for,  but  to  no  effedt ; 
he  was  feized  with  the  hydropho¬ 
bia,  and  died  in  twenty-four  hours. 

20.  The  feffions  of  the  Irifh  par¬ 
liament  opened  by  a  fpeech  from 
the  duke  of  Rutland,  and  loyal  ad- 
drelfes  voted  to  him  by  both,  houfes. 
See  Public  Papers . 

22.  A  loyal  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jedy,  in  the  Gazette  of  this  day, 
from  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  free¬ 
men,  and  freeholders  of  the  county 
of  Dublin,  figned  by  twenty-one 
peers,  and  1,113  commoners,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  freeholders,  and  others,  de¬ 
claring  their  attachment  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  and  conftitution,  and  their 
litter  abhorrence,  &c.  of  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  create  unjud  and  danger¬ 
ous  difeontents,  tending  to  fubvert 
the  conditution  in  church  and  date. 
They  rejedt,  with  indignation,  the 
interference  of  any  body  of  men 
unknown  to  the  laws  or  conftitu- 
tion.  They  rely  upon  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  his  majefty’s  paternal  re¬ 
gard  for  the  welfare  of  that  king¬ 
dom,  feeling  the  warmed  and  mod: 
grateful  confidence  in  his  majedy’s 
late  gracious  declaration,  and  in 
the  equity  and  wifdom  of  the  re- 
fpedtive  legidatures  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  that  fuch  regula¬ 
tions  upon  the  important  objedts  of 
trade  and  commerce  will  be  ®da- 
blifhed,  as  fhall  be  found  bed  cal¬ 
culated  to  promote  the  wealth  and 
profperity  of  all  parts  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s  empire.  They  cherifh  a  firm 
and  unchangeable  attachment  to  the 
connedtion  with  their  fider  king¬ 
dom,  as  the  great  band  of  mutual 
drength  and  lafety.  And  they  will 
fuffer  no  aflumed  authority  to  die- 
tate  to  the  legiflature  of  the  land. 

22.  On  Saturday  came  on,  at 

S  urrey 
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Surrey  quarter-feffions,  in  South- 
wark,  the  trial  of  a  waterman,  on 
two  indictments,  for  contracting 
with,  and  enticing  journeymen  cur¬ 
riers  to  go  out  of  this  kingdom  into 
Sweden,  to  follow  their  trade,  and 
thereby  to  carry  the  art  and  manu¬ 
facture  of  currying  leather  into  fo¬ 
reign  parts,  contrary  to  the  ftatutes, 
and  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
manufacture  of  this  kingdom ;  when 
the  prifoner  being  fully  feniible  of 
his  guilt,  and  of  the  drong  evi¬ 
dence  againd  him,  and  alfo  of  the 
humanity  of  the  profecutions,  in 
their  being  carried  on  upon  an  aCt 
of  parliament  which  fubjeCts  the 
offender  to  a  much  milder  punifh- 
ment  than  another  a6t  of  parliament 
does,  pleaded  guilty  :  whereupon 
fir  jofeph  Mawbev,  the  chairman, 
pointed  out  to  the  prifoner  the  hei- 
noufnefs  of  his  offence,  and  the  bad 
effeCts  the  continuance  of  fuch  prac¬ 
tices  mutt  be  to  this  country,  and 
the  arts  and  manufactures  thereof ; 
and  after  having  expatiated  on  the 
lenity  of  the  profecution  in  pro¬ 
ceeding  againft  the  prifoner  on  the 
milded  aCt  of  parliament,  delivered 
the  judgment  of  the  court,  wliich 
was,  that  the  prifoner  be  fined  loci, 
and  imprifoned  in  the  county  gaol 
for  the  fpace  of  three  calendar 
months  on  each  indictment,  and  un¬ 
til  the  refpeCtive  tines  are  paid. 

— -  On  Thurfday  came  on,  at 
Guildhall,  the  adjourned  examina¬ 
tion  of  mefTrs.  Toufe  and  Joy,  dra¬ 
pers,  of  Lynn  Regis,  from  the  fir  ft 
in  ft  ant  i  when,  after  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  upwards  of  fix  hours,  they 
were,  for  refilling  fatisfaCtorily  to 
anfwer  queftions  put  to  them  by  the 
coinmiflionefs,  committed  to  New¬ 
gate. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  (toge¬ 
ther  with  the  late  tefiimonies  of  ho¬ 
ned  zeal  in  the  commiitioners  of 
bankruptcy)  will  have  a  tendency 


to  correft  that  mod  enormous  of  all 
evils  in  a  commercial  country,  frau¬ 
dulent  bankruptcies. 

—  They  write  from  Dover,  that 
the  Weazel  iloop  of  war  being  on  a 
cruize  off  Dunkirk,  fell  in  with  a 
veffel  under  Englifh  colours,  which 
they  boarded  to  examine  their  car¬ 
go,  as  they  feemed  to  be  deering 
for  France,  when  they  found  150 
live  fheep,  feveral  calves,  three  bul¬ 
locks,  and  fome  bacon  on  board. 
They  brought  her  into  the  pier, 
but  on  Tuefday  failed  with  her  for 
Portfmouth.  The  commander  will 
not  fay  from  what  part  of  the 
coad  of  England  he  came,  and  de¬ 
clared  that  he  was  driven  on  the 
coad  of  France  by  contrary  winds. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Edinburgh 
fan.  2  1 . 

Yefierday  came  on  before  the 
High  Court  of  Judiciary,  the  trial 
of  lieut.  George  Storie,  for  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Stuart,  furgeon.  He 
entered  his  fhop  in  Paiiley,  on  the 
14th  of  September  lad  ;  and,  after 
quarrelling  with  Mr.  Stuart  for 
fpoiling  his  hat  the  evening  preced¬ 
ing,  took  up  a  crydal  bottle  full  of 
fome  liquor,  with  which  he  druck 
the  deceafedon  the  head  till  it  broke, 
and  then  did  thg  fame  with  another 
bottle  till  it  alfo  broke  ;  ahd  after¬ 
wards  beat  and  kicked  the  deceafed 
in  different  parts  of  the  body,  who, 
after  lingering  for  the  lpace  of  five 
days,  died  on  the  19th  of  the  fame 
month.  Mr.  Robert  Cullen,  con  li¬ 
fe!  for  the  pannel,  opened  his  de¬ 
fence  upon  the  relevancy.  After 
dating  the  caufe  of  the  original 
quarrel  between  the  parties,  the 
provocations  his  client  had  received 
from  the  deceafed  on  feveral  occa- 
lions,  by  throwing  upon  his  cloaths 
a  da  foetida,  fome  of  which  he  pour¬ 
ed  upon  his  hat  the  evening  before 
the  melancholy  accident  happened ; 
the  cordial  friendfhip  which  fubfid- 
2  ed 
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cd  between  the  parties,  thedeceafed 
being-  nephew  to  the  pannel ;  and 
the  general  good  character  his  cli¬ 
ent  had  univerfally  fuftained,  both 
as  a  foldier  and  a  citizen  ;  Mr.  Cul¬ 
len  contended,  there  could  not  be 
the  fhadow  of  reafon  for  fuppofing 
that  murder  was  intended,  malice 
not  being  fo  much  as  libelled  again  ft 
the  pannel ;  and  that  therefore,  if 
their  lordftiips  allowed  the  libel  to 
go  at  all  to  the  knowledge  of  an  af- 
iize,  he  hoped  they  would  re  ft  riff 
it  to  the  crime  of  culpable  homicide 
only,  which  would  infer  an  arbi¬ 
trary  punifnment,  and  not  death. 
Mr.  folickor-general  Dundas,  on 
the  part  of  the  profecutors,  main¬ 
tained,  that  the  crime  charged  a- 
gainft  the  pannel  could  not  be  view¬ 
ed  in  the  light  of  culpable  homi¬ 
cide  only.  Had  the  pannel,  imme¬ 
diately  on  receiving  the  fuppofed 
affront,  attacked  the  deceafed  in  the 
violent  manner  fet  forth  in  the  in¬ 
dictment,  fome  argument,  in  favour 
of  the  pannel,  might  have  been  fet 
up  on  that  head.  But,  after  four 
and  twenty  hours  had  been  allowed 
to  eiapfe  before  he  took  his  revenge, 
no  fuch  plea  could  be  admitted. 
The  injury  could  not  be  faid  to  be 
committed  in  a  fudden  guft  of  paf- 
fion,  which  was  the  only  excufe 
the  law  could  admit  for  the  frailties 
of  human  nature.  Mr.  folicitor-ge- 
nerai  was  followed  by  the  lord  ad¬ 
vocate,  who  defended  the  indict¬ 
ment  in  ail  its  parts  ;  at  the  fame 
time  his  lordfhip  obferved,  that  if 
the  proof  came  out,  -as  the  pannel’s 
counfel  had  ftated  it  would,  he 
fliould  certainly  agree  with  him  in 
thinking,  that  the  pannel  ought 
only  to  be  found  guilty  of  culpable 
homicide.  His  lordfhip  admitted, 
that  the  cafe  appeared  to  him  a  dif¬ 
ficult  one.  It  therefore  gave  him 
great  pleafure  to  fee  gentlemen  of 
fyoh eminent  abilities  as  counfel  for 
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the  pannel.  Mr.  Maclaurin  made 
a'fhort  reply.  He  thought  it  un* 
neceffary  to  enter  fully  into  the  bu- 
finefs,  after  what  had  been  ftated 
by  Mr.  Cullen,  and  the  very  can¬ 
did  conceffion  made  by  the  lord  ad¬ 
vocate  of  the  difficulty  of  the  cafe. 
The  lords  pronounced  the  u  filial  in¬ 
terlocution,  finding  the  libel  relevant 
to  infer  the  pains  of  law  ;  but  al¬ 
lowing  the  pannel  a  proof  of  all 
faffs  and  circumftances  which  might 
tend  either  to  exculpate  him,  or  al¬ 
leviate  the  guilt  of  the  crime  charg¬ 
ed.  Previous  to  which  the  lord 
juftiee  clerk  obferved  to  the  court 
and  jury,  that  though  the  above 
was  the  interlocution  neceffary  to  be 
pronounced  upon  this  occalion,  yet, 
if  the  pannel  proved  the  defence 
fet  up  for  him  by  his  counfel,  the 
court,  upon  a  verdidt  from  the  jury 
of  guilty ,  would  have  it  in  their 
power  of  pu mfhing  the  pannel  ar¬ 
bitrarily,  on  account  of  his  corn- 
million  of  culpable  homicide.  The 
jury  after  this  was  chofen,  and  the 
court  proceeded  to  the  examination 
of  the  witnefles  on  the  part  of  the 
profecutors,  which  finifhed  about 
eight  o’clock,  when  the  lord  advo¬ 
cate  charged  the  jury  very  ably  on 
the  part  of  the  crown,  as  did  Mr. 
Maclaurin  for  the  prifoner.  The 
lord  chief  juftiee  then  fummed  up 
the  evidence  with  very  great  can¬ 
dour.  The  jury  returned  their  ver¬ 
dict  this  day,  at  one  o’clock,  find¬ 
ing  the  pannel  ?iot  guilty  of  murder , 
but  guilty  of  culpable  homicide ,  The 
court,  will  pronounce  fentence  on 
Saturday.”  See  Jan,  29. 

25.  This  day  his  majefty  went  to 
the  houfe  of  peers,  and  opened  the 
fecond  feilions  of  the  fixteenth  par¬ 
liament  of  Great  Britain,  with  a 
mod  gracious  fpeech.  See  Public 
Papers, 

27.  Yefterday  Mr.  Bearcrofc 
moved  the  court;  of  Exchequer  for 

a  rule 
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a.  rule  to  ftiew  cauls,  in  Sutton  and 
Johrifon,  to  fet  aiide  the  lad:  verdict 
obtained  by  captain  Sutton.  Mr. 
Bearcroft  urged  the  following  ar¬ 
guments  in  fupport  of  his  motion  : 
firft,  that  an  addon  would  not  lie 
againft  a  commanding  officer,  for 
an  arred  upon  a  fuppofed  breach  of 
duty  ;  fecondly,  that  captain  Sut¬ 
ton  was  not  acquitted  of  the  whole 
of  the  charge  by  the  court  martial  ; 
and,  thirdly,  that  as  it  was  alledged 
that  the  plaintiff,  captain  Sutton, 
was  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  a 
condderable  capture  by  finch  arred, 
yet  his  fubfequent  acquittal  reftored 
him  to  his  primaeval  date.  A  rule 
to  fhew  caufe  was  granted.  See 


VoL  V.  p.  i oi. 

Edinburgh ,  Jan .  zg.  This  day 
the  High  Court  of  Judiciary  meq 
purfiiant  to  adjournment  of  Tuef- 
dav,  and  pronounced  fentence  on 
lieut.  George  Storie.  The  court 
adythed  the  faid  George  Storie  in 
the  fum  of  joco  marks  to  the  near¬ 
ed  of  kin  of  the  deceafed  William 
Stuart  ;  ordained  him  to  be  carried 


back  to  the  Tolbooth  of  this  city, 
and  from  thence  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  Tolbooth  of  Paifley,  where 
he  is  to  be  confined  for  eight 
months  ;  to  £nd  bail  to  keep  the 
peace  for  two  years,  under  the 
penalty  of  2000  marks,  and  to 
be  imprifoned  till  payment  of 
the  aflfythement,  and  finding  cau¬ 
tion. 

31.  Thurfday  fe’nnight,  a  very 
extraordinary  and  terrifying  acci¬ 
dent  happened  at  Winder,  in  the 
county  of  Derby  :  a  fiiow  being  ex¬ 
hibited  at  a  pubiic-houfe,  many  peo¬ 
ple  (men,  women,  and  .children)  to 
the  number  of  fifty  c-r  fixty,  were 
collected  together  in  a  room,  and 
in  the  middle  of  the  exhibition  the 
houfe  was  fuddenly  blown  up  with 
gunpowder,  occadoned  by  a  fmall 
quantity  being  fluttered  on  a  cham¬ 


ber  floor,  and  the  {huff  of  a  candle' 
thrown  amongfl  it,  which  indantly 
communicated  to  a  barrel  in  the1 
fame  room,  containing  about  fifty- 
pounds  weight.  The  houfe, though 
a  large  one,  was  indantly  in  ruins, 
and  totally  dedroyed  ;  and  dreadful 
were  the  fhrieks  of  a  numerous 
crowd,  who  immediately  colledted 
on  the  outfide  of  the  houfe,  under 
the  apprehenfion  that  their  huf- 
bands,  wives,  and  children,  were 
dedroyed,  and  buried  in  the  rub- 
bifh ;  and  it  was  fome  time  before 
a  pafiage  could  be  got  into  the  ex* 
hibition-room  ;  but  it  is  very  re* 
markable,  that  no  lives  were  lod, 
nor  one  perfon  hurt,  except  a  boy, 
the  fon  of  the  fhowman,  who  let 
fire  to  the  powder,  and  is  much 
burnt.  It  is  prefumed  the  efcape 
was  owing  to  the  powder  being  in 
a  chamber,  and  die  company  in  a 
room  on  the  ground  door.  A  iimi- 
lar  circumdance  happened  a  few 
years  ago  in  the  city  of  Cheder, 
with  the  unhappy  addition,  how¬ 
ever,  that  many  lives  were  loft. 

—  Saturday  morning,  between^ 
the  hours  of  two  and  three,  a  fet  of 
frefli  water  pirates,  broke  into  the 
back  part  of  the  houfe  at  White¬ 
hall,  inhabited  by  the  fpeaker  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  :  they  cut  a 
hole  in  the  wmdow-fhutter  of  the 
dining-parlour,  and  having  entered 
the  houfe,  took  thence  the  fpeak- 
ers  rich  gold  robe  of  date,  feveral 
fuits  of  clothes,  fiik  breeches,  a 
number  of  filk  dockings,  about  two 
dozen  filk  handkerchiefs*  two  gold 
fnuffi-boxes,  one  of  which  had  been 
made  a  prelent  to  the  fpeaker  by 
Mr.  Flood,  and  wa?  remarkably 
elegant :  they  took  likewife  a  final} 
fum  of  money  in  a  purfe  ;  they  af¬ 
terwards  broke  open  the  next  houfe, 
but,  being  difturbed,  made  a  hady 
retreat  to  their  boat,  and  got  clear 
off. 
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i.  A  rebellion  had  for  fome  time 
fubfided  in  Tranfylvania  and  Wal- 
lachia,  both  lubjedt  to  the  emperor 
of  Germany,  in  which  countries 
the  infurgents  had  committed  great 
cruelties  and  depredations.  Their 
army,  however,  amounting  to  9000 
men,  were  lately  defeated  by  an 
Imperial  detachment  of  4.000. — 
The  following  advices,  dated  at  Vi¬ 
enna,  Jan.  15,  have  been  fince  re¬ 
ceived:  44  The  courier  from  Her- 
mandadt  is  juft  arrived  with  an  ac¬ 
count  that  the  two  chiefs  of  the  re¬ 
bels,  Horiah  and  Klofka,  have  been 
taken  in  the  woods  of  Kadakes,  by 
two  Wallachians,  their  intimates, 
who  knowing  the  paths  of  the  wood, 
traced  them  to  their  retreat,  where 
they  found  them  warming  them- 
felves  in  their  cave.  On  a  fignal,  a 
detachment  of  troops,  which  fol¬ 
lowed  them,  came  forward,  and 
fee u red  both  the  rebels.  When 
Horiah  was  taken,  he  had  in  his 
podeifion  property  to  the  amount  of 
thirty  thoufand  florins,  in  gold,  fil- 
ver,  and  jewels  ;  the  feal  of  his 
monarchy  was  likewife  found  upon 
him.  The  device  a  heart  pierced 
with  a  fpear,  with  the  following 
words,  44  Horiah  Rex  Daciae.”  The 
capture  of  thefe  leaders  has  put  an 
entire  end  to  the  troubles  in  Tran- 
fil  vania  ;  the  infurgents  laid  down 
their  arms,  and  again  returned  to 
their  refpebtive  employments.” 

. — .  Mr.  Kerfley,  of  Micheldover, 
returning  from  London  in  the  dage, 
was  fhot  by  the  careleffnefs  of  the 
guard,  who  was  in  the  bafket,  whofe 
piece  went  off  by  accident.  Three 
il li ers  went  through  the  back  of  the 
coach. 

2.  This  day  exhibited  the  awful 
fpedfacle  of  no  lefs  than  twenty 
criminals  executed  before  Newgate, 
viz.  John  Hamilton,  Wm.  Adel, 
J.  Kelfey,  Wm,  Finder,  Wm.  Stew¬ 


ard,  and  Melvin  Simmonds,  for 
different  burglaries  ;  and  George 
Goldfmith,  Richard  Hobfon,  Law¬ 
rence,  and  John  Jones,  for  a  bur¬ 
glary  at  the  Black  Dog  in  Shore¬ 
ditch  ;  Edward  Johnfon  and  [ohn 
Evans,  for  privately  dealing  in  fe- 
parate  dwelling  -houfes  ;  James 
Dunn,  for  publifhing  a  forged  fea- 
man's  will ;  William  Abbot,  for 
publifhing  a  counterfeit  bill  of  fale, 
with  intent  to  defraud  the  owners 
of  the  Warren  Hadings  Eaft  India* 
man ;  Allen  Williams,  for  affault- 
ing  and  robbing  a  palfenger  at 
Shepherd’s-Bufh ;  and  John  b haw, 
Thomas  Tabbs,  George  Harris, 
Thomas  Battledore,  and  [ohn  Moo¬ 
dy,  for  affaulting  Thomas  Francis, 
near  Bagnigge  Wells. 

—  Monday  died  in  Newgate, 
John  Mills,  the  letter-carrier,  who 
was  capitally  convidfed  lad  fellions 
for  taking  a  fhare  of  a  lottery-ticket 
out  of  a  letter. 

4.  On  the  2  7th  of  October,  1784, 
feveral  delegates  from  different 
counties,  cities,  &c.  of  Ireland,  af- 
fembled  in  national  congrefs,  and 
adjourned  to  the  20th  of  January 
lad,  when  they  again  met,  and  af¬ 
ter  continuing  their  deliberations  to 
this  day,  farther  adjourned  to  the 
20th  of  April,  after  drd  publifhing 
fuiidry  refolutions,  and  an  addrel's 
to  the  people  of  Ireland.  See  Jan* 
22,  and  alfo  Public  Papers* 

jj.  This  da)^,  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  wait  on  Mr.  Pitt,  with 
the  freedom  of  the  city,  went  in 
procedion  from  Guildhall  to  his 
houfe  in  Downing-dreet.  When 
the  committee  were  introduced  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  fir  Watkin  Lewes  ad- 
dreffed  him  in  the  following  fpeech. 
44  SIR, 

44  We,  the  committtee  appointed 
by  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and 
commons  of  London,  in  common- 
council  affembled,  to  prefent  you 

with 
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with,  the  freedom  of  the  city  of 
London,  voted  unanimoufly  in  one 
of  the  fulled:  courts  ever  remem¬ 
bered,  cheerfully  embrace  this  op- 
t unity  of  repeating-  our  fentiments 
of  fatisfadiion  and  confidence  which 
we  entertain,  refpeCting  your  prin¬ 
ciples  and  perfeverance  for  the  good 
of  your  country. 

“  We  repofe  in  your  abilities 
and  firmnefs  for  the  permanent  le- 
curity  and  extenfion  of  our  com¬ 
merce,  as  citizens,  and  our  happi- 
nefs  as  Britons. 

u  The  committee  feel,  with  fa- 
tisfaction,  the  honour  conferred  up¬ 
on  them,  in  being  thus  delegated 
to  fo  pleating  and  diftinguiined  a 
com  million. 

“  Be  allured,  Sir,  that  the  city 
of  London  will  ever  Hand  foremoil 
to  iupport  the  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment,  whilft  they  continue  to  be 
fo  manifefrly  founded  in  wifdom 
and  integrity. 5 * 

Mr.  Pitt  received  them  with  great 
politenefs,  and  returned  an  anfwer, 
the  fubftance  of  which  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“He  mull  fir  ft,”  he  faid,  “  thank 
fir  Watkin  Lewes  for  the  very  flat¬ 
tering  manner  in  which  he  had 
conveyed  the  fentiments  of  the 
committee.  He  trailed  the  city  of 
London  would  do  him  the  jullice  to 
believe,  that  the  fecurity  and  ex¬ 
tenfion  of  their  commerce,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  true  principles 
of  the  conllitution,  would  continue 
to  be  the  firil  objedts  of  his  atten¬ 
tion.” 

c;.  Thurfday  night  Jof.  Church, 
John  Miles,  and  James  Gray,  three 
of  the  villains  who  robbed  the  fhip 
Elbe  of  the  dollars,  were  brought 
before  fir  Sampfon  Wright.  rl  hefe 
three  perfons  were  banifhed  from 
Dunkirk  by  the  court  of  France, 
and  by  the  extraordinary  exertions 
of  the  merchants,  and  of  Moles 


Murant,  John  Townfend,  and  Tho. 
Ting,  belonging  to  fir  Sampfon 
Wright’s  office,  were  apprehended 
and  brought  to  England.  Such 
was  the  nicety  of  the  French  offi¬ 
cers  in  the  execution  of  their  or¬ 
ders,  that  fir  Sampfon  Wright’s 
men  waited  near  a  month  on  the 
eoafl,  before  they  were  able  to  ap¬ 
prehend  them.  See  Jan.  r;, 

—  A  fociety  of  medical  gentle¬ 
men  is  juft  now  eilablifned  at  the 
Weft  end  of  the  town,  under  the 
immediate  patronage  of  Dr.  For- 
dyce,  and  Mr.  John  Hunter,  of. 
which  Dr.  Ferris,  Mr.  Bailie,  Mr. 
Ray,  and  Mr.  Home,  are  elected 
annual  prefidents. 

7.  The  countefs  of  Strathmore, 
lady  of  Andrew  Robin fon  Bowes, 
efq.  exhibited  articles  of  the  peace 
in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  a- 
gainft  her  hulband,  for  ill  treatment 
of  her  perfon  :  her  ladyfhip  defired 
to  have  the  protection  of  one  of  the 
tipftaves  to  her  houfe,  which  was 
complied  wfith. 

8.  Monday  a  complaint,  upon  af¬ 
fidavit,  was  exhibited  in  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  again  ft  feveral 
perlbns,  prifoners  in  the  prifon  of 
that  court.  The  cafe  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  a  clerk  to  an  attorney  went 
into  the  prifon  to  ferve  a  mandamus 
on  the  mayor  of  a  borough  confin¬ 
ed  there.  A  young  gentleman, 
alfo  a  prifoner,  being  in  the  may¬ 
or’s  room,  thinking  it  was  the  fer* 
vice  of  a  writ,  gave  an  alarm,  and 
the  lawyer  was  immediately  brought 
down  to  the  tap-room,  where  a 
court  was  held  for  his  trial,  and  g 
chief- j  u  ft  ice,  clerk  of  the  arraigns, 
and  other  officers,  appeared  in  their 
infignia.  The  lawyer  being  con-, 
vibted,  judgment  was  palfed,  that  he 
fhould  be  pumped,  then  fteeped  in 
the  urine  refer  voir,  and  afterwards 
pumped  clean,  or  elfe  pay  the  fum 
of  thirteen  and  four-pence  for  beer* 
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The  lawyer  having  but  ten  fhib 
lings  about  him,  the  young  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  informer,  lent  him 
the  remainder.,  and  he  was  difmifled 
with  hooting  and  joflling.  The 
court  took  up  this  bufinefs  in  a  very 
ferrous  light,  and  made  an  order, 
that  the  prifoners  complained  a- 
gainft  fhould  anfwer  the  complaint 
by  affidavits. 

JLxirati  of  a  letter  from  beech ,  Fe¬ 
bruary  8. 

<c  A  few  days  -ago  was  married, 
at  Newcaftle,  Mr.  Silvertop,  to 
Mrs.  Pearfon': — this  is  the  third 
time  the  lady  has  been  before  the 
altar  in  the  character  of  bride,  and 
there  has  been  fomething  remark¬ 
able  in  each  of  her  three  connubial 
■engagements.  Her  fil'd  huiband 
was  a  Quaker,  her  fecond  a  Roman 
Catholiek,  afid  her  third  is  of  the 
efiablifhed  church.  Every  hufband 
was  twice  her  own  age  ;  at  16  foe 
married  a  gentleman  of  32  ;  at  30 
file  took  one  of  60  ;  and  now,  at  42, 
the  is  united  to  a  gentleman  of  84.” 

11.  Was  argued  ,  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  the  great  queftion 
whether  the  infurance-offices  had  a 
•right  to  recover  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  city  about  2  23oool.  which 
they  paid  to  Mr.  Langdaie,  and 
other  fuiferers,  during  the  late 
riots.  It  was  decided  in  favour  of 
the  city* 

10.  Monday  night,  about  eight 
o’clock,  a  man  knocked  at  the  door 
of  Mrs*  Abercrombie,  in  Char- 
lotte-ftreet,  Rathbone-place,  call¬ 
ing  out  “  pod,”  at  the  fame  time, 
with  a  very  loud  voice  ;  the  maid 
few  ant  immediately  opened  it,  and 
the  man,  accompanied  by  fix  others, 
-armed  with  fwords  and  pillols,  rubi¬ 
ed  into  the  houfe,  and  threatened 
the  girl  with  the  moil  horrid  pu- 
jiifhment  if  fhefpoke  a  word.  They 
then  went  into  the  parlour  where 
tier  imflrefs  was  fitting  alone,  and 
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took  from  her  all  her  jewels,  to  a 
very  confiderable  amount,  between 
fifty  and  fixtv  guineas  in  money, 
and  all  the  clothes  and  linen  they 
could  get.  While  they  were  thus 
employed,  the  girl  got  out  of  the 
houfe  by  a  back,  door,  and  gave  the 
alarm  to  the  neighbourhood,  which 
prevented  their  taking  the  plate 
alio,  which  they  had  begun  to  pack 
up.  A  great  crowd  immediately 
aifembied  about  the  houfe,  and  the 
ruffians  Tallied  forth,  with  dreadful 
menaces,  waving*  their  fwords,  arul 
directing  their  pillols  at  the  mob, 
who  tamely  fuffered  them  to  efcape 
without  making  the  leaii  reliftance. 
Mrs*  Abercrombie  is  wife  to  the 
captain  of  one  of  the  Ealf  India 
company’s  fhips,  now  on  its  voy¬ 
age  to  China. 

11.  Eleven  refolutions,  refpadf- 
rng  a  commercial  intercourfe  be- 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
agreed  to  by  rhe  Irifh  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  See  Publle  Papers. 

—  Yelterday  major  Archibald 
Browne  was  brought  into  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench  to  receive  judg¬ 
ment,  for  fending  a  challenge  to  a 
gentleman,  whole  name  is  Archer; 
the  court  ordered  him  to  pay  a  fine 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  ini' 
prifoned  lix  months,  and  to  find 
fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  fof 
five  years. 

— •  Articles  of  peace  were  exhi¬ 
bited  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench 
againfi:  William  Grenville  lioar, 
efq.  on  the  profecution  of  a  Mr. 
Smith,  for  fending  him  a  challenge, 
which  he  refufed  to  accept,  but 
claimed  the  protection  of  the  court. 
Their  lordfhips  declared  their  ab¬ 
horrence  of  duelling,  and  that  they 
were  determined  to  make  examples 
of  thofe  who  under  falfe  notions  of 
honour  think  fit  to  break  the  peace. 
An  attachment  wag  granted  accord¬ 
ing  lv. 
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Extract  of a  letter  from  Dublin ,  Feb.  5 . 

“  This  day,  Mr.  Magee,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Dublin  Evening  Pod, 
was  brought  to  the  King’s  Bench, 
in  cudody  of  the  high  fheriffs.- — The 
judgment  of  the  bench  was  deli¬ 
vered  by  lord  Earlsfort,  for  pub- 
Hfhing  fome  paragraphs  in  faid 
print,  Nov.  9,  1784,  which  were 
pronounced  and  declared  a  con¬ 
tempt  of  that  court.  The  fentence 
was  one  month’s  imprifonrnent,  and 
a  fine  of  5I.  with  fecurity  for  good 
behaviour  for  three  years.” 

1 2.  Thurl'day  the  directors  of  the 
Eaft  India  company  gave  a  very 
fiplendid  and  elegant  entertainment 
to  his  excellency  the  French  am- 
baflador  at  the  London  Tavern  : 
the  dinner  confided  of  all  the  deli¬ 
cacies  of  the  feafon,  ferved  up  in 
three  courfes,  with  a  profufion  of 
wines.  The  number  of  perfons 
who  fat  down  to  table  wrere  above 
forty,  confifting  of  twenty-one  of 
the  directors,  the  ambafiador,  his 
fecretary,  the  French  conful,  four 
principal  merchants  of  the.  city, 
and  fome  foreign  nobility. 

14.  A  remarkable  caufe  was  tried 
in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas.  A 
man  had  promifed  marriage  to  a 
woman,  and  gone  frpm  his  word. 
A  Bible  was  produced,  wherein  an 
entry  was  made  as  follows  :  u  I 

promife  to  make - my  ^lawful 

wife  for  1 2  months,  or  forfeit  one 
hundred  pounds.”  It  was  prov¬ 
ed  that  the  parties  lived  together 
three  years,  during  fvhich  time  the 
plaintiff  had  two  children  by  the 
defendant;  therefore,  the  jury  gave 
300I.  damages  to  the  plaintiff. 

15.  A  dreadful  fire  at  Weyhill 
fair,  which  confumed  upwards  of 
three  hundred  bags  of  Farnham 
hops,  &c.  &c. 

—  A  letter  from  Paris,  dated 
the  gth  infant,  has  the  following 
article,  the  fubdance  of  which  has 
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alfo  appeared  in  the  Paris  Gazette  r 
a  (hort  time  fince  four  men,  who 
obtained  a  living  by  fhewing  wild, 
beads  about  the  country,  meeting 
a  traveller  with  his  wife  and  child 
in  the  fared:  of  Orleans,  after  rob¬ 
bing  them  of  their  property,  cru¬ 
elly  murdered  them,  and  having 
dripped  off  their  cloaths,  gave  the? 
bodies  of  thefe  victims  of  their  bar¬ 
barity  to  be  devoured  by  their 
beads.  The  inhuman  wretches  are 
apprehended  ;  and  in  a  faek  in  their 
poffeffion  were  found  the  man’s 
head,  and  one  of  the  thighs  of  the 
woman . 

17.  On  Monday  evening  the 
court  of  delegates  decreed  in  the 
caufe  between  Dr.  Hind  and  Mr. 
Martyn  the  late  redtor  and  curate 
of  St.  Anne,  Wedminder.  The 
fubjedt  of  the  appeal  was  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  the  eccleiiadical  court  in  a 
libel  of  office  promoted  again  ft  Mr. 
Martyn  by  Dr.  Hind  in  the  year- 
1776,  charging  him  with  drunken- 
nefs,  immorality,  and  negledt  of 
duty  ;  and  aifo  with  preaching* 
reading  prayers,  and  folemnizing 
marriages  in  defiance  of  him.  All 
the  charges,  excepting  that  of  de¬ 
fiance,  were  adjudged  bytheeccle- 
iiadical  court  to  be  void  of  proof  - 
and  they  appeared,  as  well  from  the 
evidence  of  Dr.  Hind’s  witneffes, 
as  on  the  tedimony  of  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  rank  who  appeared  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Martyn,  to  have  110 
fliadow  of  foundation.  Dr.  Wynne, 
the  judge  of  the  Confidory  Court  of 
London,  decreed,  notwithdanding, 
on  hearing  the  caufe  in  1779,  that 
Mr.  Martyn  u  ought  to  be  remov¬ 
ed  from  the  curacy  of  St.  Anne,” 
and  condemned  him  in  cods  ; 
which,  in  that  court  only,  amount¬ 
ed  to  near  four  hundred  pounds* 
From  this  fentence  Mr.  Martyn 
appealed,  and  being  beard  per- 
fonally  before  Dr,  Calvert,  the 
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judge  of  the  Arches  Courts  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  in  1781,  the  fentence  of 
the'Confiftory  Court  was  affirmed, 
and  the  coils  nearly  doubled  by  the 
expence  of  the  appeal.  The  lap 
refort  was  the  Delegates,  to  whom 
an  appeal  was  immediately  entered, 
the  hearing  of  which  commenced 
on  the  31ft  of  January,  and  a  final 
decree  was  given  ©n  Monday  lait ; 
when  the  Judges  Delegates  pro¬ 
nounced  for  the  appeal,  and  an¬ 
nulled  the  fentence  of  the  eccleii- 
aflical  courts ;  by  which  Mr.  Mar- 
tyn  is  delivered  from  a  prolecution 
as  unjuP  and  oppreffive  as  ever  ap¬ 
peared  before  a  court.  Mr.  Mar- 
tyn,  who  pleaded  for  himfelf,  re¬ 
ceived  every  indulgence  from  the 
court  which  humanity  could  fhew 
to  an  injured  man  ;  and  was  oppof- 
ed  b)  Dr.  Hind’s  counfel  with  that 
candour  and  liberality  which  always 
do  credit  to  an  advocate  ;  but  which, 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  did  particular 
honour  to  their  feelings. 

18.  This  day  came  on,  in  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas,  before  lord 
Loughborough,  and  a  fpecial  jury 
of  Middlefex,  the  long  conteffed 
caufe  between  Richard  Arkwright, 
of  Cromford,  in  the  county  of  Der¬ 
by,  efq.  and  Peter  Nightingale,  of 
Lea,  in  the  fame  county,  efq.  to 
afcertain  Mr.  Arkwright’s  exclufive 
right  to  his  patent  for  preparing 
cotton  for  fpinning  ;  when,  after  a 
hearing  of  nine  hours,  the  jury 
brought  in  a  verdidt  for  Mr.  Ark¬ 
wright.  But  fee  June  27. 

?i.  Friday  a  remarkable  indict¬ 
ment  againft  a  furgeon  and  the  late 
matter  of  Shoreditch  workhoufe, 
for  a  confpiracy  in  conveying  dead 
bodies  from  the  workhoufe  to  the 
furgeons  for  diffedtion,  was  tried 
before  lord  Mansfield,  at  Weitmin- 
fter-hall,  when  both  the  defendants 
were  found  guilty.  See  May  7. 

22,  On  Monday  was  tried  in  the 
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court  of  Common  Pleas,  before 
lord  Loughborough,  an  adtion 
brought  by  Mr.  Rowley,  a  coach- 
maker,  againft  Mr.  Sabin,  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Croydon  Page.  The 
plaintiff  and  his  wife  were  outfide 
paffiengers  on  the  Croydon  Page  on 
the  12th  of  September  lap,  when 
the  coachman  inffead  of  flopping 
at  the  Swan,  at  Charing-crofs, 
drove  paP  it,  and,  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  turn  round,  overturned  the 
coach,  by  which  the  plaintiff’s 
wife’s  foot  was  fo  much  bruifed 
that  it  was  obliged  to  be  taken  off, 
and  Pie  has  been  ever  fince  con¬ 
fined  in  the  hofpital — the  coach  was 
very  much  loaded. — A  verdidt  was 
given  for  the  plaintiff,  with  100I. 
damages  and  cops.  Lord  Lough¬ 
borough  made  the  following  re¬ 
mark  during  this  caufe,  which  is 
highly  worthy  the  attention  of 
coachmaPers  in  general,  viz.  that 
if  an  accident  happened  by  the 
overloading  the  coach,  the  maPer 
of  fuch  coach  will  be  liable  to  the 
damages,  he  overloading  the  coach 
for  his  own  emolument. 

—  On  Friday  the  captain  of  a 
frigate  was  ordered  by  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas  to  pay  a  poor 
Frenchman  60I.  and  colts  of  fuit, 
for  fending  him  on  fhore  on  a  defo¬ 
late  ifland,  under  the  idea  of  leav¬ 
ing  him  there,  and  afterwards  giv¬ 
ing  him  two  dozen  lathes,  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  the  navy. 

23.  The  recorder  made  his  re¬ 
port  of  the  convidts  fentenced  to 
death  in  January  feffions  (fee  Jan* 
17),  when  Edward  Payne,  John 
Price,  John  Brown,  Samuel  Davis, 
and  William  Hurt,  were  ordered 
for  execution,  on  the  3d  of  March. 

This  day  was  tried  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  before  a  fpecial  jury,  a  caufe 
wherein  Mr.  James  (fon  of  the  late 
Dr.  James)  and  Mr.  Newbery  the 
vender  of  Dr,  James’s  powder)  and 

one 
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one  of  the  doctor’s  executors)  were 
plaintiffs  ;  and  Ml*.  William  Bart¬ 
lett,  wholefale  drug-gift,  in  Throg- 
morton-ftreet,  was  the  defendant. 
The  aCtion  was  brought  againft  Mr. 
Bartlett  for  felling  Dr.  James’s 
powder  in  packets  fimilar  to  thole 
fold  by  Mr.  Newbery,  and  on 
which  Mr.  Newbery ’s  fignature 
was  forged,  his  feal  counterfeited, 
and  his  printed  bill  of  directions 
imitated.  The  faCt  being  clearly 
proved,  the  jury  gave  MeflVs.  Janies 
and  Newbery  300ft  damages,  with 
cofts  of  fuit, 

28.  Thurfday  came  .on  to  be 
tried  before  lord  Loughborough, 
by  a  fpecial  jury  of  merchants,  a 
caufe  of  great  importance  to  his 
tnajefty’s  navy,  wherein  John  Mur¬ 
ray,  efq.  a  planter  in  Georgia  was 
plaintiff,  and  James  Reid,  efq: 
commander  of  a  detachment  of  his 
maje  fly’s  ft  ftps  of  war  from  fir  Pe¬ 
ter  Parker’s  fquadron,  in  Savan¬ 
nah,  was  defendant.  The  aCtion 
was  brought  to  recover  fatisfacnon 
for  malieioufly  leducing,  harbour¬ 
ing,  and  detaining  the  plaintift’s 
Negroes  from  Savannah ;  when  it 
came  out  by  the  plaintiff’s  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  defendant,  inftead 
of  being'  chargeable  with  any  im¬ 
proper  conduCt,  deferved  the  thanks 
of  the  plaintiff  for  protecting,  pre- 
ierving,  and  fending  the  plaintiff’s 
Negroes  (who  had  fled  to  the  de¬ 
fendant’s  fhip  for  protection  from 
the  hands  of  the  rebels)  to  St.  Au- 
g- 11  fine,  a  loyal  fettlement ;  and  his 
iotdfhip,  after  very  long  arguments 
on  the  part  of  the  counfel  on  both 
lides,  gave  his  opinion  on  the  cafe 
.decidedly  againlt  the  aCtion,  and 
particularly  obferving  the  defend¬ 
ant’s  conduct  was  perfectly  juft, 
upright,  and  proper,  comparing 
it  to  a  perfon  aftifting  his  neighbour 
whofe  houf'e  was  on  fire,  in  con¬ 
veying  his  effects  to  a  place  of  fafe- 


ty  ;  and  the  plaintiff  was  thereupon 
nonfuited.-— ' There  was  another  ac¬ 
tion  brought  by  the  plaintiff  againft 
the  defendant  for  the  value  of  the 
Negroes,  but  in  confequence  of 
the  opinion  above  ftated,  He  with¬ 
drew  his  record. 

—  On  Tuefday  died,  at  Broad¬ 
way  Farm,  near  Great  Rerkham- 
ftead,  Hertfordfhire,  the  perfon  di-. 
ftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of 
l>eter  the  Wild  Boy,  who  was 
picked  up  in  a  wood  in  Germany, 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
George  the  Firft,  while  the  king 
was  hunting,  and  by  that  monarch, 
lent  Gver  to  England,  where  he  has 
remained  ever  ftnee. 

FxtraH  of  a  letter  from  Readings 
Feb .  27. 

u  Friday  Lift  the  coroner’s  in- 
queft  fat  on  the  body  of  a  perfon 
that  was  ftiot  by  the  guard  near 
Hounilow,  and  from  the  evidence 
of  feveral  perfons  prefent,  it  ap¬ 
pearing  that  he  attempted  to  ftop 
the  coach  with  no  other  view  than 
to  ride,  brought  in  their  verdict 
Wilful  Murder.  In  confequence 
of  which  the  guard  was  committed 
to  Avlefbury  gaol,  to  take  his  trial 
for  the  fame.  There  was  another 
perfon  in  company  with  the  de~ 
ceafed  at  the  time  he  was  fliot.” 

MARC  H. 

3*  The  five  conviCts  reported  by 
the  recorder  on  the  25th  ulf.  and 
ordered  for  execution  this  day,  fur- 
fered  accordingly.  Price  declared 
in  the  moft  folenm  manner,  after 
he  was  ordered  for  execution,  and 
on  the  fcaffold,  that  he  and  an¬ 
other  man,  now  in  cuftody,  were 
the  perfons  who  robbed  Mr.  aider- 
man  Kitchen,  about  two  years  ago, 
on  the  highway,  near  Hornfey,  for 
which  Peter  Airey  and  - —  Davies 
wore  capitally  convicted,  but  re- 
(B)  ceived 
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ceived  a  refpite,  and  were  a  Ihort 
time  ago  traniported  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  fettleme'nts  in  Africa.  And, 
previous  to  his  execution,  William 
Hurt  confeffed  to  the  ordinary  of 
Newgate,  the  rev.  Mr.  Villette, 
and  to  Mr.  Akennan,  the  keeper, 
that  he  and  another  man  now  con¬ 
fined  in  a  county  gaol,  were  the 
perfons  that  robbed  fir  Thomas 
Davenport  and  his  lady  in  October 
lad ;  for  which  Thomas  Wood  and 
George  Brown  were  tried,  and  ac¬ 
quitted,  at  the  Dcc’ember  feifions. 
See  VoU  V.  p.  102. 

( ; .  The  feifions  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
which  began  on  the  23d  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  ended  this  day,  when  33 
convibfs  received  ientence  of  death, 
viz,  Peter  Newbury  and  William 
Iverfon,  for  afiaulting  John  Lock¬ 
et,  a  Chelfea  penfioner,  in  the  Five 
Fields,  Chelfea, beating  and  wound¬ 
ing  him,  and  robbing  him  of  one 
guinea  and  a  penfion  ticket ;  Jofeph 
Hitchcock,  alias  Church,  John 
Miles,  and  James  Gray,  for  deal¬ 
ing  on  board  the  fhip  Elbe,  Joel 
Goddard,  in  the  river  Thames,  3 
calks  and  two  boxes,  containing 
10,000  dollars  and  40  watches  [fee 
Jan .  1 7 .  J ;  John  L ucas ,  John  Wa¬ 
ters,  and  Richard  Summers,  alias 
Smith,  for  burglarioufly  breaking 
and  entering  the  dwelling-houfe  ot 
Thomas  Knott,  in  King-itreet,  Co¬ 
vent-Garden,  and  dealing  a  large 
quantity  of  black  and  white  lace, 
ribbon,  and  other  things,  value 
700I.  and  upwards  ;  James  Lapiere, 
Henry  Jackfon,  James  Corwan, 
Henry  Murphy,  Jafper  Robins, 
Robert  Roberts,  and  Win.  Bland, 
for  divers  burglaries  ;  Tho.  Ives, 
for  horfe-dealing  *  Jofeph  Meads, 
tor  (beep-dealing ;  Benj.  Stokes, 
for  dealing  two  bullocks ;  William 
Wedon,  for  a  highway  robbery  ; 
James  Wiggan  and  James  Ruflel, 
iorfootpad robberies  j  JamesCoyle, 
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John  Oliver,  and  John  Johnfon, 
alias  Bandy,  for  dreet  robberies  ; 
Elizabeth  Chapman,  Anne  Mott, 
and  Rofe  Fitzpatrick,  for  privately 
dealing  ;  Charles  Peyton,  Robert 
Mott,  and  Thomas  Wed,  for  re¬ 
turning  from  tranfportation  ;  Mi¬ 
chael  Johnfon,  alias  Mac  Mahon, 
for  forging  a  feaman’s  will  ;  and 
Holland  Palmer,  alias  Farmer,  and 
Anne  Jones,  who  in  December  fef- 
ilon  were  convidted  of  felonioudy 
uttering  and  vending  certain  forged 
receipts  for  payment  of  money, 
with  certain  damps  thereon,  re- 
fembling  the  damp  provided  by  the 
late  act. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  feilion  came 
on  the  trial  of  Jacques  Phillippe 
Hardy,  fecretary  to  the  count  de 
Mirabea-u,  for  dealing  feveral  of 
his  mader’s  effedts,  part  here,  and 
part  in  France.  The  trial  having- 
proceeded  to  feme  length,  and  there 
appearing  no  {Efficient  evidence  on 
which  to  convidt  the  prifoner,  Mr. 
juflice  Buller  recommended  it  to 
the  counfel  for  the  profecution  to 
drop  it.  This  was  agreed  to  by 
the  count,  provided  his  motives  for 
commencing  it  might  be  permitted 
to  be  explained  to  the  court,  and 
to  the  public  ;  to  which  no  oppo- 
fition  was  made.  It  appeared,  that 
the  count  had  received  his  trunk  al- 
moft  empty  from  Paris,  and  that  a- 
mong  the  articles  milling  were  fome 
confidential  papers*,  that  had  been 
entruded  to  the  prifoner :  that,  in 
hopes  of  recovering  thofe  papers, 
fir  Gilbert  Elliot  had  adviled  the 
count,  to  apply  for  a  warrant  to 
apprehend  his  fecretary  ;  but  this 
not  having  the  defired  effedl  (the 
warrant  not  having  been  executed 
till  more  than  ten  days  after  it  had 
been  iiliied),  fir  Gilbert,  to  clear 
the  count  of  any  malicious  inten- 
tion,  advifed  the  carrying  the  af¬ 
fair  into  court,  which  he  was  now 

ready 
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ready  to  drop,  at  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  bench,  judge  Buller 
then  directed  the  jury  to  acquit  the 
prifoner,  at  the  fame  time  allow¬ 
ing  the  propriety  of  the  prolecu- 
tion  on  the  grounds  on  which  it 
was  undertaken  ;  which  however 
did  not,  in  his  opinion,  affeCt  the 
character  of  the  prifoner. 

On  the  trial  of  Hitchcock,  Miles, 
and  Gray,  it  appeared  in  evidence, 
that  the  prifoners,  with  four  others, 
having  obtained  information  that  a 
large  quantity  of  dollars  and  watch¬ 
es  were  lent  on  board  the  brig,  a- 
greed  together  to  deal  the  fame, 
and  accordingly  proceeded  on  their 
purpofe  on  the  6th  of  OCtober  laid, 
between  lix  and  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ing.  They  took  a '  boat  on  the 
Middlefex  line  of  the  Thames,  and 
eroded  the  water,  after  which  they 
returned  in  another  boat  off  New 
Crane,  where  the  fhip  lay.  To 
difguile  themfelves,  they  blacked 
their  faces  with  loot.  Three  of 
them  firft  went  into  the  cabin, 
where  a  boy  was,  who  went  and 
told  two  revenue  officers  and  an¬ 
other  perfon  what  had  happened, 
and  then,  actuated  by  fear,  conceal¬ 
ed  himfelf.  The  other  parties  on 
board  had  a  fhort  fcuffle  with  the 
depredators,  but  were  foon  over¬ 
powered  by  the  fuperiority  of  their 
numbers,  and  after  the  robbers  had 
effected  their  purpofe,  faliened  down 
below  the  hatches.  The  Jews,  to 
whom  they  fold  fome  of  the  dol¬ 
lars,  gave  them  three  fliillings,  and 
for  fome  three  lhillings  and  nine- 
pence  per  piece. 

—  On  Thurfday  came  on  at 
Guildhall,  before  the  earl  of  Mans¬ 
field,  the  trial  of  an  indictment  a- 
gainft  a  perfon  in  Hertfordfhire,  for 
contracting  with,  enticing,  and  en¬ 
deavouring  to  feduce  feveral  cur¬ 
riers  to  leave  this  kingdom,  in  or¬ 
der  to  carry  on  that  trade  at  a  ma¬ 


nufactory  at  Pontaudemer  in  Nor* 
mandy  ;  when  upon  hearing  the 
teitimony  of  only  one  witnefs  on 
behalf  ot  the  profecution,  the  jury 
found  the  defendant  guilty.  Set 
Jan .  22,  and 

—  The  chairman  of  the  Eafl 
India  company  had  a  conference 
on  Saturday  with  Mr.  Pitt,  at  his 
houfe  in  Downing-ftredt,  concern¬ 
ing  the  Ganges  Ealt  Indiaman, 
captain  R.  Dempfter,  which  was 
feized  at  Tarbut,  near  Limerick* 
in  Ireland.  Captain  Dempfier  had 
arrived  within  foundings  from  In¬ 
dia,  with  fair  wind  and  weather, 
when  the  wind  fuddenly  veered  a- 
bout  to  the  fouth-ealt,  and  came  ou 
with  fqualls,  fnow,  &c.  which, 
obliged  hirn  to  bear  away  for  Ire¬ 
land.  They  made  the  mouth  of 
the  Shannon,  and  went  in.  The 
people  of  the  fhip,  as  ufual,  began 
to  make  every  effort  for  difpofing 
of  their  little  ventures ;  but  be¬ 
ing  in  fome  meafure  too  open, 
and  a  difpute  happening  between 
the  failors  and  the  revenue  officers, 
the  furveyor  of  the  cuftoms  at 
Limerick  iffued  an  order,  and  offi¬ 
cers  were  fent  on  board,  who  put 
the  king’s  broad  arrow  upon  the 
fhip  and  cargo.  The  commander 
immediately  dilpatched  an  exprefs 
to  the  directors  of  the  India  com¬ 
pany,  who  laid  the  matter  be¬ 
fore  government,  and  an  order  has 
been  fent  to  difcharge  the  fhip  ; 
but  as  the  Irifh  are  now  perfectly 
independent,  and  governed  by  their 
own  laws,  the  forms  of  the  courts 
of  law  in  that  kingdom  mu  ft  be 
gone  through. 

—  The  following  are  the  parti¬ 
cular#  of  the  final  fentence  agmnft 
Charles  Outterbuck,  late  a  clerk  lrx 
the  Bank;— -about  four  months 
ago,  he  was  tried  in  France,  for 
a  felony  in  defrauding  the  Bank; 
but  there  appeared  a  flaw  in  the 
(B  2)  indiCt- 
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indi£lment —calling  the  Bank  of 
England  (its  common  and  mercan¬ 
tile  title),  the  Bank  Royal.  The  in¬ 
dictment,  after  many  hours  argu¬ 
ment,  was  fet  afide  for  the  prefent, 
to  be  finally  referred  to  the  king. 
The  king  accordingly  fat  in  judg¬ 
ment  upon  the  referred  cafe  ;  and 
as  it  is  an  etiquette  in  the  French 
laws,  to  annex  a  degree  of  exte¬ 
nuation  to  the  kind’s  decifions  in 
lituations  of  this  nature — his  fen- 
tence,  which  would  have  been 
death,  had  he  been  found  guilty 
In  the  firft  court,  is  altered  to  a 
condemnation  to  the  gallies  for  life. 
This  tedious  and  complicated  af¬ 
fair  has  coif  the  Bank  of  England 
double  the  fum  they  were  defraud¬ 
ed  of :  however,  they  have  fo  far 
gained  their  point,  in  making  an 
example  of  a  man  who  was  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  public  confidence, 

— -  The  court-martial,  which 
Was  lately  appointed  to  try  general 
Rofs.,  on  account  of  a  difagree- 
ment  between  him  and  fir  Robert 
Boyd,  met  yefierday  at  the  Horfe 
Guards,  purfuant  to  their  adjourn¬ 
ment.  General  Rofs  was  called  in, 
when  lord  Townfhend,  the  prefi- 
.dent,  informed  him,  that  the  court 
had  adjourned  formerly  to  alk  the 
opinion  of  the  twelve  judges,  re- 
fpedling  the  competency  of  their 
jurifdidion  to  try  him  ;  that  they 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  chief 
baron,  fayi®g,  that  the  judges  were 
gone  their  circuits,  and  would  not 
be  reaflembled,  till  the  ne;xt  term, 
the  13th  of  April.  The  court, 
therefore,  adjourned  fine  die,  and 
Informed  the  general,  that  he  would 
have  notice  from  the  judge  advo¬ 
cate,  when  his  appearance  was  a- 
gain  wanted. 

6.  A  few  days  ago  died,  at  Step¬ 
ney,  an  apparently  poor  old  man, 
who  ufed  to  hawk  quills  .about  the 
fireets ;  but  who  hath  bequeathed 


by  his  will,  which  is  dated  about 
fourteen  months  back,  the  follow¬ 
ing  legacies,  viz.  to  the  Religious 
Society  at  the  rev.  Mr.  Brewer’s 
Meeting,  near  Stepney  church, 
io,QOol.  ;  to  ten  nephews  and 
nieces  10L  per  annum  for  life  ;  and 
to  a  female  acquaintance,  with 
whom  he  had  been  long  intimate, 
and  who  had  alfifted  him  with  her 
kind  offices,  20s.  per  week,  to  be 
paid  every  Saturday  morning  :  all 
which  is  to  go  to  the  above  reli¬ 
gious  lociety  as  the  lives  of  the  fe¬ 
ver  al  legatees  drop  off. 

7.  On  Wednefday  came  on  be¬ 
fore  the  lord  chief  baron,  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  a  caufe  infti- 
tuted  by  the  commiffioners  of  the 
Stamp-office,  againft  Mr.  Newbery, 
of  St.  Paul’s  church-yard,  for  fell¬ 
ing  medicines  without  a  licence. 
From  the  very  liberal  manner  in 
which  the  caufe, was  opened  by  the 
folicitor- general,  it  was  evident  that 
this  profecution  was  commenced, 
folely  with  a  view  to  have  the  right 
conftrudtion  of  the  medicine  adt 
fairly  determined.  A  witnefs  being 
called  to  prove  that  he  had  pur- 
chafed  feveral  medicines  at  the  de¬ 
fendant’s,  and  among  them  Dr. 
James’s  Analeptic  pills,  which  is  a 
patent  medicine,  the  folicitor-gene- 
ral  contended,  that  though  Mr, 
Newbery  had  kept  a  fiiop  for  three 
years  before  the  palling  of  the  adt, 
for  the  fale  of  medicines  only,  yet 
by  having  fold  a  patent  medicine, 
he  was  thrown  out  of  the  excep¬ 
tion,  and  mull  therefore  take  out  a 
licence.  Mr.  Cowper,  counfel  for 
the  defendant,  argued  that  from  the 
ambiguity  in  which  the  adl  was  in¬ 
volved,  it  was  difficult  to  draw  from 
it  any  clear  fenfe  or  meaning  ;  but 
whatever  was  the  fenfe  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  claufe  in  quefiion,  he  could 
not  underhand,  that  it  could  be  ap¬ 
plied  fo  as  to  afiedt  Mr.  Newbery’s 
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cafe.  From  a  general  view  of  the 
ad',  the  intention  of  the  legiflature, 
he  obferved,  was  to  iinpofe  a  duty 
upon  patent  medicines,  and  to  re¬ 
train  bookfellers,  perfumers,  and 
other  fhopkeepers,  from  felling  me¬ 
dicines  without  a  licence  and  damps ; 
but  that  the  general  dealers  in  drugs 
or  medicines  fhould  be  exempted. 
This  feemed  to  be  the  fpirit  of  the 
ad  ;  but  if  the  literal  conftrudion 
of  it  was  reforted  to,  he  fiiewed 
that  his  client  had  a  good  claim  to 
exemption  even  upon  that  ground. 
Mr.  Corvper’s  arguments  were 
irruch  approved  of,  and  appeared  to 
be  founded  on  a  fair  and  reafonable 
interpretation  of  the  ad ;  but  as 
the  queftion  was  of  nice  import,  a 
fpecial  verdid  was  agreed  upon,  in 
order  that  the  opinion  of  the  court 
might  be  taken. 

This  caufe  was  followed  by  an¬ 
other  upon  fimilar  grounds,  with 
Melds.  Dicey  and  Co.  of  Bow 
church-yard,  which  was  alfo  re¬ 
ferred  to  be  argued  before  the 
court. 

After  this,  a  caufe  was  tried  with 
Melds.  Wra^s  of  Birchin-lane,  for 
felling  medicines  without  a  licence, 
and  it  being  proved  that  they  had 
dealt  in  articles  of  perfumery  as  well 
as  medicines,  the  jury  found  a  ver¬ 
did  againft  them. 

—  Monday  evening  about  eight 
o’clock,  the  fame  atrocious  expe¬ 
dient,  which  was  lately  fo  fuccefs- 
fullv  pradifed  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs. 
Abercrombie,  in  Charlotte- freet, 
was  repeated  at  colonel  Arabin’s,  in 
GrefTe-ftreet,  in  the  fame  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  A  man  knocked  at  the 
colonel’s  door,  which  the  footman 
did  not  open,  but  was  afoed  who  It 
was,  and  was  told  it  was  the  tay- 
lor,  upon  which  the  man  opened 
the  door,  and  five  men  immediately 
entered,  whofe  faces  were  dilguifed, 
who  were  armed  with  the  ufual 


mftruments  of  violence.  They 
threw  a  cloth  over  the  face  of  the 
footman,  pinioned  him,  two  female 
fervants,  and  the  colonel’s  lady, 
after  which  they  proceeded  to  ride 
the  houfe  of  plate,  jewels,  money, 
and  linen,  to  the  value  of  near 
2000I.  See  Feb,  10. 

KxtraEi  of  a  letter  from  Salijluryy 
March  y. 

“  A  very  dreadful  inftance  of  the 
deleterious  effedts  of  the  fumes  of 
lighted  charcoal  prefented  itfelf  on 
T uefday  morning  in  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Seymour,  baker,  in  Cafile- 
fireet.  Mrs.  Seymour  had  been 
fome  time  in  a  declining  ft  ate,  and 
on  Monday  night  her  two  lifters  and 
a  nurfe  fat  up  with  her ;  in  the 
morning  Mr.  Seymour’s  maid-fer- 
vant  went  into  the  room,  and  found 
them  lying  in  different  parts,  and 
going  to  her  mafter,  reported  them 
to  be  afieep  ;  he  immediately  went 
into  the  room,  when,  to  his  inex- 
preffible  horror,  he  found  his  wife, 
one  of  her  lifters;  and  the  nurfe 
dead,  and  the  other  fcarcely  fenfi- 
ble.  Medical  afiiftance  w^as  inftant- 
ly  procured,  but  too  late  to  recover 
any,  fave  the  iaft  perfon,  who  is 
now  out  of  danger,  and  fays,  that 
about  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  find- 
ing  themfelves  very  cold,  and  there 
being  no  fire-place  in  the  room, 
they  lighted  fome  charcoal  in  a  pan, 
and  when  the  fmoke  was  gone  off', 
brought  it  into  the  room  ;  that  af¬ 
ter  this  file  lay  down  by  Mrs.  Sey¬ 
mour,  but  obferving  her  other  lif¬ 
ter  and  the  nurfe  appear  as  if  faint¬ 
ing,  and  finding  the  room  very  hot, 
file  got  up,  and  carried  out  the  pan 
of  fire,  and  returned  to  alfift  her 
filler,  but  in  going  to  her  fell  back¬ 
wards.  After  this  file  at  intervals 
again  attempted  to  go  to  her,  but 
as  often  failed  ;  which  is  the  only 
account  file  can  givfc  of  this  melan¬ 
choly  event.’’ 

(By) 
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Edinburgh)  March  9.  The  filver 
plate  taken  in  April,  1778,  by  the 
crew  of  the  Ranger  American  pri¬ 
vateer,  then  commanded  by  Paul 
Jones,  from  the  earl  of  Selkirk, 
was  lafl  week  Pent  back  to  his  lord- 
ihip  by  Paul  Jones,  carriage  paid. 

Paris ,  March  1 8.  The  nth  in- 
flam,  about  ’eight  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  the  lieur  Mechain,  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  dif- 
‘  covered  a  new  comet  in  the  con- 
flellation  Andromeda,  which  is  not 
yet  perceptible  to  the  naked  e}re. 
At  26  minutes  after  eight  the  alti¬ 
tude  of  this  comet  was  7  degrees,  8 
minutes ;  and  its  northern  declina¬ 
tion  26  degrees,  35  minutes. 

25.  Count  Zambeccari  and  ad¬ 
miral  hr  Edward  Vernon  made  an 
aerial  trip  from  Tottenbam-Court 
Road,  to  a  ploughed  field,  about  3 
miles  beyond  King’s-held,  near 
Horfham  in  SufTex,  diflant  from 
London  35  miles,  which  they  fail¬ 
ed  in  lefs  than  an  hour.  This  was 
by  far  the  mod  hazardous  voyage 
that  has  yet  been  made.  At  find 
fetting  out,  the  wind  tore  away  the 
lower  part  of  the  netting,  and  broke 
the  glafs  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
machine  through  which  the  firing 
of  the  valve  pafled,  in  confequence 
of  which,  a  piece  of  hlk  was  hallily 
applied  to  hop  the  aperture,  and  the 
firing  in  the  hurry  left  in  the  in- 
fide,  by  which  they  were  deprived 
of  the  means  of  defeending  at  plea- 
fure.  When  they  were  far  above 
the  clouds,  three  of  the  firings  that 
attached  the  boat  to  the  balloon 
gave  way  almofl  at  once,  by  which 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  they 
were  defirous  to  change  their  ele¬ 
ment  ;  but  all  means  of  defeending 
feemed  out  of  their  power,  till  the 
count  thought  of  cutting  the  filken 
tubes,  which'fortunately  gave  the 
necefiary  exit  to  the  inflammable 
air  •  but  not  before  the  balloon  had 


mounted  fo  high,  that  the  clouds 
appeared  at  a  great  diflance  below, 
and  the  fun  fhone  very  bright ;  at 
the  fame  time  the  quickfilver  in  the 
barometer  fell  fuddenlv  to  28  :  8, 
whereas  on  earth  it  flood  at  30:4: 
the  diflance,  to  which  the  balloon 
bad  reached,  nearly  two  mites  in 
perpendicular  height.  In  defeend¬ 
ing,  they  paired  through  a  denfe 
cloud  which  covered  them  with 
fnow,  and  felt  very  cold  ;  but  their 
motion  being  very  rapid,  they  foon 
arrived  fafe.  The  obfervations  they 
made  were,  that  the  balloon  kept 
perpetually  turning  round  its  ver¬ 
tical  axis,  fo  me  times  fo  rapidly  as 
to  make  each  revolution  in  4  or 
5  feconds ;  that  a  peculiar  noife 
was  heard  like  ruffling  among  the 
clouds  ;  and  that  in  their  defeent 
the  air  was  cold,  and  the  balloon 
much  agitated. 

29.  Yefterday  at  five  o’clock,  a 
dreadful  fire  broke  out,  in  the  houfe 
of  earl  Spencer,  at  Wimbledon, 
which,  for  want  of  water,  entirely 
dellroyed  the  houfe,  and  the  mofl 
valuable  part  of  the  furniture,  pic¬ 
tures,  &c. 

30.  On  Wednefday  night  a  fire 
broke  out  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Ward,  at  Rhos-Fawr,  near  Llan- 
fair,  Montgomeryfhire,  when  all 
the  family  were  in  profound  fleep. 
A  tenant  lived  in  one  part  of  the 
houfe,  whofe  fervant  maid  was  fir  ft 
alarmed  by  the  flames,  jufl  time 
enough  to  wake  her  miflrefs,  who 
was  fick,  and  whom  fhe  carried  up¬ 
on  her  back  out  of  the  houfe.  Be¬ 
fore  file  could  alarm  her  mailer,  or 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward,  the  whole 
building  was  in  a  blaze,  which  w^as 
entirely  confumed  to  allies,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  owners  and  tenant. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  were  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  and  the  tenant, 
who  perifhed  with  them,  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  fuffocated  ip  his  fleep. 
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i.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Gorton,  of  St. 
James’s  Palace,  going  to  Streatham, 
were  Hopped  by  two  highwaymen, 
near  the  tour-mile  Hone  from  Weft- 
minfter-bridge.  They  took  from 
Mr.  Gorton  eleven  guineas  :  they 
afterwards  went  to  Mrs.  Gorton, 
and  in  attempting  to  rifle  her,  Hie 
feized  the  piftol  which  one  of  them 
held  to  her,  and  the  man,  not  being 
able  to  extricate  it  from  her,  tired 
it  at  her,  and  then  rode  off  full 
fpeed.  The  ball  went  through  Mrs. 
Gorton’s  great  coat,  clofe  to  her 
bread:,  and  fortunately  between  her 
and  Mr.  Gorton,  without  doing  any 
farther  damage  than  greatly  alarm¬ 
ing  them  both  ;  each  thinking  the 
other  was  fliot. 

—  Wednefday  night  Lucas  and 
Waters,  two  convicts  under  fen- 
tence  of  death  in  Newgate,  broke 
out  of  their  cells,  by  digging 
through  the  floor.  They  got  into 
the  common  fewer,  where  they 
wandered  all  night,  and  yeflerday 
morning  came  to  the  grate,  facing 
the  door,  where,  calling  for  affiif- 
ance,  they  were  pulled  out  with 
ropes,  and  fecured  in  Newgate. 

Leyden ,  March  29.  They  write 
from  Carlfbourg,  that  on  the  27th 
of  laft  month  Nicola  Urfz,  fur- 
named  Horiah,  and  Ivan  Klotfcha, 
the  Wallachian  rebel  chiefs,  were 
executed  before  the  gate  of  that 
city,  by  being  broken  alive  on  the 
wheel,  and  that  their  bodies  being 
quartered,  the  parts  thereof  are  or¬ 
dered  to  be  expofed  in  the  places 
where  their  greateft  cruelties  were 
committed.  The  letters  add,  that 
the  province  is  reftored  to  perfect 
tranquillity.  See  Feb,  1. 

Conjlantinople,  Feb,  5.  The  print¬ 
ing-office,  opened  here  by  the  fo- 
licitations  of  the  grand  viflr,  is  now 
employed  on  federal  works,  at  the 


ex  pence  of  the  government  :  one 
of  the  moil  important  is  the  Hillory 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  by  order 
of  the  grand  fignior  ;  when  this  e- 
dition  is  completed,  a  copy  of  it 
will  be  delivered  to  every  member 
of  the  Divan,  and  to  the  governors 
and  balhaws. 

Naples ,  March  8.  All  our  neigh¬ 
bouring  mountains  are  deeply  co¬ 
vered  with  fnow,  and  that  of  Sem¬ 
ina  affords  a  very  lingular  fpeCtacle^ 
confiding  of  the  burning  lava  if- 
iuing  from  the  mountain,  and  melt¬ 
ing  the  fnow  it  encounters ;  in 
many  parts  torrents  of  fire  and  wa¬ 
ter  are  feen  interfering  each  other 
in  a  variety  of  directions  amidft  the 
white  and  glittering  congelations 
with  which  the  face  of  the  country 
is  overfpread, 

2.  This  day,  about  one  o’clock, 
a  fire  broke  out  in  the  large  room . 
at  Spring-gardens,  Charing-crofs, 
formerly  known  by  the  name  of 
Cox’s  Mufeum,  but  at  this  time 
taken  by  a  man  who  was  exhibiting 
Windfor  cafilc  cut  in  cork,  and 
Mount  Vefuvius :  the  perfon  was 
fhewing  the  burning  mountain  to  a 
company ;  in  throwing  up  the  light¬ 
ed  rofin,  fome  of  it  fell  upon  a 
large  quantity  of  eombuftible  mat¬ 
ter,'  which,  through  forgetfulnel's, 
had  not  been  put  into  its  proper 
place,  and  in  an  inftant  let  the 
building  on  fire,  the  whole  of 
which  was  con  fumed,  with  two  ad¬ 
jacent  houfes. 

P eterjhurgh,  Feb .  22.  On  the 
6th  ult.  the  feflival  of  the  Bene¬ 
diction  of  the  Waters,  we  had  an 
example  of  toleration  which  does 
honour  to  the  age.  The  emprefs’s 
confelfor,  the  prelate  fwen  Pamli- 
to,  gave  a  grand  dinner  to  the  ec- 
clefiaftics  of  all  the  religions  at  Pe- 
terfburgh.  Among  thole  invited 
were  the  Ruffian  archbifliop  of  Po- 
locz,  the  patriarch  of  Gulinia,  fe- 
(B  4)  veral 
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veral  Ruffian  archimandrites,  a  bi- 
fhop,  a  prior,  and  feveral  other  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Priefts,  fix  Luthe¬ 
ran  preachers,  and  thofe  of  the 
Englifh,  French,  Dutch,  and  Ger¬ 
man  Proteda'nt  churches. 

4.  On  Saturday,  at  the  quarter- 
feffions  for  We  thru  nite  r,  Richard 
Cope  (a  foldier  in  the  guards)  was 
tried  for  affaulting  and  impri  foiling 
a  gentleman,  of  great  eminence, 
fortune,  and  honour,  in  Lincoln’s  - 
inn,  detaining  him  in  a  place,  called 
the  Black-hole,  without  lire  or  can¬ 
dle,  all  night,  of  the  7th  of  De¬ 
cember  laid,  and  charging  him  with 
an  unnatural  crime,  in  order  to  ex¬ 
tort  money  from  him,  when  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  found  guilty,  to  the 
great  fatlsfadtion  or  a  crowded  court, 
*.nd  fentenced  to  be  iraprifoned  in 
Tothili-iielcls  Bridewell,  five  years, 
and  to  hand  in  the  pillory,  at  Char- 
ing-crofs,  five  times,  viz.  once  in 
every  year. 

tj.  On  Monday  Was  executed  at 
Leicefler,  Abraham  Shaw,  for  a 
burglary.  He  was  only  23  years 
of  age.  His  behaviour  was  re¬ 
markably  hardened  and  impenitent. 
On  the  morning  of  his  execution, 
being  afked  if  he  had  any  thing  to 
fay  before  he  left  this  world  ?  he 
faid  No  ;  he  only  wi  filed  that  where 
there  was  one  robbery  committed 
there  might  be  a  thoufknd  :  which 
with  great  earnefimefs  he  repeated, 
61  a  thoufknd  !  a  tho aland !  ” — He 
fung  feveral  verfes  of  lewd  fongs 
before  he  left  the  gaol  the  fame 
morning,  and  declared  he  would  do 
the  fame  at  the  place  of  execution ; 
but  notwith handing  this  affe&cd ' 
boldnefs,  before  he  was  turned  off 
bis  mock-courage  forfopk  him,  and 
he  was  evidently  much  coiivulfed, 
in  which  fate  he  was  launched  into 
eternity. 

6.  On  Friday  Robert  Carpenter, 
feme  time  ago  a  navy-agent  at 
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Portfmouth,  was  executed  at  Win* 
chefter  gallows,  for  forgingfeamen’s 
wills  and  powers,  in  order  to  de¬ 
fraud  them  of  their  wages.  He  is 
laid  to  have  left  a  fortune  of  up¬ 
wards  of  7000I.  behind  him,  be- 
fides  a  houfe  fuperbly  furniflied  at 
Portfmouth,  which,  it  is  faid,  the 
fheriff  feized  on  his  condemnation. 
He  has  left  a  wife,  a  very  genteel 
woman,  and  three  children,  unpro¬ 
vided  for.  He  died  very  penitently 
in  light  of  a  vail  number  of  fpecta- 
tors,  many  of  whom  fired  tears  up¬ 
on  the  melancholy  occalion.  He 
formerly  belonged  to  Drury-lane 
theatre,  and  was  the  clown  in  the 
pantomimes. 

7.  On  Tuefday,  George  Peters, 
efq,  wa.3  chofen  governor,  and  Ed¬ 
ward  Dareil,  efq.  deputy  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  And  vef- 
terday  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chofen  directors,  viz. 

Samuel  Beachcroft,  efq. 

Daniel  Booth,  efq. 

Thomas  Boddington,  efq. 

Lyde  Browne,  efq. 

Thomas  Dea,  efq. 

William  Ewer,  efq. 

Peter  Gauflen,  efq. 

Daniel  Giles,  efq. 

William  Hal  head,  efq. 

John  Harrifon,  efq. 

Bee  lion  Long,  efq. 

job  Mathew,  efq. 

James  Maude,  efq. 

Richard  Neave,  efq. 

Jofeph  Nutt,  efq. 

Ifaac  Qfborne,  efq. 

Edward  Payne,  efq. 

Chriftopher  Puller,  efq. 

Thomas  Raikes,  efq. 

William  Snell,  efq. 

Samuel  Thornton,  efq. 

Brook  Watfon,  efq.  and  aldenm 

Mark  Weyland,  efq. 

Beniamin  Winthrop,  efq. 

St*  J<igo  de  la  Vega ,  December  1  o9 
7  84.  On  Monday  Maurice  Keat¬ 
ing 
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mg  was  executed  near  Port  Royal, 
for  piracy  and  murder,  and  after¬ 
wards  hung  in  chains.  The  night 
before  his  execution  he  mod  fo- 
lemnly  declared,  that  the  following 
outlines  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
were  ffridly  true  : — That  he  had 
been  a  volunteer  in  the  king’s  army 
in  America,  and  afterwards  a  lieute¬ 
nant  in  Arnold’s  regiment, 'when  that 
officer  joined  the  Britifh  ;  that  he  had 
been  in  nine  actions,  and  employed 
by  general  Clinton  in  three  differ¬ 
ent  meffages  to  lord  Cornwallis, 
when  be  liege  d  in  Y orb-town,  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  that,  on  the  conclufion  of 
the  peace,  Arnold’s  regiment  being 
difbanded,  he  was  difcharged  with¬ 
out  half-pay,  or  any  other  provi- 
iion.  He  then  made  a  voyage  to 
Santa  Cruz,  where  he  had  a  bro¬ 
ther,  who  truded  him  with  a  very 
coniiderable  venture  for  America, 
which  was  unfortunately  loft  with 
the  veffel  within  fight  of  New  Lon¬ 
don,  where  he  arrived  with  nothing 
but  the  clothes  on  his  back.  From 
New  London  he  found  means  to 
get  to  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  where 
he  became  acquainted  with  Eenj. 
Johnfon,  Jof.  Twentyman,  and  one 
Hughes,  with  whom  he  had  feve- 
ral  meetings  ;  at  one  of  which  it 
was  propofed  by  Hughes  to  procure 
a  paffage  on  board  the  fchooner 
Friendihip,  commanded  by  William 
Lewis,  and  bound  to  St.  Thomas’s ; 
to  feize  upon  the  faid  fchooner 
when  opportunity  offered  ;  to  mur¬ 
der  all  belonging  to  her  ;  and  to  fell 
the  fliip  and  cargo.  This,  bloody 
project,  in  the  evening  of  the  9th 
day  after  their  departure,  they 
carried  into  execution.  Keating, 
Twentyman,  and  Hughes,  went  up 
to  Mr.  Chadwick  at  the  helm,  and, 
prefenting*  a  loaded  pifiol  to  his 
head,  {wore  if  he  fpoke  a  word  they 
would  fhoot  him  dead;  they  then 
bound  and  gagged  him.  Twenty- 


man  took  the  helm,  and  the  others 
fecured  the  men  upon  the  watch, 
all  of'  whom  Hughes  propofed  in- 
ffantly  to  throw  over-board.  This 
done,  Johnfon  and  Hughes  went 
into  the  cabin,  and  feizing  the 
captain  firft,  made  him  fecure, 
and  then  attacked  Mr.  Wilkin- 
fon,  a  paffenger,  who  made  re- 
fiftance,  and  could  not  eafily  be 
overpowered ;  but,  at  length,  by 
ftabbi ng  him  in  feveral  parts  of  his 
body,  and  chopping  off  his  fingers 
as  he  grafped  the  fhrouds,  they 
completed  their  horrid  purpofe. 
William  Price,  Ch.  Brown,  and  a 
Negro-man  and  boy,  who  were  a- 
fleep,  they  eafily  fubdued  ;  and,  af¬ 
ter  {wearing  them  on  a  book  to  be 
true,  kept  them  alive  to  work  the 
fliip.  Chadwick  refufed  to  join 
them,  and  him  they  threw  over¬ 
board  without  reiiftance.  Twenty- 
man  affumed  the  command  of  the 
veffel,  as  the  only  man  who  could 
direft  her  courfe  ;  and,  after  thirty 
days  fail,  coming  in  light  of  An¬ 
tigua,  Hughes  having  rendered 
himfelf  fufpeded,  Twentyman  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  thrown  overboard, 
which  was  the  more  readily  obey¬ 
ed,  as  he  had  fome  days  before  dis¬ 
patched  the  Negro-man  in  the  fame 
way.  Antigua  being  in  fight,  there 
was  now  but  little  time  to  delibe¬ 
rate  ;  and  it  was,  on  confultation, 
their  unanimous  opinion  to  make 
for  a  French  port  rather  than  an 
Englifh  port,  to  difpofe  of  the  fliip 
and  cargo.  Port  Louis  was  there¬ 
fore  made  choice  of  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  Guadaloupe  was  the 
j flan d  to  which  Twentyman  fleered. 
Here  Keating  affumed  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  merchant,  and  would  have 
lucceeded  in  the  fale,  had  not  Ch. 
Brown  found  means  to  efcape ; 
which  fo  alarmed  the  pirates,  that 
they  infi^ntly  failed  to  St.  Mar¬ 
tin’s,  where  they  difpofed  of  almaU 
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part  of  their  cargo,  took  two  or 
three  Mul  at  toes  on  board  to  work 
the  fhip,  and  fleered  for  Hifpaniola ; 
where  Keating,  difpofing  of  all  the 
cargo,  efcaped  from  his  companions, 
and  got  to  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica, 
Dec.  8,  1784,  in  a  very  bad  flate 
of  health.  Here  he  took  lodgings 
at  Mrs.  Dubois’s,  where  he  grew 
worfe,  and  fent  for  a  phylician, 
who,  talking  on  various  lubjedts, 
difeovered  that  his  illnefs  did  not 
proceed  lb  much  from  a  bodily  com¬ 
plaint,  as  from  a  difordered  mind. 
Among  other  queftions  he  put  to  the 
phylician,  he  alked,  44  if  fome  pi¬ 
rates  had  not  lately  been  appre¬ 
hended  there  ?”  He  was  anfiver- 
ed  in  the  affirmative,  and,  44  that 
they  were  the  moll  bloody  and  a- 
bandoned  villains  that  had  ever  ap¬ 
peared  upon  record.” — 44  My  God  1 
(cried  he)  what  a  pain  have  I  in 
my  head,  and  deadly  licknefs  at  my 
heart !  Send  for  a  barber  mflantly, 
or  I  fllali  be  diilrabted!”  The 
ph  yfician  now  fufpeCted  the  real 
caufe,  and  Keating  having  been 
advertifed,  he  had  recourfe  to  the 
news-papers  ;  his  patient  anfwer- 
ing  the  defeription,  a  warrant 
was  obtained  ;  and,  on  apprehend¬ 
ing'  him,  he  did  not  helitate  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  guilt,  though  he  was 
unwilling  to  difgrace  his  family. 
It  has  lince  been  found  that  he  was 
born  at  Munfler,  and  of  no  mean 
extraction. — On  his  trial  he  plead¬ 
ed  not  guilty;  but  he  was  con¬ 
demned  upon  his  own  confeffion, 
notwithflanding  his  counfel  object¬ 
ed  to  the  admiffibilitv  of  it.  Twen- 
tyman  and  Johnlon  had  likewife 
been  apprehended  ;  but  not  having 
iigned  their  examinations,  their  tri¬ 
als  were  pollponed.  Twentyman 
foorj.  after  died  in  gaol. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Whit  dull , 
in  the  par ijh  of  St.  Elizabeth ,  Ja¬ 
maica,  Dec.  30,  17^4* 

44  A  dreadful  tragedy  was  lately 


a&ed  at  Windfor  efiate  in  this  pa- 
rifh.  One  of  Mr.  Stirling’s  new 
Negroes  fet  fire  to  lix  Negro  houfes, 
which  were  burnt  to  allies,  mur¬ 
dered  three  black  children,  and 
wounded  feven  others,  together 
with  two  old  women,  without  hav¬ 
ing  received  the  fmalleft  provoca¬ 
tion.  After  this  he  purfued  one  of 
the  book-keepers,  who  very  nar¬ 
rowly  efcaped,  by  picking  up  a 
large  Hone  that,  lay  in  his  way  while 
running  from  the  murderer,  and 
throwing  it  with  great  violence  at 
him,  which  brought  him  to  the 
ground,  when  he  was  immediately 
fecured.  The  wretch  was  only 
three  feet  from  the  book-keeper, 
and  had  the  mflrurnent  of  his  bloody 
deeds  uplifted,  when  he  was  knock¬ 
ed  down.  He  was  brought  to  a 
fummary  trial  at  Lacovia,  and  fen- 
tenced  to  be  burnt  alive  ;  which 
was  carried  into  execution  on 
Thurfday  lull ;  and  he  fuilained  the 
fiery  trial  with  amazing  indiffer¬ 
ence.  He  declared  upon  his  ex¬ 
amination,  that  he  panted  after  the 
life  of  his  mailer,  Samuel  Mure, 
efq.  or  any  other  white  man,  and 
that  he  had  formerly  murdered  fe- 
veral  people  of  his  own  colour  both 
on  the  coall  of  Guinea,  and  on 
board  the  fhip  which  tranfported 
him  hither.” 

King jl on,  Jamaica ,  Jan.  8.  In¬ 
formation  having  been  received  that 
Hedlor  Mac  Millan  and  David  Mac 
Neil,  who  lately  murdered  Mr. 
George  Deares,  were  on  board  a 
final  1  veffel  in  Cow  Bay,  Mr.  Coak- 
ley,  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Ryal,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Deares,  friends  of  the 
deceafed,  immediately  refolved  to 
take  them.  When  they  came  along- 
iide  the  veffel,  Coakley  jumped  on 
board,  and  took  Mac  Millan  prifoner 
without  reliflance.  Mac  Neil  re¬ 
tiring  to  the  cabin,  was  purfued  by 
Lambert  and  Ryal,  the  former  of 
whom  fummoned  him  to  furrender, 
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which  he  refolutely  refufed.  Ryal 
riifked  into  the  cabin  with  a  loaded 
piftol,  and  unadvifedly  difcharging 
it  at  Mac  Neil,  without  effect,  the 
latter  returned  the  fire,  and  lodged 
the  whole  contents  of  his  piftol  in 
Ryal’s  bread:.  Mr.  Lambert  then 
forced  his  way  into  the  cabin,  and 
doling  with  Mac  Neil,  from  whom 
he  took  a  fee  end  loaded  piftol,  threw 
him  upon  his  back,  and,  with  af- 
iiftance,  fecured  him  with  a  rope, 
and  dragged  him  upon  deck.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  Mac  Neil  was 
brought  out  of  the  cabin,  Ryal 
fnewed  him  his  bleeding  boforn,  and 
faid,  with  a  molt  affedting  manner, 
6<  See  what  you  have  done,  but  I 
forgive  you  he  then  inftantly  ex¬ 
pired. 

9.  On  Saturday  lad  was  executed 
at  Norwich,  William  Newland,  for 
uttering  forged  notes,  purporting  to 
be  the  notes  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England. 
He  was  tried  at  the  dimmer  adzes, 
and  convicted  upon  the  cleared  evi¬ 
dence  ;  but  a  doubt  aridng  as  to  the 
finding  of  the  bill  by  the  grand  jury, 
he  did  not  receive  fentence,  till  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  was  taken. 
The  prifoner  was  the  perfon  who 
went  to  Yarmouth  with  the  forged 
notes,  and  employed  the  people  to 
go  to  Odend  and  Bruges,  where 
they  were  detefted.  Fortunately 
lor  the  public,  the  fird  note  offered 
was  detected  ;  and  the  magidrates 
at  Bruges,  highly  to  their  honour, 
delivered  up  to  the  folicitor  for  the 
bank  the  parties  detained  there,  and 
all  the  notes ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  the  prifoner  was  convidled. 

This  morning  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  houfe  of  Edwin  Francis  Stan¬ 
hope,  efq.  in  Curzon-dreet,  May- 
fair,  and  raged  with  iuch  violence, 
that  not  a  lingle  article  of  plate, 
jewels,  or  furniture,  could  be  laved. 
Lady  Stanhope’s  life  was  with  dif- 
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ficulty  faved,  die  being  taken  out  of 
bed  by  her  fervants  wrapped  up  in  a 
blanket.  On  dried  enquiry  into  the 
caufe,  fufpicion  fell  upon  Peter 
Shaw,  one  ot  her  ladydnp’s  foot- 
men.  It  came  out,  on  examination, 
that  he  had  lived  with  Mr.  Stan¬ 
hope  but  three  weeks,  and  had  rob¬ 
bed  him  of  medals,  watches,  rings, 
and  jewels,  to  -a  coniiderafde  a- 
mount,  fome  of  which  he  hsl  fold 
to  a  jeweller  in  Weftminder.  Fie 
confeffed  the  robbery,  but  denied 
his  having*  fet  fire  to  the  houfe. 

The  fame  evening  a  fire  broke  out 
at  a  fublcription  houfe  in  St.  Jaines** 
dreer,  adjoining  to  the  Thatghed- 
houfe  tavern,  and  entirely  conlumed 
the  fame  before  any  water  could  be 
got  to  extinguiih  the  flames.  The 
Thatched-houle  tavern  was  much 
damaged,  and  narrowly  efcaped  the 
fame  fate.  As  the  fire  burnt  fierce¬ 
ly  backwards,  the  clerks  at  the  fe- 
cretary  of  date’s  office  in  Cleveiand- 
row  fecured  the  papers  of  confe¬ 
quence  ;  but  happily  the  engines 
foon  extinguifhed  the  flames.  The 
fire  begun  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
houfe,  either  by  the  negligence  or 
malice  of  a  fervant  boy. 

11.  At  a  court  of  directors  of  the 
Ead  India  company,  “  Refolved 
unanimouily,  that,  in  confideration 
of  the  beady  exertions  of  George 
Leonard  Staunton,  efq.  and  the  a- 
bilities  he  difplayed  in  the  trubs  re- 
pofedin  him  by  the  feledt  committee 
of  Fort  St.  George  during  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  lord  Macartney  ;  and 
more  particularly  in  the  negociati- 
ons  carried  on  with  the  marquis  de 
Buffy  and  Tippoo  Sultan,  in  all  of 
which.  he  afled  without  emolument 
or  reward  of  any  kind  ;  Refolved, 
that  Mr.  Staunton  be  allqwed  500L 
per  annum,  during  his  life ;  to  com¬ 
mence  from  the  12th  of  March, 
1784,  being  the  day  on  which  the 
peace  was  figned  with  Tippoo  Sul¬ 
tan  ; 
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tan ;  and  that  lie  be  permitted  to 
proceed  to  Bengal  as  fecretary  to 
lord  Macartney,  on  entering  into 
the  fame  covenants  as  he  did  for¬ 
merly  in  going  with  his  lordfhip  to 
Fort  St.  George.” 

12.  The  feftions  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley,  which  began  on  the  fixth  in- 
flant,  ended  this  day,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death  ;  viz.  William  Harding, 
James  Haywood,  James  Jones,  and 
Richard  Clark,  for  burglaries ; 
Thomas  Scott,  Henry  Wood,  George 
Ward,  Thomas  Connor,  Thomas 
Bateman  alias  Parker,  and  John 
Hughes,  for  divers  robberies  :  Pa- 
trick  Daley,  Stephen  Langden, 
Margaret  Gardener,  and  Sarah 
Whitehead,  for  private  thefts  ; 
George  Pidgeon,  for  h'orfe-ftealing ; 
George  Mawley,  for  efcaping  a  fe- 
cond  time  from  the  hulks ;  Thomas 
Brown,  for  returning  from  tranf- 
portation ;  John  Thompfon  alias 
Wrinkle,  for  entering  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Plenry  Wells,  ftlverfmith, 
in  Thatnes-ftreet,  with  a  felonious 
intent  to  fteal  his  goods  ;  Patrick 
Bgan  alias  M(Grah,  for  taking  a 
falfe  oath  to  obtain  the  probate  of  a 
ieaman’s  will;  and  John  Henry 
Palmer,  and  Mary  Jones,  for  forg¬ 
ing,  and  publifhing  as  true,  know¬ 
ing  it  to  be  forged,  an  indenture  of 
apprenricefhip,  whereby  Edward 
Jones,  a  child  of  fourteen,  was 
bound  apprentice  to  one  Richard 
•Buckley,  and  alfo  a  receipt,  pur¬ 
porting  to  be  the  receipt  of  thefaid 
•Richard  Buckley,  for  the  fum  of 
20I.  (the  apprentice  fee)  with  iiw 
tent  to  defraud  the  Rewards  of  the 
i'oeiety  for  the  benefit  of  the  1'ons 
of  the  clergy. 

During  this  feftion,  William  Higv 
fon  was  capitally  convidted  for  the 
murder  of  his  foil,  a  child  of  nine 
years  old,  by  repeated  bmbarous 


treatment ;  ’  and  he  was  executed 
accordingly  on  the  nth. 

In  the  cou rfe  of  this  feftions  alfo, 
the  noted  George  Barrington  was 
tried  for  Healing  a  gold  watch,  in 
the  pit  paffage  of  Drury  lane  the¬ 
atre,  the  property  of  Mr.  Bagfhaw. 

Mr.  Bagfhaw  depoled,  that  he 
faw  the  prifoner  near  him  juft  be¬ 
fore  he  miffed  his  watch,  and  im¬ 
mediately  on  milling  it,  faw  him  be¬ 
hind  him  ;  he  aecufed  him  of  tak¬ 
ing  it ;  to  which  he  replied,  44  Have 
I,  Sir,  your  watch  ?”  and  held  out 
his  hand  with  the  palm  downwards. 
He  did  not  fee  any  thing  drop,  but 
at  that  inftant  heard  a  glafs  break, 
and  Hooping  down  picked  up  his 
watch,  and  fee Ured  the  prifoner  ;  a 
perfon  near,  whom  he  fufpedted  as 
an  accomplice,  aftifted  Barrington 
to  make  his  efcape,  but  he  was  fe- 
cured.  Another  witnefs  heard  the 
watch  drop,  but  could  not  tell 
from  whom,  but  no  other  perfon 
was  near  ;  and  the  profecutor  pofi- 
tively  faid  it  rauft  drop  from  Bar¬ 
rington. 

The  judge  called  upon  Barring¬ 
ton  for  his  defence,  who  delivered 
an  extempore  one,  which  was  much 
admired  by  every  perfon  prefent  : 
indeed,  the  like  has  not  been  heard 
ftnee  he  was  tried  laft.  He  vindi¬ 
cated  his  holdinp-  out  his  arm,  which 
he  faid  was  the  natural  poftticn  on 
fuch  an  accufation  ;  and  as  to  the 
fuppofed  accomplice  taking  his  part, 
he  faid,  as  both  himfelf  and  the 
profecutor  were  genteelly  dreifed, 
on  hearing  a  feuffie,  it  was  not  eafy 
to  diftinguifh  the  fuppofed  offender. 
He  adverted  to  his  former  unfortu¬ 
nate  ft  tu  at  Ion  u  ith  great  feeling  ; 
he  hoped  the  ears  and  hearts  of  all 
prefent  would'  be  as  ready  to  receive 
impreiftorfs  djn  Eis  favour,  as  they 
might  be  to  admit  thofe  of  a  con¬ 
trary  nature,  44  prejudice,  faid  he, 
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fees  through  a  glafs,  which  makes 
things  appear  quite  different  from 
what  they  really  are.”  He  con¬ 
cluded  with  faying,  u  Gentlemen, 
I  have  an  implicit  confidence  in 
your  goodnefs,  and  I  trull  you  will 
not  only  lay  alide  ail  pallion  and 
prejudice  yourfelves,  but  will  be 
pleafed  to  make  a  candid  allowance 
for  the  effecls  of  it  in  others  ;  that 
vou  will  proceed  with  that  cautious 
and  tender  regard  which  good  men 
feel  when  the  fate  of  a  fellow-crea¬ 
ture  is  depending  ;  and  which  will, 
mfure  far  is  raft  ion  to  your  own 
minds,  when  words  cannot  be  re¬ 
called,  and  the  power  of  prejudice 
is  no  more.” 

Baron  Eyre  fummed  up  the  evi¬ 
dence  in  a  very  able  manner  ;  and 
obferved,  on  the  defence,  that  no 
one  could  hear  it,  without  lament¬ 
ing  that  a  man  of  inch  abilities 
fhould  hand  in  ftich  a  iituation  :  he 
left  it  with  the  jury,  faying,  if  they 
did  acquit  him,  he  hoped  a  man 
pofTefied  of  fuch  talents  would  make 
a  good  ufe  of  them,  and  that  it 
would  be  the  laft  time  they  fhould 
fee  him  in  that  place.  The  jury 
conferred  a  fhort  time,  and  brought 
in  their  verdibt,  Not  guilty, 

14.  Yefterday  came  on  the  elec¬ 
tion  for  fix  directors  for  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  at  their  houfe  in. 
Leadenhall-flreet,  On  calling  up 
the  poll  the  numbers  were  as  fol¬ 
low  : 

For  George  Cuming,  efq,  690 
John  Roberts,  efq.  690 
Lionel  Darell,  elq.  675 
Jacob  Bofanquet,  efq.  671 
John  Town  ion,  efq.  629 
Thomas  Cheap,  efq.  617 
’‘Thomas  Fitzhugh,  efq.  6j  1 
John  Scott,  efq.  548 

John  Travers,  elq,.  460 
Robert  Mendham,  efq.  202 
Richard  Wyatt,  efq,  6i 


The  firft  fix  were  declared  to  be 
duly  elected. 

Naples ,  March  it.  By  order  of 
his  majefly,  four  different  convents 
have  been  fupprefTed  in  Cofenza, 
the  capital  of  Calabria,  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  which  will  be  given  to  th© 
hofpital  of  that  city.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  1 2th  of  this  month  all 
the  heads  and  fuperiors  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  orders  were  fummoned  to  the 
hotel  of  the  duke  of  Turito,  de¬ 
puty  of  the  royal  jurifdiction,  whe  re 
notice  was  given  them  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  amounts  of  the  taxes  im- 
pofed  upon  each  of  the  convents,  to 
pay  the  annual  donation  of  36,000 
ducats,  which  are  to  be  employee! 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  new  hof¬ 
pital  already  eftabiifhed  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  military. 

1  q.  On  Wednesday  arrived  an 
overland  packet  from  Bengal,  which, 
among  other  intelligence,  brings 
advice  of  a  duel  having  been  fought 
at  Madras,  on  the  24th  of  Septem-, 
her,  17S4,  between  lord  Macart¬ 
ney  and  Mr.  Sadleir.  Their  fe- 
conds  were  Mr.  Davidfbn  and  ma¬ 
jor  Gratton,  by  whom  the  diflance 
was  marked  ten  paces.  The  lot  to 
fire  firft  fell  to-  Mr.  Sadleir,  who 
firing  accordingly,  the  ball  {truck 
lord  Macartney  on  the  ribs  of  the 
left-fide,  which  was  not  known  to 
the  feconds  till  after  his  lordfhip 
had  fired  without  effebt.  It  had, 
been  previoufly  agreed  between  the 
feconds,  after  the  firft  fire,  if  no 
material  execution  had  been  done, 
to  interpole  their  good  offices  to  ef¬ 
fect  a  reconciliation.  This  they 
were  about  to  do,  when  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  lord  Macartney  was 
wounded.  When  the  previous  a- 
greement  was  told  to  lord  Macart¬ 
ney,  and  he  was  afked  his  fenti- 
ments,  his  anfwer  was,  that  he 
came  there  to  give  Mr.  Sadleir  fa- 
tisfabtion,  and,  he  was  (till  ready  fo  , 
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to  do.  And  Mr.  Sadleir  being  told 
that  lord  Macartney  was  wounded, 
and  that  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  the  affair  could  not  honour¬ 
ably  be  purfued  any  farther,  he  ac- 
quiefced,  and  declared  he  was  fatis- 
fied.  And  thus  the  affair  ended. 

There  has  been  a  mutiny  among 
the  black  cavalry  in  the  Englifh  pay 
at  Arnee,  on  account  of  arrears. 
They  have  made  their  officers  pri¬ 
soners. 

Six  midfliipmen,  who  were  taken 
by  M.  Suffrein  in  the  captured  {hips, 
and  fent  up  to  Tippoo,  have  re¬ 
nounced  their  religion  and  country, 
and  voluntarily  turned  Mahome¬ 
tans  :  they  have  married  Mahome¬ 
tan  women. 

On  the  4th  of  June  lad,  a  Por- 
tuguefeftiip,  called  the  Priozo,  laden 
with  Some  pipes  of  Madeira,  and- 
a  very  rich  cargo  from  Europe, 
was  totally  loll:  on  the  G afpar-fand, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Ganges.  The 
captain,  two  officers,  and  forty  men, 
periflied  for  want  of  affiftance,  which 
could  only  be  had  from  Calcutta. 
This  is  the  fecond  Portuguefe  fliip 
loft  at  the  entrance  of  the  Ganges 
within  thefe  two  months,  laden  with 
Madeira  wine.  This  dangerous  na¬ 
vigation  is  thoroughly  known  only 
to  the  Englifh,  which  is  their  great 
Security  at  Calcutta. 

The  fliip  Bellona,  captain  Rich- 
ardfon,  is  gone  on  a  voyage  to  Ma¬ 
lacca  and  China,  from  whence  fhe 
is  to  proceed  to  the  S.  W.  coaft  of 
America.  This  is  in  purfuance  of 
the  plan  propofed  by  the  late  cap¬ 
tain  King,  in  his  lad  voyage  with 
captain  Cook. 

Oft  end ,  April  13.  Luke  Ryan 
and  Macarthy,  the  two  piratical 
captains  who  committed  fo  many 
depredations  on  the  Englifh  eaft 
country  trade  in  the  laft  war,  and 
were  capitally  convided  for  their 
offences  at  the  Old  Bailey,  after 


[April, 

their  enlargement,  which  was  pro* 
cured  by  the  interference  of  the  firft 
female  charader  in  France,  return¬ 
ed  to  Dunkirk,  and,  to  their  great 
furprife,  found  the  bank,  in  which 
they  had  depofited  near  a  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  of  their  ill-gotten 
wealth,  was  broke,  and  themfelves 
reduced  to  poverty.  Macarthy  em¬ 
barked,  as  mate  of  a  fliip,  foon  af¬ 
terwards,  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
perifhed  in  a  ftorm  off  Cape  Fran¬ 
cois.  Ryan  is  now  a  waiter  at  an 
hotel  in  this  city,  and  conducts  him- 
Self  with  the  utmoft  propriety  in 
that  humble  ftation. 

23.  Yefterday  the  recorder  made 
his  report  to  his  majefty  of  thirty- 
one  capital  convids  in  February 
feffions  [fee  Mar,  5.),  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  ordered  for  execution 
on  Thurfday  the  28th,  viz.  James 
Wiggan,  Jofeph  Hitchcock,  Wil¬ 
liam  Iverfon,  Peter  Newbury,  Tho¬ 
mas  Weft,  James  Ruffel,  James 
Coyle,  William  Wefton,  John  Oli¬ 
ver,’  James  Cowan,  William  Bland, 
John  Johnfon  alias  Bandy,  Robert 
Roberts,  Michael  Johnfon  alias 
M ‘Mahon,  Robert  Mott,  Charles 
Peyton,  John  Waters,  John  Lucas, 
Richard  Summers  alias  Smith,  Hol¬ 
land  Palmer  alias  Farmer,  James 
Grey,  and  Jafper  Robins,  were  or¬ 
dered  for  execution  on  Thurfday 
next,  the  28th  inftant. 

Anne  Jones  is  refpited  for  a  fort¬ 
night,  and  the  other  convicts  during 
his  majefty ’s  pleafure. 

John  Thompfon  alias  Wrinkle, 
convicted  the  laft  feffion  for-  break¬ 
ing  into  the  houfe  of  Henry  Wells, 
in  Thames -ftreet,  violently  throw¬ 
ing  down  Mrs.  Wells,  and  other 
outrage,  with  intent  to  rob  the 
houfe,  is  ordered  to  be  executed  by 
liimfelf,  on  Tuefdav  the  26th. 

26.  Tuefdav  the  court-martial 
* 

appointed  to  try  general  Rofs  (re- 
fpeding  a  letter  written  by  him,  re- 
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fleffing  on  general  Boyd,  who  had 
been  lately  honoured  with  the  va¬ 
cant  red  ribband),  met  agreeable  to 
their  adjournment,  to  receive  the 
opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  of 
England  on  the  point  fubmitted  to 
them,  viz.  Whether  general  Rofs, 
as  an  officer  on  half-pay,  was  fub- 
jedf  to  the  tribunal  of  a  court-mar¬ 
tial  ?  The  judges  gave  an  unani¬ 
mous  opinion  that  he  was  not,  as  a 
half-pay  officer,  l'ubjeft  to  military 
law.  They  hated  their  anfwer  on- 
two  points,  and  in  both  declared  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  neither  his 
warrant  as  a  general  officer,  nor  his 
annuity  of  half-pay,  rendered  him 
obnoxious  to  military  trial.  In 
confequence  of  this  the  general  was 
difcharged  from  the  cuftody  of  the 
marfhal,  and  the  court  broke  up. 
The  decifion  of  the  judges  is  highly 
interefling  to  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land.  If  it  had  been  their  opinion, 
that  men  difcharged  from  the  army 
on  half-pay  were  liable  to  be  called 
upon  at  pleafure,  or  werefubject  to 
trial  by  military  law,  and  that  their 
half-pay  was  not  only  a  reward  for 
pad:  Services,  but  a  retaining  fee  for 
future,  then  the  crown  would  have 
been  in  veiled  with  a  llanding  army, 
which,  in  any  contention  with  the 
fubjebt,  might  be  called  forth  with¬ 
out  the  authority  of  parliament. 

The  grand  jury  of  Lancaffiire, 
!  at  the  laft  feffions,  prefentcd  Samuel 
Higginfon,  of  Mane  he  Her,  for  hav¬ 
ing,  on  the  4th  of  November  pre¬ 
ceding,  breathed  into,  blown,  and 
inflated  the  loin,  heart,  liver,  and 
lights  of  a  calf  then  newly  ilaugh- 
tered,  to  the  intent  of  giving  them 
the  appearance  of  large,  flne,  and 
wholefome  victuals,  bv  which  means 
the  laid  loin,  Sec.  became  corrupt, 
nafly,  fetid,  and  unwholefome,  and 
;  unfit  and  unfafe  to  be  eaten  by  his 
I  maje  fly’s  iubjeds ;  and  for  having 
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afterwards  hung  up  and  expofed  the 
fame  to  fale,  contrary  to  the  flatute 
in  that  cafe  made  and  provided. 

Oft  end,  April  23.  Yeflerday  the 
edid  againft  felling,  harbouring, 
and  reading  of  the  Courier  de  l’Eu- 
rope,  was  publifhed  here  in  the 
town-houfe,  on  a  fine  of  300 
guilders  for  the  firfi  time,  500  for 
the  fecond  time,  and  banifliment  for 
the  third  time. 

27.  Yeflerday  John  Thompion 
was  executed  purfuant  to  his  fen- 
tence.  See  April  23. 

29.  Yeflerday  all  the  maiefadors 
ordered  for  execution  on  the  2  2d  in- 
ftant,  luffered  purfuant  to  their  fen- 
tence,  except  Peter  Newbury,  Wil¬ 
liam  Imerfon,  and  John  Oliver, 
who  were  refpited  during  pleafure. 

30.  The  merchants  of  Corke, 
having  received  information  that, 
from  fo  long  a  continuance  of  call- 
erly  winds,  many  homeward-bound 
veflels  from  America  and  the  Weft- 
Indies  were  then  near  that  coafl,  un¬ 
able  to  make  the  land,  and  in  great 
want  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  did, 
at  their  own  expence,  difpatch  a 
fall-failing  cutter  to  cruize  off  Cape 
Clear,  laden  with  bread,  water,  beef, 
pork,  and  likewife  frefli  proviiions, 
&c.  in  order  to  adminifler  immedU 
ate  relief  to  fuch  as  might  be  found 
in  need  thereof.  The  management 
of  this  expedition  was  entrufted  tp 
a  confidential  perfon,  who  went  as 
fupercargo,  and  was  directed  to  re¬ 
lieve  whoever  he  might  meet  with 
in  diftrels,  no  matter  to  what  coun¬ 
try  they  belonged,  or  whither  they 
are  bound.  He  had  it  alfo  in  parti¬ 
cular  charge,  not  to  accept  the 
fmallefi  return  for  what  affiflance  lie 
might  happily  afford,  as  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  promoted  this  undertak¬ 
ing  confidered  themfelves  amply  re¬ 
warded  by  the  pleafure  which  re- 
fuits  from  f©  benevolent  an  atlion. 

This 
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This  humane  idea,  was  no  fooner 
fuggefted,  than,  in  order  to  carry 
it  into  immediate  effect,  a  moil:1  li¬ 
beral  fubfcription  was  filled  up  with 
alacrity. 

MAY. 

■  t 

2.  On  Saturday  was  argued  in 
the  court  of  king’s  bench,  upon  a 
fpecial  verdidl,  the  cafe  of  Sarah 
Hazel,  who  was  tried  at  Norwich 
at  the  laft  affizes  before  lord  Lough¬ 
borough,  for  murder.  The  facts 
found  by  the  jury  were,  that  the 
prifoner  being  angry  with  the  de- 
ceafed,  a  child  of  ten  years  old,  for 
fomething  fire  had  done  wrong, 
threw  a  ftool  at  her,  which  wound¬ 
ed  her  in  her  head,  of  which  wound 
lhe  died.  The  jury  alfo  found,  that 
the  prifoner  had  no  intention  of 
killing  the  deceafed.  The  couit, 
having  confiderable  doubts  upon  the 
fa£ts  found  in  the  verdidt,  poft- 
poned  giving  judgment  till  after  the 
opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  fhould 
be  taken.  Lord  Mansfield  laid,  the 
intention  of  the  prifoner  was  not  a 
matter  for  the  jury  to  have  found. 
It  was  an  inference  of  law,  and  not 
always  necelfary  to  convidtion.  If 
a  man,  in  endeavouring  to  kiU  a 
perfon  with  a  malicious  intent,  kills 
another  againft  whom  no  malice 
could  be  implied,  it  would  notwith- 
itanding  be  murder,  and  the  jury 
muft  find  it  fo. 

About  fix  this  morning  a  young 
man,  genteely  drefled,  was  found 
hanging  on  a  tree  in  the  Park.  He 
proves  to  be  a  youth  ..of  genteel 
education,  whole  friends  infilled  on 
his  going  apprentice  to  a  hatter.  A 
Caution . 

Northampton ,  April  30.  On  Sun¬ 
day  the  17th  ult.  a  ftock  of  bees, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  1  o- 
madin,  of  Byfield,  produced  a  fine 
fwarm,  which  was-  hived  from  a 


goofeberry-bufii  in  an  adjoining  gar- 
den;  and  what  appears  more  fur- 
prifing,  the  old  ftock,  whence  the 
fwann  ifiued,  is  ftill  a  very  pro- 
mi  ling  one. 

On  Friday  a  dreadful  accident 
happened  near  Kelmarfh,  in  this 
county.  One  of  the  northern  coaches 
palling  through  Oxendon,  the  coach¬ 
man  flopped  at  a  public-houfe,  and 
imprudently  quitted  his  feat  whillt 
he  went  into  the  houfe  to  drink, 
leaving  a  young  gentleman,  who 
was  an  infide  paffenger,  but  had 
got  on  the  outiide  for  the  air,  on 
the  box  ;  when  the  horfes  took 
fright,  and  fet  off  full  fpeed  down 
the  hill  towards  Kelmarfh,  near 
which  place,  meeting  another  coach, 
they  ran  the  pole  of  the  carriage 
with  fuch  violence  againft  the  op- 
polite  horfes,  that  one  of  them  had 
his  leg  broke,  and  the  coach  was 
overfet ;  by  which  accident  the 
young  gentleman  above  mentioned 
had  his  fkull  fra&ured  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  his  life  is  defpaired  of. 
There  were  five  pallengers  in  the 
coach  at  the  time  of  the  accident, 
among  whom  was  the  father  of  the 
above  unfortunate  youth,  together 
with  a  nurfe-maid  and  three  chil¬ 
dren,  none  of  whom  received  the 
leaf  injury. 

5.  On  Wednefday  laft  Luke  Dan- 
forth,  who  was  convidted  at  the  fit¬ 
tings  after  laft  Hilary  term,  at 
Guildhall,  London,  upon  an  in- 
didlment  for  endeavouring  to  feduce 
a  currier  to  leave  his  kingdom,  in 
order  to  carry  on  and  teach  that 
trade  at  Pontaudemer,  in  Norman¬ 
dy,  was  brought  into  the  court  of 
king’s  bench,  to  receive  judgement ; 
which  was  a  fine  of  icol.  and  im- 
prifonment  for  three  months,  and 
till  the  fine  was  paid.  See  Mar.  5. 

Cadiz ,  April  8.  A  fhip  from 
Bourdeaux  was  lately  chaced  into 
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this  port  by  an  Algerine  bark,  of 
18  guns.  A  king’s  frigate  of  32 
guns  flipped  her  cables,  aad  went  in 
purfuit  of  the  rover,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  came  up  with  he  13  when  fhe 
poured  a  whole  broadiide  into  the 
pirate.  The  falute  was  returned, 
and  a  bloody  conflict  enfued,  which 
lafced  upwards  of  two  hours  ;  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  a  hoop  of  war  came 
up  to  the  ailiilance  of  the  frigate, 
who  kept  up  fuch  an  inceffant  and 
well-direbted  fire  on  the  barbarians, 
as  carried  away  their  main-mail:  by 
the  board,  and  killed  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  their  men  ;  notwithftanding 
their  difabled  fituation  they  would 
not  ftrike,  but  endeavoured  to  grap¬ 
ple  the  lloop.  At  laid,  finding  it  in 
vain  to  re  lift  any  longer,  they  let 
fire  to  the  powder,  and  blew  up 
their  veil'd,  in  which  the  whole 
crew,  together  with  a  number  of 
Chriftian  Haves  on  board,  immedi¬ 
ately  perifhed. 

6.  Advices  from  France  mention, 
that  the  drought  in  the  inland  pro¬ 
vinces  of  that  kingdom  is  fo  great, 
that  whole  ponds  of  water  are  dried 
up,  the  Ci.nal  of  Bourdeaux  is  fo 
empty  of  water  between  Chateaux 
la  Mere  and  San  Santoine,  that  the 
barges  can  no  longer  navigate.  The 
peaiants  are  obliged  to  drive  their 
cattle  three  miles  or  more  for  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and  in  many  places  the  poor 
people  have  been  obliged  to  kifl  or 
<lifpole  of  their  beafls  for  want  of 
drink.  In  many  very  fertile  pro¬ 
vinces  they  are  threatened  with  a 
great  fcarcity  of  fhe  fruits  of  the 
earth,  unlefs  rain  Ihouldfoon  come 
down.  The  fame  complaints  are 
made  in  Spain,  Italy,  and  Pied¬ 
mont,  except  in  the  parts  near  the 
lea,  where  the  marine  fogs  keep  the 
earth  moilf,  and  in  fome  fort  lupply 
the  place  ol  rain. 

7.  Yefterdayin  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  the  late  malter  of  Shoreditch 
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workhoufe,  and  a  fiirgeon,  his  fon- 
in-law*  were  brought  up  to  feceiye 
judgment  for  a  confpiracy  to  Heal 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  paupers,  for 
diffiebtiom  The  profecution  was 
carried  on  by  the  parifli,  who  had 
difeharged  the  mailer ;  and  the  man 
having  loft  his  character  by  that  in¬ 
famous  traffic,  the  court  fined  him 
only  20I.  and  fentenced  him  to 
three  months  imprifonment.  .  The 
furgeon,  pleading  his  profeffion,  was 
fined  1  ol.  and  difeharged.  Seep.  16. 

— -  This  morning,  about  three 
o’clock,  a  terrible  fire  broke  out  in 
a  warehouse  in  Potter’s  Fields,  Too- 
ley-ftreet,  which  deilroyed  a  great 
many  warehoufes  ;  and  thefe  being 
chiefly  filled  with  pitch,  tar,  and 
turpentine,  the  flames  were  fo  ra¬ 
pid,  that  they  icon  communicated 
to  four  dwelling-Iioufes,  which  were 
all  confumed.  Three  Eaff-India 
hovs,  that  lay  dole  to  the  build- 
ings,  were  burnt  to  the  water’s  edge, 
as  were  like  wife  three  barges  laden 
with  corn  ;  the  tide  being  down,  it 
was  near  two  hours  before  the  en¬ 
gines  could  get  any  water.  A 
warehoufe  with  about  600  chefis  of 
tea  is  aifo  defiroyed.  The  damage 
is  computed  to  amount  to  upwards 
of  forty  thoufand  pounds. 

ir.  Yellerday  fe’nnight,  about 
three  o’clock,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a 
wood  adjoining  to  the  ville  of  Dun¬ 
kirk,  in  the  parifli  of  Boughton,  in 
Kent,  occafioned  by  fome  men, 
who  were  employed  to  fell  the  un¬ 
derwood,  keeping  a  fire  to  light  their 
pipes :  a  brifk  wind  fpringing  up, 
the  fire  communicated  to  fome  dry 
heath  and  leaves,  which  ran  in  a 
molt  furprifing  manner,  and  burned 
with  incredible  fury,  confuming  a- 
bout  120  acres  of  underwood,  fe- 
ven  acres  of  which  had  been  felled 
and  made  up  into  hop-poles,  cord- 
wood,  and  faggots.  Many  of  the 
lofrv  trees  we res greatly  fcorched, 
(C)  and 
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and  fome  of  them  caught  fire.  By 
the  aflidance  of  the  country  peo¬ 
ple,  it  was  happily  got  under  about 
feven  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

Berlin ,  April  30.  Intelligence 
has  been  received  from  Francfort  on 
the  Oder,  that  prince  Leopold  of 
Brunfwick,  fon  of  the  reigning  duke 
of  Brunfwick,  having  gone  upon 
the  water  on  the  27th  indant  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  inhabitants  of  a  village 
which  was  overflowed,  the  boat  was 
overfet,  and  his  bighnefs  waft  un¬ 
fortunately  drowned. 

The  Leyden  Gazette  gives  the 
following  account  of  this  melan¬ 
choly  accident. 

“  We  have  within  thefe  few  days 
experienced  the  greated  calamities 
Ly  the  overflowing  of  the  Oder, 
which  burd  its  banks  in  feveral 
places,  and  carried  away  houfes, 
bridges,  and  every  thing  that  op- 
pofed  its  courfe.  Numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple  have  lod  their  lives  in  this  in¬ 
undation  ;  but  of  all  the  accidents 
arifing  from  it,  none  is  fo  generally 
lamented  as  the  death  of  the  good 
prince  Leopold  of  Brunfwick  :  this 
amiable  prince  handing  at  the  fide 
of  the  river,  a  woman  threw  her- 
felf  at  his  feet,  befeeching  him  to 
give  orders  for  fome  perfon  to  go  to 
the  refcue  of  her  children,  whom, 
bewildered  by  the  hidden  danger, 
die  had  left  behind  her  in  the  houfe  : 
fome  foldiers,  who  were  alfo  in  the 
fame  place,  were  crying  out  for 
help.  The  duke  endeavoured  to 
procure  a  flat-bottomed  boat,  but 
no  one  could  be  found  to  venture  a- 
crofs  the  river,  even  though  the 
duke  had  offered  large  fums  of  mo¬ 
ney,  andpromifed  to  fliare  the  dan¬ 
ger.  At  ltd,  moved  by  the  cries 
of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 
the  fuburb,  and  led  by  the  fen  Abi¬ 
lity  of  his  own  benevolent  heart, 
he  took  the  refolution  of  going  to 
their  aflidance  himfelf:  thofe  who 


were  about  him  endeavoured  to  dif- 
fuade  him  from  this  hazardous,  en- 
terprize  ;  but,  touched  to  the  foul 
bjf  the  didrefs  of  the  miferable  peo¬ 
ple,  he  replied  in  the  following 
words,  which  fo  nobly  picture  his 
character  :  u  What  am  I  more  than 
either  of  you  or  they  ?  I  am  a  man 
like  yourfelves,  and  nothing  ought 
to  be  attended  to  here  but  the  voice 
of  humanity.”  Unfliaken,  there¬ 
fore,  in,  his  refolution,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  embarked  with  three  water¬ 
men  in  a  fmall  boat,  and  eroded  the 
river  :  the  boat  did  not  want  above 
three  lengths  of  the  bank,  when  it 
druck  againd  a  tree,  and  in  an  in- 
dant  they  all,  together  with  the 
boat,  difappeared.  A  few  miuutes 
after  the  duke  rofe  again,  and  flip- 
ported  himfelf  a  diort  time  by  tak¬ 
ing  hold  of  a  tree  ;  but  the  violence 
of  the  current  foon  bore  him  down, 
and  he  never  appeared  more.  The 
boatmen  were  laved,  and  the  duke 
alone  became  the  vidtim  of  his  own 
humanity.  The  whole  city  is  in 
afliidtion  for  the  lofs  of  this  truly 
amiable  prince.” 

1 2 .  On  Saturday, Thomas  Skinner, 
efq.  was  eledted  alderman  of  Queen- 
hithe  Ward,  in  the  room  of  John 
Bates,  efq.  deceafed. 

14.  The  grand  jury  for  Middle- 
fex  found  a  bill  of  indidtment  a- 
gaind  John  Lockrell  and  a  confta- 
bl.e,  his  accomplice,  for  perjury, 
having  fworn  againd  two  men,  Pe¬ 
ter  Newberry,  and  William  Ivefen 
(both  capitally  convidted  and  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  dead  warrant),  but 
lince  found  innocent  on  the  fulled 
enquiry,  and  lworn  againd  only  to 
obtain  the  reward.  See  May  19. 

16.  The  lelfions  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley,  which  began  the  1 1  th,  ended 
this  day,  when  thirteen  convidis  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death,  viz.  Tho¬ 
mas  Goldfinch,  Samuel  Roberts, 
and  Abraham  Godin  alias.  Gordon, 
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for  feloniouHy  Healing  in  the  bleach¬ 
ing  grounds  of  meiirs .  Adams  and 
Lay,  at  Old  Ford,  by  Bow,  Middle- 
fex,  lix  pieces  of  BritiHi  calicos  ; 
Peter  Shaw*  for  Healing  in  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Edwin  Francis 
Stanhope,  efq.  in  Curzon-ftreet, 
May-fair,  two  gold  boxes,  lix 
watches,  &c.  {fee  April  9.)  John 
Ivemay,  John  Honey,  and  Sa¬ 
muel  Yeldham,  George  Partridge, 
and  Mary  Greenwood,  for  highway 
robberies  ;  Jofeph  Brown,  for  a 
burglary ;  Burwick  Mayton,  for 
privately  Healing  ;  Jofeph  Sturmy, 
for  . Healing  feven  guineas,  &c.  in  a 
dwelling-houfe  ;  Thomas  Baker 
Hopkins  alias  Baker,  for  returning 
from  tranfportation ;  and  Robert 
]  ackibn,  for  forging  a  Teaman’s  let¬ 
ter  of  attorney. 

Reading,  May  14.  Tucjfday  af¬ 
ternoon  iome  perfons  let  lire  to  the 
heath,  growing  on  Windfor  ForeH, 
jn  the  parifli  of  EaHhampHead, 
which,  from  the  drvnels  of  the  fea- 
fon,  ran  in  a  lurpriling  manner,  and 
burned  with  great  fury,  conluming 
a  valley  of  heath  feveral  miles  in 
length,  and  in  its  courfe  damaging 

the  park  pales  of  - - Mofs,  efq. 

as  alfo  feveral  timber-trees  in  the 
park.  It  Hill  continues  burning, 
notwithfianding  the  exertions  of 
great  numbers  of  the  country  peo¬ 
ple.  See  May  1 1 . 

19.  His  majehy  has  been  pleafed 
to  grant  his  free  pardon  to  Peter 
Newberry  and  William  Ivefon,  the 
two  men  falfely  fworn  to  have  rob¬ 
bed  John  Lockrell  on  the  highway. 

26.  YeHerday  the  recorder  made 
his  report  to  his  majehy  of  the  con- 
vidts,  at  the  la  ft  fellions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  (fee  April  12.),  when  the 
following  were  ordered  for  execu¬ 
tion  on  the  i  H  of  June,  vizi.  George 
Ward,  Thomas  Scott,  Thomas 
Connor,  Henry  Wood,  Thomas 
Bateman  alias  Parker,  Patrick  Da¬ 


ly,  George  Mawley,  William  Hard¬ 
ing,  John  Hughes,  and  James  Hay¬ 
wood. 

27.  On  Monday  laH,  about  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  boy  who 
drives  the  mail  cart  from  Dartford 
to  London,  coming  over  Blackheath, 
obferved  a  woman  on  tie  ground  at 
a  fm all  diHance  from  the  road .  The 
boy  Hopt  his  cart,  and  went  to  her  : 
Hie  was  without  any  other  clothes 
than  fliift,  flioes,  and  lilk  blockings ; 
the  mark  in  the  bofom  of  her  fliift, 
and  on  both  her  Hockings,  cutout ; 
a  very  coarfe  tape  feveral  times 
bound  round  her  neck,  in  every  ap¬ 
pearance  with  a  view  to  Hrangle 
her,  and  her  face  on  one  lidebruifed. 
The  boy  cut  the  tape  from  her  neck, 
placed  her  in  the  cart,  and  brought 
her  to  a  public-houfe  on  Deptford- 
bridge,  where  Hie  was  immediately 
put  to  bed.  As  foon  as  file  was 
able  to  fpeak,  Hie  faid  that  her  namc\ 
was  Bridget  Bonner,  and  Hie  gave 
a  long  account  of  herfelf,  the  iub- 
ftance  of  which  was,  that,  on  pre¬ 
tence  of  vifiting  their  brother  at 
Dover,  Hie  vyas  induced  to  accom¬ 
pany  a  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunmore, 
who  were  in  a  phaeton,  with  a  mifs 
Brown,  to  Dover,  Hie  herfelf  be¬ 
ing  011  horfeback ;  that  Mr.  Dun- 
more  was  executor  to  an  uncle  that 
had  left  her  five  hundred  guineas, 
which  fum,  with  clothes,  &c.  Hie 
had  in  a  trunk  ;  and  that  they  all 
joined  in  Hripping  her,  and  reduc¬ 
ing  her  to  that  condition.  Every 
poffible  care  was  taken  of  this  feem- 
ingly  unfortunate  woman,  who,  in 
the  leque.l,  however,  proved  to  be 
an  errant  impoHrefs.  She  was  af¬ 
terwards  difehatged  from  the  work- 
houle  at  Deptford,  her  relations  in 
Lincolnfhire  having  undertaken  the 
care  of  her,  and  however  iniquit¬ 
ous  her  intentions  were,  not  having- 
committed  any  a  St  cognizable  by 
the  law. 

( C  2 )  Tenerijf j 
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Tetieriff,  Dec.  18.  1784.  By  a 
bark  which  arrived  here  on  the  14th 
inilant,  from  the  illand  of  Hierro 
(one  of  the  Canary  illands  fubject 
to  Spain),  we  have  the  following 
moft  melancholy  account.  On  the 
6th,  a  veffel  difplaying  white  co¬ 
lours  landed  thirty-feven  people, 
amongii  whom  were  five,  or,  as 
fome  fay,  feven  women,  fome  of 
them  with  infants  in  their  arms. 
They  came  afhore  on  a  beach  on 
the  S.  W.  part  of  the  ifland,  fur- 
raunded  on  the  land  lide  by  high 
inaccellible  rocks,  which  entirely 
prevented  allingrefs  into  the  Colin¬ 
try,  except  at  one  particular  ,part, 
where  there  is  a  narrow  defile, 
through  which  one  perfon  at  a  time 
may  pals.  This  inlet  was  immedi¬ 
ately  fecured  by  fome  of  the  iflanders 
who  happened  to  be  near,  whilit 
others  went  to  the  town,  and  gave 
an  account  of  the  coming  of  thefe 
people  to  the  governor,  don  Juan 
Briz  Calderon  :  this  officer  con¬ 
vened  the  council.  Unfortunately 
for  thefe  devoted  people,  very  ilriht 
orders  had  been  ififued  (in  confe- 
quence  of  the  plague  raging  in  fome 
parts  of  Europe)  not  to  admit  any 
„  velfiels  whatever,  until,  upon  a  due 
examination  oftheirpapers,  itfhould 
appear  there  was  no  danger  of  in- 
fieblion.  The  governor,  fearing, 
or  pretending  to  fear,  that  the  new¬ 
comers  might  polfibly  have  the 
plague  amongft  them,  propofed  the 
horrid  meafure  of  cutting  them  all 
off.  Some  of  the  council  flrenu- 
oufly  oppofed  fo  fhocking  a  ltep, 
and  pleaded  the  cauie  of  the  inno¬ 
cent  vibtims,  and  of  humanity  it- 
felf.  They  argued,  that  thefe  un¬ 
happy  ilrangers  all  appeared  heal¬ 
thy  ;  that  fome  unavoidable  difirels 
might  have  compelled  them  to  ieek 
an  afylum  on  their  Ihore  ;  that  it 
was  cruel  and  vinjuft  to  fnllidf  the 
fevered  of  all  punifhments  upon 


them,  for  tranfgreffing  a  temporary 
law  of  the  country,  which  they 
could  not  polfibly  be  acquainted 
with  ;  and  that,  though  they  fhould 
be  infebted,  the  fpotof  ground  they 
occupied  effeblually  fecured  the  in¬ 
habitants  from  infeblioir,  by  only 
guarding  the  avenue  ;  offering  to 
maintain  thefe  unhappy  Ilrangers 
until  the  governor-general  of  the 
iflands,  redding  at  Teneriff,  fhould 
be  informed  of  the  cafe.  Unhap¬ 
pily  their  humane  fentiments  were 
not  liftened  to  by  Briz  and  others, 
who  adopted  the  bloody  refolution 
of  llaughtering  them.  Accordingly 
the  militia  armed,  and  officered,  with 
Briz  at  their  head,  marched  to  the 
place.  They  found  the  poor  vic¬ 
tims  difperfed  along  the  beach  :  the 
men,  fome  gathering  fhell-fifh,  and 
others  walking  together  in  fimple 
fociable  parties ;  the  women  were, 
fome  fitting’  on  the  fand,  combing 
and  dreifing  one  another’s  hair,, 
others  wafhing  fome  linen  in  the 
fea-water,  and  others  fondling  their 
infants.  Thus  iituated,  they-  were 
found  by  their  butchers,  who,  in 
order  to  gather  them  together  to 
perpetrate  with  more  eafe  their  dia¬ 
bolical  purpole,  threw  down  an 
empty  cafk  upon  the  beach.  The 
unhappy  people,  thinking  it  was 
fome  kind  relief  intended  for  them, 
immediately  flocked  together  where 
the  cafk  flood  ;  and  there  the  bloody 
maffacre  began.  In  a  few  minutes 
an  end  was  put  to  all  their  exiilence, 
except  of  one  of  the  women,  who 
took  fhelter  with  her  child  between 
two  rocks,  and  of  a  man,  who,  af¬ 
ter  having  a  ball  lodged  in  his  arm, 
took  to  the  fea,  where  he  kept 
fwimming  upwards  of  two  hours, 
but,  being  obliged  to  cling  to  a  rock 
to  efcape  drowning,  was  there  cut 
to  pieces  with  a  lab  re  ;  the  woman 
was  alfo  loon  followed  into  her  re- 
treatj  andrffabbed  .to  death  with  a 

knife, 
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knife,  as  was  the  infant  on  her 
bread:. 

That  mercilefs  mifcreant  the  go¬ 
vernor  was  the  firft  who  fired  his 
piece  ;  and,  observing  a  vifible  baek- 
wardnefs  in  many  of  the  militia  in 
following  his  example,  he  threat¬ 
ened  them  with  inftant  death  if  they 
helitated  in  the  leaft ;  and,  to  drew 
he  was  in  earned:,  knocked  down 
the  neared  man  to  him  with  the 
butt-end  of  his  mulket,  for  appear¬ 
ing  reludtant  to  the  daughter. 

o  o 

The  news  of  this  favage  a£t  of 
barbarity  has  been  received  at  Te- 
neriff  by  all  ranks  of  people  with 
the  deeped  concern  and  i-egret,  and 
by  none  more  than  the  governor- 
general,  who  deplores  it  extremely. 
He  could  not  at  fird  give  credit  to 
it ;  but  was  at  length  convinced  of 
the  fatal  truth  by  letters  from  the 
infernal  wretch,  Briz  himfelf.  Ex- 
afperated  to  the  highed  pitch,  he 
has  given  a  com  million  to  an  officer 
of  rank  to  go  over  to  Hierro,  to 
take  cognizance  of  this  tragical  af¬ 
fair. 

Dublin ,  May  12.  This  day  Mr. 
Crofoie,  who  had  conftrudted  a 
balloon  upon  principles  of  his  own 
invention,  mounted  his  car  in  the 
Palatine-fquare,  Dublin,  and  af- 
cended  as  high  as  the  roofs  of  the 
houfes,  but  defcended  again  with  a 
velocity  that  alarmed  all  the  fpetha- 
tors  for  his  fafety,  It  was  found 
that  his  weight  was  fo  great  as  to 
overcome  the  power  of  afcenfion  in 
the  machine  ;  but  in  aninlhmt  Mr, 
M'Guire,  a  college  youth,  fprung 
into  the  car,  and  afcended  with  ma- 
jedic  grandeur,  to  the  allonifiiment 
of  all  who  beheld  him.  It  was  a- 
bout  half  after  two  ,when  Mr. 
McGuire  mounted,  with  feemingly 
the  wind  at  eaft.  When  the  baU 
loon  had  reached  a  certain  height, 
it  appeared  for  a  few  moments  da- 
liotyary  ;  but  p refen tly  it  was  car¬ 


ried  with  incredible  violence  to¬ 
wards  the  Channel,  in  the  direction 
of  Holyhead.  This  being  obferv- 
ed,  a  crowd  of  horfeinen  purfued 
full  fpeed  the  courfe  it  leemed  to 
take,  and  faw  the  balloon  deicend- 
ing  with  great  rapidity  into  the  lea, 
at  the  difiance  of  about  nine  miles. 
A  wherry,  and  fome  open  boats, 
were  immediately  lent  after  the  gal¬ 
lant  adventurer,  one  of  which  came 
up  moll:  opportunely  to  fave  him, 
when  he  could  not  have  ftruggled 
much  longer,  having  already  lwnm 
more  than  forty  minutes.  The 
balloon  was  found  at  a  coniiderable 
didance  from  Mr.  M4Guire,  who 
had  been  deprived  of  all  fenfation 
on  falling  into  the  water,  and  on 
his  recovery  found  himfelf  totally 
difeng'aged  from  it.  He  landed  in 
great  fpirits  ■  was  received  by 
the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Rutland  * 
and  he  has  fince  been  knighted  by 
his  grace. 

31.  William  Curtis,'  jun.  efq. 
was  elected  alderman  of  Tovser- 
Vvrard,  in  the  room  of  Richard  At* 
kinfon,  efq,  deceafed. 

JUNE. 

St.  James's,  June  I.  This  day 
John  Adams,  elq.  minider  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  had  a  private  audience  of 
his  majedy  to  deliver  lfis  creden¬ 
tials.  To  which  he  was  introduced 
by  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen,  his 
majedy’s  principal  fecretary  of  Hate 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  conducted 
by  fir  Clement  Cottrell  Dormer, 
knight,  mailer  of  the  ceremonies 

3.  The  right  hon.  Thomas  Har¬ 
ley,  alderman  of  Portfoken  ward, 
having  become  father  of  the  city, 
by  the  death  of  Robert  Alfop,  efq. 
was  tranilated  to  the  ward  of  Bridge 
Without.  A  wardmote  being  held 
for  Portfoken  ward,  on  Wednefday, 
(C  3)  a  poll 
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a  poll  commenced  between  Benja¬ 
min  Hammet,  efq.  M.  P.  and  jofiali 
Dornford,  efq.  which  finally  ended 
this  day,  when  the  numbers  were, 
For  Mr.  Ham  met  j  68 

Mr.  Dornford  127 

Majority  4 1 

Par/s,  May  it-  The  king  has 
named  two  vtffels,  deflined  for  the 
voyage  round  the  world,  la  Bouf* 
fole,  and  the  Allrolabe.  They  are 
of  the  fame  fize  and  force  with  thofe 
which  captain  Cook  commanded  in 
his  laft  voyage.  The  Englifn  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  the  Royal  fociety  of 
London,  have  fent  to  M.  de  la  Pey¬ 
ronie,  all  the  obfervations,  original 
charts,  and  papers  that  can  be  of 
ufe  to  him.  The  admiralty  has  be-* 
fudes  made  him  a  very  valuable  pre- 
fent,  the  time-keeper  and  azimuth 
compafs  which  captain  Cook  made 
ufe  of.  Our  Academy  of  Sciences 
has  named  a  commiffion  to  prepare 
the  neceffary  documents  and  in- 
ihruttions,  that  M.  de  la  Pey route 
may  be  able  to  throw  upon  agro¬ 
nomy,  navigation,  and  natural  hi- 
ilory,  ail  the  lights  expected  from 
fo  important  a  voyage. 

4.  On  Wednefday,  ten  malefac¬ 
tors  were  executed  before  Newgate, 
purfuant  tofentence.  See  May  26. 

13.  Derby ,  June  9.  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  a  Blocking  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted  at  Newark-upon-Trent,  by 
William  Lantern,  a  weaver,  on  the 
-body  of  Hannah  Stirley,  his  mo¬ 
ther-in-law:  he  had  quarrelled  with 
his  wife  for  not  riling  earlier  in  the 
morning,  and  high  words  enfuing, 
he  feized  a  board  on  the  fide  of  the 
bed,  and  aimed  a  blow  at  her,  the 
children  in  bed  crying  out  to  (pare 
their  mother;  upon  which  the  mo¬ 
ther-in-law  Hepped  in  between  them, 
and  unfortunately  received  the 
blow,  which  fradurqd  her  Ikull, 


and  notwithflanding  every  affiftance 
from  the  faculty,  fke  languished 
till  lix  o’clock  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  when  fhe  expired. 

14*  On  Saturday  came  on  to  be 
argued  in  the  court  of  King’s  Bench, 
the  return  filed  by  the  city  of 
London  to  the  writ  of  mandamus 
brought  by  Thomas  Wooldridge, 
efq.  to  be  reftored  to  the  office  of  an 
alderman  ;  when,  after  an  argu¬ 
ment  of  four  hours,  the  court  una- 
nimoufly  pronounced  judgment  in 
favour  of  the  city,  declaring  their 
opinion  that  the  court  of  mayor 
and  aldermen  had  power  to  amove 
any  one  of  the  aldermen  for  a  juft, 
and  reasonable  caufe  ;  and  that  in 
the  prefent  inftance  their  exercise 
of  filch  right  was  perfectly  legal. 

Gahuay,  June  1.  Yefterday 
morning  as  Mr.  Anthony  Horan, 
of  this  town,  was  on  his  journey  to 
a  farm  not  many  miles  d  iff  ant,  he 
was  met  by  three  men  on  horfe- 
back,  who  with  horrid  imprecations 
demanded  his  money  and  watch  ; 
having  but  two  guineas  about  him, 
they  compelled  him  to  ride  with 
them  towards  the  ferry  of  Headfort, 
and  difmounted  at  the  old  callle 
near  Moycullen,  where  taking  pa¬ 
per  and  ink  from  a  pocket-book, 
they  extorted  from  him  at  the  pe¬ 
ril  of  his  lifip,  a  letter,  to  his  wife, . 
informing  her  that  he  had  bought 
three  puncheons  of  rum  and  brandy, 
and  deiiring  her  on  the  receipt  of 
that,  to  give  the  bearer  60I.  4s.  8d. 
who  was  mate  of  the  veffel  on  board 
of  which  the  liquor  was. — With 
this  letter  one  of  the  villains  was 
difpatched,  Mr.  Horan  being  left 
bound  and  guarded  by  the  other 
two.  On  arriving  at  Mrs.  Ho¬ 
ran’s,  file  with  pleafure  acceded  to 
the  demand,  with  which  he  return¬ 
ed  to  his  allbciates,  when  after 
fhootiiig  Mr.  Horan’s  horfe  to  pre¬ 
vent  all  possibility  of  a  purfuit,  and 

wifhing 
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wifhing  him  a  good  morning,  they 
crofted  the  ferry  and  got  clear  off. 

17.  Yefterday  prince  William 
Henry  went  to  the  navy-office,  to 
pafs  for  a  lieutenant ;  his  highnefs 
was  received  there  at  commiffioner 
Marfh’s  houfe,  whence  he  proceed¬ 
ed  to  the  board-room  in  the  office, 
where  the  leveral  commiffioners 
were  introduced  to  him  by  the 
comptroller  of  the  navy,  after 
which  his  royal  highnefs  produced 
his  log-books,  journal,  and  cap- 
trrinds  certificates,  and  was  examin¬ 
ed,  and  pafled  for  a  lieutenant  ac¬ 
cordingly.  His  royal  highnefs  an- 
iwer-ed  all  the  ufual  queftions, 
which  were  afked  him  on  the  occa- 
fion,  very  expertly.  His  log-books 
and  journals  were  written  by  him- 
felf,  and  left  to  be  recorded  in  the 
clerk  of  the  aft’s  office. 

—  On  Wednesday  Mr.  baron 
Eyre  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
barons  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the 
caufe  of  Sutton  and  Johnftone,  and 
difcharged  the  rule  for  arrefting  the 
judgment  againft  commodore  John- 
'ftone.  Bv  this  opinion  no  new  trial 
is  granted.  Commodore  Johnftone 
inftantly  fued  out  a  writ  of  error, 
and  this  caufe  will  next  come  on  in 
the  lords.  See  Feb .  27. 

The  fame  day  arrived  in  town 
from  Falmouth,  the  hon.  Warren 
Haftings,  Lte  governor-general  of 
Bengal,  by  whofe  return,  the  office 
of  governor-general  devolved  on 
John  Maepherfon,  efq. 

— -  M.  Pilatre  de  Rozier  and  M. 
Romain  afcended  on  the  15th  in  ft." 
from  Boulogne,  Their  balloon 
was  of  a  fpherical  form,  37  feet 
diameter,  filled  with  gas.  Under 
this  was  a  Montgolfier,  or  fire-bal¬ 
loon,  10  feet  diameter.  The  gal¬ 
lery  was  attached  to  the  net  of  the 
upper  balloon  with  cords,  which 
Were  faftened  to  a  hoop  rather 
greater  than  the  Montgolfier,  and 
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defcended  perpendicularly  to  the 
gallery.  The  Montgolfier  was  in¬ 
tended  to  promote  and  prolong  the 
afcenfion,  by  rarefying  the  atmo- 
fpheric  air,  and  by  that  means 
gaining  levity.  They  rofe  about 
a  qua’ter  after  feven  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  intending  to  crofs  the  Britifh 
Channel  ;  for  the  firft  20  minutes 
they  appeared  to  take  the  bell  pol- 
fible  diredHon  ;  for  a  few  feconds 
they  feemed  to  vary  their  direftion  j 
and  at  length  feemed  for  a  moment 
ftationary  ;  but  in  lefs  than  ten  fe» 
conds  the  whole  apparatus  was  feen 
in  flames,  and  the  unfortunate  ad¬ 
venturers  came  to  the  ground  from 
the  fuppofed  height  of  more  than 
a  thoufand  yards.  M.  de  Rozier 
wa$  killed  on  the  fpot,  his  belly 
burft,  and  his  breaft-bone  broken  ; 
the  fieur  Romain  furvived  about  10 
minutes ;  one  of  his  thighs  was 
broken,  and  nearly  feparated  from 
his  body  ;  before  he  expired,  he 
prelfed  the  hand  of  a  friend,  in  lign 
of  being  fenfible.  It  is  not  certain¬ 
ly  known  whether  the  balloon  was 
aftuallv  fet  on  fire  by  the  Montgol¬ 
fier,  or,  being  over-rarefied  by  the 
heat  beneath,  burft,  and  by  that 
means  the  inflammable  air  was  fet 
in  a  blaze. 

M.  Rozier,  previous  to  his  af- 
cent,  made  his  will.  He  has  left  a 
wife  and  two  lifters,  in  the  deepeft 
affiiftion.  He  was  the  firft  perfon. 
who  explored  the  regions  of  the 
air,  with  the  marquis  d’Arlandes, 
and  was  the  firft  viftim  of  this  dif- 
covery.  The  marquis  de  la  Mai- 
fon-fort  offered  M.  Romain  200 
louis  d’ors  to  go  up  in  his  ftead, 
which  the  latter,  after  fome  hefita- 
tion,  pofitively  refufed  ;  and  the 
marquis  was  one  of  the  firft  that 
came  to  the  fpot,  to  witnefs  the  laft 
ligh  of  his  unhappy  friend. 

18,  At  Axminffer  revel,  in  De- 
vonfhire,  held  on  Monday  the  6th, 

(C  4)  a  man 
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a  man  (who  had  formerly  a  died  In 
the  capacity  of  a  Merry  Andrew) 
had  the  prefumption  to  fbmd  twice 
on  his  head  on  one  of  the  battle¬ 
ments  of  the  Tower,  to  the  ailo- 
nifhment  of  a  number  of  fpedtators ; 
and  being’  liberally  rewarded  for  fo 
doing,  was  induced  to  make  a  third 
attempt,  in  the  performance  of 
which  he  fell  down,  and  was  killed 
on  the  fpot. 

19.  Lait  Thurfday,  about  twelve 
at  noon,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
at  Bigglefwade,  in  Bedfordfhire. 
The  wind  being  very  high,  the 
flames  were  communicated,  with  a- 
ftonifhing  rapidity,  to  different  parts 
of  the  town,  and  confiumed  upwards 
of  120  dwelling-houfes,  the  meet- 
jng-houfe,  with  feveral  granaries, 
barns,  a  large  quantity  of  malt  and 
grain,  a  great  number  of  calves, 
hogs,  &c.  The  conflagration  lait- 
ed  till  fix  in  the  evening. 

21.  Geo.  Coombes  was  capitally 
convicted  at  the  admiralty  feifions, 
in  the  Old  Bailey,  for  being  pre- 
fent  aiding  and  abetting  one  Par¬ 
rot,  in  the  wilful  murder  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Allen,  late  matter  of  the  O- 
reftes  floop  of  war,  in  Ch rift- church 
harbour,  Hants.  It  appeared  on 
the  trial,  that  two  fmuggling  lug¬ 
gers  were  obferved  by  two  of  his 
jnajefiy’s  cutters  running uncuftom- 
ed  goqds  on  fhore  ;  on  which  they 
applied  to  the  Qreftes  for  affiflance, 
which  purfued  them,  and  manning 
the  boat  with  the  deceafed  and  o- 
thers,  it  proceeded  into  the  har¬ 
bour.  The  boat  grounding  on 
the  fand,  the  deceafed  got  out  in 
order  to  fet  her  afloat,  when  a  fir- 
ing  began,  in  which  the  deceafed 
was  wounded  in  the  leg  and  belly, 
of  which  he  died.  The  prifoner 
Was  found  guilty,  but  his  fentence 
lefpited  on  a  fuggefiion  of  the 
..punfel,  that  the  boat  being  aground 


on  the  fand,  and  the  deceafed  out 
of  the  boat  on  that  ground,  though 
up  to  his  knees  in  water,  whether 
it  could  be  faid  to  be  done  on  the 
high  feas,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  admiralty. 

24.  Brook  Watfon,  efq.  alderman, 
and  M.  P.  and  James  Sanderfon, 
efq.  alderman,  were  eledfed  flienfts 
of  London  and  Middlefex. 

2)?.  Saturday  came  on  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  Weilmirw 
ffen,  before  Mr.  j-ufiiee  B ul'ler, ■  and 
a  fpecial  jury  a  caufe  on  feire  fa¬ 
cias,  the  king  again  If  Richard  Ark¬ 
wright,  grounded  on  complaint  that 
the  laid  Rich.  Arkwright  was  not 
inventor  of  certain  machines  for 
preparing  cotton  for  fpinni  ng,  which 
he  had  obtained  a  patent  for,  under 
the  name  of  a  preparing  machine, 
and  alfo  that  he  had  not  fpecified 
the  conftrudtion.  This  interesting, 
trial  commenced  at  nine,  in  the 
morning,  and  at  half  pail:  twrelye  at 
night  the  jury,  without  going  out 
of  court,  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
king,  whereby  the  right  of  mono¬ 
poly  claimed  by  the  defendant  be¬ 
comes  extinct  See  Feb.  18. 

—  The  lafi  letters  from  China 
mention,  that  by  accident  a  fhop 
was  fired  from  on  board  one  of  the 
Raft  Indiamen  lying  at  Canton, 
which  killed  a  native,  on  which  the 
governor  lent  on  board  for  the  of¬ 
fender,  who  was  lecreted.  This 
occafioned  his  feizing  a  man  014 
fhore  belonging  to  one  of  the  lhips 
by  way  of  feprifal  till  reparation 
was  made,  which  caufing  fome  di- 
fiurbance,  they,  as  is  the  cufiom  in 
China,  immediately  lighted  their 
fignals,  and  in  three  days  a  nume¬ 
rous  army  came  down  from  the 
country,  who  have  flopped  the  lhips 
loading  till  farther  directions  are 
received  from  the  emperor,  to  whom 
an  exprefs  was  lent,  and  it  was 

luppofed 
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fuppofed  would  detain  the  (hips  four 

months  before  an  anfwer  could  be 

* 

returned.  See  page  47. 

29.  Sunday  afternoon  a  murder, 
attended  with  uncommon  circum- 
ilances  of  barbarity,  was  perpetrat¬ 
ed  in  Charlotte-Meet,  Rathbone- 
place.  Mr.  Orell,  an  attorney  in 
that  Meet,..  and  his  wife,  went  out 
at  three  o’clock,  leaving  their  maid 
in  the  houfe.  They  returned  with¬ 
in  the  hour,  when  the  fervant  not 
anfwering  the  door,  they  conclud¬ 
ed  that  file  had  (lipped  out ;  and 
they  went  away  again  for  a  fhort 
time.  Upon  their  fee  on  d  return, 
the  fame  difficulty  occurring,  it  was 
determined  to  enter  the  back  part 
of  the  houfe,  by  getting  over  a 
wall  ;  when  the  girl  was  difeovered 
upon  the  kitchen  floor,  weltering 
in  blood,  a  mod  horrid  fpebtacle. 
From  the  various  marks  of  violence 
die  muft  have  made  (Irony  redd- 
ance.  Her  head  appeared  to  have 
been  druck  at  with  a  poker  •  her 
throat  effectually  cut  through  the 
wind-pipe  ;  two  fingers  nearly  cut 
off;  a  deep  gafh  on  one  bread,  and 
otherwife  dreadfully  mangled.  She 
was  yet  alive,  and  made  figns,  but 
.was  unable  to  fpeak  ;  and  was  coiw 
veyed  to  the  Middlefex  Hofpital, 
where  die  expired  about  one  in  the 
morning.  The  houfe  was  found  to 
be  robbed  of  fpoons,  and  fome  other 
plate  that  lay  about ;  and  the  fiifpi- 
pion  fell  upon  a  Mulatto  who  had 
vifited  the  girl  on  the  two  or  three 
preceding  Sundays,  and  who  was 
apprehended  accordingly,  but,  for 
want  of  evidence,  difeharged. 

—  Yederday  was  brought  into 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  an  acr 
tion  by  Mr.  William  Fregleton,  of 
Wolverhampton,  again tt  Mr.  God- 
behere,  of  Birmingham,  and  Mr. 
Ibberfon,  of  the  George  and  Blue 
Boar,  London,  to  recover  iocl.  be¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  cadi  and  Bank 


notes  fent  in  a  parcel  by  the  de¬ 
fendant’s  coach  to  London,  but  ne¬ 
ver  delivered.  In  courfe  of  the 
evidence  it  appeared  clearly,  that 
the  plaintiff  had  previoufly  received 
into  his  drop  a  hand-bill,  in  which 
was  a  N.  B.  that  the  proprietors 
would  not  be  anfwerable  for  pro¬ 
perty  above  5I.  unlefs  entered  and 
paid  for  as  fuch.  His  lordfhip  im¬ 
mediately  requeued  the  jury  to  give 
a  verdict  for  the  defendants,  which 
thev  did  accordingly. 

O  - 

Tralee ,  Ireland.,  June  1 7.  Yeffer- 
day  fome  young  gentlemen  near 
this  town  floated  a  large  balloon, 
called  a  Montgolfier,  which  afeend- 
ed  to  a  conliderable  height,  but 
taking  fire,  it  unfortunately  de- 
feended  on  a  farm-houfe  at  about 
two  miles  diftance,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  every  affiflance,  the  dwel¬ 
ling,  (table,  with  two  horfes,  and  a 
haggard,  in  which  there  was  a  eon- 
(iderable  quantity  of  corn,  were  to¬ 
tally  deftroyed. 

Edinburgh ,  June  22.  This  day 
came  on  in  the  court  of  Exchequer, 
a  caufe  at  the  inffiance  of  the  offi-i 
cers  of  the  crown,  again (1  Mr.  Ro¬ 
bert  foil,  a  farmer  in  Linlithgrow, 
on  the  conftruetion  of  the  horfe  adh 
It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  that  a  farmer  riding  ore 
of  his  labouring  horfes,  at  times, 
did  not  fubjedt  him  to  the  tax,  be- 
caufe,  though  he  ufed  fuch  horfe, 
yet  he  did  not  keep  him  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  riding.  7  he  lord  chief  ba¬ 
ron  then  delivered  his  charge,  iq 
which  he  told  the  jury,  that  though, 
in  this  particular  inftance,  he  was 
inclined  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
defendant  Mould  have  taken  out  a 
licence  for  one  horfe,  yet  he  thought 
it  but  candid  to  inform  them,  that 
he  had  confulted  with  his  brethren  ; 
and  that  the  two  on  his  right  hand 
agreed  with  him  in  f  raiments ; 
while  the  two  on  his  left  were  e- 

qually 
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qtially  clear  in  a  different  opinion. 
His  lordfhip,  therefore,  faid,  that 
he  fhould  be  no  wife  furprifed  if  the 
jury  entertained  difficulties  likewile* 
The  jury  then  retired,  and,  after 
being  out  fome  considerable  time, 
returned,  when  their  foreman  de¬ 
clared,  that  they  found  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  voices,  for  the  plaintiff.  He 
was,  however,  informed  that  their 
verdict  muff  be  unanimous  ;  but 
that  if  they  were  at  a  lofs  concern¬ 
ing  the  conft rudlion  of  the  adt,  they 
might  return  a  Special  verdidt,  find¬ 
ing  fuch  and  fuch  faffs  proved,  and 
then  it  would  remain  with  the  court 
to  apply  the  law.  The  jury  again 
retired,  and  having  ftaid  fo  long,  as 
to  induce  the  court  to  believe  they 
were  at  a  lofs  how  to  frame  a  fpe¬ 
ciai  verdidf,  one  was  wrote  out  for 
them,  in  fight  of  the  counfel  for 
both  parties,  and  fent  with  a  macer 
for  their  adoption,  in  cafe  they 
fhould  be  inclined  to  return  a  fpe¬ 
ciai  verdidf.  The  macer  foon  after 
returned  and  informed  the  court, 
that  he  had  offered  the  paper,  but 
that  the  jury  would  not  look  at  it. 
They  then  came  in  themfelves  into 
court,  and  declared  they  tinaru- 
moufly  found  for  the  plaintiff, 

go.  Yeflerday  the  recorder  made 
his  report  of  eleven  of  the  convidfs 
in  May  feffions  {fee  May  16),  when 
fohn  Honey,  John  Ivemay,  Peter 
Shaw,  and  Robert  Jackfon,  were 
ordered  for  execution. 

JULY. 

T.  This  day  counfel  were  called 
to  the  bar  of  the  houie  of  peers,  to 
be  heard  on  the  wrir  of  error,  the 
king  agrinft  Atkinfon,  when  after 
hearing  Mr.  Beavcroft  and  Mr. 
Wood  for  Mr.  Atkinfon,  the  attor¬ 
ney  and  folicitor  general  on  behalf 
of  the  Crown,  the  quell  ion  was  put 
to  the  judges  prefect, 


ti  Whether  the  aflignments  of  er¬ 
ror  by  the  plaintiff,  are  duly  and 
fufficiently  made  ?” 

u  Whether  there  be  error  in  any 
of  the  refpeCts  or  infiances  afiigned 
as  errors  by  the  plaintiff  in  error?  ” 

u  Whether  there  be  any  error  in 

* 

the  record  of  the  judgment  r” 

The  judges  being  of  opinion  that 
there  was  no  error,  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  King’s  Bench  was 
affirmed. 

Kivay,  near  the  Lake  of  Geneva , 
June  7.  A  late  event  here  has  oc- 
cafioned  the  utmoft  confternation. 
One  of  the  houfes  belonging  to  the 
lieur  Sauveur  was  this  morning, 
about  five  o’clock,  engulphed  by 
the  waters  of  the  lake  ;  at  the  fame 
time  a  large  building  in  the  lower 

o  o 

court  of  M.  Triquer,  and  a  part  of 
the  houfe  of  the  fieur  Jeannot  dif- 
appeared,  and  not  the  fmallefi  trace 
of  either  of  thefe  buildings  is  to  be 
difeerned.  The  number  of  perfons 
drowned  is  not  known. 

2.  It  now  appears,  that  the  u un¬ 
fortunate  people,  who  were  mafia- 
cred  in  the  ifiand  of  Hierro  ( fee 
page  36),  were  convidfs,  Q2  in  num¬ 
ber,  (hipped  on  board  the  Dublin, 
the  17th  of  November.  They 
were  become  mutinous  ;  and,  011 
their  making  Hierro,  abiblutely  in¬ 
filled  on  being  landed  there,  with 
which  the  captain  was  obliged  to 
comply.  It  foems,  the  gaoldiflem- 
per  p  revailed  amongft  them,  which 
the  Spaniards  took  for  the  plague  ; 
and  were  therefore  in  fome  meafure 
jultified,  though  humanity  recoils 
at  the  action. 

Conft  antincple,  'May  1 2.  The 
grand  vizir  has  been  juft  depofed, 
and  12  millions  of  piaftres,  which 
were  found  in  his  coffers,  have  been 
confifcated.  Although  deprived  of 
all  bis  pofieftions,  he  was  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  retire  to  the  government 
to  which  he  was  exiled  ;  for,  wh-Ift 

he 
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he  was  On  the  way,  he  was  over¬ 
taken  by  the  Capigi  Bachi,  who 
prefented  him  with  the  fatal  cord. 
His  head  was  brought  to  this  city, 
and,  after  being  as  ufual  preiented 
to  the  grand  fignior,  was  publicly 
expofed  upon  the  gate  ol  the  lera- 
glio,  with  the  following  inlcription 
under  it : 

il  This  is  the  head  of  Halil  Ha¬ 
rried  Pacha,  late  grand  vizir,  who 
defervedly  incurred  his  punilhment 
for  betraying  the  intereils  of  the 
hate  and  religion,  by  managing  af¬ 
fairs  contrary  to  the  fovereign  will 
of  the  Great  Mailer  of  the  Uni- 
verle  :  he  adted  like  a  tyrant,  hav¬ 
ing  from  his  fordid  -avarice  been 
guilty  of  frequent  and  public  op¬ 
pressions  of  the  people  of  God.** 

3.  On  the  27th  of  June.,  a  far¬ 
mer  in  Rothburg  Forefr,  near  New- 
caftie,  calling  peat  incautioufly,  let 
fire  to  a  part  of  the  heath,  to  get 
more  eafily  at  the  mofs,  which  by 
the  dry  nets  of  the  feafon  fpread, 
and  more  than  150  acres  were  con- 
fumed.  After  this,  the  heaths  on  the 
adjoining  hills,  called  Symond-lide 
Beacon,  took  fire,  and  more  than  a 
thoufand  acres  of  fheep-ground  were 
rendered  totally  ulelefs.  On  the 
29th,  the  writer  of  this  account 
fays,  he  walked  to  the  top  of  a 
rock,  whence  the  profpedl  was 
dreadful  beyond  conception.  A 
large  furface  of  fire  appeared  in 
the  valley  below,  and  the  furround¬ 
ing  hills  being  in  flames,  exhibited 
a  picture  equally  horrible  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  See  May  1 6. 

4.  Advices  from  the  univerfity 
of  Alcala,  in  Spain,  dated  June  9, 
mention,  that  on  the  3d  of  that 
month,  donna  Maria  Ifidore  Quin- 
tinia,  a  lady  only  17  years  of  age, 
had  conferred  on  her  the  decrees  of 
mailer  and  dodlor  in  philofophy 
and  the  belles  lettres.  In  the  phi  - 
lofophical  exercile  (lie  difplayed  no¬ 


ble  ideas,  and  great  eloquence,  in 
the  Greek,  Latin,  French,  Italian, 
and  Spanilh  languages.  After  the 
dodtor’s  cap  was  placed  upon  her 
head,  amid  the  acclamations  of  the 
multitude,  the  chancellor  propofed 
to  her  this  fourth  queilion  of  the 
council  of  Carthage  :  Utrura  fami- 
71a ,  quam-vis  f anti  a  tsf  dodla,  Jit  ca - 
pax  docendi  lit  eras  tu?n  facras  turn  pro - 
phanas ,  in  publicis  academis  f-— The 
new  member  maintained  the  affirma¬ 
tive  in  the  moll  admirable  manner. 

4.  On  Saturday  came  on  before 
lord  Mansfield,  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  in  the  cafe  of  Sut¬ 
ton  and  Michiil,  a  queftion  of  great 
importance  to  commerce.  It  was 
an  adlion  brought  to  recover  the 
value  of  a  large  quantity  of  dol¬ 
lars,  fhipped  on  board  the  Elbe, 
Joel  Goddard,  mailer,  and  which, 
in  the  night,  were  ftolen  by  fome 
frefh-water  pirates  {fee  Jan  1 7,  and 
Feb .  3).  Lord  Mansfield  faid,  that 
the  law  made  no  diilindlion  be¬ 
tween  a  carrier  by  land  or  water, 
for  that  he,  at  his  peril,  mull:  fee 
that  all  things  he  forthcoming  that 
are  delivered  to  him,  let  what  ac¬ 
cident  foever  happen  (the  adl  of 
God,  or  an  enemy,  and  perils  of 
the  fea  excepted)  ;  but  for  fire, 
thieves,  and  the  like,  he  mull  an- 
fwer.  Hence  it  appears,  that  Ihip- 
owners  are  liable  for  the  amount  of 
any  property  laden  on  board  their 
veflels,  that  may  be  defiroyed  by 
fire,  or  llolen  by  an  armed  force 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  vellel ;  al¬ 
though,  if  it  had  been  an  embez¬ 
zlement  by  the  mailers  or  mariners, 
by  an  adt  7  Geo.  II.  cap.  1  eg  A.  D. 
1734,  they  would  not  have  been 
liable  farther  than  the  value  of  the 
Ihip,  and  her  freight  for  the  voy- 
age.  _  # 

—  The  reigning  duke  of  Wir- 
temberg,  whole  change  of  life  is  as 
remarkable  as  his  dillipations  for¬ 
merly 
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merly  were  reproachful,  has  had 
the  following  epitaph  upon  himfelf, 
engraved  near  the  grave  intended 
for  him  in  his  hermitage  of  Hohen- 
heim. 

F  R  I  E  N  D, 

I  have  enjoyed  life,  and  have 
known  all  its  enjoyments*  Their 
charms  had  feduced  me.  I  fullered 
myfelf  to  be  carried  away  like  a 
torrent.  O  God,  what  an  opening, 
when  the  bandage  fell  at  length 
from  my  eyes  !  Days  and  years  had 
gone  by,  and  what  was  right  and 
good  had  never  once  been  thought 
of.  Falfehood  and  hypocrify  dei¬ 
fied  the  bafeft  actions,  and  the  veil 
which  hid  truth  from  me  was  as  a 
black  mid,  which  the  (Iron gelt  rays 
of  the  bieiiing-difperfing  fun  can¬ 
not  difpel.  What  remains  of  me 
now  ?  Alas !  FRIEND,  this  done 
covers  my  grave.  It  alio  covers 
what  is  pail.  Great  God  !  Watch 
upon  what  is  to  come. 

Southampton ,  July  2.  On  Sunday 
lad,  a  party  of  fervants  living  with 
Mrs.  Jelfs  and  Charles  Meckett, 
efq.  being  at  Little  Hampton,  hired 
£  boat  to  go  up  Arundel  river ;  the 
man  who  lent  it  unfortunately  de¬ 
livered  one  belonging  to  a  neigh¬ 
bour,  who  was  much  enraged  there¬ 
at',  and  on  their  return  threatened, 
that  if  they  did  not  indantly  quit 
the  boat,  he  would  drown  them  all, 
and  on  its  approaching  the  fhore  he 
jumped  on  board,  and  endeavoured 
to  loofen  the  plug  at  the  bottom, 
IV  r-s,  Jelf’s  maid  (a  very  beautiful 
girl)  was  fo  frightened  thereat,  that 
fhe  threw  herfelf  over,  and  the 
tide  running  very  drong,  was  im¬ 
mediately  carried  out  of  her  depth  ; 
Mr.  MecketOs  coachman  indantly 
followed  in  hopes  of  having  her, 
but  his  humanity  cod  him  his  life, 
for  they  were  both  drowned.  The 
favage  who  occafioned  this  tragedy 
faw  it  with  thy  greated  unconcern. 
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and  then  eloped.  The  body  of  the 
coachman  was  found  on  Tuefday, 
much  eaten  by  the  crabs  ;  but  the 
young  woman,  it  is  fuppofed,  is 
carried  out  to  fea  by  the  tide. 

—  The  commidioners  for  the 
city  of  London,  of  the  feveral  du¬ 
ties  charged  on  houfes  and  windows 
or  lights,  met  at  Guildhall,  in  pur- 
fuanCe  of  an  efpecial  lummons  for 
putting  in  execution  an  adt  palled 
in  the  prefent  feffions,  for  granting 
to  his  majedy  certain  duties  on 
diops.  Upon  a  motion  being  made. 
That  the  condderation  of  the  adt 
be  adjourned  to  the  lad  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  next,  a  converfation  took 
place,  tending  to  fhew  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  any  commidioner  taking 
the  oath,  who  in  his  confidence  be¬ 
lieved  the  tax:  to  be  partial,  op- 
preffive,  or  unjud  ;  and  as  the  a Qt 
did  not  compel  any  of  them  to  qua¬ 
lify,  or  take  the  oath  preferibed,  he 
that  Ihould  be  found  hardy  enough 
to  come  forward,  would  fhew  him- 
felf  a  volunteer  in  the  fervice,  and 
become  a  favourer  of  that  tax, 
which  was  fo  particularly  opp ref- 
live  to  the  diopkeepers  of  London. 
Upon  putting  the  quell  ion,  there 
appeared  upwards  of  50  hands  for 
the  adjourment,  and  only  4  againlt 
it.  Whereupon  the  chairman  (Mr. 
Dixon)  declared  the  quedion  to  be 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

6.  This  day  John  1  veil  ay,  John 
Honey,  Peter  Shaw,  Robert  Jack- 
fon,  and  Jofeph  Brown,  were  exe¬ 
cuted  before  Newgate.  See  page  42. 

At  the  feffions  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley,  which  ended  this  day,  twenty- 
five  convidts  received  fentence  of 
death,  viz.  George  Oliver,  a  lad, 
for  fetting  fire  to  his  mader’s  houfe 
in  St.  Jarnes’s-dreet  {See  Apr.  9); 
John  Morris,  [allies  Guthrie,  Sam. 
Champnefs,  John  Reboult  alias 
Prefcott,  John  Cox,  and  William 
Staples,  for  highway  -  robberies  ; 
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Martin  Taylor,  Elizabeth  Taylor 
his  filler,  Francis  Primrofe,  John 
Earn,  George  Morris  alias  Roberts, 
and  Richard  Davis  alias  Wilkinfon 
alias  Jacobs,  for  burglaries  ;  Pa¬ 
trick  Burke,  for  forging  a. Teaman’s 
will;  Benjamin  Moore,  Thomas 
Graves,  John  Williams,  James 
Lockart,  David  Inglifh,  James 
Macintofh,  William  Crofe,  Mary 
Hughes,  and  Catharine  Martin,  for 
divers  thefts.  See  Slug,  ir. 

St.  AuJleL  Cornwall,  July  8.  Lail 
Sunday  Mr.  Avard,  live  of  his 
children,  and  two  boarders,  hav- 
ing  with  their  dinner  drunk  tome 
table-beer,  which  had  been  pour¬ 
ed  out  of  a  bottle,  were  in  a  few 
minutes  taken  very  fick,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  vomit.  Mr.  Grant,  bur¬ 
geon,  was  immediately  fent  for,  and 
after  having  obferved  the  fymp- 
toms,  declared  that  they  were  poi- 
foned.  He  examined  the  botrleout 
of  which  the  beer  was  poured,  and 
found  near  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of 
calx  of  mercury,  which  duck  to 
the  bpttom.  Mr.  Grant’s  endear 
vours  for  the  recovery  of  the  un¬ 
happy  fufferers  were,  notwithlland- 
ing,  attended  with  l'uch  fuccefs, 
that  after  their  Differing  great  pains 
at  internals  for  three  or  four  days, 
the  poifon  was  happily  expelled, 
and  they  are  all  apparently  in  a 
fair  way  of  recovery.  The  bottle 
was  fuppofed  to  be  bought  feveral 
years  ago,  at  the  fale  of  the  goods 
of  Mr.  Warrick,  burgeon,  deceaf- 
ed  ;  and  though  it  had  been  waffl¬ 
ed  out  before  the  fmall  beer  was 
put  therein,  yet  the  poifon  ftuck  to 
the  bottle,  unobferved  by  the  per¬ 
son  who  waffled  it.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  accident  will  be  a  caution  to 
people  how  they  ufe  old  bottles, 
articularly  fuch  as  may  have  been 
ought  at  druggiffs  or  apothecaries. 

Conjlantinople ,  June  4.  We  learn 
by  letters  from  Moful,  that  Father 


Vincent  Ruvo,  a  miffionary,  has 
buffered  a  cruel  death  through  his 
own  imprudence.  Not  content  with 
the  cure  of  fouls,  the  good  father, 
as  the  greatetl  part  of  the  miffiona- 
ries  do,  had  the  madnefs  to  under¬ 
take  to  cure  alfo  the  difeafes  of  the*  , 
body.  Mehemed,  king  of  Elge- 
ffra,  having  been  violently  attack¬ 
ed  with  a  continual  hiccup,  called 
in  the  new  Efculapius,  who  pro- 
mifed  him,  011  the  forfeiture  of  his 
head,  to  cure  him  in  an  inffant.  In 
confequcnce  the  miffionary  prepar¬ 
ed  a  potion  ;  the  bey  fwallovved  it, 
with  confidence,  anel  died  immedi¬ 
ately.  The  domeffics,  afflicled  at 
the  Ridden  death  of  their  mailer, 
feized  the  phyfician,  and,  after  giv¬ 
ing  him  feveral  blows,  cut  off'  his 
head. 

Rome ,  June  18.  The  tribunal 
of  Rota,  by  the  unanimous  deter* 
initiation  of  the  ffx  judges,  have  fet 
alide  the  will  of  the  lately  deceafed 
don,  Amanzio  Lepri,  who  had  there¬ 
by  bequeathed  to  his  holinefs  the  * 
pope  the  whole  of  his  poffieffions, 
amounting  to  the  bum  of  700,000 
Roman  crowns,  in  the  prejudice  of 
his  rVce. 

19.  On  Wednefday  the  13th,  a- 
bout  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  a  fire 
broke  out  at  a  village  called  King- 
Sutton,  near  Banbury,  in  Oxford- 
fhire,  which  confumed  65  houfes, 
the  greatetl  part  of  which  were  un¬ 
in  fared. 

Norwich,  July  if.  It  is  not  let's 
extraordinary  than  true,  that  a 
macaw,  in  the  poffellion  of  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  at  Erifwell,  hatched  two 
young  ones  this  week,  which  fhe 
feeds  with  the  utmoff  tender* 
nebs. 

Cadiz,  June  28.  The  2  2d  in  ft. 
an  Algerine  eorfair  of  18  gups  was 
funk  oft' Mahon  by  two  Spanifli  fri¬ 
gates,  after  a  moff:  defperate  reiift- 
ance,  and  all  on  board  peri  (bed. 

What 
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What  is  affonifhing,  thofe  fierce 
and  vindictive  plunderers  kept  an 
incelfant  firing  from  their  tops,  into 
the  king’s  fliips,  while  their  veff'el 
was  finking,  which  killed  and 
wounded  20  men.  The  lame  cor- 
fiair  two  days  before  took  a  large 
fhip  from  Amfterdam  bound  to  Leg¬ 
horn,  which  they  manned  and  lent 
to  Algiers.  All  the  Dutch  prifon- 
ers,  except  the  captain,  were  on 
board  the  rover  at  the  time  of  the 
engagement,  and  unfortunately  pe- 
rilhed. 

New  London ,  April  1 5.  We 
have  advice  by  capt.  joieph  Phil- 
lips,  who  arrived  here  laid  week 
from  St.  Martin’s,  that  the  illand 
of  St.  Bartholomew  having  been 
ceded  to  Sweden  by  the  king  of 
France,  it  was  taken  pofieffion  of 
about  the  fir  If  of  laid  month  by  the 
fubjedls  of  the  former,  who  had 
lotted  out  the  land  for  the  purpofe 
of  erecting  buildings  ;  that  it  was 
made  a  free  port  for  all  nations, 
and  that  it  was  probable  it  would 
foon  become  a  place  of  confider- 
able  conlequence  to  commerce. 

2  1 .  At  Maididone  affixes,  which 
ended  the  13th  inllant,  a  caufe  of 
great  confequence  was  tried  before 
lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury. 
The  cafe  was  as  follows  :  hv  an  add 
of  the  laid  fdfiion,  for  the  better 
prevention  of  fmuggling,  it  is 
enadled,  u  That  all  vefiels  belong¬ 
ing  in  the  whole  or  in  part  to  any 
of  his  majefty’s  fubjedls,  called 
cutters,  luggers,  fiiallops,  or  wher¬ 
ries  (of  what  built  foever),  whole 
bottoms  are  clench-work,  unlels 
they  fhall  be  fquare-rigged,  or  fit¬ 
ted!  as  Hoops  with  Handing  bolt- 
iprits,  the  length  of  which  fhall  be 
greater  than  in  proportion  of  three 
feet  and  a  half,  to  one  foot  in 
breadth,  armed  for  refill ance  other- 
wile  than  is  therein  excepted,  that 
fhould,  after  the  iff  of  October  laid, 


be  found  within  the  limits  prefcrib- 
ed  by  the  add,  be  forfeited.” 

In  the  port  of  Rochelder  were  a 
number  of  fifliing-lmacks,  which 
the  officers  of  the  cuidoms  feized, 
under  an  imagination  that  they 
were  fimilar  to  cutters,  luggers,  &c. 
although  their  bodies  were  not 
clench-vvork  ;  neither  were  they  of 
the  dimenlions  1'pecified  in  the  add, 
nor  armed  for  refill  ance. 

After  detaining  the  vefiels  for  up¬ 
wards  of  a  fortnight,  they  were 
returned  to  the  owners  ;  and  the  a- 
pology  made  wag  that  the  officers 
thought  they  did  not  come  within 
the  meaning  of  the  add.,*  The  in¬ 
jured  filhermen  applied  for  fatisfac- 
tion  in  vain,  and  the  prefent  addion 
was  therefore  commenced  to  compel 
relditution. 

Lord  Mansfield  fummed  up  the 
evidence  ;  remarking,  that  he  was 
furprifed  government  fupported  a 
fet  of  men  who  were  incapable  of 
difcharging  their  duty  without  dif- 
treffing  the  families  of  a  fet  of  ho¬ 
ne  fl  and  indufirious  individuals. 
The  jury  inftantly  gave  a  verdidd 
for  the  plaintiff  with  30I.  damages. 

Sixteen  other  actions  of  the  fame 
nature  were  determined  by  this 
verdidd. 

22.  The  crew  of  the  Friendly 
Adventure,  capt.  Broderick,  which 
was  loll  in  the  Greenland  leas  are 
brought  home  in  the  Young  Eagle, 
arrived  on  Saturday  in  the  river. 
The  lofs  of  this  fhip  was  in  the 
following  manner  :  they  were  in  a 
clear  lea  lurrounded  with  ice,  with 
a  moderate  breeze  at  S.  W.  which 
on  a  fudden  changed  to  the  N.  by 
S.  and  blew  in  hard  lqualls  :  the 
fields  of  ice  began  then  to  drive  as 
is  ufual,  and  all  hands  were  em¬ 
ployed  with  their  ice- poles,  &c.  A 
large  piece  of  ice  from  which  they 
could  by  no  means  el'cape,  came  at 
length,  and  ftove  in  the  larboard- 
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bow  ;  the  fhip  immediately  clofed, 
fo  that  it  was  with  difficulty  they 
got  out  any  eheil  or  lupplies  ol 
provisions,  and  in  lei s  than  an  hour 
ihe  funk.  Xuckily  there  was  the 
Young  Eagle  and  two  other  fnips 
in  light  ;  the  Eagle  being  the 
neareit  of  them,  lent  a  relief,  and 
brought  them  off  the  ice,  where 
they  mull  otherwife  have  perilhed. 

—  The  unfortunate  affair,  which 
occafioned  much  anxiety  to  the  In¬ 
dia  company’s  fupercargoes  at  Can¬ 
ton  {fee  page  40),  role  from  a  chop- 
boat  (a  country  velfel)  lying  along 
fide  the  Lady  Hughes,  in  the  way 
of  one  of  her  guns  while  faliiling  ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  three 
Chinefe  on  board  were  much  hurt, 
and  one  of  them  died  the  next.  day. 
The  gunner  of  the  Lady  Hughes, 
though  perfediy  innocent  as  to  any 
criminal  intention,  abfeonded.  The 
weyyeun  and  the  hoppoo’s  princi¬ 
pal  fecretary,  waited  upon  the  In¬ 
dia  company’s  fupercargoes,  and 
requelled  they  would  get  the  gun¬ 
ner  delivered  up;  dating,  that 
though  they  confide  red  the  matter  as 
an  unfortunate  accident,  yet  it  was 
neccffiiry  he  fliould  be  ffint  to  Can¬ 
ton  to  undergo  a  formal  examina¬ 
tion  merely  to  fatisfy  the  laws  of 
the  country.  To  this  apparent  rea- 
fonable  requeil  the  fupercargoes 
did  not  object,  provided  the  man 
\y,as  examined  in  one  of  the  facto¬ 
ries  ;  and  this  was  particularly  in¬ 
filled  on,  as  formerly  a  Frenchman 
had  been  conveyed  out  of  the  fac¬ 
tory  under  a  limilar  pretence,  and 
executed  the  next  morning  without 
even  the  form  of  a  trial.  Finding 
their  demand  was  not  acceded  to, 
they  found  means  to  decoy  Mr. 
George  Smith,  fupercargo  of  the 
jCady  Hughes,  by  a  pretended  mef- 
fage  ;  and  he  Was  conveyed  into  the 
city  under  a  guard  of  foldiers  with 
drawn  fvvords.  The  circ  urn  fiances 


that  enfued  led  the  fupercargoes  to 
fufpeft  their  own  pfcribns  were  not 
entirely  tree  from  danger  ;  for  the 
avenues  leading  to  the  quay  were 
barricaded,  and  filled  with  foldiers : 
the  linguills  and  merchants  fled; 
the  Hongs  totally  difappeared  ;  and 
the  communication  between  Can¬ 
ton  and  Whampoa  was  fufpended 
by  the  order  of  the  hoppo ;  they 
therefore  ordered  up  the  boats  of 
thefeveral  lhips,  manned  and  arm¬ 
ed  by  way  of  guard,  and  two  Eng- 
li fii  boats  were  difpatched  to  Wham¬ 
poa,  with  orders  for  the  company’s 
fliips,  as  well  as  the  French,  Dutch, 
Danes,  and  Americans,  to  fend  up 
immediately  to  Canton  their  pin¬ 
naces  armed  and  manned.  Tbefe 
orders  were  happily  executed  with 
fuch  fieadiiaefs  as  to  reflect  great 
honour  on  thole  employed,  espe¬ 
cially  as  the  oppofition  they  met 
with  was  totally  unexpected.  The 
tide  being  unfavourable,  it  was 
dark  before  they  approached  the 
city,  and  on  coming  to  the  firfi  hop¬ 
po  ho  life,  the  head  moll  boats  were 
hailed  by  an  armed  velfel,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  return  to  Whampoa,  which 
was  fucceeded  by  repeated  vollies 
of  mufquetry  from  the  fort  and  vef- 
fels,  and  continued  from  eiyht  till 
palf  eleven  ;  the  boats,  however, 
palfed  on  to  the  factory  without  re¬ 
turning  a  fingle  fhot,  or  receiving 
any  other  injury  than  a  quarter- 
mailer  of  the  Sullivan,  and  a  map. 


in  the  Calcutta’s  boat  being  llighdy 
wounded  :  this  lati  boat  was  fur- 
rounded  by  Chinefe  veflels  and 
boarded  ;  but  after  a  fho-rt  feuffle 
they  retired.  The  Chinefe  after¬ 
ward  pleaded  as  an  ex.cufe  for  this 
hollility  the  boats  coming  up  at  ap 
improper  hour.  The  fouyyeri after 
this  had  a  conference  with  one  of 
the  fupercargoes  of  every  nation  ; 
on  their  expreffing. great  furprize  at 
their  having  taken'  adtlve  a  put 
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with  the  Eagfifh,  they  told  him  it 
was  confidered  as  a  common  caufe . 
He  oblerved,  it  was  well  for  the 
Englifh  they  had  fuch  good  friends, 
and  concluded  with  perfuading 
them  to  prevail  on  the  fupercargoes 
to  deliver  lip  the  gunner,  and  then 
all  would  be  well.  About  ten  that 
night  a  ling ui ft  came  to  the  factory 
with  a  final  1  flag  and  arrow  from 
the  fouyyen  as  a  paflport  for  an 
Englifli  boat  to  be  fent  with  a  let¬ 
ter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  the  captain 
of  the  Lady  Hughes,  the  purport 
of  which  was,  that  the  gunner,  or 
fome  one  to  perfonate,  mull  be  fent, 
and  that  he  mu  ft  not  on  any  ac¬ 
count  leave  the  port  till  this  un¬ 
happy  affair  was  fettled.  The  La¬ 
dy  Hughes’s  boat  was  ordered  on 
this  bulinefs ;  but  the  linguift,  a- 
fraid  to  venture  fingly,  returned  to 
Canton  without  executing  his  com- 
miffion.  Fearful  of  the  conle- 
quences  of  this  neglect,  the  fuper¬ 
cargoes  accepted  the  offer  of  capt. 
MTntofh  of  the  Contractor,  who 
fet  off  for  Whampoa,  in  order  to 
execute  the  commiffion  the  linguift 
had  failed  in.  On  the  30th  of  No¬ 
vember  he  returned  with  the  un¬ 
fortunate  gunner,  who  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  ftpercargoes  to  the 
Pagoda,  where  rh*  Mandarines  u- 
fually  aflemble  on  European  bu¬ 
linefs.  They  were  received  by 
the  Mandarines  of  fuperior  rank, 
who,  taking  charge  of  the  poor 
man,  allured  the  gentlemen  his 
cafe  fhould  be  reprefented^  in  the 
moll  favourable  point  of  view, 
and  that  they  had  little  doubt 
of  his  being  difcharged  in  about 
iixty  days.  An  hour  after  this  in¬ 
terview,  Mr.  Smith  was  fet  at  li¬ 
berty,  and  gave  a  fatisfadtory  ac¬ 
count  of  the  good  treatment  he  had 
received  w  hi  lft  in  confinement. 
Thus  by  the  prudent  management 
of  the  India,  company’s  fupercar- 


C  I  P  A  L  [July, 

goes,  and  the  very  fpirited  affiffance 
of  their  own,  and  the”  feveral  fo¬ 
reign  ftiips,  this  unhappy  affair  was 
concluded  ;  but  the  innocent  caufe 
of  it  was  fir  angled,  by  order  of 
the  emperor,  on  the  8th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary. 

23.  On  the  13th  Mr.  Blanchard 
made  an  aerial  afcenfion  from  the 
garden  of  the  Old  Court  near  the 
Hague,  accompanied  by  M.  de  Bral- 
pont,  and  M.  de  Honenbaufen,  -two 
French  officers.  They  deicended 
in  a  field  at  Zovenhuis  (a  little  vil¬ 
lage  a  few  miles  from  Rotterdam) 
belonging  to  a  Dutch  boor,  who 
brought  round  them  a  fet  of  fellows, 
who  with  flicks  began  to  demolifh 
the  boat,  and  with  their  forks  to 
prick  holes  in  the  balloon  ;  and 
were  prevented  from  deflroying  the 
whole,  only  by  a  promife  of  mo¬ 
ney.  Mr.  Blanchard  made  them  to 
underftand  that  he  had  no  money 
about  him,  but  would  give  a  bill, 
to  be  received  at  the  Hague.  'The 
paper  he  gave  was  written  in 
French^  to  this  effect : 

“  I  certify  that  I  defcended  at 
nine  o’clook  in  a  bye  field  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  man,  who,  though  not  in 
the  leafl:  hurt  by  it,  has  demanded 
ten  ducats  of  me,  after  helping  to 
plunder  me,  and  partly  to  defircy 
my  car  and  my  globe. 

Signed, 

‘c  July  12.  u  Blanchard.” 

Thinking  he  had  got  a  good  bill,  i 
the  men  were  then  very  officious, 
and  gave  them  every  affiflance  to 
forward  them  to.  Rotterdam,  from 
whence,  after  taking  fome  refrefll- 
ment,  they  returned  to  the  Hague. 

— ■  The  court  of  fefiions  in  Scot¬ 
land  determined  an  important  quef- 
tion  in  literary  property.  The  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  Encyclopedia  Britan  * 
nica,  publifhed  at  Edinburgh,  had 
infected  in  that  publication  a  very 
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CQnliderable  part  of  Dr.  Gilbert 
Stuart’s  Hiftories  of  Scotland,  and 
of  the  Reformation  in  Scotland. 
The  court  found,  by  a  conliderable 
majority,  that  the  defenders  had 
incurred  the  penalties  of  the  ifatute, 
and  remitted  to  the  lord  ordinary  to 
modify  the  fame.  See  p.  57. 

—  Some  friends  and  protestors  of 
the  fciences  having  formed  a  deligh 
to  erect  a  monument  in  honour  of 
Leibnitz,  Sulzer,  and  Lambert,  his 
P ruffian  majefty  has  been  pleafed 
to  ailign  a  icite  in  Berlin  for  this 
tefdmony  of  the  public  appro  ba- 
tion.  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  anfwer  given  to  pr'ofelfor  Much* 
ler  on  this  occaiion. 

44  The  monuments  eredled  in  ho* 
nour  of  great  men  were  in  ancient 
times  a  ftimulus  to  the  emulation  of 
poilerity.  A  baron  de  Leibnitz,  a 
Sulzer,  a  Lambert,  deferve  no  lefs 
than  the  fages  of  antiquity  that 
their  memory  lliould  have  the  fame 
honours,  and  their  merits  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  molt  diftant  ages. 
Perhaps  likewife  thole  marks  of  dif- 
tindtion  may  roufe  in  fome  a  fpirit 
to  rival  them  in  their  own  way.  In 
this  hope,  and  in  hope  to  gratify 
your  requeft  of  yefterday,  I  grant 
you  permiffion  to  raife  a  trophy  to 
their  honour,  adorned  with  iiatues 
and  medallions  of  them.  The  moll 
proper  place  for  this  purpofe  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  in  the  middle  of 
the  fquare  facing  my  great  library, 
I  therefore  permit  you  to  eredl  it 
there.  In  confequence  you  may 
apply  to  lleut.  gen.  Mollendorf, 
governor  of  Berlin,  who  will  re¬ 
ceive  from  your  gracious  fovereign 
the  necefiary  orders  for  expediting 
that  permiffion. 

Po'Jdatn ,  Apr*  24,  1785. 

(Signed) 


Yefterday  a  bill  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  hay  palled  the 
commons  houfe  in  one  cky.  There 
is  fuch  a  demand  for  hay  abroad 
that  it  fetches  any  prices  12L  a 
load  at  Paris ;  arid  2d.  atBritliels  1 

Cbarlejtown ,  South  Carolina $  3 fay 
235-1785*  A  few  days  ago  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Camderl 
was  ilrut  up  by  the  people  of  that 
diftrid,  who  aHembled  in  crowds 
about  the  courtfeoufe,  arid  deputed 
fome  of  their  riumber  to  wait  on 
the  judge,  arid  inform  him,  that 
they  were  determined  to  pay  none 
of  their  old  debts  *  but  that  the 
court  might  proceed,  Without  im* 
pedimerit,  to  the  trial  of  criminal 
caufes  ;  and  the  jury  being  ordered 
to  retire,  they  immediately  fub- 
mltted, 

24.  At  Nottingham  affizes  came 
on  before  judge  Wiiles,  and  a  fpe* 
cial  jury,  a  remarkable  caufe  be* 
tween  mifs  Mellifb,  the  natural 
daughter,  and  mifs  Rankin,  the 
niece  of  the  late  Charles  Mellilh* 
efq.  It  feems,  that  long  before  the 
death  of  Mr.  Mellifh,  he  commu* 
nicated  to  Mrs.  Pitt  (a  lady  to 
whom  he  had  formerly  made  pro* 
pofals,  which  fee  rejeded)  his  in¬ 
tention  of  leaving  her  the  bulk  of 
his  property  ;  an  intention  which 
fee,  with  much  magnificence  of 
temper,  very  fmcerely  oppofed  :  her 
oppofition,  however,  was  not  able 
to  alter  his  purpofe.  When  he 
died,  Mrs,  Pitt  found  herfelf  heirefs 
to  an  eftate  of  1500I.  a  year,  to  the 
ex'clurion  of  a  niece  of  the  deceas¬ 
ed,  and  his  natural  daughter. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  par¬ 
ties  met ;  when  Mrs.  Pitt,  with  a 
noble  dffintereiiednefs,  pofttively 
refufed  to  advantage  herfelt  at  ail 
under  the  will,  arid  affigned  the 
whole  be  quell  to  mifs  Rankin,  the 
niece. 
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Mils  Mellilh,  the  natural  daugh¬ 
ter,  was  at  the  fame  time  not  un- 
conlidered :  mifs  Rankin,  after  con- 
fulting  her  bcnefadtrefs  upon  the 
fubjedt,  made  her  a  prefent  of  four 
thou  land  pounds. 

The  will  producing  thefe  confe- 
quences,  was  regular  fn  all  forms 
except  that  there  was  an  omiffion  in 
the  date.  It  was,  however,  thought 
to  be  the  only  will;  and  therefore 
p  aided  tin  impugned  ;  but  fmce  that, 
anothfffwlll  has  been  brought  to 
light  ;  by  which  the  edate  in  quef- 
tion  was  deviled  to  mils  Mellilh  ; 
and  on  this  her  claim  arofe. 

What  puzzles  not  the  lead  in  de¬ 
ciding  on  this  cafe,  is  this— —The 
will,  on  which  mifs  Mellilh  claims 
to  poflefs,  being  of  a  date  (1774) 
anterior  to  the  other,  whith,  though 
not  perfect  in  the  day  or  the  month, 
wanted  not  the  date  of  the-  year 
1784,  and  was  witnelled  by  three 
perfons. 

The  trial  began  at  eight  O'clock 

o  o 

in  the  morning,  and  at  eleven  at 
night  the  judge  began  to  fum  up 
the  evidence,  which  took  up  near 
two  hours and  the  jury,  at  three 
in  the  morning,  waited  on  the  judge 
in  his  bed,  with  a  verdict  for  mifs 
Mellilh,  the  plaintiff. 

A  quedion  of  fuch  import  did 
.not  pals  with  indifference  in  the 
town  of  Nottingham.  As  might  be 
expected,  the  people  took  lides,  but 
with  fuch  drange  inequality  and 
unaccountable  emotion,  that  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  trial,  Mrs.  Pitt, 
whole  behaviour  has  been  fo  highly 
fpoken  of,  and  to  whom  no  fubfe- 
quent  fufpicion  could  be  imputable, 
became  an  obje61  of  popular  dif- 
pieafure,  and  wras  literally  hooted 
out  of  the  town. 

Dublin ,  July  20.  Yederday  af¬ 
ternoon,  at  two  o'clock,  Mr.  Crof- 
bie  afcendcd  in  his  balloon,  in  or¬ 
der  to  proceed  on  his  aerial  expe¬ 


dition  acrofs  the  Channel.  The 
balloon,  elevated  to  a  prodigious 
height,  took  a  direction  nearly  N. 
N.  E.  and,  in  about  twenty -eight 
minutes,,  was  carried  out  of  light, 
by  a  drong  but  deady  breeze.  Mr. 
Crofbieat  his  utmod  height  thought 
himfelf  dationary  ;  but  liberating' 
fome  of  his  gas,  he  defcended  to  a 
current  of  air,  blowing  north,  and 
extremely  rough.  He  now  entered 
a  black  cloud,  and  encountered  a 
prepullion  of  wind,  with  lightning" 
and  thunder,  which  brought  him 
rapidly  towards  the  furface  of  the 
water.  Here  the  balloon  made  a 
circuit,  but  falling  lower,  the  wa¬ 
ter  entered  his  car,  and  he  lod  his 
notes  of  obfervation  ;  but  recolkdV 
ing  that  his  watch  was  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  car,  he  groped  for  it, 
and  put  it  in  his  pocket.  All  his 
endeavours  to  throw  out  ballad 
were  of  no  avail,  the  intemperance 
of  the  weather  plunged  him  into 
the  ocean.  He  now  thought  of  his 
cork  waidcoat,  and  with  much  dif¬ 
ficulty  having'  put  it  on,  the  pro« 
priety  of  his  idea  became  manifed- 
ly  ufeful  in  the  condruclion  of  his 
boat,  as  by  the  admildon  of  water 
into  the  lower  part  of  it,  and  the 
fufpenfion  of  his  bladders,  which 
were  arranged  at  the  top,  the  wa¬ 
ter,  added  to  his  own  weight,  be¬ 
came  proper  ballad,  and  the  bal¬ 
loon  maintaining  its  poife,  it  be¬ 
came  a  powerful  fail,  and  by  means 
of  a  fnatch- block  to  his  car,  or 
boat,  he  went  before  the  wind  as 
regularly  as  a  failing  veffel.  In 
this  dtuation,  he  found  himfelf  in¬ 
clined  to  eat,  and  took  a  morfel  of 
fowl  ;  when  at  the  didance  of  an¬ 
other  league,  he  difcovered  foms 
vellels  crowding  after  him  ;  but  as 
his  progrefs  outdripped  all  their 
endeavours,  he  lengthened  the  fpacer 
of  the  balloon  from  the  car,  which 
gave  a  confeement  check  to  the  ra- 
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feidity  df  his  failing-,  when  the  Bull-* 
It  ary  barge  came  up,  and  fired  a 
gun.  One  of  the  fail  or  s  jumped 
into  his  car,  and  made  it  fall  to  the 
barge,  on  which  the  aeronaut  came 
out  with  the  fame  compofure  which 
marked  the  whole  complexion  of 
his  adventure.  At  this  time  an¬ 
other  of  the  bailors,  after  the  car 
was  brought  on  board,  laid  hold  of 
the  halyard  which  fufpended  the 
balloon,  and  it  being  releafed  from 
its  under  weight,  a  ludicrous  fcene 
fcnfued  •  for  the  balloon  afcended 
above  too  feet  into  the  air,  to  the 
iitmofl  extent  of  the  rope,  the  fel¬ 
low  bawling  moft  vehemently  un¬ 
der  the  apprehenfion  of  taking  a 
flight  to  the  clouds  :  but  beino- 

*  O 

(fragged  down,  by  the  united  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  whole  crew,  the  poor 
tar  was,  for  once,  eaied  of  his  fears 
of  going  to  heaven.  The  barge 
how  fleeted  for  Dunleary,  and  tow¬ 
ed  the  balloon  after  it.  About  ten 
o’clock  they  landed  ;  and  this  morn¬ 
ing  he  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
the  congratulations  of,  and  breakfafb 
ing  with-,  their  graces  the  duke  and 
du chefs  of  Rutland,  at  Mr.  Lee’s 
elegant  lodge,  Dunleary. 

Norwich,  July  25*  On  Friday, 
iat  half  paft  four,  major  Money  af¬ 
cended  in  a  balloon,  which,  from 
feme  mismanagement,  was  not  more 
than  half  full.  It  role,  at  firfl, 
Very  heavily,  took  a  north-well  di¬ 
rection,  but  getting  higher  into  the 
air,  Returned,  and  went  directly 
fouth-eafi  ;  the  day  was  perfectly 
calm,  fcarce  a  leaf  waved  upon  the 
trees ;  the  alcenfion  was  very  gra¬ 
dual  ;  the  direction  of  the  balloon 
was  direCtly  towards  the  fea.  Here 
it  may  be  neceffary  to  fay,  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  falling  of  the  balloon,  it 
had  been  obferved  that  the  gas  ef- 
caped  too  rapidly  out  of  the  valve 
at  top,  to  remedy  which  a  piece  of 
was  fewed  over  it,  and  it  having 


been  forgot  to  remove  this  before 
the  balloon  afcended,  was  the  o.c- 
c  a  lion  of  the  fucceeding  misfor¬ 
tunes. 

When  the  major  had  been  in  the 
air  about  two  hours,  he  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  open  the  valve  and  defeend  j 
but  how  great  his  furprize  to  find 
that  it  had  not  the  deli  reel  elfeCi, 
Faffing-  over  Pakefield,  a  village  be- 
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tween  Yat  mouth  and  Soutlnvold, 
he  found  himfelf  fulpended  over  the 
fea,  perhaps  without  hopes  of  de¬ 
livery  from  his  perilous  Situation. 
Unable  to  Hop,  unwilling  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  he  exerted  every  effort  to  re¬ 
turn,  but  all  in  vain  ;  he  was  car¬ 
rier  near  feven  leagues  from  land, 
and  alighted  upon  the  fea  about  fe¬ 
ven  o’clock.  The  boats  which  fol¬ 
lowed  him  from  Loweftoff  and 
Southwoid  returned,  giving  him 
up  for  loft.  In  this  extremity,  af¬ 
ter  beating  about  for  four  hours, 
fometimes  in  the  water,  and  at  o- 
thers  lifted  out  of  it,  by  the  bal¬ 
loon,  after  having  his  hands  terri¬ 
bly  lacerated  by  his  exertions  to 
keep  himfelf  from  drowning,  by 
lifting  himfelf  out  of  the  water  by 
the  cords  of  the  balloon,  and  near¬ 
ly  exhaufted,  he  very  fortunately 
was  taken  up  by  the  Argus  reve¬ 
nue  cutter  at  eleven  o’clock,  fafely 
landed  that  night  on  his  native 
coall,  and  yefter day  returned  to  his 
houfe,  Crown  Point,  within  a  mile 
of  this  city,  about  three  o’clock. 

— -  Y efterday  died  Mr.  Moore,, 
watchmaker,  in  Moorfielus.  whofe 
death  was  occasioned  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  Singular  circumftance.  His 
houfe  had  been  recently  robbed  of 
property  to  a  very  considerable  a- 
mount;  and  a  few  evenings  after, 
fitting  in  his  parlour,  he  heard  a 
noife  in  the  room  over  it  ;  upon  . 
which  he  fuddeniy  rofe  from  h% 
chair,  and  exclaimed,  u  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  me  j  the  villains  are 

(D  2)  coming 


PRINCIPAL 


(S2) 

coming  to  take  my  life.”  Mr. 
Moore  was  immediately  taken  ill, 
and  furvived  but  a  very  few  days. 
A  phyfician  of  eminence  attended 
him,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
from  the  fudden  fright  his  whole 
mafs  of  blood  had  undergone  a 
change.  The  noife  which  occa- 
fioned  this  fatal  alarm  proved  to  be 
nothing  more  than  a  cat  in  purfuit 
of  a  mo ufe  or  rat  having  thrown 
fomething  off  the  table. 

Dower,  July  26.  A  few  days 
iince  the  Wafp  fell  in  with  a  French 
lugger  off  Diuigentfs,  the  captain 
„of  which  refufed  to  pay  the  ufual 
compliment  to  the  Britifh  flag  ;  on 
which  captain  Hills  fent  his  lieute¬ 
nant  on  board,  to  know  the  reafon 
■of  his  r'efufal.  The  French  cap¬ 
tain  faid  he  had  particular  orders 
from  his  court  not  to  do  it  in  fu¬ 
ture  ;  and  that  in  cafe  it  was  inlifted 
on  he  mull  defend  himfelf,  and  im- 
jmediately  cleared  for  action.  Cap¬ 
tain  Hills  did  not  think  proper  to 
rifk  an  engagement,  but  fent  his 

lieutenant  to  London  wdth  the  a- 

; 

bove  relation,  and  to  know  how  he 
fliould  a£t  in  future.  The  lieute¬ 
nant  is  returned.  But  in  whatever 
light  government  takes  this  matter, 
it  is  kept  very  fecret. 

1 —  A  fquadron  of  French  fri¬ 
gates,  under  the  command  of  a 
very  young  officer,  was  lately  Ra¬ 
tioned  in  the  chops  of  the  Channel, 
from  whom  the  Hebe,  capt.  Gower, 
the  papers  fay,  received  a  polite 
melfage  not  to  break  his  line.  The 
commander’s  anfwer  was,  he  had 
the  king  his  mailer’s  orders  to  pur- 
fue  his  courfe,  and  he  would  not 
alter  it  for  the  line  of  any  king  in 
the  world. 

—  To  a  voyage  for  difeovery  by 
tea,  her  imperial  majefty  of  all  the 
Ruffias  has  added  a  journey  by 
land,  which  has  for  its  objedl  the 
geography  of  the  unexplored  parts 
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of  her  empire,  a§  far  as  it  extends 
to  the  north  and  weft,  and  towards 
the  eaftern  fide  of  the  American 
continent.  The  difficulties  and  dan¬ 
gers  that  muft  neccftarilv  attend  the 
travelling  a  defolate  country  more 
than  four  thoufand  miles  in  extent, 
has  been  no  bar  to  the  enterprifing 
fpirit  of  this  il'luftrious.  fovereign  : 
the  corps,  appointed  for  the  expe¬ 
dition,  are  already  let  out,  and  con- 
lift  of  eight  hundred  men,  at  the 
head  of  whom  are  a  hundred  and 
feven  officers  of  different  ranks, 
with  gentlemen  well  Ikilled  in  the 
ufeful  arts,  and  milfionaries,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  carry  the  precepts  of 
Chriftianity  to  the  remoteft  regions 
of  the  earth.  See p.  62. 

—  On  the  2  nth  inft.  Dr.  Frank- 

t 

lin  embarked  at  Havre,  and  on  the 
fame  day  landed  at  Southampton  ; 
whence,  after  taking  fome  refrefh- 
ment,  he  embarked  for  the  ifle  of 
Wight,  where  a  velfel  lay  ready  to 
convey  him  to  America,  it  is  faid, 
his  prefence  is  there  much  wanted, 
to  heal  the  diffentions  that  uni-ver- 
fally  prevail  throughout  the  dil- 
united  Rates.  The  ling.ularity  of 
his  courfe  has,  however,  given  rife 
to  much  fpeculation. 

—  The  two  French  Blips,  Aftro- 
labe  and  la  Boflple,  commillioned 
for  difeovery,  took  their  departure 
from  the  road  of  Breft,  on  the  2  2d 
of  July.  By  them,  the  fate  of  Q- 
mai,  fo  interefting  to  curioiity,  may 
probably  be  learnt.  See  p.  38. 

- —  On  the  14th  inft.  a  valet, 
named  Gaudron,  broke  open  his 
mafter’s  eferutore,  at  Paris,  and 
took  thence  money  and  valuables  to 
a  confiderable  amount,  which  he  de- 
pofited  in  a  lodgingprovided  for  the 
purpofe ;  and  having  previoufly 
placed  a  quantity  of  gunpowder  un¬ 
derneath,  he  had  formed  the  diabo¬ 
lical  defign,  while  his  mafter  was 
writing,  of  letting  fire  to  the  train, 

to 
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to  blow  him  and  his  family  up  to¬ 
gether,  but  providentially  was  dif- 
covered  in  the  very  act,  fecured, 
brought  to  trial,  and  fentenced  to 
be  burnt.  On  the  morning  of  the 
execution,  he  was  conveyed  to  the 
door  of  the  church  at  Notre  Dame ; 
his  head  arid  feet  bare,  his  body  co¬ 
vered  with  a  Iheet,  a  halter  round 
his  neck,  and  a  torch  in  his  hand. 
He  then  confeffed  his  crime.,  begged 
forgivenefs  of  God,  the  king,  and 
the  people,  and  thence,  in  a  mod: 
tremendous  florm  of  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  and  rain,  Was  removed  to  the 
Place,  de  Greve,  and  as  foon  as  the 
rain  abated,  was  laid  proilrate  on  a 
pile  of  faggots,  and  burnt  alive. 

AUGUST. 

i.  At  Leyden,  on  the  20th  of 
July,  the  villain  John  Gryzoe,  of 
that  city,  coachman  to  Mrs,  Vander 
Meulin,  whom  he  had  formerly 
charged  with  an  attempt  to  bribe 
him  to  affaffinate  the  itadtholder, 
was,  in  purfuance  of  his  fentence, 
fafiened  to  the  gallows  with  a  rope 
about  his  neck,  and  a  label  over  his 
head,  iignifying  his  crimes,  perjury 
and forgery*  He  was  there  feverely 
whipped  and  branded,  and  after¬ 
wards  recommitted  to  gaol,  where 
he  is  to  remain  thirty  years  dole 
confined  ;  and,  if  he  furvives,  is  to 
be  ban! filed.  The  fentence  of  the 
cook,  his  accomplice,  is  to  be  whip¬ 
ped,  imprifoned  nine  years,  and  ba- 
nifiied  eighteen  vears. 

—  The  end  ol  laff  month,  a  poor 
woman  of  Meal’s  Afliby,  in  North- 
amptonfhire,  being  lufpedted  of 
witchcraft,  voluntarily  offered  her- 
fell  to  trial.  The  vulgar  notion  is, 
that  a  witch,  if  thrown  into  the  wa- 
ter  will  fwim  ;  but  this  poor  wo- 
man,.beinS  thrown  into  a  pond, 
funk  inftantl)h  anc"  was  with  diffi- 
faved.  On  which  the  cry 

Gfity 


was,  “No  witch!  No  witch !”  and 
the  woman  met  with  pity  !  Not  lb, 
with  a  poor  old  man  and  woman  at 
Tring,  fome  years  ago.  The  wo¬ 
man,  by  the  brutality  of  the  mul¬ 
titude,  perifiied,  and  one  Colly  was 
hanged  for  the  murder.  The  old 
man  recovered.  One  might  have 
hoped,  that  this  would  be  the  laff 
inftance  of  fuch  faperftitious  folly. 

2.  William  Hurt,  who  was  lately 
exectfted  for  a  highway  robbery 
(fee  March  3),  voluntarily  con- 
fefied  to  Mr.  Yillette,  the  ordina¬ 
ry,  on  receiving  the  facrament  on 
the  Sunday  preceding  the  execu¬ 
tion,  that  he  committed  the  rob¬ 
bery  in  company  with  a  perfon, 
who  then  remained  in  the  New  Jail 
to  be  tried.  He  afterwards,  in  his 
cell,  recapitulated  the  particulars  of 
the  faft  to  two  perfons  of  credit, 
and  corroboratecUhe  fame  by  a  moft 
folemn  declaration  on  the  fcaffold. 
Gibfon,  the  perfon  who  was  Hurt's 
companion  in  the  robbery,  is  now 
a  convibt  under  fentence  of  death  in 
the  New  Jail,  in  the  Borough.  He 
lafl  week  avowed  his  guilt,  and  de¬ 
clared  before  the  reverend  Mr.  Wor- 
fifip,  of  Halfey-court,  Blackman- 
ftreet,  and  other  refpectable  witneil- 
es,  that  he  robbed  firThomasDaven- 
port,  in  company  with  Hurt ;  that 
he  rode  a  bay  crop  mare  ;  that  Hurt 
rode  a  grey  mare  5  that  they  both 
had  light-coloured  great  coats  on, 
with  lilk  handkerchiefs  over  their 
faces ;  that  the  lining  of  his  (Gib- 
forfis)  hat  hung  down  over  his  face, 
and  that  only  one  of  his  eyes  was 
vifible.  That  he  obferved  the  foot¬ 
man  taking  particular  notice  of  him  ; 
he  therefore  rode  up  to  him,  and 
obliged  him  to  difmount,  while  he 
rode  round  to  the  fide  of  the  car¬ 
riage  on  which  fir  Thomas  Daven¬ 
port  fat,  and  robbed  him  of  his 
watch  and  an  old  cornelian  Teal,  the 
engraving  on  which  was  a  man’s 
(D3)  head, 
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head,  with  an  halter  about  his  neck ; 
that  he  fold  the  watch  and  feals  to 
Mr.  Brew,  who  at  that  time  kept  a 
pawnbroker’s  fhop  in  Shoreditch, 
but  has  lince  been Tent  on  board  the 
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hulk  at  Woolwich,  where  he  is. now 
confined. 

—  The  fhip  owners,  and  others 
Concerned  in  the  coal-trade,  having 
lately  entered  into  a  combination  to 
enhance  the  price  of  coals,  a  court 
of  common  council  was  held  on 
Friday*  when  the  lord  mayor  ftated 
this  alarming  c  ire  urn  fiance.  It  was, 
in  coiliequence,  recommended  to 
put  the  laws  again#  unlawful  com¬ 
binations  into  execution;  and  ap¬ 
plication  being  made  to  min i fir y,  an 
.  advertifement  appeared  the  next  day 
in  the  Gazette,  with  his  majefty’s 
pardon,  and  a  reward  of  20c  1.  to 
any  perfon  concerned  in  fuch  com¬ 
bination,  who  fhonld  difeover  the 
abettors  or  promoters  of  the  fame. 
At  the  fame  time  the  following  no- 
tice  was  ferved  on  the  coal  buyers, 
eoal-faCtors,  &c.  by  Mr.  Saxby, 
the  water-bailiff,  viz. 

<c  The  lord  mayor  being  ex- 
tremely  anxious  that  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  city  and  parts  adjacent 
may  receive  their  Ordinary  fupply 
of  coals,  and  that  the  peripns  ufu- 
&lly  employed  in  the  coal-trade  may 
no  longer  be  kept  out  of  employ¬ 
ment,  has  directed  me  to  give  im¬ 
mediate  notice  to  the  coal  owners, 
factors,  and  all  others  concerned  in 
the  coal  trade,  that  unlefs  the  ihips 
now  in  the  river  begin  to  unload 
their  cargoes  without  farther  delay, 
his  lordfhip  is  prepared  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  carry  into  immediate  ef¬ 
fect  the  refolutioh  of  the  court  of 
common  council  of  this  day,  and' 
caufe  all  perfons  to  be  brought  to 
that  puniftimerit  which  the  common 
and  ffatute  laws  of  the  realm'  have 
prepared  for  thofe  Who  enter  into 
combinations  to  obflrnct  the  fale  of 
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that  neceffary  commodity,  and  en¬ 
hance  the  price  thereof.  By  order 
of  his  lordfhip, 

(Signed) 

William  Saxby,  water- bailiff  oT 
the  city  of  London T 
Man  fiorir  Houfe,  July  29,  1781;. 

Thefe  prudent  and  fpirlted  mea- 
fures  produced  all  the  effect  that 
could  be  wifhed. 

— -  Another  meeting  of  the  com- 
miflioners  for  carrying  the  ibop-tax 
into  execution  was  held  at  Guild¬ 
hall  ;  when  a  motion  being  made, 
and  the  queftion  put,  that  u  the 
fhop-tax  was  partial,  oppreffive,T 
&c.  &c.  a  divihon  took  place,  on 
which  the  numbers  were. 

For  the  motion  47 

Again#  it  —  4 

A  fecond  motion  was  next  made9 
to  confirm  the  tefolution  of  July  4, 
for  adjourning  the  coniideration  of 
the  laid  tax  till  the  la#  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  next,  when  another  divihon 
embed  : 

For  confirming  the  refolution  4S 
Again#  it  — -  — •  12 

After  wdiich  the  meeting  broke  tip. 

q.  On  the  17th  ult.  an  arret  was 
publifhed  at  Paris,  laying  divers  re- 
ffriCtions  and  prohibitions  on  all  fo¬ 
reign,  and  particularly  Englifh,  ma¬ 
nufactures.  This  arret  naturally 
occafioned  a  general  alarm  in  this 
country.  The  hr#  knowledge  which 
our  manufacturers  received  of  it  was' 
by  a  notice  from  the  French  houfes 
countermanding  all  their  orders ; 
and  more  than  a  hundred  looms  in 
the  gauze  branch  on lv  were  on  Mon¬ 
day  flopped  in  Spitalhelds.  The 
manufacturers  had*  a  conference 
with  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  hate. 

.  1  * 

who  told  them,  that  every  ftep 
Which  government  could  take  would 
be  purified  on  the  occahon.  u  It 
was  a  policy,  he  laid,  which  we 
had  not  provoked,  and  for  which  he: 
. *  «  -  -  -  j.  .  ,  r.  could ; 
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could  not  account.’ *  See  Public 
Papers . 

4.  On  Monday  lalt,  Andrew  Knox, 
one  of  the  privates  in  a  regiment  of 
light  dragoons  which  attended  a  late 
review  at  Woolwich,  and  whogrofly 
mifbehaved  himfelf  by  cutting  and 
ill-treating  many  of  the  fpebtators, 
was  brought  before  fir  Sampfon 
Wright,  for  wounding  Mr.  B Hin¬ 
der,  gunmaker,  in  the  Minories,  in 
the  eye,  with  his  drawn  fcymitar, 
and  making  afecond  cut  at  him  with 
the  fame  weapon,  by  which  his  life 
would  have  been  endangered,  as  his 
eye-light  had  been  by  the  firlt,  if 
the  blow  had  not  been  warded  oft' 
by  a  friend  who  was  near  him.  The 
atrocioufnels  of  this  aftault  was  ag¬ 
gravated  by  the  conlideration,  that 
it  was  not  in  the  difeharge  of  the 
man’s  duty  to  keep  order  in  the 
held,  as  the  review  had  been  long 
over,  but  it  was  wantonly  committ¬ 
ed  in  an  inn-yard,  which  Mr.  Bran- 
der  and  many  others  had  entered  to 
avoid  the  troops,  and  any  accident 
that  might  happen-  Under  thefe 
c  ire  urn  fiances,  though  the  man  had 
already  received  fome  punifliment 
by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial 
for  his  irregular  condubt,  he  was 
committed  to  take  his  trial  for  the 
aftault  at  the  next  quarter-leflions  at 
Maidftone,  as  an  example  to  all  fuch 
offenders,  that  no  martial  difeipline 
fhall  protebt  them  from  anfwering 
to  the  civil  mag.iilra.te  for  a  breach 
of  the  peace- 

Rotterdam ,  July  29.  This  day, 
at  five  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Blan¬ 
chard  afeended  in  his  balloon.  Af¬ 
ter  riling  to  an  immenfe  altitude,  he 
-continued  in  a  direct  line,  and  in 
Id's  than  an  hour,  as  he  reports  it 
himfelf,  having  paffed  through  fe- 
veial  electrical  clouds  of  a  moil 
beautiful  appearance,  he  alighted  at 
Yffelftein,  nine  leagues  from  this 
d.tp  Mr-  Blanchard  adds,  that  the 


kind  reception  he  met  with  at  Yflel- 
ftein,  made  him  entirely  forget  the 
ill-treatment  of  the  unmannerly 
boors  of  Zevenhuys.  See  p.  48. 

—  A  letter  from  Dublin,  dated 
July  30,  has  the  following  articles 
44  A  coal-fabtor  on  Alton’s  Quay, 
having  lalt  fpring  imported  a  cargo 
of  early  potatoes  from  England, 
fold  but  a  fmall  quantity.,  and  the 
reft  remained  on  hand,  fpoiled  for 
human  confumption,  and  confe- 
quently  loft  to  a  market.  This  man 
had  lixteen  horfes  conftantly  at 
work,  and  finding  it  difficult,  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  drought,  to  provide 
them  in  forage,  he  waffled  and  boil¬ 
ed  fome  of  the  potatoes,  and  hav~ 
•mg  fprinkled  them  with  fait,  he, 
by  degrees,  introduced  them,  mixed 
with  their  common  food,  until  the 
horfes  grew  fo  uncommonly  fond  of 
the  root  in.  a  few  days,  that  they 
preferred  it  to  hay,  oats,  or 
grains.  They  are  now  fed  with 
nothing  elfe,  -and  thrive  wonder¬ 
fully.  ” 

5.  Yelterday  were  executed  at 
Kennington  Common,  Philip  Gib- 
fon,  John  Mutton,  and  Henry 
Wiggs,  for  a  burglary ;  Thomas 
Hudfon,  for  a  highway  robbery  ; 
Charles  Jenkins,  for  a  footpad  rob¬ 
bery  ;  Owen  M4Carthy,  for  houfe- 
breaking  ;  and  William  Shearman, 
for  horfe-ftealing.  Gibfon,  after 
receiving  the  facrament  yelterday 
morning,  confefled  to  the  rev.  Mr. 
Dyer,  and  other  gentlemen,  that  he, 
with  Mutton,  Wiggs,  and  two  more 
not  yet  taken,  robbed  Morgan  Rice, 
efq.  high  ffierifF  for  Surrey ;  he 
likewife  confelfed,  that  he  and  Hurt 
were  the  real  perfons  who  robbed 
fir  Thomas  Davenport  and  his  lady 
on  the  nth  of  Obtober  lalt,  for 
which  Thomas  Wood  and  George 
Brown  were  tried,  and  honourably 
acquitted  j  and  that  he  (Gibfon) 
fold  live  watches,  with  fir  Tho- 
(D  4)  inas’sa 
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snaVs,  and  the  feal  with  a  man’s 
head  and  a  halter  round  his  neck, 
to  Brew,  now  on  board  the  hulks* 
See  p.  53. 

7.  By  letters  from  Paris,  of  the 
$th  ind.  we  learn,  that  the  cheva¬ 
lier  d’Entrec'adeaux,  of  a  noble  fa¬ 
mily  in  France,  and  once  president 
of  the  parliament  of  Provence,  who, 
in  May,  1784,  murdered  his  wife, 
end,  after  the  commildon  of  the 
-horrid  deed,  elcaped  into  Portugal, 
died  at  Lifbon  on  the  1  7th  of  July, 
On  his  arrival  in  that  city,  under  a 
borrowed  name,  he  was  apprehend¬ 
ed,  in  confequence  of  an  advertife- 
jnent.  During  his  confinement,  he 
prefented  a  moil:  extraordinary  pe¬ 
tition  to  the  queen  of  Portugal  ; 
a  petition,  in  which  the  violator 
pf  the  marriage-bed,  and  the  mur¬ 
derer  of  his  wife,  extenuates  his 
crime,  as  proceeding  from  “  a 
fentiment  of  honour  carried  to  ex- 
cefs  in  which  an  atrocious  cri¬ 
minal  deblares,  that  u  ignominy  is 
intolerable,”  and  is  dill  relied  led; 

a  perpetual  infamy  fhould  be  af¬ 
fixed  to  his  memory  in  which  he 
talks  pf  u  happincjl  which  his  mlf- 
trefs  had  a  right  to  expedP’  in  a 
criminal  connection,  and  fuppli- 
cates  for  death  as  u  the  recovery 
of  his  virtue,  the  prefervation  of 
jiis  honour,  and  the  end  of  his  mi- 
fery,”  Nothing  can  enforce  in  a 
more  linking  manner,  than  does 
this  petition,  the  fatal  confequences 
of  infidelity  and  deifm,  and  of  the 
principles  of  that  imaginary  ho- 
hour,  derived  from  caprice  and 
folly,  which  permits  an  unbounded 
indulgence  of  the  paffions,  and  too 
often  terminates  in  irretrievable  de- 
druftion.  ( See  Public  Papers.)-.— 
Her  moll  faithful  majedy  had  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  fent  to  the  Brazils, 
for  which,  accordingly,  he  was  on 
the  point  of  embarking,  when  he 
fell  dangerously  ill  from  excefs  of 


[Auguft, 

remorfe,  and,  on  the  16th  of  lad 
month,  felt  his  end  approaching* 
He  then  requeded  the  queen  to  fend 
one  of  her  fecretaries,  who  took, 
down  his  lad  declaration,  in  which 
he  confeffes  to  have  been  alone  the 
murderer  of  his  wife,  at  one  in  the 
morning,  on  the  ill  of  May,  1784, 
when  he  entered  her  room  quite 
naked,  and  getting  upon  the  bed, 
put  her  head  between  his  knees, 
and  with  a  razor  cut  her  throat. 
She  cried  out,  but  he  dopped  her 
mouth,  and  he  fin  idled  his  bloody 
budnels  without  the  victim  making 
the  lead  noife.  When  die  was  quite 
dead,  he  went  into  a  yard,  and 
wafhed  his  whole  body  with  water. 
This  abominable  criminal  totally 
exculpates  any  of  his  fervants  from 
having:  the  fmalled  concern  in  the 
horrid  deed,  Plis  body,  by  order 
of  the  queen,  was  expofed  to  pub¬ 
lic  view,  with  his  face  uncovered, 
for  twenty -four  hours. 

Vienna ,  July  24.  This  day  he-? 
mg  appointed  by  the  emperor  for 
the  audience  of  the  comte  de  Wad 
fenaer  and  baron  Van  Leiden,  the 
two  Dutch  deputies  :  they  were  ac« 
cordingty  introduced  to  his  majedy ? 
when  comte  de  Waifenaer  addrefled 
him  in  the  following-  words,  viz, 
u  Sir,  We  have  the  honour  to 
reprefent  to  your  majedy  the  high 
regard,  edeem,  and  refpecd,  which 
their  High  Mightineffes  have  al- 
ways  entertained  for  the  whole  royal 
houfe  of  Audria,  and  particularly 
for  the  perfon  of  your  imperial  ma* 
jedy,  and  of  which  we  are  charged 
to  offer  to  your  majedy  thefe  frefh 
affurances,  and  in  acquitting  our* 
felves  of  this  duty,  at  the  fame  time 
to  affure  your  imperial  majedy, 
ct  That  their  H,  M.  could  not 
but  with  the  greated  regret  perceive 
any  coolnefs  intervene  to  deaden 
|h at  fricndfhip  which  fuhfided  be* 
tween  your  majedy  and  this  repub- 

•  \  c, 
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lie.  That  their  H.  M.  never  had 
the  (mailed:  intentions  either  to  in¬ 
jure  your  imperial  majefty,  or  to  in- 
fult  your  flag-,  as  during  the  whole 
train  of  circumdances  which  have 
occurred,  their  H.  M.  have  made 
it  their  rule  lb  to  regulate  their  con¬ 
duct  as  undoubtedly  to  Ihew  their 
regard  and  reipeCt  to  your  imperial 
majefty,  as  far  as  was  confident 
with  their  own  independence,  their 
honour,  and  undoubted  rights. 
That  their  H.  M.  fincerely  wi(h  to 
fee  that  concord  which  was  fo  un¬ 
fortunately  didurbed,  again  renew¬ 
ed,  and  p.aced  upon  an  immoveable 
bads.  That  their  H.  M.  never 
purpofed  to  treat  the  fubjeCts  of 
your  majedy  on  any  other  footing 
than  the  fubjeCts  of  the  republic. 

“  That  with  thefe  fentiments 
their  H.  M.  flatter  themfelves  all 
ideas  injurious  to  the  refpeCt  they 
entertain  for  your  imperial  majedy, 
which  may  have  been  unjudly  laid 
to  their  charge,  will  be  entirely 
done  aw7av. 

u  And  it  is  in  conformity  to  thefe 
fentiments,  Sire,  that  their  H.  M. 
earnedly  defire  to  fee  a  full  return 
and  re-eflablifhment  of  good  under- 
danding  with  your  imperial  and 
royal  majedy,  which  they  hope 
foon  to  have  accornplifhed  through 
the  good  offices  of  a  monarch  con¬ 
nected  with  your  majedy  by  the 
flronged  ties  of  friendfhip  and  rela- 
tionfhip,  This  will  be  a  mod  hap¬ 
py  moment,  which  can  never  ar¬ 
rive  too  foon  for  the  wifhes  of  their 
H.  M.  who  never  have  nor  ever 
can  alter  in  the  high  value  they 
place  upon  the  friendfhip  and  good 
will  of  your  imperial  and  royal  ma- 
jedv  towards  this  republic.” 

To  this  fpeech  the  emperor  re¬ 
turned  the  following  anfwer,  viz, 

“  It  is  highly  pleafing  to  me,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  their  H.  M.  have  by 
youp  deputation  complied  with  what 
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I  defired,  as  fomething  that  might 
precede  an  accommodation. 

“  I  fliall  order  my  ambaffiador  at 
Paris  to  refume  the  negociations  un¬ 
der  the  mediation  of  the  king  of 
France,  my  brother,  and  I  do  not 
doubt  but  a  fpeedy  conclulion  will 
prevent  the.  unhappy  occurrences 
which  would  be  the  infallible  con- 
fequence  of  a  farther  delay.” 

Edinburgh ,  Auguji  6.  Ye  herd  ay 
the  quedion  of  literary  property, 
reipeCting  the  reprinting  part  of  Dr« 
Stuart’s  Hiftories  in  the  Encyclo¬ 
paedia  Britannica  {fee  July  2 3.) 
came  again  before  the  Court  of  Sef- 
fion,  by  reclaiming  petition  ;  and, 
alter  hearing  counfel,  their  lord- 
Ihips  delivered  their  opinions  at 
length  ;  and,  by  a  confiderable  ma¬ 
jority,  were  pfeafed  to  adhere  to 
their  former  interlocution  ;  which 
finally  determines  the  caufe  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  purfuers.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  one  of  the  judges,  that 
this  was  no  infringement  on  lite¬ 
rary  property  ;  of  another,  that  as 
there  was  no  intention  to  hurt  the 
fale,  there  could  be  no  injury  done 
to  the  author,  by  taking  large  ex¬ 
tracts  from  his  work.  Some  others 
argued  for  the  defenders,  that  if  ex¬ 
tracts  were  permitted  to  Reviews, 
Magazines,  Annual  Regiders,  Sec* 
why  not  to  a  Dictionary  of  Arts  ? 
To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  the 
quedion  concerning  Reviews,  &c. 
was  not  before  the  court :  their  lord- 
fhips  were  to  judge  from  the  cafe 
before  them.  Others,  that  every 
part  of  an  author’s  work  was  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  datute  ;  an  indance 
was  fuppoled  in  Dr.  Henry’s  Hi- 
dory  of  England,  which,  being  di¬ 
vided  into  feven  didinCt  parts,  eaelv 
part  might  be  reprinted  by  itfelf ; 
and  if  one  printed  one  part,  and 
another  another  part,  in  this  way, 
an  author  might  be  completely 
dripped  of  his  work, 


u.  Ye fl ex- 
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1 5 .  Y efterdav  the  report  was  made 
to  his  majefty  of  the  twenty-five 
tall  convidts  at  the  Old  Bailey  (  fee 
July  6.),  when  Richard  Jacobs, 
George  Olive,  John  Reboult  alias 
Prefcott,  Thomas  Bailey,  John 
Morris,  James  Guthrie,  James 
Lockhart,  Martin  Taylor,  and  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Taylor,  were  ordered  for 
execution-* 

Ne-zv  York ,  July  6*  On  Monday 
the  27th  ult.  arrived  at  his  houfe 
in  New  London  (from  England, 
via  Nova  Scotia)  the  right  rev.  Dr. 
Seabury,  bifhop  of  the  epifcopal 
church  in  Connecticut,  to  which 
diocefe  he  was  confecrated  by  three 
tufhops  on  the  15th  of  November 
fair,  after  a  molt  excellent  fermon 
adapted  to  the  occafion,  was  deli¬ 
vered  by  a  bifhop  -of  the  epifcopal 
church  at  Aberdeen  in  Scotland, 
concerning  the  pure  and  apoftoiical 
eftabHfhment*  See  Jan.  1 . 

Ne-iv  York ,  June  29.  On  the 
loth  of  February  Lift,  a  bill  was 
read  a  fecond  time  in  the  general 
affembly  of  Georgia,  for  granting 
to  his  excellency  the  count  d’E- 
iraign  20,000  acres  of  land,  and  to 
encourage  the  fettlement  thereof. 

5  8.  This  day  were  executed  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  Richard  Jacobs, 
John  Reboult,  John  Morris, 
fames  Guthrie,  James  Lockhart, 
and  Martin  and  Elizabeth  Taylor 
(brother  and  lifter).  George  O- 
live,  ordered  for  execution  at  the 
fame  time,  received  a  refpite  on 
Tuefday-  Sec  Aug*  1 1 . 

19.  The  French  veffel  which 
lately  refufed  to  pay  the  accuftomed 
honour  to  one  of  his  majefty ’s  ftiips 
of  war,  though  on  our  own  coafts, 
was,  it  is  now  perfectly  known, 
taking  foundings  of  the  coaft  of 
Hampfhire ;  file  had  been  feen  in 
the  Needles  about  the  Hie  of  Wight, 
and  if  file  had  not  been  difcovered, 
would  probably  have  gone  to  St. 


Helen’s  or  SpithCad.  This  affair 
has  been  hulked  up,  but  it  has  given 
fome  alarm.  See  July  30. 

Montfcrraf ,  June  1 .  A  very  re¬ 
markable  event  has  happened  in 

this  ifland.  The  a - g— — 1 

lately  proceeded  again  ft  judge  D — 
on  the  behalf  of  a  merchant  of 
England,  by  which,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  the  judge  was  fo  in- 
cenled,  that  he  lent  him  a  chal¬ 
lenge,  which  being  refufed,  the 
judge  polled  him  in  every  illand  for 
cowardice,  See. 

Plymouth ,  Aug .  16.  A  melan¬ 
choly  affair  happened  on  Monday, 
the  8th  inftant,  on  board  the  Samp¬ 
le  n  of  64  guns,  lying  in  Hamoze, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  accu¬ 
rate  ffatement,  as  given  in  evidence 
before  the  coroner.  Lieut.  Wells, 
of  the  gcth  regiment,  depo  fed,  that 
on  Monday  the  8th  of  Auguft,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mr.  Burrell,  and  himfelf, 
were  invited  to  fup  on  board  the 
Sampfon  by  the  third  lieutenant 
Mr.  T upper.  They  went  on  board, 
with  captain  Douglas  of  the  ma¬ 
rines,  fupped  there,  and  about  two 
o’clock  on  Tuefday  morning  a  quar¬ 
rel  arofe  between  Mr.  Walton,  ma¬ 
iler  of  the  Ihip,  and  Douglas.  Wal¬ 
ton  told  Douglas  he  was  his  com¬ 
manding  officer ;  Douglas  denied 
it,  faid  lieutenant  Blow  was  his 
commanding  officer,  and  his  orders 
he  would  obey  with  pleafure.  Wal¬ 
ton  called  Douglas  an  impertinent 
puppy,  and  at  the  fame  time  role 
from  his  chair,  which  was  on  the 
oppofftc  lidc  of  the  table,  went 
round  to  Douglas,  and  gave  him  a 
blow  on  the  face,  which  made  him 
reel.  Douglas  appeared  very  an¬ 
gry  on  receiving-  the  blow,  ran  in- 
ftantly  into  his  cabin,  which  was 
feparated  from  the  ward-room  by  z 
canvas  partition  only,  and  not  more 
than  three  yards  diftance*  Mr. 
Wells  ran  up.  Unit  the  door  of  Don- 
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gias’s  cabin,  and  endeavoured  a 
bout  half  a  minute  to  prevent  his 
return  into  the  ward-room  ;  but  ap- 
prchenhve  of  receiving  a  wound 
through  the  door,  it  being  of  can- 
yas,  he  went  on  one  fide.  Dou¬ 
glas  immediately  ran  out  with  a 
drawn  bayonet.  Walton  and  Dou¬ 
glas  ran  to  each  other,  and  clofed. 
A  fc utile  enfued  between  them  ;  it 
lafted  near  a  minute.  They  parted 
from  each  other.  Walton  leaned 
againft  the  partition,  and  dropped 
almoi’t  inftantly  down  ;  blood  iffued 
from  his  mouth.  This  witnefs, 
while  Walton  and  Douglas  were 
clofed,  law  Douglas  pul'll  twice  at 
Walton  with  the  bayonet ;  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  take  the  bayonet  out 
of  his  hand,  but  it  was  either  drawn 
through  his  hand,  or  wrenched  out 
of  it,  Douglas  was  drunk,  and 
Walton  fober. 

Lieutenant  Burrell,  and  enlign 
Cooper,  of  the  70th  regiment,  con¬ 
firmed  this  evidence,  and  added, 
that  there  appeared  no  inclination 
in  Douglas  to  cpiarrel,  till  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  blow,  but  that  W alton 
appeared  very  paffionate  and  infult- 
ing  to  him,  and  they  were  furprifed 
Douglas  could  hear  the  language  he 
received  ;  that  Douglas  called  loud¬ 
ly  for  the  lurgeon,  and  expreffed 
fhe  greateft  agony  on  the  occalion, 
declaring  he  would  have  as  foon 
killed  his  father  as  Walton.  The 
whole  tranfabtion  to  Walton’s  death 
took  up  but  four  minutes. 

The  coroner’s  inquejf  brought 
in  their  verdibl  wilful  murder.  Cap- 
tarn  Douglas  was  lent  to  Launcefton 
jail.  Mr.  Walton  was  univerfally 
efteemed  as  a  good  officer  and  wor- 

/  o 

thy  man,  and  was  buried  with  na¬ 
val  honours  on  Thurfdav. 

Aix-la-Chapclle^  Aug,  12.  The 
following  is  the  manner  by  which 
was  difcovered  a  eonfpiracy  formed 
againft  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 


(59) 

Some  time  ago  a  letter  was  addrefled 
to  a  foreigner,  then  refiding  at  Bruf- 
fels.  This  letter  arrived  juft  after 
the  death  of  the  foreigner.  The 
landlord  of  the  deceafed,  having 
opened  it,  found  that  it  made  men¬ 
tion  of  a  plan  for  carrying  off  the 
papers  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 
and  not  to  be  fparing  of  his  perfon. 
The  landlord  upon  this  applied  to 
government,  and  delivered  the  let¬ 
ter  ;  the  government  of  Brulfels 
immediately  gave  intelligence  of  it 
to  the  duke,  adviling  him  to  be  on 
his  guard.  Two  imperial  officers 
redding  here  kept  watch  day  and 
night,  till  at  length  the  baron  — - — , 
his  wife,  his  brother-in-law,  and 
three  other  perfons,  were  taken  in¬ 
to  cuftody.  One  of  the  prifoners* 
it  is  laid,  declared,  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  200  ducats  at  Liege  for  the 
execution  of  this  delign.  Thefabt 
has  been  communicated  to  the  em¬ 
peror  by  an  exprefs,  whofe  return 
is  every  moment  expebted. 

23.  On  the  1 6th  inftant,  during 
a  dreadful  ftorm  of  thunder  and 
lightning,  a  fire-ball  fell  on  the  houfe 
of  Mrs.  Singleton,  in  Crown-ftreet, 
Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  which  flightly 
hurt  her,  but  killed  her  daughter. 
The  following  epitaph  to  her  me- 
moryis  extrabtedfrom  the  Bury  Poll* 

HERE  lies  interred  the  body  of 
MARY  SINGLETON, 
a  young  maiden  of  this  parifh, 
aged  9  years ; 

horn  of  Roman  Catholic  parents, 
and  virtuouily  brought  up, 
who  being  in  the  adl  of  prayer, 
repeating  her  vefpers, 
was  imlantaneoufly  killed  by  a  flalh  of 
lightning, 

Auguft  the  1 6th,  1785. 

Not  Si  loam’ 3  ruinous  tower  the  viblims 
flew, 

Becaufe  above  the  many,  linn’d  the  few  : 
Nor  here  the  fated  lightning  wreak’d  his 
rage, 

By  vengeance  fent  for  crimes  matur’d  by. 


(6o)  PRINCIPAL  [Auguft, 


For  whilft  the  thunder’s  awful  voice  was 
heard. 

The  little  fup pliant  with  its  hands  upr-ear’d 
AddrefV'd  her  God  in  prayers  the  pried 
had  taught. 

His  mercy  crav’d,  and  his  protection 
fought. 

Hearn,  reader,  hence,  that  wifdora  to 
ado  e, 

Thou  canil  not  fcan,  and  fear  his  bound- 
lets  power. 

Safe  /halt  thou  be,  if  thou  perform’d  his 
will ; 

Bled  if  he  fpares,  and  more  bleft  fliould 
he  kill. 

Smyrna,  July  3.  Letters  from 
Alexandria  advife,  that  a  dreadful 
delolation  continues  to  prevail  in 
Egypt,  both  from  the  extreme  want 
of  pro vi lions  and  the  contagious 
difeafes  which  daily  make  great  ra¬ 
vages  there,  and  elpecially  at  Cairo, 
where  near  3000  perfons  die  daily. 
Even  in  one  fingle  day  lately  3600 
Mahometans  died,  exclufive  of  peo¬ 
ple  of  other  religions.  This  defo- 
lation  is  attributed  to  the  peftilen- 
tial  contagion  of  the  waters  of  the 
Nile,-  in  which,  for  feme  time  paft, 
the  dead  bodies  have  been  thrown, 
through  a  rnilmterpretation  of  the 
orders  of  government. 

28.  We  hear  from  Paris  that  on 
Monday  the  15th  inftant,  the  king 
being  clofetted  with  meflrs.  de  Ver- 
gennes  and  Caftries,  after  a  fliort 
conference  with  them,  fent  for  the 
cardinal' prince  of  Rohan,  grand  al¬ 
moner  of  France,  and  bifhop  of 
Strafburg'h.  The  prelate  was  then 
preparing  to  celebrate  mafs  in  pon- 
titicalibus -  The  king’s  meffage  was 
peremptory ;  his  eminence  obeyed 
it.  His  majefcv  caufed  him  to  be 
arrelfed,  and  after  having  been  kept 
dole  prifoner  in  his  own  palace  till 
the  Wednefday  following,  the  pre¬ 
late  feus  transferred  to  the  BalHle, 
See  Sept*  1 . 

Vienna,  Aug*  8.  The  baron  de 


HiTpfch,  of  Cologn,  a  man  cele¬ 
brated  for  having  made  feveral  ufe- 
ful  difeoveries,  and  author  of  many- 
ingenious  publications,  has,  after 
twenty  years  Itudyingof  that  dread¬ 
ful  diifemper  among  the  horned  cat¬ 
tle,  which  makes  luch  ravages  in 
many  parts  of  Europe,  but  parti¬ 
cularly  in  Lower  Germany,  at  la  it 
found  a  remedy,  that  not  only  cures 
thofe  beads  already  attacked  by  the 
diftemper,  but  preferves  thofe  in 
health  from  catching  the  diforcier  ; 
this  remedy  has  been  repeatedly 
tried  with  fuccefs,  but  particularly 
at  Stolberg,  in  the  duchy  of  [uliers, 
where  fifty -fix  healthy  beafes  were, 
entirely  preferred  from  the'  conta¬ 
gion,  and  fixteen  lick  beads  cured  ; 
four  beads  died,  but  thefe  were  too 
far  gone  before  the  remedy  Was  ad¬ 
min  i  be  red  to  them.  This  is  a  mod 
important  difeovery  for  all  Europe, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  baron,  who 
has  fpared  neither  pains  nor  expence 
in  the  difeovery,  will  make  it  known 
for  the  public  good. 

31.  A  prodigious  concourfe  of 
people  aflembled  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  to  fee  Mr.  Arnold’s  experi¬ 
ment  with  a  balloon  and  parachute. 
From  feme  defect  in  the  apparatus, 
the  balloon  was  too  much  inflated, 
and  the  cords  of  the  netting  too  Hea¬ 
der.  Flowever,  when  every  thing 
was  adjubed,  Mr.  Arnold  and  his  foa 
feated  themfelves  in  the  car  with  a¬ 


mazing  calmnefs  and  cou rage.  M r. 
Appleby,  likewife,  an  Epglifh  tar, 
went  into  the  bafket  fufpended  to  the 
parachute,  which  was  attached  to 
the  car,  and  from  which  he  was  to 
have  been  let  down.  His  intrepi¬ 
dity  was  drongly  charadteridic  of 
his  profeffion.  Indead  of  feeling 
the  lead  alarm  in  attempting  an  en- 
terprize,  which  has  never  been  ha¬ 
zarded  by  man,  he  fat  himfelf  as 
calmly  in  the  basket  as  if  he  had 

been 
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been  fitting  down  to  a  cuitomary 
meal. 

The  fignal  being  given,  they  rofe 
about  two  feet ;  but  defcending  a- 
gain,  they  threw  out  lbme  ballad, 
when  it  rofe,  and  would  have  then 
cleared  the  paling,  had  not  the  pa¬ 
rachute  and  baiket  been  attached 
to  the  car.  They  ftruck  againft 
the  pales,  and  were  thus  broke  from 
the  car  and  balloon  above  them. 
Mr.  Appieby  was,  confequently, 
with  his  parachute  and  baiket,  with¬ 
in  fide,  while  he  faw  Mr.  Arnold 
and  his  fori  afcending  in  the  car  a- 
bove  him.  But  they  had  fcarcelv 
got  beyond  the  paling  a  few  yards, 
before  the  car  drunk  againft  a.  cart, 
by  which  accident  Mr.  Arnold  was 
thrown  out,  and  the  car  itfelf  ma¬ 
terially  damaged.  However,  in  the 
broken  date  in  which  it  was,  young 
Arnold  clung  to  the  remaining  part 
of  the  netting,  and  alcended  in  a 
manner  that  excited,  in  the  minds 
of  all  who  were  fpedfators  of  this 
unfortunate  fpebtacle,  the  mod 
dreadful  apprehenlions  for  his  fafe- 
ty.  He  was  expected  to  fall,  ei¬ 
ther  with  or  without  the  car,  every 
moment.  But  this  tear  was  greatly 
increafed  by  the  balloon  binding 
when  he  had  afcended  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile.  The  cries  of 
the  populace  increafed  the  horror 
of  the  feene.  Happily,  however, 
in  about  two  minutes  after  the  bal¬ 
loon  had  burd,  it  dclcended  into 
the  Thames*  near  Wapping  Old 
Stairs.  He  was  taken  out  by  Mr. 
Jackfon,  of  Leigh-dreet,  Red  Lion- 
fquare,  who,  in  the  very  indant, 
was  fortunately  paifmg  by  in  a 
boat. 

—  A  beautiful  monument,  by 
Mr.  Bacon,  has  been  lately  opened 
in  the  Abbey-church  at  Bath,  to 
the  memory  of  lady  Miller,  late  of 
Batheadon  villa.  Upon  a  large 
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plate  of  beautiful  datuary  marble 
at  the  foot  of  the  monument,  is 
the  following  infeription  : 

Near  this  monument  are  depodted 
the  remains  of 

LADY  MILLER, 

Wife  to  Sir  John  Miller,  Bart,  of 
Batheadon  Villa : 

She  departed  this  life  at  the  Hot 
Wells  of  Bridol,  the  24th  of 
June,  1781,  in  the  41  d  } ear  of 
her  age. 

Devoted  {lone  !  amidil  the  wrecks  of  time 
Uninjured  bear  thy  Muler’s  fpodefs 
name ; 

The  virtues  of  her  youth,  and1  ripen’d 
prime, 

The  tender  thought,  fih’  enduring  re¬ 
cord  claim. 

When  clos’d  the  numerous  eyes  that  round 
this  bier 

Have  wept  the  lofs  of  wide-extended 
worth, 

O  gentle  ft  ranger,  may  one  gen’r.&us  tear 
Drop,  as  thou  beudei't  o'er  this  hal¬ 
low’d  earth!  « 

Are  truth  and  genius,  love  and  pity,  thine. 
With  lib ’ral  charity,  ard  faith  fin  cere  ? 
Then  reft  thy  wand’ ring  ftep  beneath  this 
ihrine, 

And  greet  a  kindred  fpirit  hov’ring 
near. 

— ~  The  emprefs  of  Rudia  has 
publifhed  a  proclamation,  inviting 
foreigners  of  all  nations  and  reli¬ 
gions  to  fettle  in  her  newly-acquir- 
ed  dominions,  iituate  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Mount  Caucafus,  pro- 
mifing  them  protection  in  their  ci¬ 
vil  and  religious  rights,  and  an  ex¬ 
emption  from  taxes  for  fix  years, 
with  other  encouragements. 

—  The  company,  which  her  Im¬ 
perial  majedyfent  to  make  difeove- 
ries  by  land,  in  the  Eadern  part  of 
her  empire,  have  already  found,  at 
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the  foot  of  Mount  Caucafus,  a  co-, 
lonyof  ftrangers  called  Tficheches, 
fuppofed  to  be  defendants  of  Tome 
Chriftian  fociety,  who,  having  been 
perfecuted  on  account  of  their  re¬ 
ligious  opinions,  had  quitted  their 
country  about  the  end  of  the  15th 
century,  and  fettled  in  that  remote 
defart.  The  colony  is  not  nume¬ 
rous,  but  of  exemplary  piety  and 
fimplicity  of  manners.  They  are 
fuppofed  to  be  from  Bohemia,  from 
the  affinity  of  language.  See  p*  52. 

—  Prince  William  Henry,  his 
majefty’s  third  fon,  having  duly 
ferved  as  a  midfhipman  in  North 
America,  the  Weft  indies,  &c.  was 
commiffioned  in  June  laft  to  be 
third  lieutenant  of  the  Hebe,  com¬ 
manded  by  commodore  Gower. 
Though  it  was  afterted,  from  Portf- 
mouth,  that  they  were  bound  to 
the  Mediterranean,  and  even  faid, 
from  Torbay,  that  they  palled  by 
that  place,  June  23,  the  Hebe  re¬ 
ally  failed  on  a  cruife  on  the  tour 
of  this  ifland,  where  fire  was  fit  ft 
heard  of,  anchoring  in  Burlington- 
bay,  during  which  time  the  royal 
lieutenant  made  an  excursion,  with 
fome  of  his  meffinates,  to  Hull,  on 
horfeback,  but  not  being-  fo  expert 
as  on  board,  he  fullered  a-  flight 
but  harmlefs  land-wreck.  Having- 
arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland, 
the  following  account  was  given 
from  66  Edinburgh ,  July  13.  The 
fquadron,  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Gower,  arrived  this  day 
in  Leith  Roads,  and  will  fail  in  a 
day  or  two.  They  are  going  to 
furvey  the  coaft  all  the  way  to  the 

Orkney s.” - In  the  feveral  ports 

where  the  prince  touched,  due  ho¬ 
nours  were  paid  to  his  birth.  In 
particular,  the  three  following  let¬ 
ters  occurred, 

Kirkwall,  July  23,  u  On  the 
18th  inft.  came  into  Kirkwall  Road 
the  Hebe,  of  40  guns,  commodore 


[Auguft, 

Gower,  having  on  board  prince 
William  Henry,  attended  by  a  cut¬ 
ter  of  1 6  guns,  where  they  rode  at 
anchor,  till  the  2  2d,  and  then  went 
on  a  cruize  round  the  North  iiles 
of  Orkney.  During  their  ftay  here, 
numbers  of  gentlemen  and  ladies 
went  a-board  ;  and  fome  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  honoured,  aot  only 
with  his  royal  highnefs’s  prefence, 
but  they  alfo  dined  with  him  and 
the  commodore  ;  and  on  VVednef- 
day  afternoon  his  R.  H.  in  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  city  of  Kirkwall,  came 
on  fhore,  attended  by  the  captain 
and  other  officers,  and  paraded  the 
ftreets  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
Nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  ring¬ 
ing  of  bells,  and  fhouting  of  peo¬ 
ple,  as  demonftrations  of  their  joy 
on  feeing  a  prince  of  the  blood  in 
the  ultima  Thule  of  his  royal  father’s 
dominions.  The  incorporations  of 
Kirkwall  met,  and  drew  up  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  prince,  inclofing  the 
freedom  of  their  focieties,  which 
were  delivered  to  his  R.  H.  oil 
board  the  Hebe  by  Melf.  Walter 
and  Cobban,  two  of  their  number, 
which  his  R.  H.  gracioufly  ac¬ 
cepted.” 

Stornway ,  lie  of  Lewis,  July  30* 
ii  On  the  29th  curt,  arrived  in  this 
bay  the  Hebe  frigate,  with  prince 
William  Henry,  commodore  Gow¬ 
er,  &c.  attended  by  the  Mu  tine 
cutter.  Mr.  MfKenzie,  of  Sea- 
forth,  facftor,  and  fome  others  of  the 
principal  inhabitants,  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  paying  their  refpects  on 
board.  The  prince  and  the  com¬ 
modore  came  afliore,  and  expreffed 
much  fatis faction  at  the  neatnefs  of 
the  village,  and  the  capacioufnefs 
and  fecurity  of  its  harbour,  the  ftir 
occalioned  by  the  number  of  buftes 
hourly  arriving,  being  the  central 
ground,  in  wait  for  the  herring 
fifth ng,  about  which  the  prince  and 
the  commodore  were  particularly 
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inquifitive.  The  prince  angled  very 
fuccefsfully  on  our  rivers,  law  a- 
b undance  of  game,  and  regretted 
the  {hooting  feaion  had  not  come 
on.  His  R.  H.  and  his  mefs  dined 
■afliore  with  the  fadlor  on  Friday, 
and  failed  in  the  evening  for  the 
coaft  of  Ireland,  of  which,  however, 
he  had  only  a  glimpfe. 

B  elf  aft,  Jug.  5.  The  Hebe  fri¬ 
gate  entered  this  harbour  on  the  3d. 
The  expectations  of  the  inhabitants 
were  confiderabiy  excited,  to  behold 

the  firft  of  the  blood  roval  of  the 

* 

prefent  family  that  has  feen  Irifh 
land  ;  but  hitherto  they  have  been 
difappointed.  From  the  Perfeus 
frigate,  he  received  a  falute,  which 
was  anfwered.  by  the  Hebe.  Being 
alio  faluted  by  capt.  Briftow  of  the 
Langrifhe  butter,  the  falute  was  re¬ 
turned  with  1 1  guns.  It  is  under - 
itood  he  does  not  intend  to  receive 
any  of  the  compliments  due  to  his 
birth,  but  to  appear  merely  in  his 
rank  as  lieutenant.’ * 

Sailing  down  St.  George’s  Chan¬ 
nel,  the  prince  honoured,  with  his 
prefence,  the  principality  and 
duchy  of  his  elded:  brother.  Land¬ 
ing  in  Milford-Haven,  he  vifitea, 
not  only  lord  Milford  at  his  adjoin¬ 
ing  feat,  but  the  brilliant  alfembly 
at  Haverford  Weft ;  and,  in  like 
manner,  difembarking  at  Falmouth, 
he  v lilted  the  vifcount  of  that  title, 
at  Tregothan,  the  affembly  at  Tre- 
gothan,  the  affembly  at  Tiuro,  and 
the  tinneries  ;  and,  fome  days  after, 
arrived  in  perfect  health,  at  Spit- 
head. 

SEPTEMBE  R. 

1.  By  a  letter  from  Verfailles,  of 
the  21ft  ult,  the  following  account 
is  given  of  the  ci rcum ilances  that 
led  to  the  imprifonment  of  the  car¬ 
dinal  de  Rohan,  (See  Aug .  28.) 
i  4  Mr ,  Boh m ^r  .  jeweller, had  hie  wn 


(63) 

to  the  queen,  fome  time  ago  a  dia¬ 
mond  necklace,  which  he  valued  at 
i ,600,000  livres  (70,0001.)  ;  but 
upon  her  majetly’s  refufal,  Bohmer 
tried  to  difpole  of  it  elfewhere.-  He 
was  hardly  returned  home,  when 
the  comteffe  de  la  Motte  came  to 
acquaint  him,  that  the  queen  had 
thought  better  of  it,  and  would  take 
the  necklace  at  fomething  iefs  than 
he  nad  valued  it,  provided  he  would 
be  fatisficd  to  be  paid  by  inftal- 
ments,  and  keep  the  matter  fecret. 
She,  at  the  fame  time,  produced  a 
letter,  written,  as  fhe  pretended,  by 
her  majefty.  The  jeweller,  not 
thinking  it  fafe  to  part  with  fo  con¬ 
siderable  a  property  upon  the  {len¬ 
der  fecurity  offered  him,  the  com¬ 
teffe  added,  that  (Ire  would  fend  him 
one  of  the  mod;  considerable  lords 
about  the  court.  This  was  done 
accordingly  •  the  cardinal  fent  for 
Bohmer ;  the  bargain  was  druck 
for  1,4.00,000  livres  (61,250k)  and 
the  necklace  put  into  the  hands  of 
madame  de  la  Motte,  on.  delivering 
her  majelly’s  notes,  payable  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times.  The  firfi  for  400,000 
livres  (17,500k)  becoming  due  on 
the  fir  ft  inffc.  and  not  being  paid, 
Bohmer  complained  of  it  to  a  friend 
of  his  belonging  to  the  queen’s 
houlehold.  Her  maieily  could 
hardly  believe  what  file  heard,  and 
employed  above  ten  days  in  enqui¬ 
ries,  till,  at  lad,  being  convinced, 
by  means  of  a  letter  written  by  the 
cardinal,  declaring  that  the  neck¬ 
lace  had  been  delivered,  fhe  ac¬ 
quainted  the  king  with  the  whole 
tranfadlion  j  and  the  confequences 
you  have  heard.  The  cardinal  in¬ 
filled  upon  going  on  foot  to  the 
Buftile,  and  was  accompanied  by 
Comte  d’Agoult,  who  had  him  in 
cuftody.  There  he  arrived  on 
Tuefday,  at  eleven  at  night,  being 
permitted  to  be  attended  by  a  valet- 
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de-vchambre  and  two  footmen.  On 
Wednefday,  the  king  having  ap¬ 
pointed  MefTrs.  de  Vergennes,  Caf- 
tries,  and  Breteuil,  to  iearch  the 
cardinal’s  papers,  with  exprefs  di¬ 
rections  not  to  feize  any  but  thofe 
that  were  immediately  relative  to 
the  buiinefs;  they,  in  the  prefence 
of  his  eminence,  broke  the  feals, 
and  the  whole  fearch  being  com¬ 
pleted,  the  cardinal  returned  to  the 
Baltile,  at  nine  in  the  evening. — 
The  huiband  of  madanie  de  la 
Motte  has  fled  to  England,  taking 
with  him  the  diamonds  in  queltion  ; 
but  the  countefs  herielf  has  been 
fent  to  the  Baftille,  with  a  Madame 
Oliva,  faid  alfo  to  be  concerned  in 
this  tranfadfion.  The  cardinal  has 
been  permitted  to  fee  his  relations 
the  prince  de  Soubife  and  the  prin- 
eefs  de  Marfan  ;  and  he  declares, 
that  he  is  the  unfortunate  victim  of 
an  intriguing  woman,  having  had 
no  other  idea  himfelf  than  that  of 
obliging  the  queen. 

Another  letter  from  Verfailles, 
of  the  28th  of  Augutl,  fays,  the 
celebrated  madaine  de  la  Motte  was, 
about  eight  years  ago,  apprentice 
to  a  woman,  who  had  charitably 
taken  her  out  of  the  Meet  into  her 
own  houfe.  It  happened,  one  day, 
that  the  itiarchionefs  de  Boullainyil- 
liers  having  occalion  for  fome  li¬ 
nen,  entered  the  fhop,  and  hearing 
the  woman  call  her  apprentice, 
mademoifelle  de  Valois,  was  ft  ruck 
at  the  name,  and  enquired  of  the 
young  lady,  whether  ftie  had  a  right 
to  it  ?  The  whole  was  explained, 
and  the  title  produced,  to  the  la- 
tisfaCtion  of  the  marchionefs.  It 
clearly  appeared  that  the  former 
•was  the  descendant  of  Henry  de  St. 
Reiny,  natural  fon  of  king  Henry 
II.  the  laft  of  the  royal  houfe  of 
Valois.  A  penfion  of  zoco  livres 
was  immediately  procured  for  her  • 
and  her  brother,  then  a  cabin-boy, 


was  appointed  midfhipman,  and  is 
now  lieutenant  of  a  man  of  war* 
Mademoifelle  de  Valois  fome  time 
after  married  monf.  de  la  Motte,  a 
gentleman  of  Barr-fur-Aube,  one 
of  comte  d’Artois’s  body  guards. 
This  gave  her  an  opportunity  of 
going  to  court';  not  into  the  pre¬ 
fence  indeed,  but  into  the  anti¬ 
chamber  ;  where,  being  reduced  by 
her  extravagance,  fhe  often  foliched 
and  obtained  relief  from  the  queen 
and  princelfes  ;  but  being  at  la  ft 
coniidered  as  a  mere  woman  of  in¬ 
trigue,  no  farther  attention  was 
paid  to  her. — Comte  Cagiiaftro,  his 
lady,  and  feveral  more,  hare  alfo 
taken  up  their  apartments  in  the 
BalHle,  on  account,  it  is  faid,  of 
their  connexions  with  the  cardinal. 

The  following  is  the  preamble  of 
the  letters  patent  fent  by  his  lira- 
jelly  to  his  parliament. 

46  Louis,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
&c.  greeting. 

“  The  fieur  Bohmer,  jeweller, 
having  prefented  himfelf  before  the 
queen,  our  beloved  confort,  to  de¬ 
mand  payment  for  a  diamond  neck¬ 
lace,  by  him  fold  to  cardinal  de 
Rohan,  on  terms  made  and  fub- 
feribed  in  the  queen’s  name  ;  full 
of  indignation  at  the  abufe  made  of 
a  name  fo  dear  to  us,  we  ordered 
the  faid  cardinal  into  our  prefence, 
when  he  declared  unto  us,  that  the 
laid  terms  or  propofals  had  been 
tendered  to  him  by  the  lady  de  la 
Motte,  alias  de  V alois  ;  wherefore 
thinking  it  is  our  duty  to  clear  up 
the  faff,  and  not  fuffer  fuch  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  go  unpunifhed,  we  have 
cau fed  the  body  of  the  cardinal,  to 
be  apprehended,  and  the  faid  lady 
de  la  Motte,  and  we  judge  it  conve¬ 
nient  to  fend  them  before  you  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  the  realm, 
referring  to  all  right  and  jurifdidtion 
therein.” 

Inconfequence  of  the  attribution, 

the 
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the  attorhey-general  has  filed  his 
information,  and  Bohmer  and  the 
treafurer,  St.  James,  were  fubpcc* 
naed  to  appear. 

y.  This  day  the  Irifh  parliament 
was  prorogued,  after  a  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  addrelfes  voted,  &c.  See 
Public  Papers . 

—  Charles  Clutterbuck,  who  was 
capitally  convicted  in  France,  fora 
fraud  and  forgery  on  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  whofe  lentence  of 
death  was,  through  the  clemency 
of  his  Moft  Chriflian  Majefly, 
changed  for  that  of  being  lent  ro 
the  galleys  for  life,  fat  out  from 
Arras,  the  31ft  of  lad  month, 
chained  together  with  feveral  other 
felons  for  the  place  of  his  deftina- 
tion. 

— -  We  hear  from  Munich,  that 
the  elector  of  Bavaria  has  publifhed 
the  following  edift  :  . 

u  Being  thoroughly  convinced, 
that,  notwithstanding  our  repeated 
prohibition,  the  Free  Mafons  con* 
tinue  to  hold  their  clandeftine  meet¬ 
ings,  and  to  carry*  on  their  mij- 
chicvous  callings ;  that  they  make 
coltedlions,  and  admit  frefli  mem¬ 
bers,  infomuch  that  in  our  colleges 
of  j uftice  a  majority  of  the  members 
are  mafons. 

His ferene  high nefs  perfids  un¬ 
alterably  in  his  refolution  on  that 
head  ;  and  as  he  experts  his  orders 
to  be  more  exactly  executed  in  his 
colleges  'of  j.udice  than  elfewhere, 
he  therefore  enjoins  all  the  prefi- 
dents  and  members  of  filch  col¬ 
leges,  who  are  of  that  feet,  to  de¬ 
clare  it  in  eight  days,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  declare  their  refolution 
to  renounce  it,  and  no  longer  fre¬ 
quent  any  of  its  meetings. 

u  Such  as  (hall  comply  with  the 
above  orders  of  their  fove reign,  in 
the  above  time,  and  repent  of  their 
crime,  dial  1  be  pardoned  ;  thofe,  on 
the  contrary,  who  fliall  not,  fhall. 
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on  the  difeovery,  be  immediately 
not  only  difmilTed  from  their  em¬ 
ployment,  but  be  feverely  fined  and 
othenvife  punifhedW  Informers  arc 
to  be  handfomely  rewarded,  and 
their  names  concealed. 

Kelfo ,  Sept.  2.  On  Friday  even¬ 
ing  laft  a  boy  of  this  town,  walking 
in  the  country,  eat  of  lycoperdon* 
or  fungus  rotundas  orbicularis,  in 
Englifh  puff-ball,  or  dully  mufti- 
room.  The  fame  night  he  was 
feized  with  a  violent  coiivdlfions, 
attended  with  a  paralytic  affection, 
of  his  tongue  and  throats,  which 
prevented  his  being  able  to  fwailow 
ariy  thing*  To  this  was  added  a 
palfv  of  his  right  iide.  For  thirty- 
iix  hours  he  had  every  appearance 
of  death,  but  is  now  in  a  fair  way 
of  recovery,  except  that  he  has  not 
yet  got  the  power  of  his  right  leg 
and  arm. 

12.  This  morning,  about  ten 
o'clock*  a  gentleman  in  a. hackneys 
coach,  came  to  the  fliop  of  Mr. 
Richards,  gun-maker,  in  the  Strand* 
and  having  purchafed  a  pair  of 
piflols*  he  loaded  one  of  them,  and 
went  into  the  parlour  with  it.  This 
alarming  the  family,  Mr.  Richards 
followed  him,  renionff rated  on  the 
impropriety  of  trying  the  pillols 
there,  and  begged  he  would  gcj  b&- 
low  flairs,  where  there  was  a  place 
for  that  purpofe*  The  gentleman* 
with  fome  agitation,  faicl  there  was 
no  ball  in  it ;  but  Mr.  Richards  in¬ 
filled  on  his  not  firing  it*  and  took 
hold  of  his  arm  to  prevent  him* 
Upon  this  they  both  returned  into 
the  fliop,  and  while  Mr.- Richards 
turned  round  to  Hint  the  parlour- 
door,  the  unfortunate  man  applied 
the  pi!lol  to  his  mouth,  fired  it,  and 
inflantly  fell.  Mr.  Thotiipfon,  a 
Jurgeon,  was  immediately  fent  for, 
who  found  him  quite  dead,  the  ball 
having,,penetrated  his  brain.  His 
pockets  were  then  fearched,  but 
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there  was  nothing  found  that  could 
lead  to  a  difcovery  of  his  name.  A 
fervant,  however,  palling,  and  fee¬ 
ing  a  crowd,  enquired  what  was 
the  matter  ;  being  informed  that 
a  gentleman  had  fhot  himfelf,  he 
exclaimed,  “  Good  God,  it  is  my 
mailer !”  and,  upon  feting  the  bo¬ 
dy,  his  fears  were  confirmed.  He 
proved  to  be  Felton  Lionel  Her- 
vey,  efq.  fir ll  coulin  to  the  earl  of 
Briftol.  He  was  formerly  a  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  horfe-grenadier  guards, 
but  had  retired  fome  time.  He  had 
been  melancholy  feveral  days,  and, 
on  his  going  out  in  the  morning, 
bis  fervant  followed  him,  and.faw 
him  take  a  coach  in  Bond-flreet. 
On  his  offering  to  get  up  behind,  his 
mailer  in  a  peremptory  tone  bade 
him  go  home,  faying  he  was  going  to 
his  attorney,  and  ordered  the  coach¬ 
man  to  drive  as  fail  as  he  could  to 
Mr.  Richards’s  fhop  in  the  Strand. 

. — Mr.  Hervey  was  appointed,  with 
his  late  father,  joint-remembrancer 
of  the  Exchequer,  a  very  lucrative 
office.  On  the  fame  evening  the 
coroner’s  jury  fat  on  the  body,  and 
brought  in  their  yerdidt  u  Lunacy.” 

—  An  extraordinary  robbery  was 
committed  on  Saturday  morning,  at 
Mr.  Bennet’s,  the  Three  Rabbits, 
on  the  Rumford  road  : — Mr.  Vv  rig- 
glefworth,  of  Gosfield,  in  Elfex, 
came  to  that  houfe  the  preceding- 
evening,  with  upwards  of  nool. 
in  draughts  and  Bank  notes,  and 
160  guineas  and  a  half  in  his  pock¬ 
et.  He  went  to  bed  early,  and 
laced  the. above  property  in  his 
reeches  beneath  his  head.  A 
youth,  genteely  drelfed,  lay  in  the 
feme  room  ;  and  finding  means  to 
convey  the  whole  from  under  the 
pillow,  departed  by  break  of  day. 
At  7  o’clock,  Mr.  W.  difeovered 
the  theft,  and  immediately  fent  to 
the  different  public  offices.  A  wo¬ 
man  was  at  lall  taken  into  cultody, 
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who  proved  to  be  the  identical  youth 
that  had  flept  in  Mr.  W.’s  cham¬ 
ber.  Eight  hundred  pounds  in 
notes  and  cafh  were  found  upon  her, 
which  Mr.  W.  has  recovered.  The 
name  of  this  offender  is  Mary  Da¬ 
vis.  She  is  extremely  handfome, 
and  not  more  than  eighteen.  She 
was,  in  the  fequel,  fent  to  Chelms¬ 
ford  gaol,  to  take  her  trial  at  the 
Lent  affizes. 

—  Laff  week  copies  of  the  late 
refolution  of  his  majefly  in  coun¬ 
cil,  held  at  St.  James’s  the  2d  in- 
ftant,  refpect'ing  deferters,  were  fent 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  all 
the  regiments  on  the  Britiffi  and 
Irifh  eilablifliment,  now  Rationed 
in  any  part  of  the  globe,  by  which 
it  is  declared,  that  in  reviewing  the 
punifhment  of  deferters  (whipping 
and  death)  fo  diametrically  oppo- 
fite  to  the  feelings  and  opinions  of 
the  firfl  military  characters  in  the 
kingdom,  which  practice  it  was 
alfo  found  had  by  no  means  the  de- 
fired  effedt,  it  had  been  found  ex¬ 
pedient  in  fome  cafes  to  alter  and 
amend  it :  it  is  therefore  ordered  to 
be  declared  as  his  majeffy’s  will,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  his  majefly 
moll  honourable  privy  council,  that 
ail -deferters  from  any  of  his  ma¬ 
jeffy’s  forces,  either  military  or  ma¬ 
rine,  fhall  in  future  be  fent  to  the 
eoall  of  Africa,  c>r  to  the  Eafl  In¬ 
dies,  for  life,  without  any  allevia¬ 
tion  of  the  fentence  whatfoever, 
and  there  to  be  branded  and  badged 
as  criminals,  and  to  be  under  per¬ 
petual  ffoppages  ,*  clothing,  &c.  be¬ 
ing  only  provided  them  as  at  pre¬ 
fen  t. 

14,  A  Spaniard,  who  announced 
his  intention  of  walking  acrofs  the 
Seine,  made  his  experiment  Mon¬ 
day  fe’nnight,  in  the  inclofure  of 
la  Rapee.  He  placed  himfelf  oh 
the  water  on  his  clogs,  of  which 
the  form  is  unknown,  and  he  ad¬ 
vanced 
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vanced  into  the  current,  and  moved 
both  with  and  again  ft  the  ftream.  He 
flopped  at  times,  and  at  times  hoop¬ 
ed  and  tilled  a  glads,  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  with  water  :  in  nei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  lituations  did  he  link 
below  the  ankle  in  the  flood.  His 
motion  was  flow,  and  apparently 
painful,  in  particular  by  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  preferring  his  equil.brium. 
He  remained  on  the  water  between 
i  -  and  20  minutes.  Before  he 
reached  the  fliorc,  he  left  his  wood¬ 
en  flioes  or  clogs  (iabots)  in  a  kind 
of  box,  which  was  afloat  for  the 
jKnrpofe,  and  by  which  he  conceal¬ 
ed  their  conftruHkm.  He  a  as  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  bout,  which  admi- 
n  ill  rat  ion  had  provided  for  his  fafe- 
ty,  and  the  mod  diftinguifhed  per- 
fons  in  the  date  witnefleu  his  expe¬ 
riment. 

15.  Oxford,  Sept.  13.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  their  majefties,  and  fix  of  the 
royal  children,  honoured  lord  and 
lady  Harcourt  with  a  viiit  at  their 
beautiful  villa  of  Newnham,  near 
Oxford,  where  they  puffed  a  very 
agreeable  day,  and  intended  return- 
ing  in  the  evening  to  Wmdior,  but 
being  captivated  by  the  beautiful 
appearance  of  the  univeriity  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  from  the  terrace  of  his  lord- 
fhip's  gardens,  their  majedies  de¬ 
termined  to  pay  this  feat  of  learn¬ 
ing  a  viiit  the  next  morning,  and 
palled  the  night  at  loid  Harcourt’s. 
Early  in  the  morning',  general  Har¬ 
court  came  to  this  place t  and  com¬ 
municated  to  the  vice-chancellor 
their  majedy’s  intentions,  who  de- 
fired  to  be  received  in  the  mod  pri¬ 
vate  manner. — About  ten  o’clock, 
the  cavalcade  puffed  over  Magda¬ 
len -bridge  in  four  carriages,  and 
alighted  at  Chrid-church  college, 
where  they  immediately  went  to 
chapel,  it  being  the  time  of  divine 
fervice  ;  after  which  they  law  the 
library,  hall,  and  every  thing  wor¬ 


thy  of  notice  in  that  college.  They 
then  proceeded  to  viiit  the  other  coi- 
leges  and  public  building's.  On  their 
arrival  at  the  Sheldonian  Theatre, 
they  were  received  by  the  vice- 
chancellor,  proctors,  See.  in  acade¬ 
mical  habits;  on  their  ( entrance, 
the  organ  played,  and  continued 
the  time  of  their  daying  in  die 
theatre.  Here  the  vice-chancellor, 
heads  of  houfes,  nobility,  &c.  were 
announced  to  their  majedies,  and 
had  the  honour  of  killing  their 
hands. — This  ceremony  being  over, 
they  viiited  the  obfervatory  and  ail 
other  public  places.  The  mayor 
and  other  members  of  this  ancient 
corporation  lent  to  know  where 
their  majedies  would  pleafe  to  be 
waited  on  ;  the  king  appointed  the 
Town-hall,  and  came  there  about 
three  o’clock,  when  the  mayor  and. 
all  the  members  of  the  corporation 
killed  their  majedies  hands  ;  and 
the  honour  of  knighthood  was  con¬ 
ferred  on  john  Treacher,  efquire, 
mayor.  Their  majedies  expreiTed 
the  greateft  plealure  at  the  recep¬ 
tion  they  met  with,  and  were  high¬ 
ly  delighted  with  the  grandeur  of 
the  buildings,  &c. 

King  (ion,  Jamaica ,  July  30. 

Monday  a  court  of  admiralty  was 
held  in  this  town,  at  which  Wil¬ 
liam  alias  Benjamin  Johnfon,  was 
i n dieted  for  piracy  and  murder,  on 
board  the  fehooner  Friendfhip,  lad 
July,  near  the  latitude  of  Bermu¬ 
das  ;  and  pleaded  Not  guilty.— 
Charles  Kelly,  the  feaman  that  eft* 
caped,  gave  a  full  evidence  again d: 
him.  The  prifoner’s  confeffion  was 
afterwards  read,  when  Mr.  Jack- 
fan,  his  counfel,  ftrongly  urged 
that  [ohnfon  being  born  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  a  citizen  of  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  States,  was  confequently  a  fo-, 
reigner,  and  not  under  the  j  u ril'd ic- 
tion  of  the  court  ;  but  this  being 
over-ruled,  the  jury  returned  their 
(E  2)  ver- 
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verdidf  Guilty,  and  he  was  fentenc- 
ed  to  be  hanged  at  the  ufual  place, 
and  afterward  in  chains.  See  April']. 

21.  Dublin ,  Sept,  i  cj .  Laft  night 
was  perpetrated  the  following  atro¬ 
cious  murder.  About  eight  o’clock 
James  Ennis,  a  lad  19  years  of  age, 
Ibn  to  a  barber  who  lives  in  Angel- 
alley,  High  -ftreet,  returning  home 
fomewhat  intoxicated,  and  having 
dome  trifling  difpute  with  his  fa¬ 
ther,  who  was  in  his  fhirt,  pulled 
out  a  razor,  and  gave  him  four  deep 
wounds  in  the  arms,  thighs,  and 
body.  On  his  mother’s  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  protect  her  aged  hufband 
from  the  attacks  of  her  unnatural 
fon,  the  inhuman  villain,  drawing 
a  fecond  razor,  cut  the  arteries  and 
jinews  of  her  arm  acrofs,  and,  itill 
undated,  wounded  her  in  two  other 
places.  Fortunately  die  had  fuffi- 
cient  ftrength  left  to  alarm  the 
neighbours,  who  arrived  in  time  to 
prevent  the  completion  of  his  bloody 
purpofe ;  but  the  haplefs  woman, 
from  the  extraordinary  effufion  of 
blood,  foon  became  motionlefs,  hav¬ 
ing  firft  made  fig  ns  for  a  clergyman, 
who  opportunely  arrived  fome  little 
time  before  file  expired  ;  and  the 
poor  maimed  iurvivor  was  lent  to 
the  infirmary,  with  fmall  hopes  of 
recovery.  On  the  alarm  being 
given,  the  young  monfler  attempt¬ 
ed  to  efcape,  but  without  effect. 

22.  Thurfday  was  committed  to 
Gloucefler  gaol,  Solomon  Phipps, 
for  robbing  and  attempting  to  mur¬ 
der  John  Miller,  a  journeyman 
mafon,  on  the  highway  between 
Lawrence-hill,  on  Saturday  fe’n- 
Siight.  Miller  had  received  his  week’s 
wages  for  urork  done  at  a  horde  in 
Kingfwood,  and  in  coming  to  Bri- 
itol  was  robbed  by  Phipps  and  two 
others,  who  kept  him  down  whilft 
Phipps  cut  out  his  pocket ;  and  juft 


as  they  were  about  leaving  him, 
one  of  them  fafd,  cut  his  throat  ; 
on  which  Phipps  put  the  knife  un¬ 
der  his  chin,  gave  him  a  dreadful 
gafli,  and  left  him  with  tliefe  words, 
44  Now  go,  tell  who  robbed  thee.” 
It  happened  that  Miller,  having  a 
thick  double  chin,  the  knife  went 
only  into  the  fiefh,  and  did  not  reach 
his  throat,  -  - 

—  Thurfday  lord  George  Gor¬ 
don  wraited  upon  Mr.  Fraler,  under- 
fecretary  of  ftate,  and  requeued 
Mr.  Frafer  to  acquaint  him  what 
had  been  done  with  the  letter 
on  Irifli  affairs,  inclofing  a  note 
from  comte  d’Adhemar,  which  he 
intruded  to  his  care,  to  be  delivered 
to  the  king  on  the  27th  of  Auguft 
lad,  at  night.  Mr.  Fraler,  with 
the  greateft  politenefs,  acquainted 
his  Iord.lhip,  that  the  letter  had 
been  immediately  forwarded  to  lord 
Sydney  ;  but  whether  lord  Sydney 
had  delivered  it  to  the  king,  or  not, 
he  could  not  inform  his  lordlhip. 
The.  following  is  a  copy  of  that 
letter  : 

To  the  King, 

“  Sir, 

44  The  Ffcnch  ambalfador  com¬ 
municated  fomething  to  me  (in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  incloled  appointment*) 
that  is  of  the  greateft  confequence  to 
yourmajefty  robe  informed  of.  It  re- 
fpeefts  Ireland  ;  and  if  your  majefty 
will  condelcend  to  diredt  me  where 
you  would  be  pleafed  to  receive  tba 
information,  1  fliall  think  it  my 
duty  to  attend  your  fovereign  plea- 
fur  e. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  all  due  fuh- 
miffion,  may  it  pleafe  yourmajefty,. 

44  Your  unimpeachable, 

44  Humble  fervant, 

44  G.  Gordon.’* 
Welbeek-ftreet ,  Saturday 
Night,  Aug.  27,  1785. 


A  note  from  the  French  ambafikdpr  to  lord  George  Gordon, 


Not 
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Not  thinking-,  from  what  .  fell 
from  Mr.  Frafer,  that  lord  Sydney 
had  delivered  the  letter  to  the  king, 
lord  George  Gordon  went  imme¬ 
diately  to  Bucldngham-houle,  to 
intimate  to  their  majedies,  that  he 
intended  to  have  the  honour  to 
come  to  the  drawing-room  (Thurl- 
day)  if  it  were  agreeable  to  their 
majeities.  His  lordfhip  was  imme¬ 
diately  conducted  acrofs  the  houfe 
to  a  room  in  the  king’s  apartments, 
where  one  of  the  king’s  pages  took 
his  lordfhip’s  meffage,  and  laid  he 
would  carry  it  to  the  king.  After 
fitting  there  about  twenty  minutes, 
the  page  came  to  his  lordfhip,  and 
acquainted  him  that  he  was  told  to 
fay,  “  The  name  of  lord  George 
Gordon  Was  forbidden  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  at  Buckingham-houfe.”  Lord 
George  afked  the  page,  it  the  king 
had  returned  that  anfwer  ?  The 
page  faid,  he  had  not  feen  the  king. 

Lord  George  Gordon  then  went 
home,  d reded  himfelf,  went  to  the 
court  at  St.  James’s,  and  hood  the 
whole  time  by  Mr.  Pitt,  lord  Cam¬ 
den,  lord  Caermarthen,  and  lord 
Svdney  ;  but  the  king,  queen,  and 
prince  of  Wales,  all  palled  by  with¬ 
out  fpeaking  to  his  lordfhip. 

—  At  a  court  of  common  coun¬ 
cil,  on  Tuefday,  it  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Merry,  that  a  cafe  be  prepared 
for  the  opinion  of  counfel,  Whe* 
ther  the  eommiffioners,  now  pre¬ 
tending  to  be  qualified  to  aft  under 
the  drop-tax,  have  any  legal  power, 
diiiinft  from  the  eommiffioners  at 
large,  to  direft  an  alfelTment  to  be 
made  and  levied  upon  the  diop-? 
keepers  of  this  city,  previous  to 
the  30th  indant,  the  day  to  which 
the  eommiffioners  at  large  adjourn¬ 
ed.  This,  after  fome  debate,  was 
carried.  He  then  moved,  that  the 
fiall-keeper  might  be  direfted  not  to 
permit  the  perfons  now  prefuming 
to  aft  as  eommiffioners  to  meet  in 
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Guildhall  till  the  opinion  of  coun- 
fel  is  known ;  which  was  likewife 
carried.  See  page  44. 

26.  The  ieffions  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley,  which  began  the  13th  indant, 
ended  this  day,  when  25  prifoners 
received  fentence  of  death,  viz. 
jofeph  Banning,  for  forging  a 
draught,  in  the  name  of  George 
Prefcott,  efq.  on  Meliks.  Prefcott 
-and  Co.  bankers ;  John  Lloyd  alias 
Jones,  for  horfe-dealing ;  James 
Rowe,  for  Bleep-dealing  ;  William 
Lawes,  Thomas  Browning,  Tho¬ 
mas  Winderbank,  John  Clayton 
alias  Paddy  Oyffers,  James  Mof- 
dell,  Patrick  Coffield,  George  Nu¬ 
gent,  William  Burke.,  William 
Barnes,  and  Richard  Silveder  alias 
Jack  the  Gardener,  for  highway 
and  dreet  robberies  ;  Amos  Row- 
fell,  William  Moore,  and  Benjamin 
Howell,  for  burglaries  ;  James 
Connel,  John  Aflibourn,  and  Jo- 
feph  Wood,  for  hoiife-breaking ; 
John  Hayes,  George  Reynolds, 
James  Duncan,  James  Lewis,  Wil¬ 
liam  Play  ward,  and  William  Beer, 
for  privately  dealing,  & e.  Seep.  80. 

At  this  ieffions  John  Fray  was 
convicted  of  man  daughter,  he  hav- 
ing  thrown  Thomas  Waking  (a  lad 
detefted  in  Tottenham  Court  Road 
of  picking  pockets)  into  a  pond  of 
water,  in  order  to  be  ducked,  where-® 
by  he  was  luffocated  and  drowned. 

28.  Dublin ,  Sept.  21.  Captain. 
Cauzier,  in  one  of  his  majedy’s  re¬ 
venue  cutters,  having  been  lately 
ordered  round  to  the  wedern  coads, 
of  Ireland,  to  put  g  dop  to  the 
fmuggling  tobacco  and  India  goods, 
which  is  now  praftifed  by  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  to  a  degree  condderably  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  revenue  of  this,  coun¬ 
try,  a  few  days  fince  fell  in  with  an 
American  brig,  well  manned  and 
armed,  which  he  attacked  for  hear 
an  hour,  but  had  the  misfortune  to. 
lofe  the  cutter  by  an  unlucky  fhot 
JE  3 )  '  \?vhlch 
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which  took  place  between  wind  and 
water,  which  funk  her  in  a  few 
minutes.  The  crew  happily  were 
faved  in  the  boat,  after  having  buf¬ 
fered  fome  hardlhip  on  one  of  the 
Shelig  fflands. 

—  B often ,  Au gift  15.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  billion  of  Connect!- 
cut  at  his  rehdence  in  New  Lon¬ 
don,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Prefby- 
terian  congregation  were  fo  oblig¬ 
ing  as  to  offer  him  the  ufe  of  their 
meeting'-houfe,  in  which  he  preach¬ 
ed  to  very  numerous  audiences: 
the  epifcopal  church  had  been 
burnt  to  the  ground  in  the  late  war, 
but  the  parlbnage  houfe  efcaped, 
and  it  is  now  the  rehdence  of  the 
bifhop.  Sec p,  58. 

Ye  herd  ay  the  minority  of  the 
coramiffioners  of  the  fhbp-tax,  wjjo, 
at  a  previous  meeting,  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  enforce  it,  attempted  to 
go  into  the  council  chamber  at 
Guildhall,  but  were  refilled  admit¬ 
tance,  agreeable  to  the  refolu.tion 
of  the  lafi  court  of  common  coun¬ 
cil.  They  then  went  upon  the 
h  liftings,  heated  themfelves,  and 
opened  their  books.  Soon  after, 
Mr.  Merry  came  into  the  hall,  to 
meet  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  on  going 
up  to  the  nullings,  he  deiired  to 
know  what  bufinefs  was  doing  ? 
Being  tpld  by  Mr.  Everett,  that 
they  were  met  to  a  he  is  the  fhop- 
tax,  Mr.  Merry  replied,  that  the 
eorporation  having  determined  that 
the  fell’  created  cammilfionersinould 
not  have  the  ufe  of  the  hall,  he 
wondered  much  at  their  impudence, 
in  adding  contrary  to  the  faid  refo- 
lution.  On  this  many  words  en- 
fued,  and  Mr,  Merry,  in  the  end, 
threw  the  books  over  the  rail  into 
the  hall,  and  immediately  walked 
down  the  heps.  Mr.  Andrews  gave 
him  a  pufh,  which  yearly  threw 
jiim  down,  on  wh^ch  Mr.  Merry 
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returned  up  the  heps,  and,  after 
fome  altercation,  tore  their  papers, 
and  threw  their  pens  and  ink  about. 

Mr.  Everett  called  the  city  mar- 
dial,  and  charged  Mr.  Merry  with 
an  affault;  on  which  lie  was  taken 
into  cuilody,  and  carried  before 
the  lord  mayor,  who  was  fitting 
with  the  recorder,  and  fe  venal  of 
the  aldermen. 


The  lord  mayor  defired  to  know 
what  offence  Mr.  Merry  had  been 
guilty  of;  and  was  anfwered,  of  an 
affault,  and  of  riotoutly  obfrrudtbng 
the  commilfioners  of  the  1  hop-tax 
in  the  difchgrge  of  their  duty. 


The 


recorder 


laid,  before  Mr. 


Merry  could  be  committed,  o  held 
to  bail,  it  was  necelfary  to  ehabliih 
two  facts.  1  he  firfl  was,  whether 
the  commilfioners  were  met  legally 
in  difeharge  of  their  duty?  Se¬ 
condly,  whether  they  had  any  right 
to  nv  et  in  the  Guildhall  of  the  city  ? 
Pie  referred  to  a  variety  of  acts, 
none  of  which  appeared  to  give 
right  to  any  let  of  citizens  what¬ 
ever,  to  ufe  the  hall  contrary  to  the 
general  ienfe  of  the  corporation  • 
but  he  declined  giving  his  opinion 
fully  until  he  had  deliberately  con- 
iidcred  the  matter. 


Mr.  Everett  went  out  of  court, 
and  applied  to  Mr.  Garrow  to  adt  as 
counfel  for  him  and  his  brother 
commilfioners,  but  Mr.  Garrow  de¬ 
clined  it :  Mr.  Everett  then  engag¬ 
ed  Mr.  Fielding. 

Mr.  Merry  engaged  Mr.  Gar¬ 
row,  and  the  bufinefs  of  the  feffions 


was  poilponed,  and  the.  lord  mayor 
defired  to  hear  uvhat  both  parties 
had  to  fay. 

Fielding  contended,  thst  Mr# 
Merry  had  afikulted  his  clients,  by 
throwing  away  their  books,  pens, 
Ac. 

Mr.  Garrow  denied  there  was 
apy  affault,  as  not  any  perfon  haef 
fworn  to  being  affaulted  ;  and  as  to 

riotipgj 
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rioting,  it  was  imporfible,  his  client 
being"  by  himfelf.  He  was  extreme  - 
ly  fevere  on  Mr,  Everett,  wlv  >,  ne 
obferved,  had,  throughout  the 
whole  bufinefs  of  the  fliop-tax,  tak¬ 
en  an  unwarrantable  part ;  he  was 
clear  in  opinion  that  the  commii- 
iioners  had  no  bulmefs  on  the  h lift¬ 
ings,  and  ought  to  be  treated  as 
vagrants  ;  he  commended  the  ipirit- 
ed^behaviour  of  Mr.  Merry,  who, 
he  laid,  had  added  as  became  a  good 
citizen  :  as  to  holding  his  client  to 
bail,  he  declared  that  he  could  not 
fee  any  right  or  power  there  was  for 
committing'  him  ;  and  as  he  was  a 
refpedtable  citizen,  and  a  member 
of  the  corporation,  there  was  no 
fear  of  his  running  away.  On  the 
other  hand,  his  client  mod  a (fu red¬ 
ly  had  a  good  addon  again  ft  thole 
felf  created  gentlemen,  for  the  af- 
fault  he  met  with  in  doing  what 
he  hall-keeper  ought  to  have  done ; 
but  as  Mr.  Everett  was  too  great  a 
friend  to  the  fhop-rax  to  run  from 
it,  he  fhould  not  advife  Mr.  Merry 
to  charge  him  then,  but  leave  the 
bufinefs  to  the  decifion  of  a  court 
of  law. 

The  lord  mayor  exprefted  a  wifh 
to  poftpone  giving  any  opinion  on 
the  buiinels,  and  advifed  both  par¬ 
ties  either  to  make  up  the  matter, 
or  refer  it  to  a  fury  ;  which  ended 
this  curious  tranfadion  for  the  pre- 
fent.  See  p*  69,  &  infra . 

29.  A  common  hall  was  held  for 
the  election  ol  a  lord  mayor,  when, 
contrary  to  the  late  cuftom  of  chooi- 
ing  the  two  lenior  aldermen  by  ro¬ 
tation,  the  livery  thought  proper 
to  nominate,  for  the  choice  of  the 
court  of  aldermen,  Thomas  Wright, 
efq.  the  fenior,  and  Thomas  Skin* 
tier,  efq.  the  junior  member  of  that 
court. — The  court  of  aldermen,  in 
sourfe,  elected  Mr,  Wright. 

30.  About  eighty  gentlemen, 
coipmiftioners  qf  land  an  ft  (hop-tax, 


met  in  the  new  council-chamber, 
Guildhall,  purfuant  to  their  ad¬ 
journment. 

Mr.  Merry  opened  the  bufine^u. 
by  reprobating  the  {hop-tax,  and 
the  conduc'd  of  the  perfons  who 
had  qualified. 

y r.  alderman  Skinner  was  no 
lefs  levere.  He  brought,  however, 
the  recorder’s  opinion  on  fome  late 
proceedings,  viz.  Whether  the  few 
who  had  qualified  had  aided  legal¬ 
ly  ?  And  whether  they  had  a  right 
to  meet  in  Guildhall  ?  To  the  fir  ft-, 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  thofe 
who  had  qualified  had  aided  legally  ; 
as  to  thofe  who  had  adjourned  from 
the  15th  to  the  30th,  they  had  put 
it  out  of  their  own  power  :o  qua¬ 
lify,  unlefs  under  thofe  who  had 
already  qualified.  As  to  the  placet 
of  meeting,  he  was  equally  clear 
that  the  corporation  of  ,  London 
were  mailers  eft-  Guildhall,  and 
moft  undoubtedly  had  a  right, 
whenever  they  thought  proper, 
to  prevent  any  perfons  aftembling 
therein.  Mr.  alderman  Skinner  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  perhaps  fome  gentle¬ 
men  might  be  induced  to  qualify, 
from  a  perfuafion  that  they  might 
render  their  fellow-citizens  fome 
fervice,  by  checking  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  thofe  who  had  been  fo  for¬ 
ward  in  qualifying  clandeftinely, 

Mr.  Robinfon  was  for  every  man 
prefect  qualifying  himfelf  imme¬ 
diately,  attending  at  the  next  meet¬ 
ing,  and  out-voting  them  ;  but  this 
did  net  feem  to  meet  the  fenfe  of 
the  majority.  The  meeting  was 
adjourned  fine  die*  Seep*  70. 

—  Naffait,  July  14.  On  the  9th 
uTt.  the  fchooner  Keats,  Chriftopher 
Miller,  mafter,  was  piratically  run 
away  with  from  Halifax,  by  four 
men,  whole  names  are  Richard 
Powel,  William  Buckley,  George 
Taylor,  and  William  Durihan.  The 
mafter  having  gone  on  board  about 
(!i  4)  '  eleven 
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eleven  at  night,  went  to  deep  in  his 
cabin,  and  was  awaked  by  an  un¬ 
common  morion  of  the  veiled  On 
going  on  deck  to  enquire  the  rea- 
fon,  he  was  alloniihed  to  find  him* 
fell  at  fea.  He  was  made  to  un¬ 
der  ft  and  that  he  was  a  prifoner,  and 
the  pirates  immediately  proceeded 
to  the  weidward,  and  at  laid  landed 
him  on  an  iiland  called  Bald  Tuiket, 
w’here  he  was  necelxitated  to  day 
four  days,  during  which  time  he 
employed  himfelf  .in  making  a  raft, 
which  he  bound  together  with  a 
cod  line,  given  him  by  the  pirates, 
upon  which  he  faitened  him 'elf, 
and  then- put  to  fea  ;  the  wind  fet- 
ting  on  the  fit  ore,  brought  him  to 
land,  after  being  24  hours  in  the 
above  fituation ;  and  after  expe¬ 
riencing  many  hardfliips,  he  arriv¬ 
ed  at  Shelburne  on  the  29th  ul?. 

. ’Nafj'aji. ,  Aug.  1  3 .  On  tlie  2  1  ft 
of  June  were  committed  to  jail  in 
Roflon,  the  four  pirates  concerned 
in  running  away  with  the  fchponer 
Keats,  from  Halifax. 

OCTOBE  R,, 

4.  Hague ,  tie  fit.  30.  On  Satur¬ 
day  lad  a  courier  arrived  here  from 
Paris,  with  the  news  that  a  preli¬ 
minary  convention  was  figned, there 
on  the  2cth  in  ft  ant  between  the 
imperial  ambaffador  and  the  ambaf- 
fadors  of  the  republic.  See  Public 
Papers . 

5.  Lad  Thurfday,  a  wheelwright, 
at  Hatfield,  in  HertfordfHire.,  com¬ 
pleted  his  iocthyear,  on  which  oc- 
cafion  the  earl  of  Salifbury,  by 
%vhofe  family  the  old  man  has  been 
employed  from  his  infancy,  invited 
the  neighbouring  inhabitants  into 
his  park,  where  they  were  regaled 
with  roaffi  beef  and  two  buts  of 
porter.  The  family  of  this  vene¬ 
rable  man  confids  of  himfelf,  a 
daughter  79,  another  76,  and  a  fon 


75  years  of  age.  The  common 
earnings  of  the  father,  bv  working 
at  his  trade,  are  3s.  6d.  a  day,  being 
3  s,  a  day  more  than  his  fon  can  earn 
bv  the  fame  employment. 

6*  Came  on  the  trial,  before  the 
recorder,  at  Guildhall,  of  one  Her- 
vey,  a  condable,  for  perjury,  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  in  the  cafe  of  Peter- 
Newbury  and  William  Iverfon,  for- 
a  highway  robbery,  of  which  they 
were  capitally  conviffied,  but  after-*, 
wards  pardoned.  Sec  page  ( 1 S,  3  4 , 
35.)  Hervey  fbared  with  the  pro- 
fecutor  80I.  the  reward  for  their 
conviction.  Hervey  was  convicted, 
and  fentenced  to  three  years  impri- 
fonment  in  Newgate,  and  to  ft  and 
twice  in  the  pillory  in  yhe  Old  Bai¬ 
ley  yard. 

7.  Yefierday  came  on,  at  the 
College  of  Phyficians,  the  annual 
elediion  of  officers  for  the  year  en- 
fuing,  when  fir  George  Baker  was 
elected  prefident*  doctors  Donald 
Munro,  Burges,  Wat  fen,  and  Fit- 
caifne,  cenfcrs ;  Dr.  Tomlinfon, 
treafurer  ;  Dr.  Hervey,  regiffier  ; 
and  fir  George  Baker,  doctors  Ca- 
dogan,  Hervey,  C.aulet,  and  Wat- 
fon,  commifiioners  for  licenfing 
houfes  for  the  reception  of  lunatics. 
Doctors  Fraler,  W.  Robertfon,  Pot¬ 
ter,  and  Ferris,  were  admitted  li¬ 
centiates. 

o.  Cbifwick  church  was  broke 
open,  and  robbed  of  the  commu¬ 
nion  plate,  the  gold  fringe  from  the 
com m u n i on-table ,  and  from  the 
pulpit-cloth  ;  the  value  of  the  whole 
between  two  and  three  hundred 
pounds. 

11.  On  the  yth  inflant,  a  little 
before  three  in  the  afternoon,  Mr. 
Lunardi  afeended  in  his  balloon  at 
Edinburgh.  A  gentleman,  who 
dates  his  letter  from  the.  Manf'c  of 
Ceres ,  OH.  6,  gives  the  following 
account  of  its  appearance,  fo  beau¬ 
tiful  in  itfelf,  as  well  as  fo  novel 
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jn  Scotland :  “  Yefterday  after¬ 
noon,  the  iky  being  clear,  and  a 
gentle  breeze  from  the  S.  S.  W .  as 
I  was  handing'  in  my  yard,  my  fcr- 
yant  took  notice  of  what  he  thought 
to  be  a  hawk,  at  a  prodigious 
height.  This  obi  eel,  which  ap¬ 
peared  evidently  higher  than  fome 
thin  clouds  floating  near  it,  I  was 
foon  convinced  was  no  bird.  At 
this  time  (about  four  minutes  be¬ 
fore  our)  it  had  the  appearance  of 
a  ball  fix  inches  diameter,  and  leem- 
ed  fufpended  without  motion,  which 
was  owing  to  its  atlonilhing  eleva¬ 
tion,  and  to  its  moving  diredlly  to 
wards  me.  As  I  knew  Mr.  Lu- 
nardi  was  to  afeend  at  Edinburgh 
on  Wednesday  the  1 11  inflant,  and 
as  the  wind  blew  diredly  from 
Edinburgh  towards  Ceres,  I  was 
perfuaded  that  this  objedl  was  his 
balloon.  I  then  called  my  neigh¬ 
bours  to  come  and  fee  the  aerial 
traveller  :  they  thought  me  injoke  ; 
but,  on  my  alluring  them  I  was  fe- 
rious,  they  came  out  and  law  the 
objedt  which  I  pointed  out  to  them, 
but  could  not  believe  it  was  Mr. 
Lunardi.  Whilff  we  gazed,  the 
intervening  clouds  two  or  three 
times  intercepted  our  view  ;  and,  as 
the  balloon  came  out  from  behind 
the  clouds,  the  rays  of  the  fun  re¬ 
flected  from  the  well  fide  of  it  gave 
it  the  appearance  of  the  moon  feen 
by  day  light,  five  or  fix  days  after 
the  change.  About  ten  minutes 
after  four  the  balloon  got  below  the 
clouds  ;  it  now  alfumed  an  oblong 
figure,  and  appeared  much  larger. 
The  balket  and  flag  alfo  became 
vilible.  Multitudes  now  got  fight 
of  it,  and  the  whole  country  was 
alarmed.  As  it  drew  near  the 
earth,  and  failed  along  with  a  kind 
of  awful  grandeur,  the  fight  gave 
much  pleafure  to  fuch  as  knew  what 
it  was,  but  terribly  alarmed  fuch 
as  were  unacquainted  with  the  na- 
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ture  of  this  celeftial  vehicle,  if  I 
may  ufe  the  phrale.  About  20 
minutes  after  four,  Mr.  Lunardi 
call  out  his  anchor,  and  the  balloon 
relied  near  the  coal  town  of  Cal- 
linge,  on  the  eflate  of  the  hon. 
John  Hope,  efq.  a  mile  call  from 
Ceres,  and  between  two  and  three 
miles  fouth-eaffi  of  Cupar,  in  Fifed* 

Mr.  Lunardi  related,  that  the 
balloon,  after  riling,  took  a  N.  E* 
direction,  and  near  the  ifland  of 
Inchkeith  came  down  almoff  to  the 
fea ;  that  he  then  threw  out  fome 
ballaft,  and  the  balloon  rofe  higher 
than  before  ;  that  a  current  of  wind 
from  the  welt  carried  him  eail  near 
North  Berwick  ;  that  different  cur¬ 
rents  then  changed  his  courfc,  and- 
brought  him  over  between  Leveit 
and  Lago  ;  and  that  after  this  a 
S.  S.  W.  breeze  brought  him  to  the 
place  where  he  del'ceruled.  When 
the  balloon  was  at  its  higheft  ele¬ 
vation,  the  barometer,  he  fays,  llood 
at  18  inches,  3-ioths.  At  this 
time  he  found  no  difficulty  in  re- 
fpiration.  He  palfed  through  fe- 
veral  clouds  of  fnow,  and  loft  fight 
at  times  both  of  fea  and  land.  The 
thermometer  was  below  the  freez¬ 
ing  point,  and  he  found  himfelf 
very  cold  from  the  chilly  air  which 
furrounded  him.  His  excurfion 
took  up  about  an  hour  and  mi  half ; 
and  from  his  account,  he  muft  have 
palled  over  upwards  of  40  miles  of 
fea  and  jo  of  land. 

12.  Advices  were  received  on 
Monday  of  the  lofs  of  the  Hinchin- 
brook  Eaft  Indiaman,  capt.  Max¬ 
well,  off  the  Long  Sand  in  the 
Bengal  river.  She  had  proceeded 
as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
when  file  encountered  a  violent 
ftorm,  and  afterwards,  in  returning 
to  Kedjeree,  to  refit,  file  met  with 
this  unhappy  accident.  Three  of 
the  crew  were  drowned.  She  had 
goods  on  board  to  the  amount  of 

fix 
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fix  or  fever,  lacks,  no  part  of  which 
were  fiaved.  This  fhip  was  taken 
'by,  and  retaken  from,  the  French, 
in  the  action  between  commodore 
Johnftone  and  M.  Su  fife  in,  at  Port 
jf  raya,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1781. 

—  A  young  lady  of  rank  had 
lately  one  of  her  fore-teeth  become 
black  and  carious,  and  was  advifcd 
by  a  celebrated  dentil!  to  have  a 
tooth  taken  from  the  mouth  of  an 
apparently  healthy  perfion,  and 
tranlplanted  into  the  place  of  the 
decayed  one.  This  was  accordingly 
done,  and  the  tooth  fattened  per¬ 
fectly  well. 

■  At  the  end  cf  five  weeks  her 
mouth  became  very  painful,  her 
|Qtns  ulcerated,  and  were  loon  cor¬ 
roded  away  ;  a  number  of  ulcers, 
large,  deep,  and  fetid,  extended 
over  her  cheeks  and  throat ;  Seve¬ 
ral  of  her  teeth  dropped  out,  and 
her  death  was  boon  expected  from 
the  daily  decay  ot  her  ftrength. 

In  this  calamitous  condition,  an 
■eminent  phyiician  was  confulted, 
who,  fufpedting  mercury  to  be  the 
proper  corrector  of  this  frightful 
difcafe,  directed  a  gentle  courfe  of 
it  to  be  tried,  which,  for  a  time, 
relieved  moll  of  the  fymptoms. 
She  was  then  ordered  to  try  the 
effects  of  country  air.  She  accord¬ 
ingly  proceeded,  by  fliort  ftages,  to 
her  fummer  relidence,  about  80 
miles  from  London.  Here,  with¬ 
out  any  new  complaints,  her 
ttrength  gradually  leffcned,  till 
death  clofed  the  melancholy  feene. 
The  above  account  may  be  depend¬ 
ed  upon  for  fact,  and  was  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Royal  College  of  Phyii- 
cians  a  fliort  time  fince  (with  feve- 
ral  other  particulars)  by  the  prefent 
learned  vice-prelident  of  the  Royal 
Society,  who  attended  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  young  lady  upon  this  de¬ 
plorable  oc  cation. 

13.  Mil's  Anne  Frank  land,  daugh- 
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ter  of  the  rev.  Mr.  William  Frank- 
land,  forne  time  redlor  of  Ofwald- 
kirk,  near  Malton,  in  -the  North 
Riding  of  the  county  of  York, 
fondling  a  little  dog  in  her  lap, 
was  bitten  in  (he  lip  by  the  animal, 
which' was  not  perceived  to  be  mad. 
Upon  her  crying;  out,  a  maid  fer¬ 
vent,  who  was  then  employed  in 
wafliing  the  linen  of  the  family, 
ran  immediately  to  her  a 'di fiance  ; 
but  in  taking  away  the  cog,  was 
herfclf  feverely  bitten  in  the  arm. 
The  conlecj uence  was,  that  mils 
Frank  land,  not  apprehending  her 
danger,  and  therefore  applying  no 
remedy,  was  feized  with  the  hydro¬ 
phobia,  and  died  with  all  the  uiual 
fymptoms  of  that  dreadful  difbr- 
der.  The  maid-fervant,  continu¬ 
ing'  her  bufiiiefs  of  waffling,  with 
her  arm  for  lev  Oral  hours  in  the 
foap-fuds,  e leaped  all  the  calami¬ 
tous  confeq itences  of  the  accident. 
Whence  it  was  concluded,  that  the 
fe arching  quality  of  the  loap  had 
perfectly  fee  tired  her  from  the  fatal 
effect  of  fitch  an  accident.  This  is 
mentioned  in  the  Morning  Chronicle , 
as  an  injlance  that  foap  fuds ,  as  well 
as  oil ,  may  he  beneficial  in  Juch  cafes  ; 
hut  whether  it  happened  formerly ,  or 
was  a  recent  fadf  is  not  f aid* 

—  On  Monday  evening  the  Ram¬ 
bler  cutter,  of  14  guns,  iieut.  Low¬ 
ry,  a  fine  new  veiled,  and  one  of 
the  fa  ft  eft  faiiers  in  the  fervice,  was 
loft  in  Leigh  Roads.  Ller  ftation 
was  from  the  Sea  Reach  to  Yar¬ 
mouth  Roads  ;  they  had  failed  from 
Sheernefs  at  noon ;  but  afterward 
her  commander  had  reiolved  (the 
weather  proving  fqually  with  rain) 
to  come  to  anchor  in  Leigh  Roads : 
they  accordingly  turned  up  again  ft 
the  wind  from  the  Nore,  and  were 
preparing  for  anchoring,  when,  in 
jibbing,  a  fudden  fquall  came  on, 
and  the  main  flieet  fail,  the  veffel 
overfet  in  an  inftant,  and  icon  funk 
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to  the  bottom.  A  Yarmouth  her- 
ring-'boat  feeing-  the  cutter  over  let, 
made  fail  towards  her,  and  arrived 
time  enough  to  pick  up  thirty-two 
men  and  a  lad,  fon  to  lieut.  Low- 
tv,  about  1 3  years  of  age,  which 
laft  was  caught  hold  of  by  a  woman 
in  the  boat  juft  as  he  w<*s  on  the 
point  of  going  down.  Lieutenant 
Lowry  and  iixteen  men  are  loft. 
The  lieutenant’s  lofs  is  attributed 
to  his  being  entangled  in  the  rig- 
trino-  as  he  was  a  good  fwimmer, 
and  was  heard  to  bid  the  people  and 
his  fon  fave  themfelves  with  all  ex¬ 
pedition. 

1 4 .  Yefterdav,  at  a  court  of  com- 
mon  council,  the  opinions  of  the 
recorder  and  common  ferjeant  were 
read,  refpecuing  the  legality  of  thole 
perfons  who  have  acted  as  co  mini  fi¬ 
ll  oners  in  the  (hop-tax  buiinefs,  to¬ 
gether  with  their  opinion  of  the 
lio-ht  of  the  other  gentlemen  (who 
adjourned  that  buiinefs)  levying  an¬ 
other  tax  on  the  inhabitants,  agree¬ 
able  to  a  motion  of  Mr.  Merry’s 
to  that  effect.  The  opinions  of  thole 
gentlemen  appeared  wholly  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  minority  commiffioncrs, 
who  had  a  died  therein  ;  and  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  other 
gentlemen  to  impofe  or  levy  the 
tax  again.  Mr.  Dornford  then  rofe, 
and  laid,  he  fuppofed  it  would  be 
quite  in  order,  if  the  motion  which 
forbade  thole  gentlemen  the  life  of 
Guildhall  to  meet,  was  to  be  re- 
icinded,  or  the  hall-keeper  called 
in  and  acquainted  with  the  decilion 
of  the  recorder  and  common  fer¬ 
jeant.  This  being  oppofed,  the 
recorder  rofe,  and  laid,  it  would 
not  be  needful,  as  that  motion 
would  of  courfe  fall  felo  Jc  fe. 
See  p.  7  1 . 

i  r .  Dublin,  Oft.  ii.  This  day 
came  on  the  trial  of  James  Ennis, 
for  the  murder  of  his  own  mother. 
The  court,  on  his  appearance,  feem* 
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ed  ft  ruck  with  horror.  He  was 
convicted  on  the  cleareft  evidence. 
He  received  his  lentcnce  without 
emotion  ;  and  the  only  thing  he  had 
to  fry  in  his  defence  was,  that  he 
was  drunk  and  out  of  his  lenfes  when 
the  murder  was  committed  ;  which 
the  judge,  on  palling  fentence,  laid 
was  an  aggravation  of  his  crime«. 
See p.  68. 

18.  By  an  edidl  of  the  emperor, 
lately  iftued,  vaflirlage  is  totally 
abolifhed  in  Hungary,  and  the  very 
name  of  it  ordered  to  be  no  longer 
ufed.  Every  man  has  liberty  to 
marry,  to  learn  any  art,  to  work 
for  himfelf,  to  fell,  mortgage,  ex- 
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change,  and  alienate  his  property, 
only  fending  to  his  lord  the  accuf- 
totned  fees  ;  in  fho’rt,  every  vaffal 
in  Hungary  is  reftored  to  the  full 
and  perfedt  enjoyment  of  perfonal 
freedom,  without  the  leaft  reftridtion 
whatever.  In  the  edict  iftued  on 
this  occalion,  his  imperial  majefty 
has  this  liberal  fentiment ;  “  i  not 
only,  fays  he,  would  unfhackle  the 
mind  from  a  bale  fuperftition  which 
enervates  it ;  but  f  wifh  ro  direct 
its  a  drive  powers  to  national  fer- 
vices.  Let  the  gloomy  prieft  be 
driven  from  his  cloifter,  to  benefit 
l'ociety  with  his  talents  ;  and  let  the 
molt  unenlightened  religious,  who 
were  fettered  by  bigotry,  look  abroad 
upon  the  face  of  day.  Artifts,  ma- 
nufadturers,  and  farmers,  benefit  a 
ftate,  while  a  multitude  of  religious 
drones  encumber  and  oppreis  it.” 

.  By  another  edidl  his  imperial  ma- 
efty  abolifhes  the  feparate  jurifdic- 
tion  formerly  granted  to  the  Jews  in 
Galicia,  who  are,  for  the  future, 
to  be  amenable  to  the  ordinary 
courts  of  jufrice. 

In  his  Aufrian  dominions  the 
Jews  are  lubjedted  to  rather  rigor¬ 
ous  laws.  If  they  marry,  they  are 
to  pay  a  certain  fum  on  the  birth  of 
every  child,  which  is  |o  be  increaf- 
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ed  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
births  ;  and  if  they  grow  rich,  they 
are  to  pay  to  the  fupport  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  proportion  to  their  wealth. 

By  an  ordinance  of  the  2 2d  of 
Auguft,  his  majefiy  abolifhed  the 
right  heretofore  claimed  by  the 
lords,  of  compelling  their  vaffals  to 
maintain  their  dogs. 

An  arret  has  lately  been  iifued  by 
the  French  king,  exprefly  forbid¬ 
ding  perrons,  not  regularly  bred  to 
the  profeffion  of  phyfic  or  furgery, 
from  vending  any  fort  of  medicines 
for  the  cure  of  difeafes. 

Dublin,  Obi.  17.  Lad  Saturday, 
at  the  King’s  bench,  fentence  was 
palled  on  captains  Cooke  and  Arf- 
tlale,  for  affaulting  and  wounding 
Mr.  Crawley,  a  citizen,  when  one 
was  fined  fifty  pounds,  the  other 
twenty-five.  The  profecutor  is  dill 
to  bring  on  his  adtion  of  damages. 

21.  At  a  court  of  common  coun¬ 
cil,  Mr.  alderman  Newnham  mov¬ 
ed,  that  the  falary  of  the  recorder 
be  augmented  from  60: 1.  to  iood. 
a  year,  which  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to. 

23.  Lafl  week,  Mr.  Poole,  of 
Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  afcended  in  a 
balloon  from  that  place.  He  gives 
the  following  account  of  his  afccn- 
lion  : 

44  Immediately  after  my  balloon 
was  liberated,  I  foil nd- my felf amend¬ 
ing  with  an  eafi-by-north  courfc,  a 
ferene  day,  a  beautiful  Iky,  and  the 
fenfation  of afcent  exceedingly  pleaf- 
ing.  On  entering  the  firft  cloud  I 
found  the  mercury  in  the  barometer 
had  fallen  four  inches  and  a  half, 
which  bated  my  elevation  at  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  and  about  146 
yards. 

44  Although  my  afceniion  was 
rapid,  the  clouds  were  of  fo  un¬ 
equal  a  height,  that  1  did  not  pals 
them  in  lefs  than  four  minutes  :  I 
then  found  myfelf  parallel  with 


their  tops,  which  wore  a  fnowy 
whitenel's.  I  now  began  to  feel 
cold,  although  the  fun  fhone  with 
uninterrupted  fplendou  r ;  my  bal¬ 
loon  was  now  considerably  ex¬ 
panded  ;  and  having  afcended  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  found  from  be¬ 
low,  I  was  (truck  with  the  iilence, 
which  prevailed  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  I  heard  the  watch  beating  in 
my  pocket.  Notwithilanding  the 
cold,  which  was  coniiderable,  I 
continued  to  mount,  until  my  baro¬ 
meter  had  fallen  14  inches  and  a 
quarter,  which  I  iince  find,  by  com¬ 
paring  with  my  table  of  altitudes, 
is  three  miles. and  133  yards.  My 
balloon  was  expanded  to  a  degree 
of  tenfion,  and  on  drawing  the  ap- 
pendjce  to  me,  I  found  the  gas  was 
Bluing  very  copioufly ;  I  had  now 
a  confined  and  unpleafant  fenfation 
in  my  ears.  On  conlidering  my 
elevation,  I  was  aftoniflied  to  find, 
that  looking  to  the  earth  was  not  at- 
tended  with  the  final  led  dif agree¬ 
able  fenfation,  although  I  have  al¬ 
ways  experienced  it  on  looking 
down  a  precipice. 

44  Flawing  been  up  30  minutes, 
and  knowing  that  I  had  made  a  con- 
fiderable  prog  refs  to  the  eaflward, 

I  was  furprifed  at  not  being  able  to 
dilcover  the  fea  through  the  inter- 
val  of  the  clouds  :  I  was  about  to 
defcend  below  them  for  informa¬ 
tion,  when  I  difcovered  a  beauti¬ 
ful  meandring  river,  bearing  by  mv 
compafs  fouth-eaft  by-eafi,  and  by 
tracing  its  courfe,  difcovered  the 
termination  of  the  land  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  1  could  now  alio  perceive  the 
ocean  in  an  eaftern  direction,  the 
point  to  which  I  was  advancing  ;  it 
had  rather  an  opaque  than  a  lumi¬ 
nous  appearance  ;  and  judging  it 
not  to  be  very  defiant,  I  thought 
proper  to  defcend.  I  'opened  my 
valve,  which  acted  very  well,  and 
by  keeping  it  open  fome  little  time, 
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found  the  furface  of  the  mercury 
become  convex  and  light  ;  downy 
feathers  which  had  hitherto  de¬ 
scended,  began  to  take  a  contrary 
direction.  My  defeent  was  gra¬ 
dual.  I  foon  after  alighted  on  a 
fmall  piece  of  ground  at  Earl  So- 
ham,  in  this  comity,  without  in¬ 
jury  to  myfelf  or  balloon. 

u  I  was  very  hofpitably  receiv¬ 
ed  by  major  Dade,  who  lives  in 
that  neighbourhood,  and  found  my 
dillance  from  Bury  to  be  28  miles, 
having  been  in  the  air  one  hour  and 
eleven  minutes. ” 

24.  The  feffions  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley,  which  began  on  the  19th,  end¬ 
ed  this  day,  when  3  2  perfons  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death,  viz.  Wil¬ 
liam  Vandeput,  James  Beaman, 
Francis  Storer,  and  Daniel  Eaft,  for 
breaking  into  the  dwelling-houfe 
and  warehoufe  of  Lewis  Teffier, 
efq.  of  Old  Broad-ftreet,  and  deal¬ 
ing  a  bale  of  iilk,  value  upwards  of 
200I ;  William  Smith,  and  James 
Nefbitt,  for  other  burglaries ; 
George  Manning  alias  Francis  Hill, 
for  ho ufe -breaking  ;  William  Pow- 
ley,  and  John  Davis,  for  horfe- 
ftealing ;  John  Ifaac,  for  a  high¬ 
way  robbery ;  William  Shergold, 
and  Edward  P  re  don,  for  flreet-rob- 
beries. 

Jamaica ,  Sept.  10.  This  idand 
has  been  again  viiited  by  a  hurri¬ 
cane  equally  violent,  of  much  long¬ 
er  duration,  and,  it  is  feared,  much 
more  general  than  that  of  lad  year. 
It  commenced  about  dx  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  Saturday  the  27th  ult.  and 
continued,  with  very  little  inter- 
million,  during  the  greated  part  of 
the  night.  The  damage  luftained 
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by  the  inhabitant's  has  been  im~ 
menfe,  and  mud  be  the  more  fe- 
verely  felt  by  them,  as  they  had 
not  recovered  the  heavy  lolfes  oc* 
caiioned  by  the  lad.  The  iiland 


was  fortunately  full  of  provifions, 
which  were  felling  at  a  low  price  ; 
and,  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
them,  an  embargo  has  been  laid 
upon  the  fliipping  for  fix  weeks. 
Pond.  Gazette . 

2  5.  By  the  lad  advices  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  which  arrived  on  the 
19th  indant  over-land,  there  is  an 
account  of  a  battle  fought  in  the 
My  fore  country,  between  Tippoo 
Saih  and  the  Marattas,  in  which  the 
latter  obtained  a  complete  victory  ; 
and  Tippoo  was  near  being  taken 
prifoner,  having  lod  his  camp  equi¬ 
page,  and  mod  of  his  artillery.  It 
does  not  appear  that  any  European 
auxiliaries  fought  on  either  fide. 

By  the  above  packet,  advice  was 
received  of  a  duel  fought  between 
fir  William  Murray  and  iieut.  Gil¬ 
bert  Waugh  of  the  73d  regiment, 
on  the  2 ill  of  October,  1784,  in. 
which  the  latter  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  died  three  days  af¬ 
ter,  greatly  regretted. 

26.  Recent  advices  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  mention,  that  Dr.  Franklin 
arrived  in  that  city  on  the  1  5th  of 
September  (See page  32.}  He  was 
received  with  tears  of  joy,  and  ac¬ 
companied  to  his  houle  by  all  the 
members  of  Oongrefs,  amid  the  ac¬ 
clamations  of  the  citizens  of  all 
ranks,  who  poured  forth  their  pray¬ 
ers  for  his  prefervation.  Mr.  Hen¬ 
don,  who  wrote  the  account  of  his 
arrival,  lays,  he  never  faw  fo  af¬ 
fecting  a  feene.  All  the  people 
fhouted,  “  Liberty !”  He  was  ad- 
dreded  by  the  General  Affembly, 
that  was  then  fitting ;  and  after¬ 
wards  by  all  orders  of  men  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia.  See  Public  Papers . 

By  the  United  States  in  Con- 
grefs  affembled,  Sept.  13,  Refolved, 
that  for  the  fervices  of  the  prefen  % 
year,  it  will  be  necedary  that  three 
millions  of  dollars,  in  addition  to 

649,880 
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649,880  already  voted,  be  paid  into 
the  common  treasury,  011  or  before 
the  firft  of  May  next. 

As  a  motive  for  the  ch earful  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  fum  now  called  for,  as 
well  as  of  the  arrearages  on  that  of 
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April  27,  1784,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  hates  be  re¬ 
minded  that  conyrefs  have  palled  an 
ordinance  for  the  furvey  and  laleof 
the  we  hern  territory  of  the  united 
hates,  and  that  the  proceeds  there¬ 
of  will  be  applied  as  a  finking  fund 
to  extingu'ifli  the  domeflic  debt. 
Future  requifitions.  for  intereft  on 
the  dome  flic  debt  will  therefore  be 
reduced  in  proportion  as  this  fund 
may  be  rendered  productive. 

Relolved,  That  congrefs  agree 
to  the  laid  report. 

27,  The  Medical  Theatre  of  the 
London  Hofpital  was  opened  in 
form  by  four  introductory  orations. 

1.  By  Dr.  Harwood,  on  the  uti¬ 
lity  of  phyiic  in  general. 

2.  By  Dr.  Healde,  on  the  firft 
principles  of  the  fcience,  and  on  the 
liberal  practice  of  it.  in  oppofition 
to  quackeries,  of  which  he  oppofed 
the  danger.. 

3.  By  Dr.  Haddock  on  the  par¬ 
ticular  excellence  of  the  inftitution 
of  the  London  Hofpital.  And, 

4.  By  Mr.  Blizard,  furgeon  of 
the  hofpital,  who  enlarged  on  the 
numerous  benefits  which  could  not 
fail  to  refult  from  the  maturity  of 
the  prefent  plan  ;  a  plan  conceived 
in  benevolence,  executed  on  the 
moft  eligible  plan,  and  lettled,  he 
trufted,  011  the  molt  folid  balls  ;  an 
illultrio-us  monument  to  the  fenfi- 
bility  and  munificence  of  Englifti- 
men. 

29.  A  man  palled  under  a  long- 
examination  before  the  aldermen 
Plomer  and  Le  Mefurier,  charged 
with  defrauding  an  elderly  gentle¬ 
man  of  5  5 1.  in  calli,  and  a  bank- 
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note  of  20I.  It  appeared  that  the 
profecutor  went  into  a  public-houie 
where  the  pnfoner  was,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  in  liquor  ;  that  a  man 
laid  to  the  profecutor  privately,  that 
the  pnfoner  was  a  man  of  fortune, 
but  loved  play:  that  he  loft  23 
guineas  at  one  game,  and  that  he 
might  as  well  have  fome  of  his  mo¬ 
ney  as  another  ;  accordingly  they' 
fat  down  to  play,  and  the  pnfoner 
won  the  above  fum.  Mr.  Garrow 
was  counfel  for  the  prifoner,  and 
laid,  he  had  done  nothing  but  what 
the  law  would  justify  ;  that  the 
profecutor,  fuppofmg  the  prifoner 
in  liquor,  thought  to  take  an  ad¬ 
vantage,  thinking  him  not  in  a 
condition  to  play;  and  it  did  not 
appear  but  that  the  prifoner  played 
fair  ;  therefore  he  was  not  only  en¬ 
titled  to  be  difmifled,  but  alfo  to  the 
75I.  Accordingly  he  was  difmifTect, 
and  the  cafli  and  bank-note  were 
delivered  to  him. 

30.  In  the  courfe  of  this  month 
came  on  a  queftion  in  the  court  of 
King’s  bench,  whether  a  certificate 
taken,  out  on  the  laft  Game  Act 
went  any  way  towards  indemnify¬ 
ing  the  poffelfor  from  the  penalties 
of  former  a£fs  ?  The  court  were 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  it  did  not ; 
the  laft  act  being  intended  merely 
to  raife  a  tax  upon  qualified  per- 
fons  in  their  exercife  of  the  fportf- 
rn  an's  right. 

N  O  V  E  M  B  E  R. 

Copenhagen ,  O cl.  22 .  The  here¬ 
ditary  prince  of  Denmark  received 
this  day  the  Englifli  yacht,  which 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  his  uncle, 
prefented  to  him.  The  beauty  of 
it  is  much  admired.  The  captain 
who  conducted  the  yacht,  and  de¬ 
livered  it.  to  the  prince,  has  been 
received  at  court  with  great  diftinc- 
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tion.  He  has  received  a  prefent  of 
a  gold  {huff-box,  enriched  with 
brilliants,  ornamented  with  the  por¬ 
trait  of  the  prince-royal,  filled  with 
a  thou  find  ducats. 

1.  William  Marrow,  formerly 
a  clerk  of  Meffrs.  Drummond,  and 
who  was  convicted,  laid  October,  ot 
healing  a  bag  of  money,  containing 
ioool.  their  property,  has  received 
a  pardon  on  condition  of  being 
trail  (ported  to  the  Bay  of  Hondu¬ 
ras  for  life.  See  <vol,  v.  p.  70,  74, 
and  106. 

2.  Capt.  Mackenzie,  who,  in 
December  laid,  was  convinc’d  of 
fhooting  off  one  of  bis  men  from 
the  mouth  of  a  camion  (Sec  vol,  v. 
p.  99,)  has  received  his  majefty’s 
pardon  ;  but  he  is  hill  detained  in 
Newgate,  and  it  is  expended  will  be 
tried  at  the  next  Admiralty  feilions, 
for  piracy,  in  cutting  out,  from 
under  the  guns  of  a  Dutch  fort,  on 
the  coah  of  Africa,  a  Portuguele 
fliip,  with  Dutch  colours,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  a  complaint  has 
been  laid  again  ft  him  by  the  Portu- 
guefe  am  ball  ado  r.  Government 
detains  u,oool.  worth  ot  his  gold 
duh  till  he  gives  an  account  of  the 
King’s  flares,  which  were  intruded 
to  his  care.  His  father  has  died 
fin.ce  his  confinement,  and  lett  him 
an  ehate  of  near  500I.  a  year  ;  but 
it  is  thought  he  will  not  b$  able  to 
make  any  thing  of  it,  it  being  mort¬ 
gaged  for  a  coniiderable  fum. 

—  Lad  Friday  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  robbery  was  committed  on 
the  perfon  of  Mr.  Mack  ay,  an  up-, 
holfderer,  in  Piccadilly.  It  fee  ms 
that  a  gentleman  had  left  an  annuity 
of  31I.  10s.  perann.  (for  a  term  of 
years)  to  a  woman  named  Mary 
Barbara  Maekay,  the  wife  of  Lewis 
de  Chameron,  faid  to  be  formerly 
an  officer  in  the  French  fervice. 
Mr.  Maekay,  wNho  was  a  trufdee 
Wilder  the  will,  had  frequent  ap¬ 


plications  from  this-  woman  to  affifl 
her  with  money  in  advance  on  ac¬ 
count  of  her  annuity.  He  had  ac¬ 
tually  advanced  her  $ol.  and  re¬ 
peatedly  p  relied  her  for  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  it.  On  Friday  morning 
fhe  called  on  him,  with  the  infor¬ 
mation  that  it  was  then  in  her  pow¬ 
er  to  repay  the  money,  if  he  would 
accompany  her  to  her  houfe  at 
Walworth.  Mr.  Maekay  fet  out 
with  her  at  nine  o’clock,  and,  on 
coming  to  the  houfe,  they  veers 
both  let  in  by  De  Chameron.  Mr. 
Maekay  was  de  fired  to  walk  up 
flairs  into  the  dining-room,  when 
De  Chameron,  after  a  few  minutes 
converfation,  produced  a  large  knife 
and  a  pair  of  pidols,  with  which 
he  menaced  him  with  inftant  death, 
if  he  offered  to  cry  out  or  alarm  the 
neighbours,  or  did  not  lower  his 
voice.  He  then  demanded  his  im¬ 
mediately  writing  an  order  on  his 
bankers  (Meff.  Drummond)  for  300 
guineas,  and  was  very  p reding  that 
it  fliould  be  written  in  his  cuitoma- 
ry  manner  of  drawing  drafts,  for 
if  the  money  was  not  produced, 
inftant  death  (lion Id  be  the  confe- 
quence.  The  draft  was  written 
by  Mr.  Maekay,  and  Mrs.  De  Cha¬ 
meron  was  diipatched  with  it.  On 
her  return  the  villain  produced  45I. 
in  cafh,  and  270I.  in  bank-notes,  to 
Mr.  Maekay,  and  told  him  there 
was  the  money.  He  then  inti  Fed 
on  his  drawing  another  draft  on 
Mr.  Walpole,  the  banker,  where 
the  money  was  kept  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  annuity.  This  Mr. 
Maekay  refilled,  Fating  that  he 
would  fubinit  to  death  rather  than 
do  it.  Finding  he  was  fixed  in  his 
determination,  the  villain  ceafed 
importuning  him.  Fie  then  bored 
holes  in  the  wainfeot  of  the  room, 
and,  palling  ropes  through  them, 
compelled  Mr.  Maekay  to  lit  down 
on  the  floor,  to  which  he  botmd 
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him,  having  fir  ft  tied  his  hands  be¬ 
hind  him.  Previous  to  his  leaving' 

•  -4  O 

Mr.  Mackay,  he  informed  him, 
that  in  the  corner  cupboard  was 
placed  a  barrel  of  g  un -powder,  and 
that,  in  order  to  prevent  his  en¬ 
deavouring  to  purfue  him  in  his 
flight,  he  had  placed  ropes  to  each 
of  the  windows,  which  had  a  com¬ 
munication  with  a  loaded  and  cock¬ 
ed  piftol  pointing  into  the  powder, 
and  that  the  inftant  either  of  the 
windows  was  touched  or  opened, 
the  powder  would  go  off  and  blow 
the  houfe  up.  Mr.  Mackay  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  houfe,  bound  in  this 
manner,  till  five  in  the  afternoon, 
before  he  could  make  any  perfon 
bear,  the  houfe  being  empty,  and 
only  taken  for  that  purpofe.  By 
the  help  of  a  ladder  fome  people 
got  into  the  window,  and  releafed 
him.  Sec  Nov .  27. 

—  Lieutenant-general  fir  Ro¬ 
bert  Boyd  has  obtained  his  majefty’s 
jpermiffion  to  wear  the  victorious 
word  Gibraltar  on  the  colours 
of  his  regiment,  as  an  honourable 
diftindtion  for  the  important  fervices 
of  that  gallant  officer  and  his  corps, 
during  the  memorable  fiege  of  that 
important  fortrefs. 

—  On  Tuefday  the  lord  mayor 
gave  an  elegant  entertainment  at  the 
Manfion-houfe  to  the  members  of 
the  Royal  Academy ;  at  which 
were  prefent  the  marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  fir  jofliua  Reynolds,  fir 
William  Chambers,  alderman  Boy- 
dell,  rev.  Mr.  Peters,  Mefirs.  Ba¬ 
con,  Barry,  Burch,  Carlini,  Cat- 
ton,  Chamberlin,  Cofway,  Dance, 
De  Loutherbourg,  Meyer,  New¬ 
ton,  Nollekins,  Richards,  Rigaud, 
Sanby,  Serres,  Tyler,  Weft,  Til¬ 
ton,  and  Millar,  Mr.  Dalton,  the 
king’s  librarian,  and  feveral  gen¬ 
tlemen  belonging  to  the  choir  of 
St.  Paul’s,  who  inthecourfe  of  the 
evening-  added  much  to  the  convi- 


viality  of  the  meeting,  by  finging 
Tome  of  the  mod  favourite  catches 
and  glees.  The  company  were 
highly  pleafed  with  the  relpeCl  his 
lordfhip  had  thus  (hewn  to  the  lifter 
arts,  painting  and  mulic.  This  was 
the  firft:  time  that  the  art  ills,  as 
fuch,  were  honoured  with  an  en¬ 
tertainment  at  the  Manfion-houfe, 
though  we  hope,  for  the  credit  of 
the  city  of  London,  it  will  not  be 
the  laft.  The  example  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  lord-mayor  is  a  pattern  for  his 
fuccelfors.  It  is  this  relpedt  and 
encouragement  to  genius  from  the 
firft  city  in  the  world  wrhich  will 
enable  that  city,  in  arts  as  well  as 
commerce,  to  boaft  the  preemi¬ 
nence. 

—  The  recorder  made  his  re¬ 
port  of  22  convidts  under  fentence 
of  death  in  Newgate,  (See  page  69.) 
when  the  following  were  ordered 
for  execution,  viz.  James  Rowe, 
John  Hayes,  George  Reynolds, 
William  Barnes,  Richard  Silvefter 
alias  Jack  the  Gardener,  Amos 
Rowfell,  James  Mofdeil,  James 
Lewis,  Jofeph  Banning,  Wiliam 
Moore,  Thomas  Browning,  Tho¬ 
mas  Winderbank,  John  Afhbourn, 
Jofeph  Wood,  Benjamin  Howell, 
and  William  Beer. 

Philadelphia ,  Aug .  26.  Captain 
Alexander  Stewart,  of  the  brig  De¬ 
light,  which  was  laid  to  have  foun¬ 
dered  at  fea  on  the  2 2d  of  June  laft, 
on  her  paflage  to  St.  Pierre’s,  Mar¬ 
tinique,  to  Providence,  in  Rhode 
Ifland,  is  fafe  arrived  at  Baltimore. 
He  gives  an  account,  that  the  brig 
fprung  a  leak  on  the  day  above  men¬ 
tioned,  which  increafed  fo  faff,  that 
he  and  the  crew  (confifting  of  13 
men  and  one  woman)  took  to  the 
boat,  and  in  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  after  they  left  the  veil'd,  flie 
went  down,  in  lat,  31.  30.  N.  Ion. 
72.  2  W.  They  were  eleven  days 
in  the  boat  without  water  \  on  th<? 
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3  ith  day  they  were  taken  up  by  the 
humane  captain  fames  Smith,  ot 
the  brig  Friendfhip,  from  Salta 
Tuda  to  Richmond,  where  they 
arrived  in  this  weak  condition. 

On  the  9th  of  July  the  fhip  Fal¬ 
las,  commanded  by  captain  O'Don- 
nel,  arrived  at  Baltimore  from  Chi¬ 
na  ;  Hie  left  Macao,  in  Canton*  the 
.^oth  of  January  laft.  Her  cargo  is 
exceedingly  valuable,  and  con  fills 
of  every  lpecies  of  tea  in  the  high  ell 
prefervation  ;  china,  filks,  fatins, 
gauzes,  velvets,  umbrellas,  paper- 
hangings,  and  a  profufion  of  Ori¬ 
ental  productions,  well  adapted  to 
the  American  markets,  and  for 
which  no  other  price  was  paid  than 
American  produce. 

JPew^Forky  -dug.  1 3 .  W  e  are 
informed  from  Pouefhkeeofie,  that 
a  few  days  ago  two  lads  at  a  lchool 
in  that  place,  differing  in  refpeCt  to 
their  exercife,  determined  on  a  re¬ 
ference  to  their  mailer,  who  decided 
in  favour  of  the  junior,  which  fo 
much  irritated  the  fenior,  that  when 
the  fcholars  were  dilinifTed,  he  feized 
his  competitor,  threw  him  on  the 
ground,  and  trampled  him  to  death. 

4.  A  common-hail  affembled,  for 
the  purpofe  of  coming  to  fome  re- 
folutions  with  r  dp  eel  to  the  Flop- 
tax. 

The  lord  mayor  came  forward, 
and  explained  to  the  livery  the  pur- 
pole  for  which  they  were  called  to¬ 
gether,  and  hoped  they  would  be¬ 
have  with  firmnels  ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  with  temper* 

Alderman  Skinner  brought  for¬ 
ward  feme  refolutions,  which,  he 
faid,  were  drawn  up  with  lpirir, 
and  in  terms  tlriCtly  legal.  The  bur¬ 
thens  impofed  on  the  -citizens  of 
London  were  grievous.  He  had 
examined  the  books  of  two  wards, 
Alderlgate  and  Qneenhithe  ;  in  the 
former,  the  taxes  of  the  houfes, 
irom  70I.  a  ye#-  to  200L  amoiint 
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to  133.  in  the  pound  ;  in  the  latter* 
to  iosi  in  the  pound.  He  then 
gave  the  refolutions  to  be  read,  all 
of  which  were  unahimoufly  agreed 
to.  The  aldermen  prefeiit  expreiie'd 
their  abhorrence  of  the  tax  ;  and 
thanks  being  voted  to  the  lord 
mayor,  and  to  thole  members  pi  e- 
fent  who  had  oppofed  it  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  hall  broke  up  in  perfect 
good  humour.  See  Public  Papers. 

7.  A  motion  was  made  in  th£ 
court  of  king’s  bench  to  let  aiide  a 
verdiCl,  on  an  affidavit  of  two  of 
the  jurors*  Hating,  that  the  jury, 
not  being  able  to  agree  upon  their 
verdiCt*  and  there  being  lix  tor  the 
plaintiff*  and  lix  for  the  defendant* 
tolled  up,  when  the  plaintiff’s 
friends  won.  It  was  owned,  that 
the  verdiCt  coincided  with  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  court.  Lord  Mansfield 
a  Iked,  It  there  was  any  ground  of 
objection  again  ft  the  verdict  f  The 
counfel  anfwered,  None  ;  but  that 
a  verdiCt  had  been  formerly  let  a- 
lide,  on  a  like  plea*  as  reported  by 
fir  [.  Hawkins.  Lord  Mansfield 
obferved,  that  the  cafes  were  dif¬ 
ferent  ;  in  the  former  cafe,  the  a  tiff 
davit  was  made  by  the  bailiff,  who 
had  locked  the  jury  in,  and  law 
them  through  the  window  ;  and  not 
upon  the  affidavit  of  the  jurors. 

A  law  correfpondent  obferves* 
that  had  the  affidavit  of  the  jurors 
been  admitted,  the  jury  would  hav£ 
been  liable  to  a  trial  of  attaint. 

Florence ,  OP.  22.  Letters  froM 
Rome  mention,  that  feveral  Flocks 
of  earthquakes  have  been  felt  in 
that  city  and  its  environs*  though 
no  damage  happened  to  the  build* 
ings  there  ;  but  that  many  houles 
and  churches  have  been  confider* 
ably  injured  at  Kami,  Spolcto,  Ri* 
eti,  and  Terni.  Land*  Gaz. 

Leghorn *  OP.  11.  Freni  the  lit¬ 
tle  town  of  Azeylaon  we  are  in¬ 
formed  of  a  rare  inftanee  of  the  old 
( P )  age 
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age  of  a  married  couple  ;  the  huf- 
band  is  ftill  living',  aged  120 years; 
his  name  is  Jofeph  Rodriguez  :  his 
wife  Jofepha  There  fa  died  on  the 
2 2d  of  laft  Auguft,  aged  no  years 
and  1  3  days. 

ro.  The  fixteen  malefadors  laft 
ordered  for  execution  (  fee  p»  80.) 
and  alfo  John  Lloyd  alias  Jones, 
for  horfe-ftealing,  and  James  Con¬ 
nell,  for  houlebreaking,  who  were 
both  Gonvi&ed  at  the  fame  fef> 
lions  ( fee  p.  69.)  were  executed 
before  Newgate. 

—  Mr.  Arkwright  applied  to  the 
court  of  king’s  bench  to  obtain  a 
new  trial.  The  court  were  unani- 
moufty  of  opinion,  that  there  was 
not  a  colour  of  ground  for  a  new 
trial,  and  refuted  to  grant  a  rule  to 
fliew  caufe.  See  p-  40. 

11.  At  a  late  hunt  at  Fontain- 
bleau,  the  duke  de  Bourbon,  foil  of 
the  prince  of  Conde,  was  in  the 
moil  imminent  danger  of  his  life. 
A  furious  boar  having  attacked  his 
horfe,  his  R.  H.  the  comte  d’Ar- 
tois,  feeing  the  perilous  fttuation  of 
his  friend,  nimbly  alighted,  and 
courageoufly  attacked  and  .killed  the 
boar,  whole  fangs  muft  have  proved 
fatal  to  the  duke,  had  it  not  been 
for  this  timely  refcue. 

GlaJgewyNov.  3.  Monday,  morn¬ 
ing,  about  three  o’clock,  the  peo¬ 
ple  inhabiting  the  houfes  on  the 
bank  of  the  Molendinar  Bourn, 
which  runs  through  Glafgow,  were 
greatly  alarmed  by  the  fudden  and 
great  rife  of  the  water  in  that  brook. 
The  north  bank  of  the  Monkland 
canal  at  Blochairn,  about  a  mile 
eaft  from  the  bafon,  burft,  and 
poured  forth  a  torrent  of  water  into 
the  bourn,  that  carried  every  thing 
before  it  5,  the  mill-dam  at  the  High 
Church  was  levelled  w’th  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  brook  ;  the  water  was 
from  two  to  three  feet  deep  in  the 
people’s  houfes  at  the  foot  of  the 


Havannah  ftreet,  and  the  New  Ven- 
nal,  and  approaching  their  beds, 
which  wakened  them  ;  the  cries  of 
thole  in  danger  roufed  the  people 
who  were  in  fafety,  but  how  to  give 
them  relief,  they  knew  not ;  a  dark 
morning,  the  water  continuing  to 
rife,  and  coming  from  a  place  that 
did  not  occur  to  them,  they  were 
ftupefied,  and  expended  nothing  elfe 
but  the  deftrudtion  of  many  of  their 
neighbours.  Happily  at  that  time, 
part  of  the  college  garden-wall,  at 
the  foot  of  the  New  Vennal,  burft 
down,  and  gave  relief  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  but  what  gave  relief  to  them, 
proved  almoft  death  to  the  people  in 
the  Spoutmouth  :  the  arches  of  the 
various  bridges  there  were  too  nar¬ 
row  for  fuch  a  body  of  water,  and 
the  channel  of  the  bourn  being  con¬ 
fined  by  the  houfes  on  each  fide,  in 
palling  through  the  Gallowgate, 
the  bridges  father  became  dams 
than  paftages  for  it,  and  in  many 
houfes  it  was  fix  feet  deep.  The 
confufion  attending'  fo  alarming  a 
iituation,  was  beyond  defeription. 
Floors  were  cut  to  lift  the  people 
from  the  ground  ftories,  to  prevent 
their  being  drowned.  Mothers, 
with  their  helplefs  infants,  wading 
out  of  their  houfes  in  the  dark,  un¬ 
certain  where  they  were  going. 
Others,  willing  to  give  affiftance, 
knew  not  how  to  approach  with 
fafety  to  themfelves  ;  while  fome, 
more  intrepid,  dallied  into  the  flood, 
and  brought  the  old  and  infirm  to 
places  of  fafety.  The  water  rufhed 
out  of  the  doles  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  Gallowgate,  and  ran  over 
the  top  of  the  fide  walls  of  the 
bridge  in  that  flreet,  when  it  was  at 
the  higheft  ;  fo  that  many  houfes 
were  under  water,,  that  ufed  not  to 
be  fubjebted  to  that  inconvenience 
before,  in  the  higheft  floods.  By 
feven  o’clock,  the  water  from  the 
canal  was  moftly  run  out ;  but  the 
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river  Clvde  began  to  fwell  from  the 
heavy  rain  that  fell  on  Sunday 
night,  and  dammed  back  the  bourn 
as  on  former  occafions.  By  eleven 
in  the  forenoon,  moil  part  of  the 
bridge  g-ate  was  under  water  by  the 
river  riling  fo  rapidly  ;  but  it  fell 
in  the  afternoon.  Notwithftanding 
the  imminent  danger  in  which  many 
people  were  of  being  drowned,  we 
are  happy  we  can  fay,  that  no  lives 
were  loft. 

Naples ,  051,  it.  A  band  of  rob¬ 
bers,  of  a  lingular  character,  lately 
difcovered,  are  the  1  object  of  ge¬ 
neral  converfation.  They  are  fifty 
in  number,  of  whom  feveral  are  in 
cuftody,  and  fearch  is  making  after 
the  relf.  They  formed  themfelves 
into  an  alfociation,  according  to 
which  they  were  to  have  a  common 
property  in  all  their  ftolen  effects. 
It  was  their  practice  to  difpofe  of 
the  jewels  and  gold  and  lilver  they 
had  plundered,  to  foreigners,  in  ex¬ 
change  for  filks  and  other  merchan- 
dife,  which  they  fold  to  the  fhop- 
keepers.  Seven  of  thefe  villains 
difperfed  themfelves  in  the  city  as 
domeftics  in  rich  families  ;  and  af¬ 
ter  finding  where  the  valuables  were 
depofited,  caufed  them  to  be  ftolen 
by  their  accomplices,  to  whom  they 
gave  admittance  to  the  houfes,  O- 
thers  attended  gaming-tables,  and, 
following  into  the  ftreets  filch  ad¬ 
venturers  as  had  been  fuccelsful, 
defpoiled  them  of  their  gains.  One 
of  the  gang  being  taken  in  the  a 61 
of  committing  a  robbery,  obtained 
the  promife  of  pardon,  upon  giv¬ 
ing  information  againft  his  accom¬ 
plices. 

Eajl-Grhijlcad Non],  T4.  That 
ftately  building,  the  tower  of  our 
parifti  church,  was  rebuilt  in  1684 
(the  old  one  having  been  burnt 
down  by  lightning  in  1683)  ;  but 
had  for  fome  years  paft  been  in  a 
ftate  of  decay,  owing  to  the  want. 
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of  judgment  in  the  architedf,  bad 
workrnanfhip,  and  worfe  materials. 
Within  this  twelvemonth  it  haften- 
ed  very  rapidly  to  its  diliblution,  by 
fhewing  a  large  crack  at  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  north-eaft  angle,  which 
paffed  through  the  ftone  ftair-caie 
contained  in  that  angle,  and  which 
led  to  the  top  of  the  tower  by  wind¬ 
ing  fteps.  A  large  part  of  the  out- 
fide  of  the  foundation  of  that  an¬ 
gle  had  at  feveral  times  fallen  down, 
which  difcovered  the  badnefs  of  the 
materials,  be  ng  nothing  but  a  cafe 
of  ftone  filled  up  w  th  rubbifh,  and 
that  ftone  very  indifferent.  The 
bells,  which  were  fix,  and  very 
heavy,  and  hung  in  the  third  loft, 
had  not  been  rung  for  fome  time 
pad,  as  it  was  obferved  they  ftiook 
the  tower  very  much. 

On  Saturday  the  12th  inftant,  a 
very  coniiderabie  quantity  of  ftone 
fell  from  the  north-weft  angle,  fome 
diftance  up  the  tower  ;  this  brought 
near  an  hundred  perfons  into  the 
church-yard.  The  fiones kept  con¬ 
tinually  falling,  and  many  of  them, 
from  the  violent preftiire,  flew  from 
the  foundation  to  a  coniiderabie  di¬ 
ftance,  as  if  thrown  from  an  en¬ 
gine  ;  when  another  large  parcel  of 
ftone  fell  from  the  lame  angle,  and 
raifed  a  great  drift,  which  ferved  as 
a  warning  to  the  lpedfators  to  keep 
at  a  greater  diftance.  The  grand 
crack  was  then  obferved  to  run  very 
faft  up  the  tower,  and  about  aquar- 
ter  of  an  hour  before  two  o’clock, 
it  gave  fome  dreadful  cracks,  and 
fiones  were  heard  to  fall  withinfide  ; 
when  the  tower  immediately  di¬ 
vided  north  and  fouth  at  the  top, 
and  the  north-weft  mi norct tottered 
for  fome  feconds,  which,  together 
with  the  fouth- weft  and  fouth-eaft' 
minorets,  fell  down  almoft  perpen¬ 
dicularly.  The  north-eaft  minoret 
immediately  followed ;  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  fell  on  the  roof  of  the 
(F  2)  church, 
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•church,  and  driving  one  pair  of 
rafters  again  ft  another,  beat  down 
three  pillars  out  of  the  four,  and 
with  fome  large  ftones  which,  fell 
from  the  fouth-eaft  angle,  unroofed 
almoftall  the  north  and  middle  aides 
beyond  the  pulpit,  and  beat  down 
one  of  the  pillars  in  the  fouth  aide, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  roof  there 
alfo  mu  ft  be  taken  off ;  fo  that  it 
may  fairly  be  laid  two-thirds  of  the 
roof  are  deftroyed  by  the  fail  of  the 
north-eaft  minoret,  and  the  done 
from  the  fouth  -  e  aft  angle .  T h e  we  ft 
part  of  the  tower  linking  almoft 
perpendicularly,  the  ftones  did  not 
reach  fo  far  into  the  church  yard 
on  the  weft  and  fouth  fides  as  might 
have  been  expedled  ;  fo  that  none 
®f  the  houfes,  though  very  near, 
were  damaged,  and  providentially 
no  lives  loft,  though  fome  perfons 
had  been  both  in  the  church  and 
belfry  but  a  few  minutes  before, 
and  the  matter  and  fcholars  had  juft 
left  the  fchool-room,  which  was  ad¬ 
joining  to  the  tteeple,  and  was  alio 
deftroyed. 

The  tower,  being  very  large  and 
of  great  height,  fell  with  the  moft 
dreadful  noile,  and  fliook  the  earth 
to  a  very  confiderable  diftance  round 
the  town,  and  the  cloud  of  duft 
raifed  by  it  was  beyond  defeription, 
Inlbmuch  that  the  fpedtators  could 
not  diftinguifti  any  object  a  foot  di¬ 
stance  from  them.  Five  of  the  bells 
iay  on  the  top  of  the  rubbifli,  only 
covered  by  the  lead  of  the  roof,  but 
the  fourth  bell  was  buried  fome  di- 
Jftance,  and  has  fincebeen  dug  out. 
They  are  all  whole  to  appearance  ; 
but  whether  any  of  them  are  crack¬ 
ed,  cannot  be  determined  till  they 
are  hung  up  to  give  their  found. 
This  beautiful  tower  was  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  the  whole  country 
round  ! 

1 6.  The  Ariel  (loop  of  War, 
lately  arrived  at  Spithead  from  Ja¬ 


maica,  from  whence  (lie  took  her 
departure  on  the  i  2th  of  September, 
on  entering  the  Windward  Paftave, 
met  with  fo  violent  a  gale,  accom¬ 
panied  with  thick  rain,  thunder, 
and  lightning,  which  continued 
with  unremitting  violence  from  the 
20th  till  the  2 2d,  that  the  crew  not 
only  loft  all  command  of  the  fhip, 
but  all  poflibility  of  knowing  where 
file  was,  till  about  one  in  the  morn* 
ing  of  the  23d,  by  a  flafti  of  light¬ 
ning,  they  caught  a  glimpfe  of 
Magagnana  one  mile  under  her  lee, 
and  by  that  circumftance  were  pro¬ 
videntially  faved. 

Dublin ,  Nov,  10.  Monday  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  occurrence  was  brought 
before  one  of  the  Courts,  which  ex¬ 
cited  fome  degree  of  curiolity.  The 
gaoler  of  Maryborough,  in  Queen’s 
Countv,  having  efcorted  four  debt¬ 
ors  to  this  city,  in  order  to  be  lodg¬ 
ed  in  the  Four  Courts  Marflialfea* 
he  was  arrefted  in  Caftle-ftreet,  on 
his  wav  to  the  Courts.  He  inform**, 
ed  the  bailiffs  of  his  fttuation,  in 
refpeft  to  his  four  prifoners,  but  all 
expoftuiation  was  in  vain.  He, was 
hurried  away  to  a  fponging-houfe, 
while  the  nimble  gentlemen,  over 
whom  he  reckoned  himfelf  charge 
d’affaires,  made  their  efcape,  per¬ 
haps  never  to  be  caught  again.  Ir. 
fince  appears  that  they  cunningly 
planned  this  arreft,  in  order  to  ef¬ 
fect  their  freedom.  The  man  is 
kept  in  cuftody  until  he  can  be  dif- 
charged  by  law. 

17.  On  Saturday  evening  laft  a- 
bout  dufk,  as  captain  Gore,  of  the 
Naflau  Eaft-Indiaman,  with  his  wife 
and  daughter,  were  returning  to 
town  from  Dartmouth,  they  were 
flopped  by  two  men  and  robbed  a- 
breaft  of  Greenwich  Park  wall. 
Captain  Gore  had  previoufly  p:«ki 
the  chaife,  on  an  apprchenlion  of 
being  robbed,  and  had  only  thirc 
teen  or  fourteen  (hillings  left  in  his 
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pocket  ;  but  after  this  they  had  not 
proceeded  much  farther,  when  they 
were  hopped  a  fecond  time  by  eight 
armed  men.  In  vain  did  captain 
Gore  declare,  he  had  been  already 
robbed ;  the  villains  telling-  him 
that  was  impoffible,  as  their  friends 
only  were  on  the  road,  who,  if  he 
had  fpoke  truth,  would  have  fur-, 
nifned  him  with  the  watch  word  ; 
another  fearch  therefore  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  be  fubmitted  to,  when  the 
favage  milcreants,  with  pihols  at 
the  ladies  heads,  rifled  them  even 
®f  their  handkerchiefs.  All  this 
happened  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
G  reen  Man,  where  captain  Gore 
and  his  family  prudently  lay  all 
night,  and  proceeded  next  morning 
tor  London. 

18.  The  court  of  king’s  bench 
gave  judgment  in  the  long  litigated 
cafe  of  Parker  v  erf  us  Wells,  which 
was  an  addon  brought  by  Mr.  John 
Dewy  Parker,  of  Caftiai  Iton,  in 
Surry,  again  ft  a  meflenger  of  bank¬ 
rupts,  to  determine  the  validity  of 
a  com  million  of  bankrupts  fued  out 
again!!  Mr.  Parker,  who  having  a 
leafe  of  a  farm  of  800  acres  from 
the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  had 
made  bricks  for  fale  of  the  foil  of 
one  of  the  fields.  The  commifiion 
was  againff  him  as  a  brickmaker. 
The  caufe,  which  was  originally  in 
the  common  pleas,  was  tried  at 
Guildhall,  when  the  jury  found  a 
fpecial  verdict,  Hating,  that  Mr. 
Parker  had  fo  made  bricks  for  fale, 
and  lubject  to  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  upon  a 
point  of  law,  whether  fuch  brick- 
making  made  Mr.  Parker  liable  to 
the  bankrupt  laws  as  a  trader. 

After  the  cafe  had  been  folemnly 
arguedin  thccourt  of  common  pleas, 
the  court  were  unanimoully  of  opi? 
nion,  that  the  commifiion  would  not 
lie,  he  not  being  a  trader,  within 
$iie  meaning  of  tfie  bankrupt  laws, 


<c  The  creditors  brought  a  writ 
of  error  to  the  king’s  bench,  where 
the  cafe  again  underwent  a  folemn 
argument  of  counlel,  and  lord  Mans¬ 
field  delivered  the  unanimous  opi¬ 
nion  of  that  court,  that  Mr.  Parker 
was  to  all  intents  andpurpoles  with¬ 
in  the  bankrupt  laws,  and  the  judg«* 
ment  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
was  reverfed. 

—  A  caufe  came  on  before  the 
court  of  king’s  bench,  wherein  Wil¬ 
liam  Henley  was  plaintiff,  and  Mi¬ 
chael  Jacob,  of  Goodman’s  Fieldsg 
defendant.  It  was  an  adtion  brought 
to  recover  the  fum  of  78,0001.  on 
the  Hock-jobbing  a£L  The  plains 
tifPs  declaration  was  2506  fheets® 
It  came  on  by  motion  made  by  the 
plaintiff  for  time  to  enter  his  iffueg 
when  on  many  learned  arguments 
by  counfel  on  both  fides,  the  plain¬ 
tiff’s  bill  was  difeharged,  to  the  ia- 
tisfadlion  of  the  whole  court,  by 
Which  decilion  the  defendant  gained 
his  caufe,  and  the  plaintiff  was  non- 
fuffed. 

Madrid ,  Nov.  1.  Letters  from 
Carthagepa  in  South  America  give 
an  account  of  an  earthquake,  which 
was  felt  in  the  city  of  Santa-Fe  on 
the  1 2th  of  J uly  laH,  at  eight  in  the 
morning.  Two  churches  were  en¬ 
tirely  deHroyed,  and  many  public 
and  private  buildings  greatly  da* 
maged.  The  fhock  was  jjelt  in  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  of 
Yugativa,  Caxica,  and  others,  where 
the  churches  have  alfo  been  left  in 
ruins.  Fortunately  the  number  of 
lives  loH  appears  to  have  been  fmall. 
In  Santa-Fe  the  perfons  killed  a- 
mounted  only  to  fourteen. 

The  archbiHiop,  who  is  likewife 
viceroy  of  Santa-Fe,  has  made  over 
the  whole  revenues  of  his  diocefe 
for  the  relief  of  the  lufferers,  and 
has  received  on  this  occaiion  the 
thanks  of  his  catholic  majeffy, 
with  liberty  to  draw  frpm  the  royal 
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treafury  what  farther  affi  fiance  he 
jnay  judge  neceffary.  Land.  Gaz. 

Dublin ,  Nov.  19.  Yeilerday  a 
remarkable  caufe  was  tried  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  before  Mr. 
Baron  Metge.  An  attorr^ey  had 
taken,  from  motives  of  frienddup, 
a  young  gentleman  as  an  appren¬ 
tice,  but  by  the  indentures  the  lad 
was  to  find  himfelf  in  diet  and  lodg¬ 
ing.  However  the  mailer  fupplied 
him  with  thefe  for  five  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  a  quarrel  hap¬ 
pening  between  them,  the  mailer 
marked  a  writ  a  gain  ft  the  appren¬ 
tice  for  150!.  for  the  five  years  diet 
and  lodging,  and  hiad  him  arreffed 
and  imprifoned  for  that  fum  ;  but 
by  an  irregularity  in  the  proceed¬ 
ing,  the  apprentice  was  diicharged 
by  the  court  upon  a  common,  ap¬ 
pearance,  after  which  the  mailer 
difcon.tin.ued  his  ad  ion,  and  now  he 
filed  the  in  after  for  falfe  impriion- 
ment.  The  judge  told  the  jury, 
the  queftion  for  their  coniideration 
was,  merely  whether  the  mailer  had 
dieted  and  lodged  his  apprentice  as 
a  matter  of  favour,  or  through  an 
exp'edation  of  being  paid  for  it ;  if 
they  confidered  it  as  a  favour,  no 
fubfequent  quarrel  could  make,  it  a 
debt  ;  but  if  it  was  with  an  intent 
to  be  paid,  no  refentment  could 
make  the  imprifonment  appear  ma¬ 
licious.  After  fome  coniideration 
the  jury  found  a  verdid  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  twenty  pounds  da¬ 
mages  and  lix  pence  coil. 

22.  Captain  Griffith,  mailer  of 
the  fchooner  Dart,  failed  from  A- 
frica  the  ifl  of  April,  with  15,0 
flaves,  bound  to  Barbadoes,  But 
on  the  19th  of  April,  being  then  in 
lat.  188.  long.  35  N.  about  four 
Pf  M.  having  all  fail  fet,  they  were 
overtaken  with  a  fudden  fquall, 
which  overfet  the  veffel  in  an  in- 
flant.  Fortunately  all  the  white 


people  were  on  deck,  except  a  paf- 
fenger.  The  boat  was  wafhed  over¬ 
board,  which  they  got;  and  the 
captain,  mate,  and  ten  hands,  with 
one  Have,  got  into  her,  laved  four 
monkies,  and  about  fourteen  gal¬ 
lons  of  palm-oil,  but  neither  bread 
nor  water.  At  eight  A.  M.  they 
left  the  wreck,  with  feven  flaves  on 
her  fide  or  bottom. 

The  boat  was  but  fourteen  feet 
long,  fo  that  they  had  but  juft  room, 
to  lit  in  her,  being  thirteen  in  num¬ 
ber.  They  had  four,  oars  and  a  tar¬ 
paulin,  and  went  before  the  wind 
conflantly,  fometimes  half  full  of 
water.  In  nineteen  days  after  they 
had  left  the  wreck  they  had  fome 
rain,  -but  before  that  they  had  not 
a  drop  of  drink.  In  eleven  days 
more  they  made  the  land,  about 
Cape  North,  lat.  1.  40  N.  hut  had 
loft  the  mate  and  five  hands  with 
the  (lave,  who  were  unable  to  fup- 
port  themfelves  under  their  compli¬ 
cated  bufferings.  They  went  up  a 
river,  expecting  to  find  fome  inha¬ 
bitants,  but  did  not  meet  with  any. 
Here  they  remained  feven  days,  fub- 
fi fling  upon  fnakes,  fome  of  which 
were  fix  feet  long,  nfo,  &c.  They 
coafied  along,  and  in  28  days  more 
arrived  in  the  river  Wyapoake, 
which  made  65  days  from  their 
leaving  the  wreck,  and  the  fil'd; 
place  they  met  with  inhabited.  Here 
two  of  thefe  unhappy  men  died  ;  fo 
that  the  captain  and  three  hands 
only  furvived.  Thefe  were  well 
taken  care  of ;  being  clothed,  and 
every  other  neceffary  provided  for 
them,  they  were  font  to  Cayenne, 
and  put  in  the  hcfpital,  where  every 
..attention  was  paid  to  them.  The 
Dart  was  commanded  by  fames 
Haflenwhen  fbe  failed  from  Liver¬ 
pool,  but  •  who  died  on  the  coafl* 
She  belonged  to  Tarleton  and  Blacks 
ho ul merchants  in  Liverpool. 

23,  Ex* 
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23.  ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  a  paf 
fenger  on  board  the  Faithful  Stew¬ 
ard. ,  of  Londonderry ,  Connolly 
JSLCavfand ,  mafer ,  dated  Phila¬ 
delphia ■)  Sept.  1  7 . 
il  On  the  9th  day  of  July  laft  we 
failed  from  Londonderry,  having 
on  board  249  paffengers,  who  had 
■with  them  property  to  a  confider- 
able  amount.  We  had  a  favour¬ 
able  paiTage  until  the  night  of 
Thuriday  the  firftinftant,  when  at 
the  hour  of  ten  o’clock  it  was 
thought  advifeable  to  try  for  found¬ 
ings,  and  to  our  fu'rprife  we  found 
ourfelves  in  four  fathom  water, 
though  at  dark  there  was  not  the 
fmalleft  appearance  of  land.  The 
confternation  which  then  prevailed, 
is  eafier  conceived  than  defcribed  ; 
every  exertion  was  ruled  to  run  the 
velTel  off  fliore,  but  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  Ihe  ftruck  the  ground,  when 
it  was  found  neceffary  to  cut  away 
her  malts,  &c.  all  of  which  went 
overboard.  On  the  morning-  of  the 
fecond,  we  found  ourfelves  on  Mo- 
hoba  Bank,  near  Indian  river,  a- 
bout  four  leagues  to  the  fouthward 
of  Cape  Henlopen.  Every  effort 
was  made  to  fave  the  unhappy  fuf- 
ferers,  who  remained  on  the  wreck 
during  the  night,  although  diftant 
from  the  fhore  only  about  100  yards. 
The  fame  evening  die  went  to 
pieces. 

i 4  The  fea  running  extremely 
high,  the  boats  were  with  difficulty 
dilengaged  from  the  wreck  ;  but  be¬ 
fore  they  could  be  manned  they 
drifted  afliore  ;  therefore  all  relief 
was  cut  off  except  by  fwimming,  or 
getting  afhore  on  pieces  of  the 
wreck,  and  I  am  forry  to  add,  that 
of  the  above,  only  68  perfons  were 
faved,  among  which  were  the  ma¬ 
iler,  his  mates,  and  ten  feamen. 
During  the  courfe  of  the  day  the 
inhabitants  came  down  to  the  beach 
in  numbers,  and  ufed  every  means 


in  their  power  to  relieve  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  people  on  board,  among 
whom  were  about  100  women  and 
children,  of  which  only  feven  wo¬ 
men  were  faved.  Several  perfons 
who  efcaped.  from  the  wreck  a'e 
lince  dead  from  the  wounds  they  re¬ 
ceived,  and  others  are  miferably 
bruifed.” 

24.  On  Sunday  the  hottfekeep.er 
to  the  princefs  Amelia  Was  unfor¬ 
tunately  burned  to  death  at  Gun- 
nerlbury.  She  was  fitting  near  the 
fire  in  one  of  the  rooms,  when  it  is 
fuppoled  that  a  fpark  Hew  out  of  the 
lire  upon  fome  part  of  her  linen, 
and  communicated  to  the  reft  of  her 
clothes,  as  they  were  all  burned* 
When  the  accident  was  difcovered, 
a  phyfician,  &c.  were  fent  for,  but 
flic  died  before  they  came.  She  had 
lived  with  the  princefs  many  years, 
and  was  greatly  efteemed  by  her 
royal  miftrefs. 

—  About  nine  o’clock  this  even¬ 
ing,  an  extraordinary  a 61  of  depre¬ 
dation  was  committed  in  the  cham¬ 
bers  of  Allen  Chambre,  efq.  of 
Gray’s  Inn.  Two  defperate  fel¬ 
lows,  armed  with  piftols,  walked 
into  the  apartments,  and  enquired 
for  Mr.  Chambre  ;  but  finding  no¬ 
body  but  the  fervant,  one  of  them 
prefented  a  piftol  to  his  breaft,  and 
after  dreadful  threats  robbed  him  of 
his  watch  and  money.  They  then 
afked  if  there  was  any  other  perfon 
at  home ;  and  being  informed  that 
a  pupil  of  Mr.  Chambre  was  in  the 
next  room,  they  went  thither,  and 
in  a  fimilar  manner  robbed  him  of 
his  watch  and  money.  They  wer$ 
afterwards  about  to  depart,  when 
meeting  at  the  outer  door  with  Mr. 
Farrer,  who  was  entering  with  a 
brief,  they  ordered  him  into  the 
young  gentleman’s  apartment,  and 
took  from  him  likewife  his  watch 
and  money.  Having  made  them- 
felves  mailers  of  the  property,  they 
(F  4)  very 
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very  politely  demanded  their  handr 
kerchiefs,  which  requeft  being  rea¬ 
dily  complied  with,  the  villains  pri 
nioned  their  arms,  tied  their  legs, 
and  left  them  lying  on  thgir  faces. 
See  Dec.  2, 

By  a  gentleman  arrived  from 
$n  Oriental  tour,  we  are  informed 
that  Arabia  has  again  produced  a 
prophet  and  a  warrior,  who  is  be¬ 
ginning  with  fuccefs  the  career  of 
the  impoftor  Mahomet,  He  has  al¬ 
ready  collected  a  large  body  of  dil- 
ciples  and  followers  from  the  va¬ 
rious  tribes  of  Arabs,  See  Dec.  19,. 

25,  On  Tuefday  came  on  to  be 
argued  in  the  court  of  king’s  bench 
a  fpecial  cafe,  on  a  wager  relative 
to  the  late  election  for  Southwark. 
A  friend  of  Mr.  Lc  Me.furier  laid 
ipol.  with  a  friend  of  lir  Richard 
I  loth  am'  on  the  event  of  the  elec¬ 
tion.  The  court  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  the  aCticn  for.  the 
wager  ought  not  to  be  fuftained,  as 
it  undoubtedly  in  its  confe.que.nces 
affeCted  the  purity  of  election,  and 
of  courfe  di  faulted  the  plaintiff’s 
fuit, 

— -  This  day,  at  twelve  o’clock, 
Chriffopher  Atki.nfon,  efq.  was  put 
in  the  pillory-,  erected  clofe  to  the 
Corn-exchange,  in  Mark-lane,  and 
flood  for  one  hour,  according  to  his 
femence,  for  perjury.  He  was 
dreffed  in  a  light-coloured  coat,  his 
hair  drefled -and  powdered,  and  he 
bowed  to  the  populace  three  times 
before  he  went  in.  He  was  expofed 
more  than  has  been  known  by  any 
per  foil,  as  his  arms  were  in  quite  to 
the  fhoulde.rs,  which  made  his  face 
more  confpicuous.  A  great  con- 
courfe  of  people  were  affembl'ed, 
and  the  ibe riffs  attended  on  horfe- 
back,  with  their  officers,  the  two 
city  marflials,  and  upwards  of  600 
conftables.  Labels  were  ftuck  up¬ 
on  the  pillars  of  the  corn-market, 
S:  Chriffopher  Atkinlbn,  efq.  tor 


perjury.”  See  p.  42,  alfo  Voi. 
IV.  p .  21.  B ritijh  and  Foreign  Hi- 
Jiory ,  Vol.  V.  p .  12.  Public  Oc¬ 
currences^  Vol.  V.  p.  28.  3  r.  39» 
48.  87,  and  93. 

—  The  recorder  made  his  report 
of  twelve,  perfons  capitally  convict¬ 
ed  in  October  feffions  {fee  p.  77.) 
when  Michael  Smith,  John  Ifaacs, 
William  Powley,  James  'Neibitt, 
Geojge.  Manning  alias  Francis  Hill, 
Daniel  Raff*  William  Vandeput, 
Francis  Storer,  and  James  Beaman, 
were  ordered  for  execution. 

27.  By  an  authentic  letter  from 
Paris,  it  appears,  that  De  Chame- 
ron  and  his  girl  had  been  in  that 
city,  and  had  prefented  the  bills 
they  had  extorted  from  Mr.Mackay, 
at  two  houfes,  that  refilled  ;  they 
had  at  length  got  cadi  at  lir  John 
Lambert’s.  Soon  after  an  order, 
came  to  fecure  them.  The  woman 
was  apprehended,  and  only  22$ 
livres  found  upon  her,  out  of  5,400, 
which  they  Had  received.  They, 
had  not  been  together  for  eight 
days.  The  officer,  however,  loon 
difcQvered  DeChameron,  in  a  walk 
near  the  Thuilleries,  where,  by  an 
intercepted  letter,  he  came  to  meet 
with  the  woman.  He  wounded 
the  officer,  got  to  the  water-lide, 
obliged  two  watermen  to  ferry  him 
oyer,  and,  it  being  almoff  dark,  got 
clear  off.  See  Nov.  2.  and  Dec.  8. 

28.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Edward 
Aylette,  attorney  at  law,  was  brought 
from  Newgate  to  the  court  of  kind’s 
bench,  in  confequerj.ee  of  a  convic¬ 
tion  for  perjury,  he  having  made  a 
falfe  affidavit  before  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  that  on  returning  from  Well- 
minfter-hall,  while  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  a  fubpeena,  he  was  ar- 
reffed  before  he  entered  his  own 
doors.  .His  counfel  fpoke  a  conli- 
derable  time,  on  certain  eircum- 
fbinces,  in  arreff  of  judgment,  but 
without  effect.  Judge  Willes  then 
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palled  the  following  fentence  upon 
him  :  44  Edward  Aylette,  you  Hand 
before  the  court,  convicted  on  full 
and  ample  teftimony  of  the  crime 
of  perjury.  You  have  moved  an 
arreft  of  judgment,  and  have  been 
heard  by  your  counl'el,  who  have 
exerted  themfelves  much  on  the  oc- 
eaiion;  but  the  court  have  confi- 
dered  your  piea  not  fufficient  to 
fet  alide  the  indictment.  You  have 
not  denied  the  fadt  of  perjury ; 
you  have  not  moved  lor  a  new 
trial  ;  you  have  not  brought  your 
clerks  to  difprove  a  tingle  circum- 
ftance  alleaged  againft  you  ;  and 
there  is  not,  therefore,  a  lingle 
doubt  remaining  in  our  breads  of 
your  having  committed  the  crime. 
The  fad  is  notorious  to  every  bo¬ 
dy  ;  and  as  the  indictment  was  pre¬ 
ferred  againft  you,  to  the  end  that 
juftice  might  be  done,  fo  it  is  ne- 
celfary  to  pals  the  fentence  of  the 
lawr  upon  you.  You  have  been 
long  an  attorney  of  this  court,  and 
in  your  exteniive  pradtice,  you 
muft  have  difeovered,  that  of  all 
crimes,  perjury  is  the  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  to  fociety.  It  perverts  juf¬ 
tice,  it  unhinges  the  law,  it  de- 
ftroys  liberty  and  property,  and  in 
the  practice  of  the  court,  is  a  moft 
dangerous  evil.  You  have  feen  by 
a  late  determination,  that  neither 
rank  nor  fortune  can  fave  a  man 
from  the  ignominious  punifliment 
attendant  on  this  crime  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  muft  inform  you,  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  this  court  is, 

44  That  you  Edward  Aylette  do 
pay  unto  the  king  the  fum  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  that  you  be 
held  in  execution  until  the  fame  is 
paid.  That  you  be  imprifoned  in 
the  gaol  of  Newgate  for  twelve 
months,  and  that  once  within  that 
time,  between  the  hours  of  twelve 
at  noon  and  two  in  the  afternoon, 

A 
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you  Hand  in  and  upon  the  pillory, 
in  Palace-yard,  Weftminiler.” 

30-  At  the  anniverfary  meeting 
of  the  Royal  Society,  lir  Godfrey 
Copley’s  gold  medal  was  prefented 
to  major-general  Roy,  for  his  mea-- 
furement  of  a  bafe  on  Hounflow 
Heath.  After  the  cuftomary  ad- 
drefs  on  thofe  occalions,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
were  eledted  of  the  council  for  the 
year  enfuing : 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  bart.  prelident* 

Charles  Blagden,  M.  D.  fee. 

Henry  Cavendifh,  efq. 

John  Hunter,  efq. 

Conftantine  lord  Mulgrave,  V.P« 

Sir  William  Mulgrave,  bt.  V.  P„ 

Rev.  Richard  Price,  LL*D. 

Jofeph  Planta,  efq.  fecretary. 

Mr.  John  Smeaton. 

William  Watfon,  M,  D.  V.  P. 

Samuel  Wegg,  efq.  treaf.  V.  P. 

*  Lieut.  Col.  William  Calderwood* 

*  Rev.  Samuel  Glaffe,  D.  D. 

*Mr.  William  Hudfon. 

ARev.  Andrew  Kippis,  D.  D. 

*  George,  earl  of  Leicefter. 

*Rev.  Nevil  Mafkelyne,  D.  D. 

^William  Pitcairn,  M.  D. 

*  Jacob  Prefton,  efq. 

*Sir  George  Shuckburgh,  bart. 

Thofe  with  *  a«re  the  new  mem¬ 
bers. 

—  A  caufe,  very  interefting  to  hu¬ 
manity,  and  which,  as  fuch,  ought 
never  to  have  been  defended,  was 
determined  in  the  common  pleas. 
It  was  an  adtion  in  which  feverai 
Lafcars  were  plaintiffs,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Moffatt,  efq.  of  Queen-fquare, 
owner  of  the  Kent  Eaft  IndiaTnan, 
was  defendant.  Thefe  poor  men. 
were  taken  in  at  a  time  of  great  ex¬ 
tremity  to  navigate  the  fliip,  and  as 
foon  as  they  arrived  here,  and  their 
fervices  were  no  longer  neceffary, 
they  were  diicharged,  and  thrown 
upon  the  tow^ !- — Mr.  Moffatt  had 
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pleaded  in  abatement,  that  James 
Hunt  and  Timothy  Curtis,  efqrs. 
were  joint  owners  of  the  fit  ip,  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  fued  with 
him  for  the  Lafcars  demand.  A. 
verdiCl,  however,  was  given  in 
favour  of  the  Lafcars,  entitling  each 
of  them  to  recover  the  fum  of  22!. 
ids.— -The  Recorder,  Mr.  ferjeant 
Bolton,  and  Mr.  Nares,  humanely 
pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  Lafcars 
without  fee  or  reward. 

Bruffelsy  Nov.  2  3.  On  the  19th 
M.  Blanchard  afcended  in  his  bal¬ 
loon  from  the  citadel  of  Ghent. 
When  he  had  foared  perpendicu¬ 
larly  almoffc  out  of  fight,  he  let 
down  a  dog  by  means  of  a  para¬ 
chute,  which  came  down  perfectly 
•fafe.  The  next  morning  people 
were  uncommonly  anxious  to  learn 
the  fate  of  Mr.. Blanchard,  who,  it 
fee-ms,  dropped  a  letter,  which  was 
taken  up  in  a  little  town  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Scheldt,  purporting 
that  he  had  twice  attempted  land¬ 
ing,  but  was  prevented  by  the  im¬ 
petuosity  of  the  wind  impelling  to 
the  northward.  The  general  foii- 
citude  was  afterwards  very  much 
increafed  by  Mr.  Blanchard’s  throw¬ 
ing  down  a  fecond  letter,  in  which 
he  faid  he  had  very  little  hopes  of 
being  faved.  They  were,  how¬ 
ever,  relieved  from  their  anxiety  on 
the  Monday  following,  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  Mr.  Blanchard,  about  three 
o’clock,  amidfl  the  acclamations  ot 
the  people.  He  reckons  his  alti¬ 
tude  from  the  earth  2000  feet ;  his 
balloon,  which  was  not  quite  filled 
at  the  time  of  his  afccnlion,  be¬ 
came  fo  much  expanded,  that  he 
was  in  momentary  expectation  it 
would  burft.  Though  he  opened 
the  valve,  the  inflation  appeared 
not  to  diminifh,  and  therefore  he 
had  recourfe  to  forcing  holes  in  the 
bottom  of  his  balloon  with  his  flag 
flail'.  But  now  another  danger 


equally  terrible  with  the  former, 
prefented  itfelf  -  for  he  defeended 
with  fuch  rapidity  as  to  be  in  fight 
of  the  earth  in  an  infant.  In  this 
extremity  his  latl  refource  was  to 
cut  the  cords  of  his  car,  and  to  tie 
himfelf  with  them  faft  to  it,  the  bal¬ 
loon  then  ferving  him  in  the  nature 
of  a.  parachute  ;  and  fortunately  he 
defeended  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Delf,  without  receiving  any  injury. 

Glafgo-vj ,  Nov .  24.  Y  e  fie  id  ay 
Mr.  Lunardi  afcended  here,  about 
two  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  S.  W. 
and  advanced  north-eafl  for  about 
2$  miles.  Having  then  changed 
his  direction,  he  proceeded  to  the 
fouth-eafl,.and  attempted  to  anchor ; 
but  the  wind  blowing  with  great  vi¬ 
ole  nee,  the  cable  gave  way,  by  which 
accident  the  anchor,  weighing  about 
xolb.  was  left  on  the  ground,  and 
the  balloon  reafeended  with  won¬ 
derful  velocity  to  a  confiderable  al¬ 
titude.  After  floating  for  fome  time 
in  the  air,  Mr.  Lunardi  defeended 
in  Selkirkfhire,  about  1  2  miles  far¬ 
ther,  on  the  Water  of  Ale,  being 
two  miles  to  the  eafKvard  of  Ale- 
moor,  having  performed  an  expe¬ 
dition  of  125  miles  in  the  fpace  of 
two  hours.  When  he  alighted, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chifholm,  of  Stirehes, 
kindly  afforded  him  every  aili  fiance 
in  their  power  ;  and  Mrs.  Chifholm 
afterward  boldly  took  pofTeilion  of 
the  car,  and  failed  for  about  three 
miles,  when  it  was  found  expedient 
to  deiifl  from  a  farther  prog  refs, 
the  wind  blowing  with  fury.  Dur¬ 
ing  Mr.  Lunardi’s  expedition  a 
very  remarkable  circumftance  oc¬ 
curred,  which  never  happened  to 
any  other  aeronaut.  When  at  a 
confiderable  diflance  from  the  earth, 
he  felt  himfelf  much  inclined  to 
fleep,  and  at  lafl  yielded  to  his 
flrong  propenfity,  and  flept  for 
about  20  minutes  on  the  bofom  of 
the  air. 
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1.  On  the  14th  of  November 
the  princefs  royal  of  Denmark  was 
betrothed  to  Frederick  Chrillian, 
hereditary  prince  of  HolFein  Ali¬ 
gn  ftenbo  11  rg.  This  princefs,  it  is 
laid,  had  long  been  deftined  for  the 
duke  of  York  ;  but  the  queen  dow¬ 
ager  found  means  to  traverfe  the 
match. 

—  A  commercial  order  has  lately 
been  iffued  at  Riga,  in  Livonia ; 
but  whether  by  government,  or  only 
by  the  corporation,  is  not  faid ; 
enjoining  all  merchants  to  balance 
their  books  at  the  clofe  of  every 
year.  Thofe  who  negleft  to  com¬ 
ply  with  this  order, .  in  cafe  of  fail¬ 
ure,  are  to  be  confidered  as  frau¬ 
dulent  bankrupts.  It  is  a  maxim 
in  Holland,  that  if  a  man  fails,  it 
is  for  want  of  keeping  a  good  ac¬ 
count. 

—  In  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  Guildhall,  an  a&ion  was 
brought  by  Robert  lVluirhead,  late 
a  failor  on  board  the  Foulis  Raft 
Indiaman,  againft  George  Blach- 
ford,  captain  of  the  faid  fliip,  for 
an  aflault  committed  on  the  9th  of 
February,  1784,  when  the  fliip  was 
at  fea,  in  a  very  hot  climate.  The 
plaintiff’s  counfel  Fated,  that,  in 
the  evening  of  the  above  day,  the 
plaintiff,  having  been  drinking  pret¬ 
ty  freely,  made  ufe  of  an  oath, 
which  the  captain  hearing,  ordered 
the  plaintiff  to  be  inFantly  tied  up 
by  his  hands  to  the  forefhrouds  ; 
of  which  treatment  the  plaintiff 
complaining,  the  captain  himfelf 
took  a  rope,  of  the  ffze  of  about 
two  inches  circumference,  and  beat 
him  in  a  moll  violent  manner  where- 
ever  he  could  ftrike  him,  who, 
having  no  other  clothes  on  than  his 
Flirt,  was  prefently  in  a  gore  of 
blood  ;  and  as  he  could  not  bear 
fuch  treatment  without  complain¬ 


ing,  the  captain  threw  afide  the 
rope,  and  with  a  fmail  fupple  cane, 
throwing  off  his  coat  at  the  fame 
time,  laid  on  him  with  that  alfo, 
till  his  cries  were  fuch  a$  to  alarm 
the  whole  crew,  to  iilence  which 
he  ordered  him  to  he  gagged,  that 
is,  to  have  an  iron  bolt  put  acrcfs 
his  mouth,  and  tied  tight  about 
his  head,  and  in  that  lituation  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  hung  up  by  the 
hands,  writh  his  face  towards  the 
fun,  for  three  hours.  The  man. 
had  a  fear  in  his  face  of  thrEe  inches 
fquare,  which  he  fliewed to  the  court 
and  jury,  who,  without  going  out, 
gave  a  verdkff  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
zoo! .  damages,  and  full  colls  of 
fuit. 

—  Nine  malefaflors  (fee  88.) 
were  executed  before  Newgate. 

Dublin ,  Nov.  25.  Yefterday  the 
lord  lieutenant  and  the  duchefs  of 
Rutland  arrived  at  the  lod«'e  in  the 

o 

Phcenix  Park,  from  a  tour  to  a  va¬ 
riety  of  places  in  the  country, 
where  they  had  met  with  the  moft 
cordial  reception.  Their  entertain¬ 
ment  at  Waterford  is  faid  to  have 
exceeded,  in  magnificence,  the  mofi 
fplendid  that  had  been  any  where 
prepared  for  their  reception. 

2.  Early  in  the  evening  the 
chambers  of  Mr,  Dickins,  No.  8, 
Gray’s  Inn,  were  entered  by  three 
villains  in  the  following  manner  5 
they  knocked  at  the  door  ;  an  old 
woman,  the  bed-maker,  being  in 
the  room,  cried  out  loud  enough  to 
be  beard  by  Mr.  Dickens,  who  was 
in  the  adjoining  apartment,  “  Lori 
blefs  me,  here  are  three  men  with 
piftols!”  He  had  the  prefence  of 
mind  to  pufli  the  bolt  in  the  door 
immediately,  and  ran  out  of  the 
room  by  another  door  that  opened 
on  the  landing-place,  and  locked, 
them  all  in  until  he  gave  the  alarm. 
They  were  all  three  immediately 
fecured,  and  upon  fearching  them 

were. 
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were  found  two  watches,  which 
prove  to  be  the  identical  watches 
of  which  Mr.  Chambre  and  his 
pupil  were  robbed  in  their  cham¬ 
bers,  a  few  evenings  before,  in  the 
fame  inn.  They  were  carried  be¬ 
fore  a  magiftrate,  who  committed 
them  for  trial.  See  Nov.  24. 

Oxford,  Dec .  2.  Came  on  the 
election  of  Camden’s  Profeffor  of 
Hi  dory,  when  the  numbers  were 
for  the  rev.  Mr.  Warton,  of  Tri¬ 
nity’  college,  poet  laureat,  186,  and 
the  rev.  Mr.  Winftanley,  of  Hert¬ 
ford  college,  107  ;  majority  for 
*Mr.  Warton,  79. 

Eofion,  New  England,  OB.  10. 
By  the  Zephyr,  capt.  Lee,  arrived 
here  from  L’Orient,  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  important  in¬ 
telligence  : 

O 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Conful  at 

Nant%  to  the  Confuls  of  V  Orient. 

Gentlemen, 

We  inclofe  in  this  a  copy  of  a 
letter  we  have  juft  received  from 
Mr.  Defontange,  by  which  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  Algerines  have 
declared  war  againft  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  that  they 
are  fitting  out  eight  fliips  to  take 
the  American  velleis.  We  requeft 
of  you,  gentlemen,  to  impart  this 
intelligence  to  the  captains  of  that 
nation  who  may  now  be  in  your 
harbour,  in  order  lor  them  to  take 
fuch  meafurcs  as  to  avoid  falling 
into  the  hands  of  thofe  pirates. 

3,  Letters  from  Quebec  and  Mon¬ 
treal  give  a  very  particular  delcrip- 
tion  of  an  uncommon  phenome¬ 
non,  which  obfeured  the  atmo¬ 
fphere  in  that  part  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica  almoft  to  total  darknefs.  On 
Sunday7  the  1 6fh  of  October,  at 
intervals,  the  fun,  at  Montreal,  ap¬ 
peared  of  a  dufky  red,  approaching 
to  a  copper  colour  ;  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  after  two  1\  M.  the  atmofphere 
became  very  black,  and  live  mi- 


nutes  after  totally  dark,  fo  that  peo¬ 
ple  ran  againft  one  another  in  the 
open  lrreets.  In  the  darknefs  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  dreadful ;  the 
horror  that  it  occasioned  exceeds  all 
defeription.  The  rain  that  fell  was 
of  a  ftrong  fuiphureous  fmell,  and 
when  the  weather  cleared  up  ap¬ 
peared  as  black  as  ink.  At  42  mi¬ 
nutes  after  two,  it  teemed  to  clear 
up,  and  continued  fo  for  five  mi¬ 
nutes,  when  the  darknefs  returned 
as  before,  and  the  dread  that  then- 
occupied  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of 
people  was,  if  pofft&le,  much  in- 
creafed  ;  but  in  lefs  than  20  mi¬ 
nutes,  it  gradually  diilipated  with¬ 
out  any  fatal  efteCf,  It  thundered, 
but  not  remarkably.  It  did  not 
blow  hard,  nor  did  it  rain  much. 

On  Sunday  previous  to  this  at 
Montreal,  the  atmofphere  over 
Quebec  appeared  of  a  fiery,  lumi¬ 
nous,  yellow  colour  :  this  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain, 
with  fevere  thunder  and  light-, 
ning,  which  continued  moft  part  of 
the  night  ;  a  thing  uncommon  them 
at  this  feafon,  it  having  frozen  the 
night  before.  On  Saturday  the  1  5th, 
about  1  5  minutes  after  three,  P.  M. 
it  became  darker  than  the  Sunday 
before,  with  the  fkv  much  of  the 
fame  colour.  O11  Sunday  the  16th, 
about  half  after  ten,  A.  M.  it  be¬ 
came  fo  dark  that  ordinary  print 
could  not  be  read  out  of  doors  ; 
this  was  followed  by  a  fquall  of 
wind  and  rain,  which  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  difpelled  the  darknefs  ;  but 
from  that  time  till  about  10  mi¬ 
nutes  after  twelve  the  darknefs  was 
fo  great,  that  the  miniilers  in  the 
churches  were  obliged  to  fufpend 
the  fervice.  From  two  till  about 
10  minutes  after,  it  was  dark  as  at 
midnight.  From  43  till  about  qo 
'•minutes  after  three,  it  was  total 
darknefs,  and  from  3  $  to  45  mi¬ 
nutes  after  four,  it  was  very  dark* 

Each 


OCCUR 


(93) 


*785.3 

Each  period  of  darkhefs  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  gulfs  of  wind  and  rain, 
with  fome  l'evere  claps  ol  thunder, 
and  the  atmofphere  appeared  as  a- 
bove  ddcribed.  It  was  remarked, 
that  on  the  days  before  mentioned, 
there  appeared  to  be  two  adverfe 
currents  of  air,  the  upper  mod  im¬ 
pelling  aluminous  lamina  of  clouds 
towards  the  N.  E.  and  the  lower- 
moft  driving,  with  great  rapidity, 
broken  murky  clouds  towards  the 
S.  W.  The  rain  that  fell,  as  was 
remarked  before,  was  black. 

—  In  digging  lately  the  new 
fewer,  to  carry  off  the  water,  which 
on  a  fudden  fall  of  rain  and  fnow 
11  fed  to  ftagnate  before  the  manlion- 
houfe,  the  wofkmen  found  at  the 
end  of  Lombard-llreet,  at  the  depth 
of  ten  or  fifteen  feet,  feveral  con¬ 
siderable  maftes  of  coarle  tellelated 
pavement,  made  of  large  pieces  of 
red  brick,  of  an  irregular  figure, 
from  one  to  two  inches  fquare,  bed¬ 
ded  in  coarfe  mortar,  nearly  oppo- 
iite  to  the  church  of  St.  Edmund 
the  King.  They  alfo  found  there 
a  fmall  brafs  leal,  with  a  heater 
iliield,  fo  corroded  that  no  arms 
could  be  diftinguifhed  on  it,  and 
round  it  s vchllvm . ici.  Pro¬ 

ceeding  farther,  a  lino  ft  oppofite  the 
poll-office,  they  came  to  two  flues, 
as  of  chimnies,  one  femicircular, 
the  other  half  fquare,  each  about 
a  foot  diameter,  and  about  that  di- 
ftance  afunder,  in  the  north  wall  of 
a  building,  and  reaching  from  the 
ground  nearly  to  the  fur  face  of  the 
ftreet  ;  alfo  a  circular  brick,  of  a- 
bout  nine  or  ten  inches  in  diameter, 
broken  in  half,  and  having  a  hole 
in  the  centre,  terminated  in  a  kind 
of  bofs  on  the  under  lide,  which, 
,as  well  as  the  upper,  had  been  bed¬ 
ded  in  mortar, 
a  Nuremberg  token  or  two. 
tinning  their  refearches,  they  found 
more  of  the  teftellated  pavement. 
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8.  By  accounts  from  Paris,  De 
Chameron  was,  after  his  firft  elcape 
{fee  Nov.  27.)  taken  at  the  houl'e 
of  a  per fon  with  whom  he  had 
formed  an  accidental  acquaintance 
in  his  way  to  Paris.  It  fliould  feem 
by  this  account,  that  his  girl  and 
he  did  not  travel  together,  for  that 
would  have  led  to  an  immediate  dil- 
covery.  She  travelled  like  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman  ;  he,  on  foot,  like  a  com¬ 
mon  failor  ;  and  they  had  agreed  to 
meet  at  the  Thuilleries.  On  his 
making  his  efcape,  he  took  refuge 
at  the  houfe  of  his  new  acquaint¬ 
ance,  who  foon  underftanding  what 
fort  of  guelt  he  had  got,  gave  no¬ 
tice  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  po¬ 
lice,  who  took  him  into  cuftody 
without  any  farther  refiftance. 

By  order  of  the  French  minifter 
he  has  iince  been  removed  to  the 
Baftile,  where  he,  has  already  ful¬ 
lered  the  punifhment  of  the  rack;, 
once,  and  has,  by  this  time,  or 
very  fhortly  will,  buffer  death. 
When  Mr.  Mackay  applied  to  the 
duke  of  Dorfet  upon  the  fubject, 
his  grace  not  only  fliewed  the  moll 
polite  attention  to  his  complaint, 
but  affiured  him  he  would,  if  poffi- 
ble,  get  the  woman  fent  over  be 
punched  here  ;  but  as  to  the  man, 
he  thought,  that,  as  he  had  wound¬ 
ed  the  officer  of  the  police,  the 
French  government  would  not  give 
him  up  ;  and  with  refpedt  to  the 
money  which  was  found  on  the  wo¬ 
man,  and  which  the  infpedlor  of 
the  police  had  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Perigould  the  banker,  his 
grace  would  take  efpecial  care  to  fee 
it  remitted.  When  the  woman  was 
taken,  flte  denied  having  any  of  the 
money;  but  upon  the  officer  telling 
her  if  Hie  did  not  confels  he  would 
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and  twenty-five  pounds  in  notes, 
concealed  in  the  heel  of  her  fhoe, 

where 


yy  alfo  took  up  give  her  the  rack, 
Con*-  ♦bwned  that  flie  had 


(be  inftantly 
two  hundred 
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where  they  were  found.  The  mar- 
'quis  of  Carmarthen  fhevved  the 
fame  attention  to  Mr.  Mackay’s 
cafe  as  the  duke  ;  nor  can  any  thing’ 
exceed  the  vigilance,  activity,  and 
zeal,  fhewn  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  throughout  this  affair. 

9.  A  foreign  nobleman  having 
advertifed  for  fpecimens  of  elegant 
penmanfhip  in  the  Englifli  ft'yle, 
for  the  purpofe  of  having  a  monu¬ 
mental  infcription  written  to  the 
memory  of  an  iliuilrious  perfon- 
age,  and  offering  (as  an  inducement 
for  the  mod  eminent  mailers  to  ex¬ 
ert  their  talents)  the  honourable 
premium  of  a  gold  pen  for  the  moll 
approved  fpecimens,  upwards  of 
twenty  candidates  appeared,  and  on 
Tuefday  lad  the  pen  was  adjudged 
to  Mr.  Perks,  of  Batterfea. 

—  A  horrid  murder  was  lad  month 
perpetrated  at  Nantz,  in  Brictanv, 
by  a  young  man  of  the  name  of 
Princlous,  who  having  lived  a  pro¬ 
fligate  life,  to  avoid  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  his  parents  and  friends, 
formed  the  diabolical  refolution  of 
o-etting  rid  of  the  whole  family  at 
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once,  confiding  of  father,  mother, 
a  brother,  two  flders,  and  a  cler¬ 
gyman  who  boarded  in  the  houfe, 
which  he  found  means  to  aceompliih 
by  means  of  poifon.  His  crime, 
however,  did  not  long  remain 
concealed.  He  was  apprehended, 
tried,  and  found  guilty  ;  and,  as 
his  crimes  were  of  the  deeped  dye, 
fo  was  hispunifhment  uncommonly 
fevere.  He  was  fentenced  to  have 
his  hands  cut  off,  and  his  tongue 
plucked  out ;  then  to  have  his  arms, 
legs,  and  thighs  broken,  and  to  re 
main  upon  the  wheel,  expofed,  with' 
his  face  turned  towards  heaven,  till 
he  fhould  be  releafed  by  death. 
This  fentence  was  executed  upon 
him,  on  the  10th  of  lad  month,  af 
Nantz,  where,  for  the  Lonour  of 


the  police,  they  had  not  feen  an 
execution  for  forty  years. 

10.  From  Malta,  we  are  inform¬ 
ed,  that  a  fmall  fquadron,  confid¬ 
ing  of  four  Tunisian  gallies,  had 
attempted  to  make  a  defcent  on  the 
Red  Ifland,  near  that  of  Sardinia. 
Their  manoeuvres  being  defcried 
from  Cagliari,  three  Maltefe  gallies 
then  in  the  harbour  weighed  an¬ 
chor,  and  failed  in  feared  of  the  pi¬ 
rates.  They  foon  came  up  with 
them,  and  offered  them  battle,  which 
was  readily  accepted  by  the  rovers, 
who  felt  bold  from  their  fiiperlority 
in  numbers,  and  weight  of  metaL 
The  Tunifian  commodore  furioufly 
attacked  the  fmalled  of  the  three 
gallies,  whild  the  two  other  Mal¬ 
tefe  found  buiinefs  enough  to  main* 
tain  the  adtion  againd  the  th  ree  Tu- 
nilians.  Their  chief  had  entirely 
difabled  the  fmall  galley,  when  its 
commander,  capt.  Pietro  refolved 
to  board  the  enemy,  or  perifh  in  the 
attempt.  Five  times  did  the  grap¬ 
ple  mifs  its  aim  ;  the  ftxth  proved 
more  fortunate,  and  the  Tunilian. 
was  boarded,  when  a  dreadful 
{laughter  enfued.  At  lad,  after  a 
defperate  adlion,  which  laded  near 
three  hours,  victory  declared  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Maltefe.  One  of  the 
enemy’s  gallies  found  means  to  of- 
cane,  the  other  three  were  brought 
in  triumph  into  Cagliari,  where  Te 
Deum  was  lung  with  great  folem- 
nity.  The  number  of  men  on  board 
the  captured  gallies  amounted  to 
220,  of  whom  52  were  killed,  and 
3  2  wounded.  The  Maltefe  loll  only 
iix  men,  and  live  were  lent  to  the 
hofpital,  to  get  cured  of  their 
wounds. 

Oft  end,  Dec.  2.  The  emperor  is 
about  finiihing  what  lie  began  feme 
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time  ago,  by  the  total  luppreilion  of 
all  the  religious-houfes  in  Audrian 
Flanders,  and  lecularizing  the  ma¬ 
jority 
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jority  of  their  inhabitants.  All  the 
convents  at  Ghent  and  Bruges  are 
fupprefied,  and  their  revenues  are 
appropriated  to  the  public  fervice. 

: Edinburgh ,  Dec.  3.  Ye  lie  r day  an 
experiment  was  made  at  Leith  on  a 
velfel  of  a  new  ccnflrucfion,  the  in¬ 
vention  of  a  gentleman  of  this  city. 
She  conlifls  of  a  veil'd  of  about  60 
feet  long  and  feven  broad,  cut  in 
two  lengthways,  the  fections  placed 
at  about  feven  feet  difance,  and 
joined  together  at  top  by  ilrong 
beams  planked  over,  fo  as  to  repre- 
fent  upon  deck  a  veil'd  cf  the  ordi¬ 
nary  proportions,  6o/ieet  by  13. 
The  experiment  fully  anfwered  ex¬ 
pectation,  notwithfanding  one  of 
the  principal  fails  was  by  an  acci¬ 
dent  prevented  from  being  properly 
fet.  She  was  attended  by  the  king’s 
boat  at  Leith,  which  is  reckoned  a 
fait  failing  boat  of  her  fize  ;  but  the 
new  velfel  outfailed  her,  and  when 
the  breeze  increafed  left  her  about 
one  mile  in  four.  It  was  found 
that  the  above  velfel  is  capable  of 
carrying  almof  double  the  quantity 
of  fail  of  one  of  the  ordinary  con- 
fru&ion,  and  of  the  fame  length 
and  breadth,  and  has  this  peculiar 
advantage,  that  ihe  only  draws  two 
feet  aud  a  half  water. 

Paris,  Dec.  2.  By  an  ordinance 
of  the  king’s  council  of  fate  of  the 
13th  ult.  a  duty  is  impofed  upon  all 
foreign  carriages  brought  into  this 
country.  Four-wheeled  carriages 
are  to  pay  800  livres  each.  Tra¬ 
vellers  are  to  pay  the  duty  only  by 
way  of  form,  as  the  fum  paid  is  to 
be  reimburfed  if  they  quit  the  king¬ 
dom  with  the  fame  vehicles.',  The 
fame  allowance  is  made  in  favour 
of  natives  and  others  taking  car¬ 
riages  out  of  the  kingdom  for  the 
purpofe  of  travelling  into  foreign 
countries. 

tj.  The  ferry-boat  which  goes 
between  the  county  of  Caernarvon 
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and  the  Me  of  Anglefea,  was  un¬ 
fortunately  loft  on  Monday  the  5  the 
infant.  The  following  particulars 
of  this  melancholy  cataf  rophe  are 
taken  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Hugh  Williams  (the  only  furvivor), 
dated  Tinllwden,  Dec.  10. 

u  G11  Monday,  Dec.  3,  being  at 
Caernarvon  fair  with  feveral  of  my 
friends  and  neighbours,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fixty,  I  went  into  the  ferry 
boat  at  Abermenai,  between  three 
and  four  in  the  afternoon,  wind  $. 
W.  a  hard  gale,  infomuch  that  the 
boat  was  driven,  about  five  in  the 
evening,  on  a  fund-bank  called 
Tradthall  Gwyllhm,  where  fie  ai- 
mof  infantaneoufly  filled  with  wa¬ 
ter.  We  immediately  got  upon  the 
bank,  being  low  water,  tolerably 
extenfive,  and  walked  to  and  fro, 
making  the  mof  piercing  lamenta¬ 
tions  in  hopes  of  procuring  relief, 
of  which  however  we  could  have 
no  hope,  the  waves  and  the  tide 
riling  fo  faft  upon  us,  as  to  render 
all  affiance  impracticable.  In  this 
mof  affefting  lunation,  refktfing  a 
little,  I  thought  I  could  but  perifh 
if  I  committed  my  fate  to  the  mercy 
of  the  waves.  I  fafened  an  oar  to 
the  maf,  and  taking  off  my  great 
coat  and  boots,  and  after  the  heart¬ 
rending  talk  of  taking  leave  of  my 
mof  intimate  friends,  I  plunged 
myfelf  into  the  tempefuous  ocean, 
lafhed  to  the  maf,  which  under 
Providence  proved  the  means  of  en¬ 
abling  me  once  more  to  tread  the 
fiiore  of  my  native  country.  On 
my  quitting  the  water  in  a  tranfport 
of  joy,  I  attempted  to  run  ;  but, 
alas !  my  limbs  were  fo  benumbed 
with  cold  and  fatigue,  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  I  could  crawl  up  the 
beach.  At  laf  I  reached  the  ferry- 
houfe,  where  I  was  treated  with 
every  polfible  degree  of  attention. 
The  next  morning  I  found  I  was 
the  only  perfon  who  efcaped  this 

maf 
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mofl  calamitous  difafter,  in  which 
there  is  fcarce  a  family  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  but  feels  the  lofs  of  a  pa¬ 
rent,  relation,  or  friend.” 

'I  he  earl  of  Uxbridge,  with  liis 
wonted  munificence,  ordered  one 
hundred  pounds  to  be  diftributed  a- 
mong  the  poor  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  unfortunate  perfons  who  pe¬ 
rilled  in  the  above  melancholy  e- 
vent ;  at  the  fame  time  his  lordfhip 
intimated  that  his  aififtance  fhould 
not  terminate  there. 

13.  Saturday  being  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  infiitution  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  a  general  affembly  was 
held  at  Scrmerfet  Place,  when  the 
following  premiums  were  given ; 
viz.  a  filver  medal  for  the  beft 
drawing  of  an  academy  figure  to 
Mr.  William  Palmer  ;  a  filver  me¬ 
dal  for  the  heft  model  of  the  Torfo 
reftored,  to  Mr.  P.  F.  Chenu  j  a 
filver  medal  for  the  beft  drawing  of 
architecture,  being  the  front  of  the 
king’s  houfe  at  Greenwich,  done 
from  adtual  meafureinents,  to  Mr. 
George  Stoddart.  The  affembly 
then  proceeded  to  eledt  officers  for 
the  year  enfuing,  when  fir  [ofhua 
Reynolds  was  re-eleCted  prefident. 

Council. 

Sir  William  Chambers, 

John  Bacon, 

Richard  Cofvvay, 

Paul  Sandby, 

Edmund  Gavey, 

J.  F.  Rigaud, 

William  Tyler, 

Jof.  Wilton,  efqrs. 

V  ill  tors. 

James  Barry, 

J.  B.  Cipriani, 

P.  J.  De  Loutherbourg, 

Jsr.  Meyer, 

.  F.  Bartolozzi, 

Mafon  Chamberlin, 

Jof.  Noliekens, 
j.  F,  Rigaud, 
jof.  Wilton,  eiqrg. 
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— *  Yefterday  was  tried  in  the 
court  of  king’s  bench,  a  caufe  of 
importance  to  thefhippers  of  goods, 
between  Meffrs,  Price  and  Cooke, 
Milk-ftreet,  glovers,  plaintiffs,  and 
Jonathan  Peacock,  of  Scarborough, 
fhopkeeper,  defendant.  The  de¬ 
fendant  ordered  verbally  of  one  of 
the  plaintiffs  a  parcel  of  goods  to 
he  fent  him  by  the  firft  Scarborough 
velfel ;  the  goods  were  accordingly 
fent  to  the  Red-lion  wharf  to  be 
forwarded  by  the  Swift  packet, 
capt.  Clark,  being  the  firft;  fliip 
which  failed  for  that  place.  The 
trufs  with  many  more  were  taken  in 
a  lighter  to  the  velfel,  and  there  de¬ 
livered  into  the  charge  of  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  crew,  the  lighter  being 
made  fall  to  her,  and  there  left  to 
be  unloaded.  It  feems  the  trufs  in 
queftion  never  was  on  board  the 
fliip,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
ftolen  out  of  the  lighter  whilft  file 
lay  along  fide  her.  The  defendant 
refufed  to  pay  for  the  goods,  al¬ 
leging,  that  he  did  not  order  them 
by  that  particular  velfel,  and  that 
the  delivery  was  not  a  fufficient  one. 
The  plaintiffs  proved  the  delivery 
of  the  goods  into  the  care  of  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  Swift  pack¬ 
et,  and  that  they  had  frequently 
fliipped  goods  for  the  defendant  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  that  the  de.-* 
fendant  had  always  paid  the  freight 
of  fuch  goods  ;  the  jury  therefore 
found  a  verditft  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Efcurialy  Nov.  24.  On  the  14th 
infant  the  king  of  Spain  publifhed 
an  edidf,  prohibiting,  under  levere 
penalties,  the  ufe  of  more  than  two 
horfes  or  mules  in  gentlemen’s  car¬ 
riages,  within  the  different  towns 
in  this  country.  A  circular  letter 
has  been  fent  to  the  foreign  mini- 
fters  refilling  at  this  court,  with  a 
copy  of  the  edidl,  expreifing  his* 
Catholic  majefty’s  hopes  that  they 
will  let  the  example  to  the  public, 

by 
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by  complying  with  the  new  regu¬ 
lation. 

The  fame  edict  alio  aboiifhes  the 
celebrated  Bull  Fealls  (To  long  the 
favourite  diverlion  of  the  Spaniards) 
except  in  particular  cafes,  where 
the  profits  arifng  from  that  exhibi¬ 
tion  have  been  appropriated  to  pi¬ 
ous  or  patriotic  riles,  and  where  no 
fund  has  yet  been  fet  afide  to  1  up- 
ply  the  deficiency  that  would  be 
the  confequenee  of  the  fupprei- 
fion. 

The  motive  afiigncd  for  thefe 
prohibitions,  in  the  preamble  of  the 
edidt,  is  the  great  defixuction  of 
cattle,  which  might  be  better  em¬ 
ployed  in  agriculture  and  other  life- 
ful  occupations.  Lond .  Ga% . 

- —  Ye  Herd  ay  came  on  before  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer  at  Ser- 
jeants-inn-hall,  the  long  depending 
caufe  between  Mr.  Charles  Ren- 
nett,  attorney,  in  the  Temple,  and 
Melfrs.  Longman  and  Bvoderip,  of 
Cheaplide,  London,  mufic-fellers, 
charging  Melfrs.  Longman  and 
Broderip  with  having  printed  and 
publifiied  a  great  number  ol  mufi* 
cal  works,  his  property,  and  claim¬ 
ing  a  right  in  the  mulic  of  the  Pad¬ 
lock,  Jubilee,  and  fundry  other 
publications,  which  were  Melfrs. 
Longman  and  B  rode  rip’s  property, 
and  purchafed  by  them  originally 
of  Mr.  Dibdin,  but  to  which  Mr. 
Rennet  claimed  a  reverfionary  right 
as  affignee  to  Mr.  Dibdm,  under  a 
deed  which  took  place  at  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  firfi  fourteen  years  af¬ 
ter  the  publication.  Mr.  Rennett 
having  gone  through  the  whole  of 
his  cafe  and  proofs,  the  barons, 
without  hearing  one  word  of  evi¬ 
dence  on  the  part  of  Melfrs.  Long¬ 
man  and  Broderip,  difmilfed  Mr. 
Rennett’s  fuit  with  colls. 

*  SaliJ'uury,  Dec.  12.  Monday  laft 
col.  Jofeph  Brandt,  the  celebrated 
king  of  the  Mohawks,  arrived  in 
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this  city  from  America,  and  after 
dining  with  col.  I)e  Peiller  at  the 
head  quarters  here,  proceeded  im¬ 
mediately  on  his  journey  to  Lon¬ 
don.  This  extraordinary  perfonuge! 
is  laid  to  h<pe  prelided  at  a  late 
grand  congrefs  of  confederate  chiefs 
ol:  the  Indian  nations  in  America. 
He  took  his  departure  for  England 
immediately  as  that  atfembly  broke 
up  ;  and  it  is  conjectured  that  his 
enlbalfy  to  the  -Britilh  court  is  of 
great  importance.  This  country 
owes  much  to  the  fervices  of  col. 
Brandt  during  the  late  war  in  Ame~ 
rica.  He  was  educated  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  is  a  very  ilirewd  intelli¬ 
gent  perfon,  polfdfes  great  courage 
and  abilities  as  a  warrior,  and  is.in- 
violably  attached  to  the  Englifli 
nation. 

15.  At  a  refpedlable  meeting  of 
the  retail  ihop-keepers  of  London, 
at  the  London-tavern,  purfuant  to 
advertifement,  to  receive  the  report 
of  their  committee,  Air.  Alderman. 
Skinner  took  the  chair,  and  in  a 
fpeech  of  fome  length  gave  a  very 
circumltantial  account  of  what  had 
palfed  at  an  audience  which  he,  and 
three  others  of  their  committee, 
had  obtained  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  the  re- 
fult  of  which  was,  that  having  ac¬ 
quainted  the  chancellor  with  what 
the  committee,  from  general  report, 
had  been  led  to  believe,  u  That  it 
was  his  intention,  early  in  the  en. 
filing  feffion,  to  move  for  the  repeal 
of  the  lliop-tax;”  he  denied  ever 
having,  in  public  or  private  con- 
verfation,  given  the  molt  diftant  in¬ 
timation,  that  he  would  either  move 
for  the  repeal  of  the  fhop-tax  him- 
felf,  or  fupport  any  motion  for  that 
purpofe,  if  made  by  any  other  mem-’ 
her.  And  after  hearing  all  the  ar- 
guments  which  be  (the  alderman), 
and  thole  who  accompanied  him, 
had  urged,  on  breaking  up  the  con¬ 
ference,  he  declared  himfelf  not  at  all 
( G )  coj> 
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convinced,  and  evaded  a  diredt  an-  being  fully  proved,  the  lieutenant 
fwer  to  every  queftion  put  to  him,  was  lentenced  to  be  cafhiered,  and 
relative  to  his  future  conduct  on  the  then  to  be  imprifoned  twenty  years 
bulinefs  of  their  commiffion.  and  one  day  in  the  caftle  of  An- 

Having  hated  at  large  every  eir-  gouleme. 
cumftance  of  the  conference,  which  Charlejltnvn,  South  Carolina ,  OH, 
we  have  only  recited  in  brief,  and  20.  The  fupreme  legiflative  affem- 
given  due  praife  to  the  minifter  for  bly  of  this  province  have  lately  en- 
their  very  polite  reception,  he  con-  tered  a  refolutionon  their  journals, 
eluded  with  recommending  firm-  hating,  that  they  will  never  con- 
nefs,  and  the  moh  vigorous  purluit  fent  to  the  ehablifhment  of  epifeo- 
of  every  legal  means  to  accompltfh  pacy  in  that  hate,  but  will  give 
their  wifnes,  and  by  no  means  to  every  affiftance  to  preferve  the  pre- 
truft  to  any  affiftance  from  the  mi-  fent  independent  church  to  the  lateft; 
niOer,  or  from  thofe  with  whom  he  times.  The  Georgians  and  North 


ached.  The  refult  of  the  meeting 
was  to  petition,  and  to  endeavour 
to  make  that  effort  general  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom.  See  p.  81. 

i  6.  The  church  of  Enfield,  Mid- 
.fflefex,  was  broken  open,  and  rob¬ 
bed  of  two  filver  flaggons,  one 
marked  Enfield  Parifli,  1637,  a  hi¬ 
rer  chalice  and  cover,,  gilt,  1^92  ; 
another,  1587;  a  filver  plate,  mark¬ 
ed  Ralph  Garrett,  Edward  Hand- 
Ion,  J.  Moore,  churchwardens, 
1713;  another  ditto,  L*  Done, 
Rob.  Pierfon,  1733;  a  filver  fairer,. 
1638.4 

—  By  advices  from  Breft,  we  are 
'informed  of  the  iffue  of  a  council  of 
war  held  upon  the  chevalier  de  la 
Martoliere,  lieutenant  in  tire  navy, 
who  commanded  one  of  his  ma- 
jefty ’s  frigates .  The  charge  brought 
againft  him,  was  for  having  quitted 
bis  ftation  off  the  co^ft  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  in 
goods  at  Jamaica,  and  felling  the 
fame  to  his  profit  in  the  French  co¬ 
lony  j  alfo  for  having  fainted  the 
ifnglifli  fliips  in  a  manner  degrad¬ 
ing  to  the  dignity  of  the  French 
flag;  and  laftly,  for  treating  cru¬ 
elly,  and  in  an  ungentleman-like 
manner,  a  female  paffenger  he  had 
on  board,  lady  to  the  profecutor, 
Monf.  Regnier,  one  of  the  richeft 
&ttle.r$  at  St.  Domingo.  Thefe&s. 


Carolinians  are  equally  refolute  on 
that  head.  See p.  70. 

Bath ,  Dec.  12.  The  following 
mfcnption,  written  by  Mr.  Anfty, 
was  lately  put  over  the  pump  at 
the  King’s  Bath. 

44  The  hofpital  of  this  city,  ap¬ 
propriated  folely  to  Bath  cafes,  and 
open  to  the  poor  and  afflidted  of 
every  part  of  the  world  (Bath  only 
excepted)  being  deftitute  of  a  fund 
in  any  degree  adequate  to  its  fup- 
porf,  is  moil  earneftly  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  patronage  and  protection 
of  the  humane  and  liberal  part  of 
mankind. 

Oh  paufe  awhile  whoe'er  thou  art, 

That  drink’ft  this  healing  flreanx^ 

If  e’er  compaflion  o’er  thy  heart 
DiiFus’d  its  heavenly  beam, 

Think  on  the  wretch  whofe  diftant  lot, 
'T'his  friendly  aid  denies; 

Think  how  in  1'ome  poor  lonely  cot 
He  unregarded  lies. 

Hither  th’  afflidted  ftranger  bring, 
Relieve  his  heart-felt  woe  ; 

And  let  thy  bounty,  like  this  fpring^, 

In  genial  currents  flow. 

So  be  thy  years  from  want  and  pain. 
And  pining  ficknefs  free. 

And  thou  from  Heav’n  that  debt  obtain* 
The  poor  man  owes  to  thee.” 

Portfmouth ,  Dec.  14.  The  con¬ 
victs  which  arrived  here  on  Sunday 
fsrom  London,  and  were  put  on  board 
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the  Ferine  prifon  fliip  (an  old  F rerich 
fhip  of  60  guns,  fitted,  for  that  pui- 
pofe ) ,  are  ali  ordered  to  be  new 
clothed  to  prevent  difeales,  their 
fituation  at  prefent  being  very 
wretched.  The  Ferine  has  had  ap¬ 
pointed,  befides  the  officers  to  Imps 
in  ordinary,  a  guard  ot  marines, 
and  as  die  lies  near  the  men  of  war, 
there  is  no  danger  from  infurrec- 
tion.  Thefe  unhappy  men  are  to 
be  employed  in  the  fpring  in  pick¬ 
ing  oakum,  &c.  on  board  in  wet 
weather,  and  on  the  fortifications 
on  flic  re  in  dry  weather.^  A  hun¬ 
dred  more  are  expected  in  fix  weeks. 

17.  An  account  of  lugar  and  rum 
imported  from  March  25,  to  Octo¬ 
ber  19th,  1785. 


Ship- 

Calks 

Calks 

of  Sugar 

of  B  um. 

Jamaica 

1  3Z 

48,615 

*4^743 

Antigua 

3° 

i3-5°5 

529 

St.  Kitt’s 

3° 

14,22  c 

628 

Barbadoes 

15 

7>27  5 

1 33 

Granadoes 

35 

115841 

1,634 

Montferrat 

5 

2,1 59 

5  8 

Nevis 

8 

3^974 

116 

Domnica 

9 

3,601 

14 

St.  Vincent’s 

5° 

4  >273 

251 

Tortola 

5 

2,t  JC 

24 

Tobago 

6 

699 

54 

288 

i  112,272 

18, 1 84 

- _ Wednefday  a  poft-rriafteiq  of 

Greenwich,  in  Kent,  was  convict¬ 
ed  before  Timothy  Brett  and  John 
Ruffel,  efqrsi  two  of  his  majefty’s 
iufiices  of  the  peace  for  that  coun¬ 
ty,  in  two  feveral  penalties  of  ten 
pounds  each,  for  offences  againft  the 
pofi-horfe  duty.  This  ingenious 
gentleman  of  the  whip  contrived  to 
fffue  his  polling  tickets  (which  are 
left  at  the  toll-gates)  for  two  or 
three  miles  each,  when  the  horfes 
Were  hired  to  go  twenty  miles  ;  By 
which  riiearis  he  pocketed  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  duty.  The  a- 
bove  conviction  {hews  the  neceffity 
or  gentlemen  looking  at  the  tickets. 
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in  order  to  fee  if  the  true  number  of 
miles  is  thereon,  as  that  would  be 
an  effectual  means  to  fee  Lire  the  re-> 
venue. 

—  A  new  fpecies  of  fraud,  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  Bank,  was  difeovered* 
A  per  foil  paid  10I.  in  money  into 
the  Bank,  for  which  the  clerk,  as 
ufual,  gave  him  a  ticket,  in  order 
to  receive  a  bank  note  of  equal  va¬ 
lue,  This  ticket  ought  to  have 
been  carried  immediately  to  the  ca- 
fhier  to  make  out  the  note  ;  in  dead 
of  which  he  took  it  home,  and  cu* 
rioufly  added  an  o  to  the  original 
fum,  and  returning,  prefented  the 
fame  fo  altered  to  the  cafihier*  for 
which  he  received  a  note  of  one 
hundred  pounds.  In  the  evening* 
the  clerks,  in  making  up  their  ac¬ 
counts,  found  a  confiderable  defici¬ 
ency,  but  how'  to  account  for  it  was 
the  difficulty  and  it  was  fome  time 
before  a  method  was  hit  upon  to 
make  it  out;  At  length  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  examine  the  tickets  of  the 
day,  when  not  only  that  but  two 
others  were  found  to  have  been  al« 
tered  in  the  fame  manners  In  one* 
the  figure  1  was  altered  to  a  4,  in 
another  to  a  5  ;  by  which  the  artift 
received,  Upon  the  whole,  near 
iocol.  -and  has  not  yet  been  difeo- 
vered* 

18.  The  excellent  Mr.  Howard 
is  gone  to  the  continent,  intending 
to  vifit  the  plague  hofpitals  at  Mar- 
feilles,  to  communicate  fome  difeo- 
veries*  and  try  fome  experiments* 
to  fave  the  lives  of  thofe  unhappy 
patients. 

19.  Tuefday  'afternoon,  about 
four  o'clock,  as  Mr.  Chapman, 
bricklayer)  of  Stoke  Newington* 
was  returning  home*  he  was  attack¬ 
ed  by  four  footpads,  in  the  Dept- 
ford-road*  near  Peckhahi  Gap. 
They  were  walking  in  the  high 
coach  road  •  when  Mr.  Chapman’s’ 
horfe  came  almoft  up  to  them*  they 
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feparated  two  and  two  on  each  fide 
of  the  road  to  make  way  for  his 
horffe,  but  he  not  choofing  to  ride 
between  them,  turned  bis  horfe  to 
go  on  the  outftde  of  them ;  his 
horfe  made  a  trip,  and  at  that  in- 
flan  t  one  of  them,  without  fpeak- 
ing-  a  word,  ffruck  him  on  the  head, 
and  knocked  him  off  his  horfe,  and 
was  making  up  to  him  with  a  cut- 
lafs,  when  Mr.  Chapman,  being  an 
active,  firong  man,  jumped  up, 
guarded  oft"  the  blow  of  the  cutlafs, 
knocked  the  footpad  down,  and  ran 
to  take  up  the  cutlafs,  in  order  to 
defend  himfelf  again  ft  the  four.  As 
he  was  ftooping  for  it,  he  was  knock¬ 
ed  down  by  one  of  the  other  men, 
and  three  of  them  fell  upon  him, 
and  beat  him  in  an  unmerciful  man¬ 
ner  with  the  cutlafs  over  the  head, 
and  robbed  him  of  about  fix  pounds, 
and  one  of  the  footpads  cried, 

Damn  him,  make  an  end  of  him 
at  once.”  But  providentially  two 
gentlemen  were  been  coming  on  the 
road,  upon  which  the  four  footpads 
ran  up  Peckham  Gap,  and  got  clear 
oft'.  The  two  gentlemen  very  hu¬ 
manely  took  care  of  Mr.  Chapman, 
and  conducted  him  home  to  his  wife 
and  family  in  Chureh-ftreet,  Stoke 
Newington,  where  he  lies  danger- 
oufly  ill  of  the  wounds  he  re¬ 
ceived. 

ConJIantinoplc ,  Nov.  4.  The  ad¬ 
vices  which  the- Porte  receives  from 
time  to  time  refpehting  the  progrefs 
of  the  fanatic  Scheich  Manfour,  in 
Upper  Alia,  become  daily  more  a- 
larming,  which  has  occaiioned  frefh 
inft  ruff  ions  to  be  lent  to  the  bafiraw 
of  Erzerum,  that  he  might  take  the 
•mod  eftecftual  meafures  to  reprefs 
that  evil  in  its  beginning.  Scheich 
Manfour,  ftraping  his  conduct  on 
the  founder  of  the  MufTulman  wor- 
fliip,  is  at  the  lame  time  both  pro¬ 
phet  and  foldier.  The  principal 
tenets  attributed  to  him  are,  1. 


That  God,  according  to  his  eter¬ 
nal  decrees,  has  lent  him,  Scheich 
Manfour,  to  put  a  flop  to  corrup¬ 
tion  amongft  men.  2.  That  his 
million  has  put  an  end  to  the  power 
of  Mahomet,  and  that  himfelf  a- 
lone  ought  to  be  looked  upon  now 
as  the  true  prophet.  3.  That  in 
confequence  his  feffaries  mull  ab- 
ftain  from  the  journey  to  Mecca, 
and  from  all  other  pilgrimages  in 
honour  of  the  old  prophet.  The 
number  of  Scheich  Man  four’s  ad¬ 
herents  was  inconliderable  at  firll, 
but  now  they  form  a  little  army, 
with  which  he  has  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  feveral  ftrong  polls,  where 
he  feems  determined  to  defend  him¬ 
felf  in  cafe'  of  an  attack  on  the  part 
of  the  government.  See  Dec.  12. 

20.  Some  gentlemen  courling  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Caftleton,  in 
the  High  Peak,  Derbyfhire,  fta.rted 
a  hare  at  the  foot  of  the  celebrated 
Mam-tor,  a  mountain  elevated  near 
800  feet  above  the  valley,  in  which 
the  town  of  Caftleton  is  lituated. 
She  ran  direbtly  up  the  fteep  afeent, 
and  was  followed  by  a  leafli  of  grey¬ 
hounds  ;  when  they  came  to  the 
top,  the  hare  found  herfeif  fo  clofe- 
ly  purfued,  that  fhe  had  no  other 
alternative  but  death  by  the  dogs, 
or  leaping  diredtly  down  the  preci¬ 
pice  at  leall  130  feet  deep.  She 
made  choice  of  the  latter,  and  the 
dogs  after  her  ;  the  fate  of  all  whs 
what  might  be expedled — they  were 
found  dead  at  the  bottom. 

- —  Statement  of  a  fpecial  law  cafe, 
Forward  againft  Pithood  :  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  a  common  carrier,  to 
whom  the  plaintiff  had  delivered  a 
parcel  of  hops,  at  Weyhill  fair,  to 
be  carried  by  the  defendant’s  wag¬ 
gon.  The  defendant  put  them  into 
his  warehoufe,  and  during  the  night 
a  lire  broke  out  at  an  adjoining 
booth  {fee  p.  15.)  and  confirmed 
the  defendant’s  warehoufe,  and  the 

plain- 
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plaintiff’s  goods  therein.  The  que- 
ftion  for  the  court  to  determine  was, 
whether  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
to  recover.  Lord  Mansfield  ftated, 
that  a  common  carrier  is  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  an  infurer;  and  that  he  is 
liable  for  every  thing,  except  the 
adt  of  God  and  the  king’s,  enemies  ; 
that  is,  even  for  inevitable  acci¬ 
dents  with  thofe  exceptions.  Judg¬ 
ment  was  therefore  given  for  the 
plaintiff. 

—  About  feven  in  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  a  large  (hip  was  feen  two 
leagues  weft  of  the  Land’s  End  in 
apparent  diftrefs,  the  wind  then  very 
hard  at  eaft.  Thirty  people,  from 
a  final  1  village  called  Sunning,  went 
out,  in  two  boats,  to  her  aftiftance. 
Between  the  fhip  and  the  fhore  they 
were  met  by  two  boats  from  the 
veflel,  who  told  them  they  were 
from  Port-au-Prince,  bound  to  Dun¬ 
kirk  ;  that  they  had  been  out  56 
days,  and  had  met  with  very  hard 
weather  ;  that  the  fliip  was  leaky, 
and,  when  they  quitted  her,  had 
fix  feet  water  in  her  hold,  and  they 
fuppoled  file  would  go  down  in  lets 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  This 
did  not  flop  the  Cornifh  men  :  they 
boarded  her,  and  found  very  foul 
play  had  been  ufed,  and  great  pains 
taken  to  fink  the  fhip.  Three  au¬ 
gers  were  found,  with  which  they 
had  bored  two  holes  under  the  ca¬ 
bin-floor  ;  alfo  the  rigging  cut  a- 
way,  and  the  principal  pump-geer 
tied.  They  flopped  the  holes  as 
fall:  as  poflible,  and,  in  a  few  hours, 
trot  her  fafe  into  St.  Mary’s  in 
Scilly  :  her  cargo  is  coffee,  fugar, 
and  indigo.  The  perfon  who  calls 
himfelf  captain,  fays,  his  name  is 
Francis  Cardon  ;  the  fliip  called  the 
Sarah  ;  and  that  they  left  the  real 
captain  Pick  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
They  brought  fifty  chefts  of  dollars 
with  them. 

zu  The  feflions  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 


ley,  which  began  on  the  14th,  end¬ 
ed  this  day,  when  fourteen  perfons 
received  fentence  of  death  ;  viz. 
Michael  Druite,  for  forging  the  or¬ 
der  of  George  Holmes,  on  MefTrs. 
Hankey  and  Co,  for  12I.  10s.  pay¬ 
able  to  William  Thenfon  or  bearer, 
and  publifhing  the  fame  as  true, 
vvith  intent  to  defraud  Mr.  Ifaac 
Brown,  haberdaflier  in  the  Strand  ; 
Thomas  Scrivener,  for  ftealing  in 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  William 
Young  a  draft  for  61.  13s.  id.  on 
Meffrs.  Prefcott  and  Co.  ;  John  a- 
lias  James  Murray,  for  forging  a 
feaman’s  will ;  ]ohn  Harris,  for 
fheep-ftealing  ;  John  Bateman,  A- 
braham  Boize,  Renj.  Rogers,  Jo- 
feph  Leonard,  George  Wilfoii  alias 
Jackfon,  Charles  King,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  Thompfon,  for  burglaries ; 
George  Dunflan,  for  houfe-break- 
ing  ;  Thomas  Shipley,  for  ftealing 
fundry  things  out  of  the  houfe  of 
Dr.  Warren  ;  and  Charles  Seymour 
alias  Moore,  for  ftealing  in  the 
chambers  of  Edward  Poore,  efq.  in 
Lincoln’s-inn,  fofne  wearing  appa¬ 
rel,  a  2oh  bank  note,  and  a  bank 
poft  bill  for  4.8 1. 

Plymouth ,  Dec,  20.  Yeflerday  at 
12  o’clock,  A.  M.  the  execution 
flag  was  hoiftedon  board  the  Stand¬ 
ard  of  64,  in  the  Hamoze,  when 
- -  Moffatt,  boatfwain  of  the  For¬ 
tune  lloop  of  war,  who  was  fen- 
tenced  by  a  court  martial  to  be 
hanged  for  ftriking  his  lieutenant, 
was  executed  purfuunt  to  his  fen¬ 
tence. 

Hague,  Dec .  1 6.  The  ftates  ge¬ 
neral  having  on  Monday  laft  rati¬ 
fied  the  definitive  treaty  concluded 
the  8th  inftant  with  the  emperor, 
baron  Hop  fet  out  yefterday  for 
Bruflels  to  refume  his  poft  of  mini- 
fter  from  the  republic.  See  Public 
Papers . 

Marfcilles ,  Dec.  10.  The  whole 
converfation  of  this  city  is  on  the 
(G  3)  heroic 
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herpic  machine  du  Frenoy.  This 
lady  embarked  ydth  her  huiband,  a 
fp'w  days  ago,  in  a  tartane  for  Ge- 
poa.  They  had  l'carce  loft  light  of 
the  port,  when  they  difcovered  a 
cor  fair  making  towards  them,  and 
finding  it  impoffible  to  efcape  by 
flight,  prepared  to  receive  him.  In 
vain  did  M.  du  Frenoy  endeavour 
to  prevail  on  his  lady  to  go  below ; 
the  rpfolutely  refuted,  and,  feizing 
a  fabre,  placed  herfelf  by  his  fide, 
declaring  fhe  was  determined  to  a- 
bidg  her  fate.  M.  du  Frenoy,  find¬ 
ing  all  arguments  vain,  was  obliged 
to  confent.  The  Algerine  after  a 
broadiide,  grappled  ’  the  tartane. 
Our  people  received  them  gallant¬ 
ly,  but  none  can  defcribe  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  madaine  du  Frenoy.  She 
dew  among  them  with  her  fabre, 
and  with  her  voice  animated  the 
crew,  M.  du  Frenoy  fell  with  a 
piftol  bullet  in  his  thigh  ;  his  lady 
flood  over  him,  and  levelled  with 
one  llroke  a  Turk,  who  advanced 
to  attack  her.  The  pirates  were 
obliged  to  retreat  to  their  own  drip, 
when  they  cut  theirgrapplings,  and 
fell  off,  A  fmart  addon  now  com¬ 
menced  with  the  great  guns.  Ma¬ 
dame  du  Frenoy,  after  affifting  her 
huiband  down  to  the  lurgeon,  re¬ 
turned  upon  deck,  where  (lie  con¬ 
tinued  encouraging  the  men,  until 
the  corfair,  tired  of  his  reception, 
ilreered  off.  We  had  fourteen  men 
killed,  and  thirty  wounded.  The 
lofs  of  the  pirates  mull  have  been 
great ;  they  left  eighty  upon  our 
decks.  The  tartane  being  much 
Shattered,  returned  to  this  port. 
The  magiftrates  being  informed  of 
the  addon,  waited  on  madame  du 
Frenoy,  and  invited  her  in  their 
name  to  the  theatre,  where  lire  was 
received  with  the  loudeft  acclama¬ 
tions,  and  a  crown  of  laurel  placed 
on  her  head  by  the  margins  de  St. 
ChriileaUo 
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New  York ,  Nov.  2.  In  the  re? 
port  of  the  grand  committee  of  con-? 
grefs,  dated  September  27,  1785, 
it  is  recommended  to  congrefs  to 
make  a  requiiition  on  the  united 
Fates  for  three  millions  of  dollars, 
for  the  lervice  of  the  prefent  year, 
in  order  to  pay  one  year’s  interefl 
on  the  foreign  and  domeftic  debts, 
&c.  .The  quotas  of  the  feveral 
Fates  to  be  as  follow,  viz.  New 
Hampfhire,  105,416  dollars.  Maf- 
fachufets,  448,854.  Rhode  Ifland 
and  Providence  Plantations,  64,636. 
Connecticut,  264,182.  New  York, 
256,486.  New  Jerfey,  166,117. 
Pen  nfyl  vania,  410,378.  Delaware, 
44,886.  Maryland,  283,034.  Vir¬ 
ginia,  512,974.  North  Carolina, 
2i  8,0!  2.  South  Carolina,  s  92,366. 
Georgia,  32,060. 

24.  We  learn  from  Stranraer,  in 
Scotland,  that  about  ten  days  ago 
the  mail  from  thence  to  Ballantrae, 
in  Ayrfliire,  was  robbed,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money  taken  out 
of  a  letter.  The  flieriff  of  Whig- 
ton  took  a  precognition  refpeCting 
the  robbery,  when  it  turned  out 
that  the  poFboy  was  the  robber, 
who  has  iince  been  committed  to 
Stranraer  jail,  and  a  conliderable 
part  of  the  money  is  recovered. 

25.  Mr.  Lunardi’s  voyage  from 
Harriot’s  Gardens,  near  Edinburgh, 
on  the  20th  of  December,  was  ra¬ 
ther  an  atft  of  obftinacy  and  defpe- 
ration,  than  of  prudence  and  true 
courage.  He  had  promifed  the  peo¬ 
ple,  that  on  that  day  he  would  af- 
cend  ;  and  he  did  afeend,  though, 
by  the  courfe  of  the  wind,  he  was 
almoF  certain  of  being  dropt  in  the 
lea.  As  he  expected,  fo  it  happen¬ 
ed.  He  fell  in  the  water  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  rocks  of 
Findra  and  Lamb  ;  and  was  lcud- 
dmg  through  the  ocean  like  a  nau¬ 
tilus,  when  he  was  taken  up  by  a 
hilling-boat,  and  brought  fafe  to 
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fhore,  with  the  lofs  however  of  his 
balloon,  which  was  afterwards  taken 
up  by  the  Royal  Charlotte  cutter, 
and  returned  to  him.  In  a  letter  to 
fome  of  his  friends,  dated  in  the  e- 
vening,  he  writes  : 

“  Gentlemen,  I  have  the  honour 
to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  had 
an  hour  of  the  mod:  agreeable  ae¬ 
rial  voyage,  and  an  hour  and  a 
quarter  of  the  moil  d  1  fag  re  e  able  and 
bread-water  lea-voyage.  I  was 
picked  up  by  a  fifhing-boat  while  I 
was  going  full  fail  towards  the  ifland 
of  May,  and  am  now  very  well  at 
Mr.  Nelheth,”  &c. 

This  was  the  lad  aerial  excurfion 
in  the  year  1785.  Of  the  variety 
of  them  that  have  been  undertaken, 
we  have  mentioned  fuch  only  as 
were  attended  with  fome  very  link¬ 
ing  circum dances.  By  way  of  re¬ 
capitulation,  however,  it  may  be 
proper  to  mention  fome  others,  in 
order  to  complete  the  hiftory  of  ae- 
roftation  for  this  year.  See  Philo- 
Jophical  Papers,  Vol.  V.  p.  154. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  Mr.  Har¬ 
per,  of  Birmingham,  afeended  from 
that  place,  at  a  quarter  after  twelve, 
and  m  one  hour  and  twenty-three 
minutes,  failed  about  fifty  miles, 
landing  at  Whetftone  Green,  four 
miles  beyond  Newcaftle-under-line. 

On  the  1 9th  of  April,  about  four 
in  the  afternoon,  the  inhabitants  of 
Chippenham  were  furprifed  by  the 
appearance  of  a  balloon  hovering 
over  that  town,  which  had  been 
launched  at  Bridol  about  two  the 
fame  dav,  with  Mr.  Dicker,  jun. 
The  wind  was  boifterous,  and  tolled 
the  balloon  like  a  football  ;  fome- 
times  clofe  to  the  ground,  and  then 
in  an  inftant  high  in  the  air  ;  fo 
that  the  young  navigator  had  a 
rough  voyage,  •and  was  not  in  a  hu¬ 
mour  to  make  many  aerial  ob- 
fervations^  However,  he  fortu¬ 
nately  landed  fafe  near  the  town, 


On  the  3d  of  May,  Mr.  Blan¬ 
chard  afeended  from  Lan'ghorn’s 
Repository  in  Barbican,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  mifs  Simonet.  On  amend¬ 
ing  into  the  air,  the  aeronaut  fa- 
luted  the  lady  in  fight  of  a  vail  con- 
courfe  ol  people.  They  proceeded 
no  farther  than  Hill-houfe  ferry, 
beyond  Lee  Bridge. 

On  the  7th  of  the  fame  month, 
Mr.'  Sadleir,  of  Oxford,  and  the 
hon.  Mr.  Wyndham,  afeended  at; 
Moulfey-Hurft,  near  Hampton. 
Court.  The  machine  took  a  S.  E» 
courfe,  llrongly  impelled  by  the 
current  of  air  towards  the  fea. 
They,  however,  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  land  near  the  conflux  of  the 
Medway  and  the  Thames,  not  a 
mile  from  the  water’s  edp-e.  The 
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country  people,  to  whom  they  com¬ 
mitted  the  care  of  the  balloon,  while 
they  fecured  their  inftruments  of 
obfervation,  fuddenly  quitted  their 
hold,  when  it  took  its  flight  to  the 
eaftward,  and,  as  it  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared,  fell  in  the  fea,  a  few  leagues 
to  the  e  all  ward  of  the  Note,  where 
it  w'as  taken  up  by  capt.  John  Sher- 
win,  of  Sunderland,  and  reftored  to 
Mr.  Sadleir. 

On  the  1 6th,  Mr.  Lunardi  af¬ 
eended  in  a  magnificent  balloon 
from  the  Artillery-ground.  Evo-  ■ 
lutions  had  been  promifed  to  be  per¬ 
formed,  and  a  prodigious  multitude 
in  courfe  collected.  But  no  evolu¬ 
tions  were  attempted  ;  and  the  ae¬ 
ronaut,  after  riling  a  confiderable 
height  into  the  air,  defeended,  with 
the  moil  alarming  rapidity,  into  the 
garden  of  the  Adam  and  Eve,  in 
Tottenham-court  road,  and  fortu¬ 
nately  unhurt. 

The  fame  day,  Mr.  Sadleir  af¬ 
eended  from  Manchefter,  and  was 
carried  by  a  current  of  air  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Warrington, 
where  he  plainly  faw  on  one  fide 
Manchefter,  to  the  northward  the 
(G  {)  diftant 
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diftant  mountains  in  Weffmor eland, 
and  to  the  wed,  Liverpool,  and  the 
fea.  A  different  current  of  air  then 
conveyed  him  in  another  direction, 
and  he  alighted  about  a  mile  from 
Bury,  in  Lancafhire,  having*  been 
in  the  air  about  an  hour  and  three 
quarters. 

On  the  19th,  Mr.  Sadleir  made 
another  aerial  voyage  in  his  balloon 
from  Mancheffer.  When  at  the 
higheff,  which  he  thought  was  more 
than  two  miles,  and  far  above  the 
clouds,  he  felt  himfelf  much  af¬ 
fected  by  fhort  refpiration,  a  f'evere 
pain  in  his  ears,  and  extreme  cold. 
The  balloon  drained  much  ;  he 
feared  it  would  burd,  and  was  much 
terrified  when  he  found  he  could 
not  open  the  valve,  as  it  was  frozen 
ftiff,  He  faw  nothing  of  the  earth 
for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and 
the  clouds  appeared  to  him  as  if 
rolling  oh  the  furface  of  it.  While 
he  was  in  this  fituation,  a  kind  of 
transparent  fleet  hung  round  him, 
which,  from  the  reflection  of  the 
fun,  made  a  mod  beautiful  appear¬ 
ance,  The  fhadow  of  the  balloon 
alfo  appeared  upon  the  clouds,  and 
feenied  paffmg  on  a  diffeient  direc¬ 
tion  i  and,  after  failing  upwards  of 
fifty  miles  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  he 
landed  near  PontefraCt,  at  a  place 
where  no  perfon  being  near  to  allid, 
except  a  man  on  horfeback,  who, 
being  terrified  at  his  appearance, 
rode  off  full  gallop ;  he  was  drag¬ 
ged  over  hedge  and  ditch,  till  being- 
no  longer  able  to  keep  his  hold,  he 
dropped  down,  much  lacerated,  and 
his  balloon  took  a  fecond  flight,  and 
was  not  recovered  till  after  he  had 
reached  Manchefleragainin  a  chaife, 
It  was  found  by  Mr.  Morton,  of 
Gainfoorough,  who,  as  he  was 
Walking  out,  obferved  in  a  field 
fomething  of  an  immenfe  fize  rolff 
ing  on  the  ground,  and,  purfuing 
|t,  found  it  to  be  a  balloon,  and  at¬ 


tached  thereto  a  large  bafket,  with 
nothing  in  it  but  a  knife  and  a  hat  ; 
he  therefore  concluded  that  the  ow¬ 
ner  had  teen  dallied  to  pieces. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  major  Mot* 
ney,  Mr.  Blake,  and  Mr.  Lock- 
wood,  took  their  departure  in  a  bal¬ 
loon  from  Tottenham-court  road, 
about  one  o’clock,  and  about  four 
were  fet  down  near  Higham  Farm, 
in  Eilex,  where  Mr.  Blake  jumped 
out.  The  balloon  was  no  fooner 
lightened  than  it  was  again  loll  in 
the  clouds ;  and,  after  having  failed 
about  thirty-fix  miles  farther,  the 
voyagers  opened  the  valve,  and 
came  down  on  a  heath  near  Col- 
chelier. 

The  fame  day  col,  Thornton 
afeended  at  South  Lambeth  in  a 
balloon,  that  was  prevented,  by  a 
rope,  from  going  beyond  a  certain 
height.  By  way  of  experiment,  he 
took  up  a  dog  with  him,  which  he 
let  drop  fu {pended  to  a  parachute, 
or  large  filken  umbrella ;  but  the 
colonel  wanting  Ikill  to  manage  it 
properly,  the  poor  animal  defcencL 
ed  to  the  earth  with  great  velocity, 
and  was  killed  on  the  l'pot.  Mr, 
Blanchard  then  afeended  in  the  fame 
balloon,  liberated  from  the  rope, 
and,  about  a  mile  from  the  earth, 
let  down  a  cat,  fufpended  to  a  pa¬ 
rachute,  The  defeent  of  it  was 
beautiful  beyond  delcription.  It 
hovered  more  gently  than  a  feather, 
and  was  wafted  by  the  wind  as  far 
as  Peckham,  where  it  was  found 
fafe  and  unhurt  in  the  net,  between 
two  branches  of  the  tree  on  which 
it  alighted.  The  umbrella  was  fo 
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well  fpread,  that  it  covered  the 
whole  tree.  Mr.  Blanchard  himfelf 
alighted  at  Woolwich. — This  idea 
of  defeending  by  means  of  a  para¬ 
chute,  was  l'uggeffed  by  the  cele? 
Hated  M.  Montgolfier,  who,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  flie  foreign  prints,  pre- 
yailed  u^on  the  magiftrates  of  Ly^ 
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ons,  in  Align  ft  laft,  to  fuffer  a  cri¬ 
minal,  condemned  to  the  gallies  for 
life,  to  defcend,  by  a  fimilar  ma¬ 
chine,  from  a  tower  near  that  city, 
about  2  60  feet  high  :  the  man  came 
Fife  to  the  ground,  and  was  par¬ 
doned  for  his  intrepidity. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  colonel 
Fitzpatrick  afcended  in  Mr.  Sad- 
leir’s  balloon  from  Oxford,  and  a- 
lighted  near  Kingflon  Lifle,  oppo- 
iite  the  White  Horfe  hills,  Berks. 

O11  the  -29th,  Mr.  Biggin  and 
Mrs.  Sao-e  afcended  in  Mr.  Lunar- 
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dft's  balloon  from  St.  George’s 
Fields,  and  alighted  at  Harrow  on 
the  Hill. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  Mr.  Lu- 
nardi  afcended  from  Liverpool,  and 
alighted  in  an  hour  and  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes  (after  the  balloon  had  pur¬ 
ified  various  directions)  at  Sim- 
monffiocd,  twelve  miles  from  Li¬ 
verpool.  The  balloon  being  defi¬ 
cient  in  levity,  to  keep  himfelf  fuf* 
pended,  he  threw  away  his  hat, 
coat,  and  waiftcoat,  which  occa- 
lioned  him  to  fuffer  much  from  the 
cold.. 

On  the  25th  of  Au guff,  Mr.  Sad- 
Jeir  afcended  from  V\  orcefter,  and 
in  two  hours  alighted  at  Sutton 
G  randfome,  abou  t  twenty-five  miles 
diftant,  in  a  corn  field,  where  forty 
people  were  at  harveft,  who  all  fled, 
except  an  old  woman,  who  being* 
with  forne  difficulty  perfuaded  to 
take  hold  of  the  cord,  the  others 
returned  to  his  afliflance. 

On  the  26th,  Mr.  Blanchard  and 
the  chevalier  d’Epinard  afcended  at 
Lille.  At  the  height  of  a  mile, 
they  let  down  a  dog  by  a  parach  ute, 
which  delcended  to  the  earth  gra¬ 
dually,  and  the  animal  alighted  urn? 
hurt  at  the  diftanee  of  two  miles. 
Mr.  Blanchard  and  his  companion, 
fay  the  foreign  prints,  were  carried 
near  three  hundred  Englifh  miles 
from  the  pjacp  of  thpir  departure, 


and  alighted  at  a  village  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Champagne.  They  im¬ 
mediately  fet  off  for  Lille,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  fourth  day  af¬ 
ter  their  afcent. 

On  the  28th,  the  marquis  de  Cu- 
biares,  and  three  others,  let  out  in 
a  balloon  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Paris,  with  a  refolution  to  make 
their  excurflon  as  long  as  poffible ; 
but,  on  account  of  the  violence  of 
the  wind,  they  were  obliged  to  de¬ 
fcend  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
Belle  Vice  Cabot,  twelve  miles  di¬ 
ll  ant.  They  albert,  that,  by  their 
addrefs  in  managing  the  balloon, 
they  keptit  within  70  degrees  (near¬ 
ly  5-4  points)  of  the  wind,  which  is 
as  near  as  large  Dutch  veflels  com¬ 
monly  lie  to  it. 

On  the  1  ft  of  September,  lieute¬ 
nant  French,  of  the  Royal  Chelhire 
militia,  afcended  alone  at  Chefter 
in  Mr.  Lunardi’s  balloon.  In  about 
two  hours  he  defccnded  at  Maccles¬ 
field,  diftant  forty  miles. 

On  the  oth,  Thomas  Baldwin, 
efq.  likewife  afcended  from  Chefter, 
in  the  fame  balloon.  H©  deice nde-d 
at  Pixton  Mel's,  alighting  as  the 
falling  fnow,  and  having  gone  25 
miles  in  two  hours  and  a  quarter. 

On  the  xoth,  Mr.  Sadleir  af¬ 
cended  again  from  Worcelier.  Fie 
defcended  about  nine  miles  beyond 
Litchfield  ;  but  for  want  of  his 
grappling  iron  (which,  infomecon- 
fufion  at  his  firft  afcent,  had  been, 
thrown  out)  he  was  dragged  near 
five  miles  over  a  rough  heath,  and 
at  length  thrown  out  of  his  car,  by 
which  accident  his  balloon  efcaped 
from  him,  and  in  five  minutes  was 
out  of  light.  He  was  not  materi¬ 
ally  hurt  by  his  fall.  The  balloon 
was  afterward  found  at  Middleton, 
near  Durham,  2  50  miles  from  W01** 
Cefser, 

On  the  c;th  of  October,  Mr.  Lu- 
pardi  afcended  from  Edinburgh,  in 
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a  N.  N.  W.  direction.  He  went 
over  the  city  at  a  very  great  heigh r, 
dire  £11 y  acrofs  the  Frith.  When 
about  half  over,  hedefcended  pretty 
low,  and  then  difcharging  fome  of 
his  ballad,  he  rofe  rapidly,  and  dif 
appeared.  He  alighted  at  Calinch, 
three  miles  S.  E.  of  Cupar. 

Befides  thefe,  and  fome  other  ex¬ 
periments  at  home,  the  aerial  voy¬ 
age  of  an.  army  furgeon  in  the  Spa- 
nifh  fervice  deferves  notice.  About 
the  middle  of  July,  he  took  his  de¬ 
parture  from  Aranjues,  and  when 
he  had  afcended  to  the  height  of 
700  fathom,  the  balloon,  to  which 
he  was  attached,  took  lire,  which 
obliged  him  to  cut  the  canvas.  He 
camp  down  with  aftonilhing  veloci¬ 
ty,  and  by  falling  on  the  bough  of 
a  tree,  broke  both  his  legs,  and 
was  otherwife  much  bruiied,  f  orch- 
cd,  and  wounded.  The  prince  of 
Afiurias,  in  compaffion  to  his  fuf- 
Te rings,  fettled  a  penfton  of  8000 
rials  on  him  for  life. 

The  foreign  prints  of  A u gull 
mention  the  aerial  voyage  of  two 
Frenchmen,  Meffrs.  Alban  and  V al¬ 
lot,  who,  they  fay,  afcended  in  a 
balloon  conllrudled  by  order  of  the 
eompte  d’Artois,  from  Javel,  and 
puffing  over  the  river  near  the  wood 
of  Boulogne,  navigated  their  vehi¬ 
cle  to  Bagatelle,  to  gratify  the  cu- 
hiofity  of  the  due  cPAngouleme, 
and  the  due  de  Berry.  After  be¬ 
ing  in  the  air  three  hours,  the  wind 
became  boifterous  ;  but  a  calm  en- 
■fuing,  they  renewed  their  man¬ 
oeuvres,  fucceffively  tr;ml  ported 
themfclves  to  and  from  Bagatelle 
to  Longchamp,  and  at  length  de¬ 
fended,  without  having  loll  any  of 
the  inflammable  air,  though  the 
balloon  had  been  filled  for  more 
than  fix  weeks. — But  this  difeovery 
of  the  art  of  defending  without 
the  evaporation  of  gas,  does  not 
appear  to  have  met  flrice  with  that 
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confirmation  which  was  certainly 
neceffary. 

The  foreign  prints  likewife  men¬ 
tion,  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
a  Perfian  phylfian,  at  Conilanti- 
nople,  without  any  fubfeription, 
conflrudted  a  bdloon,  and  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Grand  Seignior* 
accompanied  with  all  his  fultanas, 
richly  d refled,  afcended  with  two 
gentlemen  belonging  to  the  court, 
from  the  grand  terrace,  which  was 
elegantly  decorated  on  the  occafion. 
Previous  to  their  afeenfion  they  ap¬ 
proached  the  fultan,  whoprefented 
each  with  a  magnificent  pellice, 
with  which  they  immediately  en¬ 
tered  their  car,  and  afcended  to  the 
aftonifhment  of  the  fneflators,  but 
much  more  lo  to  the  inhabitants  at 
thirty  leagues  difiance,  who  were 
witnefles  to  their  defeent  ;  all  of 
whom  were  -ft ruck  with  inexpreffi- 
ble  horror,  under  the  apprehenlions 
of  the  coming  of  their  prophet  to 
chaftife  them  for  the  enormity  of 
their  crimes,  and  fell  every  where 
proflrate  before  them,  fo  that  they 
could  farce  prevail  upon  any  of 
them  to  rife  to  give  them  affiftance. 
At  length  two  of  the  moll  coura¬ 
geous  were  lent  to  the  pacha  of  the 
place,  who  enabled  them  to  fecure 
the  balloon,  and  furniflied  them 
with  the  means  of  returning  to 
court,  where  they  were  received 
with  uncommon  marks  of  honour 
by  the  Grand  Seignior.  Hie  fuh- 
lime  highnefs  ordered  the  balloon 
to  be  hung  up  in  the  mofque  of  St. 
Sophia,  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  fo  wonderful  an  event. 

But  the  conduct  of  the  emprefb 
of  Ruffia  was  the  reverie  of  that  of 
his  fublime  highnefs.  An  air  bal¬ 
loon  having  been  carried  over  to 
Ruffia,  the  conftruetion  of  which 
coil  8ocl.  her  imperial  majefty 
would  not  allow  it  to  be  produced 
to  the  public  ;  and  the  proprietors 
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were  ordered  immediately  to  replace 
it  on  board  the  ftiip.  And  certainly 
it  1911ft  be  allowed,  that  voyages  of 
this  kind,  with  no  one  ufeful  pur- 
pofe  in  view,  and  calculated  folely 
to  gratify  idle  curiofity,  and  pro¬ 
mote  diffipation,  aeferve  no  encou¬ 
ragement.  The  principle  is  now 
fufficiently  known,  but  the  ufe  is 
yet  to  be  difcovered  ;  and  voyages 
of  experiment,  were  any  fuch  let 
on  foot,  by  men  of  fcience,  would 
be  laudable  ;  while  thefe,  which 
call  the  multitude  together,  ought 
to  be  fuppreiied. 

26.  Clutterbuck,  though  con¬ 
demned  to  the  galleys,  {fee p  6 5‘.) 
has  obtained  the  liberty  of  refiding 
on  ftiore ;  but,  according  to  the 
euftom  of  convidts,  is  obliged  to 
wear  the  Have’s  habit,  and  a  large 
iron  ring  round  his  right  leg. 

Peterjburg ,  Nov.  10.  The  ordi¬ 
nance  of  the  emprefs  for  fettliug  the 
police  of  all  the  cities  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  has  for  its  principal  objedf 
their  interior  adminiftration,  their 
profperity,  and  their  increafe.  Each 
city  keeps  a  regifter  of  its  citizens, 
which  is  divided  into  fix  parts  :  the 
firft  contains  the  names  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  property  ;  fecondly, 
the  corporation  of  merchants  ;  third¬ 
ly,  thole  of  tradefmen ;  fourthly, 
foreigners  ;  fifthly,  refpedfable  ci¬ 
tizens,  who  have  filled  fome  poftin 
the  adminiftration ;  and  fixthly, 
thofe  of  the  lower  clafs.  The  new 
towns  railed  under  the  prefent  reign, 
amount  to  216. 

Paris ,  Dec.  22  9  The  edidl  of  a 
new  loan  was  yefterday  regiftered  in 
parliament,  not  in  confequence  of 
an  exprefs  order  from  his  majefty, 
but  with  certain  inuendoes,  and  af¬ 
ter  three  fucceffive  remGnfirances. 
This  loan,  though  looked  upon  as 
a  fatal  blow  to  trade,  is  indifpenf- 
&ble,  on  account  of  the  large  films 


unavoidably  expended  in  the  courfe 
of  the  current  year.  The  affair 
with  Holland  coft  France  forty-five 
millions,  and  it  was  more  honour¬ 
able  to  make  that  facrifice  than  to 
fuffer  the  continent  of  Europe  to  be 
involved  in  the  horrors  of  a  long 
and  bloody  war. 

The  Bafiile  is  to  be  made  a  civil 
prifon,  when  the  cardinal’s  affair  is 
brought  to  a  conclufion.  The  pri- 
foners  will  have  the  fiitisfabfion  of 
feeing  their  friends,  and  procuring 
themfelves  every  means  of  juftifi- 
cation.  This  is  the  firft  beam  of 
liberty  that  has  fhone  on  France  for 
many  years  ;  it  is  hoped  its  benefi¬ 
cence  will  not  flop  here. 

Gloucefier ,  Dec .  26.  On  Tuef- 
day  about  noon,  two  men  and  a 
woman,  well  dreffed  people,  went 
into  the  kitchen  of  Mr.  John  Fow¬ 
ler,  in  the  Bolt-lane,  in  this  city, 
and  feeing  only  his  houfekeeper, 
Anne  Favel,  they  told  her,  that  they 
wanted  to  fpeak  with  her.  She  de- 
fired  to  know  their  bufinefs  ;  the 
woman  faid,  44  We  are  fent  by  a 
lady  for  two  or  three  of  your  teeth ; 
the  lady  will  not  regard  giving  two 
or  three  guineas  for  them.”  44  My 
teeth,”  faid  Mrs.  Favell,  44  I  will 
as  foon  part  with  my  life  as  my 
teeth:”  44  We  muft  and  will  have 
them,”  faid  the  woman,  44  and  I  am 
come  to  hold  you  whilft  thefe  men 
take  them  out.”  44  But  I  will  bleed 
you  before  you  draw  my  teeth,” 
faid  Mrs.  Favell,  44  for  this  fword 
fhall  be  through  your  body  this  mo¬ 
ment  and  running  to  the  chim¬ 
ney-piece,  where  hung  a  naked 
fword,  file  took  it  down.  The 
ftrangers  feeing  her  thus  refolute, 
made  a  precipitate  retreat.  The 
neighbours  were  immediately  a- 
larmed,  but  the  people  made  off  fo 
expeditioufiy,  that  they  could  not 
be  traced.  It  is  fuppofed  they  in¬ 
tended 
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tended  to  have  clapped  a  gag  into 
her  mouth,  and  then  to  have  plun¬ 
dered  the  houfe, 

29.  A  General  Bill  of  all  the 
Chrijlenings  and  Burials ,  from  Dec . 

14,  1784,  to  Dec,  13,  1785. 


Chriftened,  Males  — - 

-  9085 

Females 

8834 

In  all  —  — 

*79*9 

Buried,  Males  — 

9447 

Females  • — 

‘  9472 

In  all  — — * 

* 

18919 

Whereof  have  died, 

Under  two  years  of  age 
Between  two  and  five 
Five  and  ten  — - 

Ten  and  twenty  — 

Twenty  and  thirty  — 

'Thirty  and  forty  — - 
Forty  and  fif  ty  — 

Fifty  and  fixty  — 

Sixty  and  feventy  — - 
Seventy  and  eighty  — 

Eighty  and  ninety  — 

Ninety  and  a  hundred  - 
A  hundred  — • 

A  hundred  and  one 
A  hundred  and  three 
Increafed  in  the  burials 
this  year  ■ — 

30.  To  the  accounts  of  calami¬ 
tous  events  this  year  in  various 
parts  of  the  globe,  may  be  added 
the  inundation  of  the  Danube  on 
the  2 2d  of  June.  That  river  over¬ 
flowed  its  banks  in  fo  violent  a  man¬ 
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ner  as  to  carry  away  bridges,  houfes, 
people,  and  even  whole  villages. 
This  unexpebfed  inundation  did  in¬ 
credible  damage,  as  no  mealures 
could  be  taken  to  prevent  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  it  ;  vail  numbers  of  cattle 
were  drowned ;  but  the  greateii 
misfortune  is,  that  of  feveral  him* 
tired  perfons,  fome  loft  their  lives, 


and  others  their  means  of  fubfifi:- 
ence.  The  caufe  of  this  terrible 
inundation  is  attributed  to  the  vail 
quantities  of  fnow  upon  the  Tyrol, 
Saltzbourg,  and  upper  Aufirian 
mountains. 

Among  other  remarkable  cireurn- 
ftanccs  that  were  obferved  in  this 
fatal  inundation,  were  the  follow¬ 
ing.  The  guard-houfe  of  the  Red 
'lower  at  Vienna  was  filled  with 
water  fo  rapidly,  that  the  foldiers 
were  obliged  to  make  their  efcape 
with  the  ut mold  precipitation.  The 
fuburb  of  Roltan,  though  laid  un¬ 
der  water,  took  fire  twice  by  the 
heating  of  unflacked  lime.  Thefe 
fires  were  however  foon  extinguifh- 
ed.  A  village  confiding  of  twenty 

0^0  v 

houfes,  near  Marienzel,  was  en¬ 
tirely  fwept  away  by  it,  and  the 
vines  torn  up  by  the  roots.  Among 
the  foil  which  the  inundation  left 
behind  it,  there  was  a  prodigious 
number  of  ferpents  and  dead  fifh, 
fo  that  the  ftench  was  almoft  infup- 
portable.  The  great  quantities  of 
mud  heated  and  fermented  raifed 
fwarms  of  infebts  equally  trouble- 
fome  and  mifchievous,  and  caufed  a 
kind  of  epidemic  diforder  among 
thofe  of  the  inhabitants  whofe  houfA 
fuffered  mold  by  the  inundation. 

To  the  account  of  tdds  inunda¬ 
tion  may  be  added,  that  great  part 
of  the  town  of  Writzen,  on  the 
Oder,  together  with  ioo  villages 
and  farms,  were  inundated ;  that 
the  Sleine,  near  New  Gliezen,  and 
the  dykes  above  Cuftrim,  were  both 
broken  down,  and  the  torrent  that 
ifiued  was  irrefifdible  ;  many  of  the 
ftrongeid  edifices  were  carried  before 
it,  with  whole  families  therein,  who 
had  no  poffible  means  of  efcaping  ; 
and  both  llieep  and  cattle  without 
number  perifhed. 

Thefe  inundations  were  followed 
by  fo  general  a  drought  as  fcarce 
ever  had  a  precedent.  Part  of  Ger 

many 
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many,  France,  Spain,  Italy,  Great 
Britain,  and  Holland,  and  as  far  as 
the  46th  degree  of  latitude,  have 
felt  its  effects. 

In  the  internal  provinces  ©f 
France,  not  only  the  ponds  and 
lakes,  but  the  living  lprings,  were 
in  a  great  meafure  dried  up,  inlo- 
much  that  the  farmers,  feeing  the 
calamity  that  was  likely  to  enfue, 
killed  motl  of  their  lpare  cattle  while 
they  were  yet  fit  for  meat,  fo  that 
beef  was  felling  in  Normandy  a- 
bout  the  latter  end  of  June  for  a 
halfpenny  a  pound.  In  Brittany 
and  Piedmont  the  effects  were  firai- 
lar.  In  England  and  Ireland  they 
were  but  (lightly  felt ;  and,  what 
was  remarkable,  in  the  Little  Pala¬ 
tinate  of  Hambourg,  and  the  New 
March  of  Brandenburg,  they  never 
had  more  favourable  feafons,  nor 
more  plentiful  crops. 

Though  the  more  northern  cli¬ 
mates  have  not  felt  the  calamitous 
€  debts  of  thole  vieiffitudes,  they 
have  been  vifited  by  diftreffes  (till 
more  fatal.  Iceland  has  almoft  been 
depopulated  by  famine  and  difeafe ; 
the  internal  provinces  of  Denmark 
have  fliared  in  the  adverfity  ;  and 
in  Sweden,  to  fuffe rings  in  common 
with  her  neighbours,  may  be  added 
a  fire,  which  broke  out  on  the  29th 
of  June  at  Chriftianburgh,  their 
principal  arfenal  for  ftp  res,  which 
communicated  from  one  magazine 
to  another,  till  140  of  them,  built 
of  wood,  and  filled  with  combulli- 
bies,  fuch  as  flax,  hemp,  oil,  ful- 
phur,  &c.  were  all  in  a  blaze  to¬ 
gether.  The  royal  cuftom-houfe, 
newly  built,  was  reduced  to  allies 
with  all  its  contents  ;  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  magazines  fliared  fimilar 
fate,  fo  that  of  all  thofe  next  the 
lea  not  a  trace  remained. 

21.  This  year  has  been  diftin- 
guidied  by  the  great  mcreafe  of 
Sunday  fchools;  an  inititution  ori- 
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ginally  fct  on  foot  by  Mr.  Raikes, 
printer,  of  Glouceiier,  in  the  year 
preceding.  Its  objecft  is  to  prevent 
poor  children,  efpccially  in  great 
manufacturing  towns,  from  (pend¬ 
ing  the  fabbath  in  idlenefs  and  pro¬ 
fligacy,  and  to  employ  that  (acred 
day  in  impreffing  on  their  minds  the 
principles  of  piety  and  virtue,  and 
the  love  of  induftry  and  good  or¬ 
der.  The  effects  of  this  inititution 
have  been  in  the  higheft  degree  be¬ 
neficial  ;  infomuch  that  they  are 
very  generally  patronized  by  the 
affluent  and  humane.  Many  have 
been  eftablidied  in  the  metropolis 
and  its  vicinity,  as  well  as  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  country  ;  and 
they  all  bid  fair  to  make  a  coil! pic u- 

«/  ^  ^  A 

ous  figure  in  the  annals  of  virtue 
and  virtuous  inftitutions.  See  Pub¬ 
lic  Papers . 


BIRTHS  in  the  Tear  1785* 

January  8.  Duchefs  of  Port¬ 
land,  a  (till -born  (on. 

1 8.  Lady  of  fir  John  Reade,  bart* 
a  foil  and  heir. 

30.  Countefs  of  Aylesford,  a 
daughter. 

31.  Countefs  of  Lincoln,  a  fori 
and  heir. 

February  17.  Lady  of  fir  Henry 
Dadiwood,  bart.  a  daughter. 

—  Countefs  of  Galloway,  a 
daughter. 

28.  Countefs  dowager  of  Weft- 
moreland,  lady  of  John  Woodford, 
efq.  a  foil.  > 

March  2~y.  Her  mod:  Chriftian 
majefty,  a  fon,  created  duke  of 
Normandy. 

25.  Lady  of  fir  Harry  Gough, 
bart.  a  Ion. 

April  5.  Lady  of  Robert  Auriel 
Drummond,  eft},  nephew  to  the  earl 
of  Kinnoul,  a  fon  and  heir. 

10.  Lady  of  fir  Peers  Moftyn, 
bart.  a  fon. 


20. 
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20.  Countefs  Percy,  twins,  afon 
and  daughter. 

22.  Lady  Saltoun,  a  fon. 

May  24.  Countefs  of  Tanker- 
ville,  a  daughter. 

— «  Lady  Louifa  Macdonald,  a 
fon. 

June  4.  Lady  Mahon,  a  fon. 

6.  Lady  Hereford,  a  daughter. 

10,  Lady  Maitland,  a  ion. 

22.  Lady  Balgonie,  afon. 

July  1.  Lady  of  John  Robin- 
fon,  efq.  a  fon. 

Augujl  29.  Duchefs  of  Devon-” 
Ihire,  a  daughter. 

26.  Lady"  of  lord  Brownlow,  a 

fon. 

30.  Lady  of  the  hon.  "William 
Wyndhafn  (late  mifs  Harford),  a 
fon  and  heir. 

September  8.  Duchefs  of  Marl¬ 
borough,  a  daughter. 

—  Lady  of  lord  Monfon,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

13.  Vifcountefs  Townfliend,  a 
fon. 

16.  Countefs  of  Leicefter,  a  ion. 

19.  Duchefs  of  Grafton,  afon. 

26.  Lady  of  the  right  hon. 
Charles  Townfliend,  a  fon. 

October  1.  Lady  of  fir  Gregory 
Page  Turner,  bart.  a  fon  and 
heir. 

8.  Lady  of  lord  St.  Afaph,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

18.  Countefs  dowager  of  Gra- 
nard,  a  fon. 

31.  Lady  St.  John,  a  fon. 

Nov.  13.  Vifcountefs  Duncan- 

non,  a  fon. 

16.  Countefs  of  Radnor,  afon. 

December  3 1 .  Counted  of  Har¬ 
rington,  a  fon. 


MARRIAGES  in  the  Tear  1785. 

January  2.  Sir  Gregory  Page 
Turner,  bart.  to  mils  Howell. 

6.  Francis  Henry  Tyler,  efq.  to 
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the  hon.  mifs  Roper,  daughter  of 
lord  Teynham. 

February  3.  James  Everard  A- 
rundel,  efq.  count  of  the  facred 
Roman  empire,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
hon.  James  Everard,  of  Aflicombe, 
Dorfetfliire,  to  the  hon.  mifs  Arun¬ 
del,  countefs  of  the  facred  Roman 
empire,  daughter  of  lord  Aruudel, 
of  Wardour. 

15.  Anthony  Burlton  Bennet, 
efq.  to  the  hon.  mifs  Monckton, 
filter  of  vifeount  Galway. 

18.  Luke  Dillon,  efq,  to  lady 
Ma  rgaret  Augufia  Deburgh,  filter 
of  the  earl  of  Clanrickarde. 

March  3.  Marquis  of  Graham 
to  lady  Jemima  Elizabeth,  fecond 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Afliburn- 
ham. 

17.  Earl  of  Clanrickarde  to  mifs 
Powlett,  only  daughter  of  George 
Powlett,  efq. 

19.  Hon.  Jofeph  Somers  Cocks, 
fon  and  heir  of  lord  Somers,  to  mifs 
Manmret  Nafli,  dauohter  of  the 
rev.  Dr.  Nafli,  author  of  the  HD 
flory  of  VTreefterihire. 

24.  Capt.  Rowley,  fon  of  admi¬ 
ral  Rowley,  to  mifs  Harley,  daugh  * 
ter  of  alderman  Harley. 

27.  The  infant  don  Juan  of  Por¬ 
tugal  to  the  infanta  donna  Char- 
lotta,  eldelt  daughter  of  the  prince 
of  Alturias,  heir-apparent  to  th& 
crown  of  Spain. 

April  12.  Rev.  Geo.  Wm.  Au<> 
riel  Drummond,  nephew  to  the  earl 
of  Kinnoul,  to  the  daughter  of 
capt.  Marfliall,  of  the  navy. 

—  The  infant  don  Gabriel  of 
Spain,  to  the  infanta  donna  Mari¬ 
anna  Victoria  of  Portugal. 

18.  George  Hay,  efq.  to  lady 
Hannah  Charlotte  Maitland,  lifter 
of  Hie  earl  of  Lauderdale. 

May  19.  Hon.  Mr.  Carpenter,* 

brother  to  lord  Tyrconnel,  to  mifs 
•  *  ' 

Mackenzie. 

10.  At  Liibon,  the  hon.  Robert 

Walpole*' 
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Walpole,  envoy  extraordinary  to 
the  court  of  Portugal,  to  mils  So¬ 
phia  Stert,  daughter  of  Richard 
Stert,  efq.  of  that  city. 

June  9.  Sir  James  Graham,  hart, 
to  lady  Catharine  Stewart,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  earl  of  Galloway. 

28.  Sir.  Wm.  A.  Cunyngham, 
bart.  M.  P.  to  mils  Udney. 

July  4.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Ack- 
land,  bart.  to  mils  Hoare,  only 
daughter  of  Richard  Hoare,  efq. 
of  Barn  Elms. 

9.  John  Hay,  efq.  to  the  hon. 
mils  Mary  Forbes. 

1 6.  W  iiliam  Clayton,  efq.  M.  P. 
to  mil's  Eaft,  only  daughter  of  hr 
W.  Eaft,  bart. 

26.  Sir  James  Tylney  Long, 

bart.  to  ladv  Catharine  Windfor, 

* 

filer  to  the  earl  of  Plymouth. 

Augp. Ji  8.  John  Grofett  Muir- 
head,  efq.  to  lady  Jane  Murray, 
third  daughter  of  the  late  duke  of 
Athol. 

18.  Lord  vifcount  Dyfart  to  lady 
Anne  Brown,  daughter  to  the  earl 
of  Altamont. 

19.  Edward  Loveden,  efq.  M.  P. 
to  Mrs.  Nafh,  foie  daughter  and 
heirefs  of  the  late  John  Darker, 

Wq. 

September  5.  James  Dawkins,  efq. 
M.  r.  to  Mrs.  Long,  relitSt  of  the 
late  Charles  Long,  efq. 

8.  Sir  Thomas  Geo.  Skipwith, 
bart.  to  mifs  Shirley,  daughter  of 
general  Shirley, 

12.  Sir  James  Duff,  M.  P.  to 
mils  Dawes. 

16.  Sir  Robert  Burnet,  bart,  to 
mifs  Margaret  Dalrymple,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  general  Elphinftou. 

24.  The  hon.  Edward  James 
Eliott,  lbn  of  lord  Eliott,  to  lady 
Harriet  Pitt,  lifter  of  the  earl  of 
Chatham. 

30.  Hon.  Geo.  Aug,  North  to 
mil's  Hobart. 

Lately,  the  hon,.  Geo.  Pctrc,  fe- 
1 


cond  fon  of  lord  Petre,  to  mifs 
Howard,  daughter  of  Philip  How¬ 
ard,  efq.  of  Corny  Caftle,  Cum¬ 
berland. 

Oflober  9.  George  Hatton,  efq; 
of  Wexford,  to  lady  Ilabella  Sey¬ 
mour  Conway,  youngeft  daughter 
of  the  earl  of  Hertford. 

26.  Sir  John  Chetwode,  bart.  to 
lady  Henrietta  Grey,  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Stamford. 

November  25.  Hon.  Lewis  Tho¬ 
mas  Watl'on,  eldeft  fon  of  lord 
Sondes,  to  mifs  Milles,  daughter 
of  Richard  Milles,  efq.  late  M.  P. 
for  Canterbury. 

December  15.  George  Finch  Flat- 
ton,  efq.  firft  coulin  and  prefump- 
tive  heir  to  the  earl  of  Winchelfea, 
to  the  hon.  mifs  Murray,  only 
daughter,  by  his  firft  wife,  of  vif¬ 
count  Stormont. 

20.  Hon.  Edward  Bouverie,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Radnor,  to  mifs 
A.  Ogle,  daughter  of  admiral  fir 
Chaloner  Ogle. 

31.  Hon.  Mr.  Pratt,  only  fon  of 
lord  Camden,  to  mifs  Molefworthv 
foie  daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  late 
W.  Molefworth,  efq.  and  lifter  to 
lady  Lucan. 


DEATHS  in  the  Tear  1785. 

December  29,  1784.  The  right 
hon,  fir  Thomas  Parker,  knt.  late 
lord  chief  baron  of  the  Exchequer, 
which  office  he  refigned  in  1772 

January  ?.  Peregrine  Cuft,  efq, 
brother  to  iir  John  Cuft,  the  late 
fpeaker,  uncle  to  lord  Brownlow, 
and  M.  P.  for  Ilchefter. 

8.  Lady  Maria  Coventry,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  earl  of  Coventry. 

,  ^  J 

1 1 .  The  hon.  mifs  Frances  Cuft, 
eldeft  daughter  of  lord  Brownlow, 
by  his  iecond  wife. 

j  8.  Thomas  Wiggins,  efq.  M.  P. 
for  Okehampton. 
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20.  The  hon.  Mrs.  Catharine 
Talbot,  mother  to  the  prefent  earl 
Talbot. 

29.  Lady  Vincent,  relidt  of  fir 
Francis  Vincent,  bart.  and  lifter  to 
the  countefs  dowager  of  Tanker- 
ville. 

30.  Lady  dowager  Stourton.  At 
the  aye  of  fourteen  Die  was  married 
to  Robert  Edward  lord  Petre,  by 
whom  Hie  had  one  fon,  father  to  the 
prefent  lord ;  afterwards  fhe  mar¬ 
ried  Charles  lord  Stourton,  by  whom 
file  had  no  iifue. 

February  4.  Dr.  John  Andree, 
fenior  licentiate  of  the  college  of 
phyiicians,  and  one  of  the  two  pro¬ 
jectors  and  inftitutors  of  that  noble 
charity,  the  London  Hofpital,  in 
the  year  1740. 

7.  Anne  countefs  of  Strafford. 
A  little  before  Chriftmas,  her  lady- 
fliip  had  the  misfortune  to  be  terri- 
•  biy  burnt  by  her  clothes  taking  fire 
as  fire  was  fitting  too  near  the  fire- 
fide.  The  fright  which  this  acci¬ 
dent  occafioned  threw  her  into  fits, 
and  at  length  brought  on  her  death. 
She  was  fecond  daughter  of  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  John  duke  of  Argyll,  and 
lifter  to  lady  Greenwich  and  lady 
Mary  Coke.  Lady  Strafford  is  one 
of  the  conftellation  of  beauties  de- 
fcribed  by  Mr.  H.  Walpole,  in  his 
EpiftletoMr.  Eckardt,  the  painter. 

“  The  crefcent  on  her  brow  display’d, 
In  curls  of  loveiieft  brown  inlaid, 

With  every  charm  to  rule  the  night, 

Like  Dian,  Strafford  wooes  the  lagnt ; 

The  eafy  lhape,  the  piercing  eye, 

The  fnowy  bofom’s  purity. 

The  unaffedled  gentle  phrafe 
Of  native  wit  in  all  fhe  fays ; 

Eckardt,  for  thefe  thy  art’s  too  faint, 

You  may  admire,  but  cannot  paint.” 

—  Lady  Camilla  Wake,  wife  of 
Mr.  Wake  of  Bath,  and  aunt  to  the 
earl  of  Tankerville. 

9.  Sir  William  Chapman,  bart. 
The  title  is  extindf.  His  grandfather, 
fir  John  Chapman,  knight,  was 


lord  mayor  at  the  time  of  the  Re¬ 
volution,  and  during  his  mayoralty 
committed  to  Newgate  fir  Robert 
Wright  (chief  juftice  of  the  king’s 
bench)  for  having  u  endeavoured 
the  fubverfion  of  the  eftabliflied  go- 
vernment  by  allowing  a  power  to 
difpenfe  with  the  laws,”  and  for 
being  u  one  of  the  commiffioners 
for  ecclefiaftical  affairs.” 

—  Mrs.  Cordon,  wife  of  Mr. 
John  Cordon,  of  Eaftwood.  She 
was  undrefiing  herfelf,  in  order  to 
go  to  bed,  whither  her  hufband  had 
retired  about  half  an  hour  before, 
when  fine  unfortunately  fet  fire  to 
one  of  her  ruffles  ;  in  endeavouring 
to  extinguifti  the  flames,  file  fet  the 
other  in  a  blaze,  and  that  commu¬ 
nicated  to  her  clothes,  head-drels, 
&c.  Her  cries  awakened  Mr.  Cor¬ 
don,  who  infiantly  got  out  of  bed, 
and  with  great  prefence  of  mind 
wrapped  a  blanket  quite  round  her, 
which  had  the  defired  effecft,  but 
not  before  fhe  was  much  fcorched. 
A  furgeon  and  phyfician  were  lent 
for  from  Nottingham,  who  brought 
with  them  the  neceflary  aids  on  Inch 
occafions ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
but  her  life  would  have  been  faved, 
had  not  the  flames  much  injured 
her  bofom,  from  whence,  a  few 
months  ago,  one  of  her  breafts  bad 
been  cut  off  for  a  cancerous  com*’ 
plaint.  This  brought  on  a  fpeedy 
mortification,  that  put  a  final  period 
to  her  mileries. 

19.  Lord  vifeount  Kilcourfie, 
only  fon  of  the  earl  of  Cavan. 

—  The  countefs  dowager  Gower, 
aged  84,  of  a  mortification  occafi¬ 
oned  by  her  clothes  taking  fire  as 
file  wras  ftanding  by  the  fire,  three 
weeks  ago,  when  her  cries  brought 
her  butler  to  her  affiftance  juft  time 
enough  to  extinguifti  the  flames  b^ 
rolling  her  up  in  the  carpet. 

20.  Philip  Honywood,  efq.  of 
Markes-Hall,  Elfex,  a  general  in 

the 
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the  army,  colonel  of  the  4th  regi-  body,  and  brought  in  their  verdict 
ment  of  horfe,  and  governor  of  Lunacy . 

Kinghon  upon  Hull.  He  was  lie-  27.  Charles  Cary,  vifcount Falk- 
phew  to  the  late  fir  Philip  Hony-  land ;  iucceeded  by  his  grandfori 
wood,  K.  B.  and  reprefented  Ap-  Henry  Thomas  Cary,  a  comet  of 
pleby  in  feveral  parliaments.  At  horfe. 

the  battle  of  Dettingen,  in  1743*  March  r i  Lately;  lady  Arabella 
he  was  defperately  wounded,  as  he  Denny,  aunt  to  the  marquis  of 
was  alfo  at  the  Ikirmifh  of  Clifton,  Lanfdown,  foundrefs  of  the  Mag- 
in  1743'.  dalen  Afylum  in  Dublin,  and  the 

20.  Sir  Rowland  Winn,  bart,  of  only  female  member  of  the  Dublin 
Nollail,  in  Yorkfiiire.  Society  for  promoting  arts  and  ag« 

22.  Suddenly,  at  Mr.  Cowden’s,  riculturei 
in  the  King’s  Mews,  vthere  he  was  2.  Hon;  Mrs;  Trevor,  lifter  to 
upon  a  morning  vifit,  capt.  James  lord  Trevor. 

Batterlby,  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  7.  Right  hon.  fir  Arthur  Brookes^ 
commanded  the  flank  companies  of  hart,  a  privy-counfellor,  and  Mi  Pi 
the  29th  regiment  on  the  unfortu-  in  Ireland. 

nate  expedition  under  general  Bur-  9.  Hoii.  Mrs.  Drax,  wife  of 
goyne.  Tremblingly  alive  to  a  Henry  Erie  Drax,  efq*  and  aunt  of 
fenfe  of  honour,  he  could  not  en-  lord  St.  John,  of  Bletfoe* 
dure  the  leaR  furmife  of  indignity.  14.  I11  Ireland,  lord  Temple* 
The  foldier  and  his  weapon  ruft  a-  town; 

like  with  ina&ivity.  His  martial  16.  Rev.  Ilf  William  Andeffon5 
fpirit  frequently  involved  him  in  bart. 

difputes.  Under  profecution  for  fe-  23;  At  his  apartments  in  Carey*  s 
veral  breaches  of  the  peace,  he,  ilreet,  Lincoln^  Inn,  count  O5- 
who  could  fmile  at  captivity  in  a  Rourke,  defcended  from  the  fove- 
military  prifon  in  America,  could  reigns  of  (TRourke’s  county,  now 
not  brook  confinement  in  a  civil  the  county  of  Leitrim,  in  Ireland*, 
gaol  in  London.  That  he  had  a  fe-  Oliver  Cromwell  flripped  this  fa- 
rious  fenfe  of  the  enormity  of  the  mily  of  an  eftate  Worth  70,000!.  per 
crime  he  committed  on  himfelf,  a  annum.  The  count  had  been  in 
paper,  fuperfcribed  with  his  own  the  Imperial  and  French  fervice, 
hand,  found  ftuck  upon  the  point  and  had  the  order  of  St;  Louis  con- 
of  the  penknife  (which  he  had  taken  ferred  on  him  by  the  French  king 
up  unobferved  in  the  houfe  he  was  for  his  bravery;  He  had  prefented 
in,  and  with  which  he  perpetrated  a  memorial  to  the  king  in  confidera- 
the  aft  of  defperation)  will  Ihew.  tion  of  his  family  being  ftripped  of 
It  contained  the  following  words  fuch  an  immenfe  fortune  (which  is 
and  marks  :  in  part  now  in  the  crown)  to  allow 

“  An  apology  (if  any  there  can  hini  a  penfiori. 
be)  for  fuicide.  Death  before  dif-  April  14..  William  Whitehead, 
honour  ! !  !”  efq.  poet  laiireat,  regifier  and  ie- 

Captain  Batterlby  was  an  officer  cfetafy  of  the  knights  companions 
tin  half-pay,  and  had  lately  fought  of  the  moil  honourable  order  of  the 
a  duel  with  young  Mr.  Drummond.  Bath,  author  pf  the  Roman  Father, 
.(See  Vol.  V»  />•  103.)  The  coro-  the  School  for  Lovers;  feveral  pro- 
jier’s  inqueft  fat  next  day  on  the  logues;  poems,  fongs,  &e« 
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i  jjv  Sir  John  Dyke  Ackland,  bart. 
He  is  fucceeded  in  the  title,  and 
part  of  the  eftate,  by  his  uncle,  now 
nr  Thomas  Dyke  Ackland. 

18.  Oliver  Cromwell,  jun.  only 
fon  of  Mr.  Oliver  Cromwell,  an 
eminent  attorney  in  Effex-ftrefit. 
He  was  born  Sept.  24,  1782.  His 
father  is  now  the  laft  male  defcend- 
ant  from  the  great  Oliver. 

—  The  hon.  Mrs. Margaret  Mur¬ 
ray,  lifter  to  the  earl  of  Mansfield. 

La ft  month,  M.  Diderot,  one  of 
the  greateft  mathematicians  of  the 
age. 

1 1 .  The  countefs  of  Aldborough, 
lady  of  the  earl  of  Aldborough,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  She  was 
on  their  journey  to  London  from 
their  feat  in  Suffolk,  and  was  feized 
with  an  apoplexy  at  the  Crown  at 
Brentwood,  where  they  had  flept 
the  preceding  evening,  and  expired 
immediately. 

24.  Samuel  Houfe,  a  publican, 
in  Wardour-ftreet,  celebrated  by  the 
name  of  Sam  Houfe ,  and  one  of  the 
moil  extraordinary  characters  of 
modern  time.  Amongff  many  o- 
ther  iingularities,  he  never  wore  a 
coat  nor  a  wig,  nor  was  ever  found 
in  bed  (except  when  ill)  after  four 
in  the  morning.  Though  blunt 
and  uneducated  in  his  manners,  he 
was  juft  and  honeft  in  all  his  deal¬ 
ings,  and  his  word  upon  all  occa- 
fions  facred.  He  early  efpoufed  Mr. 
Fox’s  party  upon  principles  of  pa- 
triotifm,  which  his  condueftindifput- 
ably  evinced  ;  as  he  was  not  only 
a&ive  in  forwarding  his  intereft,  but 
frequently  entertained,  at  his  own 
expence,  thole  of  that  party  who 
would  eat  buttock  of  beef,  and 
drink  porter  in  Wardour-ftreet.  He 
was  never  embarraffed  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  any  man  ;  and  though  he 
frequently  called  upon  the  great, 
and  was  admitted  into  their  pre¬ 
tence,  he  never  changed  his  drefs, 


i  I  P  A  L  [1785. 

or  his  character.  In  Ihort,  like 
Brutus,  he  died  in  what  he  thought 
the  fervice  of  his  country  (having 
never  been  able  to  throw  off  a  cold 
he  got  at  the  Weftmirifter  election), 
and  his  character  might  be  parodied, 
from  what  Antony  fays  of  that  di- 
ftinguilhed  patriot : 

This  was  the  nobleft  Briton  of  them  all ; 
All  the  confpirators,  fave  only  he, 

Did  that  they  did,  to  crofs  the  views  of 
Crefar. 

He  only  in  the  general  honefl  thought, 
And  Common  good  to  all,  made  one  of 
them. 

His  life  was  humorous,  and  the  elements 
So  mixed  in  him,  that  Nature  might  ftand 
up 

And  fay  to  all  the  world,  “  This  was  ati 
Oddity.” 

24.  The  reigning  duke  of  Meck- 
lenburgh  Schwerin, 

30.  Samuel  Blackwell,  efq.  M.  P. 
for  Cirencefter. 

27.  Prince  Leopold  of  Brunf- 
wick.  See p.  34. 

May  9.  The  duke  de  Choifeul, 
the  late  celebrated  premier  of 
France.  His  corpfe  was  buried,  at 
his  own  requeft,  in  a  particular  fpet 
of  his  Park  ;  where  he  has  ordered 
a  male  cyprefs  tree  to  be  planted, 
and  another  of  the  female  kind, 
when  the  laft  tribute  to  nature  is 
paid  by  his  furvivingconfort,  whofe 
remains  are  to  be  laid  next  to  his 
own. 

10.  Lady  Elizabeth  Stanhope, 
lifter  of  earl  Stanhope. 

13,.  John  Bates,  efq.  alderman 
of  Queenhithe  Ward. 

22.  Lady  Bowyer,  mother  of  the 
prefent  fir  William  Bowyer,  bart. 

23.  Mr.  William  Wooliett,  the 
celebrated  engraver. 

24.  Robert  A  hop,  efq,  alderman, 
of  Bridge  Ward  Without,  and  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  city. 

25.  Francis  lord  Godolphin  ;  the 
'title  extineft. 

28.  Richard  Atkinfon,  efq  M  P. 

for 
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for  New  Romney,  and  alderman  of 
Tower  Ward. 

19.  Lieutenant-general  fir  Robert 
Rich,  bart.  colonel  of  the  4th  re¬ 
giment  of  foot. 

29.  Andrew  Coltce  Ducarel,  efq. 
LL.  D.  F.  K  and  A.  SS»  com- 
miliary  and  official  of  Canterbury, 
&c. 

June  7.  George  earl  Pomfret. 

9.  Lady  of  the  rev.  hr  Thomas 
Bough  ton,  hart. 

29.  Harriet  viicountds  Mount- 
garret. 

July.  Dorothy  vifcouiitefs  dow¬ 
ager  Powerfcourt. 

1,  General  fames  Oglethorpe, 
the  oldeft  general  in  England,  aged 
87. 

3.  Charles  earl  of  Portmore. 

6.  The  bifliop  of  Lubec,  duke  of 
Holflein-Oldenbourgh. 

jo.  Lady  Audley. 

• —  Matthew  lord  Forte fcue. 

17.  Margaret  Cavendifh  Harley, 
duchefs.  dowager  of  Portland. 

G 

23.  Sir  Henry  Tichborne,  bart. 

27.  Mrs.  Jenkinfon,  mother  of 
the  right  horu  Charles  Jenkinfon, 
and  of  Mrs.  Cornwall,  wife  of  the 
right  hon.  Charks  Wolfran  Corn¬ 
wall,  lpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons, 

Augujt  8.  Lady  Moore,  rellH 
of  the  late  admiral  lir  John  Moore. 

9.  The  infant  don  Lewis,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  king  of  Spain. 

25.  Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte, 
bart. 

—  Righthon.  hr  William  Lynch, 
K.  B. 

26.  George  vifcount  Sackville. 

September  7.  Hon.  Mary  Judith 

Cocks,  eldeft  daughter  of  lord  So¬ 
mers. 

— •  Countefs  of  Hadington. 

10.  George  earl  of  Aber^a- 
venny. 

it.  Thomas  Reynolds  Dude, 
lord  Dude. 
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18.  Sir  William  Robirifbfl,  baft, 
brother  to  the  lord  primate  of  Ire* 

land. 

Lately,  at  Lyons,  the  hoil.  and 
rev.  lord  Edward  Seymour,  dean  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  brother  to  the  duke 
of  Somerfet* 

19.  Maria  Antoiiietta,  queen  of 
Sardinia. 

QElober  7.  John  lord  Dormer* 
aged  93- 

9.  Rev.  hr  Jphn  Cullum,  bart. 

12.  General  Cuthbert  Eliifon* 
aged  91. 

18.  At  Naples,  the  right  hon@ 
Humphry  Mo r rice. 

21.  Henry  Robert  Trevor,  oro* 
ther  of  vifcount  Hampden. 

2  3 .  Robert  Henley  Ongley,  lord 
Ongley,  late  M.  P.  for  Bedford* 
fhire. 

29.  Sir  William  Wake,  bart.  late. 
M.  1\  for  Bedford. 

3 1 .  His  ferene  highnefs  the  land* 
grave  of  Heffe  Caflel. 

November  5.  Sir  Walter  Blount* 
bart. 

6*  Prince  George  of  Mecklen* 
burgh  Strelitz,  brother  to  the  queen. 

10.  Sir  Alexander  Dick,  bart. 

11.  George  lord  Elibank. 

14.  Sir  George  Coghill,  bart«f 
M.  P.  for  Newport,  Cornwall. 

*  —  Lewis  Philip,  duke  of  Or* 

leans,  fir  ft  prince  of- the  blood  in 

France ;  lucceeded  bv  his  fon  the 

*  # 

duke  of  Chartres. 

13.  Lord  Rutherfbrd,  a  lieute¬ 
nant  in  the  navy. 

17.  Lieut,  gen.  Henry  Lifter. ^ 

19.  Hon.  and  rev.  Geo.  Talbot* 
D.  D.  uncle  to  earl  Talbot  and  lady 
Dinevof. 

20.  Sir  James  Wright,  bart.  late 
governor  of  Georgia. 

—  Rev.  Richard  Burn,  LL.  D* 
author  of  the  Jufticeof  Peace,  and 
Eccleiiaftical  Law. 

23.  — ■ — *  Sandys,  efq.  nephew 
and  heir  to  lord  Sandys* 

(H  2) 
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23.  Richard  Glover,  efq.  author 
of  Leonidas,  Medea,  &c. 

• —  Mr,  John  Henderfon,  of  Co¬ 
vent-garden  theatre. 

30.  Countefs  dowager  Cornwal¬ 
lis. 

December  2.  Sir  Gilbert  Heath - 
cote,  bait. 

6.  Mrs.  Catharine  Clive,  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  adtrefs. 

9.  John  Baptifla  Cipriani,  F.  R. 
A.  the  celebrated  painter  and  de- 
iigner. 

11.  Anne  countefs  of  Corke  and 
Orrery. 

12.  The  princefs  Charlotte  Wil- 
helmine  of  Hefie  Darmlbadt,  con- 
fort  of  prince  Charles  of  Meck- 
lenbourg  Strelitz,  brother  to  her 
majefiy. 

18.  Sir  Charles  Frederick,  K,  B. 

,.4.  ■  ■  . - - - — - 

PROMOTIONS  in  the  Tear  1785. 

January  \?.  Ralph  Woodford, 
efq.  late  envoy  extraordinary  to  the 
court  of  Denmark,  to  be  commlf- 
fary  to  treat  with  the  commilfary  of 
the  Catholic  king  concerning  new 
arrangements  of  commerce,  purfu- 
,ant  to  the  definitive  treaty  concluded 
between  the  two  crowns  at  Yer- 
iailles,  the  zd  of  September,  1783. 

21.  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  bait. 
Edward  Hunt,  John  Henflow,  Geo. 
Marfli,  George  Rogers,  William 
Palmer,  William  Campbell,  Edward 
Le  Gras,  John  Laforey,  Henry 
Martin,  Charles  froby,  and  Henry 
Duncan,  efqrs.  to  be  conamiffioners 
of  the  navy. 

. ’February  g.  The  earl  of  Glen- 
dare,  to  be  a  privy  counfellor  of 
Ireland. 

13.  John  Pownall,  efq.  to  be  a 
commiffioner  of  the  cuftoms, 

—  Hon.  John  Luttrell,  to  be  a 
(commiilioner  of  the  exciie. 

19.  John  Campbell  Sutherland, 


efq.  to  be  commiffary  of  the  com- 
miffariat  of  Caithnel's  and  Suther¬ 
land. 

- —  john  Temple,  efq.  tobecon- 
ful  general  to  the  United  States  of 
America.  See  Public  Papers . 

March  1 3 .  The  earl  of  Bedlivc, 
fir  Skefiington  Smyth,  bart.  and 
David  Latouche,  efq.  to  be  privy 
counfellors  of  Ireland*. 

April  14.  Mr.  William  Cafion, 
to  be  letter-founder  in  ordinary  t« 
his  ma  jelly. 

19.  The  earl  of  Leven,  to  be 
high  commiilioner  to  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland. 

20.  The  honour  of  knighthood 
on  James  Douglas,  efq.  couful  ge¬ 
neral  at  Naples. 

23.  Mr.  Frederick  Polydore  Nod- 
der,  to  be  botanic  painter  to  the 

queen. 

23.  The  rev.  Thomas  Warton, 
B.  D.  of  Oxford,  to  be  poet  laureat. 

30.  Matthew  Goffet,  jun.  efq. 
to  be  vifcou.nt.of  the  i fie  ol  jerley. 

— -  James  Stewart,  efq.  to  be  com- 
miiTarv  clerk  of  the  commiflariat  of 

J 

Dunkeid. 

May  14.  Thomas  Stevenfon,  efq. 
to  be  ferjeant  at  arms  in  ordinary  to 
his  majefiy. 

Ju?ie  it.  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then,  to  be  governor  of  theiilands 
of  Scilly. 

25.  Charles  Whitworth,  efq.  to 
be  minifler  plenipotentiary  to  the 
king  and  republic  of  Poland. 

—  James  Walker,  efq.  to  be  mar- 
. flial  of  the  Ring’s  Bench. 

—  Alexander  Chriilie,  jun.  clerk, 
to  be  the  commifiariat  of  Lauder. 

July  2.  Richard  Bourke,  other- 
wile  De  Buvgho,  efq.  to  be  a  baro¬ 
net  of  Ireland. 

William  Godfrey,  efq.  to  be  the 
fame, 

- —  Edwin  Francis  Stanhope,  efq* 
to  be  a  commiilioner  of  the  duties 

on  fait. 


5.  Ran- 
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5.  Randal  William  earl  of  An¬ 
trim,  to  be  vifcount  Dunluce,  and 
earl  of  Antrim,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland*  with  remainder  to  his 
daughters  and  their  heirs  male. 

—  Elizabeth  dowager  baronefs 
of  Longford,  to  be  countefs  of 
Longford,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land,  with  the  dignity  of  earl  to 
her  heirs  male. 

The  dignity  of  earl  of  the  faid 
kingdom  to  the  following  noble- 

o  o 

men  : 

John  vifcount  Carlow,  to  be  earl 
of  Fort  Arlington. 

Barry  vifcount  Farnham,  to  be 
earl  of  Farnham. 

Simon  vifcount  Carhampton,  to 
be  earl  of  Carhampton. 

John  vifcount  Mayo,  to  be  earl 
of  Mayo. 

And  the  dignity  of  a  vifcount  of 
the  faid  kingdom  to  the  following 
noblemen  : 

Thomas  lord  Dartrey,  to  be  vif¬ 
count  Cremorne. 

Archibald  lord  Gosfard,  to  be 
vifcount  G  os  ford. 

Ralph  lord  Clonmore,  to  be  vif¬ 
count  Wicklow. 

St.  Leger  lord  Doneraile,  to  be 
vifcount  Doneraile. 

The  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
faid  kingdom  to  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  : 

Cornelius  O’Callaghan,  efq.  to 
be  baron  Lifmore. 

Right  hon.  Charles  Tottenham 
Loftus,  to  be  baron  Loftus. 

Sir  Cornwallis  Maude,  bart.  to 
be  baron  de  Montalt. 

Richard  Malone,  efq.  to  be  ba¬ 
ron  Sunderlin. 

—  James  Balmain,  efq.  to  be 
commiffioner  of  excife  in  Scotland. 

Henry  Boult  Cay  and  John  Vi¬ 
vian,  efqrs.  to  be  folicitors  of  the 
excife  in  England. 

12.  Sir  John  Dick,  bart.  one  of 

the  comptrollers  of  the  army  ac¬ 


counts,  fir  William  Mufgrave,  bart. 
William  Mollefon,  efq.  the  other 
comptroller  of  the  army  accounts, 
or  the  comptrollers  of  the  army  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  time  being,  John 
Thomas  Batt,  and  John  Martin 
Leake,  efqrs.  to  be  commidioners 
for  auditing  the  public  accounts. 

—  The  rev.  John  MfFarlane,  to 
be  his  majefty’s  almoner  in  Scot* 
land. 

30.  Joah  Bates,  efq.  to  be  a 
commiffioner  of  thecuftoms. 

Augufi  3.  Lord  vifcount  Dal- 
rymple,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary 
and  miniffer  plenipotentiary  to  the 
court  of  Berlin. 

13.  Earl  Cowper,  and  his  ifftie, 
allowed  by  the  king  to  take  the  title 
and  arms  of  a  prince  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire,  conferred  on  him 
by  the  prefent  emperor  of  Germany, 
the  3  1  if  of  Jan  u  ary,  1778. 

29.  Charles  Bowen,  efq.  to  be 
gentleman  ufher  extraordinary  to 
the  prince  of  Wales. 

September  24.  William  Fauquier, 
efq.  to  be  fecretary  and  regiiler  of 
the  order  of  the  Bath. 

27.  Rev.  and  hon.  Edward  Ve¬ 
nables  Vernon,  to  be  cannon  of  the 
Cathedral  of  Oxford. 

—  Rev.  George  Prettyman,  D. 
D.  to  the  rediory  of  Sudburn,  cum 
capella  de  Orford,  in  Suffolk. 

Otlober  1.  George  Cherry,  efq. 
to  be  a  commiffioner  of  the  victual¬ 
ling  office. 

11.  Hon.  Edward  James  Eliot, 
to  be  remembrancer  of  the  court  of 
exchequer. 

—  Robert  Blair,  M.  D.  to  be 
profeffor  of  aftronomy  at  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

i  t.  Edward  Tucker,  jun.  efq.  to 
be  fecretary  and  provotl  marfhal 
general  of  the  iilands  of  Bermuda. 

29.  Jofeph  Ewart,  efq.  to  be  fe¬ 
cretary  of  legation  at  the  court,  of 
J3erlin. 
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Wevembcr  15.  Hugh  Elliot,  efq. 
to  be  envoy  extraordinary  to  the 
court  of  Denmark,  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  character  of  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  • 

23,  Right  hon„  Thomas  Orde, 
|o  be  privy  counfellor. 

William  Gill,  efq.  alderman 
of  Walbrook  Ward,  to  betreafurer 
©f  ChrifPs  Hofpital, 

December  3  Auguftus  Pechell, 
efq.  to  be  receiver-general  of  the 
^poll-office, 

9,  Right  hon.  William  Eden,  to 
be  one  of  the  committee  for  the 
confide  ration  of  all  matters  relative 
to  trade  and  foreign  plantations,  and 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter 

flenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
ranee  for  negotiating  commercial 
arrangements. 

20.  William  Eoffiawen,  efq.  to 
be  one  of  the  commiflioncrs  for  vic¬ 
tualling  his  majefly’s  navy. 

27.  Daniel  Bomeefler,  efq.  to  be 
eonfu!  at  Minorca,  Majorca,  and 
Jvica. 

-—r  Mr.  Archibald  Davidfon,  to 
be  the  principal  of  the  college  of 
Gdafgcw* 

SHERIFFS  appointed  for  the  Year 
178^. 

Rerkfhire-— -Edward  Thornhill,  of 

Kingdom 

Redfordfhire — Wm,  Gibbard,  of 
Sharjabropke. 

Rucks. — Tho.  Saunders,  of  Brill. 
Cumberland— Edward  Knubley,  of 
Wigton, 

Chefhire — Hon.  Wjlbraham  Tolle- 
jnache,  of  Woodhay. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdonftiire— - 
John  Crichloe  Turner,  of  Great 
Stykely. 

Cornwall — Wefton  Helyar,  of  New^ 
ton,  efq, 

Pevonfhire^Jn,  Hen?  Southcote, 
of  RucklatiL 


Dorfetfhrre- — Hon.  Lionel  Darner, 
of  Warmwell. 

Derbyshire-— Herbert  Greenffnith, 
of  Priory. 

Effiex— George  Bowles,  of  Wan- 
llead. 

Gloucefterfliire— -  John  Niblett,  of 
Gloucefter, 

Hertfordjfhire — Wm.  Phillimore,  of 
Aldenham. 

Herefordfhire  —  Sir  Hungerford 
Hofkins,  bart. 

Kent- — Edward  Knatchbull,  of  Pro- 
vender. 

Leiceflerfliire— -Wm,  V ann,  of  Bel- 
grave, 

Lmcolnfliire— Charles  Chaplin,  of 
Blankney. 

Monmouthfhire—- Wm,  Rees,  of  St, 
Bride’s. 

Northumberland — Sir  Henry  Lid- 
del,  bart, 

Northamptonihire* — -Lucas  Ward, 
of  Gillfbrough. 

Norfolk— -Edw,  Stracey,  of  Rack- 
heath. 

Nottinghamfhire  —  Sharbrooke 
Lowe,  of  Southwell, 

Qxfordlhire —  John  Lenthall,  oi 
Burford. 

Rutlapdfhire— -Thomas  Falkner,  of 
Moreott. 

Shropihire— Robert  More,  of  Lin- 
ley. 

Somerfetfhire — Richard  Crofs,  of 
Broomfield, 

Staffordfliire — Thomas  Stevenfon, 
of  Stafford. 

Suffolk-— Thomas  Gooch,  of  Ben- 
acre, 

Hants, — Sir  Jn.  Whalley  Gardi¬ 
ner,  bart. 

Surrey — James  Payne,  of  Chert- 
fey. 

Suffiex — Wm,  Nelthorp,  of  Sedg? 
wick  Park, 

Warwickfhire — -Jofeph  Boultbee,  of 
Baxterley. 

Worcefterfliire  —  Richard  Bourne 
Charlett,  of  Elmly  Cable. 
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Wilts. — James  Sutton,  of  Round- 
way. 

Yorkfhire  —  Sir  Thomas  Turner 
Slingfby  of  Scriven  Park,  bart. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Brecon — Walter  Roberts,  ofLlan- 
vihangell. 

Carmarthen — >Wm.  Lewes,  of  Lly- 
fnewydd. 

Cardigan — Thomas  Powell,  of  N an- 
teos. 

Glamorgan — Stephen  White?  of 
Mifkin. 

Pembroke — John  Llovd,  of  Dale 
Caftle. 


Radnor — James  Price,  of  Clirow. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Anglefea— Rich,  Lloyd,  of  Mo- 
nachdon. 

Carnarvon— John  Jones,  of  Beyn- 
hir. 

Denbigh — John  Twigge,  of  Bur* 
has. 

Flint' — Sir  Tho.  Hantner,  of  Han- 
mer,  bart. 

Merioneth.— John  Jones,  of  CyfF- 

w* 

Montgomery.— Sam,  Yates,  of  Lae- 
brinemair. 
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Letter  from  the  Honourable  Warren  Ha  flings^  Governor-General  of  Bengal* 
to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaf -India  Company s 
dated  Luckno-iv,  April  30.  IVith  a  Bojlfcript^  dated  Hay  1 3,  1784. 


Luebiovo ,  April  30,  1784. 
Honourable  Sirs, 

I  HA  VE  judged  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  make  trig}  of  every 
prafticable  ebance  of  conveying  to 
you  the  earlieif  intelligence  of  my 
arrival  at  the  place  from  which  this 
letter  is  dated,  and  of  the  fir  ft  eflfefts 
produced  by  the.  accotpmodation^, 
which  100k  place,  by  the  pefolution 
of  the  governor-general  and  coun¬ 
cil,  palfed  on  the  3  i  ft  of  December 
lad,  and  already  notified  to  you  by 
the  fucceflive  difpatches  of  your 
fhi  ps.  I  fli all  begin  the  thread  of 
my  report  from  that  date. 

I  foon  after  found  that  the  date 
of  this  country  was  fo  difordered  in 
its  revenue  and  adminidration,  and 
the  credit  and  influence,  of  the  na¬ 
bob  himfelf  fo  much  lhaken  by  the 
effefts  of  the  late  ufurpationof  his 
authority,  and  the  conteds  which 
attended  it,  as  to  require  the  accef- 
iion  of  an  extraneous  aid,  to  redore 
the  powers  and  conditution  of  his 
government ;  and  I  was  drongly 
and  repeatedly  urged  to  repair  hi¬ 
ther  in  perfon  for  that  purpoie. 

Thefe,  infiances,  though  declared 
to  be  conformable  to  the  wifhes  of 
the  nabob  viz’er,  his  family  and  mi- 
miders,  haying.  been  privately  con¬ 
veyed  to  me,  I  reprefented  them  as 
fuch  to  the  board  on  the  20th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  and  offered  my  fervices  to 
to  Lucknow,  whenever  the  na¬ 


bob  vizier  diould  require  it,  whiefi 
I  knew  from  undoubted  authority 
he  would,  with  his  anfwer  to  the 
notification  formally  made  to  him, 
of  the  31ft  of  December. 

My  reafons  for  thus  anticipating 
the  occafion  were  many  ;  the  di- 
drafted  date  of  affairs,  which  every 
fufpenfion  of  a  day  would  aggra¬ 
vate  ;  the  feafon  of  the  collections 
requiring  tfie  application  of  early 
exertions  for  their  fecurity,  and  my 
own  infirm  date  of  health,  which 
was  net  equal  to  fudain  fo  long  a 
journey,  if  protrafted  to  the  corn? 
mencement  of  the  hot  winds. 

My  offer  was  accepted  by  a  con¬ 
ditional  declaration  on  the  part  cr 
Mr,  Wheeler,  and  I  made  infiant 
preparations  for  the  journey. 

"  On  the.  14th  pf  February  the  na¬ 
bob’s  invitation  arrived  :  I  repeated 
the  propofal ;  the  fame,  authority 
decided  its  acceptance,  and  on  the 
1 7th  I  took  my  leave  of  the  board, 
and  departed  from  Calcutta  with  a 
fevere  indifpofition,  which  had  feiz- 
ed  me  fome  time  preceding,  then, 
hanging  on  me  ;  happily  the  change 
of  air  effefted  my  fpeedy  cute,  and 
911  the  27th  uk.  I  arrived  at  this 
place  in  a  date  of  health  fo  con¬ 
firmed,  as  to  promile  an  unremitted 
attention  to  the  very  important  ob¬ 
jects  of  my  commiffion. 

On  my  way,  I  had  the  alarming 
perfpeftive  of  a  foil  fo  completely 
exhaufted  of  its  natural  moifiure. 
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by  the  failure  of  one  entire  feafon 
of  the  periodical  rains,  that  except 
the  fields  of  grain,  which  have  been 
kept  in  vegetation  by  the  uncom¬ 
mon  labour  of  the  hufbandmen,  and 
were  fiill  clothed  with  a  luxuriant 
produce,  or  retained  the  Rubble  of 
the  recent  harveR,  the  plains  exhi¬ 
bited  an  appearance  of  barrennefs, 
io  dreary,  that  even  the  roots  of  its 
former  herbage  no  longer  exified, 
and  the  deep  ravines,  and  beds  of 
livers  which  I  palled,  threw  up 
clouds  of  dull  from  their  channels. 
Thefe  are  not  circumfiances  of  tri¬ 
vial  oblervation,  nor  are  they  con¬ 
fined  to  the  lands  of  thefe  provinces  ; 
every  region  of  HindoRan  has  felt 
the  fame  angry  vifitation,  and  an¬ 
other  year  of  equal  drought,  which 
is  not  to  be  expeCted  in  the  courfe 
of  natural  events,  would  put  it  out 
of  the  reach  of  human  wifdom  to 
prevent,  or  retrieve  the  dreadful  ca¬ 
lamity  which  mull  attend  it. 

Yet  fuch  is  my  reliance  on  the 
gratitude  and  unbounded  confidence 
of  the  nabob  and  his  minifiers,  that 
|  dare  promife,  even  at  this  imma¬ 
ture  period,  under  every  circum- 
Rance,  but  the  dreadful  one  which 
I  have  fuppofed,  and  which  I  have 
Rated  as  improbable,  a  fuccefsful 
progrefs  and  termination  of  the  mea¬ 
sure  which  I  have  begun,  equal  to 
any  expectations  which  may  have 
been  formed  of  it,  however  fan- 
guine,  if  I  am  not  counteracted, 
and  my  operations  impeded  by  or¬ 
ders  which  I  may  not  refill,  and  am 
allowed  to  remain  to  the  time  de- 
fiined  for  their  perfection.  Nor  Riall 
it  be  a  common  obfiruCtion  which 
Riall  refirain  me  ;  for  I  pofiefs  fuch 
inherent  advantages  as  I  truR  will 
prove  fuperior  to  every  fpecies  of 
oppofition,  but  the  lafi  extremity 
of  it.  Indeed  if  fuch  fp  rings  as 
give  the  common  movements  to  po¬ 
pular  opinion,  could  influence  my 
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proceedings,  I  have  already  expe¬ 
rienced  them  in  two  infiances,  one 
of  which  I  believe  to  have  had  the 
fpecial  fervice  I  am  engaged  in  for 
its  objeCt,  and  the  other,  the  gene¬ 
ral  ruin  of  my  authority. 

I  allude,  firfi,  to  a  report  fabri¬ 
cated  at  Fort  St.  George,  of  the 
arrival  of  a  Riip  of  war  at  Bombay, 
with  the  authentic  intelligence  of 
my  difmilfion  with  difgrace  from  my 
office,  which  I  received  at  the  In- 
Rant  that  I  was  fetting  my  foot  on 
the  Riore  at  Nuddeah,  for  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  my  journey ;  and 
fecondly,  to  a  paper  tranfinitted  to 
me  by  a  refpeCfed  authority  from 
Calcutta,  containing  RriCfures  on, 
my  former  deputation,  faid  to  be  a 
part  of  a  report  of  the  feleCt  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
which  unhappily  apply  to  every 
purpoie  of  this,  and  which  declare 
(with  horror  I  repeat  it)  a  right  in- 
veRed  in  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  army,  to  oppofe  the  power  de¬ 
legated  by  the  government  itfelf  to 
its  firR  executive  member,  and  to> 
affiert  that  right  by  an  appeal  to  the 
army  for  its  ultimate  deciRon  upon 
it.  The  words  of  the  report  (if  it 
be  fuch)  to  which  I  allude,  are 
thefe  : 

“  By  thefe  inRruCtions9’  (that  is 
the  inRruCtions  fentby  the  court  of 
directors  to  Bengal  in  the  year  1 774, 
and  1778)  “it  appears,  that  the 
governor-general  was  poiitively  re- 
Rrained  from  the  exercilc  of  any 
military  power  whatfoever  beyond 
the  garrifon  and  fortrefs  of  Fort 
William  ;  fo  that  the  delegation  and 
exercife  of  all  military  power  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  fo  deferibed,  was  a 
direCt  and  pofitive  difobedience  of 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  diiec- 
tors.” 

“  Difobedience  of  orders  on  ar 
point,  fo  delicate  and  important  as 
that  of  wresting  the  military  com¬ 
mand 
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mand  from  the  official  military  of- 
vficer,  who  was  inverted  with  that 
authority  by  the  orders  of  the  di¬ 
rectors,  might  have  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  confequences  extremely  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  fervice  :  if  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  had  affierted  the 
right  invefted  in  himfelf,  a  conten¬ 
tion  for  executive  power  might  pof- 
fibly  have  been  the  confequence, 
and  the  army,  which  in  India  is  fo 
peculiarly  conftituted,  as  to  require 
not  only  exaCt  difcipline,  but  the 
moft  perfeCt  fubordination,  in  order 
to  infure  obedience,  mult  have  ulti¬ 
mately  decided  where  that  obedi¬ 
ence  was  due.” 

-  I  dare  not  examine  a  doCtrine  af¬ 
firmed  to  be  of  fo  facred  an  autho¬ 
rity  ;  yet  I  may  humbly  fuggeft 
that  it  never  was,  nor  could  have 
been  intended  to  be  applied  to  the 
aCtual  commander  in  chief,  whofe 
command  was  originally  conftituted 
by  the  governor-general  and  coun¬ 
cil  themfelves,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  rendered  fuperior  to,  and  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  powers  veiled  in 
the  governor-general  and  council, 
by  an  aCt  of  parliament  paffied  be¬ 
fore  its  exiftcnce  ;  nor  included  in 
any  inftruCtions  of  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  alfo  framed  at  a  more  an¬ 
cient  period,  if  even  at  a  later  ;  and 
a  fenfe  of  national  duty  fuperior  to 
every  coniideration  of  perfonal  fafe- 
ty,  or  the  reverence  which  is  due 
to  high  office,  impels  me  to  de¬ 
nounce,  and  to  date  the  fall  of  the 
Uritilh  empire  in  India  from  the  in- 
ffiant  that  it  fhall  be  decidedly  de¬ 
clared,  or  underftood,  that  dny  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  army,  be 
his  title  or  rank  what  it  will,  is,  or 
may  be,  by  any  conftru&ive  power, 
independent  of  the  government  un¬ 
der  which  the  wifdom  of  parlia¬ 
ment  hath  hitherto  placed  the  army 
forming  in  thefe  provinces,  and 


every  member  of  it,  in  an  impli¬ 
cit,  and  abfblute  fubje&ion  to  its 
authority. 

God  forbid,  that  any  future  Pi- 
zarros,  and  Almagros,  fhould  dis¬ 
grace  the  annals  of  your  dominion, 
or  mark  the  traces  of  its  decline 
with  the  blood  of  your  fervants  and 
foldiers  ;  but  the  conteft  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  of  fhort  duration  ;  and 
happy  will  it  be  for  the  interefts  of 
humanity,  if  fuch  fhall  be  the  iffue, 
though  dreadful  to  our  own,  what¬ 
ever  period  of  time  may  clofe  it. 

Let  me  add,  nor  let  my  words  be 
uttered  in  vain,  that  whenever  the 
fatal  blow  fhall  be  ftruck,  or  from 
whatever  hand  it  fhall  proceed,  its 
effeCt  will  be,  not  a  gradual  decay, 
but  inftantaneous  ruin  ;  for  your 
exi lienee  hangs  on  the  thread  of 
opinion,  which  the  touch  of  chance 
may  break,  and  even  that  fource, 
which  ought  to  flow  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  its  duration,  will,  if  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  fame  deleterious 
ltreams,  which  have  been  lately 
feen  to  iffue  from  it,  prove  the  caufe 
of  its  diffolution. 

I  am  not  myfelf  apprehenfive  of 
any  evil  confequence,  from  the  par¬ 
tial  and  limited  command  which  I 
poffiefs  over  your  army,  in  its  tend¬ 
ing  to  provoke  a  competition  ;  for 
in  the  firft  place  I  will  never  put  it 
to  the  iffue  of  a  trial  ;  and  in  the 
fecond,  were  the  board  to  permit 
the  commander  in  chief  to  come  in¬ 
to  this  quarter,  which  is  not  likely, 
I  confidently  hope,  that  before  he 
could  arrive,  this  province  will  have 
been  fo  regulated  as  not  to  require 
any  foreign  aid  for  its  internal  pro¬ 
tection,  nor,  of  courfe,  any  exer- 
cife  of  the  powers  which  I  poffiefs, 
and  which  he  might  deem  himfelf 
warranted  to  refift. 

I  proceed  to  repeat  the  effeCls 
which  have  been  produced  to  this 

time* 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 


time,  from  the  late  accommodation, 
and  the  objects  to  which  I  look,  for 
the  final  iffue  of  it. 

Before  my  departure  from  Cal¬ 
cutta,  I  applied  through  a  private 
channel  to  the  adting  miniiter,  to 
advance  an  immediate  iupply  of  mo¬ 
ney  to  your  paymafter-general  at 
Lucknow,  for  the  fubfiltence  of  the 
troops  {rationed  iii  thefe  provinces, 
who  were  then  many  months  in  ar¬ 
rears,  and  fullered  much  additional 
di  ft  refs,  from  the  fcarciry  and  dear* 
nefs  of  grain.  He  inftantly  railed 
the  fum  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees, 
which  proved  a  critical  and  eftec- 
tual  relief. 

Since  my  arrival,  he  has  made 
other  payments  to  a  confiderable  a- 
mount.  Thefe  are  particularized 
in  the  enclofed  account,  No.  i  .  in 
which  I  have  included,  for  your 
early  information,  all  the  payments 
made  in  liquidation  of  the  honour¬ 
able  company’s  debt,  in  the  courie 
of  the  prefent  fulfelee  year,  -to 
which  all  accounts  of  the  revenue 
are*  by  old  cuftom,  adj tilled,  and 
which  commences  on  the  1 1  th  of 
September  to  the  prefent  time  *. 

Tc  this  I  have  joined  another  ac¬ 
count,  No,  2,  Hating  the  probable 
claims  of  the  company  upon  the 
nabob  vizier, x  from  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  to  the  end  of  the 
next  fuffelee  year,  or  to  the  end  of 
September  1785. 

On  both  thefe  accounts  I  fhall  of¬ 
fer  a  few  necefiary  remarks.  Firft 
on  No.  r.  The  firft  fum  of  fixteen 
lacks  of  rupees  Hated  as  the  amount 
of  Mr.  Bri flow’s  receipts,  is  taken 
from  his  own  account  in  the  poftfef- 
fion  of  Mr,  Wombwell,  the  ac- 


(■23) 

comptant  for  this  ftation,  but  dif¬ 
fers  materially  from  that  which  has 
been  drawn  by  the  nabob’s  officers, 
and  1  have  referred  it  to  the  board 
for  adj  ailment  with  Mr.  Briftow, 
who  alone  can  explain  the  differ¬ 
ence. 

The  fecond  article  is  the  regular 
produce  of  the  current  revenue  :  I 
was  early  careful  to  guard  the  mi¬ 
ni  Her  againft:  the  ule  of  violent 
meafures  to  anticipate  the  periods 
of  collection,  for  the  purpofe  of 
giving  an  oftenfible  credit  to  the 
prefent  fyftem,  by  fwelling  the  a- 
mount  of  the  payments,  made  in 
confequence  of  it,  although  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  your  ftate  induced  me  to 
prefs  him  to  contribute  what  he 
could  for  their  relief,  without  adcB 
ing  to  the  diftreffes  of  his  own  ;  for 
the  country  will  not  bear  it. 

The  third  article  was  obtained  by 
my  own  fuggeftion  from  Almafs 
Ally  Cawn,  who  complied  cheer¬ 
fully  and  without  hefitation,  confi- 
dering  it  as  an  evidence  feafonably 
offered  for  the  general  refutation  of 
the  charges  of  perfidy  and  difloyalty 
which  have  been  too  laborioully 
urged  againft  him,  and  carried  at 
one  time  to  an  excefs  which  had 
nearly  driven  him  to  abandon  the 
country,  for  the  prefervation  of  his 
life  and  honour,  and  thus  to  give  a 
colour  to  the  charges  themfelves. 

It  would  fcarce  merit  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  be  informed,  that  I  have  in¬ 
verted  a  part  of  this  fupply  in  bills 
of  exchange  payable  to  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  and  council  in  Cal¬ 
cutta,  to  the  amount  of  five  lacks 
of  Calcutta  ficcas  ;  but  as  it  is  con¬ 
nected  with  an  arrangement  which 


®  From  the  nth  of  September,  1783,  to  the  31ft  of  January,  1784,  £. 

received  by  Mr.  Bridow,  current  rupees  1,857,873  -  185,787 

From  the  31ft  of  January  to  the  30th  of  April,  1784,  received  by 

Mr.  Won>bwdl  current  rupees  4,497,795  «*  -  450,000 


Total  £.635,787 
mgy 
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may  prove  a  future  advantage  to 
your  interefts,  in  the  reduction  of 
the  hoondyan,  or  exchange,  from 
iixteen  percent,  to  five  and  a  half, 
at  which  it  is  my  determination  to 
fix  it. 

I  have  recommended  to  the  board 
to  appropriate  the  whole  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle  as  a  fund  for  the  payment  of 
the  interefi  on  vour  bonds.,  which 
had  buffered  fomething  in  their  cre¬ 
dit  and  current  value,  from  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  payment  of  interelf, 
feme  months  before  I  left  Calcutta. 

The  firfi  article  is  the  balance  of 
the  fum  due  from  Fyzoola  Cawn, 
by  the  treaty  made  between  him  and 
the  nabob  vizier,  through  the  agen¬ 
cy  of  major  Palmer,  on  the  16th  of 
February,  1783.  Two  lacks  of  this 
amount  are  now  in  regular  courfe 
of  payment  ;  the  remaining  three 
are  not  due  by  fiipulation  till  the 
next  feafon  called  Knereef,  which 
is  a  period  included  between  the 
middle  bf  September  and  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  February.  Some  days  after 
my  arrival,  I  intimated  to  his  vac- 
keel,  my  wifh  to  have  both  pay¬ 
ments  immediately  concluded,  and 
his  mailer  gave  immediate  orders 
for  it. 

To  this  infiance  of  refpeCt  for 
your  government,  he  has  added  an¬ 
other,  in  the  deputation  of  his  Ion 
to  Lucknow,  to  confirm  the  aifur- 
ance  of  his  attachment  to  the  com¬ 
pany  and  Britifh  nation. 

What  farther  fums  may  be  clear¬ 
ed  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  of 
which  the  moft  productive  part  is 
already  pafi,  I  cannot  fay  ;  but  it 
is  my  hope,  that  a  confide  rable  part 
of  the  nabob’s  debt  will  be  liqui¬ 
dated,  and  the  difeharge  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  enfured  by  the  engage¬ 
ments  of  creditable  bankers,  fo  that 
it  may  be  wholly  cleared  within 
the  courfe  of  the  enfuino-  year. 

•  O  *  J  % 

The  account,  No,  2.  is  an  esti¬ 


mate  formed  on  the  aCtual  expence ; 
but  will  be  confiderably  reduced,  if 
my  future  profpeCis  and  objeCts 
fhall  be  anfwerable  to  my  prefent 
expectations.  To  thefe  I  proceed, 

Firfi.  My  firfi  wifli  is  to  realize 
the  amount  of  your  demands  on  the 
nabob  of  Owde  to  the  end  of  the 
next  fufielee  year,  and  to  obtain 
ample  fecu rides  for  it  before  I  de¬ 
part  from  him. 

Second.  My  next  care  will  be  to 
induce  the  nabob’s  minifiers  to  ap¬ 
point  bodies  of  regular  troops,  for 
the  fupport  of  his  collections,  and 
the  internal  defence  of  his  country. 
This  will  preclude  the  neceffity  of 
calling  for  the  aid  of  our  troops, 
and  I  hope  may  prove  the  means  of 
relealing  him  from  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  undefined  fubfidy  which 
he  now  pays  for  the  great  detach¬ 
ment  employed  under  the  command 
of  fir  John  Gumming  in  Rahil- 
cund,  and  the  regiments  which 
have  been  occafionally  demanded, 
and  remain  fcattered  over  other 
parts  of  his  dominions  ;  and  of  con¬ 
fining  our  defence,  and  the  nabob 
vizier’s  payments,  to  the  brigade 
fiationed  at  Cawnpore,  and  to  the 
fubfidy  paid  by  treaty,  for  its  ex¬ 
pence. 

Third.  My  laft  and  ultimate 
hope  is,  that  when  thefe  objects  are 
attained,  your  wifdom  will  put  a 
final  period  to  the  ruinous  and  dil- 
reputable  fyftein  of  interference, 
whether  avowed  or  fecret,  in  the 
affairs  of  the  nabob  of  Owde,  and 
withdraw  for  ever  the  influence  by 
which  it  was  maintained. 

This  country  has  no  inlets  of 
trade  by  which  it  can  fupply  the 
ifllies  which  are  made  from  it ;  for, 
excepting  the  factory  at  Tonchu 
which  fubiifts  by  a  contract,  mail¬ 
ing  part  of  your  inveftmenf,  and 
the  produce  of  opium  and  laltpetre, 

which  is  not  conliderable,  I  do  not 
>  •  '  , 
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know  any  other  articles  of  com¬ 
merce  from  which  it  could  derive 
any  returns.  Therefore,  every  ru¬ 
pee  which  is  drawn  from  its  circu¬ 
lation  into  your  treafury,  muft  ac¬ 
celerate  the  period  at  which  its  abi¬ 
lity  muft  c-eafe  to  pay  even  the  fti- 
pulated  fubiidy.  By  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  this  fund,  you  maintain  ail 
accellion  of  more  than  one  half  to  the 
military  cfiablijhment  required  for  the 
defence  of  your  o  wn  dominions ,  with¬ 
out  any  charge  on  your  own  in¬ 
come  ;  and  you  oppofe  a  wide  and 
powerful  frontier  to  your  eventual 
enemies. 

That  force  will  continue  to  be  an 
effectual  fafeguard  to  the  country, 
which  will  fuffer  nothing  by  its 
maintenance,  becaufe  the fpecie  thus 
applied  will,  of  courfe,  How  back 
into  its  circulation  ;  and  it  is  a  tri¬ 
bute  which  it  ought  gladly  to  pay  ; 
for  its  whole  wealth  would  not  in 
any  other  way  yield  an  adequate 
mode  of  protection. 

Few  are  the  advocates  of  the  na¬ 
tional  interefts,  and  their  voice  will 
be  faintly  heard  amid  the  numerous 
and  loud  exclamations  of  private 
rapacity  ;  but  I  humbly  affume  to 
rank  myfelf  with  the  former,  and 
to  allure  you,  that  if  you  feek  for 
a  permanent  and  profitable  fyftem 
of  connection  with  this  country, 
you  muft  confine  your  claims  upon 
it  to  the  line  I  have  recommended. 

If  you  tranfgrefs  it,  you  may  ex¬ 
tend  the  diftribution  of  patronage, 
and  add  to  the  fortunes  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  the  nominal  riches  of 
Great  Britain  ;  but  your  own  inte¬ 
refts  will  fuffer  by  it,  and  the  ruin 
of  a  great  and  once  flouriihing  na¬ 
tion  will  be  recorded  as  the  work  of 
your  adminiftration,  with  an  ever- 
lalling  reproach  on  the  Britifti 
name. 

To  this  reafoning  I  fhall  join  the 
obligations  of  juftice  and  good  faith, 


which  cut  off  every  pretext  for 
your  exercifing  any  power  or  au¬ 
thority  in  this  country,  while  the 
fovereign  of  it  fulfils  the  engage¬ 
ments  which  he  contracted  with 
you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  molt  profound  refpeCt, 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient 
and  moft  faithful  fervant, 
Warren  Hastings® 

P.  S.  May  13,  1784.  This  let¬ 
ter,  though  purpofely  and  declar¬ 
edly  written  for  inftant  difpatch, 
has  been  detained  by  the  fudden  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  uncommon  pheeno- 
menon,  which  though  in  itfelf  lim- 
ple  and  unimportant,  derived  a  mag¬ 
nitude  (like  the  lefs  ordinary  events 
of  the  phyfical  world,  viewed 
through  the  medium  of  fuperfti- 
tion)  from  its  operation  on  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  mankind.  On  the  night 
of  the  nth  of  laft  month,  the 
prince  Jewan  Bukht,  who  has  long 
held  the  principal  and  moft  aCtive 
part  in  the  little  that  remained  of: 
the  adminiftration  of  the  king,  Shah 
Allum,  and  is  his  eldeft  fon,  being 
about  thirty-fix  years  of  age,  fled 
from  the  capital,  attended  only  by 
his  mother’s  brother  and  another 
perfon ;  and  rapidly  palling  the 
bounds  of  his  father’s  dominions, 
elcaped  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
purfuit,  before  his  abfence  was  dif- 
covered  •  nor  was  the  firft  direction 
of  his  flight  known  for  fome  davs. 

1 r 

The  king  fent  circular  orders  to 
every  quarter,  that  he  might  be  ap¬ 
prehended  and  fent  back  to  the  pre- 
fence.  The  nabob  vizier  and  my¬ 
felf  received  phirmauns,  or  letters 
to  that  etfeeft,  and  in  the  fame  terms. 
We  waited  three  days  tp  learn  the 
courfe  of  his  route,  and  as  foon  as 
it  appeared  probable  that  it  lay  to¬ 
wards  this  place,  we  addrefTed  the 

prince 
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prince  feparatelv  to  inform  him  of 
the  commands  which  had  been  re¬ 
ceived,  the  mortification  which 
thefe  would  impofe  upon  us  of  with¬ 
holding- from  him  the  duties  of  re- 
fpefr,  if  it  was  his  intention  to  come 
this  way,  and  he  per  lifted  in  it,  and 
therefore  intreated  him  not  to  come. 
Anfwers  were  written  to  the  king, 
with  the  information  of  the  part  we 
had  thus  takeh,  and  the  utmofl  we 
could  take  in  obedience  to  his  com¬ 
mands  :  the  prince  in  reply,  de¬ 
claimed  any  defign  or  objefr  but 
fuch  as  wrere  dictated  by  the  moil 
devoted  attachment  and  zeal  for  his 
father’s  mtejrefts,  demonftrated  by 
his  choofing  for  his  retreat  the  place 
where  the  vizier  of  the  empire  and 
the  chief  of  the  Englifh  nation  re¬ 
dded,  who  were  known  to  be  inca¬ 
pable  of  abetting  him  in  a  different 
condudt  from  that  which  he  pro- 
feffed,  and  declaring  that  he  would 
proceed  at  all  'events,  tr tiffing  his 
delfiny  to  the  conviction  which  mud 
follow  the  integrity  of  his  inten¬ 
tions.  At  the  fame  time  I  received 
a  letter  from  major  Browne,  in 
which  he  related  a  private  confer¬ 
ence  to  which  he  had  been  admitted 
by  the  king,  and  in  which  his  ma¬ 
le  fly  had  expreffed  his  pieafure  at 
hearing  that  his  foti  had  chofen 
Lucknow  for  his  retreat,  where  he 
would  be  Cafe  from  the  consequences 
which  were  to  have  been  appie- 
hended,  had  he  thrown  himfelf  into 
other  hands  ;  and  his  majefly  en¬ 
joined  major  Browne,  with  repeti¬ 
tion  and  emphafis,  to  write  fo  tome. 
It  was  accordingly  refolved  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  prince,  and  of  courfe  to 
pay  him  all  the  honours  of  his  rank, 
which  by  the  conffitution  of  Hin- 
doftan,  were  the  fame  as  thofe  which 
were  paid  to  the  king  himfelf  ;  and 
tli is  determination  was  inffantly 
tranfmitted  to  the  king,  with  our 
ireafohs  for  it.  In  conformity  to 


this  plan,  1  accompanied  the  nabob 
vizier  on  the  17th  inffant  to  the 
prince’s  encampment,  at  the  dilfance 
of  about  eighteen  miles  from  Luck¬ 
now,  attended  by  the  nabob  vizier, 
myfelf  declining,  in  oppofition  to 
the  defire  of  both,  to  bear  any  prin¬ 
cipal  part  in  the  ceremony,  though 
I  could  not  refufe,  at  the  prince’s 
in. (lance,  to  appear  in  it,  which  i 
did,  following  him  on  horfeback, 
as  a  mere  attendant  ;  and  on  the 
fame  obvious  motives,  the  prince 
having  defired  to  be  accommodated 
in  a  houTe  near  to  my  own,  I  re- 
figned  to  him  that  which  I  then  oc¬ 
cupied,  and  took  immediate  poffef- 
fion  of  one  of  the  nabob’s,  which 
he  had  originally  provided  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  my  reception,  within  the 
compafs  of  his  own  palace,  and  im¬ 
mediately  adjoining  to  that  Which 
he  lived  in.  I  have  been  minute  in 
detailing  thefe  little  particularities, 
becaufe,  little  as  they  are  in  them- 
felyes,  they  are  not  fuch  in  their  " 
efte&s.  The  meanelt  circumflances 
of  fuch  an  interview  will  be  circu¬ 
lated  to  every  durbar  in  Hindodan, 
and  conffrued  the  prognoflic  of  fu¬ 
ture  events,  and  in  that  infpedtion 
may  give  birth  to  them.  It  was  my 
duty  therefore  to  avoid  every  ap¬ 
pearance  which  might  be  received 
as  a  fymptom  of  encouragement,  by 
exceeding  the  limits  of  my  prefent 
relation  to  the  nabob  vizier,  as  his 
gueil,  and  to  raife  his  confequence  ; 
my  own,  and  that  of  the  nation 
which  I  reprefent,  being  independ¬ 
ant  of  external  fliew.  I  have  the 
fatisfafrion  to  know,  that  in  this 
line  I  have  pleafed  both. 

The  nabob  conduced  the  prince 
to  his  capital,  feated  on  the  fame 
elephant  behind  him,  and  attended 
him  to  the  houfe  appointed  for  his 
accommodation.  I  paid  my  refpecfrs 
to  him  there  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  ioth,  and  had  the  honour  of 

a  long 
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a  long  conversation  with  him,  in 
which  he  explained  to  me  all  the 
motives  of  his  vilit,  and  painted 
the  wretched  condition  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  which  had  been  the  primary 
caufe  of  it,  in  fuch  Strength  of  co¬ 
lourings  qualified  with  fo  model!  a 
dignity  in  every  occafion  of  refe¬ 
rence  to  himfelf,  and  fuch  a  deli¬ 
cacy  of  expreffion,  where  he  touch¬ 
ed  upon  thofe  circumstances  of  the 
royal  fufferings,  as  might  tend  to 
the  diminution  of  his  perfonal  cha¬ 
racter,  as  exceed  my  powers  of  lan¬ 
guage  ro  do  them  j  11  Slice  in  the  re¬ 
cital  of  them. 

I  fliall  beg  leave  to  deliver  the 
abridged  account  of  what  pafied  in 
the  words  of  a  letter,  which  I  im¬ 
mediately  wrote  on  my  return  to 
my  own  quarters,  and  with  the 
imprefiion  of  it  recent  on  my  me¬ 
mory,  and  difpatched  the  fame  day 
to  Mr.  Wheeler  for  his  private  in¬ 
formation,  and  that  of  the  other 
members  of  the  board. 

The  fum  was,  that  his  father 
was  a  mere  pafiive  inftrument  in 
the  hands  of  others,  and  that  he 
had  undertaken  this  journey  at  the 
peril  of  his  head,  becaufe  it  afford¬ 
ed  the  only  chance  he  had  of  a  re¬ 
lief  to  the  king,  or  a  reftoration  of 
the  dominion  of  his  houfe ;  that  if 
he  could  be  the  inftrument  of  ef¬ 
fecting  this,  he  wifhed  for  nothing 
for  himfelf  but  the  credit  of  it,  and 
a  conviction  in  his  father’s  mind  of 
his  having  Served  him  with  duty, 
zeal,  and  fidelity.  He  obferved 
that,  diftreffed  as  the  royal  family 
was,  he  himfelf  enjoyed  a  compa¬ 
rative  State  of  comfort,  poffeffing  a 
jagheer,  horfes,  elephants,  a  por¬ 
tion  of  Splendor,  and  domeftic  eafe 
and  pleafure  ;  that  he  had  volun¬ 
tarily  made  a  Sacrifice  of  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  given  his  perfon  to 
fatigue  and  diftrefs,  and  his  life  to 
the  hazard  of  the  obvious  confe* 


quences  of  his  flight,  that  he  might 
attempt  the  greateft  poflible  Service 
for  his  father,  in  which  if  he  failed, 
he  would  either  return  on  his  ma- 
jefty’s  command,  which,  he  Said* 
impreSSed  him  with  Such  awe,  that 
he  doubted  his  ability,  even  at  this 
diftance,  to  refiSt  it or  he  would 
go  to  Calcutta,  and  there  Solicit  a 
paffage  in  a  Ship  to  England  ;  for 
he  understood  the  voyage  was  but 
five  months  ;  and  if  it  was  longer* 
he  could  bear  the  fatigues  which 
others  bore,  and  accommodate  him¬ 
felf  to  any  Situation  of  life  which 
it  became  him  to  accept  as  a  lot, 
and  to  Submit  to  it.  He  Said,  £ 
was  not  to  expeCt  from  his  father 
any  other  letters  than  fuch  as  I  had 
already  received,  and  fuch  as  were 
confonant  to  the  willies  of  thofe 
who  were  about  his  perfon ;  but 
that  he  knew  his  father’s  real  Sen¬ 
timents,  which  were  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  kind,  and  I  might  eaiily  be  ¬ 
lieve  that  the  king  mull  in  his. 
heart  be  pleafed  with  a  conduCt* 
which  could  be  attributed  to 
other  motive  than  that  of  fidelity 
and  attachment,  and  which  could 
not  be  productive  of  ill,  if  it  failed 
of  the  means  of  deliverance  from 
his  diftreftes.  He  painted  the  Situa¬ 
tion  of  the  king’s  family  in  Strong 
and  affeding  colours.  The  whole* 
of  what  he  Said  on  this  fubjed  may 
be  comprised  in  a  few  words.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  twelvemonth, 
the  whole  income  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  Siibfiften.ee  of  fo  larye 

•  »  •  O 

a  domeftic  establishment,  from  a 
territory  of  Some  extent,  and  from 
the  rights  of  an  empire,  which  once 
yielded  many  crores  (I  think  he 
laid  fix),  Scarce  amounted  to  a  lack 
and  50,000  rupees.  It  was  natu¬ 
ral,  he  laid,  for  thofe  by  whole 
power  the  fultanut,  fuch  as  it  was, 
was  Supported,  to  endeavour  to  raiie 
themfeives  to  the  independent  pof- 
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feflion  of  it ;  and  to  that  he  could 
fubmit ;  but  it  was  the  condition 
of  valfklage  and  meannefs  to  which 
the  iervants  of  the  king  had  re¬ 
duced  him,  by  degrading  him  into 
a  mere  inftrument  of  their  intereft- 
ed  and  fordid  defigns,  that  he  re¬ 
gretted  ;  and  this  was  fuch  a  con¬ 
dition  that  neither  his  pride,  nor 
the  fenl'e  of  duty  would  allow  him 
to  view  with  forbearance.  It  would 
be  impoflible  to  follow  this  difcourfe 
through  every  branch  of  it,  though 
connected :  I  have  haftily  written 
It  as  it  occurred  to  my  memory, 
and  may  have  ufed  repetitions  which 
did  not  appear  in  its  original  deli¬ 
very.  My  reply  ought  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  its  fubftance.  I  told  him 
that  our  government  had  juft  ob¬ 
tained  relief  from  a  ftate  of  uni- 
verfal  warfare,  and  required  a  term 
of  repofe  ;  that  our  whole  nation 
was  weary  of  war,  and  dreaded  the 
renewal  of  it ;  it  would  be  equally 
alarmed  at  any  movement,  eft  which 
it  could  not  immediately  lee  the  ii- 
jfue  or  progrefs,  but  which  might 
eventually  tend  to  create  new  ho- 
ftilities  ;  that  I  came  hither  with  a 
limited  authority,  and  could  not,  if 
3  chofe  it,  engage  in  a  bufinefs  ot 
this  nature  without  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  my  colleagues  in  office, 
who,  I  believed,  would  be  averle 
to  it ;  that  the  country  of  Owde 
was  in  a  difordered  ftate,  and  the 
nabob  incapable  of  joining  imme¬ 
diately  in  fuch  a  plan ;  and  that 
my  foie  bufinefs  here  was  to  alii  lb 
him  with  the  power  and  influence 
of  our  goverment  in  retrieving  his 
affairs,  which  I  hoped  a  few  months 
would  e fleet,  and  enable  him  to 
perform  the  duties  of  loyalty  to  his 
lovereign.  In  the  mean  time  the 
prince’s  refidence  in  this  place, 
though  he  fat  flill  and  inactive, 
would  be  of  feme  ufe  ;  it  would  be 
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a  check  on  the  people  at  Delhv, 
who  would  not  dare  to  proceed  to 
farther  extremities,  but  find  it  their 
intereft  and  policy  to  make  their 
court  to  the  king,  while  there  was 
an  appearance  or  pollibility  of  his 
caufe  being  efpoufed  from  this  quar¬ 
ter,  with  fo  powerful  a  fandtion  for 
it ;  that  I  would  reprefent  his  litua- 
tion  to  the  joint  members  of  my 
own  government,  and  wait  their 
determination.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  advifed  him  to  make  advances  to 
Madjee  Scindia,  both  becaufe  our 
government  was  in  intimate  and 
iworn  connexion  with  him,  and 
becaufe  he  was  the  effectual  head 
of  the  Marattah  ftate ;  befides,  I 
feared  his  taking  the  other  fide  of 
the  queftion,  uiilefs  he  was  early 
prevented.  This  is  all  that  ma¬ 
terially  pafled  betwixt  us.” 

It  will  be  proper  to  addr  that 
no  perfon  was  either  prefent,  or 
within  hearing  during  this  confer¬ 
ence,  and  that  I  have  yet  only  made 
a  private  communication  of  it  to 
the  other  members  of  the  Board,  as 
there  are  many  circumftances  re¬ 
lated  in  it  which  ought  not  to  be 
expofed  to  the  rifque  of  being  pub¬ 
licly  known. 

Major  Browne,  who  is  your  re- 
fident  at  the  court  of  Delhv,  left 
it  on  the  2d  inftant,  by  the  king’s 
command,  on  the  exprefs  errand  of 
recondueling  the  prince  to  court, 
and  to  give  him  an  aflu ranee  of 
pardon  for  his  paft  tranfgrellion. 

“  What  may  be  the  final  iftlie, 
or  even  the  progrellive  events  of 
this  vifit,  I  cannot  conjecture  ;  the 
feene  is  too  novel  to  be  judged  by 
any  companion  of  fuch  as  have 
fal  cn  within  the  compafs  of  my 
experience.  I  can  only  promife 
my  mod  watchful  care,  that  it  may 
not  lead  to  any  confequences  which 
may  involve  your  interefts,  inter¬ 
fere 
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fere  with  the  ceconomy  of  my  pre¬ 
lent  plan,  or  difturb  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  your  pofteifions, 

I  am  ftrongly  tempted  to  men¬ 
tion,  and  I  hope  not  improperly, 
one  trait  of  the  prince’s  charad'ter, 
which  ha%  fallen  within  my  ovVn 
imperfedt  obfervations*  When  he 
arrived  at  the  place  where  the  fir  if 
honours  were  paid  him,  on  his  ap¬ 
proach  to  Lucknow,  he  was  devoid 
of  almoft  every  necefiary  of  life, 
and  had  fcarce  a  change  of  raiment 
for  his  own  ufe  :  nor  was  his  iitua- 
tion,  with  relpect  to  the  means  of 
expence,  immediately  improved  cn 
his  arrival  at  the  place  of  his  ap¬ 
pointed  reiidence  at  the  city.  To 
his  own  diftreftes  he  appeared  in- 
fenlible,  or  affedled  a  fpirit  of  felf- 
dependence  which  railed  him  above 
the  con  federation  of  them  ;  but  he 
privately  hinted  to  the  gentleman, 
Who  was  appointed  by  the  nabob 
vizier  and  myfelf  to  attend  on  him, 
on  our  joint  behalf,  that  the  king, 
his  father,  was  in  fuch  a  Hate  of 
wretchednefs,  that  any  fupply  of 
money,  however  fmall,  would  be 
an  acceptable  gift  ;  even  at  the  in- 
fhmt  in  which  I  am  writing,  I  re¬ 
ceive  an  additional  evidence  6f  the 
fame  difpolition,  which,  whether  it 
be  real  benevolence,  or  let  it  flow 
from  whatever  fource,  is  at  leafl 
commendable,  in  a  report  made  to 
me  by  the  fame  channel,  which  is 
that  of  my  Perlian  interpreter,  cap¬ 
tain  Scott,  who  is  juft  returned  from 
the  prince,  to  whom  the  nabob  vi¬ 
zier  had  lent  him  with  a  fupply  of 
15,000  rupees,  for  his  private  cx- 
pence  ;  and  I  fhall  ufe  his  own 
words  written  immediately  in  my 
pre fence  for  the  recital  of  it. 

“  His  highnels  received  the  mo¬ 
ney  with  many  expreffions  of  thanks, 
but  obferved,  that  while  he  knew 
his  father  daily  experienced  the 
greateft  diflrefles,  he  thought  it  un- 
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lawful  for  him  to  enjoy  the  luxu« 
vies  of  life  ;  that  he  wiflied,  there* 
fore,  the  governor  and  nabob  vi¬ 
zier  would  remit  the  money  to  the 
nabob  mirza,  for  his  majefty’s  ufe« 
His  highnefs  obferved  alfo,  that  he 
at  prefent,  from  the  attention  of 
the  Englifli  and  the  nabob  vizier, 
had  many  fuperfluities,  which  he 
fllould  dil patch  to  his  majefty  in 
a  few  days.” 

Warren  Hastings® 


A  Second  "Letter  from  Oovernor  Haft* 
ings  to  the  Court  of  Dire  Hors  cf 
the  JLctjl  India  Company . 

Benares ,  OH,  1,  1784^ 

Honourable  Sirs, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  fend  you  a 
duplicate  of  my  laft  addrefs,  and  a 
copy  of  a  letter  to  the  council,  dat¬ 
ed  the  20th  of  September,  and  con¬ 
taining  the  report  of  my  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  of  the  ftate  of  your 
claims  on  the  nabob  vizier  to  that 
period,  being  within  three  days  of 
the  clofe  of  the  fuftelee  year.  This 
is  fo  full  as  to  render  any  farther 
information  on  that  fubjedt  untie- 
ceflary.  The  nabob  vizier  is  fo 
fenlible  of  the  juft  and  difinterefted 
conduc'd  which  I  have  obferved  to¬ 
wards  him,  and  pofteftes,  if  I  may 
credit  appearances  amounting  to 
the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  which 
luch  aconclulion  is  capable,  fo  en¬ 
tire  a  confidence  in  my  intentions 
refpedfing  his  concerns  with  the 
company,  that  I  have,  on  my 
part,  an  equal  reliance  on  his 
fteady  fupport  of  the  arrangements 
which  have  been  formed  under  my 
infpedfion,  both  for  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  his  revenue,  and  the  dift* 
charge  of  his  debt  to  the  honour¬ 
able  company  depending  on  it.  He 
has  given  me  the  firm  eft  afluran.ces 
of  this ;  and  1  have  every  region 
(I)  t® 
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to  expecft,  that  the  influence  of  the 
moft  refpecftable  perfons  of  his  fa¬ 
mily  will  be  employed  to  counter- 
ait  every  other  which  may  tend  to 
warp  him  from  it.  I  am  lorry  to 
fay  that  fuch  an  afliftance  was  want¬ 
ing-,  as  the  nabob,  though  moil 
gentle  in  his  manners,  and  endow¬ 
ed  with  an  undemanding  much 
above  the  common  level,  has  been 
unfortunately  bred  up  to  habits 
that  draw  his  attention  too  much 
from  the  care  of  his  own  affairs, 
and  often  fubjeit  him  to  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  inlidious  and  unworthy 
confidants.  This  is  one  motive  for 
my  detention  of  making  a  longer 
flay  at  Benares  than  is  neceffary  for 
the  fettlement  of  this  zemindary, 
which  is  already  nearly  concluded, 
that  I  may  be  at  hand  to  counter- 
ait  any  attempt  to  defeat  the  effeit 
of  my  proceedings  at  Lucknow  ; 
but  I  believe  that  the  precaution, 
though  diilated  by  prudence,  will 
prove  unneceffary. 

My  only  remaining  fear  is,  that 
the  members  of  the  council,  feeing 
affairs  through  a  different  medium 
from  that  through  which  I  view 
them,  may  be  difpofed,  if  not  to 
counteract  the  fyftem  which  I  have 
formed,  to  withhold  from  it  their 
countenance  and  aitive  fupport. 
While  I  myfelf  remain,  it  will  be 
fufficient  if  they  permit  it  to  ope¬ 
rate  without  interruption ;  and  I 
almoft  hope  that  in  the  event  of  a 
new  adminiftration  of  your  affairs, 
which  lhall  confine  itfelf  to  the 
fame  forbearance,  and  manifeft  no 
fytnptoms  of  intended  interference, 
the  obje&s  of  my  arrangements 
will  be  eft  equally  attained  ;  for  I 
leave  them  in  the  charge  of  agents, 
whole  interefts,  ambition,  and  eve¬ 
ry  profpedt  of  life  are  interwoven 
with  their  fuccefs,  and  the  hand  of 
Heaven  has  viftbly  bleffcd  the  foil 
with  every  elementary  fource  of 


progreffive  vegetation.  But  if  a 
different  policy  lhall  be  adopted, 
if  new  agents  are  lent  into  the 
country,  and  armed  with  authority 
for  the  purpofes  of  vengeance  or 
corruption  (for  to  no  other  will 
they  be  applied)  ;  if  new  demands 
are  railed  on  the  nabob  vizier,  and 
accounts  overcharged  on  one  fide, 
with  a  wide  latitude  taken  on  the 
other,  to  fwell  his  debt  beyond  the 
means  of  payment ;  if  political 
dangers  are  portended,  to  ground 
on  them  the  pleas  of  burthening 
his  country  with  unneceffary  de¬ 
fences  and  enormous  fubiidies  ;  or 
if  even  abftaining  from  diredt  en¬ 
croachment  on  the  nabob’s  rights, 
your  government  lhall  Ihew  but  a 
degree  of  perfonal  kindnels  to  the 
partizans  of  the  late  ufurpation, 
or,  by  any  conftruclive  indication 
of  partiality  and  dilaffedtion,  fur- 
nilh  grounds  for  the  expectation  of 
an  approaching  change  of  fyftem  ; 

I  am  lorry  to  fay,  that  all  my  la¬ 
bours  will  prove  abortive  ;  for  the 
llighteft  cauies  will  be  fufficient  to 
dejeCf  minds  fore  with  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  pa  ft  conflicts,  and  to  ele¬ 
vate  thofe  whole  only  dependence  is 
placed  in  the  renewal  of  the  con- 
fufion  which  I  have  laboured  with 
fuch  zeal  to  eradicate,  and  wall 
of  courfe  debilitate  the  authority 
which  can  alone  enfure  future  fuc¬ 
cefs.  I  almoft  fear  that  this  denun¬ 
ciation  of  effects,  from  caufes  fo 
incompetent  as  they  will  appear  to 
thofe  who  have  not  had  the  expe¬ 
rience  which  I  have  had  of  the  quick 
fenfibility  which  influences  the  ha¬ 
bits  of  men  placed  in  a  ftate  of  po¬ 
lity  fo  loofe,  and  fubjeeft  to  the  con¬ 
tinual  variations  ot  capricious  and 
delpotic  authority,  will  be  deemed 
overcharged,  or  perhaps  void  of 
foundation ;  nor,  if  they  ftiould 
come  to  pals,  will  it  be  eafy  to  trace 
them  with  any  pofitive  evidence  to 

their 
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their  connexion  ;  yet  it  is  my  duty 
to  apprize  you  of  what  I  apprehend, 
on  grounds  which  I  deem  of  abio- 
lute  certainty,  may  come  to  pals  ; 
and  I  rely  on  your  candour  for  a 
fair  interpretation  of  my  intention. 

It  is  not  quite  foreign,  from  this 
dotftrine,  as  it  will  be  highly  ac- 
ceptable  to  your  honourable  court, 
to  be  informed,  that  during  my  re- 
lidence,  and  I  may  take  the  date 
farther  back,  to  the  expectation  of 
it,  at  Lucknow,  the  molt  perfeCt 
tranquillity  prevailed,  and  it  ftill 
fublifts  in  every  part  of  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  the  nabob  vizier  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  unexampled  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  government,  either  in  any 
former  period,  or  during  that  in 
which  our  influence  has  been  blend¬ 
ed  with  its  owjn  conflitution  ;  and 
this  I  attribute  exclufively  to  the 
prevalency  of  opinion,  or,  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  general  maxim,  to  the  uni- 
verfal  conviction  of  a  power,  and 
a  difpolition  actually  exifting,  the 
one  equal  to  the  fuppreilion  of  any 
movement  of  feditioia,  and  the  other 
determined  to  the  punifhment  of  it. 
Nor  has  my  time  been  unprofitably 
bellowed,  even  in  the  long  interval 
In  which  I  was  obliged  to  wait  for 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  rainy 
feafon,  before  I  could  fee  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  newr  fettlemenn — It 
afforded  leifure  for  the  conilitu-6 
tionai  adminiftratiori  of  the  coun* 
try  to  recover  its  authority — it  im* 
prelfed  the  minds  of  all  men,  that 
the  government  which  I  reprefented 
was  determined  to  render  it  per¬ 
manent  *  and  it  enabled  me  to  efta* 
blifli  my  own  influence  and  afcend* 
ant  over  the  minds  of  the  nabob, 
his  minifters,  and  his  people,  on 
the  grounds  of  their  confidence  in 
me.  This  was  an  eafy  line  ;  for 
it  required  nothing  to  be  done,  no¬ 
thing  but  forbearance — I  daily  coil- 
fierred  with  the  minifters ;  I  receiv* 
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ed  their  reports  ,•  I  gave  my  advice  | 
but  I  left  every  thing  wholly  to 
their  management — I  affirmed  no 
appearance  of  command,  I  exer* 
cifed  none— -not  even  in  private  ;  I 
iffiued  not  a  Angle  warrant*  nor  fuf* 
fered  any  individual  of  my  depend* 
ants  to  ufe  my  name,  even  in  the 
common  bazar,  with  any  privilege 
diftinCt  from  the  rights  of  any  other 
inhabitant, — The  nabob  met  me 
on  the  border  of  his  territory  ;  qur 
troops  and  baggage  were  intermix* 
ed  cn  the  road,  and  our  camps  of* 
ten  joined  ;  I  and  my  people,  who 
were  numerous,  with  a  large  fo- 
ciety  of  Englifh  gentlemen,  which 
was  unavoidable,  lived  in  the  fame 
city  five  months  and  of 

that  time  within  the  fame  common 
enciofure  of  the  nabobs  palace  % 
nor  in  all  that  time  did  a  Angle  ac* 
cident  happen,  from  fuch  a  mix* 
ture  of  fociety,  todifturb  the  peace* 
or  to  create  mifunderftandings  be* 
tween  either  the  principals  or  par* 
ties  of  either  ;  but  they  continued 
united  with  the  fame  harmony  that 
exifts  between  the  members  of  a 
private  family*  Nor  whether  in 
public  or  in  private*  though  occa* 
lions  of  great  delicacy  often  oc* 
curred,  did  a  word  ever  pafs  in 
converfation  between  the  nabob 
and  myfelf,  inconftftent  with  the 
ftridteft  amity  and  mutual  good  hu* 
ihoivn  I  hope  this  will  hot  have 
the  air  of  felficondemnafion  $  my 
behaviour  was  regulated  by  pre* 
concerted  policy  \  the  nabob*s  by  a 
natural  benevolence  arid  pliancy  of 
difpofitioh,  joined  to  a  perfualiofi 
that  I  merited  more  than  an  ordi* 
nary  return  of  kmdhefs  from  him  f 
which  left  my  part  very  eafy*  aril 
will,  I  triift,  ftill  continue  to  ope* 
rate  for  the  common  benefit  of  hi$ 
intereft  and  yours,  whatever  may 
be  my  lot ;  for  I  have  promifed 
that  I  will  not  abandon  hirii  to  the 
(I  2 )  chan.cc 
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chance  of  another  mode  of  rela* 
tion,  and  mod  confidently  given 
him  afTurances  of  your  ratification 
and  confirmation  of  that  which  I 
have  eftabliftied  between  his  go- 

■>0.  O 

vernment  and  the  company* 

I  hope  I  fliall  be  pardoned  for  re* 
peating  a  remark  which  I  have  al¬ 
ready  made  in  my  letter  to  the  coun¬ 
cil — for  it  ought  to  be  known  and 
remembered — that  I  have  provided 
for  the  complete  difcharge  in  one 
year,  of  a  debt  contracted  by  the 
accumulation  of  many,  and  from  a 
country  whole  refources  have  been 
Wafted  and  diffipated  for  three  fuc- 
ceffive  years  of  drought,  and  one  of 
anarchy. 

The  recovery  of  fo  large  a  part  of 
your  property  will  alio  afford  a  fea- 
fonable  and  fubftantial  relief  to  the 
neceliities  of  your  government,  and 
enable  it,  for  l'uch  is  my  confident 
hope,  to  begin  upon  the  reduction 
of  your  debt  at  intereft  before  the 
conclufion  of  this  year,  I  mean  the 
•year  of  our  own  computation. 

Whatever  may  be  the  event  of 
this  tranfadion,  I  cannot  conclude 
the  report  of  it,  without  teftifying 
my  acknowledgement  of  the  very 
ufeful  atfiftance  which  I  have  re-r 
ceived  from  the  official  Ikill  and  abi¬ 
lities  of  Mr.  David  Anderfon.  His 
reputation,  which  has  been  efia- 
blifhed  on  the  merit  of  much  more 
important  fervices,  will  receive  lit¬ 
tle  addition  from  this  tribute  paid 
to  it ;  yet  the  circumlfances  under 
which  they  were  yielded  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  would  not  allow  me  to  fup- 
prefs  it,  as  he  had  formed  the  refo- 
lution  of  religning  the  fervice  for 
the  recovery  of  a  very  declining 
health  :  and  had  actually  befpoke 
'his  palfage  in  one  of  your  home¬ 
ward  bound  ffiips,  when  his  friend- 
fhip  and  public  zeal  induced  him  to 
remain  at  my  folicitation,  and  to 
accompany  me  on  this  deputation. 


As  I  have  occafionally  mentioned 
the  number  of  gentlemen  who  com- 
pofed  my  family,  I  have  a  pride  and 
a  pleafure  in  adding,  that  they  all 
contributed,  by  the  corrednefs  of 
their  manners,  and  conciliating  be¬ 
haviour,  to  maintain  that  familiar 
and  cordial  intercourfe,  which  I 
have  already  defcribed  to  have  fub- 
fifted  between  the  nabob  and  my- 
felf,  and  to  leave  a  lading  and  fa¬ 
vourable  impreffion  of  the  Britifli 
charader  with  his  fubjeCts. 

For  the  reft  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  my  letter  to  the  board  ;  and  am 
with  the  mod  refpedful  and  dutiful 
attachment, 

Honourable  Sirs,  &c. 

Warren  Hastings* 


To  Edward  Wheeler,  Efq .  &V. 

Council ,  Fort  William . 

Benares ,  Sept,  20,  1784* 
Gentlemen, 

I  Avail  my  felf  of  the  fir  ft  leifure 
which  has  been  afforded  me  ftnee 
my  departure  from  Lucknow,  to 
advife  you  of  the  progrefs  and  dole 
of  my  proceedings  at  that  capital, 
and  the  ftate  of  your  claims  on  the 
nabob  vizier.  , 

You  will  be  pleafed  to  recoiled, 
that  on  the  37th  of  December  laft 
the  board  agreed  to  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Briftow,  and  t©  the  fufpenlion 
of  his  office,  upon  the  exprefs  con¬ 
ditions,  that  the  nabob  vizier  would 
engage  to  difcharge  the  whole  a- 
rnount  of  his  arrears  and  growing 
debt  to  the  company,  in  the  courfe 
of  that  and  the  enfuing*  fuflellee 
year,  ending  on  the  20th  of  Au- 
guft,  178$  ;  that  he  would  produce 
the  fecurity  of  creditable  fliroffs  for 
the  fame ;  and  that  1  would  bear 
the  whole  refponfibility  for  the  rec¬ 
titude  of  the  meafure  :  that  thofe 
conditions  having  been  performed, 
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and  the  nabob  having  farther  foli- 
cited  the  aid  of  my  prefence  at 
Lucknow,  for  the  confirmation  of 
his  authority,  and  for  theconftruc- 
tion  of  fuch  arrangements  as  might 
be  necelfary  to  infure  the  complete 
execution  of  'his  engagements,  I, 
with  the  authority  of  the  board,  de¬ 
parted  from  the  prefidency  on  the 
17th  of  February,  and  arrived  at 
Lucknow  on  the  27th  of  the  month 
entiling. 

I  found  the  feafon  of  collection 
already  pah,  and  a  long  interval 
approaching  of  total  inertion.  This 
was  a  circumftance  which  I  fhould 
have  much  regretted,  had  I  fought 
only  to  gain  anoftenfible  credit  from 
the  infant  requifition  of  large  pay¬ 
ments  on  my  fir  ft  outlet  •  but  my 
objects  were  of  a  more  permanent 
kind,  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
apply  fuch  a  term  to  aCts  refleCtive 
on  my  own  credit,  to  a  more  liberal 
principle.  Thefe  objeCts  were  three¬ 
fold  ;  firft,  to  obtain  the  complete 
difcharge  of  the  arrears  and  grow¬ 
ing  debt  of  the  nabob  vizier  to  the 
company  within  the  ftipukited  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  enfuing  year  :  fecondly, 
to  affift  in  putting  his  finances  in 
fuch  a  ftate  as  fliould  enable  him 
with  eafe  to  acquit  himfelf  of  the 
fixed  monthly  engagements  as  they 
became  due,  and  to  polfefs  a  fuffi- 
ciency  in  referve  for  the  necelfary 
claims  of  his  own  adminiftration  ; 
and  the  third,  and  not  leaft  efiential 
to  the  interefts  and  honour  of  our 
o-overnment,  to  fix  him  in  the  inde<? 
pendent  pofieffion  of  his  own  domi¬ 
nion,  by  precluding,  as  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  two  former,  every 
plea  for  the  exercife  of  a  double  au¬ 
thority  in  the  interference  of  aBri- 
tifh  agent. 

Upon  the  fame  principle  I  ap? 
plied  the  fums  which  the  laft  lcanty 
payments  of  the  collection,  and  the 
voluntary  coftpribijtipp  of  Allinafs 


Ally  Cawn,  enabled  the  aCiing  mi¬ 
ni  i  ft  er  to  pay  into  your  trealury  at 
Lucknow,  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
heavy  arrears  due,  and  running  on 
with  the  hazard  of  the  mo  ft  licen¬ 
tious  confeq  uences,  to  the  brigade, 
and  other  divilions  of  the  army  fta- 
tioned  within  thefe  provinces ;  in 
remittances  to  Bombay,  made  with 
your  exprefs  concurrence ;  and  in 
official  dilburfements :  not  unaware 
of  the  diftrefles  which  the  commerce 
of  the  prefidency  fuftained  from  the 
fcarcity  of  the  current  lpecie,  nor 
of  the  eclat  which  I  might  have 
perfonally  derived  from  a  tranfpor- 
tation  of  the  whole,  or  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  amount  in  treafure  to 
Calcutta,  I  fliould  have  fupprelfed 
this  intimation,  which  is  foreign 
from  the  immediate  purpoie  of  this 
letter,  had  it  not  been  privately 
fuggefted  to  me,  that  I  had  dilap- 
pointed  the  popular  expectation,  by 
not  adopting  the  policy  which  I 
had,  on  the  conception  of  better 
grounds,  rejected. 

The  points  which  folicited  my 
earlieft  attention,  were  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  fettle nient  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  year,  and  the  retrench¬ 
ment  of  expences.  The  latter,  a 
work  in  itfelf  of  great  delicacy  and 
obftruCtion,  depended  eftentially  on 
the  former,  and  that,  on  contingen¬ 
cies  which  impofed  on  me  the  mor¬ 
tification  of  fuffering  a  long  and  in¬ 
definite  term  topafs  in  fufpence  and 
inaCfion,  before  it  could  poffibly  be 
undertaken.  The  public  revenue 
had  declined,  with  the  failure  of  the 
cultivation,  in  three  fuccelfive  years  ; 
and  all  the  ftores  of  grain,  which, 
the  providence  of  the  hufbandman. 
had,  as  I  am  informed  it  is  their 
euftom,  in  defiance  of  the  vigilance 
of  their  aumils,  clandeftinely  re- 
ferved  for  their  own  ufe,  were  of 
courfe  exhaufied ;  and  another  year 
of  dearth,  which  the  habit  of  re* 
(I  3 )  peated 
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peated  disappointment  had  taught 
the  people  to  expedt,  would  have 
proved  no  lefs  fatal  to  the  popular 
tion  than  to  the  actual  collections, 
in  this  date  of  apprehension,  no 
man  of  credit  would  accept  of  a 
charge  of  collection  on  positive  en¬ 
gagement*  It  was  therefore  necef- 
fary  to  wait  the  commencement  of 
the  feafon  in  which  the  rains  ufu- 
ally  fall,  before  any  Steps  could  be 
taken  in  the  enfuing  Settlement  ; 
nor  was  it  till  the  10th  of  paly  that 
the  rain  began  to  fall.  From  the 
date  to  the  clofe  of  the  laid  month 
it  has  been  almoft  inceffant,  and  the 
expectations  of  all  men  were  raifed 
to  the  production  of  a  more  abund¬ 
ant  harvefl  than  any  that  has  been 
known  for  many  years  paft.  The 
minister,  aided  by  this  providential 
bleding,  has  concluded  a  Settlement 
with  men,  whom  he  has  reported 
to  me,  to  have  been  feleCted  from 
Superior  knowledge  and  refpotifibi- 
lity,  and  whom  I  believe  generally 
to  merit  his  report  of  them,  for  a 
period  of  five,  and  fome  of  lix  years, 
on  an  enervating  jumma,  viz. 

Jamma  1192  -  2,20,65,639  13  — 

JI93  -  2,44,5°>S°4  6  3 

1104  -  2,6  6,95,326  6  3 

T195  -  2,87,11,346  6  3 

1196  -  3>o6>93>°35  9 

The  inclofure,  No.  1.  contains 
an  estimate  taken  at  a  large  allow¬ 
ance,  of  the  vyhole  of  the  nabob’s 
debt  for  the  year  1192;  and  No.  2, 
the  provision  made  and  agreed  for 
the  complete  difcharge  of  it,  by 
monthly  kitibundy,  or instalments. 
Though  it  is  unneceifary  to  en¬ 
ter  into  a  detail  of  my  transactions, 
/fince  the.fe  have  po  other  relation  to 
the  interefts  of  the  company  than 
in  their  final  effeCt,  yet  there  is  one 
condition  of  the  fettlement  of  which 
you  ought  to  be  apprized,  as  it  ef- 
fentially  connects  the  confirmation 
the  fettlement  it  Self  with  the  in- 

'  1  1 .  V  i ,  t  !  1  a  <  1  v .  i,t  v.  n « 


terefls  of  the  company.  The  an¬ 
nuls  demanded,  that  a  claufe  Should 
be  inferted  in  their  engagements, 
that  they  were  to  be  in  full  force, 
for  the  complete  term  of  their  leafes, 
provided  that  no  foreign  authority 
was  exerciled  over  them ;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  their  engagements 
were  to  ceafe,  whenever  they  Should 
be  interrupted  in  their  functions  by 
the  interference  of  an  Englifh  a- 
gent  ;  this  requisition  was  officially 
notified  to  me  by  the  acting  mini¬ 
ster,  and  referred  to  me  in  form  by 
the  nabob  vizier,  for  my  previous 
confent  to  it  1  I  encouraged  it,  and 
gave  my  fan&ion  to  it.  For  the 
particulars  of  this  tranfaClion,  I  re¬ 
fer  you  to  my  correfpondence  with 
the  nabob  vizier  upon  the  fubjeCt, 
in  the  inclofure  No.  3. 

The  account  No.  4.  comprifes 
the  Hate  of  the  nabob  vizier’s  debt 
at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  and 
completes  the  information  which  I 
have  profeffed  to  communicate,  of 
the.  Hate  of  this  concern.  From 
this  account  you  will  obferve,  that 
the  vizier  has  fulfilled  his  engage- 
ment  down  to  the  time  of  my  de¬ 
parture  from  Lucknow’  3  and  that 
the  balance,  due  from  him  to  the 
company,  which  at  the  end  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  laft,  flood  in  the.  books  of  the, 
accomptant  general  of  Fort  William 
at  current  rupees  72,95,656  4  7 

was  reduced  at  the  end  of  Auguft 
to  Sa,  Rs.  38,44,930.  9.— includ¬ 
ing  the  fum  of  Sa.  Rs.  10,00.441. 
11  5,  charged  to  the  nabob’s  debt 
in  conformity  to  the  books  of  the. 
accomptant-generah 

In  the  estimate,  No.  1.  I  have, 
Struck  out  the  charge  of  the  detach¬ 
ment  commanded  by  col.  lit  John 
Cummings,  from  the  1  ft  January, 
1785,  the  nabob  having  a  fecond 
time  remonftrated  againft  its  conti¬ 
nuance,  both  as  being  unneceSTary, 
and  a  burthen  which  the  jwpove- 
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rifhed  ftate  of  his  revenue  could 
not  bear,  and  therefore  required 
that  it  Ihoiild  be  wholly  withdrawn. 
I  have  for  thefe  reafons  given  my 
alTent  to  it,  and  have  left  a  written 
order  to  that  effeCt  in  the  hands  of 
major  Palmer,  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
colonel  Cummings  as  foon  as  an 
adequate  force  ihall  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  defence  of  that  fron¬ 
tier,  by  detachment  from  the  na¬ 
bob’s  own  battalions.  The  relief, 
whenever  it  takes  place,  may  lead 
to  a  faving  in  our  own  expences,  by 
the  farther  reduction  of  the  army  ; 
for  I  muff  revert  on  this  occalion  to 
the  opinion  which  I  have  had  occa¬ 
lion  more  than  once  before  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  company  will  gain 
nothing  by  the  continuance  of  the 
detachment  at  the  nabob’s  charge 
in  its  prefent  ffation,  iince  he  has 
not  the  means  of  defraying  it ;  and 
whether  it  remain  on  account  of  the 
company,  or  be  continued  to  fwell 
the  nabob’s  with  an  accumulating 
debt  which  he  cannot  pay,  its  effeCt 
on  the  company’s  funds  will  prove 
the  fame  ;  while  it  holds  out  a  de¬ 
ception  to  the  public,  and  furnifhes 
a  plea  for  the  future  ufurpation  of 
the  fovereignty  of  the  country,  and 
the  private  embezzlement  of  its 
treafures. 

In  the  other  dilburfements  of  the 
nabob  vizier,  both  perfonal  and 
public,  confide  t  able  favings  have 
been  made  ;  but  thefe  would  have 
proved  infufficier.t  to  fulfil  the  na¬ 
bob’s  engagements,  without  other 
expedients.  The  begums,  and  the 
nabob  Salar  Jung  (to  whom  their 
jaghires  have  been  refiored,  con* 
formably  to  the  company’s  orders, 
and  more  fo  to  the  inclinations  of 
the  nabob  vizier,  who  went  to  Fy* 
zabad  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
making  a  refpedfful  tender  of  them 
in  perfon  to  the  begums)  have  made 
a  voluntary  conceffion  of  a  large 
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portion  of  their  refpediive  fhares  ; 
and  the  nabob  Saadut  Ally  Cawn 
has  been  required  to  fubmit,  but  I 
will  not  fay  voluntarily,  to  a  tax  of 
one  lack  of  his  allotted  income,  not 
fo  much  for  the  increafe  which  fo 
fmall  a  fum  would  make  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  treafury,  as  to  preclude  the  juft 
caufe  of  offence  which  might  have 
been  taken  at  his  being  partially 
exempted.  The  minifters  have  in 
like  manner  contributed  their  lhare 
of  relief,  by  the  refignation  of  three 
fourths  of  their  ruffoom,  or  corn- 
million  of  office.  The  like  concef¬ 
fion  was  made  by  them  to  the  ad- 
juftment  of  the  laft  year’s  accounts, 
to  the  amount  of  feven  lacks  de¬ 
ducted  from  the  full  fum  of  their 
commiiiion,  which  was  9,98,519. 
o  o  rupees.  In  both  inftances, 
the  facrifice  was  entirely  fponta- 
neous,  and  even  unfolicited.  The 
difference  which  yet  remained,  to 
complete  the  payments  of  the  year, 
has  been  provided  for  by  an  accom¬ 
modation  with  the  fliroffs,  and  may 
be  confidered  as  an  anticipation  of 
the  next  year’s  income,  which,  if 
the  fyftem  which  has  been  thus  far 
happily  effabliflied,  remains  unrao- 
lelled,  it  will  eafily  bear. 

I  have  a  lingular  pleafure  in  add¬ 
ing,  that  I  have  received  the  llrong- 
eft  affurances  from  the  nabob  him- 
felf,  of  his  determination  to  abide 
by  the  late  arrangement ;  and  have 
an  equal  ground  to  expeCt  every  de* 
gree  of  fupport  which  can  be  given 
to  it  by  the  influence  of  the  fir  ft 
characters  of  his  family,  who  are 
all  warmly  and  zealoufly  interefted 
in  the  event  of  it. 

To  conclude  \  I  have  thus  far  at¬ 
tained  the  objeCts  of  my  million, 
and  provided,  in  the  means  and 
courfe  of  one  year,  for  the  com¬ 
plete  difcharge  of  a  debt  which  has 
been  the  accumulation  of  many  ; 
notwithftanding  the  difficulties 
(I  4)  which 
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which  I  have  had  to  furmount,  in 
the  lading  effecds  of  the  failure  of 
the  natural  rains  in  the  three  pre¬ 
ceding  years,  and  in  hill  worle, 
from  a  caufe  which  created  a  total 
fufpenlion  of  all  the  fprings  of  go¬ 
vernment  during  the  courfe  of  the 
lad. 

I  referve  my  final  report,  and 
other  observations  upon  it,  to  the 
period  of  my  departure  from  this 
place. 

I  have  already  adviled  you  of  my 
departure  from  Lucknow,  on  the 
27th  ultimo.  The  nabob  vizier  ac¬ 
companied  me  fame  jiages  of  my 
journey  by  land,  and  was  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  diffuaded  from  proceeding 
with  me  to  Benares,  having  pro¬ 
vided  boats  for  his  conveyance. 
The  prince  is  here,  and  willy  I  fear, 
prove  a  caufe  of  my  detention  be¬ 
yond  the  term  required  by  the  fet- 
tlement  of  this  province,  which  you 
have  been  pleafed  to  entrufi  to  my 
charge,  and  of  which  little  remains 
to  complete  it.  Nor  will  this  delay 
be  wholly  unferviceable  to  my  late 
tranfadtions  at  Lucknow,  as  I  am 
ftill  near  enough  to  attend  to  the 
fir  ft  effects  of  execution,  and  to  in- 
terpofe  my  influence  for  the  removal 
of  any  obftrudiions  to  which  they 
are  or  may  be  liable.  But  I  do  not 
apprehend  that  my  ftay  will  exceed 
the  middle  of  next  month, 

I  have  the  honour,  &c, 

W.  Ha  STINGS. 

A  true  copy.  E?  Hay,  Sec. 


fhe  Speech  of  his  Grace  Charles , 
Duke  of  Rutland?  Lord  Lieutenant 
General ,  and  General  Governor  o  f 
Ireland. ,  to  both  Houfcs  of  Par¬ 
liament ,  on  Phurfday  the  20th  Day 
of  January?  1785. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
f  have  his  majefty’s  commands 
to  meet  you  in  parliament,  and  to 


defire  your  advice  and  co-operation 
upon  thofe  affairs  of  importance 
which  in  the  prefent  circumftances 
of  the  kingdom  require  your  moft 
ferious  attention. 

Whilft  I  lamented  the  lawlefs 
outrages  and  unconflitutional  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  had  taken  place 
fince  your  laft  prorogation,  I  had 
the  fatisfadtion  to  perceive  that 
thefe  exceffes  were  confined  to  a 
few  places,  and  even  there  con¬ 
demned.  And  I  have  now  the 
pleafure  to  obferve,  that  by  theTa- 
lutary  interpofition  of  the  laws, 
the  general  tranquillity  is  re-eda- 
bli  Hied. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  have  ordered  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  to  be  laid  before  you.  I 
have  the  fulleft  reliance  on  your 
approved  loyalty  to  the  king,  and 
attachment  to  your  country,  that 
a  due  confideration  of  the  exigencies 
of  the  ftate  will  lead  you  to  make 
whatever  provifions  fliall  appear  to 
be  ne cedar y  for  the  public  ex- 
pences,  and  for  the  honourable  fup- 
port  of  his  majefty’s  government. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  to  recommend,  in  the  king’s 
name,  to  your  earned,  investigation 
thofe  objects  of  trade  and  commerce 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
which  have  not  yet  received  their 
complete  adjudment.  In  framing 
a  plan  with  a  view  to  a  final  fettle- 
meat,  you  will  be  fenfible  that  the 
jnterefts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land  oupht  to  be  for  ever  united 

o  # 

and  infeparable.  And  his  majefty 
relies  on  your  liberality  and  wif- 
dom  for  adopting  fuch  an  equitable 
lyftem  for  the  joint  benefit  of  both 
countries,  and  the  fupport  of  the 
common  intered,  as  will  fccure 
mutual  fatisfadtion  and  perma¬ 
nency. 

The 
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The  encouragement  and  exfen  - 
fion  of  agriculture  and  manufac¬ 
tures,.  and  efpecially  of  your  linen 
manufacture,  will,  I  am  perfuaded, 
enraoe  your  conftant  concern.  Let 
me  likewife  diredt  your  attention  in 
a  particular  manner  to  the  fiilieries 
on  your  coafts,  from  which  you 
may  reafonably  hope  for  an  im* 
proving  fource  of  induftry  and 
wealth  to  this  kingdom,  and  of 
ftrength  to  the  empire. 

The  liberality  which  you  have 
always  fhewn  to  the  maintenance 
of  your  proteftant  charter-fchools, 
and  other  public  inftitutions,  makes 
it  unneceffary  for  me  to  recommend 
them  to  your  care.  You  cannot 
more  beneficially  exert  this  laudable 
fpirit  than  by  directing  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  improve,  and  to  diffufe 
throughout  the  kingdom,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  good  education.  Sen- 
fible  of  its  effential  confequence  to 
.  the  morals  and  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  to  the  dignity  of  the 
nation,  I  am  happy  to  allure  you 
of  his  majefty’s  gracious  patronage  ; 
and  fhall  be  earned:  to  give  every 
afliftance  in  my  power  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  l'uch  mealures  as  your  wif- 
dom  may  devife  for  this  important 
purpofe. 

It  is  the  province  of  your  pru¬ 
dence  and  difcretion  to  confider 
what  new  provifions  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  fecuring  the  fubjedt  againft 
violence  and  outrage,  for  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  police,  and  the  better  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  laws,  as  well  as  for  the 
general  encouragement  of  peaceable 
fubordination  and  honed:'  induftry. 

It  will  be  a  pleafing  talk  to  me  to 
aftift  and  promote  your  exertions 
for  the  tranquillity  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  fupporting  the  true  prin¬ 
ciples  of  our  happy  eonftitution 
both  in  church  and  ftate. 

The  uniformity  of  laws  and  of 

religion,  and  a  common  intereft  in 


PAPERS.  (i37) 

treaties  with  foreign  ftates,  form  a 
lure  bond  of  mutual  connection 
and  attachment  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland.  It  will  be  your 
care  to  cherifli  thefe  ineftiinable 
b  Idlings  with  that  fpirit  and  wif- 
dom  which  will  render  them  effec¬ 
tual  fecurities  to  the  ftrength  and 
profperity  of  the  empire. 


His  Majefty' s  Speech  to  loth  Houfes 
of  Parliament ,  Jan.  25,  1785. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
After  the  laborious  attendance  of 
the  laft  feftion  of  parliament,  it  has 
given  me  peculiar  pleafure,  that  the 
fituation  of  public  affairs  has  ad¬ 
mitted  of  fo  long  a  recefs. 

Among  the  objects  which  now  re¬ 
quire  consideration,  I  mud:  particu¬ 
larly  recommend  to  your  earned:  at¬ 
tention  the  adjuftment  of  fuch  points 
in  the  commercial  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
as  are  not  yet  finally  arranged. 
The  fy item  which  will  unite  both 
kingdoms  the  mod:  clofely  on  prin¬ 
ciples  of  reciprocal  advantage,  willv 
I  am  perfuaded,  bed  endure  the  ge¬ 
neral  profperity  of  my  dominions. 

I  have  the  fatisfaCtion  to  acquaint 
you,  that,  notwithftanding  any  ap¬ 
pearance  of  differences  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  I  continue  uniformly  to  re¬ 
ceive,  from  all  foreign  powers,  the 
ftrongeft  affurances  of  their  good 
difpofition  towards  this  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  have  ordered  the  eftimates  of 
the  enduing  year  to  be  laid  before 
you.  I  confide  in  your  liberality 
and  zeal  to  grant  the  necefiary  l'up- 
plies,  with  a  juft  regard  as  well  to 
the  oeconomy  requifite  in  every  de¬ 
partment,  ns  to  the  maintenance  of 

the 
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the  national  credit,  and  the  real  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  public  Service. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  fuccefs  which  has  attended 
the  meafures  taken  in  the  laSt  feffion 
towards  the  fuppreffion  of  Smug¬ 
gling,  and  for  the  improvement  of 
the  revenue,  will  encounige  you  to 
apply  yourfelvcs,  with  continual 
affiduity,  to  thofe  important  ob¬ 
jects.  You  will,  I  trull,  alio  take 
into  early  conlideration,  the  mat- 
ters  Suggested  in  the  reports  of  the 
commissioners  of  public  accounts, 
and  fuch  farther  regulations  as  may 
appear  to  be  necelfary  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  offices  of  the  kingdom. 

I  have  the  fullefl  reliance  on  the 
continuance  of  your  faithful  and 
diligent  exertions  in  every  part  of 
your  public  duty.  You  may  at  all 
times  depend  on  my  hearty  concur¬ 
rence  in  every  meafure  which  can 
tend  to  alleviate  our  national  bur¬ 
thens,  to  fecure  the  true  principles 
of  the  constitution,  and  to  promote 
the  general  welfare  of  my  people. 


Petition  of  the  Electors  of  the  City 
and  Liberty  of  W'eflminfter ,  prc- 
fented  to  the  Houje  of  Commons , 
Feb.  2,  1785. 

Sheweth, 

That,  notwithstanding  the  parlia¬ 
ment  is  now  affembled  in  its  Second 
feffion,  after  a  long  recefs,  the  city 
of  WeStminfter,  equally  tothefur- 
prife  and  concern  of  your  petition¬ 
ers,  is  Still  without  any  representa¬ 
tives  in  parliament, 

That,  at  the  opening  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  parliament,  after  the  electors 
of  WlpStminSter,  according  to  the 
exigency  of  the  king’s  writ  for  meet¬ 
ing  his  people  in  parliament  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  May  Salt,  and 


conformably  to  law  and  ancient 
ufage,  had  duly  chofen  two  citi¬ 
zens  to  reprefent  the  fame,  the  faid 
electors  were,  by  an  adt  equally  il¬ 
legal  and  unprecedented,  deprived 
of  their  juSt  and  valuable  right  to  a 
Share  in  the  legislation  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  through  their  representatives, 
chofen  into  the  commons  houfe  of 
parliament  •  the  high  bailiff  of  WeSt- 
miniter,  though  folemnly  called  up¬ 
on,  having  refufed  to  make  any  re¬ 
turn  of  citizens  to  ferve  in  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  faid  city. 

That  your  petitioners,  impreffed 
with  a  high  fenfe  of  the  value  of 
that  branch  of  the  legislature,  which 
they  have  been  taught  to  consider 
as  the  natural  guardians  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  from  whom  it 
derives  its  power,  and  to  whom  it  is 
accountable  for  the  execution  of 
the  trull,  could  not  behold,  with¬ 
out  great  indignation,  an  attempt 
fo  infulting  to  the  dignity  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  has  been  thereby  ren¬ 
dered  maimed  and  incomplete  in  its 
conltrudtion,  as  well  in  diredt  con- 
tradidtion  to  the  king’s  writ  of  Sum¬ 
mons  for  meeting  his  people  in  a  full 
parliament,  as  to  the  manifest  de¬ 
gradation  of  the  character  and  im¬ 
portance  of  that  auguft  affembiy. 
Nor  can  your  petitioners,  confilt- 
ently  with  their  duty  to  themfelves, 
with  a  juft  regard  to  the  common 
rights  of  their  fellow-fubjedls,  and 
what  they  owe  to  their  posterity, 
emit  any  proper  occasion  to  exprefs 
their  honeff  Sentiments  ;  and  Still, 
as  free  men,  though  deprived  of  the 
Sacred  diStindtion  which  makes  men 
free,  prefer  their  juft  complaints  a- 
gainft  a  proceeding  fo  unprecedent¬ 
ed  in  the  annals  of  parliament,  fo 
full  of  danger  in  its  example,  andj 
which  is  not  more  a  grievous  injury 
to  the  interests  and  privileges  of  the 
citizens  of  Wefmunfter,  than  ut- 
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terly  fubverftve  of  the  rights  of  the 
whole  conftituent  body  of  this  coun- 

try. 

That  the  falutary  wifdom  and 
honeil  vigilance  of  the  hotife  of 
(Commons  to  check  the  progrefs  of 
corruption,  and  to  guard  againft  the 
influence  of  the  mini  hers  of  the 
crown,  in  the  elections  of  members 
to  ferve  in  parliament,  will  have 
become  altogether  fruitlefs,  if  it 
may  happen  that,  after  electors  fhall 
have  withftood  every  unconflitu- 
tional  attempt  to  dictate  particular 
perfons  to  their  choice,  and  fhall 
have  exercifed  their  fuffrages  freely 
and  independently,  a  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  device  may  be  reforted 
to,  by  means  of  which  it  may  be 
in  the  power  of*  thofe  who  have,  or 
who  by  fecret  and  corrupt  manage¬ 
ment  may  obtain  an  undue  influ¬ 
ence  over  a  returning  officer,  to  ex¬ 
clude  from  parliament,  and  to  fub- 
jedt  to  an  expence,  which  might  be 
ruinous  to  the  mod  ample  fortune, 
under  the  pretence  of  a  lcrutiny, 
any  perfon,  the  exertion  of  whole 
abilities  may  be  peculiarly  neceflary 
to  the  interefls  of  his  country,  but 
whofe  attachment  to  the  true  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  conflitution  may  have 
rendered  him  an  objedf  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  perfect!  tion. 

That  there  never  was  a  period  in 
which  the  prefence  and  affiftance  of 
the  members  in  parliament  was  more 
eflential  to  the  peace  and  profperity 
pf  the  city  of  Weflminfter. 

That,  during  the  laft  feffion  of 
parliament,  beflde  many  important 
regulations  of  trade  and  revenue, 
yarious  new  and  burthenfome  taxes, 
to  the  amount  of  near  a  million  per 
annum,  were  impofed  on  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  a  very  conflde.rable  part  where¬ 
of  hath  been,  and  mull  continue  to 
be  paid  by  this  city. 

That  your  petitioners  have  al¬ 
ways  underflood  it  to  be  a  funda- 
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mental  principle  in  the  conflitution 
of  this  government,  that  the  mo¬ 
ney  of  the  fubject  could  not  be 
taken  without  his  confent ;  a  poll- 
tion  which  would  have  more  found 
than  fenfe  or  meaning,  if  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  giving  their  voices  in 
the  grant  of  money  coulfl  be  with* 
holden  from  thofe  places  which  are 
inverted  with  the  privilege  of  fend¬ 
ing  members  to  parliament.  This 
dear  and  inelUmable  privilege,  how¬ 
ever  it  may  have  been  difregarded 
in  the  impolition  of  the  late  taxes 
upon  the  city  of  Weftminrter,  when, 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  giving 
or  withholding  their  confent,  your 
petitioners  yet  claim  and  inlift  up¬ 
on,  as  their  indubitable  right ;  and 
the  heavy  grievance,  of  which  they* 
complain,  will  indeed  be  feverely 
aggravated,  if  fuffered  to  remain 
during  any  farther  part  of  the  pre- 
fent  moft  important  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament,  in  which  objedts  of  the 
deepeft  concernment  to  all  his  ma- 
je  fly’s  fubjedts,  and  peculiarly  in- 
tere fling  to  thofe  in  whom  the 
rights  of  reprefentation  are  verted, 
have  been  announced  to  be  brought 
forward,  under  a  folemn  call  for 
the  flridt  attendance  of  all  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people. 

That  the  neceffity  for  regulating 
and  amending  the  police  of  the  city 
of  Wertminrter  is  univerfally  felt, 
and  loudly  calls  f$r  immediate  at¬ 
tention,  And  to  whom,  in  this,  as 
in  all  other  parliamentary  buflnefs, 
in  which  the  citizens  of  Weflmin¬ 
fter  are  particularly  interefted,  is  it 
natural  for  them  to  look  for  coun- 
fel  and  affiftance,  but  to  thofe  whom, 
they  had  chofen  to  reprefent  them 
in  parliament  ? 

That  your  petitioners  are  ad* 
vifed,  and  have  heard  with  great 
fatisfafiion,  that  efficacious  mea- 
fures  are  likely  to  hepropofed  early 
in  the  prefent  feffion  of  parliament, 

under 
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under  the  aufpices  of  one  of  the 
moft  confidential  fervants  of  the 
crown,  to  meliorate  the  prefent  de¬ 
fective  date  of  the  reprefentation  of 
the  united  kingdom.  Bur  your  pe¬ 
titioners  humbly  prefume  to  fug¬ 
ged,  that  it  will  appear  but  little 
conddent  with  profeflions  of  future 
purity  and  reform  in  the  reprefen¬ 
tation  of  the  commons,  to  fuffer  the 
adtual  and  fubdding  reprefentation 
to  remain  curtailed  and  imperfect, 
even  according  to  its  preient  form, 
and  to  permit,  with  filence  and  im¬ 
punity,  a  deep  and  dangerous 
wound  to  be  given  to  thofe  firffc 
principles  of  the  conditution,  upon 
which  alone  a  free  and  independent 
parliament  can  be  founded.  And 
your  petitioners  cannot  but  deem 
it  an  unfortunate  cafualty,  that  at 
a  time  when  other  bodies  of  men 
are  entertaining  the  mod  fanguine 
expectations  of  the  exteniion  and 
fec.urity  of  their  inherent  and  dear- 
ed  rights,  the  city  of  Weftminder 
fbould,  without  any  fled  of  delin¬ 
quency  even  alledged,  be  fullering 
the  penalties  of  actual  disfranchife- 
ment.  And  your  petitioners  are 
more  forcibly  led  to  this  conddera- 
tion,  by  reflecting  that  the  repre¬ 
fentation  of  Wedminder  is  not 
merely  nominal  and  unfubdantial, 
like  that  of  boroughs,  where  there 
are-  few  electors,  or  where,  under 
the  appearance  of  an  election,  an 
hereditary  right  to  a  feat  is  pre- 
ferved  in  a  family,  or  afligned  at 
pleafure  (an  evil  which  your  peti¬ 
tioners  humbly  prefume  will  be  a 
main  objeCt  of  attention  in  the  pro- 
pofed  reform)  ;  but  involves  in  it  the 
Seared  interefts  and  mod  important 
concerns  of  many  thoufand  citizens, 
inhabitants  of  this  exteniive,  popu¬ 
lous,  and  flourifliing  city. 


That  the  fcrutiny  which  is  ffiM 
carrying  on  in  the  city  of  Weftmin¬ 
der  hath  lafted  for  .a  period  of  near¬ 
ly  eight  months  ,*  and  that,  judg¬ 
ing  by  the  progrefs  already  made, 
it  appears  extremely  probable  that, 
fhould  it  proceed  with  the  fame 
pace  (and  your  petitioners  do  not 
underfband  that  any  complaint  hath 
been  made  of  undue  delay),  the 
prefent  parliament  may  be  advanced 
to  its  lad:  feflion  by  the  time  the 
high  bailiff  has  decided  on  his  poll. 

That  your  petitioners  are  well 
informed  that  every  prediction  of 
the  futility,  iniignificance,  expence, 
and  injuffice,  which  mud  attend  the 
proceedings  of  fuch  a  court,  hath 
been  abundantly  verified  by  the 
event  :  but  your  petitioners  forbear 
any  detail  of  the  progrefs  or  confe- 
quences  of  a  meafure,  the  origin 
and  principle  of  which  they  fo- 
lemnly  proted  againd,  as  contrary 
to  the  fpirit  and  praClice  of  the  con- 
ffitution,  to  the  plained  provifions, 
both  of  common  and  ftatute  law, 
and  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  eleCfors  of  Great  Britain. 

For  the  fame  reafon  your  peti¬ 
tioners  forbear  to  meddle  with  the 
motives,  reafons,  or  imaginations, 
alledged  by  the  high  bailiff  of  Weft- 
minder  in  defence  of  his  conduCt ; 
or  with  the  claims  and  pretendons 
of  the  refpecdive  candidates.  But 
your  petitioners  do  humbly  pray 
that  this  honourable  houfe  will  im¬ 
mediately  take  fuch  meafures  as 
(hall  reftore  the  city  of  Wedmin- 
der  to  its  undoubted  right  of  hav¬ 
ing  its  reprefentatives  in  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  there  being  no  farther  or 
other  relief  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
the  injury  complained  of  in  the  pre- 
miles,  or  which  can  be  fatisfacdory 
to  your  petitioners , 
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JRcjolutions  faffed  at  a  "National  Aj- 
fembly  of  Delegates ,  for  promoting 
a  more  equal  Reprefentation  of  the 
People  in  Parliament ,  held  in  Dub¬ 
lin  on  the  20th  of  January ,  1785, 
and  thence  continued  till  the  \th  of 
February  following,  purfuant  to 
adjournment  from  the  2  7  ih  of  Oc¬ 
tober ,  1784.  See  Principal  Oc¬ 
currences ,  p .  8.  and  12. 

A  Motion  being  made  and  fe- 
conded,  that  a  printed  paper,  enti¬ 
tled,  44  A  third  Addrefs  from  the 
Society  for  Con  flit  utional  Informa¬ 
tion  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,”  be  now  read,  and  the 
queflion  being  put,  and  carried  una¬ 
nimoufly  in  the  affirmative,  the 
fame  was  read  accordingly  : 

Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  the 
laid  Addrefs,  *as  relating  to  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform,  comes  properly 
within  the  conlideration  of  this  ai¬ 
fembly. 

Relolved  unanimoufly,  That  the 
faid  Addrefs  appears  to  be  intended 
to  promote  and  defend  the  rights  of 
the  fubjects  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  conjointly. 

Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  aifembly,  that 
the  expreffions  of  affedfionate  re¬ 
gard  and  common  intereil  between 
the  two  kingdoms,  contained  in  the 
faid  Addrefs,  demand  grateful  ap- 
plaufe,  and  the  kindeil  acknow¬ 
ledgements  on  the  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland,  and  that  it  appears 
to  be  the  wifli  of  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  equally  for  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  both  kingdoms,  that  fuch 
fentiments  of  mutual  friendihip 
fhould  be  univerfally  cherilhed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries. 

Refoived  therefore  unanimoufly, 
That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolu- 
tions  be  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  fo- 
C'iety,  as  a  token  of  the  grateful 
and  brotherly  regards  towards  them, 
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entertained  by  the  aifembly  of  de¬ 
legates,  appointed  for  the  promot¬ 
ing  of  a  parliamentary  reform  in 
Ireland. 

Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  a 
fufficient  number  of  copies  of  the 
following  Addrefs  be  printed,  and 
that  the  lame  be  publiflied  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  our 
prefldent  have  power  to  convene 
this  aflembly  prior  to  the  day  of 
adjournment,  if  occaflOn  fliall  re¬ 
quire. 

Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  aflembly  be  given  to 
our  worthy  prefldent,  William 
Sharman,  eiq.  for  his  very  upright, 
able,  and  fpirited  conduct;  in  the 
chair. 

Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  aifembly  be  given  to 
Simon  Ifaac,  eiq.  our  worthy  mem¬ 
ber,  for  his  very  proper  and  im¬ 
partial  conduct  as  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  aflembly  he  given  to 
our  worthy  member,  John  Talbot 
Afhenhurft,  eiq.  for  adting  as  lecre- 
tary,  and  for  his  proper  conduT 
and  attention  to  this  aflembly. 

y 

Refoived  unanimoufly,  That  this 
aflembly  do  now  adjourn  till  Wed- 
nefday  the  20th  of  April  next,  then 
to  meet  in  Dublin. 

To  the  PEOPLE  of  IRELAND. 

We,  the  aflembly  of  delegates 
for  promoting  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form,  have  deliberated  with  care, 
and  with  the  warmed  zeal  upon  the 
fubjedts  referred  to  our  confldera- 
tion.  We  have,  therefore,  con¬ 
tented  ourfelves  for  the  prefent, 
with  confldering  and  reducing  into 
fome  order,  the  materials  which  we 
have  hitherto  been  able  to  colledt, 
leaving  to  a  future  meeting,  the 

pro- 
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probability  of  affording  farther 
lights  ;  confcious,  at  the  fame  time, 
how  much  inuft  be  referred  to  par¬ 
liament. 

Continue  to  cherifh  an  affection¬ 
ate  attachment  to  his  majefty,  and 
a  reliance  on  his  paternal  attention 
to  the  liberties  of  his  fubjeCts,  trad¬ 
ing  that  his  majefty’s  councils,  and 
the  wiidom  of  parliament,  will  de- 
fife  fome  effectual  means  to  gratify 
the  wifhes  of  a  peaceable  and  loyal 
people. 

Perfevere  in  a  due  refpeCt  to  the 
authority  of  the  laws,  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  legiilature. 

Encourage  thole  kind  fentiments 
cf  affeClion  to  Great  Britain,  which 
already  animate  this  country,  and 
which  ought  to  fubfift  between  af- 
fociates  in  the  caufe  of  freedom. 

Turn  your  attention  to  thofe 
grievances  which  have  called  forth 
the  voice,  and  awakened  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  Great  Britain,  and  remem¬ 
ber,  that  this  country  labours  un¬ 
der  a  more  enormous  and  compli¬ 
cated  ulurpation. 

Your  right  to  a  controul  over 
your  reprel'entatives,  by  frequency 
of  election,  has  been  Infringed. 
Oaths  are  multiplied  upon  electors, 
whilft  the  confciences  of  the  eleCted 
are  left  at  large.  Your  counties 
groan  under  ariftocratic  combina¬ 
tions  ;  and  even  if  they  were  free, 
their  members  compofe  but  a  fifth, 
whilft  a  few  individuals  nominate  a 
large  majority  of  the  reprefentative 
body.  The  freedom  of  your  cities 
has  been  undermined  by  peirverfion 
of  their  charters  ;  and  their  inde¬ 
pendence  is  opprefled  by  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  fraudulent  eleCtors.  Places 
and  penfions  are  the  rewards  of  a- 
poftacy.  Your  boroughs  have  be¬ 
come  the  property  of  individuals, 
which  they  notorioufty  barter  for 
gain,  and  a  price  is  thus  let  ori  the 
tights  of  a  people. 


If  thofe  enormities  be  not  cor* 
reCted,  the  houfe  of  commons  may 
in  time  become  fo  degraded  by  ve¬ 
nality,  and  disfigured  by  innova¬ 
tion,  that  the  heft  adminiftration 
may  find  corruption  a  neceflary  en¬ 
gine  of  government.  The  rapacity 
of  your  reprefentatives  may  prey 
upon  the  earnings  of  your  induftry. 
The  proteCtors  of  your  rights  may 
receive  the  wages  of  treachery. 
The  truftees  of  the  people  may  be¬ 
come  the  partizans  of  faCtious  no¬ 
bles.  The  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeCt,  may 
be  equally  overwhelmed ;  and  the 
houfe  of  commons  may,  at  length, 
ceafe  to  be  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people. 

We  conjure  you  to  look  back  to 
the  glory  of  your  former  fuccefles  ; 
and  we  folemnly  remind  you,  that 
the  (acred  honour  of  the  nation  is 
pledged  for  the  attainment  of  a 
parliamentary  reform  ;  that,  with¬ 
out  the  accomplifhmentof  this  great 
objeCl,  your  commercial  interefts 
are  infecure,  and  the  independence 
of  your  legiflature  but  a  name. 

You  have  lent  us  to  confult  upon 
the  means  of  redrafting  your  griev¬ 
ances  ;  we  have  told  you  the  pro¬ 
g-refs  of  our  deliberations  ;  we  ex- 
hort  you  to  recolieCt,  that  upon 
yourfelves  depends  the  completion 
of  your  wifhes.  Shun  the  extremes 
of  tenierity  and  indolence.  Keep 
alive  the  fpirit ;  but  let  prudence 
regulate  the  activity  of  your  zeal. 
Believe,  for  you  feel  it,  that  pa- 
triotifm  exifts ;  be  warned,  but  not 
feduced  by  the  example  of  thofe$ 
who  have  ufurped  your  rights  ;  not 
think  that  the  dignity  of  eonftitu- 
tional  aftemblies  can  be  degraded  by 
the  mockery  of  men  who  add  infult 
to  oppreffion  ;  reward  with  your  fa* 
vour,  and  encourage  with  your  con* 
fide  nee,  thofe  who  have  flood  for¬ 
ward  in  your  caufe*  from  the  threats 
x  of 
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»f  vmconftitutional  power,  which 
endeavours  to  iubdue  the  uncon¬ 
querable  fpirit  of  a  free  people.  In¬ 
formed  of  what  the  laws  permit, 
neither  tranfgrefs  their  bound,  nor 
diftruft  their  protection.  Lawyers 
may  cavil  about  forms,  but  your 
rights  are  unalienable,  and  redrefs 
is  in  your  power.  Cunning,  cabal, 
and  violence,  are  oppoled  to  pru¬ 
dence,  union,  and  perfeverance. 
Time  fliall  lead  us  to  fuccefs  ;  and 
we  fhaii  wear  thofe  honours  well, 
which  we  fliall  have  obtained  by 
honourable  exertions.  This  drug¬ 
gie  for  their  liberties  will  inform 
the  minds,  and  fortify  the  hearts  of 
Irifhmen :  and  when  they  fliall  have 
obtained,  they  will  have  fenfe  to 
perceive,  and  relblution  to  preferve, 
the  bleffings  of  a  free  conftitution.— 
Teach  poflerity,  that  temper  and 
firrnnefs  can  produce  what  in  other 
countries  has  been  accomplifhed  by 
blood. — Perfevere,  therefore,  unlefs 
you  would  be  the  mockery  of  the 
world,  and  would  have  your  tri¬ 
umph  of  yefterday  become  the  re¬ 
proach  of  to-day. 

W.  S  harman,  prefident. 

J,  T.  Ashenhurst,  fee. 

* - — ~ — — - — — - — - — 

Flan  of  Commercial  Intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland , 
which,  on  the  7th  of  Feb .  1785, 
Mr.  Orde ,  Secretary  to  the  Duke 
of  Rutland ,  laid  before  the  Grand 
Committee  of  the  Irijh  Parlia¬ 
ment ,  and  which  being  amended 
on  the  11th,  were  faffed  on  that 
Day. 

I.  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  committee,  that  it  is 
highly  important  to  the  general 
intereft  of  the  Britifh  empire,  that 
the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  be  encouraged  and  extend¬ 
ed  as  much  as  poffible,  and  for  that 


purpofe,  that  the  intercourfe  and 
commerce  be  finally  fettled  and  re¬ 
gulated  on  permanent  and  equi¬ 
table  principles,  for  the  mutual  be¬ 
nefit  of  both  countries. 

II.  Refolved,  That,  towards  car¬ 
rying  into  full  effect  fo  defirable  a 
fettlement,  it  is  fit  and  proper  that 
all  articles^  not  the  growth  or  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire¬ 
land,  fiiould  be  imported  into  each 
kingdom  from  the  other  recipro¬ 
cally,  under  the  fame  regulations, 
and  at  the  fame  duties)  if  fubjedt  to 
duties)  to  which  they  are  liable, 
when  imported  directly  from  the 
place  of  their  growth,  product,  or 
manufacture  ;  and  that  ail  duties 
originally  paid  on  the  importation 
into  either  country  refpeCtively, 
fliall  be  fully  drawn  back  on  ex¬ 
portation  to  the  other. 

III.  Refolved,  That  for  the  fame 
purpofe  it  is  proper  that  no  prohi¬ 
bition  fhould  exit  in  either  coun¬ 
try,  againit  the  importation,  ufe, 
or  fale  of  any  article,  the  growth, 
produCt,  or  manufacture  of  the 

other :  and  that  the  duty  on  the 

«• 

importation  of  every  fuch  article, 
if  fubject  to  duty  in  either  coun¬ 
try,  fhould  be  precifely  'the  fame 
in  the  one  country  as  in  the  other, 
except  where  an  addition  may  be 
neceffary  in  either  country,  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  internal  duty  on 
any  fuch  article  of  its  own  con- 
fumption. 

IV.  Refolved,  That  in  all  cafes 
where  the  duties  on  articles  of  the 
growth,  produCt,  or  manufacture 
of  either  country  are  different  on 
the  importation  into  the  other,  it 
would  be  expedient  that  they  fhould 
be  reduced  in  the  kingdom  where 
they  are  the  higheft,  to  the  amount 
payable  in  the  other  ;  and  that  all 
fuch  articles  fhould  be  exportable 
from  the  kingdom  into  which  they 
fliall  be  imported,  as  free  from 

duty 
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xluty  as  the  fimilar  commodities  or 
home  manufacture  of  the  fame 
kingdom. 

V.  Refolved,  That  for  the  fame 
purpofe  it  is  alfo  proper,  that  in  all 
cafes  where  either  kingdom  fliall 
charge  articles  of  its  own  con- 
fumption  with  an  internal  duty  on 
the  manufacture,  or  a  duty,  on 
the  material,  the  fame  manufacture, 
when  imported  from  the  other, 
may  be  charged  with  a  farther  duty 
on  importation  to  the  fame  amount 
as  the  internal  duty  on  the  manu¬ 
facture,  or  to  an  amount  adequate 
to  countervail  the  duty  on  the  ma¬ 
terial  ;  and  fliall  be  entitled  tofuch 
drawbacks  or  bounties  on  exporta¬ 
tion  as  may  leave  the  fame  fubfeCt 
to  no  heavier  burdens  than  the 
home-made  manufacture  ;  fuch  far¬ 
ther  duty  to  continue  fo  long  only 
as  the  internal  confumption  fliall 
be  charged  with  the  duty  or  duties 
to  balance  which  it  fliall  be  impof- 
ed,  or  until  the  manufacture  com¬ 
ing  from  the  other  kingdom  fliall 
be  fubjeCted  there  to  an  equal  bur¬ 
then,  not  drawn  back,  or  com- 
penfated  on  exportation. 

VI.  Refolved,  That,  in  order 
to  give  permanency  to  the  fettle- 
ment  now  intended  to  be  eft abli fil¬ 
ed,  it  is  neceffary  that  no  prohibi¬ 
tion,  or  new  or  additional  duties, 
fliould  be  hereafter  impofed  in  either 
kingdom,  on  the  importation  of 
any  article  of  the  growth,  pro¬ 
duct,  or  manufacture  of  the  other, 
except  fuch  additional  duties  as 
jnay  be  requiflte  to  balance  duties  on 
internal  confumption,  purfuant  to 
the  foregoing  refolution. 

VII.  Refolved,  That,  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  it  is  neceflary  far¬ 
ther,  that  no  prohibitions,  or  new, 
or  additional  duties  fliould  be  here¬ 
after  impofed  in  either  kingdom, 
on  the  exportation  ot  any  article  of 
native  growth,  produCf,  or  manu¬ 


facture,  from  thence  to  the  other, 
except  fuch  as  either  kingdom  may 
deem  expedient,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and 
bifcuit ;  and  alfo,  except  where 
there  now  exifts  any  prohibition 
which  is  not  reciprocal,  or  any 
duty  w'hich  is  not  equal  in  both 
kingdoms  :  in  every  fuch  cafe  the 
prohibition  may  be  made  recipro¬ 
cal,  or  the  duties  railed,  fo  as  to 
make  them  equal. 

VIII.  Refolved,  That,  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  it  is  neceflary,  that 
no  bounties  whatever  fliould  be 
paid  or  payable  in  either  kingdom, 
on  the  exportation  of  any  article 
to  the  other,  except  fuch  as  relate 
to  corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and 
bifcuits  ;  and  fuch  as  are  in  the 
nature  of  drawbacks,  or  compen- 
fation  for  duties  paid  ;  and  that  no 
bounty  fliould  be  granted  in  this 
kingdom  on  the  exportation  of  any 
article  imported  from  the  Britifli 
plantations,  or  any  manufacture 
made  of  fuch  article,  unlefs  in  cafes 
where  a  fimilar  bounty  is  payable 
in  Britain  on  exportation  from 
thence,  or  where  fuch  bounty  is 
merely  in  the  nature  of  a  draw¬ 
back,  or  compenlation  of  or  for 
duties  paid  over  and  above  any  du¬ 
ties  paid  thereon  in  Britain. 

IX.  Refolved,  That  it  is  expe¬ 
dient  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
Britilh  empire,  that  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  articles  from  foreign  ftates 
fliould  be  regulated  from  time  to 
time,  in  each  kingdom,  on  fuch 
terms  as  may  afford  an  effectual 
preference  to  the  importation  of 
fimilar  articles  of  the  growth,  pro¬ 
duce,  or  manufacture  of  the  other. 

X.  Refolved,  That  it  is  effential 
to  the  commercial  intereffs  of  this 
country  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
poffible,  an  accumulation  of  natio¬ 
nal  debt  ;  that  therefore  it  is  high- 

7  O 

ly  expedient,  that  the  annual  re¬ 
venue 
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venue  of  this  kingdom  flioultl  be 
made  equal  to  its  annual  expence. 

XI.  Refolved,  That,  for  the 
better  protection  of  trade,  what¬ 
ever  fum  the  grofs  hereditary  re¬ 
venue  of  this  kingdom  (after  de¬ 
ducting  all  drawbacks,  re-payments, 
or  bounties  granted  in  the  nature 
of  drawbacks)  fhall  produce  over 
and  above  the  fum  of  656,0001.  in 
each  year  of  peace,  wherein  the 
annual  revenue  (hall  equal  the  an¬ 
nual  expence,  and  in  each  year  of 
war,  without  regard  to  fuch  equal¬ 
ity,  fhould  be  appropriated  towards 
the  fupport  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  empire^  in  Inch  manner  as  the 
parliament  of  this  kingdom  fhall 
direct. 


Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Committee  of  Council ,  dat¬ 
ed  Council-Chamber ,  Whitehall , 
March  1 ,  1785. 

And  that  your  majefty  may  have 
fome  view  of  the  general  trade  of 
Ireland,  they  will  add  an  account 
of  the  amount  in  value  of  all  goods 
exported  from  Ireland  to  Great 
Britain,  the  Britifn  colonies  and 
plantations,  and  the  reft  of  the 
world  :  diftinguifhing  the  amount 
in  value  of  the  growth,  produce, 
and  manufacture  of  Ireland  ;  alfo 
the  amount  in  value  of  the  imports 
from  each  :  for  nine  years,  ending 
25th  March,  1782,  diftinguifhing 
each  year:  taken  from  the  accounts 
fbited  by  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms 
in  Ireland,  and  being  in  Irifh  mo¬ 
ney. 

Value  of  the  EXPORTS  to  Great 
Britain. 

Years. 

5774  Irifh  produce  2,113,849  18  3^ 

Foreign  goods  3, *35  *3  4f 
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T.  P. 
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n 
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I.  P. 

F.  G. 
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10 

5 

2,551,211  11 

3 

*777 

I.  P. 

F.  G. 

•2,547» « 32  15 
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0 
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2,552,29  6  18 

4 

1778 

I.  P. 

F.  G. 

2,718,145  18 
5>653  12 
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5 

2,718,145  18 
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I.  P. 

F.  G. 

2,252,976  18 
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4 
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I.  P. 

F.  G. 

2,381,234  18 
3,663  18 

3I 
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2,384,898  16 

7 
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f.  P. 

F.  G. 

2,187,215  7 
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2,187,406  15 

0 

1782 

I.  P. 

F.  G. 

2,699,825  13 
9)94*  1 

8 1 
6| 

2,709,766  18 
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Britifh  Colonies  and  Plantations. 
Years. 

1774  Irifh  produce  243,217  19 

Foreign  goods  16,784  1 

4 

260,012  1 

3i 

1 775 

I.  P. 

F.  G, 

247,14!  9 

19,568  18 

7 

z 

266,710  7 

9 
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I.  P, 

F.  G, 

253,838  15 
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k 

264,798  16 
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10 

5 
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f 
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1778 

I.  P. 
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F.  G. 
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*3 
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Refl  of 

the  World. 

Years. 
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1781  I.P. 
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1782  I.  P. 

33  *>587 

*4 
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17 

4 
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Value  of  the  EXPORTS  from  Great 
Britain. 

Years. 

*774 

1,711,174 

*3 

7 

*775 

*,739,743 

18 
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12 

8 
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94 
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BritHh  Colonies  and  Plantations. 

Years. 

*774 
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Fell  of  the  World. 
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Years. 
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Balance  of  Trade  in  Favour  of  Ireland, 
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agaiiift  Great  Britain. 

Y  ears. 
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Britifti  Colonies 

and  Plantations. 

Years. 

3  774 
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Reft  of  the  World. 
NOTHING. 


Balance  of  Trade  againft  Ireland,  and  in 
Favour  of  Great  Bri'tain. 

Year. 

1781  255,010  iS  9! 

Britifti  Colonies  and  Plantations. 
NOTHING. 


Reft  of  the  World. 


Years. 
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The  committee  conclude  their 
report  by  anfwering  the  two  ques¬ 
tions  referred  to  them  by  his  ma* 
jelly,  and  propofe  a  plan  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  commercial  intercourfe 
in  future  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

The  committee  having  thus  laid 
before  your  majefty  the  information 
they  have  received  ;  and  having 
Stated  fuch  observations  as  appeared 
to  them  to  be  neceiiary,  for  the 
purpole  of  explaining  the  accounts, 
and  pointing  out  any  miftakes  in 
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the  evidence  given  ;  it  is  their  du¬ 
ty  now,  in  obedience  to  your  ma- 
jelly’s  commands,  to  offer  their  opi* 
nion  on  the  fir  ft  qudftion  referred 
to  them;  that  is,  on  the  pr  priety 
of  reducing  the  duties  payable  in 
Great  Britain  on  the  importation  of 
goods,  the  growth  and  mariufac* 
ture  of  Ireland^  to  the  fame  rate  as 
the  duties  payable  in  Ireland,  on 
the  importation  of  the  like  goods* 
the  growth  and  ’manufacture  of 
Great  Britain.  And  the  committee 
think  it  right  to  begin  by  oblerving* 
that  lince  the  conftitution  of  Ire* 
land  has  been  put  on  its  prelent 
footing,  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
people  of  that  kingdom  will  reft 
Satisfied  with  the  Same  fyftem  of 
commerce  that  Sublifted  before  that 
alteration  was  made ;  for  though 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  their 
laft  feffion,  rejected  the  duties  rhat 
Were  propofed  for  the  protection  of 
their  woollen  manufactures,  they 
iinpofed  duties  on  four  other  ar* 
tides  of  British,  commerce,  viz.  on 
refined  fugar,  on  beer,  wire,  and 
printed  callicoes,  for  the  expreis 
purpofe  of  encouraging  their  trade 
in  thefe  feveral  articles* 

And  it  appears,  that  the  twd> 
houfes  of  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  were  of  opinion,  that,  in 
confeq uence  of  the  change  made 
in  the  Irifli  conftitution,  Some  new 
arrangement  would  be  necelSary  ; 
for,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1782., 
after  having  refolved,  that  an  aCt 
made  in  the  Sixth  vear  of  the  reigil 
of  his  late  majefty  king  George  the 
Firft,  intitled  44  An  aCt  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  Securing  the  dependency  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain’ *  ought  to  be  re¬ 
pealed,  they  came  immediately  to 
the  following  resolution  : 

44  Refolved, 

u  That  it  is  mdifpenfable  tp  the 
interefts  and  happineSs  of  both 
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kingdoms,  that  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  them  fhould  be  ellablifhed 
by  mutual  eonfenr,  upon  a  folid  and 
permanent  balls.’ * 

The  prefent  queftion  is  not, 
therefore,  Whether  the  fyftem  of 
commerce,  on  which  your  nwjefty 
has  required  the  opinion  ot  the 
committee,  is  better  or  worfe  than 
that  which  exihed  before  the  change 
made  in  the  Irifli  contlitution  ;  but 
whether  it  is  better  than  that  which, 
if  fome  agreement  is  not  made,  is 
likely  now  to  take  place. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that 
in  arranging  the  commercial  intcr- 
courfe  in  future  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  there  are  but  three  plans 
that  can  poffibly  be  adopted. 

Firff,  That  the  ports  of  each 
kingdom  fhould  be  open  to  goods, 
the  growth  and  manufacture  of  the 
pther,  free  from  all  duties,  except 
thole  of  exciie,  and  other  internal 
duties. 

As  there  are  certainly  articles  of 
commerce,  in  which  each  country 
has  a  decided  advantage,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  fuch  a  plan  would  occa- 
llon  the  ruin  of  many  of  your  ma- 
jelty’s  fubjedts  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  introduce  an  imme¬ 
diate  convullion  in  the  commerce 
of  the  two  kingdoms. 

The  fecond  plan  is,  that  each 
kingdom  fhould  for  the  future  pro¬ 
ceed- in  making  l’uch  regulations, 
and  impoiing  fuch  duties  on  the 
importation  of  goods,  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  the  other,  as 
their  refpective  legislatures  (hall,  in 
their  wifdom,  think  neceflary  for 
the  protection  and  improvement  of 
their  own  commerce.  This  plan, 
which  will  probably  be  followed, 
if  iome  agreement  is  not  made, 
will  be  the  fource  of  perpetual  di-f- 
fenlions  ;  will  neceilarily  tend  to 
leparate  each  country  farther  from 
the  other ;  and,  in  a  courfe  of  years, 
•  '  z  . 


will  place  them,  in  their  commer¬ 
cial  relation  to  each  other,  in  the 
Hate  of  foreign  countries. 

The  third  plan  is,  that  the  two 
kingdoms  agree  on  certain  mode¬ 
rate  duties,  to  he  impofed  on  the 
importation  of  goods,  the  growth 
and  manufacture  of  the  other ; 
filch  as  will  fecure  a  due  preference 
in  the  home  market  to  the  like  ar¬ 
ticles  of  its  own  growth  and  ma¬ 
nufacture,  and  yet  leave  to  the  filter 
kingdom  advantages,  though  nor 
equal  to  its  own,  yet  fuperior  to 
thofe  granted  to  any  foreign  coun¬ 
try.  The  duties  now  payable  on 
Britifh  goods  imported  into  Ireland 
feem,  by  their  moderation,  as  well 
adapted  to  anfwer  this  purpole  as 
any  that  could  be  devifed  ;  but,  to 
make  this  fy Item  complete,  there 
fhould  be  added  proper  regulations 
with  refpeCt  to  bounties  in  future, 
and  with  refpedt  to  the  duties  on 
raw  materials  imported  into  each 
kingdom. 

It  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  a  great  recommendation 
of  this  plan,  that  if  it  fhould  now 
be  carried  into  execution,  and  be¬ 
come  the  fyhem  to  which  both 
countries  fliali  be  bound  hereafter 
to  conform,  it  will  fecure  them  in 
future  from  thofe  unpleafant  con- 
tefts,  to  which,  in  purfuit  of  their 
refpeefive  interefts,  they  may  other- 
wife  be  expofed  ;  and  your  majefty, 
as  fovereign  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
will  be  relieved  from  the  dilheree- 
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able  fituution  ol  having  laws  pre- 
fented  to  you,  by  their  refpedtive 
houles  of  parliament,  for  your 
royal  alien t,  which,  though  bene¬ 
ficial  to  one  of  your  kingdoms, 
may  in  their  operation  be  highly 
detrimental  to  the  interefls  of  the 
other. 

The  committee  humbly  take  leave 
to  refer  your  majeily  to  the  informa¬ 
tion  given  by  the  merchants  ail’d 
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manufacturers  for  what  relates  to 
the  particular  branches  of  com¬ 
merce,  in  which  they  are  refpeCtive- 
ly  engaged,  and  to  the  obfervations 
made  thereon.  They  think  it  right, 
however,  in  general  to  obferve, 
that  the  duties  intended  to  be  im- 
pofed,  according  to  the  propofed 
plan,  on  the  importation  into  Great 
Britain  of  goods,  the  growth  and 
manufacture  of  Ireland,  appear  to 
them  to  be  a  fufficient  preference  in 
the  home  market,  which  is  the  on¬ 
ly  objecSt  at  prefent  to  be  conlider- 
ed  ;  for  Ireland  as  well  as  Great 
Britain  has  already  a  right  to  flip- 
ply  its  own  market,  and  the  markets 
of  foreign  countries,  with  any  goods 
of  its  growth  and  manufacture,  fub- 
ject  only  to  fuch  duties  and  reftric- 
tions  as  its  own  legiflature  fhall 
think  proper  to  impofe. 

The  duties  impofed  by  this  plan 
on  woollen  goods  imported  from 
Ireland,  will  be  lower  than  thofe 
on  any  other  article  of  frith  growth 
or  manufacture,  being  about  fix 
pence  per  yard  on  old  drapery,  and 
two  pence  on  new  ;  which  is  on  an 
average  not  more  than  five  per  cent, 
and  yet  the  merchants  and  manu¬ 
facturers  in  this  branch  ©f  com¬ 
merce,  whom  the  committee  have 
examined,  appear  by  their  evidence 
to  have  very  little  apprehenhon  of 
a  competition.  The  duties  on  the 
importation  of  all  other  goods  of 
the  growth  and  manufacture  of  Ire¬ 
land  into  this  kingdom,  will,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  propofed  plan,  be  at 
leall  ten  per  cent,  and  on  fome  ar¬ 
ticles  confiderably  more,  which, 
with  the  charge  of  freight,  inftw 
ranee,  commiifion,and  port-charges, 
will,  in  the  judgment  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  be  amply  fufficient  to  fecure 


a  due  preference  to  the  fubjeCfs  of 
Great  Britain  in  their  own  market ; 
efpecially  if  we  add  to  what  has 
been  already  mentioned,  the  fkill 
of  eftablifhed  manufactures,  and 
the  advantages  anting  from  long 
credit  and  great  capitals.  And  it 
ought  to  be  confidgred,  that  if  the 
Irifh  fhould  be  able  to  extend  their 
trade  in  fome  branches  of  manu¬ 
facture,  which  will  probably  at  firft 
be  of  the  inferior  kinds,  where  la¬ 
bour  rather  than  fkill  is  required, 
the  Britifh  trader  in  return  will 
have  his  advantage  in  the  fuperior 
articles  of  man iifabt ure,  for  which, 
by  his  fkill  and  experience,  he  may 
be  better  qualified  ;  which  advan¬ 
tage  the  propofed  plan  will  fecure 
to  him  againft  non-importation 
agreements,  or  any  new  laws  that 
might  be  otherwife  made  to  his  de¬ 
triment.  And  as  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land  increafe  in  Wealth,  in  confe- 
q uence  of  the  extenfion  thus  given 
to  their  commerce,  the  fubjedh  of 
Great  Britain  will  necefiarily  de¬ 
rive  advantages  from  it,  by  the 
larger  fale  of  thofe  commodities  in 
which  they  particularly  excel. 

The  committee  have  alfo  taken 
into  confideration  the  fecond  queR 
tion  referred  to  them  by  your  ma- 
jefty,  viz.  What  preferences  are 
now  given  to  the  importation  of 
any  article,  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufafkire  of  Ireland,  by  any 
duty  or  prohibition  on  the  impor¬ 
tation,  ufe,  or  fale  of  the  like  arti¬ 
cles  from  foreign  parts  ;  and  how 
far  it  may  be  the  interefi:  of  Great 
Britain  in  future  to  continue  or  to 
alter  the  fame. 

For  their  information  on  this 
head,  the  committee  called  for  the 
two  following  accounts*,  which 

have 


*  The  firft  account  ftates  the  preference  given  the  linen  manufacturers  of  Ireland, 
on  exportation  from  Great  Britain,  over  that  of  foreign  countries. 

On  Irifh  linen,  under  five  pence  a  yard,  from  Great  Britain  to  Africa,  America, 
Spain,  Portugal,  Gibraltar,  fVfinorca,  yr  the  Eaft  Indies,  a  bounty  of  one  halfpenny 
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have  been  prefented  to  them  by 
the  comimffioners  of  your  majeity’s 
Q.uftonjs  in  England* 

On  confidering  the  feveral  ar- 
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tides  of  Irifli  growth  and  manu- 
fa&ure,  to  which,  according  to  the 
fo  regoing  accounts,  preferences  are 
given,  it  does  not  appear  to  the 
committee  that  there  is  any  reafion 
at  prefent  for  altering  the  fame : 
according  to  the  true  principles  of 
reciprocity,  the  Irifh  ought  to  grant 
the  fame  bounty  on  Britifh  linen 
exported  from  Ireland  as  is  now 
paid  on  Irifh  iinen  exported  from 
Great  Britain.  It  would  be  very 
inconvenient,  and  even  detrimental 
to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
in  its  intercourfe  with  foreign  na¬ 
tions,  to  fay,  that  thefe  preferences 
fhould  at  no'  time  and  in  no  refpedt 
be  altered ;  but  the  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  fome  fufficient 
preference  fhould  always  be  given 
to  the  foregoing  articles,  being  the 
growth  or  manu  failure  of  Ireland, 
bn  their  importation,  life,  or  fale 
in  Great  Britain. 


Account  of  the  Totals  of  ' the  Net  Pro¬ 
duce  for  all  the  Taxes,  from  Chriji- 
mas  Eve,  1783?  to  the  5 th  Day 
of  April,  1784;  and  from  Chrifir 
mas  Eve,  1784,  to  the  yh  Day 
April,  1785. 

.4 

Customs, 

Total  tp  5th  Apr.  1784  ^419, 915  o  6L 

Tptal  to  5th  Apr.  1785  990,209  14  7^ 

Excise, 

Tptalto  5th  Apr.  1784 ' 1,292,220  3  6 

Total  toyth  Apr.  1785  1,312,612  0  10 


4 
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Stamps. 

Total  to  5th  Apr.  1784  222,421  t 

Total  to  jth  Apr.  1785  320,336 

Incidents. 

Total  to  5th  Apr.  >784  263,419  3  jo|- 

Total  to  5th  Apr.  1785  3.73,09,7  16  81- 

Grand  Total  ofy 
Cuftoms,  Exclfe,  | 

Stamps,  and  Inch  kt, 066, 255  18  z 
dents,  to  the  jtb  \ 

April,  1 785  *  -J 

Stamps  and  Incidents,  ~i  p  , 

to  sth  April;  ijgT* 1’1^’056  5  1 
John  Hughson* 

Exchequer ,  the  r  day ' 

cf  April ,  1785. 


Account  cf  the  Totals  tif  Payments  into 
the  Exchequer,  by  the  Receiver  Ge * 
rural  of  the  Cuftoms ,  from  Lady 
Day,  1780,  to  Lady  Day ,  1785* 
both  i'nclufqjc. 


1780 

495>27° 

5 

2f 
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2,627,643 

4 
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v  2,636536 

1 5 

2i 

1783 

-  2  j  98.3,5  74 

2 

4r 

1784 

2,654,757 

7 

2§ 

1785 

3  ’  7  x  9>4°  ^ 

6 
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/ 

T>  Mills* 

For  William  Mcllijh,  Efq. 

Rec.  Gen. 


Plan  of  a  commercial  Intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland \ 
(is  finally  pajjed  by  the  Britijh 
Houje  of  Commons ,  in  twenty  Re¬ 
flations,  May  30,  1785. 

[  The  Amendments  and  new  Refohu* 
tlons  are  in  inverted  Commas. 

I,  That  it  is  highly  important  to 
the  general  intereils  of  the  Britifh 

empire,  that  the  intercourse  and 


per  yard  :s  given  ;  of  the  value  of  five  pence,  and  under  fix  pence,  a  bounty  of  one 
penny  per  yard ;  of  the  value  of  fix  pence,  and  under  one  finding  and  fix  pence,  a 
bounty  ‘of  three  halfpence  a  yard. 

The  fecond  account  Hates  he  articles  of  Irifh  produce,  that  are  favoured  in  the 
duties  on  importation  into  Great  Britain.  It  is  too  large  for  inlertion  here.  The  ar¬ 
ticles  are  provifions,  cattle,  fkins,  hide  s,  cable  and  cordage,  flax  and  hemp,  fail-cloth, 
and  canvas,  it  on,  pitch,  tar  and  rofin,  rape  feed  ;tnd  cakes,  wood,  yarn.  Almofi  all 
of  thefe  aw  impor  ecLfree,  or  with  oidy  a  fmall  duty;  whnft  front  France,  and  oth^r 
parts  of  Europe,  home  are  prohibited,  and  many  of  them  are  iubjedted  to  very  high 
duties.  ‘  - 
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c  mmerce  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  fiiould  be  finally  regu- 
lared  on  permanent  and  equitable 
principles,  for  the  mutual  benefit 
of  both  countries.  | 

II.  That  a  full  participation  of 
commercial  advantages  ftiould  be 
permanently  lecured  to  Ireland, 
whenever  a  provifion,  equally  per¬ 
manent  and  fee  u  re,  lhall  be  made 
by  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom 
towards  defraying,  in  proportion  to 
its  growing  prosperity,  the  need- 
la,  ry  expence s  in  time  of  peace,  of 
protecting  the  trade  and  general  in- 
tereibs  of  the  empire. 

III.  That  towards  carrying  into 
full  effed  fo  defirable  a  fettlcm  nt, 
it  is  fit  and  proper  that  all  articles, 
not  the  growth  or  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  44  except 
44  thofe  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
14  manufacture,  of  any  of  the  coun- 
44  tries  bevond  the  Cape  of  Good 
44  Hope,  to  the  Streights  of  Ma- 
14  gellan,”  fiiould  be  imported  into 
each  kingdom  from  the  other  reci¬ 
procally,  under  the  fame  regula¬ 
tions,  and  at  the  lame  duties  (if 
lubjeCt  to  duties)  to  which  they 
44  would  be”  liable  when  imported 
d  redly  from  the  44  country  or  place 
44  from  whence  the  lame  may  have 
*4  been  imported  into  Great  Brhain 
*4  or  Ireland  respectively,  as  the 
44  cafe  may  be  and  that  all  du¬ 
ties  originally  paid  on  importation 
into  either  country  reipeCtively,  ex¬ 
cept  on  arrack  and  foreign  brandy, 
and  on  rum,  and  all  lbrts  of  ftrong 
waters  not  imported  from  the  Bri- 
tifh  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
fhall  be  fully  drawn  back  on  ex¬ 
portation  to  the  other.  4*  But,  ne- 
*«  vertbelefs,  that  the  duties  fhall 
*4  continue  to  be  protected  and 
44  guarded,  as  at  preftnt,  by  with- 
14  holding  the  drawback,  until  a 
44  certificate  from  the  proper  officers 
n  of  the  revenue,  in  the  kingdom, 


to  which  the  export  may  be  made, 
44  {hall  be  returned  and  compared 
44  with  the  entry  outwards.” 

IV.  That  it  is  highly  important 
to  the  general  interefts  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire,  that  the  laws  for  regu¬ 
lating  trade  and  navigation  fiiould 
be  the  fame  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  is 
effential,  towards  carrying  into  ef- 
feCt  the  prefent  fettlement,  that  all 
laws  which  have  been  made,  or 
fhall  be  made  in  Great  Britain,  for 
fecuring  excluhve  privileges  to  the 
fliips  and  mariners  of  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Britifli  colonies 
and  plantations,  and  for  regulating 
and  reftraining  the  trade  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  colonies  and  plantations,  “i'uch 
44  laws  impoiing  the  fame  reft  faints-, 
44  and  conferring  the  fame  benefits 
44  on  the  fubjeCts  of  both  kingdoms, 
44  fiiould”  be  in  force  in  Ireland, 
44  by  laws  to  be  palled  by  the  par- 
44  liament  of  that  kingdom  for  the 
44  fame  time,  and”  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  Great  Britain. 

V.  Th  at  it  is  farther  eflential  to 
this  fettlement,  that  all,  goods  and 
commodities  of  the  growth, .  pro¬ 
duce,  or  manufacture  of  Britifli  or 
foreign  colonies  in  America,  or  the 
Weft  Indies ;  and  the  Britifli  or  fo¬ 
reign  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  imported  into  Ireland, 
fiiould,  on  importation,  be  fubjeCt 
fo  the  fame  duties  44  and  regula- 
44  tions”  as  the  like  goods  are,  or 
from  time  to  time  fhall  be  lubjeCt  to, 
upon  importation  ■  into  Great  Bn- 
tain  ;  44  or  if  prohibited  from  being 
44  imported  into  Great  Britain,  fhali 
44  in  like  manner  be  prohibited  from 
44  being  imported  into  Ireland. 

VI.  "That  in  order  to  prevent  il¬ 
licit  practices,  injurious  to  the  re¬ 
venue  and  commerce  of  both  king¬ 
doms,  it  is  expedient  that  all  goods, 
whether  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or 
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Ireland,  dr  of  arly  foreign  country, 
which  fhall  hereafter  be  imported 
into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland,  of 
into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain, 
fhould  be  put  by  laws  to  be  palled 
In  the  parliament  of  the  two 'kings- 
doms,  under  the  fame  regulations 
with  refpeft  to  bonds,  rockets,  and 
other  inflrument?,  to  which  the  like 
goods  are  now  lubjecl  in  palling 
from  one  port  of  Great  Britain  to 
another. 

VII.  That  for  the  like  purpofe. 
It  is  alio  expedient  that  when  any 
goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  the  Britifh  Well  India 
iflands,  44  or  any  other  of  the  Brb 
i6  tifh  colonies  or  plantations,”  fhall 
be  fhipped  from  Ireland  for  Great 
Britain,  they  fhould  be  accompa¬ 
nied  with  fuch  original  certificates 
of  the  revenue  officers  of  the  laid 
colonies  as  fhall  be  required  by  the 
law  on  importation  into  Great  Brir 
fain ;  and  that  when  the  whole  quan¬ 
tity  included  in  one  certificate  fhall 
not  be  fhipped  at  any  one  time,  the 
original  certificate,  properly  indorf- 
ed  as  to  quantity,  fhould  be  lent 
with  the  firll  parcel ;  and  to  iden¬ 
tify  the  remainder,  if  fhipped  at  any 
future  period,  new  certificates  fhould 
be  grafted  by  the  principal  officers 
pf  the  ports  in  Ireland,  extracted 
from  a  regifler  of  the  original  do¬ 
cuments,  fpecifying  the  quantities 
before  fhipped  from  thence,  by  what 
yefiels,  and  to  what  ports. 

VIII.  That  it  is  eilential  for  car¬ 
rying  into  efiedt  the  prelent  fettle- 
snent,  that  all  goods  exported  from 
Ireland  fo  the  Britifh  colonies  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  or  in  America, 
*<■  or  to  the  Britifh  fettlements  on 
$4  the  coafl  of  Africa, v  lhould  from 
time  to  time  be  made  liable  to  luch 
duties  and  drawbacks,  and  put  un¬ 
der  fuch  regulations  as  may  be  ne- 
pelfary,  in  order  that  the  fame  may 
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brancc  of  duties  or  impoiition  thsn 
the  like  goods  fhall  be  burdened 
with  when  exported  from  Great 
Britain. 

44  IX.  That  it  is  effential  to  the 
44  general  commercial  interefs  of 
44  the  empire,  that  fo  long  as  the 
44  parliament  of  this  kingdom  lira  11 
44  think  it  advifable  that  the  com* 
44  merce  to  the  countries  beyond 
44  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  fnail  be 
44  carried  on  lblely  by  an  exclusive 
44  company,  having  liberty  to  im* 
44  port  into  the  port  of  London 
44  only,  no  goods  of  the  growth, 
44  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any 
44  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of 
44  Good  Hope,  fhould  be  import? 
44  able  into  Ireland  from  any  lo- 
44  feign  country,  or  front  any  fet- 
4‘  tlement  in  the  Ea.fi  Indies  be- 
44  longing  to  any  fuch  foreign  coun- 
44  try  ;  and  that  no  goods  of  the 
44  growth,  produce,  or  taanufac? 
44  ture  of  the  faid  countries,  fhould 
44  be  allowed  to  be  imported  into 
44  Ireland  but  through  Great  Bri? 
44  tain  ;  and  it  fhall  be  lawful  to 
44  export  fuch  goods  of  the  growth, 
44  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any 
44  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape 
44  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights 
44  of  Magellan  from  Great  Britain 
44  to  Ireland  with  the  fame  duties 
44  retained  thereon  as  are  now  re? 
44  tained  on  their  being  exported  to 
44  that  kingdom;  but  that  an  ac- 
44  count  fhall  be  kept  of  the  duties 
44  retained,  and  the  net  drawback 
44  on  the  faid  goods  imported  tp 
44  Ireland ;  and  that  the  amount 
44  thereof  fhall  be  remitted  by  the 
44  receiver-general  of  his  majefiy’s 
44  cufloms  in  Great  Britain  lo  the 
44  proper  officer  pf  the  revenue  in 
44  Ireland,  to  he  placed  to  the  ac? 
44  count  pf  his  rr>ajel!y?s  revenue 
44  there,  fubject  to  the  difpofal  of 
44  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom  ; 
f 4  arid  that  whenever  the  commerce 
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u  to  the  faid  countries  fliall  ceafe  to 
44  be  carried  on  by  an  excluftve 
44  company  in  the  goods  of  the 
44  produce  of  countries  beyond  the 
44  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
•a  Streights  of  Magellan,  the  goods 
“  fhouid  be  importable  into  Ire- 
44  land  from  countries  from  which 
44  they  may  be  importable  to  Great 
44  Britain  and  no  other  ;  and  that 
14  no  vefiel  fhouid  be  cleared  out 
44  from  Ireland  for  any  part  of  the 
44  countries  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
44  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magel- 
44  lan,  but  fuch  as  fhall  be  freight- 
44  ed  in  Ireland  by  the  faid  exclu- 
44  five  company,  and  fhall  have 
44  failed  from  the  port  of  London  ; 
44  and  that  the  fhips  going  from 
44  Great  Britain  to  any  of  the  laid 
44  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of 
44  Good  Hope,  fhouid  not  be  re- 
44  ftrained  from  touching  at  any  of 
44  the  ports  in  Ireland,  and  taking 
44  on  board  there  any  of  the  goods 
44  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  ma- 
44  1111  fact ure  of  that  kingdom.” 

X.  That  no  prohibition  fhouid 
.ex  iff,  in  either  country,  againft  the 
importation,  ufe,  or  idle  of  any  ar¬ 
ticle,  the  growth,  produce,  or  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  the  other  ;  except  Inch 
as  either  kingdom  may  judge  expe¬ 
dient,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bif- 
cuits  ;  44  and  except  fuch  qualified 
44  prohibitions,  at  prefent  contain- 
44  ed  in  any  act  of  the  Britifh  or 
44  Irifli  parliament,  as  do  npt  abfo- 
44  lutely  prevent  the  importation  of 
44  goods  or  manufactures,  or  mate- 
44  rials  of  manufactures,  but  only 
44  regulate  the  weight,  thefize,  the 
44  packages,  or  other  particular  cir- 
44  cumftances,  or  prelcribe  the  built 
44  or  country,  and  dimenfions  of  the 
44  11-iips  importing  the  fame;  and 
44  alfo,  except  on  ammunition, 
44  arms,  gunpowder,  and  other  u- 
44  tepfils  of  war,  importable  only 
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44  by  virtue  of  his  majefty’s  li- 
44  cence;”  and  that  the  duty  on 
the  importation  of  every  fuch  arti¬ 
cle  (if  fubject  to  -duty  in  either 
country)  fhouid  be  precilely  the 
fame  in  the  one  country  as  in  the 
other,  except  where  an  addition  may 
be  net  e  Cary  in  either  country,  in 
confequence  ot  an  internal  duty  on 
any  fuch  article  of  its  own  con- 
fumption,  44  or  in  confequence  of 
44  internal  bounties  in  the  country 
44  where  fuch  article  is  grown,  pro- 
44  dueed,  or  manufactured,  and  ex- 
44  cept  fuch  duties  as  either  king- 
44  dom  may  judge  expedient,  from 
44  time  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal, 
44  malt,  flour,  and  bifeuits.” 

XI.  That  in  all  cafes  where  the 
duties  on  articles  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  either 
country,  are  different  on  the  impor¬ 
tation  into  the  other,  it  is  expedi¬ 
ent  that  they  fhouid  be  reduced,  in 
the  kingdom  where  they  are  the 
h Theft,  to  44  an  amount  not  ex- 
44  ceeding”  tire  amount  payable  in 
the  other  ;  44  i'o  that  the  fame  fliall 
44  not  be  lefs  than  ten  and  a  half 
“  per  cent,  where  any  article  was 
44  charged  with  a  duty,  on  impor- 
44  ration  into  Ireland,  of  ten  and  a 
44  half  per  cent,  or  upwards,  pre- 
‘4  vious  to  the  17th  day  of  May, 
44  1782  and  that  all  fuch  articles 
fhouid  be  exportable,  from  the 
kingdom  into  which  they  fliall  be 
imported,  as  free  from  duty  as  the 
fimilar  commodities  or  home  manu¬ 
factures  of  the  fame  kingdam. 

XII.  That  it  is  alfo  proper,  that 
in  all  cafes  where  the  articles  of  the 
confumption  of  either  kingdom  fliall 
be  charged  with  an  internal  duty 
on  the  manufacture,  the  faid  ma¬ 
nufacture,  when  imported  from  the 
other,  may  be  charged  with  a  far¬ 
ther  duty  on  importation,  adequate 
to  countervail  the  internal  duty  on 
the  manufacture  44  as  far  as  relates 
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4i  to  the  duties  now  charged  there- 
“  on  ;**  fueh  farther  duty  to  con¬ 
tinue  fo  long  only  as  the  internal 
confumptk  n  fhall  be  charged  with 
the  duty  or  duties  to  b.  lance  which 
it  fhall  be  i  rape  led  *  and  that  where 
there  is  a  duty  on  the  importation 
of  the  raw  material  of  any  manii- 
fa&ure  in  one  kingdom,  greater 
than  the  like  duty  on  raw  materials 
in  the  other,  fuch  manufacture 
.may*  on  its  importation,  44  into  the 

other  kingdom,”  be  charged  with 
fuch  a  countervailing  duty  as  may 
be  iufficient  to  fubjert  the  fame,  fo 
imported,  to  44  burdens  adequate  to 
44  thofe  which”  the  manufacture 
compofed  of  the  like  raw  material  is 
fubjeCt  to,  in  ooniequenee  of  duties 
on  the  importation  of  fuch  material 
in  the  kingdom  into  which  fuch  111a- 
nuiactuie  is  fo  imported  ;  and  the 
laid  manufacture,  fo  imported,  fhall 
be  entitled  to  fuch  drawbacks  or 
bounties  on  exportation,  as  may 
leave  the  fame  fubject  to  no  heavier 
burden  than  the  home-made  manu¬ 
facture. 

XIII.  That,  in  order  to  give 
permanency  to  the  fettlement  now 
intended  to  be  eftabliihed,  it  is  ne- 
c effary  that  no  new  or  additional 
duties  fhenrid  be  hereafter  impoled, 
in  either  kingdom,  on  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  any  article  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the 
other  ;  except  fuch  additional  du¬ 
ties  as  may  be  requifite  to  balance 
the  duties  on  internal  <  onfumption, 
purfuant  to  the  foregoing  refolu- 
tion,  44  or  in  conlequence  of  boun¬ 
ties  remaining  on  fuch  articles 
when  exported  from  the  other  king¬ 
dom.” 

XIV.  That  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  it  is  neceliary,  farther,  that 
no  prohibition,  or  new  or  addi¬ 
tional  duties,  fhall  be  hereafter  im¬ 
paled  in  either  kingdom,  on  the 


exportation  of  any  article  of  na¬ 
tive  growth,-  produce,  or  manu¬ 
facture,  from  44  the  one  kingdom"* 
to  the  other,  except  fuch  as  either 
kingdom  may  deem  expedient, 
from  rime  to  time,  upon  corn,  meal, 
malt,  fiour,  and  bifeuits. 

XV.  1  hat  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
it  is  neceliary,  that  no  bounties 
whatfoeverfhould.be  paid  or  pay¬ 
able  in  either  kingdom,  on  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  any  article  to  the 
other,  except  fuch  as  relate  to 
corn,  meal,  malt,  flour,  and  bif¬ 
euits,  44  and  except  alfo  the  boun- 
44  ties  at  prefent  given  by  Great 
44  Britain  011”  beer,  and  fpirits  di- 
flilled  from  corn  ;  and  fuch  as  are 
in  the  nature  of  drawbacks  pr  com- 
penfations  for  duties  paid  ;  and  that 
no  bounty  fhould  be  44  payable*' 
on  the  exportation  of  any  article 
to  any  Britifh  colonies  or  planta¬ 
tions,  44  or  to  the  Britifh  fettlc- 
44  merits  on  the  coafi  of  Africa,”  or 
on  the  exportation  of  any  article, 
imported  from  the  Britifh  planta 
tions,  44  or  from  the  Britifh  fettle- 
44  ments  on  the  coail  of  Africa,  or 
44  Britifh  lettlements  in  the  Eall  In¬ 
dies  or  anv  manufacture  made 
of  fuch  article,  unlefs  in  eales  where 
a  fimilar  bounty  is  payable  in  Great 
Britain,  on  exportation  from  thence, 
or  where  fuch  bounty  is  merely  m 
the  nature  of  a  drawback  or  com- 
penlation  of  or  for  duties  paid, 
over  and  above  any  duties  paid 
thereon  in  Britain  ;  and  where 
44  any  internal  bourn  y  fhall  be 
44  given  in  either  kingdom,  on  any 
44  goods  manufactured  therein,  and 
44  ll. aid  remain  on  fuch  goods  when 
44  exported,  a  countervailing  duty 
44  adequate  thereto  may  be  laid 
44  upon  the  importation  of  the  laid 
44  goods  into  the  other  kingdom. n 

XVI.  That  it  is  expedient  for 
the  general  benefit  of  the  Britifh 
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empire,  that  the  importation  of  ar¬ 
ticles  from  foreign  44  countries’5 
ihould  be  regulated  from  time  to 
time  in  each  kingdom  on  fuch  terms 
as  may  44  effectually  favour55  the 
importation  of  fimihir  articles  of 
the  growth,  product,  or  manufac¬ 
ture  of  the  other  ;  44  except  in  the 
cafe  of  materials  of  manufactures, 
which  are,  or  hereafter  may  be 
44  allowed  to  be  imported  from  fo- 
344  reign  countries  duty  free;  and 
that  in  all  cafes  where  any  ar- 
61  tides  are  or  may  be  fubject  to 
44  highei  duties  on  importation  into 
44  this  kingdom,  from  the  countries 
44  belonging  to  any  of  the  hates  of 
66  North  America,  than  the  like 
44  goods  are  or  may  be  1'ubjeCt  to 
44  when  imported,  as  the  growth, 
64  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the 
44  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations, 
44  or  as  the  produce  of  the  fifheries 
44  carried  on  by  Britifh  fubjeCts, 
44  fuch  articles  fhall  be  fubject  to 
44  the  fame  duties  on  importation 
64  into  Ireland,  from  the  countries 
64  belonging  to  any  of  the  hates  of 
44  North  America,  as  the  fame  are 
44  or  may  be  fubject  to  on  impor- 
44  tation  from  the  laid  countries 
^  into  this  kingdom.55 

44  XVII.  That  it  is  expedient 
&l  that  meafures  hiould  be  taken  to 
44  prevent  difputes  touching  the  ex- 
44  ercile  of  the  right  of  the  inhabi- 
44  tants  of  each  kingdom  to  fifh  on 
44  the  coah  of  any  part  of  the  Bri- 
44  tifh  dominions.55 

XVIII.  That  it  is  expedient 
that  44  fuch  privileges  of  printing 
44  and  vending  books  as  are  or  may 
44  be  legally  pofieffed  within  Great 
44  Britain,  under  the  grant  of  the 
44  crown  or  otherwife,  and55  the 
copy  rights  of  the  authors  and 
bookfellers  of  Great  Britain,  ihould 
continue  to  be  protected  in  the 
manner  they  are  at  prefent,  by  the 
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laws  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  it 
is  juft  that  meafures  fhould  be  taken 
by  the  parliament  of  Ireland  for 
giving  the  like  protection  to  the 
copy  rights  of  the  authors  and 
bookfellers  of  that  kingdom. 

XIX.  44  That  it  is  expedient 
44  that  regulations  ffiould  be  adopt- 
44  ed  with  refpeCt  to  patents  to  be 
44  hereafter  granted  for  the  encou- 
44  ragement  of  new  ..inventions,  f® 
44  that  ,  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
44  reftri&ions  thereon  granted  and 
44  contained,  fhall  be  of  equal  du- 
u  ration  and  force  throughout 
44  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.5"5 

XX.  That  the  appropriation  of 
whatever  fum  the  grofs  hereditary 
revenue  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
(the  due  collection  thereof  bein^ 
fecured  by  permanent  provifions) 
fhall  pioduce,  after  deducting  all 
drawbacks,  re-payments,  or  boun- 
ties  gi anted  m  the  nature  of  draw¬ 
backs,  ovei  and  above  the  fum  of 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  .fix  thoufand 
pounds  in  each  year,  towards  the 
lupport  of  the  naval  force  of  the 
empire,  to  be  applied  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
fhall  direCt,  by  an  aCt  to  be  paffed 
foi  that  purpofe,  will  be  a  latisfac- 
tory  provifion,  proportioned  to  the 
growing  profperity  of  that  kin<r- 
dom,  towards  defraying,  in  time  of 
peace,  the  neceffary  expences  of 
protecting  the  trade  and  general  in- 
terefts  of  the  empire. 


P etition  to  Congrefs  on  the  State  of 
Trade  in  New  England, 

In  confluence  of  fome  Notes  and  Re - 
joluf  on  s  of  the  Merchants ,  hr  a- 
ders,  atid  others ,  of  the  Town  of 
B  oft  on ,  on  the  alarming  State  of 
their  Commerce  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  the  following  Petition  to  Con - 
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grefs  was  forwarded  by  the  Com* 

mittee  appointed  for  tha '  Pur p  of. 

B  of  on,  2  2d  April ,  1785* 
To  the  United  States,  in  Cong  refs 
afiembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency 
and  Honours, 

Your  petitioners,  the  merchants, 
traders,  and  others  of  the  town  of 
Bofton,  at  a  large  and  refpe&able 
meeting,  beg  leave  unanimoufly  to 
exp  refs  their  fentiments.  on  ^  the 
prefent  critical  and  alarming  fitua- 
tion  of  the  commerce  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  lequeftth-e  immediate  in¬ 
terposition  of  thofe  powers  for  its  re¬ 
lief  with  which  congrefs  may  be  now 
invefted.  If  your  authority  had  been 
equal  to  the  object  of  their  prefent 
application,  your  petitioners  are 
fully  convinced  that  their  griev¬ 
ances  would  not  at  this  time  have 
been  the  fubject  of  your  delibera¬ 
tion  ;  nor  would  it  have  been  mat- 
zter  of  regret  that  the  unfortunate 
delinquency  of  fome  of  the  hates 
in  the  union,  in  with -holding  the 
necefiary  power  from  congrefs,  had 
hitherto"  precluded  the  enjoyment 
of  thofe  commercial  benefits,  which 
the  happy  eflablifhment  of  our  na¬ 
tional  independency  had  given  us 
fo  much  reafon  to  expeeft. 

In  full  confidence,  however,  that 
fuch  power  will  be  foon,  if  it  is 
pot  already  delegated,  as  alone  can 
redrefs  the  prefent,  and  prevent  the 
'Impending  evil,  your  petitioners 
pbferve,  that  the  Blips  and  com¬ 
modities  of  that  nation,  whofe  in- 
fidious  conduct  has  long  been  the 
objeht  of  our  peculiar  jealoufy,  are 
received  in  our  ports  under  the 
fame  advantages  with  our  own, 
while  our  navigation,  in  return,  is 
dife 011  raged  by  every  poifible  em- 
^aralfment,  and  our  exports,  on 


their  part,  are  either  prohibited, 
or,  if  admitted  to  their  ports,  are 
loaded  with  the  moil  rigorous  ex¬ 
actions.  In  proof  of  our  alfertions, 
we  need  but  point  the  attention  of 
congrefs  to  the  Enormous  duties  on 
our  rice,  oil,  and  tobacco  ;  to  the 
principle  and  fpirit  of  their  naviga¬ 
tion  aft ;  or  to  a  bill  lately  agitated 
in  the  Britifh  parliament,  which 
now  moil  probably  has  the  function 
of  a  law,  for  the  lupport  and  en¬ 
couragement  of  their  American 
fifbery,  to  the  direct  prejudice  of 
our  own,  and  is  intended  to  derive 
that  benefit  from  thefe  Hates  as,  in 
our  •  apprehenfion,  and  on  their 
principles,  ought  only  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  in  our  own  bottoms.  It  is 
•indeed  unneceflary  to  multiply  ex¬ 
amples  when  the  ftaple  productions 
of  every  Hate  feel  alike  the  baneful 
influence  of  fuch  regulations. 

To  add  to  thefe  evils,  already 
fufficient  to  excite  our  11 1  mo  ft  dif- 
quiet,  the  late  intervention  of  Bri¬ 
tifh  factors  in  this  ftate  threatens  a 
monopoly  of  our  trade,  and  haftens 
the  rapid  decreafe  of  our  circulat¬ 
ing  medium — an  event  pregnant 
with  the  utmoft  mifehief,  not  only 
to  the  mercantile  intereft  in  parti-* 
cular,  but  to  the  community  at 
large. 

Imprefied  with  thefe  ideas,  your 
petitioners  beg  leave  to  requeft  of 
the  very  auguft  body  which  they 
now  have  the  honour  to  addrels, 
that  the  numerous  impofitions  of 
the  Britifh  on  the  trade  and  exports 
of  thefe  ftates  may  be  forthwith 
contravened  by  fimilar  expedients 
on  our  part,  elfe,  may  it  pleafe 
your  excellency  and  honours,  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  and  of 
confequence  its  wealth,  power,  and 
perhaps  the  union  itfelfi,  may  be¬ 
come  victims  to  the  artifice  of  a 
nation,  whole  arms  have  been  in 

vain 


P  U  B  L  I  G 

vain  exerted  to  accompllfh  the  ruin 
of  America. 

[ohn  Hancock-, 

Samuel  A.  Otis, 

Samuel  Breck, 

John  C.  (ones, 

Samuel  Barnett, 

R D  W A  RD  Pa  y n  e  , 

Caleb  Davis, 

Thomas  Russell, 

Jonathan  L,  Austin. 
Charles  Jarvis, 

Wt  l  l  i  am  Tudor, 

Stephen  Higgenson, 

(OSEP  H  B  All  R  ELI., 

Perez  Morton, 

Joseph  Russell,  ] an. 

Prohibitory  AH  pafjecl  by  the  l-cgi 
Jlature  of  JAajj'acbu fits  in  Nort> 
America. 

Commonwealth  of  Maffachuffets 

In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1785. 

An  A6t  for  the  Regulation  of  Ma 
vio-ation  and  Commerce. 

O 

Whereas  it  is  become  expedient 
and  neceffary  for  this  common¬ 
wealth  to  make  fome  commercial 
regulations  for  the  encouragement 
of  their  own  trade  : 

Therefore  be  it  e-nadfed,  by  the 
fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
in  general  court  affembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from 
and  after  the  firft  day  of  Auguff 
next,  and  during  the  continuance 
of  this  act,  there  fhall  not  be  ex¬ 
ported  from  any  port,  harbour, 
creek,  bay,  or  i^ilet,  river,  or  fhore, 
or  any  other  place  within  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandize,  the  growth,  manu¬ 
facture,  or  produce  of  this  or  any 
of  the  united  hates,  in  any  (liip, 
veffel,  or  craft  of  any  kind,  be*, 
longing  (either  in  whole  or  in  part) 
to,  or  being  the  property  of,  any 
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of  the  fubjePfs  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  and  where¬ 
as  proclamations  and  orders  have 
been  iffued  by  the  governors  of  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  Britifh  dominions, 
for  prohibiting  veffels  belonging  to 
any  of  the  united  hates  from  en¬ 
tering  their  ports  or  trafficking 
there: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  . cafe 
the  laid  proclamations  and  orders 
(hall  be  reverted,  and  open  trade 
allowed  to  fuch  veffels,  and  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  this  commonwealth  beimr 

o> 

certified  thereof,  (hall  by  advice  of 
council  publicly  iignify  the  fame 
by  his  proclamation,  then  (hall  the 
foregoing  claufe  of  this  act  be  dif- 
continued,  and  lhall  ceafe  to  ope¬ 
rate  during  the  time  fuch  open  trade 
lhall  be  allowed. 

And  be  it  further  enaeffed  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  from  and 
alter  the  faid  fir  ft  day  of  All  guff 
next,  if  any  fliip,  veffel,  or  craft.  , 
of  any  kind,  as  aforefaid,  be  found 
in  any  port,  harbour,  or  creek,  or 
any  other  place  within  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  taking  on  board,  or 
having  taken  on  board  while  in  this 
commonwealth,  any  of  the  articles 
aforefaid,  contrary  to  the  true  in¬ 
tent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  every 
fuch  fhip,  veffel,  or  craft,  together 
with  their  lading,  lhall  be  forfeit¬ 
ed,  and  lhall  and  may  be  feized  by 
any  naval  officer,  collector  of7  ex- 
cile,  or  his  deputy,  or  by  any  other 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  united 
Rates,  and  the  fame  may  be  iffued 
for,  profecuted,  and  recovered  ip 
any  court  of  record  within  this 
commonwealth,  proper  to  try  the 
fame  ;  and  after  deducting  the 
charges  of  prolecuting  the  fame 
from  the  grofs  produce  thereof, , 
the  remainder  lhall  be  given,  one 
moiety  to  the  p.erfon  of  perform 
who  Stall  have  made  the  leizure 

and 
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and  profecuted  the  fame,  and  the 
other  moiety  fliall  be  paid  into  the 
treafury  of  the  commonwealth,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fame. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  that 
from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  Au- 
guff  next,  there  {hall  not  be  taken 
out  or  landed  from  on  board  any 
fhip,  veffel,  or  craft,  not  wholly 
belonging  to,  or  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  {fates, 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize 
in  any  port,  harbour,  or  creek,  or 
any  other  place  within  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  except  the  ports  of 
Bofton,  Falmouth  (in  CafcoBay), 
and  Dartmouth  ;  and  if  any  flrip, 
veffel,  or  craft,  not  wholly  owned 
as  aforefaid,  {hall  be  found  in  any 
pert,  harbour,  or  creek,  or  any 
other  place  within  this  common¬ 
wealth,  except  the  ports  of  Bofton, 
Falmouth  (in  Calco  Bay),  and 
Dartmouth,  aforefaid,  dilcharging 
her  loading,  or  any  part  thereof, 
or  having  difeharged  her  loading, 
or  any  part  thereof,  othenvife  than 
above  mentioned,  the  faid  fliip,  vef- 
fel,  or  craft,  together  with  her 
loading,  fliall  be  feized  and  for¬ 
feited,  to  be  recovered  and  appro¬ 
priated  as  aforefaid. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  that 
from  and  after  the  firlt  day  of  Au~ 
gull  next,  there  fliall  be  paid  by 
the  mailer,  owner,  or  conlignee  of 
every  fhip,  veffel,  or  craft,  owned 
either  in  part  or  in  whole  by  any 
foreigner,  at  the  time  of  entering 
the  laid  fhip,  veffel,  or  craft,  into 
the  hands  of  the  naval  officer  of 
the  ports  of  Bofton,  Falmouth,  and 
Dartmouth  aforefaid,  for  the  ule 
and  benefit  of  this  commonwealth, 
a  duty  of  five  {hillings  per  ron,  for 
each  and  every  ton  the  laid  veflel 
may  meafurc  by  carpenters  mea- 
furement,  and’  a  farther  duty  of  two 
{hillings-  and  eight  pence  per  ton, 
as  light  money,  in  addition  to  what 


by  law  they  are  now  fubjedl  to  pay, 
for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the  light- 
houfes  ;  and  likewife  pay  unto  the 
collector  of  impoft  or  excife,  for 
the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Cumber¬ 
land,  and  Briftol,  double  the  duty 
on  the  goods  imported  in  the  faid 
veffel,  as  is  or  may  be  paid  at  that 
time  upon  the  like  goods  imported 
in  a  veffel  belonging  wholly  to  the 
citizens  of  the  united  {fates  ;  and  a 
farther  duty  of  fix  pence  fhail  be 
paid  upon  every  bufhel  of  fait  im¬ 
ported  in  any  fhip,  veffel,  or  craft, 
owned  either  in  whole  or  part,  by 
any  of  the  fubjedts  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  previous  to  their 
breaking  bulk,  they  {hall  give  bond 
to  the  laid  colledtor  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  fame. 

Provided  neveathelefs,  that  the 
faid  duty  of  fix  pence  per  bufliel 
on  fait  fliall  not  be  paid  in  cafe  "an 
open  trade  fhail  be  permitted  in  the 
Britifli  dominions,  and  during  the 
continuance  of  fuch  open  trade  ; 
fuch  permiffion  to  be  lignified  by 
the  governor’s  proclamation,  as 
aforefaid. 

And  whereas  fome  perfons,  for 
the  fake  of  enjoying  more  exten- 
five  privileges  in  commerce,  have 
had  double  lets  of  papers  for  their 
veffels,  in  order  that  they  might 
appear  the  property  of  one  nation 
or  another,  as  might  bell  anfwer 
their  purpofes  :  for  the  prevention 
of  which  impofitions, 

Be  it  enadled,  that  from  and  after 
the  firft  day  of  Auguft  next,  any 
veflel  which  may  appear  to  have 
two  fets  of  papers,  by  the  one  of 
which  fhe  may  appear  to  be  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  unit¬ 
ed  ftates,  and  by  the  other  the  pro* 
perty  of  foreigners ;  or  if  it  fliall 
be  made  to  appear,  that  any  veffel, 
that  has  cleared  at  any  naval-office 
in  this  commonwealth,  as  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  citizens  of  tbefe  flates, 

fhail 
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II i all  afterwards  enter  and  difcharge 
her  cargo  taken  in  and  cleared  as 
aforefaid,  in  any  foreign  port,  as 
the  property  of  a  foreigner ;  the 
faid  veffiel,  upon  her  return  into 
this  commonwealth,  fliall  be  for¬ 
feited,  and  may  be  feized  by  the 
naval-officer  of  the  port  where  fhe 
may  be  found,  or  by  any  other 
perfon  or  perfons,  who  may  pro- 
lecute  for  the  fame,  to  be  recovered  ; 
and  the  money  ariling  from  fuch 
forfeiture  to  be  applied  as  afore- 
laid,  and  the  mailer  of  fuch  veffel 
fo  offending  fliall  forfeit  and  pay, 
for  the  life  of  this  commonwealth, 
a  fum  of  iocL  to  be  recovered  as 
aforefaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
each  naval-officer  in  this  common¬ 
wealth,  previous  to  his  admitting 
any  veffiel  to  an  entry,  lliall  admi- 
niitcr  the  following  oath  or  affirma¬ 
tion  to  the  matter,  or  one  of  the 
principal  owners  thereof  (provid¬ 
ed  the  faid  veffiel  fliall  appear  to  be 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  thefe 
Rates),  and  certify  it  on  the  back  of 
the  regifer  (if  not  done  before)  in 
the  following  words  ; 

Port  of  1 78 

Then  perfcnally  appeared  before 
me  one  of  the  principal 

owners  (or  the  commander,  as  the 
cafe  may  be)  of  the  and 

made  folemn  oath  (or  affirmation) 
that  the  faid  is  the 

folc  property  of  the  citizens  of  the 
united  Hates ;  and  that  no  foreigner, 
•direffly  or  indirectly,  hath  any  part 
or  fliare  therein. 

Naval-officer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that 'if  any  na¬ 
val-officer,  or  his  deputy,  lliall  pre¬ 
fume  to  enter  or  clear  any  veffiel 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  alt,  or  if  any  na¬ 
val-officer,  collector  of  import  and 
excife,  or  their  deputies,  lliall  neg- 
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•  le£t  any  of  the  duties  required  of 
them  by  this  aff,  he  or  they,  Co 
offending  or  neglecting  their  re¬ 
flective  duties,  lliall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  ium  of  300I  one  moiety 
thereof  for  the  ufe  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  the  other  moiety 
thereof  for  the  ufe  of  the  perfon  or 
perfons  who  may  profecute  for  the 
fame  ;  to  be  lued  for  and  recover¬ 
ed  in  any  court  of  record  in  this 
commonwealth  proper  to  try  the 
fame ;  and,  in  addition  thereto, 
lliall  be  rendered  incapable  of  any 
farther  exercile  of  his  or  their  re- 
fpedtive  offices.. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  that  no¬ 
thing  in  this  a  cl  fliall  be  conllrued 
to  prevent  any  flip  or  veffiel  built 
in  tnis  commonwealth,  and  owned 
either  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  of 
the  lubjeffs  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  from  taking  a  cargo  upon 
her  frit  departure  from  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  upon  the  fame  terms 
and  no  further  refridtions  than  if 
the  faid  veffiel  was  owned  by  the 
citizens  of  thefe  fates. 

And  be  it  further  e  miffed,  that 
this  act  fliall  continue  in  full  force 
until  the  united  fates,  in  congrefs 
affiembled,  lliall  be  veff ed  with  com¬ 
petent  power  for  the  purpofe,  and 
fiall  have  parted  an  ordinance  for 
the  regulation  of  the  commerce  of 
thefe  fates ;  and  the  period  may 
arrive  when  the  faid  ordinance  is  to 
take  effedt,  and.no  longer. 

In  the  houfe  of  reprefen tatives, 
June  23,  1785. —  Phis  bill  having 
had  three  feveral  readings,  parted 
to  be  enaRed. 

Nathaniel  Gorham,, 
Speaker. 

.  In  fen  ate,  June  23,  1785 _ This 

bill  having  had  two  feveral  read¬ 
ings,  parted  to  be  enaffed. 

Samuel  Philips,  jun. 
Prelident. 

By  the  governor.  Approved, 

James  Bowdoim. 

Joint 
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Joint  Addrcfs  of  both  Houfcs  of 
Parliament  to  his  MajcJly,  relative 
to  the  Proceedings  on  the  Irijh  com¬ 
mercial  Bujincf,  July  28,  1785  ; 
•with  his  MajeJly’s  Anyvcer. 

We,  your  majelly’s  moll  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  lords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  temporal,  and  commons, 
in  parliament  alTembied,  have  taken 
into  our  molt  ferious  consideration 
the  important  fubjed  of  tive  com¬ 
mercial  intercourle  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  recommended 
in  your  majelly’s  fpeech  at  the 
opening-  of  the  prefent  fetfion  ;  and 
the  refolutions  of  the  two  houfcs  of 
parliament  in  Ireland,  which  were 
laid  before  us  by  your  maj city’s 
command  on  the  2:d  of  February 
lad: ;  and  after  a  long-  and  careful 
investigation  of  the  various  ques¬ 
tions  neceflarily  arifen  out  of  this 
comprehensive  lubjed,  we  have 
come  to  the  feveral  refolutions 
which  we  now  humbly  prefent  to 
your  ma'iefty,  and  which,  we  trull, 
will  form  the  batis  of  an  advanta¬ 
geous  and  permanent  commercial 
Settlement  between  your  majelly’s 
kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land' 

We  have  proceeded  on  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  rights  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland;  but,  in  conlide  r- 
ing-  fo  extenifve  an  arrangement, 

we  have  found  it  neceflarv  to  intro- 

* 

duce  fome  modifications  and  ex¬ 
ceptions,  and  we  have  added  inch 
regulations  and  conditions  as  ap¬ 
peared  to  us  indifpcnfably  needfary 
in  eifablifhing  the  propofed  agree¬ 
ment  as  jufi  and  equitable,  and  for 
fecuring  to  both  countries  thofe  ad¬ 
vantages,  to  an  equal  enjoyment  of 
of  which  they  are  in  future  to  be 
entitled.  Your  majelly’s  fubjeds 
in  Ireland  being  fee u red  in  a  full 
and  lading  participation  of  the  trade 
with  the  Britilh  colonies,  mull,  we 
are  perfuucied,  acknowledge  the  juf- 


tice  of  their  continuing  to  enjoy  it 
on  the  fame  terms  with  your  raa- 
jelly’s  fubjeds  in  Great  Britain  ; 
and  it  is,  we  conceive,  equally  ma- 
nifell,  that  as  the  Ihips  an*!  mari¬ 
ners  of  Ireland  arc  to  continue  and 
enjoy  the  fame  privileges  with  thofe 
of  Great  Britain,  the  fame  provi- 
fions  fhould  be  adopted  in  Ireland 
as  may  be  found  neceffary  in  this 
country  for  fecuring  thofe  advan¬ 
tages  exclusively  to  the  fubjeds  of 
the  empire. 

This  objedis  effentially  conned- 
ed  with  the  maritime  Strength  of 
your  majefly’s  dominions,  and  con¬ 
sequently  with  the  liifety  and  pro- 
fperity  of  both  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  We  therefore  deem  it  in- 
difpenfable,  that  thofe  points  fhould 
be  fecured  as  may  be  considered 
neceffary  to  the  exillence  and  du¬ 
ration  of  the  agreements  between 
the  two  countries,  and  they  can 
only  be  carried  into  effed  by  laws 
to  be  palled  in  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  which  is  alone  competent 
to  bind  your  majelly’s  fubjeds  in 
that  kingdom,  and  whofe  legisla¬ 
tive  rights  we  Shall  ever  hold  as  fa- 
cred  as  our  own. 

It  remains  for  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  to' judge,  according  to  their 
wifdom  ar.d  diferetion,  of  thefe 
conditions,  as  well  as  of  every 
other  part  of  the  fettlement  pro¬ 
pofed  to  be  eltabiihed,  by  mutual 
confent ;  as  the  purpofe  of  thefe 
refolutions  is  to  promote  alike  the 
commercial  intercourle  of  your  ma¬ 
jelly’s  fubjeds  in  both  countries  ; 
and  we  are  perfuaded  that  the  com¬ 
mon  profperity  of  the  two  king¬ 
doms  will  be  thereby  greatly  ad¬ 
vanced  ;  the  fubjeds  of  each  will, 
in  future,  apply  themfelves  to  thofe 
branches  of  commerce  which  they 
can  exercife  with  mod  advantage 
and  wealth  as  will  operate  as  a  ge¬ 
neral  benefit  to  the  whole. 

We 
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We  have  fo  far  performed  our 
part  in  this  important  bufinefs,  and 
wc  trud,  that  in  the  whole  of  its 
progrefs,  reciprocal  intereds  and 
mutual  affection  will  infure  that 
fpirit  of  union  fo  efientially  necef- 
fary  to  the  great  end  which  the  two 
countries  have  equally  in  view.  In 
this  perfuafion  we  look  forward 
with  confidence  to  the  linal  com¬ 
pletion  of  a  meafure,  which,  while 
it  tends  to  perpetuate  harmony  and 
friendfhip  between  the  two  king¬ 
doms,  by  augmenting  their  re- 
fources,  uniting  their  efforts,  and 
eonfolidating  their  flrength,  will 
afford  your  majedy  the  lured  means 
of  ellablifhing  a  lading  foundation, 
in  the  fafety,  profperity,  and  glory 
of  the  empire. 

To  the  above  joint  addrefs  his 
majedy  was  mod  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  anfwer  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  receive  with  the  greated  fatis- 
fa&iort  thefe  refolutions,  which, 
after  fo  long  and  diligent  an  invef- 
tigation,  you  confider  as  affording 
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the  balls  of  all  advantageous  and 
permanent  commercial  fettlement 
between  my  kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Nothing  can 
more  clearly  manifed  your  regard 
for  the  in te reds  of  both  my  king-* 
doins,  and  your  zeal  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  profperity  of  my  dominions, 
than  the  attention  you  have  giver! 
to  this  important  obje£h  A  full 
and  equal  participation  of  commer¬ 
cial  advantages,  and  a  fimilarity  of 
laws,  in  thofe  points  which  are  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  prefervation  and 
fecurity,  mud  be  the  fured  bond  of 
union  between  the  two  kingdoms* 
and  the  fource  of  reciprocal  and 
increafing  benefits  to  both.  The 
fame  fpirit  in  which  this  great  work 
has  begun  and  proceeded,  will,  I 
doubt  not,  appear  throughout  the 
whole  of  its  progrefs ;  and  I  con¬ 
cur  with  thinking,  that  the  final 
completion  of  it  is  of  eflential  im¬ 
portance  to  the  future  happinefs  of 
both  countries,  and  to  the  fafety* 
glory,  and  profperity  of  the  em* 
pire.  i 
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T  otal  amount  of  the  taxes  annually  levied  on  the 
inhabitants  of  France  - 

Annual  expences  of  the  date,  including  the  civil 
and  military  edablilhments  °  „ 

Expences  of  colle&ing  the  taxes  - 
Annual  amount  of  the  importations 
Ditto  of  the  exportations 

Ditto  balance  of  commerce  -  - 

Annual  intered  of  the  national  debt  * 


French  livrds. 
585,000,000 

610,000,000 

58  ,000,000 
230,000,000 
300,000,000 
70,000,000 
'  207,000,000 


Englilh  fterling. 

£.  s.  I 

24>375>o0°  0 

i  5,4 1 6,66  6  13  4 

2.416.666  i  3  4 

9>5g3?333  6  s 

12,500,000  O  © 

2.916.666  6  8 

8,625,00©  ©  4 


*  The  amount  of  the  debt  itfelf  is  not  given. 
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Annual  charge  of  the  army*  «  * 

Annual  charge  of  the  navy  -  - 

Amount  of  gold  and  filvel*  coin,  fuppofed  to  be 
a&ually  exifting  in  the  kingdom 
Suppofed  annual  increafe  * 


French  livres. 
12,4,650,000 
45  ,200,000, 


Englifh  fterlingv 

£• 


5»I93>75°  o'  o 
M83, 333  6 


2,200,000,000 

40  ,000,000! 


91,666,666  TJ  , 
1,666,66  6  13 


4 
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The  French  government  takes 
upon  itfelf  the  care  of  lighting, 
watching,  and  cleanilng  the  ftreets  5 
as  alfo  keeping  the  roads  in  proper 
repair  ;  all  of  which  are  taken  into 
M.  Meeker’s  account.  In  France 
there  are  no  poor’s  rates, 

Th  e  various  branches  of  the  re¬ 
venue  of  France  are, 

Livres. 

1.  Two  twentieths 

а.  Third  twentieth 

3.  Land  tax 

4.  Poll  tax 

5.  Local  impofts  - 

б.  The  general  farms  ^  -  166,(600,000 

The  general  admini- 

firation  f6r  the  king  51,500,0001 

g.  The  adminiftration  of 

the  royal  demefne  -  41,000,000 

9.  The  1  cafes  of  Sceaux 

and  Polly  -  -  1,100,000 

16.  Adminiftration  of  the 


55,000,000 
2 1,500,000’ 
9 1 ,000,000 
41,500,000 
2,000,000 


poft  office 

ti.  Leafe  of  the  public 
ftages,  See. 

21.  The  mint 
S3.  Adminiftration  of  the 
powder  mills  for  the 
king  - 

34.  Royal  lottery  * 

35*  Caiual  revenue 
16.  I>uties  on  the  exchanges 
of  offices 

Duties  ccnlle6led  In  the 
provinces,  in  which 
there  is  a  yearly  af- 
■  fernbly  of  three  eftates 
38.  The  clergy  -  * 

7.9 .  The  grants  of  towns^ 
hofpita  is,  and  chambers 
of  commerce  -  ^  * 

•20.  Excife  duties  at  \  er- 
failles  *  "* 


10,300,000 

1,100,000 

560,000 


800,006 
i  1,500,000 
5,700,000 

T, 700,000 


10,500,000 
I  i  ,000,000 


27,000,000 


9,000,000 


Livres, 

6,000,000 


300,000 

2,500,000 


2,500,000 

2  0,000,00(5’ 
7,500,000 

27.  Militia  -  -  ad  referendum 

2g.  Quartering  of  foldiers  ditto 
29.  Indirect  tax  proceeding 

from  fmuggling  -  ditto 

Total  fum  58-5,000,000 

eu—  mi  .<■  —  ■■«  rmmri 

Sterling  -  24,375,000!. 


Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  to  both  Houjes  of  Par¬ 
liament,  Sept.  7,  1785. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen* 

Although  the  very  advanced  fea- 
fon  of  the  year  renders  it  expedient 
to  conclude  the  prefent  fellion  of 
parliament,  I  flatter  myfelf  that 
the  great  objebt  of  adj lifting  a  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  has  not  in  vain  engaged  your 
attention,  arid  protradled  your  de¬ 
liberations.  You  have  repeatedly 
exprefted  your  wifhes  for  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  an  equitable  fettlement, 


2  1. 

22. 


23- 

24, 


25 


Taxes  of  Corfica 
Taxes  collected  for  the 
benefit  of  the  regiments 
of  French  and  Swifs 
guards 

Sundry  fmall  objedts 
Duties  collected  by 
the  princes,  or  by  the 
mortgagees  of  the 
king’s  demesnes 


Servitudes  on  the  high¬ 
ways,  or  impofts  in  their 
ftead  - 
26.  Seizures,  attachments, 
&c.  -  - 


*  The  ordnance  expences  are  included  in  this  and  the  next  article. 

The  eftimate  in  Englifh  money  is  made  at  the  race  of  twenty -four  livres  to  th& 
pound  fterling,  and  a9  this  is  the  exiuft  par  of  exchange,  it  will  be  an  eafy  operation 
to  divide  any  of  the  inferior  luma  contained  in  she  details,  in  order  to  know  their 
amount  in  Englifh  money. 

ami 


PUBLIC 

3.nd  I  have  the  fatis faction  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  you  continue  to  be  iin- 
prefted  with  a  true  lenfe  of  its  ne- 
ceffity  and  importance.  You  will 
have  now  the  fuileif  led u re  to  pur* 
fue  your  conlideration  of  the  lub- 
jeeft:  in  private,  with  that  dilpal- 
donate  aifiduity  which  it  fo  emi¬ 
nently  deierves. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Koufe  of  Com--- 

rnons, 

I  am  to  thank  you,  in  his  ma- 
Jefty ?s  name,  for  the  liberal  provi- 
fion  you  have  made  lor  the  public 
fervice,  and  the  honourable  fup* 
port  of  his  majefty’s  government. 
In  your  generous  contribution  of 
fupplies  you  have  not  lcls  coni  lilted 
the  dignity  of  his  crown  than  the 
real  interei!  of  his  people.  The 
neceffity  of  preventing  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  debt  cannot  be  too 
ihrongly  inforced,  and  it  {hall  be 
my  earned  and  conftant  endeavour 
to  render  your  wife  exertions  for 
this  falutary  purpofe  effectual  and 
permanent. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  feel  the  trued  fatis faction  in  ob- 
ferving  the  various  beneficial  laws 
which  have  palled  during  this  fed 
lion,  and  the  whol.efome  efferis  of 
your  wifdoiii  in  the  returning  tran¬ 
quillity  and  indudry,  and  in  the 
riling  prolperity  of  the  kingdom. 
The  condudt  of  parliament  has  had 
its  jud  influence;  their  deliberate 
{pint  and  approved  attention  at  all 
times  to  the  public  welfare,  has  in¬ 
spired  the  people  with  full  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  legidature,  apd  will 
teach  them  to  confider  their  true 
intered  wfith  calmnefs  and  difere- 
tion. 

The  nobled  object  to  which  I 
pan  direed  my  attention,  and  which 
will  ever  conditute  the  happinefs 
and  pride  of  my  life,  is  the  efta- 
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blhhment  of  the  profperity  of  Ire¬ 
land,  by  extending  and  fecuring  her 
commerce,  and  by  cementing  and 
perpetuating  her  connection  with 
Great  Britain.  And  I  trud  you 
will  continually  cherifh  this  fenti- 
ment  in  the  national  mind,  that 
the  liability  and  drength  of  the  em¬ 
pire  can  alone  be  ultimately  infured 
by  uniting  the  intered  and  objects 
of  both  kingdoms  in  a  general  and 
equitable  fydem  of  reciprocal  and 
common  advantage. 


A  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
John  H  e  l  Y  H  U  t  c  h  I  n  s  o  n  ,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State ,  to  the  Mayor  of 
Cork,  on  the  Sub/efl  of  the  Bill, 
prefented  by  Mr*  Orde  on  the  1  ^th 
of  Augujl ,  1783,  for  cjf equating 
the  Commercial  Intercourfe  between 
Or  eat  Britain  and  Ireland ,  on  per - 
manent  and  equitable  Principles 9 
for  the  mutual  Benefit  of  bo  tip 
Kingdoms* 

Dear  Sir, 

I  mentioned  to  you,  during  your 
magidracy,  my  intention  to  addrefs 
you  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  commer¬ 
cial  bill.  My  letter,  of  the  fame 
date  and  tenor  with  that  which  you 
will  now  receive,  was  prepared, 
but  not  fent  to  you.  Reflecting 
that  I  had  declined  to  debate  the 
commercial  part  of  the  bill,  till  our 
merchants  and  manufacturers  fhould 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  laying 
their  evidence  and  oblervations  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  of  commons,  I  doubt-, 
ed  whether  the  fame  reafon  did  not 
then  conclude  againll  my  declar¬ 
ing  any  opinion  or  entering  into 
any  argument.  On  a  fubjett  of 
great  importance  and  complication 
I  wiflied  for  every  pofible  informa¬ 
tion.  The  addrefs  from  the  late 
fie  rifts  and  grand  jury  of  Cork  has 
iince  determined  me  to  deliver  m  y 
(L  2)  opinion  3 
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©pinion  ;  and  having  been  cenfured 
for  not  aligning  my  reafons,  I 
think  I  fhould  no  longer  withhold 
them  from  my  fellow-citizens,  and 
that  my  letter  as  originally  written, 
to  you  will  fully  explain  my  fenti- 
ments.  I  am  an  advocate  for  truth 
alone ;  and  fhall  be  as  readily  dif- 
pofed  to  acknowledge,  on  con  vie - 
ion,  any  error  in  my  fentiments,  as 
I  am  firmly  determined  not  to  fur- 
render  up  my  reafon  to  unmerited 
reproach. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  rooft  faithful  and 
<  Obedient  fervant, 

John  Hely  Hutchinson. 

Knocklofty , 

QM.  14,  178 

To  Janm  Mbrrifon ,  TJf« 


A  Letter, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  fent  you  printed  copies  of 
-v  the  bill  for  effectuating  the  inter- 
courfeand  commerce  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  my  conilituents  ;  and 
think  it  my  duty  to  addrefs  them, 
through  their  chief  magiftrate,  on 
•a  fubjeCt  of  fuch  general  impor¬ 
tance,  and  in  which  the  merchants 
and  tmders  of  the  city  of  Cork  are 
peculiarly  intereiled.  My,  objeCt 
in  this  letter  is  not  fo  much  to  in¬ 
fluence  their  opinions,  as  to  roufe 
their  attention  to  the  different  parts 
of  this  bill,  for  the  purpofe  of  in¬ 
forming  their  judgments  and  my 
own.  When  I  fee  in  fomeof  the 
public  prints  the  grolfeft  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  this  meafure,  and 
flatements  of  feveral  particulars  as 
contained  in  the  bill,  which  are 
not  to  be  found  There,  but  are  con- 
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trary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  it ;  I 
confider  thofe  attempts  as  tending 
directly  to  alienate  the  affections  of 
Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  and  to 
difturb  that  mutual  concord  To  ef- 
fential  to  the  happinefs,  ftrength, 
and  fccurity  of  thefe  two  After 
kingdoms.  If  thefe  execrable  at¬ 
tempts  to  promote  difeord  and  dif- 
union  tended  only  to  mifreprefent, 
and  calumniate  individuals,  I  fhould 
have  fuffered  them  to  pafs  with 
fllent  contempt ;  knowing  that  thefe 
fliafts  have  but  momentary  effects, 
and  that  every  man’s  character  will 
finally  find  its  own  level,  and  be 
appreciated  by  his  fellow-citizen* 
according  to  the  tenor  of  his  con¬ 
duct. 

Though  the  public  has  been  af- 
fured  by  authority,  that  the  bill, 
brought  in  this  fellion  for  a  com¬ 
mercial  arrangement  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  fhould  never  be  re-* 
vived  if  not  called  for  by  public 
voice,  yet  attempts  are  foil  making 
to  difturb  the  public  mind,  as  if 
this  meafure  was  to  be  carried 
through  againft  the  fenfe  of  the 
nation.  An  arrangement  of  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  is  generally  de- 
fired,  or  our  houfe  of  commons 
was  miftaken  in  its  unanimous  ad¬ 
drefs  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  fellion. 
The  interval  between  this  fellion 
and  the^iext  fhould  be  employed  in 
the  invefogation  of  this  fubjeCt:  ; 
the  bill  fhould  be  difpaflionately 
and  carefully  read ;  the  objections 
to  it  fairly  ftated,  and  the  advan¬ 
tages  likely  to  arife  from  it  can¬ 
didly  confidered.  I  prefume  it 
will  not  be  thought  inconfiftent 
with  the  character  6f  an  honelt 
man  for  any  of  you  to  do  this, 
■'though  this  is  the  crime  objected 
to  fuch  of  your  reprefentatives  as 
thought  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
fhould  have  taken  the  very  fame 
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eourfe.  For  the  man  who  afterts, 
that  thofe  who  voted  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  this  bill,  had  by  fuch 
conduct  declared  in  favour  of  any 
particular  claufes  in  it,  is  ignorant 
of  the  eourfe  of  pailiamentary  pro¬ 
ceedings,  or  wiflies  to  mifrepre- 
fent. 

The  objections  to  this  bill  were 
partly  of  a  conftitutional  and  partly 
of  a  commercial  nature.  On  the 
ilrff  the  introduction  was  princi¬ 
pally  oppofed ;  and  the  great 
ground  of  argument  for  eftabiifh- 
ing  the  objections  on  conftitutional 
principles  was  taken  from  thofe 
parts  of  the  bill  which  relate  to  the 
trade  with  the  Britifh  colonies  and 
fettlements  ;  to  the  four  enumerat¬ 
ed  articles  from  the  united  hates  of 
America;  the  grant  of  the  furplus 
of  the  hereditary  revenue ;  and 
the  trade  to  the  Eah  Indies. 

By  this  bill  we  fhould  have 
taken  the  Britifh  colony  trade  on 
the  fame  terms  with  Great  Britain 
herfelf,  rum  excepted,  which  we 
had  many  years  fince  obtained  li¬ 
berty  to  import  from  the  Britifh 
colonies,  and  had  imported,  on  low¬ 
er  duties  hill  to  be  continued.  She 
gives  her  colonial  produce  a  pre¬ 
ference  to  limilar  articles  from  other 
countries  ;  for,  having  the  mono¬ 
poly  of  that  produce,  hie  always 
thought  it  juft  to  encourage  it  by 
fuch  a  preference,  and  expects  that 
we,  as  equal  partners  in  that  mo¬ 
nopoly,  fliould  do  the  fame.  To 
this  principle  we  have  conformed 
fince  we  obtained  the  trade.  If 
we  fhould  at  any  time  diflike  any  of 
the  terms,  we  may  by  this  bill  re- 
tufe  to  abide  by  them,  and  deter^ 
mine  the  agreement.  Thofe  colo¬ 
nies  are  Britifh  propertyr ;  hie  has 
a  right  to  grant  them  on  what  con,-, 
ditions  fhe  pleafes ;  hie  now  grants 
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them  to  us  in  the  fame  manner  hie 
holds  them  herfelf,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  before  mentioned,  which  is 
in  our  favour. 

On  thefe  terms,  but  without  any 
exception,  our  houfe  of  commons, 
in  the  year  1779,  gratefully  ac¬ 
cepted  the  grant  of  this  trade  in  the 
following  refolution  of  the  20th  of 
December,  in  that  year  ;* — u  Re- 
folved,  nem.  con.  That  a  liberty 
for  this  kingdom  to  trade  with  the 
Britifh  colonies  in  America  and  the 
Weh  Indies,  and  the  Britifh  fettle¬ 
ments  on  the  coah  of  Africa,  in 
like  manner  as  trade  is  carried  on 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  laid 
colonies  and  fettlements,  will  be 
productive  of  very  great  commer¬ 
cial  benefits,  will  be  a  mold  affec¬ 
tionate  mark  of  the  regard  and  at** 
tention  of  Great  Britain  to  our  dif- 
treffes,  and  will  give  new  vigour 
to  the  zeal  of  his  majefty’s  brave 
and  loyal  people  of  Ireland,  to 
ftand  forward  in  fuppqrt  of  his  ma-* 
jelly’s  perfon  and1  government,  and 
the  intereif,  the  honour*  and  the 
dignity  of  the  Britifh  empire.** 
But  the  Britifh  act  of  that  feffion, 
palled  fubfequent  to  the  refolution. 
laft  mentioned,  having  required 
equal  duties  and  drawbacks,  and 
the  fame  duties,  regulations,  and 
reftrictions,  only  in  fuch  part  of 
the  trade  between  Ireland  and  the 
Britifh  colonies  in,  America,  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  Britifh  fettlements 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  as  was  not 
enjoyed  by  us  previous  to  that  fef- 
iion,  our  acts  of  parliament  fol¬ 
lowed  this  difti notion.  In  the  firffc 
of  thefe  *  there  is  the  following 
claufe ;(  Whereas  fuch  part  of 
the  trade  between  this  kingdom 
and  the  Britifh  colonies  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  Weft  Indies,  and  Britifh 
fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^ 
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as  was  not  enjoyed  by  this  king¬ 
dom  previous  to  the  prefen t  feffion, 
can  be  enjoyed  and  have  continu- 
ancp  fo  long,  and  in  fuch  cafe  only, 
as  the  goods  to  be  imported  from 
the  faid  colonies,  plantations,  or 
fettlements,  fliall  be  liable  to  equal 
duties  and  drawbacks,  and  be  fub- 
jefft  to  the  fame  fecurities,  regula¬ 
tions,  and  reilridtions,  as  the  like 
goods  are  liable  and  fubjebt  to  upon 
being  imported  from  the  laid  colo¬ 
nies,  plantations,  or  fettlements, 
into  Great  Britain,  or  exported  from 
thence  to  fuch  colonies,  plantations, 
or  fettlements  refpeiffively.” — And 
this  claufe,  copied  from  a  Britifh 
aCt  of  that  feffion,  is  to  be  found 
in  every  Irifh  adt  from  the  year  1780 
to  this  time,  including  the  preterit 
feffion  *. 

Thefe  terms  were  enjoined  by 
the  leeiflature  of  Great  Britain  as 

i  o  t,  *. 

the  condition  of  the  grant,  which 
the  leoillature  of  Ireland  has  uni- 
formly  recited  and  performed  111 
every  material  article.  The  en¬ 
joining  or  complying  with  this  con¬ 
dition  was  never  thought  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  our  confHtution  ;  it  was  a 
condition  annexed  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  and  continuance  of  the 
commercial  grant  of  the  colonies  ; 
it  is  a  condition,  which  this  bill 
pill  annexes  to  the  lame  grant,  and 
alfo  to  the  new  grant  of  the  Britifh. 
markets.  The  nature  of  the  new 
grant  has  made  it  heceffary  that  the 
condition  fhould  be  exp-re  fled  with 
more  clearnefs  and  precilion  ;  but 
its  principle  is  in  no  refpedt  varied. 
The  fame  liberty  of  performing  or 
not  performing  the  condition  would 
pill  remain  ;  becaufe  the  national 
faith  is  not  pledged  by  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  ,1779  or  the  bill  of  1785, 
to  adopt  any  Britifh  law.  The  con- 

*  See  21ft  and  2 2d  Geo.  III.  chap.  5. 
Geo.  111.  chap'.  4. 

*jr  aid  and  zzd  Geo.  IIL.  chap  40* 
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dition  was  not  obligatory  to  Ire¬ 
land  ;  it  is  not  now  propofed  to  be 
obligatory  ;  it  did  not  violate  the 
conftitution  from  177910  1785';  it 
does  not  violate  the  conPitution. 
now. 

On  one  of  the  laws  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  introduced  by  fome  of  the 
great  fupporters  of  our  kgiflative 
independency,  and  palled  in  the 
year  1782  f  after  the  rePitution  of 
our  conftitutional  rights,  the  pre- 
lent  bill,  in  the  parts  that  relate  to 
legiflation,  is  founded,  but  is  not 
carried  fo  far.  A  law,  formed  at 
fuch  an  important  sera  by  men  of 
fuch  high  characters,  well  deletes 
our  1110ft  lhrious  attention,  when 
we  are  conlidering  the  propriety  of 
uniformity  of  laws,  or  concurrence 
of  legiflation.  It  recites  as  a  fact, 
“  that  it  is  the  earned  and  affec¬ 
tionate  defire  of  his  maje fly’s  fuT 
jeCts  of  tills  kingdom,’’  and  lays  it 
down  as  a  principle,  “  that  it  is 
their  true  intereffs  that  a  iimilarity 
of  laws  lliould  at  all  times  lubfift 

$  -I  •  • 

between  the  people  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland;”  and  with  this 
-  view  it  enacts,  u  that  all  fuch 
claules  and  provifions,  contained 
in  any  ffatutes  heretofore  made  ill 
England  or  Great  Britain  concern 
mg  commerce,  as  import  to  1m- 
pofe  equal  reftraints  on  the  lubjects 
of  England  and  Ireland  and  to  enti¬ 
tle  them  to  equal  benefits,  fhould  be 
accepted,  riled,  and  executed  in  this 
kingdom;  provided.alwavs, that  all 
fuch  ffatutes,  fo  importing  as  afore- 
faid  concerning  commerce,  llrall 
bind  the  fubjehts  of  Ireland,  lo  long 
as  they  continue  to  bind  the  lub- 
jedis  of  Great  Britain.”  By  the 
latter  part  of  this  law  we  give  to 
the  Britifh  legiflature  the  power  of 
repealing  laws  of  Ireland,  the  du- 

23d  and  24th  Gyo.  Iff.  chap.  5 »  and  2,3th 
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ration  of  which  is  referred  to  that 
legiflature  ;  and  from  this  claufe  a 
probable  intention  may  be  inferred 
of  adopting-  fuch  laws  as  fliould  be 
made  in  Great  Britain  in  the  place 
of  the  laws  lb  repealed,  provided 
the  reftraints  and  .  benefits  were 
equal  in  refpedt  to  both  countries. 
The  opinion  of  the  legiflature  at 
that  time  is  exprefs,  that  uniformity 
of  commercial  laws  would  promote 
the  intereft  of  both  kingdoms ;  and 
if  that  advantage  could  not  have 
been  obtained  without  injuring  the 
independency  of  Ireland,  that  opi¬ 
nion  would  not  have  been  advanced 
at  the  moment  of  its  eftablifliment. 

Compare  that  aft  and  the  prefent 
bill.  The  aft  eftabliflies  the  Britifh 
commercial  laws,  which  contain  e- 
qual  benefits  and  reftraints,  as  laws 
in  Ireland,  with  a  retrolpedl  of  290 
y  ears  ;  and  extends  the  idea  of  fimi¬ 
larity  of  laws  between  the  two 
kingdoms  not  only  to  feamen,  but 
to  commerce  generally.  This  bill 
makes  it  a  fundamental  condition  of 
the  propofed  agreement,  that  the 
fliips  and  feamen  of  both  countries 
fliould,  by  the  laws  of  both,  be  fe- 
cured  in  the  dame  privileges,  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  immunities;  but  as 
to  commerce,  reftrains  the  fimilarity 
of  laws  to  that  commerce  only, 
which  confifts  of  Britifli  property, 
and  arifes  to  Ireland  from  Britifli 
conceffion,  or  is  immediately  and 
neceffarily  a  part  of  that  fyftem  ; 
and  even  there  binds  the  Britifli  le¬ 
giflature  to  the  rule  of  equal  re- 
ifraints,  and  equal  benefits,  of  which 
the  Irifh  legiflature  being  alfo  to 
judge,  a  concurrence  of  legiflation 
.would  have  grown  out -of  this  fy¬ 
ftem,  in' the  exercife  of  which  the 
ientiments  of  both  nations,  muff  have 
been  confulted,  and  the  confe- 
quence  would  have  been  an  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  objedds  and  power  of 
Irifh  legiflation,  ar\d  certainly  no 
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diminution  of  independency.  By  the 
Operation  of  this  bill,  the  fubjedf  of 
every  law  propofed  for  our  adop¬ 
tion,  would  be  diftindtly  confidered 
either  during  its  progrefs,  or  foon 
after  it  pafted  in  Great  Britain ; 
but  by  the  add  of  1782  the  adts  of 
near  three  centuries  were  adopted 
in  oi\e  heap.  It  the  bill  is  uncon- 
ftitutional,  the  add  is  infinitely  more 
fo.  But  neither  is  fubjedd  to  that 
imputation,  becaufe  fimilarity  of 
laws  is  a  juft  and  conftitutional 
principle,  it  neither  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  can  be  bound  without  the  aft 
fent  of  its  legiflature. 

The  juftice  of  the  rule,  that  Cu- 
jus  eji  dare  cjus  eji  difponere ,  was  ne¬ 
ver  queftioned  ;  but  Great  Britain 
offers  to  relax  this  rule  in  favour  of 
Ireland,  and  to  engage  to  give  her- 
felf  no  benefit  in  her  own  colonies; 
that  file  does  not  give  to  her  fifter 
kingdom  ;  to  irnpoie  on  her  no  re- 
ftraint  in  that  commerce  which  file 
gives,  that  flie  does  not  impofe  011 
herfelf;  and  to  make  Ireland  in 
fome  meafure  a  joint  legiflator  with 
herfelf  over  a  part  of  her  own  em¬ 
pire.  It  is  and  ever  has  been  a  part 
of  the  Britifli  colony  fyftem,  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  produce  and  manufadtures 
of  her  colonies  againft  the  interfe¬ 
rence  of  ijmilar  articles  from  fo¬ 
reign  colonies  and  ftates.  She  ex¬ 
pects,  that,  as  long  as  you  ehoofe 
to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  fyftem, 
you  fliould  do  the  fame,  and  that 
thefe  fimilar  articles  fhould  be  made 
fubjedd  to  the  fame  duties  on  im¬ 
portation  into  this  kingdom  as  in 
Great  Britain.  To  this  we  have 
hitherto  conformed  without  objec¬ 
tion  or  inconvenience.  The  fame 
principle  applies  equally  to  the  like 
articles  imported  from  the  united 
ftates  of  America  ;  and  therefore  to 
four,  of  thefe  articles,  namely,  rum, 
peltry,  whalebone-fins,  and  oil,  of 
which  the  Britifli  colonies  can  fur- 

(E  4)  nifli 


(i68)  PUBLIC 

nifli  a  complete  fupply,  the  fame 
condition  is  annexed.  That  this 
was  confidered  as  part  of  the  color 
nial  fyflem,  and  not  founded  on  any 
intention  to  regulate  the  trade  of 
Ireland  by  Britifh  law,  is  manifeft 
from  this-^-that  motions  made  on 
this  occalion  in  both  houfes  of  the 
Britifh  parliament,  to  regulate  our 
trade  with  the  ffates  of  America  in 
fome  articles  unconnected  with  the 
colony  fyftem,  were  rejected  on  this 
avowed  principle,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain  had  no  power  to  regulate  any 
art  of  out  foreign  commerce.  If 
y  this  agreement  Ireland  was  to  re¬ 
tain  the  liberty  of  importing  from 
other  countries  produce  or  manu¬ 
factures  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  colonies,  fhe  would  not  take  the 
colony  trade  on  the  fame  terms  with 
Great  Britain. 

It  is  true  the  Britifh  aft  of  17  Bo 
allows  Ireland  a  feleCtion  ;  but  we 
framed  our  import  duties  from  the 
year  1779  purfuant  to  the  refolu- 
tion  of  our  houfe  of  commons  in 
that  year,  and  followed  the  Britifh 
laws ;  and,  as  by  the  propofed  a- 
greement  we  were  to  have  the  li¬ 
berty  of  importing  Britifh  colonial 
produce  from  this  kingdom  into 
Great  Britain,  fhe  thought  it  ne-r 
ceffary  to  annex  it  as  a  condition  to 
this  agreement,  that  we  fhould  fub- 
jeCt  fimilar  articles  from  foreign 
countries  to  the  fame  duties,  regur 
lations,  and  rpftridtions,  as  in  Great 
Britain  ;  becaufe  other  wife  we  might 
import  thofe  articles,  as  the  produce 
of  the  Britifh  colonies,  into  her 
ports,  with  little  probability  of  de¬ 
tection,  and  fubvert  he^*  whole  cp- 
lony  fyflem.  This  argument  ap¬ 
plies  equally  to  the  four'  enumerat¬ 
ed  articles  from  the  American  hates. 

But  whether  we  adopted  Britifh 
polony  laws*  in  a  fmalier  or  greater 
liumber  of  articles,  makes  no  dit- 
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ference  in  the  conftitutional  princL 
pie.  If  it  violated  our  indepen* 
dency  in  one  cafe,  it  would  be  e* 
qually  a  violation  of  it  in  the  other. 
But  it  is  a  violation  of  it  in  neither,* 
The  objection,  that  if  we  refufe  to 
adopt  the  Britifh  law  we  fhould  lofe 
the  benefit  of  this  agreement,  ap¬ 
plied  with  more  weight  to  the  con* 
dition  of  1780,  becaufe  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  gave  us  then  more  than  file  has 
now  to  grant. 

When  I  refleCt,  ,hmv  long  Scot¬ 
land  had  endeavoured  to  obtain 
from  England  the  protection  of  her 
navigation  laws,  and  the  benefits  of 
her  colony  trade  ;  that,  what  is 
now  offered  to  be  permanently 
granted  to  Ireland  without  any  in*? 
fringement  of  her  rights  of  legifla*; 
tion,  could  not  be  purchafed  by 
Scotland  without  the  furrender  of 
her  lcgiflative  fovereignty  ;  wheft 
I  refleCt  with  what  effufions  of  pub¬ 
lic  gratitude  tve  received  that  very 
boon,  which  fome  of  us  feem  now 
to  difdain  and  fpurn  ;  and  how  care¬ 
fully  and  affectionately  it  had  been 
cherifhed  by  our  legiilature  in  the 
aCts  of  every  fucceeaing  feflion  ;  X 
view  wjth  amazement  the  wonder¬ 
ful  revolutions  of  human  fenti- 
jnents,  and  confider  the  conffitu- 
tional  jealoufy  arifing  from  the  pro¬ 
pofed  fyftem  of  colonial  legiflation* 
as  one  of  thofe  popular  delufions^ 
which  have  too  often  inflamed  the 
paffions  and  milled  the  reafons  of 
men. 

A  farther  conftitutional  objection 
has  been  made  to  that  part  of  the 
bill,  which  grants  in  perpetuity  the 
furplus  of  our  hereditary  revenue 
above  656,000b  and  to  the  itipport 
pf  that  grant  hv  a  iuppofed  perpe¬ 
tual  revenue  bill.  As  to  the  grant, 
it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the 
guarding  the  feas  had  been  a  heavy 
ex  pence  to  this  kingdom  as  early  as 
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the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  FirSt  *. 
At  the  Restoration  fpecific  duties 
were  granted,  and  granted  in  perpe¬ 
tuity,  “  for  the  better  guarding  and 
defending  of  the  leas  againft  all 
perfons  intending,  or  that  may  in¬ 
tend  the  disturbance  of  the  inter- 
courfe  of  the  trade  of  this  your 
majelty’s  realm,  and  for  the  better 
defraying  the  necelfary  expences 
thereof,  which  otherwife  cannot  be 
ctfeCted  without  great  charge  ;  and 
for  increafe  and  augmentation  of 
your  majeity’s  revenue  f.”  The 
probable  amount  of  the  propofea 
grant  for  many  years  to  come  would 
be  far  inferior  in  value  to  one  year’s 
amount  of  the  duties  granted  by 
that  aCt,  and  granted  in  the  firib 
place  for  this  fpecific  purpofe.  This 
part  of  the  bill  would  provide  for 
the  Same  fervice  with  more  (Econo¬ 
my,  and  with  much  better  effeCt. 
When  I  fay  with  much  better  ef¬ 
fect,  I  fpeak  from  experience.  In 
the  late  war  frigates  were  Stationed 
off  the  coait  of  Scotland  to  proteCt 
the  trade  of  that  country.  I  pre- 
fented  a  memorial  from  Cork  to  the 
then  administration  of  I  reland,  pray¬ 
ing  that  the  fame  attention  Should  be 
Shewn  to  the  Southern  and  vveitern 
coaSls  of  this  kingdom,  I  was  not 
able  to  prevail,  But  when  this  na¬ 
vy  becomes  the  navy  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  to  the  fupport  ef  which  Ire¬ 
land  contributes,  it  would  be  JriSh 
as  well  as  British  ;  and  there  could 
be  no  longer  a  foundation  for  any 
distinction.  Our  contribution  would 
centre  among  ourfelves,  and  would 
encourage  our  induftry,  by  the  in¬ 
vestment  of  our  quota  iq  our  ovyn 
manufactures. 

As  to  the  fecond  objection  to  this 
part  of  the  bill,  the  fact  has  been 
piifapprehended.  It  is  no  part  of 

*  Strafford’s  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  68,  152, 
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the  bill  that  this  grant  Should  be 
fupported  by  a  perpetual  revenue 
bill.  It  would  have  been  fupported 
with  good  faith  ;  buc,  like  the  reft 
of  our  revenue,  by  annual  bills  in 
aid  of  the  ad'ts  of  excife  and  cuSloms, 
which  are  now  perpetual. 

It  has  been  objected  in  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  kingdom,  that  the  grant  of 
this  furplus  is  a  diminution  of  the 
royal  power  and  property.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  is  fo,  and  has  j  uftly  and  libe¬ 
rally  been  conceded,  to  Strengthen, 
the  whole  empire  by  a  great  com¬ 
mercial  adjuitment  between  theSe 
two  countries.  But  to  Slate  thi* 
part  of  the  bill  as  an  incroachment 
on  the  rights  or  power  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  as  weakening  or  limiting 
the  freedom  of  the  constitution,  i$ 
a  Strange  perverSion  of  the  mott  ob¬ 
vious  tendency  and  effeCt,  of  a  re¬ 
gulation  calculated  to  promote  the 
manufactures,  proteCt  the  com¬ 
merce,  Strengthen  the  constitution, 
and  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
nation. 

As  to  objections  made,  on  consti¬ 
tutional  principles,  to  thofe  parts  of 
the  bill  that  relate  to  the  British 
Platt  India  company,  I  Shall  conli- 
der  them  more  fully  when  I  come 
to  the  commercial  parts  of  the  fub- 
jeCt,  to  which  they  properly  be-' 
long.  I  will  only  fay  in  this  place, 
that  I  confider  thole  parts  of  the 
propofed agreement  as  an  exchange, 
by  mutual  confent,  of  a  commerce 
which  exiSls  in  theory  only,  and 
which  may  never  be  productive, 
for  a  certain  immediate  and  advan¬ 
tageous  commerce  to  a  great  empire 
in  that  part  of  the  globe,  and  to 
Great  Britain,  neither  of  which  we 
can  acquire  without  fuch  an  ex¬ 
change  ;  and,  this  poffibie  com¬ 
merce  being  reaflumableat  ourple^- 
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fure,  by  parting  with  the  coniide- 
ration  given  for  it ;  and  as  we  bar¬ 
ter  commerce  for  commerce,  and 
not  commerce  for  condkution,  that 
no  objection  of  a  conftitutional  na¬ 
ture  can  judly  apply  to  thole  para¬ 
graphs  of  the  bill. 

I  cannot  difcovcr  in  any  of  thofe 
iniiances  the  fmallelf  particle  of  le- 
giflative  power  gained  by  Great 
Britain,  or  loft  by  Ireland.  The 
former  has  always  made  laws  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  trade  with  her  colonies 
and  iettlements  in  Africa  and  Ame¬ 
rica  ,*  by  this  agreement  fire  is  to 
continue  to  do  l'o.  The  Irilli  legi- 
fkiture  now  follows  thofe  laws,  and 
has  declared  by  feveral  of  her  ft  a- 
tutes,  that  it  is  regfonable  to  do  fo. 
After  this  agreement,  die  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  follow  them  as  long  as  die 
thinks  it  reasonable.  But,  when 
this  event  diall  have  taken  place, 
Great  Britain,  in  making  thofe  laws 
mull  confider,  what  regulations  ap¬ 
pear  equal  to  the  Iridi  legillature, 
pr  die  hazards  the  continuance  of 
this  agreement.  What  leg! dative 
power  is  Ireland  to  lofe  ?  When  a 
bill  diall  be  brought  into  either  of 
our  houfes  of  parliament,  relative 
to  the  Britidi  colonies,  or  to  the 
four  articles  from  the  American 
dates,  diall  we  not  have  the  fame 
power  over  that  as  every  other  bill  ? 
Can  we  not  amend  any  part,  or  re¬ 
ject  the  whole?  Can  we  not  fay, 
the  redraints  and  benedts  are  not 
equal,  or,  though  they  are  equal, 
they  are  not  wife,  and  they  diall 
pot  be  the  law  of  Ireland  ?  But 
then  you  rilk  the  agreement — fo 
would  the  Britidi  legillature,  if  die 
made  any  law  relative  to  her  colo¬ 
nies  and  iettlements,  which  the  Iridi 
legidature  fliould  think  unjud.  But 
the  determination  of  the  agreement 
would  not  neceffarily  follow  our 
Varying  or  rejecting  their  bill ;  for 
by  the  propofed  agreement  the  dif- 


fatisfa&ion  of  the  Britidi  legidature 
mud  be  firft  declared.  If  our  con- 
duff  fliould  be  founded  on  iuft 
grounds,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
no  luch  diflatisfaffion  would  be  de¬ 
clared,  but  that  wife  and  moderate 
men  might  fugged  fome  expedient, 
to  recommend  fome  middle  courfb 
that  would  be  agreeable  to  both, 
countries,  and  that  the  Britidi  legi- 
flature  would  vary  or  change  its 
law.  But,  itisfaid,  you  could  not 
originate  the  bill.  In  refpedt  to  the 
Britidi  colonies  and  Iettlements,  no 
man  could  be  lb  unreafonable  as  to 
delire  it  •  as  to  foreign  colonies, 
and  the  four  enumerated  articles, 
our  right  to  originate  would  be  un- 
quedionable.  I  lpeak  of  the  right, 
not  of  the  exercil'e  of  it,  the  pru¬ 
dence  of  which  mud  depend  on  the 
occaiion.  r 

If  Great  Britain  neither  gains 
nor  Ireland  lofcs  any  power  of  le- 
gidation,  where  is  the  injury  to 
aur  independence  ?  Where  is  the 
bridle  that  is  to  be  thrown,  it  leems, 
over  the  neck  of  the  high-fpirited 
deed  ?  It  is  held  out,  not  by  thofe 
who  offer,  but  by  thofe  who  would 
l'care  him  from  his  provender. 

I  therefore  thought  and  dill  think, 
that  thbre  was  no  good  reafon  on 
conilitutional  grounds  againd  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  ;  for  which 
reafon  I  voted.  Conddering  the 
fubjebt  in  its  true  light,  as  merely 
commercial,  I  thought  that  there 
were  drong  reafons  fo  induce  even, 
thofe,  who  objected  to  fome  of  the 
commercial  regulations  of  the  bill, 
to  vote  for  liberty  to  bring  it  in. 
A  commercial  Battlement  between 
the  two  kingdoms  is  acknowledged 
by  every  reafonable  man  to  be  much 
wanted ;  and  how  this  can  be  ob-. 
tamed,  without  temperate  difeuf- 
fion,  and  the  communication  to 
each  other  of  the  points  in  which, 
they  agree,  and  of  thofe  in-whiefy 
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fftey  differ,  I  cannot  comprehend. 
In  the  accomplifhment  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  union,  many  delays  and  differ¬ 
ences  in  opinion  had  arifen.  Though 
the  commiffioners,  appointed  for 
that  purpofe  under  the  authority  of 
the  parliaments  of  both  kingdoms, 
had  on  both  fides  iigned  and  fealed 
the  articles  of  union,  yet  the  Scotch 
parliament  made  many  important 
alterations,  which  were  adopted  by 
the  Englifh  parliament.  In  the 
proceedings  to  effablifli  a  commer¬ 
cial  union  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  difficulties  and  differ¬ 
ences  in  opinion  muff  neceflarily 
have  arifen  among  men  of  the  belt 
intentions.  Our  propoiitions  have 
been  altered  by  the  Britifh  houie  of 
Commons ;  their  relolutions  have 
been  altered  by  the  lords  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  thefe  alterations  were 
adopted  by  the  houie  of  commons 
of  that  kingdom.  In  the  progrefs 
on  the  Irifli  bill  the  fulleft  difcuf- 
fion  was  intended.  Every  objec¬ 
tion  would  have  been  heard,  and 
every  well-founded  objection  doubt- 
iefs  muff  have  been  allowed,  and 
every  proper  alteration  made.  No¬ 
thing  final  during  this  leffion  was 
ever  in  contemplation.  A  great 
length  and  variety  of  examination 
mult  have  preceded  the  fettlement 
of  the  fchedule  of  duties,  and  regu 
hations.  This  fchedule  muff  have 
been  laid  before  our  two  houfes  of 
parliament  in  the  next  feffion  for 
their  approbation ;  and,  after  all 
this  had  been  done,  nothing  could 
have  been  concluded,  until  the  Irifli 
parliament  had  declared  its  latisfac- 
tion  in  the  adfs  of  the  Britifh  leg i- 
flat  ure. 

The  bill  offered  to  Ireland  many 
commercial  advantages  of  the  jnoit 
important  nature.  It  fecured  for 
ever  the  linen  trade  of  this  king¬ 


dom.  The  agreement,  effectually 
to  favour  our  manufactures,  would 
have  been  of  great  value  to  us. 
The  encouragement  which  it  gave 
to  our  fail-cloth  manufacture,  would 
have  OQcafioned  an  annual  profit  to 
a  very  great  amount.  The  perper 
tual  lupply  of  rock -fait  would  have 
been  ufeful  to  our  victualling  trade 
and  fiffieries  ;  of  bark  to  our  manu¬ 
facture  of  leather;  and  of  coals  to 
all  our  manufactures.  The  perpe¬ 
tual  exemption  of  this  laft  article 
from  duty  on  the  export  to  Ireland, 
would  have  been  a  great  and  pecu¬ 
liar  advantage  to  our  manufactures. 
The  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain 
pay  for  their  own  coals,  from  port 
to  port,  five  fhillings  the  chaldron. 
An  intention  has  been  mentioned 
not  long  fince  to  tax  this  commo¬ 
dity  at  the  pit.  If  this  bill  had  pall¬ 
ed,  the  tax  would  have  been  drawn 
back,  and  this  kingdom  fecured  a-- 
gainft  any  impofition,  which  the 
neceffities  of  Great  Britain  may  in¬ 
duce  her  to  lay  on  the  export  of  this 
neceffary  article.  If  Great  Britain 
had  not  given  of  late  years  the 
ffrongeff  proofs,  that  file  is  not  dif- 
pofed  to  look  to  times  of  lefs  libe¬ 
rality,  for  precedents  to  govern  her 
conduct  in  refpeCt  to  her  filler  king¬ 
dom,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
mention,  that  Englifh  coals  came 
formerly  to  Ireland  under  a  duty  of 
four  fhillings  the  ton,  impofed  on 
the  export  by  an  Englifh  ad  *. 

,  I  alio  thought  the  circuitous  co¬ 
lony  trade  from  Ireland  to  Great 
Britain  would  have  been  highly  ufe¬ 
ful  to  this  kingdom,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  the  city  of  Cork.  I  thought 
the  opening  of  the  Britifh  markets 
to  our  manufactures  would  be,  in 
one  refpeCt,  of  the  utmofl  import¬ 
ance  to  this  kingdom,  I  mean  by 
the  re-exportation  of  Irifli  manu- 


'*  Carte’s  Life  of  Duke  of  Ormond,  vol.  i.  p.  84.. 
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aftures  from  Great  Britain  with  a 
drawback  of  all  duties  :  and,  if  this 
opinion  is  well  founded,  we  fhould 
oonftder  the  advantages  of  having 
cur  manufactures  exported  to  all 
parts  of  the  world,  by  the  capitals 
and  credit  of  Great;  Britain.  By 
this  affiiiance,  our  linens,  to  a  great 
amount,  are  re-exported  from  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  this  affiftance  has  ever 
been  one  great  fource  of  the  pro- 
fperity  of  that  manufacture,  Un¬ 
der  the  propofed  agreement,  all  our 
other  manufactures  would  have  been 
re-exported  from  thence  equally 
free  from  duty. 

That  the  Britifh  markets  would 
have  produced  confequences  fo  ex- 
eenfive  in  favour  of  Ireland,  as  her 
principal  manufacturers  affirmed,  it 
is  not  my  opinion.  That  Ireland 
would  have  been  materially  benefit- 
ted  by  it  in  fome  of  her  manufactures, 
I  entertain  no  doubt.  And,  whenever 
Great  Britain  can  lighten  the  taxes 
on  her  manufactures,  and  on  the 
materials  of  them,  which  muft  na¬ 
turally  be  one  of  her  firft  objeCts 
when  her  circumftances  permit,  this 
part  of  the  propofed  agreement 
would  effectually  open  the  beft,  the 
neareft,  and  the  mod  certain  mar¬ 
kets  in  the  world  to  Ireland,  and 
would  promote  the  mod  beneficial 
of  all  trades,  becaufc  the  whole  pro¬ 
fits  would  belong  to  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  fame  empire,  and  becaufe  a  ca¬ 
pital  employed  in  a  home  trade, 
which  this  may  be  juftly  confider- 
«d,  may  be  fent  out  and  brought 
back  many  times,  before  the  capital 
employed  in  a  foreign  trade  has 
made  one  return  ;  which  mud  be 
peculiarly  advantageous  to  a  coun¬ 
try  deficient  in  capital,  and  would 
at  the  fame  time  be  attended  with 
all  the  advantages  of  foreign  trade, 
by  increaling  the  quantity  of  lpe- 
cie,  and  the  number  of  Blips  and 
feamen.  The  re-export  of  our  ma¬ 
st, 


nufactures  from  Great  Britain  en« 
fures  their  admiffion  wherever  Bri- 
tiffi  are  received,  and  baffles  the  un¬ 
generous  policy  of  Portugal. 

In  all  thofe  particulars  the  ad¬ 
vantages  are  on  our  fide  ;  and,  if 
we  helitate  whether  to  accept  or 
not  the  colonial  and  domeftic  mar¬ 
kets  of  Britain  on  terms  equally 
beneficial  with  herfelf,  I  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  tell  you  that  no  nation  in 
Europe,  which  had  no  colonies  of 
her  own,  would  follow  your  exam¬ 
ple.  If  this  part  of  the  fubjeCt  ad¬ 
mitted  no  doubt,  the  quedions  then 
for  the  confederation  of  our  houfes 
of  parliament  would  have  been, 
whether  they  thought  it  reafonable 
and  juft  to  agree  to  the  parts  of  the 
bill,  that  related  to  the  Eaft  India 
trade,  and  to  the  prevention  of  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  export  to  Great  Britain 
of  our  yarn.  The  firft  of  theefe 
confederations  have  depended  on  the 
evidence-  of  our  merchants,  as  to 
the  parts  of  the  Ead  which  were 
open  to  us ;  for  no  European  fet- 
tlement  there  would  admit  us  ;  whe¬ 
ther  we  had  fufficient  capitals  to 
carry  on  that  trade  ;  and  whether 
any  probable  future  advantages  (for 
at  prefent  there  are  none,  as  we 
have  never  fent  a  fhip  there,  though 
at  full  liberty  fo  to  do  during  tire 
laft  fix  years)  were  of  fufficient 
weight  to  prevent  a  commercial  fet- 
tlement  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
in  which  Great  Britain  offers  you 
accefs  to  all  her  markets  foreign 
and  domeftic,  on  the  fame  terms  with 
herfelf;  with  a  covenant  on  her 
part  effectually  to  favour  every  ar¬ 
ticle  of  your  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture,  materials  from  foreign 
countries  excepted,  which  are  to  be 
imported  into  both  kingdoms  duty 
free  :  and  in  which  file  offers  an  ex¬ 
port  of  your  manufactures  with  all 
duties  drawn  back,  through  the  me- 
churn  of  her  company,  to  her  Eaft 

Indian 


Indian  territories,  by  which  chan¬ 
nel  alone  fhe  can  convey  her  own 
manufactures  thither — the  benefit 
of  whatever  revenue  fliu.ll  arile  on 
India  goods  lent  to  Ireland,  or  a 
drawback  on  the  exportation  from 
Great  Britain,  which  would  give 
them  to  us  free  of  all  duties — and 
an  equal  trade  with  Great  Britain 
in  her  poffeffions  in  India,  in  the 
event  of  a  dilTolution  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  which  company,  during 
its  continuance,  you  have  an  equal 
right  with  Britons  of  becoming  ad¬ 
venturers  ;  and  from  which  you 
can  purchafe  the  produce  of  the 
Bail  in  an  open  market,  and  at  a 
public  auftion,  on  the  fame  terms 
with  your  fellow-fubjeCts  of  Great 
Britain,  and  on  cheaper  terms  than 
at  any  other  market. 

Thefe  feveral  circum  fiances 
appeared  to  me  to  be  worthy 
the  confederation  of  the  houle  of 
commons ;  which,  after  having  been 
fully  informed  on  this  fubjeCt, 
would  have  been  more  competent  to 
determine,  whether  we  fhould  or 
fhould  not,  in  favour  of  the  Britifh 
Eaft  India  Company,  and  in  co-nli- 
deration  of  the  other  commercial 
benefits  propofed  to  ns,  itnpofe  this 
limitation  on  our  commerce,  deter¬ 
minable  at  the  difcretion  of  our  two 
houfes  of  parliament ;  which,  while 
we  allowed  it  to  continue,  would 
have  placed  Ireland  in  precifely  the 
fame  eircumftances  with  every  part 
£*f  Great  Britain,  London  ex¬ 
cepted. 

Had  this  part  of  the  agreement 
been  found  injurious  to  the  proba¬ 
ble  hopes  of  our  rifing  commerCfc, 
it  ought  to  have  been  and  unque- 
llionably  would  have  been  rejected. 
If  it  had  appeared,  that,  without 
prejudice  to  ourfelves,  we  could 


have  llrengthened  the  ftaff  on  which 
our  lllter  kingdom  leans  in  the  day 
of  her  adverfity,  what  generous 
Irifhman  would  have  withheld  his 
concurrence  ?  But  if  this  part  of 
the  bill,  inftead  of  imaginary  pro- 
fpeCts,  in  the  place  of  commercial 
vifions,  offered  us  fame  immediate* 
real,  and  fubflantial  benefits,  the 
choice  would  not  have  been  difficult 
to  make. 

The  agreement  not  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  our  yam  would  be 
an  engagement  not  to  relinquifh  a 
beneficial  and  profitable  part  of  <aur 
commerce  ;  beneficial  and  profitable 
to  the  whole  kingdom,  but  toMun- 
ller  in  particular:  it  would  be  an 
agreement  not  to  do  what  we  fhall 
never  do,  though  no  fuch  agreement 
exiffed.  When  it  is  confidered  that 
Ireland  gains  by  this  export  above 
340,000!.  yearly  *,  that  it  is  a  ma¬ 
nufacture,  though  an  imperfeCt  one* 
which  employs  great  numbers  of 
our  people,  for  whom  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  any  other  employ¬ 
ment  ;  it  feems  to  be  a  propoiition 
almoft  felf-evident,  that  the  expor¬ 
tation  fhould  never  be  prevented  by 
any  other  means,  than  by  giving 
every  poffible  encouragement  to  our 
own  people  to  manufacture  it  at 
home,  the  only  rational  and  effec¬ 
tual  meaas  of  preventing  the  ex- 
port. 

But  it  is  objected,  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  prohibits  the  exportation  of  her 
yarn,  and  that  there  is  no  equality 
in  our  agreeing  not  to  prohibit.  I 
anfwer,  that  the  policy  of  that  na¬ 
tion  in  this  refpeCt  has  been  con¬ 
demned  by  perlbns  of  great  com¬ 
mercial  information  ;  that  thefe  pro¬ 
hibitions  were  laid  on  to  gratify  the 
manufacturers  of  that  country,  who 
have  been  foinetimes  much  miitaken 


*  At  a  medium  of  fevea  years,  jading  25th  March,  1784,  it  amounted  to 
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in  their  opinions  on  this  fubje<ft.  In  power,  are  riot  arguments  again#* 
1698  they  petitioned,  that  the  im-  but  the  cleareft  proofs  in  fupport  or. 
portation  of  all  worfted  and  woollen  legiilative  independence.  Agree- 
yarn  from  Ireland  fliould  be  prohi-  ments  to  direct  the  channels  in 
bited,  and  reprefented  that  the  poor  which  trade  ihall  flow,  or  to  com- 
of  England  were  perilhitig  by  this  mute  the  barren  fpeculation  of  a 
importation  ;  and  in  17394  they  poffible  dilfant  trade,  which  is  open 
petitioned  again#  taking  off  the  du-  now  to  us,  but  which  we  are  not 
ties  on  thole  articles  from  Ireland  now  able  to  enjoy,  and  perhaps  may 
to  England  ;  but  now  they  mild  never  be  worth  our  having  ;  for  a 
that  it  fhould  be  made  a  part  of  this  beneficial  trade  which  is  not  open  to 
agreement,  that  the  exportation  us,  and  which  we  may  acquire  by 
from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland  fliould  the  iufpenfion  of  an  tifelels  right, 
never  be  prohibited— a  caution  to  reaffumable  at  our  plealure,  would 
manufacturers  not  to  be  too  confi-  not  be  a  relinquifiunent  but  an  en- 
dent  in  their  prefent  opinions  ;  and  largement  of  commercial  freedom, 
to  the  public,  not  to  give  way  to  and  a  juft  and  conltitutional  exer- 
fuph  opinions,  without  hearing  tion  of  legiilative  power  for  falur 
proofs  or  reafons.  As-to  equality,  tary  purpofes.  Let  us  apply  this 
it  is  to  be  eftimated  by  the  fum  of  reafoning  to  the  Eaft  India  corn- 
advantages  on  each  fide,  and  not  by  merce.  You  have  no  liberty  of 
a  comparifon  of  each  article  fepa-  trade  with  the  Bririfh  empire  in  In- 
rately.  Thus  Britain  gives  boun-  dia.  Great  Britain  offers  you  an 
ties  on  Irifli  linen  exported  from  her  export  of  your  manufactures  to 
ports,  but  we  give  none  on  Britifli  thofe  countries  from  Great  Britain 
exports  from  ours.  In  yarn  the  and  Ireland,  on  the  fame  terms  with 
inequality  is  merely  nominal.  I11  her  own,  through  the  medium  of 
coals  the  equality  is  but  nominal,  her  Eaft  India  company,  to  which 
and  the  whole  advantage  is  in  the  fhe  limits  he'pfelf.  She  offers  you 
Irilh  fcale.  at  the  fame  time  her  own  markets 

In  thefe  and  other  articles  the  in  the  fame  manner  that  fhe  enjoys 
exercife  of  the  legiilative  power  them  herfelf ;  but  to  this  die  an- 
would  be  reftrained  in  this  kingdom  nexes  a  condition,  that,  while  you 
during  the  continuance  of  the  agree-  think  proper  to  enjoy  thofe  benefits, 
jnent ;  and  in  many  articles  fimilar  you  fliould  agree  not  to  trade  to  the 
reftraints  would  be  impofed  on  the  few  hofpitable  fliores  that  will  re- 
Britifli  legiflature  ;  but  without  ceive  you  between  the  Cape  of 
luch  reftraints  no  commercial  a-  Good  Hopo  and  the  Streights  of 
o-reement  could  ever  be  framed  be-  Magellan  ;  and  that  when  you 
tweerl  two  independent  legiflatures.  choofe  to  relinquifh  that  profitabl  e 
Reftraints  of  the  fame  nature  made  liberty  of  trade  which  file  offers, 
a  part  of  our  propolitions,  which  and  which  you  have  not,  you  may 
•wene  almoft  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  then  reaftiime  that  unproductive  li- 
and  were  never  conlidered  as  fub-  berty  of  trade*  which  von  have 
■verfive  of  conftitutional  rights.  Li-  now  in  theory  only, 
nutations,  which  arife  out  of  the  Some  of  the  commercial  rcgula- 
po'wer  of  the  legiflature,  and  de-  tlons  of  this  bill  have  been  mifun- 
pend  for  their  duration  on  the  fame  derftood,  I  mean  thofe  which  re- 

q  Englifh  Comm.  Journ.  Commercial  Reftraints,  p.  1 1 5, 
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late  to  bounties,  and  the  brewe* 
ries. 

As  to  the  firft  the  bill  directs,  that 
all  bounties,  except  fuch.  as  are  in 
the  nature  of  drawbacks  or  com- 
penfations  for  duties  paid,  on  any 
articles  to  Great  Britain,  (hall  ceafe, 
with  an  exception  of  corn,  malt, 
flour,  and  bifcuit  ;  that  no  bounty 
to  or  from  a  Britifli  colony  or  fet- 
tlement,  or  to  the  Ead  Indies,  fhall 
be  pa)  able  in  Ireland,  unlefs  in 
cafes  where  a  fimilar  bounty  is  pay¬ 
able  in  Great  Britain  ;  with  an  ex¬ 
ception  when  fuch  bounty  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  drawback  or  compenfa- 
tion  for  duties  paid.  The  bounties 
to  her  own  fettlements  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  has  a  right  to  regulate.  The 
cealing  of  ail  bounties  on  articles 
from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  is 
followed  by  her  bill  as  to  bounties 
from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland,  to 
prevent  a  war  of  bounties,  which 
would  be  hurtful  to  both  countries. 
The  bounties,  payable  in  this  king¬ 
dom  to  encourage  the  fale  of  our 
manufactures  in  our  own  markets, 
or  on  exportation  to  foreign  dates 
not  Britifli  colonies  or  fettlements, 
are  in  no  fort  reftrained. 

The  parts  of  the  bill  relative  to 
bounties,  which  are  highly  advan¬ 
tageous  to  Ireland,  have  been  per¬ 
verted  into  objections  againd  the 
bill.  A  proof  of  the  great  utility 
of  thofe  regulations  is  to  be  found 
in  the  fate  of  the  fail-cloth  manu¬ 
facture.  It  flourifhed  before  the 
Britifli  bounty.  It  was  ruined  by 
that  bounty.  It  will  flourifh  again 
bv  the  withdrawing  that  bounty  ; 
and,  by  the  preference  given  to  it 
by  this  bill  over  foreign  in  the  Bri¬ 
tifli  navy,  by  the  other  encourage¬ 
ments  which  it  is  to  receive  in  the 
outfit  of  Britifli  and  colony  fliips  in 
being  conlidered  as  Britifli,  and  by 
the  export  to  India,  will  floufilh  in 
a  far  greater  degree  than  at  any 


other  period,  and  will  become  one 
of  our  mod  important  branches  of 
manufacture. 

In  refpeCt  to  tfie  breweries,  we 
fhould  have  been  gainers  by  the 
propofed  agreement,  as  the  duty  on 
Britifli  beer,  now  4s.  id.  would 
have  been  then  qs.  yd.  the  barrel. 

I  thought  thofe  commercial  mat¬ 
ters  were  proper  fubjeCts  for  inve- 
digation  ;  that  the  bill,  which  re¬ 
lated  to  them,  fhould  be  brought  in 
and  printed,  and  difperfed  through 
the  kingdom  ;  that  our  merchants 
and  manufacturers  fhould  be  exa¬ 
mined  to  every  part  of  it ;  and  that 
not  a  ftep  fhould  have  been  taken  in 
it,  without  feeing  our  way  clearly, 
and  without  the  concurring  fenfeof 
the  trading  part  of  the  nation.  I 
did  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  even 
to  debate  the  commercial  parts  of 
the  bill,  before  the  commercial  evi¬ 
dence  of  Ireland  was  heard  ;  but  I 
am  forced  by  the  molt  unfounded 
and  malicious  mifreprefentation  to 
mention  my  prefent  fentiments,  with 
the  readied  difpofition  to  change, 
any  of  them  011  better  information, 
but  with  the  firmed:  diidain  of 
groundlefs  clamour. 

On  thofe  principles  J  voted  for 
the  introduction  of  the  bill.  Had 
it  appeared,  on  the  introductory 
ftaternent  of  it,  to  have  contained 
any  thing  derogatory  to  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  our  legiflature,  or  that 
could  have  judly  railed  a  doubt  of 
that  kind,  I  would  have  voted  either 
againd  the  introduction,  or  for  the 
immediate  rejection  of  it. 

Many  of  my  fellow-citizens  pe<? 
titiooed  againft  the  resolutions  of 
the  Britifli  parliament.  I  dated 
their  petition  more  fully  than  pe¬ 
titions  are  ufually  dated.  T  was 
not  called  upon  to  give  my  opinion, 
on  thofe  refolutions.  •  As  to  the  ie- 
giflative  rights  of  Ireland,  the  ad- 
drefs  of  the  Bririfh  lords  and  com¬ 
mons 
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mons  to  the  throne  has  declared 
their  lenfe ;  and  the  bill  of  the 
Britifli  houfe  of  commons  has  fpok- 
en  moft  explicitly  and  decidedly  on 
that  fubjed.  The  Irifli  bill  differs 
materially  from  thofe  refolutions, 
and  contains  many  new  provilions 
in  favour  of  our  conftitution  and 
commerce.  I  fpeak  of  that  bill  for 
the  introdudion  of  which  I  voted  ; 
and  on  the  ground  of  that  bill  I 
will  maintain  this  pofition  againft 
any  man  :  That  it  neither  furren- 
ders  nor  impairs,  nor  promifes  or 
engages,  nor  tends  in  any  refped 
to  "impair  the  independence  of  the 
legiflature  of  Ireland  ;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  it  exprefly  referves 
to  this  and  alPfucceeding  parlia¬ 
ments  the  full  exercife  ot  legifla- 
tive  rights,  in  all  acts  of  legiflation 
whatever  ;  and  gives  to  our  houfes 
of  parliament  a  greater  power  than 
any  houfes  of  parliament  ever  had 
before,  by  placing  in  their  hands, 
without  the  royal  affent,  the  repeal 
of  a  legiflative  agreement. 

Conlider  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
Britifli  empire.  Survey  your  own 
country,  with  an  honeft  pride,  as 
a  molt  important  part  of  that  em¬ 
pire  ;  confcious  of  your  own  weight 
in  the  general  fcale,  be  not  too 
prone  to  fufped  that  any  Englifh 
miniftry  would  be  mad  enough  to 
invade  your  liberties,  or  to  impair 
either  your  commercial  or  conffi- 
tutional  rights.  What  is  now  the 
tiqceflary  objed  of  Britifli  councils  ? 
To  ftrengthen  and  conned  the.  re¬ 
maining  parts  of  the  empire.  What 
are  the  principal  means  of  effecting 
-this  ?  Multiplying  the  refources, 
increafing  the  wealth,  promoting 
the  population  and  induftry,  and 
effablifliing  .  the  tranquillity  and 
contentment  of  Ireland.  No  two 
countries  on  the  globe  are  more  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  happinefs  of  each 
ether  than  thofe  two  iflauds.  The 


man  who  conflders  them  as  adver- 
faries,  and  not  as  partners  in  com¬ 
merce,  is  not  a  judicious  friend  to 
either.  The  man,  who  attempts 
to  ferve  one  at  the  expence  of  the 
other,  would  injure  both.  What 
is  the  obvious  wifh  and  intereff  of 
the  enemies  of  the  Britifli  empire  ? 
To  feparate  thefe  two  kingdoms. 
Firff  to  weaken  and  difunite  the 
Britifli  empire,  and  then  to  fubvert 
it.  What  would  become  of  the 
liberties  of  Ireland  then?  Coun- 
terad  your  enemies,  co-operate  with 
your  friends,  and  confolidate  the 
ffrength  of  the  two  kingdoms  on 
fuch  terms  as  {hall  appear  to  be  of 
equal  advantage  to  each. 

Let  me  a  Ik.  any  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  feme  few  plain  queftions. 
Have  we  lince  1779  to  this  time 
followed  Britifli  laws,  by  laying  the 
fame  duties  on  all  colonial  produce, 
foreign  as  well  as  Britifli  ?  Have 
you  felt  any  commercial  or  conffi- 
tutional  prejudice  by  this  ?  Do 
you  think  it  reafonable  that  Great 
Britain  fliould  allow  you  to  bring 
into  her  ports  the  produce  of  fo¬ 
reign  colonies,  whilft  fhe  prohibits 
herfelf  from  doing  fo  ?  Have  not 
her  colonies  been  the  great  fource 
of  her  fuperior  commerce  and  ma¬ 
ritime  ffrength  ?  Would  you  pro¬ 
mote  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
Great  Britain,  and  in  effed  of  Ire¬ 
land,  or  of  foreign  nations  ?  Would 
you  ffrengthen  the  fleet  which  pro- 
teds,  or  that  which  may  be  deftined 
to  invade  you  ?  Is  there  any  coun¬ 
try,  the  trade  to  which  is  more 
valuable  to  Ireland,  than  her  trade 
with  the  reff  of  the  world  ?  Is  not 
Great  Britain  that  country  ?  Can 
more  eftedual  means  be  devifed  for 
promoting  your  trade  than  by  ex¬ 
tending  the  moft  valuable  part  of 
it  ?  Was  not  this  the  objed  of 
our  propolitions,  and  is  not  this  the 
objed  of  our  bill  ? 


What 
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What  would  you  have  ?  To  re* 
main  as  we  are.  How,  would  you 
have  Britons  keep  their  markets 
ill ut  againft  you,  whilff  you  keep 
your  markets  open  to  them  ?  Shall 
they  fupply  you  with  colony  pro¬ 
duce,  and  refufe  to  receive  it  from 
you  ?  Is  this  equality  of  com¬ 
merce  or  conflitution  ?  Give  us 
limilar  prohibitions  or  prohibitory 
duties.  Are  you  inclined  to  bring 
your  linens  within  this  rule,  and 
can  you  jullly  expecff  that  Great 
Britain  fhould  encourage  your  ifa- 
pie  manufacture,  with  prejudice  to 
her  own  in  other  countries,  if  you 
difcourage  hers  ?  Are  you  aware, 
that  every  protection  to  a  manu¬ 
facture  by  a  duty,  which  excludes 
a  better  or  a  cheaper  nianulaCture 
of  the  fame  kind,  is,  to  the  amount 
of  the  difference  in  price,  a  tax  on 
every  other  manufacture,  and  every 
other  man  in  the  community  who 
buys  the  protected  manufacture  ? 
Do  you  prefer  a  fyftem  of  mutual 
prohibitions,  that  tends  to  proteCt 
idlenefs  or  ignorance  in  both  king¬ 
doms,  to  a  lyftem  that  fets  up  the 
induftry  and  Ikill  of  each  nation  as 
an  example  and  rival  to  the  other  ? 
You  certainly  feel  no  daftardly  re¬ 
pugnance  to  this  noble  emulation  ? 
Do  you  prefer  exclulion  to  com- 
preheniion  ;  reciprocal  reftraints, 
prohibitions,  perpetual  jealoufies, 
and  ill-will,  to  the  mutual  inter- 
courfe  of  kindnefs  and  encourage- 
ment,  which  bids  the  mixing  com¬ 
merce  of  the  two  kingdoms  roll  in 
one  common  flood  ? 

There  is  no  kindnefs,  you  fay, 
in  the  attempt  to  exclude  us  from  a 
trade  to  the  Eaft  '*  ?  Is  there  none 
in  offering  you  a  trade  to  her  ex- 
tenlive  dominions  there  ?  Does  fhe. 
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give  greater  liberty  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Great  Britain  ?  Which  is 
mod  valuable,  the  trade  fhe  offers, 
or  that  of  which  fffc  propofes  to 
you  dill  to  fufpend  the  exercife  ? 
It  the  exchange  is  in  your  favour, 
is  there  any  thing  dishonourable  in. 
accepting  of  it  ?  or  any  thing  in¬ 
decorous  in  propoiing  it  ?  Would 
you  have  her  violate  her  national 
faith,  and  diifolve  her  India  com¬ 
pany  ?  No,  you  fay,  that  expec¬ 
tation  would  be  unreafonable  and 
unjull.  Tell  me  then  what  can 
Ihe  offer  more  than  file  now  pro¬ 
pofes  to  you,  either  whiltl  that  com¬ 
pany  exifts,  oririthe  event  of  its  dif- 
folution  ?  1  afk  you  but  one  queftion 
more  :  Does  Great  Britain  po fiefs 
in  any  one  pari  of  the  globe  any 
one  article  of  free  commerce  what¬ 
ever,  in  her  power  to  participate, 
which  file  does  not  open  as  freely 
and  beneficially  to  Ireland  as  ta 
herfelf  ?  And  then  conlider,  my 
fellow  citizens,  what  nation  upon 
earth  has  the  wideff  and  belt  regu¬ 
lated  range  of  commerce. 

In  co.nlidering  the  bill,  examine 
the  fundamental  principles  in  the 
lirff  place.  What  are  they?  iff. 
To  encourage  and  extend  as  much 
as  pollible  the  trade  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  on  permanent  and 
equitable  principles.  2dly,  That 
the  inhabitants  of  each  fhould  trade 
to  and  from  the  Britifh  colonies, 
fettlements,  and  dominions  in  every 
part  of  the  globe,  now  or  hereafter 
to  be  planted,  made,  or  acquired, 
on  equal  terms,  both  directly  and 
circuitoufiy.  If  you  difapprove 
of  the  principles,  reject  the  bill  ; 
if  you  approve  of  the  principles, 
go  into  the  detail  of  the  bill  ;  ap¬ 
prove,  or  amend,  or  reject,  accord- 


*  The  moft  valuable  part  of  that  trade,  which  confifts  fn  teas,  we  have  already 
relinquifhed  in  favour  of  the  Britifh  Eaft  India  company,  without  murmur,  though 
without  any  equivalent.  We  are  now  offered  an  equivalent  for  what  we  have,  in 
dfedt,  already  conceded  without  apf. 
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jpg  to  your  judgment,  applied  eooly 
to  every  diftimft  and  feparat'e  part 
of  this  comprehend ve  fyftem.  In 
this  you  will  act  with  that  wifdom 
and  temper  which  become  a  great 
commercial  city.  Conlider  whe¬ 
ther  any  claufe  or  expreffion  in  it 
can  have  the  mod  remote  tendency 
to  injure  your  conftitution.  If  you 
find  any  fuch,  reject  it,  whatever 
commercial  benefits  the  bill  may  of¬ 
fer.  But  pray,  let  the  claufe  be  fi r ft 
read,  and  a  little  confidered,  and  a 
little  uriderftood.  judge  of  it  from 
the  plain  words  of  the  text  itfelf, 
and  not  from  the  brilliant  para¬ 
ph  rafe  of  eloquent  commentators  ; 
and  let  not  every  man,  who  thinks 
proper  to  beat  on  the  fpirit-ftirring 
drum  of  the  conftitution,  make  you 
ftart  and  tremble,  and  frighten  you 
out  of  your  wits. 

I  certainly  conlider  myfelf  ac¬ 
countable  to  my  conftituents  for  my 
parliamentary  conduCt ;  but  on 
great  national  queftions  it  is  my 
duty  to  think  as  well  as  to  a  eft  tor 
them.  I  deftre  only  that  they  will 
read  the  bill,  make  themfelves,  as 
3  have  endeavoured  to  do  in  refpect 
to  myfelf,  mafters  of  the  many  im¬ 
portant  and  complicated  fuhjects 
which  it  comprehends  ;  and  then 
fay,  whether  a  member  for  the  fir  ft 
trading*  city  of  Ireland,  who  was 
not  unverfed  in  fubjeCts  of  conftitu¬ 
tion  and  commerce,  would  have 
a<fted  as  became  him,  if  he  had  voted 
that  a  fubjeCt  of  this  nature  fliould 
not  have  been  confidered.  I  have 
voted  only  that  it  fliould  be  confi¬ 
dered  ;  and  was  never  more  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced,  that  I  never 
gave  a  vote  of  more  beneficial  ten¬ 
dency  to  the  city  of  Cork ;  and 
have  no  doubt  that  my  conftituents 
will  hereafter  view  my  conduit  in 
this  light.  I  affectionately  regard 
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my  fellow-citizens,  and  there  is  nor¬ 
thing  I  value  more  than  their  e- 
fteem,  except  the  lafting  interefts 
and  happinefs  of  them  and  their  po- 
fterity.  I  deftre  only  that  they  may 
judge  for  themfelves,  and  of  the 
bill  itfelf  by  its  own  merits ;  and 
not  view  it  through  the  medium  of 
mifreprefentation,  which  fo  many 
men  in  both  kingdoms  have,  or 
think  they  have,  an  intereft  in  plac¬ 
ing  between  the  public  and  the  real 
fubjeeft:  for  their  cSnfideration. 

The  great  principle  of  this  bill, 
namely  equal  freedom  in  each  king¬ 
dom  to  the  merchants  and  manu¬ 
facturers  of  the  other,  has  been 
long  my  decided  opinion  When 
for  your  fervice  I  endeavoured  to 
give  fome  light  to  this  fubjeeft,  I 
pointed  out  this  inequality  as  one 
of  the  juft  grounds  of  our  commer¬ 
cial  complaints.  Are  my  fellow- 
citizens,  after  twenty-five  years  ex¬ 
perience  of  my  eondueft:  as  one  of 
their  reprefentatives,  fo  little  ac¬ 
quainted  with  my  character,  as  to 
fuppofe  me  capable  of  expreffing  to 
the  public  the  warmeft  feelings  on 
the  fubjeCt  of  their  former  oppref- 
fions  in  trade,  and  that  I  fliould 
now  have  any  defign  to  renew  thofe 
grievances  or  to  impair  thofe  con- 
ftitutional  rights,  which  alone  can 
proteCt  them  in  the  enjoyment  of 
commercial  freedom  !  Apply  all  the 
exertions  of  your  knowledge  and 
experience  to  this  fubjeCt  •  its  im¬ 
portance  deferves  them  all.  Shew 
your  veteran,  and,  let  me  add,  faith¬ 
ful  reprefentative,  that  any  part  of 
the  meafure  injures  your  rights  as 
merchants,  manufacturers,  or  free¬ 
men,  and  then  fee  whether  any  man 
will  ufe  more  vigorous  exertions  for 
your  fervice.  But  conlider  it  with 
that  temper  and  good  fenfe  with 
which  the  conduCt  of  my  fellovv- 

ts  of  Ireland,  Letter  IX. 
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Citizens  has  been  u {tidily  marked  ; 
and  do  not  fuffer  it,  before  it  has 
been  read  or  underftood,  to  be  en¬ 
countered  by  violence  and  outrage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Dear  Sir, 

your  moll  faithful 

and  obedient  fervant,  . 

John  Hely  Hutchinson. 

P almerft on  * 

5  tb  September ,  1785. 

To  the  Right  Worjhipfiil 
James  Morrifon ,  Efjr* 
Mayor  of  Cork . 


Addrefs  of  the  Merchants  of  Cork , 
j trefented  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
.Rutland,  on  the  z%th  of  October , 
when  his  Grace  tondefeended  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  an  Invitation  to  Pinner 
from  the  Merchants  of  Cork .  See 
Public  Occurrences,  p.  91  • 

To  his  Grace  Charles  Duke  of  Rut¬ 
land,  Lord  Lieutenant  General 
and  General  Governor  of  Ire- 
land,  &c.  &c. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Merchants  of 
the  City  of  Cork, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace* 

To  permit  us  the  merchants  of 
the  city  of  Cork,  to  unite  in  p re¬ 
lenting  our  aiTu ranee  of  heady  loy¬ 
alty  to  our  augull  fovereign,  and 
dutiful  attachment  to  his  mild  and 
gracious  government,  and  to  offer 
bur  cordial  and  refpeblful  gratula- 
tions  to  his  illuftrious  reprefenta- 
tive,  and  the  amiable  duchefs  of 
Rutland,  on  the  honour  conferred, 
by  your  condefceriding  vilit  to  this 
city; 

Accuftomed  in  our  commercial  in- 
tercourfe  to  judge  and  fpeak  from 
fabts,  we  willingly  tender  our  true 
and  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the 
benefit  we  and  our  fellow-fubjedts 


derive,  from  the  encouragement 
held  out  by  premiums  to  manufac¬ 
turers,  and  from  other  falutary  laws 
which  have  been  enabled  in  the  ad- 
miniilration,  and  under  the  aufpices 
of  your  grace. 

Thus  emulous  to  join  in  the  juft 
tribute  of  gratitude,  for  the  blelR 
ings  we  experience,  permit  us  with 
the  like  candid  plainnefs,  to  lament 
the  continuance  of  illicit  trade  on 
the  coafts  of  this  kingdom,  the  eft 
feclual  fuppreffion  of  which  de¬ 
mands  the  unremitted  and  increaf- 
ing  vigilance  of  the  fervants  of  the 
crown,  fo  effentially  ncceftar'y  to 
the  proteblion  of  the  fair  trader* 
and  the  future  extenfton  of  out 
commerce. 

Senhble  of  the  vaft  importance  of 
the  trull  delegated  by  the  benigri 
father  of  his  people,  to  the  diftin- 
guiflied  perfonage  whom  we  have 
the  honour  to  addrefs,  and  anxious 
to  have  the  execution  of  that  high 
charge  rendered  as  eafv  as  its  nature 

o  j  • 

can  admit,  we  applaud  the  delibe-* 
rate  wifdom  of  that  proceeding 
which  has  reforted  to  the  matured 
fenle  of  the  people*  upon  the  great 
fubjebt  of  commercial  adjuftment. 

Arid  we  prefume  to  exprefs  our 
confidence  that  fuch  meafures  only 
will  be  permitted  to  be  brought  for¬ 
ward,  as  in  the  capacious  fyftem  of 
adminiflration,  and  to  the  extinc¬ 
tion  of  national  difquietude,  ihall 
clearly  comprehend  the  inviolate 
prefervation  of  our  conftitution,  the 
encouragement  and  extenfton  of  our 
manufactures,  and  ample  fecurity 
to  our  commerce,  on  the  folid  and 
permanent  principles  of  fair  reci¬ 
procity; 

In  the  completion  of  thefe  mo¬ 
mentous,  national  concerns,  we  be¬ 
hold  objebts  worthy  of  even  the 
confummatc  wifdom  of  a  Chatham, 
or  the  filming  virtues  of  a  Granby  $ 
and  we  truft  it  is  referved  for  the 
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dignified  defendants  of  thefe  much 
honoured  names,  by  an  adtive  dis¬ 
play  of  that  wifdom  and  thofe  vir¬ 
tues,  ag&in  to  eltablifli  and  fecure 
the  #rength,  the  profperity,  and 
the  harmony  of  the  empire  j  and 
thus  bear  to  the  royal  prefence  the 
well-founded  acclaim  of  an  united, 
loyal,  and  happy  people. 

'  «...  -  .  i.  — ■  - -  ■  '  ■  ■.■nP-.T-— 

Petition  pref bated  June  2g ,  1785,  to 

the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  from  the 

Lord  JSlay or  and  Court  of  Alder - 

men ,  againft  the  Attorney  General9 s 

Pill  for  regulating  the  Police-,  & c* 

That  the  petitioners  arc  greatly, 
and,  as  they  conceive,  moftjuflly 
alarmed,  at  a  bill  depending  in  par¬ 
liament  for  the  farther  prevention 
of  crimes,  and  for  the  more  fpeedy 
detection  and  puniffiment  of  of¬ 
fenders  again#  the  peace,  in  the  ci¬ 
ties  of  London  and  Weftminfter, 
the  borough  of  Southwark,  and 
certain  parts  adjacent  to  them  ;  and 
they  think  it  a  dyty  incumbent  up¬ 
on  them,  as  rnagiitrates,  who  are 
materially  concerned  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  jufiice,  in  fo  confider- 
able  a  part  of  the  diftridt  propoled 
to  be  the  objedt  of  that  bill,  to  take 
the  fir#  moment  that  offers  for  cx- 
preffing  their  apprehenfions  of  the 
mifehievous  and  dangerous  effedls 
of  a  law,  which,  under  colour  of 
corredting  abufes,  overturns  the 
forms  eftabliflied  by  the  wifdom  of 
our  anee#ors,  for  regular  admini- 
fbation  of  juftice,  and  goes  to  the 
entire  fubverfion  of  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  greateft  city  in  the 
vvmid,  and  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
eonflitutional  liberties  of  above  a 
million  of  his  majefty’s  fubjedts  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  forbear  to 
ftate  any  of  the  numerous  and 
weighty  objections  which  occurred 
to  them,  to  the  particular  daufes 


1 

and  provifions  of  the  bill ;  becaufe 
the  principle  of  the  bill  eftablifhing, 
in  defiance  of  chartered  rights,  a 
fy#em  of  police  altogether  new  and 
arbitrary  in  the  extreme,  creating 
without  necefiity  new  offices,  in- 
veiled  with  extraordinary  and  dan¬ 
gerous  powers,  enforced  by  heavy 
penalties,  and  ’  exprefly  exempted 
from  thofe  checks,  and  that  refpon- 
fibility,  which  the  wifdom  of  the 
law  has  hitherto  thought  neceflary 
to  accompany  every  extraordinary 
pou/er,  appears  to  them  fo  mif¬ 
ehievous,  that  no  amendment  or 
modification  can,  or  ought,  to  re¬ 
concile  the  nation  to  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  ;  and  therefore  mo#  earneftly 
praying  the  houfe,  no  longer  to  en¬ 
tertain,  or  give  countenance  there¬ 
to,  but  by  an  immediate  rejedtion 
of  the  bill,  to  quiet  the  minds  of 
his  majefty’s  fubjedts,  and  relieve 
them  from  the  dread  of  being-  re- 
duced  under  the  fcourge  of  fuch  a 
fy#em. 


Authentic  Account  of  the  Bill  alluded 
to  in  the  foregoing  Petition  ;  in  a 
Letter  to  the  Printer  of  the  Gene ~ 
ral  Advert  ifer^  July  2,  1785. 

Sir, 

The  ha#y  and  inconfiderate  man¬ 
ner  in  which  all  queftions  are  agi¬ 
tated  and  prejudged  in  this  town, 
makes  the  employment  of  ferving* 
the  public  a  very  thanklefs  talk. 
After  repeated  complaints  and  calls 
for  fome  reform  of  the  police,  lord 
Sydney,  being  fecretary  of  #ate  for 
the  home  department,  has  caufed  a 
fchemeof  police  to  be  brought  be¬ 
foreparliament  ;  and  this  was  ftated 
by  the  folicitor  general,  who  intro¬ 
duced  it,  as  a  fcheme  that  pretend¬ 
ed  to  no  perfection,  but  that  had 
been  framed  after  many  months 
confutation  with  the  principal  adt- 
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ang  magiftrates,  and,  when  put  Into 
a  bill,  had  been  fubmitted  to  the 
judgment  and  correction  of  the  fir  it 
perfons  for  learning  and  ability  in 
Weftminller-hall,  both  on  and  off 
the  bench;  perfons  who  we  fhould 
naturally  imagine,  were  well  qua¬ 
lified  to  determine  on  what  relates 
to  the  law  and  conftitution.  When 
this  pian,  thus  matured,  was  fated 
to  the  houfe,  it  appeared  to  be  cal¬ 
culated  merely  to  add  vigour  to  the 
execution  of  the  prefent  law,  tend¬ 
ing  to  prevent  rather  than  punifh, 
and  principally  to  be  applauded  for 
the  attempt,  to  refrain  enormities 
by  regulation,  and  not  by  feverity. 
Never  was  a  meafiire  received  with 
more  fincere  and  repeated  marks  of 
approbation. 

After  this  preparation,  and  this 
reception,  how  aftonilhed  mu  ft  the 
world  be  when  they  fee  the  epithets 
affixed  to  this  bill,  and  the  defitnis 
attributed  to  it  in  the  refolutions 
and  petition  of  the  court  of  aider- 
men,  who,  in  a  few  hours,  difco- 
vered  that  the  whole  is  not  only  a 
total  fubverlion  of  their  rights,  but 
is  wholly  unconjlitutional ,  illegal ,  and 
arbitrary.  The  refolutions  (or  cer¬ 
tain  propofitions  purporting  to  be 
refolutions)  of  the  court  of  aider- 
men,  were  immediately  printed  in 
all  the  public  papers,  accompanied 
with  what  is  entitled  a  correA  Ab- 
JlraA  of  the  bill,  in  which  the  whole 
is  defaced  and  falfified,  forthepur- 
pofe  of  fomenting  thofe  jealoufies, 
and  circulating  thofe  prejudices, 
which  the  fabricator  of  this  cor  re  A 
AbJlraA  knew  had  no  foundation  in 
the  bill  itfelf.  And,  thinking  all 
this  would  pafs  upon  the  world, 
Mr.  Alderman  Ham  met  made  an 
unprecedented  and  unfuccefsful  mo¬ 
tion  in  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
dilcharge  the  order  for  bringing  in 
the  bill. 

That  the  public  may  no  longer  be 
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led  by  falfe  lights,  and  a  well-in- 
tentioned,  and  a  very  effectual  plan 
of  regulation  be  no  longer  afperfed 
fo  injurioufly,  I  fend  you,  Mr. 
Printer,  a  full  and  minute  abftraCt  of 
the  bill  prefented  to  tfte  houfe  laft 
Monday,  and  withdrawn  on  Tuef- 
day,  on  account  of  a  trifling  infor¬ 
mality  ;  but  which,  I  truft,  injus¬ 
tice  to  the  public,  to  the  framers  of 
the  bill,  and  to  the  bill  itfelf,  will 
be  brought  forward  in  the  fame 
fhape  in  which  it  was  prefented  to 
the  houfe.  The  objections  which 
alone  can  with  any  appearance  of 
reafon  be  made  by  the  city  being  fo 
inconfiderable,  and  fo  entirely  un¬ 
connected  with  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  that  they  may  eaiily  be  ad- 
j  ufted  in  the  committee,  if  necef- 
fary. 

The  bill,  Sir,  will  fpcak  for  it¬ 
felf  ;  and,  without  a  comment,  will* 

I  think,  arifwer  every  queftion,  and 
remove  every  doubt  that  has  been 
railed.  If  I  find  it  otherwife,  I 
fhall  trouble  you  with  fome  remarks 
on  fuch  parts  as  particularly  affeCt 
the  city.  As  to  what  concerns  th'e 
law  and  conftitution,  I  will,  for  the 
prelent,  apprife  you  generally,  that 
what  has  been  called  fo  new  and 
traordinary  in  this  bill,  is  nothing 
more  than  what  is  reconcileable, 
with  the  pureft  principles  of  the 
conftitution  and  of  the  law  as  it  now 
Hands. 

The  following  is  the  Abstract 
of  the  Bill. 

The  title  of  the  bill  is,  4 c  For  the 
u  further  prevention  of  crimes,  and 
u  for  the  more  fpeed'y  deteCIion  and 
u  punifhment  of  offenders  againft 
“  the  peace,  in  the  cities  of  Lon-. 

‘ 4  don  and  Weftminfter,  the  borough 
“  of  Southwark,  and  certain  parts 
acent  to  them.” 
e  preamble  ftates,  u  That  of- 
“  fences  againft  the  peace.have  in- 
(M  3)  u  created^ 
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6:  creafed,  of  late  years,  in  the  me* 

tropolis  ;  and  it  is  found,  by  ex- 
44  _perjence,  that  the  execution  of 
44  the  laws  now  in  being  is  ex- 
4 4  tremelv  defedtive  in  London, 
44  Weftminfter,  the  Borough,  and 
64  pariflies  adjacent ;  and  that  the 
64  prefervation  of  t  he  peace  requires 
44  conftant  and  unremitting  atten- 
44  tion  ;  that  farther  regulations  are 
44  needed  for  the  profecutipn  of 
44  crimes  ;  and  for  the  attainment 
44  of  the  object,  that  the  aforefaid 
44  places  iliould  be  united  into  one 
44  diftridt.’5  It,  therefore,  enadts, 
that  London,  Weftminfter,  the  Bo¬ 
rough,  and  parts  adjacent  (there 
named)  fhould  be  united  into  a  di¬ 
ftridt,  to  be  called— The  DiJlriEl  of 
the  Metropolis ,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  this  adt. 

Then  it  enadts,  that  any  three  or 
more  perfons  iliould  be  appointed 
by  the  king,  to  be  commiffioners  of 
police,  for  prefervation  of  the  peace 
within  the  diftridt,  who  are  required 
to  enforce  all  laws  for  the  preven¬ 
tion,  and  fpeedy  profecution  of 
crimes. 

Then  it  enadls,  that  the  diftridt 
fhall  be  divided  into  nine  diviiions  : 
the  City  Divifion,  the  Bow-ftreet 
Divifion,  the  Broadway,  Oxford- 
street,  Clerkenwell,  Shoreditch, 
Whitechapel,  Shad  well,  and  South¬ 
wark  Divifion  ;  and  names  the  pa- 
riflies  and  places  contained  in  each 
of  thofe  diviiions. 

It  enadts,  that  the  commiffioners 
fliall  appoint  a  certain  number  of 
rninifterial  officers  of  the  peace,  in 
each  divifion,  to  be  called  petty 
conftables  ;  one  head  officer  in  each 
divifion,  to  be  called  chief  confta- 
ble,  and  one  principal  officer,  to  be 
high  co tillable  of  the  diftridt ;  foine 
of  thefe  to  be  04  foot,  fome  on 
fio.rfeback,  with  proper  arms  and 
accoutrements. 

Jp  enadts,  that  the  commiffioners 
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fhall  be  juftiees  of  the  peace,  all 
through  the  diftridt ;  yet  fliall  no£ 
be  compellable  to  adt  as  juftiees,  and 
hearing  and  taking  examinations  ; 
but  fliall  direct  all  perfons  appre¬ 
hended  by  their  officers  to  be  car¬ 
ried,  and  all  perfons  making  com¬ 
plaint,  and  requiring  them  to  adt  as 
juftiees,  to  go  before  the  juftiees  of 
the  divifion. 

It  enadts,  that  the  faid  petty  con- 
ftables,  chief  conftables,  and  high 
conilable,  fhall  have  all  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  parochial  conftables  ;  that  a 
certain  number  of  petty  conftables 
fliall  patrole  each  divifion  every 
night. 

The  commiffioners  to  have  a  pub¬ 
lic  office,  a  feal,  fecretary,  clerks, 
&c.  to  take  an  oath  of  office,  &c» 
That  parliamentary  rewards  fliall 
no  longer  be  paid  for  apprehending, 
and  convicting  felons  ;  but  that  the 
commiffioners  may  reward  perfons 
affifting  in  apprehending  as  they 
fliall  think  fit,  the  whole  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  a  certain  fum  annually. 

That  the  marfhals  of  the  city, 
and  all  high  conftables  within  the 
diftridf  (naming  them),  fliall  fend 
to  the  commiffioners  lifts  of  paro¬ 
chial  conftables  within  their  divi¬ 
iions.  That  truftees  of  the  watch, 
within  the  diftridt,  fliall  fend  lilts  of 
their  watch  and  patrole  ;  and  if  the. 
commiffioners  make  complaint,  to 
the  truftees  of  anv  watchman,  or 
patrole,  being  negligent,  or  unfit 
for  duty,  he  fliall  be  difeharged, 
and  another  appointed  within  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  days,  otherwife  the. 
commiffioners  may  appoint ;  and  thot 
perfoti  appointed  by  the  commif¬ 
fioners  not  to  be  turned  away  with¬ 
out  the  content  of  the.  commif¬ 
fioners  ;  and  where  the  prefent 
watch-rate  is  thought,,  by  the  truf¬ 
tees,  inadequate  to  the  keeping  a 
good  watch,  they  are  permitted  to, 
mcr^afe  it  not  more  than,  a  certain 
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fum  in  the  pound.  And  the  tru flees 
are  required  to  keep  up  the  fame 
watch  at  leaft  which  they  had  at  a 
certain  day  laid  pad.  That  the 
commiffioners,  or  their  conftables, 
may  make  ufe  qf  the  watch-houfe 
at  night. 

That  commiffioners,  or  their  con¬ 
ilables,  may  command  the  affiftance 
of  every  high  conilable,  conftable, 
watchman,  patrole,  or  beadle,  for 
the  apprehending  offenders, -or  pre¬ 
venting  offences  again!!  the  peace. 

That  the  lord  mayor,  and  all  the 
aldermen,  juftices  oi  the  peace  with¬ 
in  the  diftriCt,  clerks,  clerks  of  fef- 
lions,  &c.  &c.  city  marfhals,  con- 
itables,  keepers  of  gaols,  &c.  And 
ail  perfons  concerned  minifferially 
in  the  execution,  or  adminiftration 
of  criminal  juffice,  truffees  of  the 
watch,  &c.  And  leveral  other  pa¬ 
rochial  officers  there  named  ihall, 
when  required,  attend  the  commif- 
ffoners,  to  give  them  advice,  affift¬ 
ance,  and  information,  towards  the 
execution  of  this  aCt. 

That  commiffioners,  or  their  con¬ 
ilables,  may  apprehend  perfons  car- 
rying  goods,  if  it  appears  there  is 
probable  ground  to  lufpeCt  they 
were  ffolen,  and  take  them  before  a 
jufti  :e.  And  that  commiffioners,  or 
their  conilables  (having  a  warrant 
from  commiffioners  granted  upon 
oath)  may  enter  any  dwelling- 
houfe,  outhoufes,  &c.  tofearchfor 
rogues  and  vagabonds  ;  and  alfo 
to  break  any  dwelling-houfe,  out- 
houie,  &c.  to  fearch  for  felons,  #tc- 
ceffaries,  receivers  of  ffolen  goods, 
or  ffolen  goods,  if  fuch  dwelling- 
houfe,  outhoufe,  &c.  ihall  not  be 
opened  on  demand.  Provided  that 
no  warrant  of  the  commiffioners 
ihall  be  tff  force,  or  effect,  in  the 
city  of  London,  unlefs  indorfed  by 
the  lord  mayor,  or  fome  alderman. 
And  all  perfons  apprehended  with¬ 
in  the  city,  by  gny  conilable  of  the 
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commiffioners,  fliall  be  carried  be¬ 
fore  the  lord  mayor,  or  an  aider- 
man,  who,  if  the  offence  is  com¬ 
mitted  out  of  the  city,  fliall  permit 
the  conftable  to  take  the  offender, 
whither  he  was  directed  by  the  com¬ 
miffioners. 

That  in  cafe  the  tfoods  fo  carry- 

•  1  «->  „  w' 

mg  were  not  ffolen,  and  in  cafe  no 
felon,  acceffary,  receiver  of  ffolen, 
goods,  or  rogues,  and  vagabonds, 
■fliall  be  found  ;  nevertheleis  the  in¬ 
former,  the  commiffioners,  or  their 
conftables  (being  duly  authorifed  as 
aforefaid)  fliall  not  be  liable,  as  for 
a  trefpafs  in  fuch  apprehending,  en¬ 
tering,  or  breaking. 

Provided,  that  no  conftable  of  the 
commiffioners  fliall  break  a  dwell¬ 
ing-houfe,  outhoufe,  &c.  between 
fun-fetting  and  fun-rifing,  unlefs  in 
the  prelence  of  a  conftable  of  the 
parifli,  or  place  where  the  dwell* 
ing-houfe,  outhoufe,  &c.  is  fitu- 
ated. 

That  any  perfon  refitting  the 
commiffioners,  or  their  conftables, 
in  apprehending,  or  fearching  as 
aforefaid,  or  by  force,  or  violence, 
refeuing,  or  endeavouring  to  ref- 
cue,  may  be  apprehended  and  car¬ 
ried  before  a  juftice  of  the  peace, 
and,  upon  conviction  of  fuch  of¬ 
fence,  be  liable  to  a  penalty  men-, 
tioned  in  the  aCt. 

That  any  perfon  in  whofe  dwell¬ 
ing-houfe,  outhoufe,  &c.  any  ae- 
ceffory,  receiver,  or  rogue,  and  va¬ 
gabond,  fliall  be  found  to  be  know¬ 
ingly  and  wilfully  harboured,  fliall, 
on  conviction  before  a  juftice  of 
peace,  forfeit,  for  the  firft  offence,  v 
a  certain  penalty,  and  a  greater  for 
a  lecond  and  other  offences. 


That  commiffioners,  or  their  con¬ 
ftables,  may  enter  into  houfes,  li- 
eenfed  to  fell  beer,  orfpirituous  li¬ 
quors,  and  take  into  cuftody  any 
journeyman,  apprentice,  lervant,  or 
labourer,  who  Ihall  be  found  there-. 
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in  drinking,  tippling,  or  gaming  at 
unfeafonable  hours,  who  fliall  be 
treated  as  idle  and  diforderly.  And 
the  perfon  keeping  the  houfe  dial!, 
on  convi&ion  before  a  judice,  for¬ 
feit  a  certain  fum  for  the  fil'd  of¬ 
fence,  for  the  fecond  offence  his  re¬ 
cognizance,  and  for  the  third  of¬ 
fence  his  licence.  And  if  fuch 
perfon,  fo  licenfed,  fliall  prevent, 
or  endeavour  to  prevent,  b)  threats 
or  violence,  the  commiffioners,  or 
their  condables,  from  fearching  for 
fuch  idle  and  diforderly  perfons,  or 
fliall  affault,  or  otherwise  refill,  he 
fliall  forfeit  a  certain  penalty. 

That  by  a  certain  day,  all  per¬ 
fons  licenfed  to  fell  beer,  ale,  or 
Spirits,  pawnbrokers,  watchmakers, 
buyers  of  gold,  diver,  old  iron, 
lead,  copper,  pewter,  tin,  or  other 
metal,  or  old  building  materials, 
dealers  in  old  furniture,  old  deaths, 
brokers  dealing  in  fecond-hand 
things,  boilers  of  horfe-fiefli,  re¬ 
finers  of  gold  and  filver,  working 
and  other  filverfmiths,  liable-keep¬ 
ers,  &c.  fhall  give  notice  to  the 
commiffioners  of  their  name,  place 
of  abode,  and  occupation,  and  fhall 
do  the  fame  once  a  year,  under  a 
penalty. 

That  commiffioners  fliall  circu¬ 
late  printed  or  written  notices  of 
felons,  receivers,  and  flolen  goods, 
with  deferiptions,  and  fix  them  up 
in  notorious  parts  of  the  didriCL 
And  the  podmafler-general  fliall 
put  them  in  mail-bags,  to  be  dif- 
perfed  round  the  kingdom,  to  be 
fixed  up  in  different  towns,  by  the 
chief  peace-officers. 

If  any  perfon  above  required  to 
give  notice  to  commiffioners  fliall 
have  in  his  poffeffion  any  goods, 
and  after  a  printed  or  written  no¬ 
tice  of  their  being  flolen,  fliall  wil¬ 
fully  omit,  or  refufe  immediately  to 
make  difeoverv  to  the  commiffion¬ 
ers,  he  fliall  forfeit  double  the  va¬ 


lue  thereof;  and  if,  upon  requifi- 
tion  of  conilables  of  commiffioners 
to  produce,  he  fhall  omit,  or  re¬ 
fufe,  he  fliall  forfeit  treble  the 
value. 

That  all  night-walkers,  all  per¬ 
fons  in  the  day-time  loitering  about, 
without  having  any  viiible  means 
of  maintaining  themfelves,  all  per¬ 
fons  not  giving  a  good  account  of 
themfelves,  all  perfons  notoriously 
fufpedted  of  being  thieves  ;  all  per¬ 
fons  gaining  in  the  public  itreets, 
bye-places,  and  fields,  fliall  be  li¬ 
able  to  be  apprehended  by  any  con- 
liable,  watchman,  or  beadle,  and 
carried  before  a  juflice  ;  and  if.fueh 
perfon  fliall  not  be  able  to  give  fuf- 
iicient  furety  for  his  good  behavi¬ 
our,  he  fhall  be  treated  as  a  rogue 
and  vagabond,  and  the  juflice  fhall 
give  notice  thereof  to  conSmiffion- 
ers  ;  and  if  fuch  perfon  fliall  be 
under  eighteen  years  of  age,  the 
commiffioners  may,  before  he  is  dif- 
charged,  tender  him  to  the  Marine 
Society,  or  caufe  him  to  be  placed 
in  fome  ufeful  calling,  or  employ¬ 
ment,  according  to  his  age,  and 
circumliances,  and  as  it  may  feem 
mod  practicable  and  convenient  to 
the  commiffioners. 

The  commiffioners  to  vifit  the 
gaols,  &:c.  and  as  often  as  feems 
n e cellar y,  make  report  of  their 
date,  with  obfervations  thereon. 

Preamble  dates,  u  That  the  bu- 
finefs  of  a  juflice  of  peace,  within 
the  didridis,  cannot  be  tranfadled 
with  equal  advantage  to  the  public 
in  the  private  houfes  of  ju dices  as 
in  a  public  office  ;  and  that  it  is 
neceffiary  to  provide  for  a  regular 
attendance  of  fit  and  able  magi- 
drates  at  fuch  public  offices/5  And 
enafts,  That  a  public  office  for 
tranfaCling  the  bulinefs  of  a  judice 
of  peace  fliall  be  appointed  in  each 
diviiion  before  mentioned,  in  or  near 
the  following  Areets,  or  places,  viz. 

Bow- 
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Bow-ftreet,  Broad-way,  Oxford- 
ftreet,  Clerken^vell,  Shoreditch, 
Whitechapel,  Shadvvell,  and  XJni~ 
on-ftreet  in  the  Borough.  The  king 
to  appoint  two  or  three  fit  perfons 
(being  in  the  comnnftfon)  to  attend 
at  the  faid  offices  ;  one  of  them  to 
re  fide  there,  to  appoint  clerks  and 
affiftants,  having  the  approbation 
of  commiffioners  ;  and  to  caufe  en¬ 
try  to  be  made  of  all  proceedings. 
After  fuch  officers  are  appointed, 
any  juftice  may  give  notice  to  any 
reliding  juftice  of  his  name  and 
place  of  abode,  and  intention  to  adt 
at  that  office  ;  thofe  names,  &c.  to 
be  fent  to  commiffioners,  who  are 
to  nominate  certain  perfons  out  of 
them  to  adt  at  the  office  they  have 
feverally  chofen,  and  to  fill  up  va¬ 
cancies  from  fuch  lifts.  And  none 
to  adt  at  any  office,  betides  thofe 
fo  appointed  by  the  king,  and  no¬ 
minated  by  commiffioners.  '  And 
none  to  a6f  but  at  thofe  public  of¬ 
fices,  under  penalty,  except  in  fef- 
fion,  in  riots,  or  in  parifh  bufinefs. 
The  clerks  of  the  juftices  at  the 
public  offices  fhall  not,  upon  any 
pretences  or  colour  whatfoever, 
take  any  money,  or  other  recom- 
pence,  by  way  of  fee  or  reward, 
for  doing  the  bufinefs  of  a  clerk, 
under  a  penalty.  The  warrant, 
Sic.  of  a  juftice,  adting  within  the 
diftridt,  to  be  of  force  all  through 
it  (except  in  the  city  of  London) 
without  indorfement.  No  warrant, 
&c.  of  any  juftice,  adting  out  of 
the  diftridt,  to  be  of  force  within  it. 

Any  parochial  conftable,  water¬ 
man,  pat  role,  or  beadle,  guilty  of 
a  mifdemeanor,  negligence,  or  o- 
miffion,  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
duty  (for  which  no  penalty  is  fpe- 
cially  provided  by  this  adf)  may  be 
convidted  thereof  before  a  juftice, 
and  pay  a  penalty  not  exceeding  nor 
lefts  than  a  certain  fum. 

Complaints,  &c,  that  are  diredt- 
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ed  by  any  adf  to  be  heard  before 
the  next  juftice,  or  juftice  of  the 
divifion,  iliall  be  heard  at  the  pub¬ 
lic  office,  and  no  where  elfe,  except 
in  parifh  bufinefs,  and  except  fpe- 
ciai  bufinefs,  done  by  the  commit- 
iioners  at  their  office. 

Juftices  of  the  peace  to  give  no¬ 
tice  to  commiffioners  of  complaints, 
of  robberies,  &c.  and  of  commit¬ 
ments,  and  letting  to  bail  of  of¬ 
fenders,  and  fend  copies  of  exami¬ 
nations,  informations,  See.  And  no 
juftice  of  peace  to  admit  any  per- 
fon  to  become  king’s  evidence,  with¬ 
out  firft  acquainting  commiffioners, 
and  having  their  allent. 

As  often  as  any  riot  ftiall  happen, 
or  fhall  be  apprehended,  the  com¬ 
miffioners  may,  by  writing,  require 
the  affi dance  of  the  juftices  appoint¬ 
ed  at  the  feveral  offices  to  attend,  iti 
perfon,  with  parochial  conftables,, 
adling  within  their  divifions,  to  adt 
as  fhall  feem  beft  to  the  commif- 
fioners. 

Preamble  ftates,  44  That  for  car¬ 
rying  into  execution  the  good  pur- 
polcs  by  this  act  intended,  a  more 
frequent  feliion  fhould  be  holden. 
It  enadts,  That  the  feffion  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  of  gaol  delivery, 
and  of  the  peace  for  London  and 
Middlefex,  fhall  be  adjourned  from 
week  to  week,  and  for  no  longer 
time  ;  provided,  that  at  the  weekly 
feffion  of  the  peace,  no  bufinefs  fhall 
be  done  but  what  relates  to  indidt- 
ments  and  trials  for  treafon  and  fe¬ 
lony,  acceffaries,  receiving  of  fto- 
len  goods,  the  execution  of  this 
act,  and  the  vagrant  adt ;  and  all 
other  bufinefs  to  be  adjourned  to 
the  general  and  quarter  feffions. 
44  And  becaufe  too  frequent  an  at¬ 
tendance  of  the  judges  in  executing 
the  commiffion  of  Over  and  Ter¬ 
miner,  and  gaol  delivery,  is  incon- 
liftent  with  their  various  duties It 
fhall  be  lawful  k> r  the  king  to  ap¬ 
point 
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point  two  fit  and  fufficicnt  barri ti¬ 
ers  of  ten  years  Handing  at  the  bar, 
to  be  of  the  quorum  ;  in  fuch  com- 
millions,  one  of  them  to  attend 
every  week  at  the  Old  Bailey,  at  all 
fuch  times  as  the  judges  are  not 
there,  provided  that  this  (hall  not 
require  a  more  frequent  attendance 
of  the  judges. 

All  perform  charged  with  treafbn 
or  felony,  with  being  acc diary,  or 
receiving-  fiolen  goods  in  the  afore- 
laid  parifhes,  in  the  Borough  of 
Southwark  and  Surrey,  within  the 
diftrift,  {hall  be  i  n dieted  and  tried 
at  the  feffions  of  Oyer  and  Termi¬ 
ner,  and  gaol  delivery  for  Middle- 
fex,  as  if  the  offence  were  com¬ 
mitted  in  Middleiex.  Such  Bo¬ 
rough  prifoners  to  be  brought  to 
Newgate  and  Clerkenwell,  the 
keepers  of  which  are  to  receive  and 
keep  them,  till  delivered  by  due 
courfe  of  law,  the  fame  as  Mid¬ 
dlefex  prifoners.  All  recognizances 
for  trial  of  any  offence  committed 
within  the  diitrift,  and  to  be  tried 
at  the  faid  feffions,  are  to  be  condi¬ 
tioned  to  appear  at  the  next  weekly 
feffion. 

Then  follow  the  common  claufes 
about  levying  the  penalties,  actions 
on  the  aft,  &c.  and  the  revenue, 
(which  is  now  to  be  thrown  into 
another  bill)  among  which  is  a 
ihimp  upon  proceedings  before  juf- 
tices,  correfponding  with  the  pre- 
fent  fees  ;  and,  iaft.of  all,  a  claufe 
making  'he  duration  of  the  act  to 
be  only  for  one  year, 


A  Decree  of  the  King's  Council  of 
France ,  rcfpc fling  the  Importation 
of  certain  foreign  Goods  therein 
fpeefed ,  dated  July  the  i  ofh,  178  5 . 
Taken  from  the  Regijlcrs  of  the 
Council  of  State. 

The  king  having  ordered  to  be 
brought  before  him  in  his  council. 


the  decrees  of  the  5th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  and  28th  October,  1759,  by 
which  the  importation  of  foreign 
white  callicos  and  painted  linens 
had  been  permitted  into  the  fea- 
ports  and  other  places  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  upon  condition  of  paying 
the  duties  ordered  by  thefe  fame 
decrees,  and  afterwards  fixed  by  the 
decree  of  the  19th  of  July,  1760, 
his  majefty  found  that  on  one  fide 
the  circumftances  which  had  been 
the  motive  for  permitting  the  laid 
importation  fubiifted  no  more  fmee 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  new  India 
company  ;  and  that  on  the  other 
fide,  the  duties  .  which  had  been 
laid  with  a  view  to  proteft  the  na¬ 
tional  induffry  and  trade,  are  con¬ 
tinually  fruftrated,  by  counterfeit¬ 
ing  the  lead  marks,  or  the  certi¬ 
ficates,  and  by  the  unavoidable  ef¬ 
fects  of  fipuggling,  which  the  great 
number  of  places  open  for  the  faid 
importation  makes  it  impoffible  to 
prevent.  His  majefty  is  informed 
befides,  that  there  are  now  arrived 
in  fcveral  foreign  ports,  confider- 
able  cargoes  of  Eaft  India  goods, 
the  importation  whereof  would,  pro¬ 
duce  a  luperabundance  difpropor- 
tipnate  to  the  wants  of  his  people, 
and  as  hurtful  to  the  manufactories 
which  can  furnifh  thefe  kind  of 
goods,  as  to  the  imereti  of  the  com¬ 
pany  changed  to  fupply  the  king¬ 
dom  with  them.  Thefe  different 
copliderations  could  not  efcape  his 
majefty’s  attention,;  at  a  time  when, 
to  make  his  fubjefts  enjoy  all  thole 
advantages  which  the  return  of 
peace  promjfes  them,  he  is  particu¬ 
larly  occupied  with  the  means  of 
encouraging  their  induffry,  and  of 
propagating  the  extent  of  their 
trade,  and  reviving  their  manufac¬ 
tures,  the  fall  and  ruin  of  which 
has  been  can  fed  by  too  much  tole¬ 
rating  the  importation  of  foreign, 
goods.  Nothing  could  appear  to 

him 
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liim  more  definable  and  fultable  to 
his  own  principles  than  a  general, 
liberty,  which  freeing  from  all  kinds 
of  fetters  the  circulation  of  all  pro¬ 
ductions  and  goods  of  different 
countries,  would  make  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  as  it  were,  but  one,  in  point 
of  trade  ;  but  as  long  as  that  liber¬ 
ty  cannot  be  univerfally  admitted, 
and  every  where  reciprocally,  the 
intereft  of  the  kingdom  requires  of 
his  majefty’s  wifdom,  that  he  fliould 
exclude  from  it,  or  fuffer  to  be  im¬ 
ported  by  the  nation  only,  thofe  fo¬ 
reign  goods,  the  free  importation 
of  which  would  be  hurtful  to  his 
kingdom  and  manufactories,  and 
might  make  the  balance  of  trade  to 
be  again  It  him  ;  whereto  being  will¬ 
ing  to  provide,  having  heard  the 
report  of  Mr.  Calonne,  ordinary 
counfellor  of  the  royal  council  and 
general  comptroller  of  the  finances, 
the  king  being  in  his  council,  has 
ordered  and  orders  as  follows  : 

I.  The  decrees  of  the  king’s 
council  of  the  i  3  th  of  March  1 746, 
and  30th  of  July  1748,  forbidding 
the  importation  of  all  foreign  muf¬ 
fins  or  calliccs,  which  had  been  ab¬ 
rogated  by  the  decrees  of  the  15th 
of  September  and  28th  of  OCtober 
1739,  will  be,  from  the  date  of  the 
proclamation  of  this  prefent  decree, 
put  into  execution  in  their  due 
form,  notwithflanding  the  aforefaid 
abrogation  which  his  majefty  has 
made,  and  now  makes  null  and 
void  ;  therefore  the  importation  of 
all  white  or  raw  callicos,  and  alfo 
linens  and  callicos,  handkerchiefs, 
dimities,  and  nankeens,  fabricated 
either  in  the  Indies,  or  any  where 
elfe  abroad,  and  that  are  not  a  pro¬ 
duct  of  the  India  company’s  trade, 
or  brought  to  the  port  i’Orient  by 
the  fhips  of  thofe  owners  which  en¬ 
joy  the  permiiiion  mentioned  in  the 
1 2th  article  of  the  decree  of  the 
14th  of  April  lail,  fbail  be  and  re* 
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main  prohibited,  nor  can  hereafter 
the  laid  goods  be  admitted  at  the 
offices  of  Bayonne,  Havre,  Rouen, 
Nantz,  Port  Louis,  and  Bourdeaux ; 
Valenciennes,  St.  Dizer,  Pont  de 
Beauvoifon,  jougues,  Septemis,  and 
Low  City  of  Dunkirk,  to  pay  the 
duties  there. 

II.  The  fame  prohibition  extends 
likewife,  without  any  referve,  to  all 
foreign  painted  callicos,  either  dyed 
or  damped,  which  fhall  neither  be 
imported  nor  fold  in  the  kingdom, 
under  any  pretence  whatfoever,  and 
thofe  of  the  faid  painted  linens,  ei¬ 
ther  dyed  or  damped,  which  are  the 
produce  of  the  India  company’s 
trade,  or  of,  private  merchants,  till 
the  term  granted  them  by  decree  of 
the  14th  of  April  1785,  fhall  here¬ 
after  be  dored  at  I’Orient,  and  there 
be  fold,  upon  condition  of  being 
exported. 

III.  In  order  to  encourage  the 
manufactories  of  the  different  cloths 
or  duds  which  are  fabricated  in 
France,  and  likewife  the  national 
manufactories  of  lawn  and  gauze, 
and  to  facilitate  the  edablifhment  of 
thofe  of  muffin,  his  majedy  for¬ 
bids,  in  all  the  extent  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  the  lale  of  any  foreign  muf¬ 
fins,  driped,  checked,  or  brocaded, 
already  prohibited  by  preceding- 
laws,  and  fpecially  by  the  decree  of 
the  7th  ot  September  1764,  and 
alfo  all  kinds  of  foreign  gauzes  and 
lawns ;  nor  fhall  the  faid  goods 
mentioned  in  this  article  be  carried 
about,  fold,  or  retailed,  but  as  much 
as  they  have  the  marks  ordered,  to 
fhew  that  they  are  the  produce  of 
national  manufactories. 

IV.  The  prohibition  expreded  in 
the  foregoing  article  fhall  take  place 
in  one  year’s  time,  from  the  date  of 
this  prefent  decree,  during  which 
time  traders  may  fell  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  or  export  the  goods  the  fale 
whereof  is  forbidden  by  the  faid  ar¬ 
ticle. 
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tide,  after  which  time  the  propri¬ 
etors  of  the  faid  goods  fhall  no  more 
he  allowed  to  fell  or  export  them. 

V.  The  India  company  will  he 
authorized,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
faid  time,  to  requell,  whenever  they 
think  proper,  that  a  fearch  be  made 
(in  the  manner  that  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  king)  in  all  the  iiore, 
ware,  and  dwelling-houfes,  of  mer¬ 
chants,  retailers,  and  warehoufe- 
Iceepers,  to  know',  feize,  and  con- 
iifeate,  all  goods  that  fhould  be  con¬ 
cealed  therein,  contrary  to  the  dif- 
pofition  of  this  prelent  decree,  and 
in  which  cafe  the  eonfifeation  and 
the  fine  will  be  pronounced  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fmugglmg  laws,  without 
it  being  podible  that  any  agreement 
take  place,  between  the  parties,  con¬ 
cerning  the  faid  goods. 

VI.  Within  th  ree  months  after 
the  date  of  this  decree,  ail  mer¬ 
chants,  traders,  retailers,  andware- 
jhoufe -keepers,  fhall  be  bound  to  de¬ 
clare  to  our  excife  officers,  at  thofe 
offices  which  are  neareft  to  their 
dwelling-place,  the  quantity,  qua¬ 
lity,  and  kind  of  goods,  mentioned 
in  the  third  article,  that  they  are 
poffeffed  of ;  and  the  faid  officers 
ilia  11  repair  to  their  warehoufes,  to 
verify  their  reports,  and  fix  on  the 
goods  a  new  damp  with  thel'e  words, 
ii  Goods  tolerated  till  the  ioth  of 
Aug  lift  1786:”  after  thefe  three 
months,  all  goods  wanting  the  faid 
llamp  fhall  be  feized  and  confif- 
cated. 

VII.  All  goods  feized  and  con- 
fifeated,  for  being  contrary  to  the 
3d  and  6th  article  of  this  decree, 
fhall  be  carried  and  depofited  in  the 
warehoufes  of  the  India  company, 
there  to  be  fold  every  year  by  the 
directors,  upon  condition  of  export¬ 
ing  them,  and  the  produce  thereof, 
after  taking  off  one  third  for  the 
company’s  profit,  another  third  for 
the  dete&or,  in  cafe  there  has  been 


a  declaration,  fhall  be  given  to  the 
farmers -general,  for  gratifications 
and  rewards  to  thofe  who  fhall  have 
feized  them. 

VIII.  Any  per fon  convidted  of 
importing,  or  cauling  to  be  import¬ 
ed,  trading  in,  felling  or  retailing 
the  faid  goods,  or  of  counterfeiting 
the  marks  or  flumps,  his  warehoufe 
fhall  be  {hut,  and  interdidled,  he 
fhall  be  deprived  of  the  advantage 
of  becoming  a  bidder  at  the  com¬ 
pany’s  public  Tales,  and  beiides  con¬ 
demned  to  the  punifhments  ordered 
by  the  Smuggling  laws. 

IX.  If  any  merchants,  or  others, 
had  caufed  to  be  bought  abroad, 
and  can  prove  that  they  had  be- 
fpoke,  or  caufed  to  be  forwarded  to 
them  (before  this  decree  being  made 
public)  any  of  the  goods  prohibited 
therein,  the  faid  goods  will  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  pay  the  duties,  and  the 
officers  of  the  ordinary  offices  will 
put  on  them  the  damps,  for  which 
purpofe  the  India  company  will 
give  certificates  to  thofe  whofe  claim 
will  appear  to  be  juft  ;  and  fix  weeks 
from  the  date  of  this  decree  will  be 
allowed  them  to  import  the  goods 
defigned  in  the  certificates,  by  the 
ordinary  places,  which  delay  fliall 
not  be  lengthened  upon  any  account 
whatfoever. 

X.  His  majefty  orders  that  all 
tools  formerly  ferving  to  damp  fo¬ 
reign  goods,  with  thefe  words,  white 
caliicos,  or  foreign  painted  linens, 
in  the  ports  and  offices  mentioned 
in  the  /ft  article,  fliall  be  broke  and 
depofited  in  the  neareft  excife  offices 
within  two  months  from  the  date  of 
this. 

XI.  His  majefty  does  not  mean 
to  extend  this  prohibition  to  foreign 
blue  linens  ftriped,  checked,  dyed, 
painted,  or  damped,  for  the  Gui¬ 
nea  trade,  which  will  continue  to 
be  permitted,  according  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding  laws  concerning  them. 

XII.  The 


PUBLIC 

XII.  The  lieutenant  of  the  po* 
lice  at  Paris,  and  the  intendants  and 
commiffaries  of  the  different  pro¬ 
vinces,  are  the  perions  to  whom 
iliall  be  referred,  each  in  their  own 
provinces,  all  matters  of  contraven¬ 
tion  to  this  decree,  or  about  coun¬ 
terfeiting-  the  ftainps  ;  for  which 
matters  the  king  gives  them  full 
authority,  nor  are  any  other  judges 
or  courts  to  meddle  with  them  in 
it  ;  only  the  parties  may  appeal  to 
the  council,  but  meanwhile  their 
fentences  will  be  provilionally  exe¬ 
cuted. 


A  fecond  Decree  of  the  King  s  Coun¬ 
cil  of  France ,  dated  i  nth  o  f  July 
178(5.  Taken  from  the  Council's 
Regifers . 

The  king  having  ordered  that  an 
account  lliould  be  given  him  of  the 
complaints  addrefied  to  him  by  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  his 
kingdom,  concerning  the  prejudices 
ariiing  to  them,  from  the  open  fale 
of  foreign  goods,  and  chiefly  Eng- 
lifix  ones,  which  from  fafhion  and 
fancy  have  obtained  a  preference, 
dilcouraging  for  the  natural  induf- 
try,  and  the  more  intolerable,  as 
French  goods  are  prohibited  in  Eng¬ 
land  by  the  mo  ft  levere  laws ;  and 
his  majefty  having  caufed  to  be 
brought  before  him  thofe  decrees 
and  laws,  which  in  order  to  encou¬ 
rage  the  manufadtures  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  like\yife  by  the  motive  of 
a  juft  reciprocation,  have  forbid  the 
importation  of  certain  foreign  goods, 
and  lay  upon  others  confiderable 
duties,  the  payment  whereof  is  now- 
a-days  avoided  ;  his  majefty  has  ac- 
.  knowledgedthattheprobation  which 
he  owes  to  the  trade  of  his  fubjedts, 
requires  him  to  renew  thefe  differ¬ 
ent  laws,  and  to  preicribe  rules,  the 
more  efficaciouily  to  afeertain  the 
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execution?of  the  faid  laws  ;  he  has 
been  willing,  however,  that  the 
prohibitions,  the  objedf  whereof  is 
to  prevent  the  fale  of  foreign  goods, 
fhould  not  extend  their  effedt  fo  far 
as  to  deprive  thofe  of  his  fubjedfs, 
which  carry  on  no  trade,  of  the  li¬ 
berty  of  latisfying  their  tafte,  by 
caufing  to  be  fent  them  from  abroad 
objedts  newly  invented,  and  which 
they  would  think  to  be  of  a  better 
workmanfhip  than  thofe  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  thought  it  was  proper  to  lay 
on  the  faid  objects  duties  coniider- 
able  enough,  that  the  frequent  Im¬ 
portation  of  them  might  not  be 
hurtful  to  the  national  manufadfo- 
ries,  to  the  encouraging  whereof 
the  produce  of  the  faid  duties  fhall 
be  applied,  fo  that  the  enjoyers  of 
luxury  iliall  in  fome  manner  pay  a 
tribute  to  the  general  utility ;  where¬ 
to  being  willing  to  provide,  having’ 
heard  the  report  of  Mr,  Calonne, 
ordinary  counfellor  of  the  king’s 
council,  and  general  comptroller  ot 
the  finances,  the  king  being  in  his 
council,  has  ordered,  and  orders  as 
follows  : 

I.  All  foreign  goods  and  wares, 
the  importation  whereof  into  the 
kingdom  is  prohibited  by  laws  and 
decrees  publifhed  iince  the  year 
1687,  to  this  day,  fiiall  be  and  re¬ 
main  prohibited  from  all  entrances 
of  the  kingdom,  on  *h e  pains  de¬ 
clared  in  the  faid  laws, 

II.  All  goods  from  Englifh  ma* 
nufadtories,  but  thofe,  the  impor¬ 
tation  whereof  has  been  permitted 
by  the  decree  of  the  6th  of  Septem* 
ber  1 60  r,  or  others  fince,  a  lift  of 
which  (hall  be,  joined  to  this,  p re¬ 
fen  t  decree,  ftiall  continue  to  be 
prohibited  from  all  entrances,  of 
the  kingdom,  and  fpecially  all  kinds 
of  fadler’s  works,  hofiery,  woollen 
cloths,  and  hardwares,  upon  pain 
of  the  faid  goods,  being  confifcated, 
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and  of  being  fined  ten  thoufand 
livres. 

III.  His  majefty  forbids,  upon 
the  fame  pains,  the  importation  of 
all  poiifhfd  fteel  wares  (except  tools 
and  inftruments  fit  for  arts  and  ici- 
ences),  and  al fo  of  all  kinds  of  fo¬ 
reign  cryftal  and  glafs, 

I  V.  However,  his  majefty  allows 
thofe  of  his  fubjedls,  which  carry 
on  no  trade,  to  caufe  to  be  lent 
them  from  England,  or  any  other 
foreign  country,  but  only  for  their 
own  ufe  or  perfonal  confumption, 
thofe  objects,  the  importation  where¬ 
of  into  the  kingdom  is  forbid,  by 
afking  a  permit,  which  will  be  given 
them  by  the  comptroller  general  of 
the  finances,  upon  their  declaring 
the  quality  and  /'quantity  of  the 
goods,  and  of  the  office  through 
which  they  are  to  be  introduced, 
upon  condition  of  paying  to  the  chief 
of  the  general  farm  thirty  per  cent, 
of  their  value,  with  icd.  per  pound, 
according  to  the  rule  of  eftimation 
of  the  faid  goods,  which  lhall  be 
fent  by  his  ma  jelly’s  order,  to  all 
the  offices  through  which  the  intro- 
duftion  of  the  faid  goods  will  be 
permitted  ;  and  the  faid  goods  lhall 
be  forwarded  with  a  lead  llamp  from 
the  firft  office,  to  the  place  they  are 
intended  for. 

V.  His  majefty  intends  that  nei¬ 
ther  exemption  nor  moderation  of 
the  faid  duties  fliall  be  granted  to 
any  body  whatfoever,  or  of  what¬ 
ever  rank  of  quality  they  may  be, 
nor  upon  any  account  whatfoever. 

VI.  His  majefty  forbids  again,  as 
by  the  decree  of  the  6th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  lyor,  all  traders  and  mer¬ 
chants,  either  wholefalc  or  retail 
dealers,  in  the  cities,  and  all  other 
places  of  the  kingdom,  and  allb  all 
other  perlons,  to  offer  to  fale,  re¬ 
tail,  or  fell  in  any  manner  whatfo¬ 
ever,  any  of  the  faid  prohibited 
goods,  upon  pain  of  their  being 


confifcated,  and  of  being  fined  three 
thoufand  livres,  without  it  being 
polfible  to  remit  or  diminilli  the  faid 
fine. 

VII.  His  majefty  likewife  forbids 
expreffedly  all  merchants,  either  in 
the  cities  or  other  places  of  the 
kingdom,  to  have  on  their  fliop 
doors  the  name  of  WafehouJ'e  for 
KngliJJj  goods ,  or  goods  of  any  other 
country,  on  the  fame  pain  of  being 
fined  three  thoufand  livres,  and  of 
lofing  their  quality  and  privilege  of 
merchants  ;  and  ins  majefty  orders, 
on  the  fame  pains,  all  thofe  who 
fhould  have  fuch  infeription  on 
their  fhops,  to  caufe  it  to  be  erafed 
out  and  deftroyed,  in  a  week’s  time 
from  the  day  this  decree  is  publifh- 
ed,  without  any  farther  delay  ;  or-8 
ders  the  guards,  fyndi.es,  and  ad- 
joints  of  the  corporations  of  arts 
and  trades,  in  Paris  and  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  to  take  care  that  this  arti¬ 
cle  be  executed,  and  to  inform  the 
judges  of  the  police  of  the  contra¬ 
ventions  thereto. 

VIII.  The  prohibited  goods 
which  people  (contrary  to  this  de¬ 
cree)  fhould  attempt  to  import,  fell, 
or  circulate,  in  the  kingdom,  fliall 
be  feized  by  the  excife  officers,  and 
the  confifcation  thereof,  as  well  as 
the  fine  profecuted  before  the  lieu- 
nant  of  police,  and  before  the  in- 
tendants  and  commiffaries,  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  kind’s  or- 
ders  in  the  provinces  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  the  king  giving  to  each  of 
them  the  coo-nizance  of  all  con- 
traventions  to  this  decree,  fave  the 
appeal  to  his  council,  and  forbid¬ 
ding  all  other  courts  and  judges 
to  meddle  with  them. 

IX.  The  goods,  the  confifcation 
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whereof  fliall  have  b^-en  pronounc¬ 
ed,  fliall  be  immediately  after  fent 
with  a  lead  llamp,  and  with  a  war¬ 
rant  cocket  to  the  general  office  of 
prohibited  goods  ,  at  Paris,  where 
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they  fhall  be  valued  by  two  ap- 
praifers  chofen  for  that  purpole,  and 
then  half  of  the  price  thus  valued, 
granted  and  paid  in  ready  money 
to  the  officers  who  fliall  have  feized, 
without  any  part  thereof  being  kept 
from  them  ;  and  then  the  laid  goods 
fhall  be  exported,  and  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe  fent  back,  viz.  thofe  going  by 
the  name  of  white  goods,  merchan¬ 
dizes,  blanches,  to  the  port  of  TO- 
rient,  and  the  others  in  feme  of  the 
free  ports  of  the  kingdom,  where 
they  fliall  be  fold  in  the  month  of 
January  every  year,  by  public  fale, 
nor  fhall  they  be  reimported  into 
the  kingdom  upon  any  account ;  the 
profit  of  which  Tales  ihall  be  dii- 
pofed  of,  according  to  orders  of  his 
majefty,  after  taking  oft,  however, 
the  half  given  to  the  feizing  offi¬ 
cers,  and  the  expences  which  fhall 
be  taken  out  of  the  other  hair. 

T.  A.  P. 

Done  in  the  King’s  Council,  his 
Majefty  being  prefent,  held  at 
Vexlailles,  July  the  17th,  1785. 

(Signed) 

Baron  de  Breteuil. 


Declaration  of  the  King  of  Prujf  a , 
Augajl  23,  1785,  delivered  by  the 
Count  de  Luji  to  the  Marquis  of 
Carmarthen. 

The  king  believed  he  had  every 
reafon  to  expeCt,  that  the  court  of 
Vienna  had  given  up  all  thoughts 
of  an  exchange  of  Bavaria,  or  an 
acquifition  thereof  in  any  other 
manner,  after  fuch  an  acquiiition 
had  been  proved  to  the  faid  court 
to  be  inadmiffible,  in  the  conferences 
held  at  Braunau,  in  the  month  of 
September  j 778  j  after  the  faid 
court  had  renounced  all  its  preten¬ 
tions  on  Bavaria  by  the  peace  of 
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Tefchen,  and  had  become  itfelf,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  other  contracting 
and  mediating  powers  of  that  peace, 
guarantee  of  the  covenants  of  the 
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houfe  Palatine,  whereby  that  houfe 
is  not  allowed  any  alienation,  or, 
as  it  isexprelled,  “any  exchange  of 
its  poirelfions.”  His  majefty,  how¬ 
ever,  having  been  apprized  in  the 
month  of  January  of  the  prefent 
year,  by  the  duke  of  Deux  Fonts, 
that  the  court  of  Vienna  had,  not- 
withftanding  thefe  important  conii- 
derations,  propofed  to  that  prince 
an  exchange  of  the  whole  of  Bava- 
ria,  together  with  the  Upper  County 
Palatine  and  the  duchies  of  Neu- 
burg  and  Sulzbach,  for  a  part  of 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands  ;  his  ma¬ 
jefty  was  anxious  to  communicate 
his  uneaftnefs  on  that  account  to 
the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  as  guarantee 
of  the  peace  of  Tefchen.  The  an- 
fiver  which  her  imperial  majefty 
gave  to  the  king,  through  her  mi- 
nifter  prince  Dolgoroucki,  “  that 
afterthe  refufal  of  the  duke  of  Deux 
Pouts,  there  was  no  more  thought 
about  fuch  an  exchange,”  might 
have  been  a  fufficient  affurance  to 
the  king,  if  his  majefty  could  have 
been  equally  fecure  with  refpeCt  to 
the  intentions  of  the  court  of  Vi¬ 
enna.  But  that  court  has  too  evi¬ 
dently  fnewn,  by  the  fteps  taken  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  as 
well  as  by  the  fyftem  it  has  at  3II 
times  purfued,  that  it  cannot  bring 
itfelf  to  an  entire  renunciation  of 
the  projeCf  of  making,  .  fooner  or 
later,  an  acquiiition  of  Bavaria. 

The  faid  court,  after  having  in 
its  firft  circular  declaration  ditfimi- 
lated  the  exiftence  of  this  project, 
affiures  indeed  in  the  latter  an  inti¬ 
mation  of  the  declaration  of  the 
court  of  Ruffia,  that  it  never  em 
tertained,  nor  ever  fliould  entertain, 
the  ledft  thought  of  a  violent  pr 
forced  exchange  of  Bavaria.  But 
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tliis  diiHnc'vtion  between  forced  or 
voluntary  {hews  evidently  that  the 
court  of  Vienna  ftili  entertains  an 
idea  of  the  poffibility  of  a  barter  of 
Bavaria.  This  conjecture,  already 
ftrong  enough  in  itfelf,  is  too  well 
confirmed  by  the  alfertion  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  that  u  by  virtue 
of  the  peace  of  Baden  the  houfe  Par 
latine  has  full  liberty  to  exchange 
its  pofieirions.?}  It  is  true  the  i  8th 
article  of  the  peace  of  Baden  fays, 
that,  in  cafe  the  houfe  of  Bava¬ 
ria  finds  it  convenient  to  make  iome 
exchange  of  its  poffeifions  in  return 
for  others,  his  moil  Chriftian  ma- 
jefty  promifes  not  to  oppofe  the 
fame.”  It  follows  clearly,  how¬ 
ever,  from  this  very  article,^  that 
the  contracting  parties  did  not  mean 
thereby  to  allow  to  the  houfe  of 
Bavaria  any  thing  farther  than  a 
partial  exchange  of  fome  diilnCt  or 
piece  of  country  fuitable  to  its  in- 
tereft ;  but  it  certainly  was  not, 
nor  could  it  be  underftood  at  that 
time,  to  allow  a  total  exchange  of 
a  large  electorate  and  fief  of  the 
empire  (which,  being  under  the 
difpofition  of  the  Golden  Bull,  was 
not  at  all  liable  to  an  alteration  of 
this  nature),  which  would  have  too 
nearly  affeCtcd  and  overturned  the 
effential  conftitution  of  the  eleCto- 
ral  college,  and  even  the  integrity 
<of  the  whole  confederate  fyilem  of 
the  empire.  Admitting  even  that, 
by  the  peace  of  Baden,  the  houfe 
of  Bavaria  was  allowed  to  make  a 
partial  exchange,  fuitable  to  its  in¬ 
hered,  of  fome  part  of  its  pofief- 
iions,  this  power  has  fince  been  ab¬ 
rogated  by  the  eighth  article  of  the 
peace  of  Tefchen,  and  by.  the  fepa- 
rate  a£t  concluded  at  the  fame  time 
between  the  elector  Palatine  aiid  the 
duke  of  Deux  Ponts  ;  becaufe  the 
covenants  of  the  houfe  Palatine  of 
the  years  1766,  1771,  and  1774,  are 
jherein  renewed,  whereby  all  the 


pcfieffions  of  the  houfe  of  Bavaria 
Palatine  are  charged  with  a  perpe¬ 
tual  and  inalienable  fideicomis.  The 
ancient  pragmatic  land  ion  of  that 
houfe,  concluded  at  Pavia  in  the 
year  1329,  is  likewife  referred  to 
therein,  whereby  that  whole  illuf- 
trious  houfe  has  bound  itfelf  never 
to  exchange  nor  otherwife  alienate 
the  leaft  part  of  its  poffeifions.  Now 
as  the  peace  of  Tefchen,  together 
with  all  its  feparate  ads,  is  under 
the  guarantee  of  the  king-  and  the 
elector  of  Saxony,  as  principal  con¬ 
tracting  pat  ties  of  that  peace,  like¬ 
wife  under  the  guarantee  of  the 
two  mediating  powers,  the  courts 
of  Rulfia  and  France,  and  the  whole 
empire  ;  it  follows,  therefore,  that 
no  exchange  of  Bavaria  whatever 
can  any  more  take  place  without 
the  confent  and  concurrence  of  the 
powers  juft  mentioned  ;  and  efpeci-^ 
ally  not  without  the  intervention  of 
the  king  and  all  his  co-eftates  of  the 
empire,  whole  effential  intere.fi  it  is 
that  this  great  and  important  duchy 
of  Bavaria  fliould  remain  with  the 
houfe  Palatine;  becaufe  it  muft  be 
linking  to  every  body,  that,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  geographical  and 
political  difpropoftion  between  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands  and  the  whole 
of  Bavaria,  the  transferring  of  fo 
large  and  fine  a  country  to  the 
houfe  of  Aufiria,  and  thereby  round¬ 
ing  as  it  were  the  Auftrian  monar¬ 
chy  (which  already  preponderates 
too  much),  would  take  aw'ay  all  ba¬ 
lance  of  power  in  Germany ;  and 
the  fecurity,  as  well  as  the  liberty, 
of  all  theftates  of  the  empire,  wr>uld 
only  depend  upon  the  diferetion  of 
the  houfe  of  Aufiria.  It  ieemsthat 
tills  g  reat  and  powerful  houfe  ought 
to  be  contented  with  its  vail  monar¬ 
chy,  and  not  to  think  any  more  of 
an  acquifitionfo  alarming,  not  only 
to  Germany,  but  likewife  to  all 
Europe.  - 
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H  It  fiiould  likewife  remember, 
that,  in  the  barrier  treaty  of  1715*1 
it  has  pr'omifed  to  the  maritime 
powers  never  to  alienate  any  part  of 
the  Netherlands  to  any  prince  but 
of  its  own  hoit  i'e ;  a  flip  illation 
which  cannot  be  let  afide  without 
the  conlent  of  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties.  The  king  cannot  therefore  but 
be  perfuaded  by  all  that  has  been 
advanced,  that  the  court  of  Vienna 
will  not  very  loon,  or  perhaps  ne¬ 
ver,  give  -up  the  project  of  making, 
fooner  or  later,  an  acquifttion  of 
Bavaria,  by  fome  means  or  other, 
and  that,  according  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  manifefted  ftill  in  its  -latter  cir¬ 
cular  declaration,  it  referves  to  it- 
felf  yet  the  poftibility  and  power 
thereof.  His  majefty  thought  he 
could  not  in  this  cafe  do  lefs  for  his 
own  fecurity,  as  well  as  for  that  of 
the  whole  empire,  than  to  propofe 
to  his  co-eftates,  to  enter  into  an 
aiTociation  conformable  to  all  the 
fundamental  confHtutions  of  the 
empire,  namely,  th^peace  of  Weft- 
phalia,  and  to  the  capitulations  of 
the  emperors,  and  founded  upon 
the  example  of  all  centuries,  tend¬ 
ing  only  to  preferve  the  prefent  and 
legal  confutation  of  the  empire,  to 
maintain  every  member  thereof  in 
the  free  and  tranquil  enjoyment  of 
his  rights,  hates,  and  poffeffions, 
and  to  oppofe  every  arbitrary  and 
illegal  enterprize,  contrary  to  the 
fyftem  of  the  empire.  His  majelly, 
having  met  with  the  fame  fenti* 
ments  in  the  moft  ferene  electors  of 
Saxony  and  of  Brunfwick  Lune- 
bourg,  has  juft  now  concluded  and 
figned  a  treaty  of  union  with  them  ; 
which  treaty  is  not  offenhve  againft 
any  perfon,  nor  any  way  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  dignity,  rights,  and  pre¬ 
rogatives,  of  his  majefty  the  empe- 
tor  of  the  Romans,  and  which  has 
abfolutely  nothing  for  its  object,  but 
to  maintain  the  conftitutional  fyftem 
1785. 
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of  the  empire,  and  the  obj efts  juft 
mentioned  ;  and  which  therefore 
cannot  give  the  leaft  uneaftnefs  to 
the  court  of  Vienna,  if  that  court 
has  the  fame  views  and  intention 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  laid  fy¬ 
ftem,  as  there  is  rsafoh  to  expect, 
and  as  is  indeed  expected,  from  the 
greathefts  of  foul,  and  loyalty  of  the 
head  of  the  empire;  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  king,  as  an  elebtor 
and  prince  of  the  empire,  and  as 
one  of  the  contracting  parties,  and 
guarantee  of  the  peace  of  Weftpha* 
lia  and  Tefchen,  has  an  inconte li¬ 
able  right  to  conclude  with  his  co- 
eftates  of  the  empire  fitch  a  confti¬ 
tutional  and  inofFenlive  treaty. 

The  king  having  engaged  in  a 
War  to  prevent  the  exchange  and  all 
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farther  difmemberment  of  Bavaria 
(which  war  was  put  an  end  to  by 
the  peace  of  Tefchen),  his  majefty 
has  hereby  acquired  a  right  and  a 
particular  and  permanent  interest® 
oppofe  any  exchange  of  Bavaria, 
prefent  and  future  ;  and  in  doing 
this  by  fuch  meafures  as  are  con¬ 
formable  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
tothofe  of  the  German  empire,  his 
majefty  only  fulfils  his  obligations 
and  rights,  without  provoking  the 
diftatisfadtion  or  reproach  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  and  without  giv¬ 
ing  any  juft  caufe  to  attribute  to 
him  any  often  five  views  or  fteps  a- 
gainft  that  court.  The  king  could 
not,  therefore,  but  be  in  fome  mea- 
fare  affected  and  furprifed,  when 
informed  that  the  court  of  Vienna 
exclaimed  againlt  this  union  in  its 
declarations,  publicly  addreffed  to 
all  the  courts  of  Europe,  and  of  the 
empire,  endeavouring  even  to  give 
to  the  (aid  treaty  an  odious  colour. 

His  majefty  believes  not  to  have 
given  the  ieaft  caufe  for  fUch  a  pro-' 
deeding  ;  but  rather  to  have  merit¬ 
ed  more  juftice  for  his  open,  patri¬ 
otic,  and  difiitferefted  condudt,  as 
(N)  well 
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well  before  as  after  the  peace  of 
Tefchen,  in  what  regards  Bavaria 
and  the  houfe  Palatine.  His  ma- 
jeft.y  will  not  imitate  the  manner  a- 
dopted  in  the  faid  declaration  :  he 
will  take  fpecial  care  not  to  recri¬ 
minate.  He  will  fatisfy  himfelf 
with  appealing  to  the  teitimony  of 
the  electors  and  princes  of  the  em¬ 
pire-,  who  will  atteft,  that,  without 
any  fuggeftion  or  accufation  what¬ 
ever,  he  has  confined  himfelf  to 
evince  to  them  the  inadmillibility 
and  danger  of  any  exchange  of  Ba¬ 
varia,  and  ,to  propofe  to  them  to  en¬ 
ter  into  fuch  a  confiitutional  treaty, 
as  may  be  laid  before  the  whole 
world.  To  remove  every  doubt  a- 
bout  the  purity  of  the  intentions  of 
the  king*  and  the  jufiice  of  the  iieps 
he  has  taken,  his  majefty  thinks  it 
his  duty  to  make  the  conclusion  of 
this  treaty,  and  the  motives  which 
occafioned  it,  known  to  the  princi¬ 
pal  powers  of  Europe,  w  ho  are  any 
way  concerned  about  the  welfare  of 
the  German  empire,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  its  fyftem.  The  king 
has  done  this  by  the  prefent  decla¬ 
ration,  which  he  would  not  fail  to 
communicate  like  wife  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  lliajefty,  as  a  mark  of  his 
confidence  and  attention,  and  of  his 
defire  to  fecure  himfelf  the  fuf- 
frage  of  his  Britannic  majefty  ; 
though  he,  as  elector  of  Brunfwick 
Lunenburg,  has  himfelf  already 
concurred  in  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  ;  and  has  thereby  given  in¬ 
dubitable  proof  how  much  his  fen- 
timents  coincide  with  thole  of  the 
king  about  the  neceflity  of  the  faid 
treaty,  and  the  objedts  which  gave 
occafion  to  it. 

The  king  is  particularly  happy 

to  have  added  thefe  new  tics  tp  the 

friendfhip  and  intimacy  which  has 

already  for  fo  long  a  time  fub lifted 

between  the  two  ro\  al  houies,  and 
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to  entertain  with  his  Britannic  ma« 
jelly  the  fame  fentiments  for  the 
welfare  of  the  German  empire  as 
their  common  country,  and  for  the 
fupport  of  a  fyftem,  which  has  an 
eflential  influence  upon  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  red  of  Europe. 

Berlin ,  Aug*  2  3,  1785. 


Anfiver  delivered  by  the  Marquis  of 
Carmarthen  to  Count  Lujl ,  in  con - 
fe quenc e  of  the  preceding  Commu¬ 
nication, 

The  king  has  received  with  plea- 
fure  the  communication  which  count 
Lull  has  made,  by  order  of  his 
Pruflian  majefty,  to  lord  Carmar¬ 
then,  of  the  fentiments  of  his  faid 
majefty  reflecting  the  treaty  ligned 
at  Berlin  the  23d  of  July,  in  the 
concluding  of  which  the  king  him¬ 
felf,  in  his  electoral  capacity,  was 
pleated  to  concur. 

The  lively  intereft  which  his 
Pruliian  majefty  never  ceafes  to  take 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Germa¬ 
nic  conftitution,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  rights  of  every  member 
of  the  empire,  cannot  but  deferve 
the  greateit  praife  from  tliofe  powers 
who  are  true  friends  to  the  profpe- 
rity  and  well-being  of  that  relpedt- 
able  confederation  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  court  of  London 
is  eager  to  render  this  juftice  to  the 
patriotic  views  of  his  Pruliian  ma¬ 
jefty,  it  flatters  itfelf  that  the  mea- 
fures  of  precaution,  which  the  three 
electoral  courts  have  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  take,  may  never  become  ne- 
ceffary,  by  any  attack,  either  diredt 
or  indirect,  upon  the  acknowledged 
rights  of  the  Germanic  body  ;  but 
that,  for  the  future,  the  molt  folid 
harmony  may  be  re-eftablifhed,  and 
the  molt  lincere  confidence  for  ever 
fubfiit,  between  the  aliguft  chief  and 

the 
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the  illustrious  numbers  of  the  em¬ 
pire. 

St.  James1 Sept*  9,  i  7  B 5  ^ 


Letters  between  Captain  Stdnhope ,  of 
the  Mercury  Man  of  War*  and 
Governor  Bowdom  of  IS  oft  on* 

Mercury ,  B ofon-h arbour •, 
Aug.  1 ,  1 785. 

Sir, 

I  arn  forry  to  be  obliged  to  re- 
prefent  to  your  excellency,  the  con¬ 
tinued  intuits  and  dilgracetul  in¬ 
dignities  offered  by  hundreds  in  this 
town  to  me  and  my  officers,  which 
hitherto  we  have  taken  no  notice  ot, 
nor  of  the  illiberal  and  indecent 
language  with  which  the  newipa- 
pers  have  been  filled  ;  nor  fhoitld  I 
have  troubled  you  now,  had  1  not 
been  purified,  and  my  life,  as  well 
as  that  of  one  of  my  officers,  been 
endangered,  by  the  violent  rage  of 
a  mob,  yefferday  evening,  without 
provocation  of  any  fort. 

I  trull  it  is  needlefs  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  excellency,  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  may  difcover  the 
ringleaders,  and  bring  them  to  pub¬ 
lic  juftice,  as  well  as  protect  us  from 
farther  inlult. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  Excellency’s 

mod  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Bow  do  in* 

Commonwealth  of  Maffachufetts ,  Bo- 
Jlon ,  Aug*  1,  17 85. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  this  date  is  noW 
before  me.  It  is  a  great  misfortune 
that  the  fubjeds  or  citizens  of  dif¬ 
ferent  countries,  which  have  been 
at  enmity,  cannot  ealily  recover 
that  degree  of  good  humour  which 
fhould  induce  them  to  treat  each 


other  with  proper  decorum,  tvbeft 
the  governments,  to  which  they  re- 
fpedively  belong,  have  entered  into 
a  treaty  of  amity,  and  fheathed  the 
fword.  But  you  muff  have  oblbrV* 
ed,  that  diffurbances,  ariiirtg  from 
this  fource,  too  frequently  hap¬ 
pen,  specially  in  populous  lea-port 
towns. 

If  you  have  been  mfulted,  and 
your  life  has  been  endangered,  iii 
manner  as  you  have  rep  relented  to 
me,  I  muff  inform  you  that  out 
laws  afford  you  ample  finis  faction# 
Foreigners  are  entitled  to  the  pro-* 
tedion  of  the  law  as  well  as  amen* 
able  to  it,  equally  with  any  citi* 
zen  of  the  United  States,  while 
they  continue  within  the  jurifdic* 
tion  of  this  commonwealth* 

Any  learned  practitioner  in  thd 
law,  if  applied  to,  will  diced  yoti 
in  the  mode  of  legal  procefs  in  thd 
obtaining  a  redrefs  of  injury,  if  yoil 
have  been  injured  ;  and  the  judi* 
ciary  court  will  caufe  due  enquiry 
to  be  made  touching  riotous  arid 
unlawful  affemblies  and  their  miff* 
demeanors,  and  inflift  legal  punifli* 
ment  on  iuch  as,  by  verdict  of  & 
jury,  may  be  found  guilty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir* 
your  moft  obedient  humble  Vervaftt * 

To  Captain  Stanhope * 

Mercury,  B of  0 n -harbour^ 

Aug*  2,  1785* 

Sir, 

When  I  had  the  hofioitr  of  ap* 
plying  to  your  excellency  to  dif* 
countenance  the  difgracerul  attack§ 
made  upoh  me  and  the  officers  of 
his  Britannic  inajeffy’s  Ehip  Met* 
cury,  under  my  command,  and  td 
afford  u's  your  protection,  it  was  up* 
on  your  poiitive  afflt ranee  to  that 
effed,  in  their  prefence,  1  feffed 
my  hope*  How  much  yoiU*  con# 
dud  contradicts  bju'th  that  and  inp 
(N  i)  G 
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expectation  is  too  obvious  either  to 
fatisty  me,  or  even  do  credit  to  your- 
felf  ;  for  your  excellency  mu  ft  ex¬ 
cuse  me  when  I  remark,  that  I  ne¬ 
ver  received  a  letter  fo  infulting  to 
my  fenfes,  as  your  anfwer  to  my 
requilition  of  yeferday.  I  am 
however  happv  in  finding-  a  much 
better  difpoiition  in  the  firftelafs  of 
inhabitants,  whole  affiftance  I  am 
glad  to  acknowledge  as  the  more  ac¬ 
ceptable,  after  your  apparent  eva- 
fion  from  the  fubfiance  of  my  let¬ 
ter  ;  and  however  well  informed 
your  excellency  may  believe  vour- 
fe If,  upon  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of 
nations  in  fimilar  cafes,  allow  me  to 
allure  you  there  is  not  one,  no  not 
even  the  ally  of  thefe  States,  that 
would,  not  moll  feverely  reprobate, 
either  the  want  of  energy  in  go¬ 
vernment,  or  the  difincliifation  of 
the  governor,  to  corredl  fuch  noto¬ 
rious  infults  to  public  characters,  in 
which  light  only  we  can  defire  to  be 
received. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  Excellency’s 
moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  bis  Excellency  Governor  B ovodoin* 

Captain  Stanhope, 

Your  letter,  dated  the  fecond 
inftant,  was  delivered  to  me  by 
your  lieutenant  Mr.  Naili,  at  four 
o’clock  this  afternoon. 

I  hereby  let  you  know,  that  as 
the  letter  is  conceived  in  terms  of 
infolence  and  abvife,  altogether  un¬ 
provoked,  I  (hail  take  fuch  mea¬ 
sures  concerning  .it,  as  the  dignity 
of  my  ftation,  and  a  juft  regard  to 
the  honour  of  this  commonwealth, 
connected  with  the  honour  of  the 
United  States  in  general,  fiiali  re¬ 
quire.  '• 

*  B  oft  on ,  Aug .  3,  1785, 

6  0\%ckt  m: 


Tier  cur  yy  Nantaftcct-road,  Aug*  3ft 
1785,  half  pa  ft  12,  A .  M* 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  honour 
of  your  excellency’s  letter,  this  mo¬ 
ment  received,  and  have  to  allure 
you,  1  fiiali  mo  cheerfully  fubmit 
to  the  worft  confequences  that  can 
arilefrom  our  correfpondence,  u  hich 
I  do  not  conceive,  on  my  pait,  to 
have  been  couched  in  terms  of  ei¬ 
ther  infolence  or  abufe,  which  i$ 
more  than  I  could  venture  to  fay  ot 
your’s  ;  and  however  exalted  your 
excellency’s  ftation  is,  I  know  not 
of  any  more  refpectable  than  that 
I  have  the  honour  to  fill. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  Excellency’s 
moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  bis  Excellency  Governor  Bowdoin* 


Addre/s  of  the  Jufticcs  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia ,  to  the 
Honourable  Beniamin  Franklin- 
LL.D . 

The  jttftices  of  the  city  and  coun« 
ty  of  Philadelphia,  imprefied  with 
the  moft  lively  fenfe  of  your  great 
and  extraordinary  fervices  to  the 
United  States,  and  this  ftate  in  par¬ 
ticular,  approach  you  with  the 
higheft  veneration  and  refpedt.  We 
are  happy-,  Sir,  in  having  it  in  our 
power  lincerely  to  congratulate  you 
upon  your  return  to  a  city,  whofe 
inhabitants  with  pleafure  recognize 
the,  numberlefs  inftances  of  your 
wifdom,  patriotiftn,  and  benevo* 
lence.  Our  cordial  afpirations  are, 
that  it  may  pleafe  God  to  difpenfe 
to  you  every  felicity  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  your  days,  and  to  make 
them  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of 
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this,  and  the  other  ftates  of  t  he 
union. 

In  behalf  of  thejudices, 
Plunkett  Fleeson,  Preiident. 
Sept.  17,  1  78  5. 

To  which  the  Debtor  returned  the 
following  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  very  feniible  of  the  honour 
done  me  by  your  kind  congratyla- 
tions  on  my  fafe  return  to  our  coun¬ 
try. 

.  To  find  it  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  peace  and  liberty,  makes  me 
edeem  the  day  of  my  arrival  among 
the  happieft  of  my  life. 

•  That  its  p refen t-  felicity  in 'good 
laws,  faithfully  executed  by  a  vir¬ 
tuous  magidracy,  may  be  long  con¬ 
tinued,  is  one  of  my.  mod  fervent 
prayers, 

B.  Franklin. 


Letter  fro?n  the  King  of  Prufia  to 

the  States- General,  Sept.  1 7,  178;;. 

High  and  mighty  lords,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  good  friends  and 
neighbours,  &c. 

We,  Frederick,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  king  of  Pruflia,  margrave  of 
Brandenbourg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

After  having  communicated  to 
vour  high  mightineifes  our  uneaii- 
nefs  and  intention,  by  our  ample 
letter  of  the  29th  of  February,  of 
the  laft  year,  refpebting  the  dif- 
agreeable  Situation  for  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  of  the  lord  hereditary  fladt- 
holder  prince  of  Grange  and  Naf- 
fau  ;  and  having  received  on  that 
head,  on  the  part  of  your  high 
mightineifes,  by  your  aufwer  of 
Augud  31,  of  the  fame  year,  al- 
fu ranees  fo  agreeable  refpebting  that 
affair,  we  did  hope  that  thele  cir- 
cumllances  would  not  have  taken 
place  any  more  ;  but  on  the  con- 
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trary,  that  the  faid  lord  hereditary 
ftadtholder  would  have  been  left  in 
the  quiet  exercife  of  his  incontefl- 
able  prerogatives,  appertaining  to 
his  dignity  of  hereditary  ffadt- 
holder. 

But  fince  we  learn  the  contrary, 
and  even  fome  very  unfavourable 
advices  from  fome  of  the  provinces 
of  your  high  mightineifes,  this  has 
excited  us  to  difpatch  to  the,  lords 
dates  of  the  province  of  Holland 
and  WeflbFrieiland  a  letter,  of  which 
a  copy  is  inclofed. 

Being  convinced  of  your  high 
mightineifes’  love  of  equity,  and 
of  your  affebtion  for  the  houfe  of 
Orange  and  Naffau,  wrhich  has  me¬ 
rited  it,  in  all  the  States  of  the 
United. Provinces,  we  mod  earned- 
ly  pray  your  high  mightineifes,  by 
the  prefent,  as  a  neighbour  and 
friend,  to  interpofe  in  th  prefent 
difagreeable  events,  and  that  you 
will  addrefs  wiih  zeal  both  the  lords 
fates  of  Holland  and  Wed  Frief* 
land,  and  the  fates  of  the  other 
provinces,  where  neccffary,  in  or¬ 
der  that  the  lord  hereditary  itadt- 
holder  may  peaceably  enjoy  the 
rights  belonging  to  him  heredita¬ 
rily  ;  that  thofe  taken  from  him 
may  be  redored,  and  that  a  perfebt 
harmony  may  be  re~edablidied. 

Thus  we  recommend  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  in  the  mod  ferious  manner  to 
your  high  mightineff  s,  the  welfare 
and  interefs  of  the  lord  hereditary 
dadtholder,  of  our  dear  niece,  and 
of  their  family,  which  gives  fo  much 
hopes  ;  that  your  high  mighrineifes 
therefore  will  vouchsafe  to  take  into 

<2* 

deliberation,  and  make  the  lords  of 
the  refpebiive  dates  condder,  that 
we  cannot  be  indifferent  refpebting 
the  cruel  and; unmerited  fate  of  pei> 
fons  fo  nearly  related  to  us  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  we  drnll  watch 
over  the  prefervation  oi  the  welfare 
due  to  them,  and  to  which  we  ought 
(N  3)  '  ’  tq 
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to  contribute  by  every  poffible 
yneans.  To  that  eifeft  we  equally 
prefent  our  impartial  mediation,  in 
quality  of  friend  and  neighbour, 
and  with  the  beff  intentions. 

We  hope  to  fee  in  confequence, 
that  our  bell:  wifhes  will  be  fulfilled 
in  that  refpeft  ;  and  in  this  expec¬ 
tation  we  remain  at  times  af¬ 
fectionate  to  your  high  mightine ties 
$s  a  friend  and  neighbour. 

fierUn^Sept,  18,  FREpERiCK, 

178  5. 

Finckenstein. 

And  underneath  Hertsrerg. 


.J[n  fiver  o  f  the  States  of  Holland  and 
Weft  Friejland  to  the  foregoing 
Fetter* 

jVloft  high  and  mod  ferene  Lord 
and  King, 

We  have  received  in  due  time  the 
letter,  4aied  the  18th  of  September 
lad,  with  which  your  majelly  has 
been  pleafed  to  favour  us.  It  was 
with  the  liveliefti  fatisfaction  We 
found  therein  repeated  affirmances 
of  yqur  good  will  and  fnendfhip 
towards  the  republic,  of  which  our 
province  conftitutes  the  principal 
part.  We  know  too  well  how  to 
prize  them  both  not  to  fet  a  proper 
value  on  fuch  favourable  difpofi- 
tions,  and  in  the  mean  time  teftify 
pur  gratitude  in  the  mod  folcmn 
manner,  our  moil  ardent  wifli  being 
that  the  republic  may  long  contir 
nu^  to  enjoy  fo  valuable  a  blelfing  ; 
but  the  purer  our  defire  is  to  cul¬ 
tivate  them,  the  more  fenfibly  were 
we  affedled  at  finding  by  your  let¬ 
ter,  that  one  of  the  principal  mo¬ 
tives  that  occafioned  its  being  writ¬ 
ten,  is  grounded  on  the  information 
given  to  your  majefly,  tending  to 
insinuate,  not  only  that  W9  meant 

to  deprive  the  prince  of  Orange  of 


a  right  that  might  belong  to  his 
quality  of  hereditary  ftadtholder 
and  captain-general ;  but  alfo  that, 
from  the  date  of  affairs  in  this  pro¬ 
vince,  it  appeared,  that  the  real  in- 
'tention  was  to  wreft  from  the  faid 
prince  fucceffively  the  mod  efi'en- 
tia]  and  important  privileges  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  ftadtholderfhip,  fo  as  to 
leave  him  the  bare  title  and  mere 
fhadow. 

As  far  as  fuch  informations  are 
confined  to  a  vague  and  general 
datement  of  the  real  fa<5h,  it  is  hard¬ 
ly  poffible  for  us  minute  y  to  exa¬ 
mine  and  enquire,  whether  with¬ 
out  our  knowledge  and  againd  our 
will  any  attempt  has  been  made 
here  or  there,  which  might  be  hint¬ 
ed  at  by  fo  undetermined  an  expo- 
fltion  ;  but  of  this  we  can  allure 
your  majefty,  with  that  frank  cor¬ 
diality,  vouched  to  by  that  love  for 
juft  ice  which  you  are  pleafed  to 
acknowledge  in  us,  that,  however 
fenfible  we  are  of  the  neceiiity  that 
enforces  the  putting  an  effectual 
drop  to  feveral  abules  and  encroach¬ 
ments,  which  only  tend  to  the  de¬ 
triment  of  the  country  ;  and  al¬ 
though  we  cannot  refufe  our  con¬ 
currence  to  red  refs  fuch  grievances ; 
vet  we  never  have  confeuted,  nor 
fhall  at  any  time  futfer,  that  any  re¬ 
gulation  be  adopted  contrary  to  our 
legal  and  permanent  con  dilution,  or 
derogatory  to  the  lawful  rights  of 
the  hereditary  dadtholder,  or  of 
any  other  pehfon.  We  flatter  our- 
felves,  fire,  that  the  fin  cere  afi'ur- 
ances  we  here  give  to  your  majefty 
will  fully  fulhcje  -to  do  away  the  un¬ 
favourable  impreffions,  which  may 
have  been  the  confequences  of  er¬ 
roneous,  and,  as  it  appears,  entirely 
vague  information,  hoping  that  your 
majefty  likewife  will  not  conlider, 
from  what  hath  been  faid  more  par¬ 
ticularly,  as  we  conjecture  from 
your  letter,  our  refolution  of  the 

8th 
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8th  of  September  as  an  adt  levelled 
againft  the  acknowledged  and  in- 
contedablc  rights  of  the  faid  dadt- 
holder,  as  we  can  mod  pofitively 
aver,  that  neither  the  contents  nor 
meaning  of  the  (aid  refolution  accord 
even  in  the  lead  article  with  what 
hath  been  reprefented,  or  have  any 
tendency  thereto. 

Nothing  but  our  regard  for  your 
majefty  could  induce  us  to  enter 
into  thefe  explanations ;  though, 
this  condderation  fet  aiide,  were  it 
poidble  to  difcufs  the  fubjedt,  we 
Ifrould  have  dronger  realons  to  drew 
our  concern  at  the  thoughts  which, 
to  all  appearance,  have  been  fug- 
geded  to  your  majedy,  concern¬ 
ing  the  aforefaid  refolve  ;  as  fuch 
thoughts  tend  to  make  it  doubtful, 
whether  we,  who  are  beyond  dil- 
putc  inveded  with  the  fovereignry 
over  this  province,  have  a  right, 
for  our  own  fafety,  and  in  order 
to  reprefs  the  civil  commotions 
which  our  own  eyes  have  witnefled, 
to  authorife  and  empower  the  adem- 
bly  of  our  deputies  (whofeduty  and 
department  it  is  to  look  to  fuch  mat¬ 
ters,  and  at  whofe  deliberations  the 


prince  of  Orange  has  a  right  to  af- 
fift)  to  call  in  the  military  garri- 
foned  in  this  place,  conliding  mad¬ 
ly  of  our  own  guards,  and  to  form 
fuch  detachments  as  might  reftore 
public  order  and  tranquillity. 

We  cannot  therefore  fufpedt  the 
prince  of  having  conveyed  fuch  in¬ 
formation,  to  complain,  as  it  were, 
to  your  majedy  againft  us,  fincewe 
mud  fuppofe  in  the  prince  too  clear 
a  knowledge  of  our  conditution, 
and  too  great  an  attachment  to  the 
relations  which  it  gives  him  to 
to  imagine  him  capable  of  hav- 


us 


ing  taken  a  Hep,  which,  in  our  opi¬ 
nion,  would  give  birth  to  a  fydem 
tending,  if  once  admitted,  to  leave 
us  nothing  more  than  the  empty 
name,  the  very  fhadow  of  love- 
jeignty. 
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With  a  monarch,  who,  like  you, 
fire,  duly  edimates  the  rights  infe- 
parable  from  l'overeign  power,  we 
fhould  certainly  forfeit  all  claim  to 
that  regard  and  edeem  which  your 
majefty  is  pleaded  to  exp  refs  for  us, 
if,  inliead  of  watching  with  the  ut- 
mod  care  over  thole  prerogatives 
which  incontedably  belong  to  us, 
we  were  to  fuffer  them  to  be  weak¬ 
ened  by  any  kind  of  arrangement 
relative  to  one  or  the  other  parts 
thereof.  This  reafon  gives  us  catife 
to  red  allured  that  the  prince  of 
Orange  will  himfelf  acknowledge 
our  fydem  of  government,  and  be 
convinced  that,  as  we  again  repeat 
if,  we  are  incapable  of  failing  in 
regard  to  him,  in  any  part  of  that 
judice  and  equity  by  which  we  con- 
dantly  endeavour  to  diftinguifh  our 
government ;  having  nothing  more 
at  heart  than  to  multiply  the  falu- 
tary  effedts  which  a  due  and  juft 
difeharge  of  the  high  offices  en- 
truded  to  that  prince,  both  in  the 
republic  at  large  and  this  province 
in  particular,  are  calculated  to  pro¬ 
duce  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the 
country  and  its  inhabitants. 

As  to  the  red,  we  beg  leave  to 
refer  your  majedy  to  the  letter  writ¬ 
ten  with  our  eonfent  by  the  dates- 
general,  on  the  30th  of  Auguft, 
1784,  to  the  contents  of  which  we 
fully  and  readily  fubferibe.  Per¬ 
mit  us,  lire,  to  recommend  the  re¬ 
public  and  this  province  to  your 
royal  friendlhip.  We  have  the  ho* 
nour  to  be,  & c. 


Resolutions  of  the  City  of  London , 
in  Common  Half  ref  peel  ing  the 
Shop  Tax,  Nov,  4,  1785. 

CfcARK,  Mayor. 

In  a  Meeting  or  Affembly  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery¬ 
men  of  the  leveral  Companies  o£ 
the  City  of*London,  in  Common 
(N  4)  .  Hail 
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Hall  afTemblgd,  at  the  Guildhall 

of  the  laid  City,  or  Friday  the 

4th  Day  of  November,  1785. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  it  is 
the“  indifpenfable  duty  of  every  li¬ 
veryman  of  this  city  to  protect,  by 
every  conftitutional  exertion,  the 
general  intereft  of  his  fellow-citi¬ 
zens. 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That 
thofe  interefts  are  infeparably  con¬ 
nected  with,  and  entirely  dependent 
upon,  the  trade  of  the  metropolis. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  eve- 
ijy  meafure  which  tends  to  fubvert 
this  invaluable  foundation  of  our 
trade  and  fubfiftence,  is  not  only  in 
the  high  eft  degree  unwife,  and  impo¬ 
litic  on  the  part  of  government, 
from  whence  it  proceeds,  but  fuch 
as  calls  for  the  exercife  of  every 
legal  endeavour,  on  the  part  of  the 
citizens,  to  refill  and  oppofe  to  the 
titmoft, 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the 
fhop-tax  is  precifely  fuch  a  meafure 
as  is  defended  in  the  preceding  re- 
folution,  and  that  therefore  the  op- 
pofition  to  it  is  a  point  in  which  all 
deferiptions  of  men  ought  to  unite, 
and  with  which  party  prejudices 
ought  to  have  no  concern  ;  and 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  confci- 
entious  citizen  to  join,  as  againflan 
impoft  not  only  partial  and  inequit¬ 
able  in  its  principle,  but  in  the 
higheft  degree  dangerous  and  op- 
preffive  in  its  operation. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
therefore  we  moft  earneftly  recom- 
?nend  to  our  fellow-fubjeCls  at  large 
ftrenuoufly  to  perfevere  in  the  ex¬ 
ertion  of  every  conftitutional  means 
for  obtaining  a  repeal  of  that  moft 
opprelfive  ad  ;  and  to  unite  in  one 
firm,  ft  her,  and  deliberate  opinion, 
as  to  the  neceffity  of  the  immedi¬ 
ately  adopting  fuch  meafures  as  may 
afford  a  rational  expedition  of  fe- 
pyiity  to  their  trade,  and  a  well- 

T 


grounded  hope  for  the  return  of 
public  profperity. 

4 

[The  above  refolutions,  and  four 
more  of  thanks,  were  ordered  to 
be  figned  by  the  town-clerk,  and 
publifhed  in  all  the  papers  ] 


Definitive  'Treaty  of  Peace  betvecen 

the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the 

States  General,  Nov.  8,  1785. 

I.  There  {hall  be  perpetual  peace, 
and  a  conftant  and  fincere  frlend- 
fliip  between  his  imperial  majefty, 
his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  ana  their 
high  mightineffes  the  ftates  general 
of  the  united  provinces,  their  eftates, 
provinces,  and  countries,  and  their 
refpedive  vaffals  and  fubjects. 

II.  The  treaty  concluded  at 
Munfter,  January  30,  1648,  fhall 
be  the  bafts  of  the  prefent  treaty  ; 
and  all  the  ftipulations  of  the  faid 
treaty  of  Munfter  fhall  be  p refer v- 
ed,  in  as  much  as  they  fhall  not  be 
affeded  by  the  prefent. 

III.  It  fhall  be  allowed  hereaf¬ 
ter,  to  the  two  contrading  powers, 
to  make  fuch  regulations  as  they 
fhall  think  advifable  for  the  com¬ 
merce  and  cuftoms  of  their  refp.ee* 
tive  eftates. 

IV.  The  limits  of  Flanders  fhall 
remain  the  fame  as  at  the  conven¬ 
tion  in  the  year  1664,  and  if  any 
difficulty  fhall  arife,  owing  to  the 
obfeurity  of  time,  it  fhall  be  fettled 
one .  month  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratification,  by  commiffanes, 
named  by  each  of  the  contrading 
parties,  to  adjuft  it.  It  is  more¬ 
over  agreed,  that  it  fhall  he  fettled 
in  a  manner  to  be  deemed  recipro¬ 
cally  advantageous. 

V.  The  high  contrading  powers 
reciprocally  engage  not  to  conftrud 
any  forts,  or  ered  any  batteries 
whofe  fhot  will  reach  from  the  one 
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to  the  other ;  and  to  demolifo  thofe 
which  are  already  co  nit  raided  in 
that  manner. 

VI.  Their  hi  eh  mightinefles  fliall 
caufe  to  be  regulated,  in  the  mod 
convenient  manner,  and  to  the  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  of  the  emperor,  the  flood¬ 
ing  of  the  waters  ' in  his  majefty ’s 
dominions  in  Flanders,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Maefe,  in  order  to 
prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  in¬ 
undations.  Their  high  mightinefles 
alfo  confent,  that  to  that  end  there 
fliall  be  made  ufe  of,  under  a  rea¬ 
sonable  rent,  the  neceflary  land  un¬ 
der  their  government.  The  Unices 
which  fliall  be  conftrudled  for  that 
purpoie  on  the  territories  of  the 
ffates  general,  fliall  remain  under 
their  Sovereignty  ;  and  they  fliall 
not  be  conftrudted  in  any  place 
which  will  obftrucl  a  defence  of 
their  frontiers.  The  moll  conve¬ 
nient  Situations  for  the  Said  fluices 
fliall  be  reSpediively  named  in  the 
Space  of  one  month  after  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratification  by  com- 
miflaries,  who  fliall  alfo  agree  for 
thofe  which  are  to  be  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  both  powers. 

VII.  Their  high  mightinefles  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  full  right  of  abso¬ 
lute  and  independent  Sovereignty  of 
his  imperial  majefty  over  all  the  part 
of  Scheldt,  from  Antwerp  to  the 
limits  of  the  country  of  Saftingen, 
conformable  to  the  line  drawn  in 
1664.  The  ffates -general  renounce, 
in  confequence,  the  right  of  levy¬ 
ing  any  tax  or  impoft  on  that  part 
of  the  Scheldt ;  alfo  from  inter¬ 
rupting,  in  any  manner,  the  navi¬ 
gation  and  commerce  of  his  impe¬ 
rial  majefiy’s  Subjects.  The  reft  of 
the  river  beyond  the  line,  drawn 
from  the  Sea,  fliall  continue  under 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  ffates -gene¬ 
ral  ;  alfo  the  canals  of  the  Sas,  the 
Swin,  and  the  other  neighbouring 
mouths  of  the  Sea,  conformable  to 
the  treaty  of  Munfter. 


VIII.  Their  high  mightinefles 
fliall  evacuate  and  demolish  the  forts 
of  Kruifehans,  and  of  Frederick 
Henry,  and  fliall  cede  the  territo¬ 
ries  to  his  imperial  majefty. 

IX.  Their  high  mightinefles, 
willing  to  give  to  the  emperor  a  new 
proof  of  their  defire  to  eftablifli  the 
moft  perfect  intelligence  between 
the  two  countries,!  confent  to  eva¬ 
cuate  and  Submit  to  the  discretion, 
of  his  imperial  majefty,  the  forts 
of  Lillo  and  Liefkenfcftoek,  with 
the  fortifications  in  their  prefent 
condition ;  the  ffates -general  re¬ 
serving  to  themfelves  the  right  of 
withdrawing  the  artillery  and  am¬ 
munition  of  all  forts. 

X.  The  fulfilling  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  articles  fliall  take  place  .fix 
weeks  after  the  exchange  of  the  ra¬ 
tification. 

XI.  His  imperial  majefty  re¬ 
nounces  the  pretenfions  he  had 
formed  upon  the  banks  and  villages 
of  Bladel  and  Rcufel. 

XII.  Their  high  mightinefles  re- 
nounce,  011  their  part,  all  preten¬ 
fions  on  the  village  of  Foftel,  it 
being  underftood  that  the  revenues 
of  the  abbey  of  Poftel,  Secularized 
by  the  ftates-general,  cannot  be  re-, 
claimed. 

XIII.  There  fliall  be  named,  in 
the  term  of  one  month  after  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratification,  commif- 
faries  to  Survey  the  limits  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  and  to  agree  on  each  part  of 
the  exchanges  that  can  be  made  for 
their  mutual  advantage. 

^  XIV.  Fils  imperial  majefty  re¬ 
nounces  all  the  rights  and  preten¬ 
fions  which  he  had  formed,  or  can 
form,  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of 
1763,  upon  the  village  of  Maeitricht, 
the  county  of  Vroenhoven,  the 
banks  of  St.  Servas,  and  the  coun¬ 
try  beyond  the  Maefe. 

XV.  Their  high  mightinefles 
fhallpay  to  his  imperial  majefty  the 
fum  of  nine  millions  five  hundred 
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thoufand  florins,  in  the  current 
money  of  Holland.  .■ 

XVI.  Their  high  mightiness 
having  declared  their  intentions  to 
indemnify  fuch  of  his  imperial  ma* 
jelly’s  fubjedts  who  have  Differed  by 
the  inundations,  engage  to  pay  to 
his  imperial  majefly,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thon- 
fand  florins. 

XVII.  The  payments  of  the 
firms  ftipulated  by  the  two  preced¬ 
ing  articles,  iliali  be  made  in  the 
manner  following  ‘ Three  months 
after  the  ratification  of  the  prelent 
treaty,  the  Oates-general  will  caufe 
to  be  paid  into  the  imperial  treasury 
of  Bruflels,  the  fum  of  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  Dutch  flo¬ 
rins  ;  and  every  fix  months  after,  a 
like  fum,  till  the  whole  is  complet¬ 
ed.  Thcfe  payments  not  to  be 
flopped  or  fufpended  under  any 
pretext  whatfoever. 

XV 111.  Their  high  mightinefles 
cede  to  his  imperial  majefly  the  ban 
of  Aulnc,  lituated  in  the  country 
of  Dahlem,  and  its  dependencies  ; 
the  lordlhip  of  the  ban  of  Blegny- 
le*Trembleur,  with  St.  Andre  ;  the 
lordlhip  of  Teneur,  lordlhip  of  Bom¬ 
bay  e  ;  the  city  and  cafrle  of  Dahlem, 
with  its  appurtenances  and  depen¬ 
dencies,  except  Ooft  and  Cadier. 

XJX.  In  exchange  for  the  cef- 
flons  in  article  XVIII.  his  imperial 
majefly  cedes  to  their  high  mighti- 
nelfesthe  lordfhips  of  Viex-Fauque- 
mont,  Schin  on  the  Guele,  Strucht, 
with  their  appurtenances  and  de¬ 
pendencies  ;  the  lordlhip  of  Schaef- 
burgh,  with  its  dependencies  ;  the 
limits  of  Auftrian  Fauquemont,  in 
which  is  fituated  the  convent  of  St. 
Gertach,  and  the  villages  of  Ob- 
bicht  and  Papenhoven,  with  their 
dependencies,  lunate  in  Auftrian 
Gueldres.  His  majefly  renounces 
all  his  pretenfions  to  that  part  of 
the  village  of  Schimmert,  named 


Le  Bies,  with  that  part  of  the  di¬ 
ll  ridt  which  has  always  furnifhed 
its  contingent  to  their  high  raighti- 
nefles.  His  imperial  majefly  alfo 
renounces  his  pretenfions  on  thole 
parts  of  the  heaths  and  lands  de¬ 
manded  on  the  hides  of  Haerlem, 
on  thofe  of  Ubach,  Broutfen,  and 
Simplevelt  ;  referving,  neverthe- 
lels,  that  the  fubjects  of  his  impe¬ 
rial  majefly  (hall  have  free  liberty 
of  communication  and  pafiage 
through  all  toll-houfes  and  other 
barriers  on  the  great  road  which 
runs  through  the  limits  of  the  bar 
of  Kerkeureadt,  as  the  fubjeefts  of 
their  high  mightinefles  fhail  like- 
wife  be  allowed  the  fame  liberty 
through  the  reft  of  the  road  to  the 
country  of  Ter  Hyde. 

XX.  For  the  cefiion  of  the  forts 
Lillo  and  Liefkenfhoek,  the  em¬ 
peror  cedes  all  the  rights  he  may 
have  to  the  villages  sailed  of  Re¬ 
demption,  except  three,  viz.  Fa- 
lais,  Argenteau,  and  Hernial,  which 
their  high  mightinefles,  on  their 
parts,  give  up,  and  engage  not  to 
raife  the  Redemption  money,  as 
his  majefly  alfo  engages  not  to  do 
in  the  ftipulated  villages. 

XXI.  Jt  fhail  be  free  for  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  countries  recipro¬ 
cally  ceded,  to  quit  them,  or  to 
flay,  and  they  Hull  have  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion. 

XXII.  XXIII.  Their  high  migh¬ 
tinefles  give  up  to  the  emperor  all 
their  rights  to  the  village  of  Ber- 
neau,  in  the  country  of  Dahlem, 
which  was  not  included  in  the  par¬ 
tition  of  the  country  beyond  the 
Maefe  in  r66i,  and  a  village  in 
the  country  of  Fauquemont,  alfo 
not  included  in  the  faid  partition, 
is  ceded  to  the  republic. 

XXIV.  In  a  month’s  time  after 
the  ratification,  commiftioners  fhail 
be  appointed  to  regulate  the  limits 
of  the  country  bevond  the  Maefe. 

■  *  XXV,  It 
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XXV.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  pe¬ 
cuniary  debts  between  hate  and 
hate  are  annulled,  and  what  regards 
private  people  is  to  be  fettled  by 
commiffioners. 

XXVI.  In  a  month  after  the  ra¬ 
tification..  commiffioners  fhall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fix  the  juft  contingent  to 
be  furnifhedin  future  by  the  ftates- 
general  towards  the  amount  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  ancient  charges  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  which  commiffioners  fhall  be 
obliged  to  finifh  that  work  in  one 
year,  and  in  the  mean  time  things 
are  to  remain  upon  their  old  foot¬ 
ing. 

XXVII.  The  two  high  contrac¬ 
ting  parties  renounce,  without  any 
refer ve,  all  farther  pretenfions  that 
the  one  may  have  againft  the  other. 

XX V  III.  His  Chriftian  majefty 
is  requeued  by  both  parties  to  be¬ 
come  guarantee  to  this  treaty. 

XXIX.  This  treaty' fhall  be  rati¬ 
fied  by  bis  imperial  majefty  'find 
their  high  mightineffes,  and  ex- 

O  O  q 

changed  in  fix  weeks,  ft  poffible, 
from  this  dav. 

j 

Signed, 

(L.S.) 

Comte  de  Mercy  d’Argenteaxi. 

(L.S) 

Estevenon  de  Berkenrode. 

(L.S.) 

Gerard  Bransten. 

And  as  plenipotentiary  of  his 
Chriftian  ma  efty, 

(L.  S.) 

Comte  de  Vergennes. 

To  this  definitive  treaty  a  fepa- 
rate  convention  was  added,  con¬ 
taining  nine  articles  concerning 
certain  arrangements  and  condi¬ 
tions. 

Article  I.  II.  III.  and  IV.  regard 
the  rights  to  raife  men  in  the  places 
reciprocally  ceded. 

V.  The  officers  and  others  on 
duty  in  the  country  of  Dahlern  fhall 


have  pennons  at  the  charge  of  the 
country. 

VI.  The  major  and  the  greffier 
of  the  town  and  high  court  of  Dab- 
lem,  as  alfo  of  the  lordfhips  ceded 
to  his  imperial  majefty,  who  are  not 
continued  in  their  employments* 
final  1  receive  a  reafoiiable  compen* 
fation,  or  have  the  liberty  of  fell* 
ing  their  places,  under  the. appro* 
bation  of  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands,  which  fhall  alfo  be 
obferved  on  the  part  of  their  high 
mightineffes. 

VII.  The  places  which  have  been 
reciprocally  ceded  fhall  be  deliver¬ 
ed  up  without  any  expence  to  the 
country. 

VIII.  This  regards  the  ceffions 
with  refpeef  to  which  every  thing 
is  to  be  done,  according  to  the  treaty 
of  partition  of  1661. 

IX.  This  is  relating  to  the  con*- 
vent  on  refpecting  the  convent  of 
St.  Gerlach,  belonging  to  the  places 
ceded  to  their  high  mightingftes  in 
the  1 6th  article. 

This  convention  to  be  added  to 
the  treaty,  and  to  be  of  the  fame 
value. 

Agreed  the  8th  of  November, 
and  hgned  by  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  contracting  parties  and  gua¬ 
rantee. 


Treaty  of  Alliance  between  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  and  the  States 
General ,  Nov.  b,  1785,. 

I.  There-  fhall  be  a  fincere  and 
conftant  friendfhip  and  union  be* 
tween  his  Chriftian  majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries. 
For  which  purpofe  the  high  con* 
trading  parties  will  be  moil  parti* 
cularly  careful  that  nothing  fhall 
occur  in  their  refpedive  eftates  to 
difturb  the  laid  harmony,  and  fo  fat 
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from  committing  any  aft  of  hofti- 
lity,  on  any  account  whatever,  that 
they  will  do  every  thing  for  the  re¬ 
ciprocal  fupport  of  their  mutual  ho¬ 
nour  and  advantage,  Si c. 

II.  The  Chrifiian  king  and  the 
flates-general  promife  to  contribute 
all  in  their  power  to  their  refpeftive 
lecurity,  and  to  preferve  themfelves 
in  tranquillity,  peace,  and  neutra¬ 
lity,  as  alfo  the  aftual  pofleffion  of 
all  their  efiates,  domains,  franchises, 
and  liberties,  and  to  proteft  each 
other  from  any  hollile  attack  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  ;  and  in  order 
the  more  poiitively  to  fix  the  extent 
of  the  guarantee  with  which  his 
majefty  has  charged  himfelf,  it  is 
exprefly  llipulated,  that  itfliall  com¬ 
prehend  the  treaty  of  M under  of 
1648,  and  of  Aix-la  Chapelle  of 
1 748,  except  the  derogations  which 
the  laid  treaties  have  undergone,  or 
may  undergo  in  future. 

III.  In  confequence  of  the  a- 
bove  engagement,  the  contracting 
parties  fliall  unite  for  the  p  refer  va- 
tion  of  peace,  and  in  cafe  either  of 
them  are  threatened  with  an  attack, 
the  other  fit  all  ui'e  his  good  offices 
to  prevent  hoflilitics. 

IV.  But  if  the  faid  good  offices 
fliall  prove  ineffeftual,  his  Chrifiian 
majefly  and  their  high  mightineffes 
engage  from  this  time  to  affiit  each 
other  both  by  fea  and  land,  for 
which  purpofe  his  Chrifiian  majefly 
flrall furnifli  the  Hates -general  with 
10,000  men  infantry,  2000  men  ca¬ 
valry,  iz  fail  of  the  line,  and  fix 
frigates ;  and  their  high  mighti- 
rfefles,  in  cafe  of  a  marine  war,  or 
in  cafe  his  majefly  fliall  meet  with 
any  hoflilitics  by  fea,  fliall  furnifli 

.  iix  Chips  of  the  line  and  three  fri¬ 
gates  ;  and  in  cafe  ol  an  attack  up¬ 
on  the  French  territory,  the  Hates- 
general  faall  furnifli  their  contin¬ 
gent  of  troops  in  money,  which 
fhall  be  cftimated  by  a  feparatc  arti¬ 


cle  or  convention,  unlefs  they  pre¬ 
fer  furnifliing  them  in  kind ;  the 
etl.ima.te  to  be  made  on  the  footing 
of  5000  men  infantry,  and  1000 
men  cavalry. 

V.  The  power  which  fnrnifhes 
the  fuccours,  whether  in  fnips  or 
men,  fliall  pay  and  fupport  them, 
wherever  they  may  be  employed- by 
the  ally,  and  whether  the  Blips  or 
troops  remain  a  long  or  a  fliort  time 
in  the  ports  of  the  party  requiring 
the  fuccours,  the  laid  party  is  to 
furnifh  them  with  what  they  may 
want,  at  the  fame  rate  as  if  they  be¬ 
longed  to  them ;  neverthelels  the 
faid  Blips  and  troops  are  not,  in  any 
refpeft,  to  be  maintained  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  requiring  party,  al¬ 
though  they  are,  during  the  whole 
war  in  which  the  faid  party  may  be 
engaged,  to  be  entirely  at  their  dif- 
polal,  and  under  the  command  of 
their  own  chief,  but  in  all  opera - 
<•  tions  to  be  entirely  under  command 

J 

of  the  chief  of  the  requiring  party* 

\  I.  The  Chrifiian  king  and  the 
flates-general  engage  to  keep  the 
Chips  and  troops  complete  and  well 
armed,  infomuch  that  as  loon  as  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  powers  may  have  fur- 
niflied  the  required  fuccours  ftipu- 
lated  in  the  4th  article,  they  Biall 
eaufe  a  number  of  Blips  and  frigates 
to  be  armed  equal  to  what  they  have 
furnifhed,  to  be  ready  to  replace 
fuch  as  may  be  lofl  by  the  accidents 
of  war  or  the  fea. 

VII.  I11  cafe  the  Bipulated  fuc-v 
cours  fliall  be  infufficient  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  requiring  party,  and  to 
procure  a  proper  peace,  they  fliall 
be  augmented  according  to  the  ne- 
ceiftties  of  the  requiring  party ; 
nay,  the  contracting  parties  fliall 
affiit  each  other  with  oil  their  forces 
if  neceffary  ;  but  it  is  agreed  that 
at  any  rate  the  contingent  of  troops, 
to  be  furnifhed  by  the  flates-general 
fliall  not  exceed  20,000  men  in  tan- 
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fry,  and  4000  men  cavalry,  and  the 
reserve  made  in  the  IVth  article  in 
favour  of  the  dates -general  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  land  forces  ihall  remain 
in  force. 

VIII.  When  a  marine  war  ihall 
be  declared,  in  which  neither  of  the 
contrafling  powers  have  any  part, 
they  ihall  mutually  guarantee  to 
each  other  the  liberty  of  the  feas  in 
conformity  to  the  principle  of  Pa - 
tvillon  Ami  Jaime  Marchandife  Ernie- 
mie,  excepting  however  ail  thole 
exceptions  contained  in  the  XIXth 
and  XXth  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  ligned  at  Utrecht  on  the 
1 1  th  of  April  1713,  between  F ranee 
and  the  United  Provinces,  which 
articles  ihall  have  the  fame  force 
and  value  as  if  they  were  inferted 
word  for  word  in  the  prefent  treaty. 

IX.  if  (which  G-od  forbid)  either 
of  the  two  contracting  parties  ihall 
be.enp-as.ed  in  a  war,  in  which  the 
other  ihall  be  obliged  to  take  a  di¬ 
rect  part,  they  ihall  concert  toge¬ 
ther  the  moil  effectual  means  of  an¬ 
noying  the  enemy,  and  oblige  him 
to  make  peace  ;  and  neither  of  them 
Ihall  have  power  to  difarm,  to  make 
or  receive  propofals  of  peace  or 
truce,  without  the  confent  of  the 
other  ;  and  if  a  negociation  ihall  be 
opened,  it  ihall  not  be  begun  and 
followed  by  either  of  the  parties, 
Without  the  participation  of  the 
other,  and  they  ihall  make  each 
other  acquainted  with  all  that  paifes 
in  the  faid  negociation. 

X.  The  two  contracting  parties, 
with  a  view  efficacioufly  to  fulfil  the 
engagements  of  this  treaty,  agree 
to  keep  their  forces  at  all  times  in  a 
good  date,  and  they  ihall  have  li¬ 
berty  to  require  of  each  other  all 
the  eclaircillement  on  that  fubjed 
they  think  neceifary  ;  they  ihall 
communicate  to  each  other  the  date 
of  defence  in  which  their  military 


are,  and  concert  thepropereft  means 
to  provide  for  the  fame. 

XI.  The  two  parties  ihall  faith¬ 
fully  communicate  to  each  other  the 
engagements  which  ex  id  between 
them  and  other  powers  of  Europe, 
which  are  to  remain  untouched,  and 
they  promife  not  to  contract  any 
future  alliance  or  engagement  what- 
ever,  which  Ihall  be  diredly  or  in- 
directly  contrary  to  the  prefent 
treaty. 

XII.  The  object  of  the  prefent 
treaty  having  not  only  the  fecurity 
and  tranquillity  of  the  two  contract¬ 
ing  parties  in  view,  but  alio  the 
maintenance  of  general  peace,  his 
Chriftian  majedy  and  their  high 
mightinefTes  have  refer?  cd  to  them- 
felves  the  liberty  to  requeft  luch 
other  powers  to  join  the  faid  treaty 
as  they  may  judge  nec diary. 

XIII.  In  order  the  .{from  or  to- 
cement  the  good  intelligence  and 
union  between  the  French  and 
Dutch  nations,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
two  high  contracting  parties  Ihall 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
that  the  fubjeds  of  the  republic 
Ihall  be  treated  in  France,  relative 
to  trade  and  navigation,  as  the  mod 
favoured  nation,  and  that  thediib- 
jeds  of  his  Chriftian  majedy  ihall 
be  treated  the  fame  in  the  United 
Provinces, 

XIV.  The  folemn  ratifications 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  in  good  and 
due  form,  Ihall \  be  exchanged  at 
Verfaiiles  between  the  high  con- 
trading  parties  in  the  fpace  of  fix 
weeks,  or  fooner  if  poiiible,  from 
the  date  of  the  figning  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty. 

In  faith  of  which,  we  the  under¬ 
written  ambaffadors  and  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  have  fet  our  hands  and 
feals  to  the  prefent  treaty. 

Done  at  Fontainbleau,  Nov.  10, 
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Signed, 

(L.  S.)  Gravies.  Comte  ds 
Vergennes. 

(L<  S.)  Lestevenon  de  BER¬ 
GEN  RODE. 

(L.  S.)  Gerard  Brae  stem* 

SEPARATE  ARTICLES, 

I.  In  cafe  the  requiring  party 
wiQies  to  employ  the  fuccour  de¬ 
manded  out  of  Europe,  he  is  to  give 
the  other  party  the  earlieft  notice, 
and  at  lead  a  time  of  three  months, 
that  meafureak  may  be  taken  accord¬ 
ingly, 

II.  In  confequence  of  the  4th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance,  the 
two  parties  have  agreed  that  1000 
men  infantry  fb all  be  valued  at 
10,000  Dutch  florins,  and  1000 
men  cavalry  at  30,000  florins  per 
month. 

III.  By  virtue  of  the  contracted 
alliance,  both  parties  fhall,  as  much 
as  poilible,  further  their  mutual 
prolperity  and  advantage,  by  ren¬ 
dering  each  other  every  affi  dance, 
both  in  counfeland  fuccours,  upon 
all  oceafions,  and  not  agree  to  any 
treaties  or  negociations  .which  may 
be  detrimental  to  each  other,  but 
fhall  give  notice  of  any  fuch  nego¬ 
tiations,  &c.  as  foon  as  they  are 
propofed. 

IV.  It  is  exprefly  agreed,  that 
the  guarantee  ftipulated  in  the  2d 
article  of  the  Treaty  figned  this  day 
fhall  comprehend  the  arrangement 
made  through  the  mediation  of  his 
Chriflian  majefty  between  the  em¬ 
peror  and  the  United  Provinces. 

V.  Thefe  feparate  articles  have 
the  fame  force  and  value  as  if  they 
were  incorporated  in  the  faid  'Treaty 
of  Alliance. 

Signed  this  day.  In  faith  of 
Which,  &c. 

Signed  as  the  Treaty. 


IMemorial  delivered',  after  the  forego* 
ing  Treaties  were  figned ,  by  Sir 
James  Harris ,  Envoy  Extraordi, 
nary  and  Mlnlfer  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Court  of  London ,  in  a 
Conference  with  the  Hebdomadary 
P  ref  dent  of  the  States- General, 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

The  king  cannot  but  exprefs  the 
molt  finccre  wifli,  that  the  means 
purfued  by  your  high  mightinefles 
to  conciliate  the  differences  with  the 
emperor,  may  fecure  a  ^eace  upon 
a  laiting  and  permanent  bails  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers. 

His  majefty  takes  with  pleafure 
this  opportunity,  atnidft  the  public 
tranquillity,  to  renew  to  your  high 
mightinefles  the  flrongeft  aflu  ranees 
of  thofe  fentiments  of  friendfliip 
and  good-will  towards  the  republic, 
which  ever  animated  his  majefty,  as 
well  as  the  Britifh  nation. 

Such  fentiments  are  equally 
founded  on  the  remembrance  of  the 
eflential  afliftance,  which  the  two 
countries  have  formerly  mutually 
afforded  to  each  other,  in  order  to 
fecure  their  liberty,  independence, 
and  religious  worfhip,  as  on  the 
natural  and  permanent  intereft, 
which  ought  at  all  times  to  incline 
both  nations  to  the  moll  perieft 
friendfliip. 

In  fa£t,  whether  we  attend  to  the 
evils,  which,  from  the  local  11  tu  at  ion 
of  the  two  countries,  mu  ft  unavoid¬ 
ably,  and  in  a  very  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  affedt  them  during  a  war,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  their  deareft  con¬ 
cerns,  both  in  political  and  com¬ 
mercial  matters  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  world,  or  whether  due  at¬ 
tention  be  paid  to  the  folidity,  wThich 
a  good  underftanding  between  the 
two  powers  might  give  to  their  re- 
fpeclive  fettlcments,  to  trade,  and 
to  the  prefervation  of  a  general 
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peace,  it  will  clearly  appear  that 
prudence  and  found  policy  muft  in¬ 
vite  them  to  a  clofer  union. 

Yet,  if  your  high  mightineffes 
are  of  opinion,  that,  on  account  of 
the  civil  diffenlions  which,  for  fome 
time,  have  unfortunately  prevailed 
within  the  republic,  to  his  majedy ’s 
great  concern,  the  prefent  time  is 
ill  l'uited  to  the  fettling  of  the  mu¬ 
tual  interells  of  both  nations,  an 
object  ever  prefent  to  his  majedy,  it 
is  hoped,  at  leaf),  that  your  high 
mightineffes,  after  fuch  afTurances 
from  the  king,  and  all  his  majedy ’s 
friendly  difpofitions  towards  the  re¬ 
public,  will  think  it  fuitableto  your 
wonted  wifdom  not  to  be  drawn  in 
to  accept  of  any  engagements  which 
might,  at  any  time,  betray  you  into 
a  fyftem  contrary  to  that  rectitude 
which  hath  ever  guided  his  majelly, 
or,  by  making  you  fwerve  from  the 
folid  balls  of  an  independent  neu¬ 
trality,  raife  infuperable  obdacles  to 
the  renewal  of  an  alliance  between 
the  two  powers,  when  time  and  cir- 
cumdances  may  prefent  it  to  your 
high  mightineffes  as  a  matter  of  ne- 
ceifity  and  mutual  conveniency. 

It  is  by  the  exprefs  command  of 
his  rnajeily,  that  the  underwritten 
has  the  honour  of  fuggeftingto  your 
high  mightineffes  thefe  reflexions, 
fo  falutary  in  their  object,  truding 
that  you  will  pay  to  them  that  at¬ 
tention  which  the  importance  of  the 
matter  requires. 

(Signed)  J.  Harris. 


Proceedings  of  the  Congrefs  of  Ame¬ 
rica ,  on  the  Arrival  of  a  Brit  if/? 
Conful  General ,  Dec.  2,  1 7 85. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af 
fe  misled,  Dec.  2,  1785. 

The  fecretary  of  the  United  States 
for  the  department  of  foreign  af- 

~<£iirs,  to  whom  was  referred  his  let- 
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ter,  of  the  24th  of  November,  to 
his  excellency  the  president,  with 
J*  Temple’s  commiflion,  having  re¬ 
ported,  that  John  Temple,  efq. 
had  prefented  to  the  United  States, 
in  congrefs  alfembled,  a  commiffion 
in  due  form,  bearing  date  the  9th 
day  of  February  lad,  from  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majedy,  condituting  and  ap¬ 
pointing  him  the  conful-general  of 
his  faid  majedy  to  thefe  States : 

That  there  is  as  yet  no  commer¬ 
cial  treaty  or  convention  fubfilling’ 
between  his  Britannic  majelly  and 
the  United  States,  whereby  either 
have  a  perfect  right  to  eftablifh  con- 
fuls  in  the  dominions  of  the  other  ; 
but  that  amicable  negotiations  for 
that  and  other  reciprocal  privileges 
arc  now  depending  : 

That  although  the  iiTue  of  thefe 
negociations  is  as  yet  uncertain,  it 
will  nevertheleis  be  proper  for  the 
United  States,  on  this  and  every 
other  occalion,  to  obferve  as  great 
a  degree  of  liberality  as  may  conlift 
with  a  due  regard  to  their  national 
honour  and  welfare:  therefore, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  John 
Temple,  efq,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
received  and  recognized  as  conful- 
general  of  his  Britannic  majedy 
throughout  the  United  States,  and 
that  his  commiflion  be  regidered  in 
the  fecretary’s  office. 

Refolved,  That  all  the  privileges, 
pre-emi netices,  and  authority,  which 
the  laws  of  nations  and  of  the  lam! 
give  to  a  conful-general  received  by 
the  United  States  from  any  nation 
with  whom  they  have  no  commer¬ 
cial  treaty  or  convention,  are  due 
to  the  faid  John  Temple,  and  fhail 
be  enjoyed  by  him. 

Refolved,  That  certified  copies 
of  the  above  refolutions  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  executives  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  States  for  their  information* 
Chaxuls  Thompson,  Sec. 
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Letter  from  the  Hon.  Warren  Haf- 
ings ,  late  Governor  General  of  Ben¬ 
gal,  to  the  Court  of  Dire  Hors  of 
the  r  Drift  India  .  Company,  dated 
July  9,  and  read  Dec.  21,  1785, 
at  a  General  Quarterly  Court  of 
the  Proprietors. 

■  Cheltenham ,  July  9,  1785* 

Honourable  Sirs, 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive 
from  your  Secretary  by  your  order, 
copies  of  an  unanimous  refolution 
of  the  general  court  of  proprietors 
of  the  7th  of  November  1782,  and 
of  another  of  your  honourable 
court  of  the  28th  of  December  laft. 

With  a  fenfe  of  gratitude  equal 
to  the  zeal  with  which  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  merit  thofe  landlions 
for  my  paid  Services,  I  humbly  beg 
leave  to  offer  to  vou,  honourable 

•f  ' 

Sirs,  my  warmed  acknowledgments 
for  both  ;  and  if  I  am  not  irregular 
in  the  requeft,  may  I  beg,  that  you 
will  be  pleaded  to  communicate  the 
fame  Sentiments  to  the  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors,  to  whom  I.  have  no  other 
means  of  accefs,  but  through  the 
channel  of  your  honourable  court. 

It  is  not  pofTible  for  me  by  any 
mode  of  expredion  to  convey  either 
to  your  honourable  court,  or  that 
of  the  proprietors,  all  the  gratitude 
which  I  feel  for  thofe  repeated 
pledges  of  your  approbation,  and  i 
am  dill  lefs  fatisfied  on  Such  an  oc- 
cafion  as  the  prelent,  on  -which  any 
return  that  I  can  make  will  Seem 
rather  to  be  drawn  from  me  as  the. 
neceffary  form  of  a  reply  to  the 
thanks  bellowed  upon  me,  than  to 
proceed  from  the  generous  and 
ipontaneous  impulfe  of  a  heart  de¬ 
voted  to  your  Service.  But  as  at 
the  time  in  which  I  parted  from 
your  Service,  no  fuch  motive  could 
exid ;  and,  as  at  that  time  I  conveyed 
to  your  honourable  court  the  effu- 
fions  of  a  mind,  filled  with  that 


Spirit  which  had  ever  animated  it  to 
its  bed  exertions,  allow  me  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  thofe  expreffions  as  to  the 
trued  ilate  of  my  feelings,  and  to 
conclude  my  letter  by  repeating, 

that  “  after  a  Service  of  thirty-five 

—  •' 

years  from  its  commencement,  and 
almoU  thirteen  of  that  time  palled 
in  the  charge  and  exercife  of  the 
fird  nominal  office  of  this  govern¬ 
ment,  I  do  not  part  from  it  with 
indifference — I  owe  to  my  ever  ho¬ 
noured  employers  the  fervice  of  my 
life,  and  would  with  the  devotion 
of  a  heart,  animated  with  the  higheft 
fenfe  of  gratitude,  offer  it  even 
with  life,  if  the  fervice  could  be  ac¬ 
cepted,  or  could,  when  accepted, 
contribute  to  the  advancement  of 
their  intereds,  in  return  for  the  un¬ 
exampled  in  dances  which  I  have 
received  of  their  generous  Support 
and  protedlion.” 

Such  profeffions  are  indeed  ealily 
made,  and  I  know  not  how  mine 
can  be  put  to  the  ted— but  my  con¬ 
science  both  avows  them,  and 
prompts  me  to  declare,  that  no  man 
ever  Served  them  with  a  zeal  Supe¬ 
rior  to  my  own,  nor  perhaps  with 
equal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  greatelf  refpeef,  Sec. 

Warren  Hastings, 


Extraordinary  Petition  addrcjjcd  to 
the  Qiteen  of  Portugal  by  the  Che¬ 
valier  Brnnzi  d\Entrecafeaux9 
formerly  P  ref  dent  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Provence ,  who  fed  from 
France  to  Portugal  on  Account  of 
having  murdered  his  Wife,  dee 
Public  Occurrences ,  p.  56. 

Your  majedy  beholds  at  your 
feet  a  criminal  imploring  from  your 
judice  a  punifhment  which  to  him 
will  be  a  favour1:  he  trembles  while 
he  lifts  his  mournful  voice  to  your 

majedy  ; 
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kiajefty  :  his  crime  would  even  ren¬ 
der  him  unworthy  of  fuch  honour, 
did  not  his  remorfe  efface  what  he 
muff  dill  the  indignity  he  .offers  to 
you  :  this  refiedtion  alone  induces 
him  to  requeft  of  your  majefty  a 
death  which,  while  it  punifhes  his 
crime,  wRi  put  an  end  to  his  mi- 
fery. 

I  am  the  Frenchman  who  came 
into  your  dominions  under  the  bor¬ 
rowed  name  of  the  chevalier  de  Bar¬ 
rel,  and  was  taken  into  cuftody  by 
your  orders.  1  will  conceal  no¬ 
thing*  from  your  majelly;  My  name 
is  Brunzi  d9Entreeafteaux?  of  a  no¬ 
ble  family  in  Provence,  born  with 
a  difpolition  inclined  to  virtue  and 
honour  ;  but  the  too  great  impetu- 
ofitv  of  my  temper  has  made  me 
guilty  of  affaffination. 

Hurried  away  by  a  violent  paf- 
iion,  and  (may  I  add)  by  a  fenti- 
j»ent  of  honour  carried  to  excefs,  I 
found  myfelf  criminal  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  I  thought  myfelf  only  vir¬ 
tuous.  At  the  time,  when  with 
blufhes  I  make  this  humiliating 
confelhon  to  your  majefty,  the  flings 
of  remorfe  grow  (harper,  the  Wounds 
©f  my  heart  bleed  afrefh,  and  the 
pain  of  them  becomes  mo  re 'excru¬ 
ciating.  I  am  fenftble  that  this  cha- 
flifement  is  not  adequate  to  the 
enormity  of  my  crime;  all  I  ’re¬ 
queft  is,  to  obtain  one  capable  of 
expiating  it. 

My  father  and  mother  married 
me  when  I  was  very  young,  being 
'only  eighteen  years  of  age.  I  made 
one  of  thofe  advantageous  matches 
which"  parents  inconlideratfely  ac¬ 
cept,  without  adverting  to  what 
ought  to  be  the  ftrft  objedt  of  their 
attention,  viz.  whether  there  does 
not  exift  a.  natural  averiion  between 
the  parties  who  are  to  be  united  for 
life  ?  Another  reafon  determined 
them  to  oblige  me  to  contract  this 
marriage ;  it  was  ctafit  (they  laid) 
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in  order  to  fecure  me  againft  the  ill 
effedts  of  the-!  paffions  incident  to 
youth.  But  they  did  not  conlider 
that  mine  were  not  yet  awakened  ; 
this  precaution,  therefore,  rather 
ferved  to  chain  them  down  for  a 
time,  than  to  free  me  from  their  do* 
minion.  Reftraint  made  them  break 
out  with  greater  violence,  and  the 
confeqitences  were  more  fatal.  The  . 
time  foon  caine  which  gave  birth  to 
the  ftrongeft  paffion  ;  a  feducing  ob* 
jedf  made  me  forget  what  I  owed  to 
myfpoufe  ;  my  heart,  naturally  fuf- 
ceptible,  and  hitherto  Unaccuftomcd 
to  love,  fell  a  prey  to  it  in  all  its  vR 
olence,  The  excellence  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  which  infpired  it,  appeared  to 
me  a  fufficient  juftification ;  (lie 
could  hot  refill  the  vehemence  with 
which  I  expreffed  my  fentiments ; 
the  flame  which  continued  me  fooii 
penetrated  to  her  heart;  this  was 
the  epocha  of  all  her  misfortunes* 
and  confequcntly  of  mine.  ' 

So  powerful  a  paffion,  foftered  by 
four  years  of  the  moil  familiar  in- 
tercourfe,  Had  come  to  its  greeted: 
height,  when  my  family  difeovered 
its  object.  This  accident  deprived 
my  miftrefs  of  every  hope  of  that 
happinefs  which  (lie  had  a  right  to 
expect ;  and,  in  addition  to  her  di- 
ftrefs,  file  found  herfelf  on  the  point 
of  lofirtg  her  reputation,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  noile  fuch  an  event 
would  make.  Filled  with  defpair 
for  having  reduced  her  to  a  fitua- 
tioii  fo  dreadful,  I  refolved,  as  I 
could  not  extricate  her,  to  fhare  her 
mifery.  I  propofed  to  her  to  elope 
with  me,  that  being  the  more  eafy, 
as  I  was  of  an  age  which  enabled 
me  to  difpofe  of  ray  property,  and 
it  would  have  been  no  'difficult  mat¬ 
ter  to  raife  a  fufficiency  for  our  fub- 
fiftence  in  fome  corner  of  the  world 
where  we  flipuld  have  found  an  afy* 
lum.  But  though  fire  had  ruined 
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herfelf  for  me,  fire  would  not  con- 
(O)  font 


t 


(210)  PUBLIC 

lent  that' I  fliould  ruin  myfelf  for 
her.  My  tears,  my  entreaties,  were 
fruitlefs.  She  remained  inflexible. 
Her  refufal,  while  it  heightened  my 
admiration,  threw  me  into  defpair. 
I  faw  no  remedy  for  her  misfortune, 
but  what  I  could  have  given  her 
had  I  been  Angle.  This  ideacaufed 
iny  ruin.  The  frenzy  of  my  paf- 
iion  having  reduced  me  to  the  dread¬ 
ful  alternative  of  facrificing  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  woman  whom  labored, 
or  the  life  of  her  who  had  been 
given  me  for  a  companion,  I  grew 
deiperate,  my  reafon  abandoned  me, 
and  my  hand  became  guilty.  My 
itrength  fails  me  at  the  dreadful  re¬ 
collection,  which  opprefles  and  har¬ 
rows  up  my  foul.  It  is  neceflary 
(for  I  mult  give  to  truth  the  au¬ 
thenticity  it  requires)  that  I  fliould 
ftill  add  to  my  fhame,  by  confefling 
that  I  was  the  lole, author  of  the  a- 
trocious  crime  ;  I  was  not  feduced 
to  the  commiflion  of  it  by  the  per- 
fon  for  the  love  of  whom  it  was 
perpetrated.  Had  (lie  thought  me 
capable  of  fueh  a  deflgn,  her  virtue 
'would  have  prevented  my  guilt. 

This  is  the  crime  I  confefs  to  your 
inajefly.  I  demand  vengeance  a- 
gainfl  myfelf :  you  will  latisfy  your 
juftice  by  punifhing  me  ;  and  I  flia  1 1 
blefs  your  clemency,  which  will 
free  me  from  the  tortures  of  my  re¬ 
in  or  fe.  The  moment  that  I  com¬ 
mitted  the  crime,  I  was  ftruck  with 
its  enormity,  without  thinking  on 
any  meafures  proper  to  be  taken. 
My  family,  dreading  the  difgrace 
•affixed  to  the  pimifliment  which  I 
have  but  too  well  deferred,.  obliged 
me  to  abfeond.  I  took  flight,  with* 
ou;  knowing  whither  I  fliould  go, 
to  drag  out  the  reinainderof  fo  guilty 
a  life.  Scarcely  had  my  mind  re¬ 
covered  its  powers,  when  it  became 
its  own  tormentor.  Every  day  pre- 
fented  to  me  ftronger  pictures  .of 
horror.  The  calm  which  fome- 
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times  fucceeded  thefe  violent  emo¬ 
tions,  gave  me  pains  of  a  different 
kind.  My  paflion  was  not  extin- 
.  guifhed  by  the  crime  it  had  caufed  ; 
on  the  contrary  .,  it  feemed  to  have 
acquired  r?  w  ftrength,  and  filled  up 
the  intervals  of  my  defpair. 

In  this  excruciating  lituation,  I 
was  feveral  times  tempted  to  put  an 
end  to  my  life  ;  but  (can  your  ma- 
jefty  believe  it  ?  Judge  from  this  of 
the  violence  of  my  phrenzy)  the 
love  which  had  made  me  guilty, 
which  doubled  my  mifery,  was  the 
only  obft  icle  which  prevented  me 
from  filicide.  The  hope  of  once 
more  feeing  the  object  of  my  paf- 
flon,  did  not  extinguifh  my  remorfe, 
which  I  ftill  felt  in  all  its  horror. 

Such  was  the  ffate  of  my  mind 
on  my  arrival  in  your  majefly’s  do¬ 
minions,  where  being  taken  into 
cuftody'by  your  orders,  I  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  the  caule  of  my  de¬ 
tention.  I  am  now  deprived  of  the 
only  hope  which  fupported  me  ;  I 
have  nothing  left  but  remorfe  and 
defpair.  The  juftice  of  France 
claims  me.  My  family  has  had  in- 
tereil  to  obtain  the  commutation  of 
my  pimifliment  into  perpetual  im- 
prifonment  :  ray  mind  cannot  bear 
either  of  thofe.  profpedts.  Certainly 
I  dread  not  death,  for  I  requeft  it  of 
your  nlajefty  as  a  favour.  But  ig¬ 
nominy  is  "to  me  intolerable,  and 
that  would  attend  me  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  my  arrival  in  my  own 
country ;  that  would  inceflantly 
haunt  me,  and  poifon  the  la  ft  mo¬ 
ments  of  my  life.  Alas  !  if  I  muft 
die,  let  it  not  be  in  my  own  coun¬ 
try.  The  fecond  profpedt  fuggefts 
ideas  fti  1 1  more  dreadful .  What  can 
be  worfe  than  to  live  in  perpetual 
imprifonment,  a  prey  to  my  re~ 
morfe,  the  flings  of  which  become 
ftill  more  levere  by  the  want  of  an 
objeft  to  dilApate  my  thoughts  ? 
And  thofe  torments,  though  long 
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and  horrible,  would  never  efface  my 
crime  either  in  the  light  of  j  allice 
or  of  men death,  therefore,  in 
whatever  fliape  it  may  come,  is  a 
thoufand  times  preferable.  In  this 
fentiment  I  calf  mvfelf  at  your  ma- 
jefty’s  feet,  humbly  fuppiicating 
that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  make  me 
undergo,  in  your  dominions,  the 
punifhment  I  have  but  too  well  de¬ 
served. 

My  heart  was  not  naturally  vi¬ 
cious  ;  a  moment  of  phrenzy  plung¬ 
ed  it  into  the  abyls  where  it  is  now 
funk  ;  yet,  though  not  lels  guilty, 
nor  lefs  worthy  of  chalfifement,  if 
it  cannot  obtain  pardon,  it  may  de- 
ferve  fome  pity.  May  your  ina- 
jetly,  then,  deign  to  liften  to  the 
voice  of  that  pity,  and  ipare  me  the 
fliame  of  an  execution  in  France, 
by  putting  me  to  death  in  Portugal. 
.1  know  well  that  the  prejudices  of 
the  French,  even  if  I  pay  tojuftiefe 
the  punifhment  to  which  I  ihall  be 
condemned,  will  affix  perpetual  in¬ 
famy  to  my  memory.  But  furely 
when  julfice  is  once  fatisfied,  no 
trace  of  the  crime  remains,  and  pre¬ 
judice  ought  to  reft  contented.  I 
dare  to  hope,  therefore,  that  by  pe¬ 
titioning  for,  and  voluntarily  offer¬ 
ing  myfelf  to,  the  death  1  have  de¬ 
le  rved,  I  may  deliver  my  foulftfbm 
an  ignominy  for  which  it  was  not 
formed,  but  which  it  has  notwith¬ 
standing  incurred. 

In  my  la  If  moments  I  ft  rail  have 
the  confolation  of  thinking  that  my 
name  will  no  longer  be  held  in  hor- 
ror ;  and  when  I  bid  a  final  adieu 
to  the  authors  of  my  life,  I  flu  all  be 
enabled  to  fay  to  them,  “  Your  fori 
is  1H11  worthy  of  you  ;  he  has  wiped 
off  the  fliame  with  which  he  cover¬ 
ed  you  ;  he  has  expiated  the  crime 
which  he  committed,  and  has  re¬ 
gained  a  title  to  your  compaftron. 

bhould  i  have  the  good  fortune 
\o  excite  vo'ur  majefty  5s  pit y s  and 
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your  clemency  induce  you  to  gbmt 
fuch  a  petition,  your  majefty  can¬ 
not  apprehend  that  your  juftice, 
which  interefts  itftelf  for  every  ob¬ 
ject,  will  be  liable  to  the  leal!  im¬ 
peachment  of  violating  the  rights  of 
nations,  by  punifhing,  in  your  own 
dominions,  the  fubjedt  of  another  mo¬ 
narchy,  for  a  crime  committed  in  his 
native  country.  On  the  contrary,  I 
flatter  myfelf  I  fliall  be  able  to  demon* 
flrate  to  your  majefty,  that  jutlice 
even  requires  my  punifhment  at 
your  hands.  I  am  not  guilty  as  a 
Frenchman  ;  it  is  not  that  nation  I 
have  offended  ;  I  am  guilty  as  a 
man,  and  owe  to  all  mankind  an 
expiation  of  my  crime.  Wherever 
there  are  men,  and  laws  to'govern, 
them,  I  bear  about  the  mark  of  dif- 
approbation  with  which  I  am  ftig- 
matifed  :  wherever  my  crime  is 
known,  my  blood  may  be  lawfully 
filed  ;  and  in  this  country  it  is  known 
by  my  con  fell!  on  to  your  majefty. 

I  am  at  once  the  acc after,  the  wit* 
nets,  and  the  criminal :  wbat  more 
is  wanting  but  the  ftentence  of  con¬ 
demnation,  which  I  fupplicate  your 
majefty  to  pronounce  ? 

I  venture  to  entertain  the  greats  ft. 
hopes  of  obtaining  a  requeft  \Vhieh 
enables  your  majefty  to  unite  juftice, 
with  mercy.  If  the  torments  of  a 
foul  dill  rafted  by  the  moil  violent 
emotions  on  the  recolledfion  of  a 
crime  repugnant  to  its  very  c Hence, 
can  deferve  any  pity,  it  is  a  favour 
I  entreat  from  your  majefty’s  cle¬ 
mency,  when  1  afk  for  death  to  put 
an  end  to  my  mifteries,  and  expiate 
a  crime  at  which  human  nature 
fb udders.  If,  on  the  contrary,  my 
guilt  be  too  atrocious  for  any  favour 
to  be  fhevvn,  I  call  upon  your  juf¬ 
tice,  I  inform  againft  a  criminal* 
and  petition  for  his  execution. 

Had  your  majefty  been  engaged 
in  war,  before  expiating  my  crime 
by  the  proper  puniftimeftt,  I  Would. 

(O  2)  have 
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have  petitioned  for  liberty  to  filed, 
my  guilty  blood  in  your  fervice, 
that  my  death  might  not  be  entirely 
ufekfs ;  but  your  majefty  having 
the  happinefs  to,  enjoy  profound 
peace,  every  drop  of  my  blood  is 
due  to  juftice.  If  I  obtain  that  fa¬ 
vour,  I  fha.ll  be  indebted  to  your 
majelly  for  the  recovery  of  tny  vir¬ 
tue,  the  prefervation  of  my  honour, 
and  the  end  of  my  miferies.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  you  judge  that,  con¬ 
sidering  the  enormity  of  my  crime, 
my  blood  ought  not  to  pollute  your 
dominions,  nothing  remains  for  mo 
but  defpair.  In  either  cafe  I  fhall 
with  my  lad  breath  offer  up  my 
prayers  for  the  profperity  of  your 
majefty  5s  reign. 

Waiting  the  decifion  which  is  to 
fix  my  fate,  I  am,  with  hope  and 
fear,  and  with  the  mod  profound 
refpeft,  your  majedy’s  mod  hum¬ 
ble  and  mod  obedient  fervent, 

Brunzi  D'Entrecasteaux. 


better  from  JMr.  Raikes ,  of  Glou- 
cejleiy  to  a  Gentleman  of  Brad¬ 
ford \  In  Tor  If  dire ,  giving  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  firf  Lift  hut  ion  of 
Sunday  Schools.  Sec  the  l  ft  Arti' 
clc  of  Public  Occurrences . 

Glc u l eft er-f  fun c  5,  1  y 8 q . 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  had  leifure  to  give 
you  an  earlier  account  of  my  little 
plan  for  attempting  a  reform  of  the 
idium  o-ener.ation  of  the  lower  clafs 

t~y  O 

of  people,  by  edabb. filing  fchaols, 
where  poor  children  may  be  receiv¬ 
ed  upon  thegS  unday,  and  there  en¬ 
gaged  in  learning  to  read,  and  to 
repeat  their  catechifm,  or  any  thing 
elfe  that  may  be  deemed  proper  to 
open  their  minds  to  a  knowledge  of 
their  duty  to  God,  their  neighbour, 
and  the nd elves. 

The  utility  of  an  elUbliffiment  of 


this  fort  was  fil'd  fuggeded  to  my 
mind  by  a  group  of  little  miferable 
wretches,  whom  I  obferved  one  day 
at  play  in  the  flreet,  where  many 
people  employed  in  the  pin  manu¬ 
factory  re  fide.  I  was  exp  reding  my 
concern  to  an  inhabitant,  at  their 
forlorn  neglefted  date,  and  was  told$ 
that  if  I  were  to  pals  through  that 
flreet  upon  Sundays,  it  would  fhock 
me  indeed,  to  fee  crowds  of  chib 
dren  who  were  fpending  that  faered' 
day  in  noife  and  riot,  and  in  curb¬ 
ing  and  fwearing  ;  to  the  extreme 
annoyance  of  all  fober  decent  peo¬ 
ple  who  refide  there,  or  had  occa- 
iion  to  pafs  that  way.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  determined  to  make  fome  little' 
effort  by  way  of  trial,  to  prove  whe¬ 
ther  it  were  podible  to  remedy  the 
evil.  Having  found  four  perfons 
of  refpeftabie  character  who  had 
been  accudomed  to  inflruft  children 
in  reading,  I  engaged  to  pay  the 
fum  they  required  for  receiving  and 
infer  lifting  fuch  children  as  I  fliould 
fend  to  them  every  Sunday.  The 
children  were  to  come  foon  after  ten 
in  the  morning,  and  flay  till  twelve  ; 
they  were  then  to  go  home  to  din- 
ner,  and  return  at  one  ;  and  after 
reading  a  leffon  they  were  to  be  em* 
ployed  in  repeating  the  catechifm 
till  half  after  five,  and  then  to  be 
di  (miffed,  with  an  injunction  to  re¬ 
tire  home  without  making  a  noife  j 
and  by  no  means  to  play  in  the 
flreet.  This  was  the  general  out¬ 
line  of  the  regulation.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  parents,  I  went  round 
to  remonfirate  with  them  on  the 
melancholy  confcquenees  that  muff 
enfue  from  lb  fatal  a  u  eg  left  of  their 
children’s  morals.  They  alledged, 
that  their  poverty  rendered  them 
incapable  of  cleaning  and  clothing 
their  children  fit  to  appear  either  at 
lchool  or  at  church  ;  but  this  ob¬ 
jection  was  obviated  by  a  remark, 
that  if  they  were  glad  in  a  garb  fit 
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to  appear  in  the  Areets,  I  fhoiild 
not  think  it  improper  for  a  fchool 
Calculated  to  admit  the  poored  and 
mod  neglected  ;  all  that  I  required, 
were  clean  faces,  clean  hands,  and 
their  hair  combed.  In  other  re- 
fp  efts  they  were  to  come  as  their 
circumdances  would  admit.  In  a 
little  time  the  people  perceived  the 
advantage  that  was  likely  to  arife. 
Many  children  began  to  fhew  ta¬ 
lents  tor  learn  mg,  and  a  delire  to 
be  taught.  Little  rewards  were  di- 
dributed  among  the  mod  diligent. 
This  excited  an  emulation.  One 
or  two  worthy  clergymen  kindly 
lent  their  countenance  and  abid¬ 
ance,  by  going  round  to  the  fchools 
on  the  Sunday  afternoon,  to  hear 
the  children  fay  their  catechifm. 
This  was  of  great  confequence. 
Another  clergyman  hears  them  fay 
their  catechifm  once  a  quarter  pub¬ 
licly  in  the  church,  and  rewards 
their  good  behaviour  with  lome  lit¬ 
tle  gratuity.  They  are  frequently 
admonifhed  to  refrain  from  fwear- 
ing ;  and  certain  boys,  who  are  di- 
Ainguifhed  by  their  decent  .beha¬ 
viour,  are  appointed  to  fuperintend 
the  conduct  of  the  red,  and  make 
report  of  thofe  that  fwear,  call 
names,  or  interrupt  the  comfort  of 
the  other  boys  in  their  neighbour¬ 
hood.  When  quarrels  have  arifen, 
the  aggreffor  is  compelled  to  aik 
pardon,  and  the  ode/ided  is  enjoin¬ 
ed  to  forgive.  The  happinefs  that 
mud  arife  to  all  from  a  kind.,  good- 
natured  behaviour,  is  often  incul¬ 
cated.  This  mode  of  treatment  has 
produced  a  wonderful  change  in  the 
manners  of  thefe  little  favages.  I 
cannot  give  a  more  dnking' indance 
than  I  received  the  other  day  from 
Mr.  Church,  a  condderable  manu- 
fafturer  of  hemp  and  flax,  who  em¬ 
ploys  great  numbers  of  thefe  chil¬ 
dren.  I  afked  him  whether  he  per¬ 
ceived  any  alteration  m  the  poor 


children  he  employed,  fi  ice  they 
had  been  redrained  from  their  for¬ 
mer  profanation  of  the  Lo  dys  day  ; 
and,  indead  of  fpending  it  in  idle- 
nefs  and  mifchief,  had  been  taught 
to  devote  it  to  the  improvement  of 
their  minds,  and  the  learning  that 
which  hereafter  might  a  did  in  open¬ 
ing  their  underdandiags  to  i  fenfe 
of  their  duty.  u  Sir,  fays-  he,  the 
change  could  not  have  been  more 
extraordinary  in  my  opinion,  had 
they  been  transformed  from  the 
fliape  of  Wolves  and  tygers  to  that 
of  men.  In  temper,  difpodtion,  and 
manners,  they  could  hardly  be  faid 
to  differ  from  the  brute  creation. 
But  dnce  the  edablifhment  of  the 
Sunday  fchools,  they  have  feemed 
deiirous  to  fhew  that  they  are  not 
the  ignorant  illiterate  creatures  they 
were  before.  When  they  fee  a  per- 
fon  whom  they  have  looked  up  to 
as  their  luperior,  come  and  kindly 
indruft  and  admoniffi  them,  and 
fometimes  reward  them  for  good  be- 

many  with 

emulation  to  amend,  who  were 
deemed  incapable  of  any  luch  fen- 
fation.  They  are  anxious  to  gain, 
his  friendfliip  and  good  opinion ; 
they  have  now  one  whom  they  wifh 
to  pleafe,  and  as  they  know  this  to 
be  e defied  only  by  decent  and  or- 
derly  conduct,  they  are  driving  to 
excel.  In  fhort,  I  never  conceived 
that  a  reformation  fo,  lingular  could 
have  been  etFefied  among  the  fet  o£ 
untutored  beings  I  employed.  They 
are  alfo  become  more  trafiable  and 
obedient,  and  lefs  quarrelfome  and 
re  .vengeful.’- ’ 

From  this  little  fketch  of  the  re¬ 
formation  which  / has  taken  place 
among  the  poor  childrenof  this  city, 
there  is  great  reafon  to  hope  that  a. 
general  edablidiment  of  Sunday 
fchools,  fupported  by  the.  attention 
of  a  few  active  individuals,  would 
in  time,  make  iome  change  in  the 
(O  3)  morals, 
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morals  of  the  lower  clafs.  At  lead 
it  might  in  feme  meafure  prevent 
them  front  growing  world,  which 
at  prefent  leenis  but  too  apparent. 

I  fear  I  have  trefpafTed  too  far 
upon  your  patience  in  this  recital ; 
but  I  could  not  well  comprife  in 
narrower  limits  the  information  you 
required.  I  am,  dear  Sir., 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

R.  Raikes. 


fhe  'Ninth  Report  of  the  CommiJ- 
Jloners  appointed  to  examine ,  take*, 
and  plate,  the  Public  Accounts  of 
the  Kingdom .  See  Public  Papers r, 
Vol,  IV.  p.  188. 

As  foon  as  we  had  finifhed  our 
examination  into  the  manner  of 
palling  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer 
pf  the  navy,  in  the  office  of  the  au¬ 
ditor  of  the  imp  red,  we  proceeded 
to  thofe  of  the  paymader-general  of 
his  majedy’s  forces  ;  and  required 
from  the  auditors  of  the  impred  the 
lad  declared  account  of  a  paymader- 
general  of  the  forces,  with  the  ma¬ 
terials  from  whence  that  account 
was  made  up. 

The  paymader-general  palles  e- 
yery  year  two  accounts  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  auditor ;  the  one,  as 
paymader-general  of  the  forces,  the 
other,  as  treafurer  and  paymafter 
of  Chelfea  hoipital ;  and  therefore 
two  accounts  were  returned  to  us, 
purfuant  to  this  requifition  :  thele 
were  the  final  accounts  of  lord 
North  and  the  late  George  Cooke, 
joint  paymader-general  of  the  forces, 
for  one  year,  ending  the  24th  of 
December  1767,  and  declared  the 
yth  of  September  lad. 

The  materials  which  accompa¬ 
nied  the  account  of  the  paymader- 
general,  were,  the  pay-office  book 
of  account ;  the  edablifhments  ; 
*he  regimental  book  of  account ; 


the  poundage  book  :  a  lid  of  the 
deductions  for  the  widows  pen  lions'; 
the  impred  roll ;  the  warrants,  with 
inch  papers  annexed  to  each  as  are 
referred  to  in  that  warrant;  and 
the  acquittances. 

By  infpedtmg  thefe  feveral  books 
and  papers,  and  from  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  Jofpph  Hughes,  efq.  one 
of  the  deputy  auditors  in  the  office, 
of  lord  Sondes ;  Charles  Bem- 
bridge,  efq.  the  accountant  in  the 
office  of  the  paymader-general  of 
the  forces  ;  and  Charles  Harris, 
efq.  one  of  the  deputy  auditors  in 
the  office  of  lord  Mountduart,  we 
are  made  acquainted  with  the  offi¬ 
cial  forms,  and  with  the  deps  that 
\yere  taken  relative  to  thele  ac¬ 
counts  in  both  offices,  and  which 
have  been  u fu ally  taken  relative  to 
the  army  accounts,  prior  to  the  aT 
of  the  lad  fedion  of  parliament,  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  office  of 
the  paynladc r-ge neral  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s  forces. 

The  materials'  from  whence  the 
account  is  compofed,  are  all  lent 
from  the  pay-office  to  the  auditor  • 
not  at  once,  nor  in  any  particular 
order,  but  from  tipie  to  time,  as  is 
convenient  to  the  pay-office. 

The  pay-office  book  of  account, 
when  completed,  comprehends  all 
the  receipts  and  payments  of  the 
paymader-general  during  the  yea:;, 
ranged  under  didinit  heads  of  ler- 
vice  ;  and  at  the  end  is  added  an  ab- 
dnud  of  the  account,  containing  the 
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heads,  with  the  total  of  each  head  : 
and  after  the  account  is  examined, 
and  the  balance  llruck,  the  pay¬ 
mader-general  figns  his  name  at  the 
foot  of  this  ab draft,  and  fwears  to 
the  truth  of  the  account,  before  a 
baron  of  the  exchequer. 

The  edablifhments  in  this  year, 
1 767,  were  five  — the  guards,  gar- 
rifons,  and  land  forces  in  Great 
Britain— "the  forces  in  the  planta¬ 
tions—- 
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bums — the  forces  in  Minorca  and 
Gibraltar — -the  Irifh  regiments  in 
the  pay  of  Great  Britain — and  the 
half-pay  eilablifhment  :  they  con¬ 
tain  the  dillribution  of  the  fums 
granted  by  parliament  for  defray¬ 
ing1  the  charge  of  the  land  forces, 
among  the  general  and  faff  officers, 
the  regiments,  troops,  companies, 
and  garrifons,  afeertaining  the  divi¬ 
sions,  and  the  number  of  officers 
and  men  in  each  rank  and  divilion, 
with  the  quantum  of  their  full  pay, 
by  the  day  and  the  year,  and  with 
the  regulation  of  their  fubfiftence, 
and  of  the  fire  and  candle  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  the  guards  and  barracks 
in  the  garrifons. 

The  regimental  book  of  account 
contains  the  fums  allotted  for  the 
full  pay,  according  to  the  ehablifn- 
ments  of  the  feveral  regiments, 
troops,  companies,  and  garrifons, 
in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain  during 
that  year.  Each  film  is,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  divided  in  this  book  into  lix 
parts,  under  the  denominations  of 
— the  poundage— the  hofpital — the 
fublidence — the  allowance  to  wi¬ 
dows — the  offreckonings— and,  the 
clearings.  Alter  this  book  is  exa¬ 
mined,  it  is  iigned  by  the  pay- 
mafler-general,  and  he  1  wears  to  the 
truth  of  the  accounts  it  contains, 
before  the  deputy  auditors  of  the 
pup  red. 

The  poundage  account,  is  a  lid 
pf  the  feveral  officers,  regiments, 
troops,  companies,  and  fervices,  li¬ 
able  to  the  deductions  of  the  pound¬ 
age  and  hofpital  ;  and  oppoiite  to 
each  article  is  entered,  in  three  di- 
ftinCt  columns — the  full  yearly  pay¬ 
ment — the  poundage  upon  that  fum 
■ — and,  the  hofpital :  the  articles 
are  ranged  unde  r  heads,  denoting 
the  fervices,  of  which  an  abftraCt  is 


This  account  is  taken  from  the  re¬ 
gimental  book  of  account. 

The  lift  of,  the  deductions  for  the 
widows  penlions,  is  a  collection  of 
the  feveral  items  compoling  the  fum 
applicable  to  that  fervice,  ex  traded 
like  wife  from  the  regimental  book 
of  account. 

The  impreft  roll,  comprifes  the 
total  fum  imprefted  to  the  pay- 
m after-general  from  the  exchequer 
in  that  year. 

The  materials  which  are  ufually 
fent  the  firft  from  the  pay-office  to 
the  auditor,  are,  the  book  of  ac¬ 
count,  with  fome  of  the  vouchers. 
Neither  the  book  nor  the  vouchers 
are  ever  fent  complete  at  firft  ;  fre¬ 
quent  additions  are  made  afterwards 
to  both.  The  auditor  proceeds  to 
the  examination  of  the  entries  in 
the  account  as  foon  as  he  receives 
it ;  and  when  he  has  nearly  fimfhed 
them,  he  applies  to  the  pay-office 
to  complete  the  charge  and  dif- 
charge  of  the  year. 

In  a  complete  account,  the  charge 
conftfts  of— the  impreft  from  the  ex¬ 
chequer— fums  received  of  various 
perfons — profit  by  exchange-— de¬ 
ductions— and  furcharges ;  aaid  is 
checked  in  the  following  manner  : 

The  impreft  charge,  is  the  fum 
iffued  to  the  paymafter-general  in 
that  year  from  the  exchequer,  and 
correlponds  with,  the  impreft  roll. 
The  receipts  are,  from  the  treafury 
of  Ireland  ;  from  preceding  or  fuc- 
ceeding  paymafters -general ;  and 
balances  from  perfons  whofc  ac¬ 
counts  are  fettled.  The  fum  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  treafury  of  Ireland, 
is  checked  by  the  certificate  of  the 
deputy  vice-treafurer  there :  the 
fums  received  from  the  paymafter- 
general,  are  checked  by  the  king’s 
warrants  dire&ing  them  to  make 


entered  at  the  end,  with  the  total  of  thofe  payments,  and  by  the  ac- 
•each  deduction  uader  each  head,  counts  ot  the  pay  matters,  in  which 
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they  have  credit  for  thofc  fums  : 
the  balances  appear  upon  the  ftated 
accounts'  them felves,  either  in  the 
office' of  the  auditor,  when  they  are 
palled  by  him,  or  annexed  to  the 
warrant  which  diredfs  the  payment* 
and  is  produced  to  him,  when  they 
are  fettled  elfewhere.  The  profit 
by  exchange,  a  rife  s  from  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  value  at  which 
the  dollar  is  ettimated  by  the  con¬ 
tractor  for  remitting  in  England, 
and  that  at  which  it  is  i fined  by  the 
deputy  pay  matter  at  Minorca  and 
Gibraltar  ;  as  the  eftimated  value 
is  lefs  than  the  value  at  which  it  is 
liThed,  a  gain  is  produced,  with 
which  the  paymafter- general.charges 
himfelf:  the  fum  of  this  profit  is 
taken  from  an  account  made  cut  by 
the  accountant  of  the  pay-office* 
and  by  Him  certified  to  the  auditor. 

The  deductions  are,  fums  taken 
out  of  the  pay  of  the  forces :  they 
a'te— =-the  poundage— the  hofpital—- 
the  allowance  to  widows-— the  du¬ 
ties  of  is,  and  of  6d.  in  the  pound 
- — and  the  ftoppages  for  provifions 
delivered  to  the  troops.  He  inferts 
thefe  deductions  in  his  charge,  be- 
caufehe  has  a  double  credit  for  them 
in  his  difcharges  :  they  are  includ¬ 
ed,  and  he  is  allowed  them,  in  the 
fum  he  claims  for  the  full  pay  of  a 
yegiment ;  whereas  in  fettling  the 
account  of  that  regiment  with  the 
agent,  he  in  fa£i  does  not  pay  them, 
but  retains  them  in  his  hands  :  he 
is  allowed  them  again  upon  having 
actually  either  paid  them  to  the  re- 
fpedtive  receivers  or  agents,  or  ap¬ 
plied  them  to  the  fervices  for  which 
they  were  intended. 

The  poundage  being  in  part,  and 
the  hofpital  altogether,  applicable 
to  the  fupport  of  Chelfea  hofpital, 
the  auditor  leaves  them  out  of  the 
paymatte’r-generags account,  as pay- 
malier-ger eral  of  the  forces;,*  but 
charges  him  with  the  whole  of  them 


in  his  account  as  treafurer  of  that 

hofpital. 

The  allowance  to  widows,  being 
compofed  of  deductions  out  of  va¬ 
rious  allotments  ttated  in  the  efta- 
bliihments,  and  forming  like  wife 
one  of  the  divifions  of  the  full  pay 
of  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 
in  the  regimental  account  book,  is 
checked  by  that  book,  and  alio  by 
a  lift  made  out.  at  the  pay-office, 
comprifing  every  article  of  thefe 
deductions. 

The  one  fhilling  and  fixpenny 
duties,  are  deducted  in  the  pay-of* 
lice,  from  the  pay  of  the  officers, 
at  the  time  they* receive  it  ;  the  a- 
mount  of  them  appears  from  the  re¬ 
ceipts  of  the  receivers  of  thofe  du¬ 
ties. 

The  ftoppages  for  provifions,  are 
collected  in  the  pay-office,  from  the 
accounts  of  the  deputy  paymasters ; 
an  account  of  the  total  of  them  is 
made  out  and  delivered  to  the  au¬ 
ditor,  figned  by  the  accountant. 

The  furcharges  are,  either— -fums 
paid  by  the  contractors  for  remit¬ 
ting  to  the  deputy  paymafters  a- 
broad — or,  balances  in  the  hands  of 
deputies  to  preceding  payniafters- 
general,  applied  by  the  paymafter- 
general  in  office — or,  articles  in  the 
difcharge  difallowed  by  the  auditor ; 
unlefs  he  furcharged  himfelf  with 
the  two  firft,  the  public  would  fut- 
fer  by  a  double  credit  ,*  for  the  re¬ 
mitters  have  credit  in  their  accounts 
for  what  they  pay  to  the  deputies, 
and  the  preceding  paVmafters-gene- 
ral  have  credit  in  their  final  ao 
counts,  for  the  balances  lei t  in  the 
hands  of  their  deputies  ;  and  th$ 
pay  matter-general  in  office  has  cre¬ 
dit  for  the  expenditure  of  both* 
The  firft  of  thefe  furcharges  is 
checked  either  by  the  accounts  of 
the  remitters,  upon  their  being 
patted  in  the' office,  or  by  their  cer¬ 
tificates,  before  their  accounts  are 
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palled  :  the  other  is  checked  by  the 
account  of  that  paymafter-general 
who  is  allowed  it.  The  furcharge 
by  the  auditor  is  grounded  upon 
the  practice  of  the  office :  he  does 
not  ltrike  out  of  the  difcharge  the 
article  he  difallows,  but  Surcharges 
the  accountant  with  it. 

The  difcharge  confifts  of  pay¬ 
ments,  either  under  the  diredions 
of  eftablhftirneftts,  or  to  p  ay  mailers- 
general,  or  for  extraordinary  fer- 
vices.  The  payments  under  the 
diredions  of  the  eftablifhnients  are, 
the  general  arfd  ftaff-offieers,  regi¬ 
ments,  troops,  and  companies,  gar- 
rifons,  clothing  the  invalids,  con¬ 
tingencies,  reduced  officers,  aiid  de¬ 
ductions. 

The  paymaf  er-generad  makes  no 
payment  (unlefs  it  "be  to  a  public 
accountant)  without  the  authority 
of  the  royal  lign  manual,  obtained 
either  previous  cr  fubfequent  to  the 
payment  ;  and  therefore  the  audi¬ 
tor,  before  he  allows  any  payment, 
requires  the  produdion  of  fuch. 
warrant,  as  the  authority  for  the 
pay  mailer-general’ s  making  the 
payment;  and  the  acquittance  of 
the  party  receiving,  as  the  proof  that 
he  has  adually  made  it.  The  ac¬ 
quittance  may  be,  either  the  in- 
dorfement  of  the  name  of  the  per- 
fon  receiving  on  the  warrant,  or  a 
feparate  receipt.  The  warrant  and 
the  acquittance  together  form  the 
voucher.  The  warrant  mull  be 
counterfigned  in  fome  cafes  by  the 
fecrctary  at  war,  in  others  by  three 
lords  of  the  treafury,  and  in  others 
by  both  ::  where  the  payment  comes 
within  the  directions  -of  an  efiablilh- 
menr,  the  counter  fignature  of  the 
fecretary  at  war  alone  is  fufficient ; 
where  it  is  for  any  extraordinary 
fervice,  other  than  a  contingent  ex¬ 
pence  not  within  the  eftablilliment, 
the  warrant  is  counteriigned  by 
three  lords  of  the  treafury  only  ; 
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where  it  is  for  a  contingent  e*- 
pence,  not  within  the  eftablifliment, 
it  mu  ft  be  counterfigned  by  both  ; 
where  the  warrant  mentions  or  re¬ 
fers  to  memorials,  certificates,  re¬ 
ports,  lifts,  abftrads,  or  accounts, 
as  neceffary  to  or  conneded  with 
the  payment,  the  auditor  requires 
the  produdion  of  thefe  inftruments, 
or  proper  certificates  that  they  have 
exifted.  Where  a  payment  has  been 
made  purfuant  to  the  warrant  of  a 
commander  in  chief,  that  warrant 
mud  be  produced  ;  or,  if  that  is 
not  pradicable,  his  certificate  that 
he  has  granted  fuch  a  warrant.  But 
the  auditor  does  not  allow  the  pay¬ 
ment  upon  the  authority  of  that 
Warrant  only  ;  he  requires  alfo  the 
royal  lign  manual ;  which  the  pay- 
m after  general  obtains  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  means lie  prefents  a  me¬ 
morial  to  the  treafury,  with  a  lift 
annexed,  containing  the  payments 
he  has  made  for  extraordinary  fer- 
vices,  purfuant  to  warrants  of  a 
commander  in  chief,  praying  them 
to  obtain  his  majefty’s  warrant  to 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  dired- 
ing  them  to  pais  and  allow  in  his 
accounts  the  funis  fo  paid  ;  this  me¬ 
morial  is  referred  to  the  auditors, 
for  them  to  report  whether  tliei 
prayer  ought  to  be  complied  with  z 
the  auditors  report,  that  the  pay¬ 
ments  in  the  lift  are  included  in  the 
difcharge  of  the  paymafter-generai, 
and  that  the  king’s  warrant  is  ne- 
ceftarv  to  authorize  the  allowance  : 
upon  this  report  the  warrant  is 
granted,  and  the  payments  allowed. 
Where  either  the  warrant  or  ac¬ 
quittance  is  loft,  the  auditor  has  no 
diferetionary  power,  in  any  cafe 
whatsoever,  to  admit  other  evidence 
in  proof  of  the  payment  :  to  enable 
him  to  allow  It,  a  fpecial  warrant 
from  the  king  muft  be  obtained  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  fteps  for  procuring  this  war- 
*  *  rant 
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rant  are  thefe  ;  the  paymafter-ge- 
neral  prefen  ts  a  memorial  to  the 
treafury,  with  a  lift  annexed,  pray¬ 
ing  them  to  procure  the  king’s  war¬ 
rant  to  the  auditors,  directing  them 
to  allow  the  payments  in  the  lift, 
upon  a  iuggeftion  that  the  vouchers 
for  them  have  been  loft  or  miflaid  ; 
this  memorial  being  referred  to  the 
auditors,  their  report  upon  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  granting  the  prayer  is  the 
ground  for  obtaining  the  warrant. 

When  an  article  is  complicated, 
either  involving  a  calculation,  or 
comprehending  many  items,  the  au¬ 
ditor  examines  the  computation  and 
calling  :  where  the  payment  comes 
within  the  direction  of  the  eftablifh- 
anent,  he  compares,  and  fees  that 
the  lum  agrees  with  that  direction. 
Applying  thefe  rules  to  the  parti¬ 
cular  cafes,  he  examines  the  arti¬ 
cles  in  the  dilcharge,  and  allows 
them  upon  the  production  of  their 
co  r  r efp  on  de  n  t  vouchers. 

The  vouchers  for  the  payments 
to  the  general  and  ftaff-officers  are, 
|ihe  warrant,  with  the  lift  annexed  ; 
rind,  the  feparate  receipt  of  each 
officer. 

The  voucher  for  the  payment  of 
a  regiment,  troop,  and  company,  is 
complicated  :  of  the  lix  parts,  into 
which  the  fum  allotted  to  a  regi- 
pynt  is  divided  In  the'  regimental 
Recount  book,  the  three  deductions 
pf  the  poundage,  hofpital,  and  al¬ 
lowance  to  widows,  is  retained  by 
ihe  paymafter-general  ;  the  offreck¬ 
onings  are  paid  to  the  aliignee  of 
the  colonel ;  the  fubfiftence  and 
clearings,  to  the  agent.  The  fub- 
i: Hence  and  offreckonings  are  paid 
without  any  warrant  previoufly  ob¬ 
tained  :  the  fubfiftence  is  iffiued  in 
certain  portions,  at  different  times, 
to  the  agent,  who  gives  his  receipts 
for  thole  portions  as  he  receives 
them  :  the  offreckonings  are  paid 
upon  the  production  of  the  align¬ 


ment,  and  the  indorfement  of  the 
agent  and  clothier.  When  the  re¬ 
giment  is  to  be  cleared,  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war  fends  to  the  paymafter- 
general  a  warrant,  directing  him  to 
make  out  a  debenture  complete  for 
the  pay  of  that  regiment,  agreeable 
to  the  number  borne  upon  the  efta- 
blifhment :  this  debenture  being 
made  out,  the  pay-mafter  general 
receives  another  warrant,  directing 
him  to  pay  to  the  colonel  the  full 
fum  allotted  to  that  regiment  in  the 
eftablifhment.  Upon  this  autho¬ 
rity,  he  pays  the  clearings  to  the 
agent;  who  returns  to  him  the  re¬ 
ceipts  for  the  fubfiftence,  indorfes 
the  pay  warrant,  and  figns  h:s  name 
in  the  regimental  account  book, 
under  the  ftate  of  that  regiment. 

This  explains  the  bufinefs  of  the 
auditor,  and  the  grounds  on  which 
he  allows  payments  of  this  deferip- 
tion  :  he  fees  that  the  grofs  fum 
agrees  with  the  eftablifhment ;  he 
examines  the  deductions  of  the 
poundage,  hofpital,  and  allowance 
to  widows  ;  he  relies  upon  the  agent 
that  the  fubfiftence  and  clearings, 
and  upon  the  clothier  that  the  off¬ 
reckonings,  are  truly  ftated ;  he 
allows  the  whole  upon  the  author 
rity  of  the  debenture  warrant,  the 
pay  warrant  indorfed  by  the  agent, 
the  receipt  of  the  clothier,  and  the 
immature  of  the  agent  at  the  foot  of 
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the  ftate  in  the  regimental  account 
book. 

The  like  fteps  are  taken  by  th.e 
auditor  in  his  examination,  and  the 
like  vouchers  requisite  fur  his  al¬ 
lowance,  of  the  payments  of  all 
the  regiments,  troops,  companies, 
and  garrifons,  upon  the  eftablifh- 
ments  in  Great  Britain,  at  Minor¬ 
ca  and  Gibraltar,  and  in  the  plan¬ 
tations. 

The  clothing  the  invafds  is  in- 
trufted  to  the  paymafter-general  of 
tjie  forces j  and  is  thus  conduced  : 

lie 
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he  prefeats  a  memorial  to  the  trea¬ 
sury,  defiring  directions  to  con¬ 
tract  for  the  clothing  of  the  inva¬ 
lids,  with  an  eftimate  of  rates  an¬ 
nexed.  Thetreafury  refer  the  me¬ 
morial  to  the  comptroller  of  the 
army  accounts,  directing  him  to 
conlider  the  memorial  and  rates, 
and  to  infpeCt  the  patterns.  Upon 
his  certificate,  that  the  patterns  are 
approved,  and  that  the  clothing  is 
anJfwerable  to  the  patterns ;  and 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  agent  to 
the  invalids,  that  the  clothing*  has 
been  provided  by  the  clothier,  and 
lent  to  the  regiments  and  compa¬ 
nies  ;  the  fecretary  at  war,  puriii- 
ant  to  a  warrant  from  the  trealury, 
prepares  the  king’s  warrant,  autho¬ 
rizing  the  payment  of  the  Him  al¬ 
lotted  for  the  clothing  to  the  a- 
gent.  Hence  it  follows,  that  all 
thefe  inftruments,  with  the  pay 
warrants  indorfed  by  the  agent  and 
clothier,  mull  be  produced  to  the 
auditor. 

The  voucher  for  the  allowance 
of  a  bill  for  contingencies,  is  the 
warrant  indorfed  by  the  agent, 
with  the  bill  annexed  :  the  truth  of 
the  account  ilated  in  the  bill  is  cer¬ 
tified  upon  honour,  by  the  com¬ 
manding  officer,  upon  the  bill  it- 
felf. 

The  payment  of  the  reduced  of¬ 
ficers  is  allowed  upon  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  half-pay  eftabliftiment, 
with  the  pay  warrant  annexed ; 
and  the  paymafter-general’s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  furns  he  has  paid  ; 
and  the  receipt  of  each  officer  or 
his  affigns,  with  a  certificate  of  his 
being  alive,  and  not  otherwife  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  government. 

The  auditor  compares  the  feye- 
ral  articles  in  the  lift  of  the  deduc¬ 
tions  for  the  widows  penfions,  with 
their  correfpondent  entries  in  the 
regimental  book  of  account^  and 


allows  the  payment  of  the  total 
fum  contained  in  the  lift,  to  the 
pay  mailer  of  thefe  penfions  (who, 
is  an  officer  fubjeCf  to  account)  up-, 
on  his  name  appearing  to  be  in- 
dorfe'd  upon  the  lift, 

,The  accounts  of  the  deductions 
of  the  one  fhilling  and  fixpenny 
duties,  being  certified  by  the  ledger- 
keeper  in  the  pay-office,  the  re¬ 
ceipts  of  the  receivers  of  thefe  du¬ 
ties,  as  public  officers  fubjeCf  to 
account,  at  the  bottom  of  the  ac¬ 
counts,  are  vouchers  to  the  audi¬ 
tor  for  the  payment  to  them  of  the 
amount  of  thefe  duties. 

The  fums  paid  over  to  pay- 
mafters-general  are  proved  by  the 
warrants  directing  the  payments, 
and  by  the  accounts  of  thefe  pay- 
mattcrs -general,  in  which  they  are 
charged  with  the  fums. 

The  extraordinaries  are  various 
and  extenlive ;  but  there  is  not 
much  difference  in  the  fort  of  vou¬ 
cher  required  by  the  auditor  to 
warrant  his  allowance  of  the  pay¬ 
ment  ; — they  are,  in  general,  pay¬ 
ments  of  fpecific  fums  for  certain 
fervices ;  and,  therefore,  the  war¬ 
rant,  either  indorfed,  or  with  a  fe- 
parate  receipt,  is  the  voucher  for 
allowing  the  payment;  to  which 
muff  be  added  the  production  of 
fuch  warrants,  and  of  fuch  ac¬ 
counts,  lifts,  or  other  papers  or  in- 
ftruments,  as  are  alluded  to  in  the 
warrants,  or  connected  with  the, 
payments. 

The  auditor,  having  thus  exa¬ 
mined  the  articles  in  the  pay-office 
account,  with  their  correfpondent 
vouchers,  reduces  the  account  into 
the  official  form  of  the  exchequer, 
under  the  divifions  of,  the  charge, 
and  difcharge  :  he  does  not  range 
the  articles,  in  either  divilion,  cx~ 
aCtly  under  the  fame'  heads  of  fer- 
vice,  nor  in  the  fame  order,  as  they 
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fland  in  the  pay-office  account,  blit 
chfpofes  them  according  to  his  own 
ideas. 

-  The  firft  article  in  the  difcharge, 
is  the  furplufage  on  the  laft  declar¬ 
ed  account.  In  the  account  of  a 
pay  sn  after-general,  the  amount  of 
his  difcharge  ufually  exceeds  that 
of-  his  charge  :  the  latter  confifls 
of  what  he  has  received  in  the 
year,  and  no  more  ;  but  the  for¬ 
mer  contains  payments  made  both 
in  that  and  in  fubfequent  years. 
Extraordinary  fervices  incurred  in 
any  year,  are  not  voted  until  the 
fucceeding  year ;  but  many  of 
them  are  paid  in  the  year,  and  all 
payments  of  them,  though  made 
an  fubfequent  years,  ate  entered  in 
the  account  of  the  year  in  which 
they  are  incurred.  Such  of  them 
as  are  paid  in  that  year,  are  paid 
either  out  of  the  vote  of  credit,  or 
out  of  money  voted  for  the  ordi¬ 
nary  fervices  of  the  year  but  not 
applied,  thofe  fervices  not  having- 
come  in  courfe  of  payment.  When 
thefe  extraordinaries  are  granted, 
the  film  that  has  been  thus  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  ordinary  fer vice  is 
replaced ;  hence,  the  fum  paid  in 
the  year  being  greater  than  the 
fum  received,  leaves  the  pay  mailer- 
general  in  furplufage. 

One  material  difiinfiion  between 
the  account  of  the  pay-office  and 
that  of  the  auditor,  is  under  the 
head  of  extraordinaries  :  thefe  pay¬ 
ments  are  made  either  with,  or 
without  account ;  the  warrant  ge¬ 
nerally  expreiTes  which  ;  if  it  is 
iilent,  the  auditor  himfelf  ufes  his 
diferetion,  and  judges  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fervice  in  which  clafs 
he  iliail  coniider  the  payment. 
Where  a  fum  is  iffiued  on  account,* 
the  perlon  to  whom  i&Sis  directed  to 
be  paid  becomes  the  accountant  ; 
and"  where  the  nay  men!  is  in  dif- 
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charge  of  a  bill'  drawn  upon  the 
treafury  from  abroad,  the  warrant 
direfls  the  auditor  to  charge  the* 
drawer  of  the  bill  with  the  value, 
and  in  that  cafe  the  drawer  be¬ 
comes  the  accountant. 

In  the  pay-office  account,  no  par¬ 
ticular  attention  is  paid,  in  any 
part  of  it,  to  this  difference  In  the 
mode  of  iffue  ;  thofe  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  money  fubjedt  to  ac count, 
and  thofe  who  have  received  with¬ 
out  account,  are  inferted  pro  mi  ft 
cuo ufly  among  the  other  contin¬ 
gencies  and  extraordiraries  ;  but 
in  the  official  account  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  the  auditor  of  the  im- 
preft  collects  together  the  names 
©f  all  thofe  who  have  received 
fums  on  account,  and,  imlefs  they 
have  either  polled  or  fettled  their 
accounts  before  the  paymailer-ge- 
neraFs  account  of  the  year  is  made 
up,  he  fets  them  infuper,  that  is, 
he  inferts  them  all  together,  with 
the  fums  received  by  each,  in  a 
lift  at  the  foot  of  the  account, 
which  is  called  the  lift  of  mfupers. 
If  any  of  thefe  fob-accountants 
have  palled  their  accounts  in  the 
auditor^  office,  of  produced  them 
to  him  fettled  elfewhere,  before  the 
account  of  the  year  in  which  they 
received  thefe  fums  is  made  up,  in 
that  cafe  they  are  omitted  in  the 
infuper  lift*  but  are  inferted  toge¬ 
ther  in  the  difcharge*  under  the 
head  of  payments  to  perfons,  for 
which  they  have  accounted.  The 
paymafter-general  has  credit  in  this 
account  for  the  amount  of  the  in¬ 
fuper  lift  ;  and  in  his  fucceeeding' 
year’s  account  he  is  charged  in  the 
firft  article  with  the  fame  grofs 
fum,  deferihed  as  depending  upon 
fundry  perfons,  and  Handing  in¬ 
fuper  upon  them  in  the  laft  ac-* 
count.  * 

If  any  of  thefe  frib-accountants 
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pafs  or  fettle  their  accounts  after 
the  account  of  the  year  is  made  up, 
the  auditor  cl'afles  them  together  in 
the  next  year’s  account,  and  gives 
the  pay-mafter-general  ‘credit  for 
them  in  his  difcharge,  and  dedudls 
the  amount  of  them  from  the  grofs 
fum  of  infupers  depending,  entered 
at  the  foot  of  that  fueceeding  year’s 
account.  Where  any  of  them  pafs 
their  accounts  in  the  time  of  a  fuc- 
ceeding  p  ay  m  a  iter,  and  receive  ba¬ 
lances  from  him,  they  are  cl  a  (Ted  in 
his  difcharge  under  the  head  of  mo- 
hey  accounted  tor. 

Where  n  perfon  is  once  fet  mfu- 
per,  he  mu  ft  continue  fubjedt  to  ac¬ 
count  until  he  is  cleared  by  the  au¬ 
ditor.  He  may  be  cleared,  either 
by  palling  his  account  before  the 
auditor,  or  by  producing  to  him  his 
account  fettled  elfewhere  ;  in  either 
cafe,  the  auditor  enters,  in  the  mar¬ 
gin  of  that  account  in  which  he 
frauds  infuper,  oppoiife  to  his  name, 
•the  year  in  which  he  is  cleared. 
Where  he  paffes  his  account  before 
the  auditor,  and  a  balance  is  due 
from  him,  the  auditor  certifies  that 
balance  to  the  treafury,  and  he  is 
directed,  by  a  king’s  warrant,  to 
pay  it  either  to  the  paymafter-ge- 
sferal  or  into  the  exchequer  ;  upon 
production  to  the  auditor  of  that 
warrant,  indorfed  by  the  paymaiier- 
general,  where  it  is  paid  to  him,  or 
of  a  pay-office  certificate,  that  it  is 
fio  paid,  or  of  the  tally,  where  it  is 
paid  into  the  exchequer,  the  audi¬ 
tor  writes  at  the  bottom  of  the  ac¬ 
count,  4<  Even  and  quit,*’ and  clears 
the  infuper.  If  the  account  is  fet¬ 
tled  elfewhere,  and  the  accountant 
produces  a  warrant  with  the  fettled 
„  account  annexed,  directing  him  to 
pay  the  balance  either  to  the  pay- 
ma-fter-generai  or  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  with  the  indorfement  or  cer¬ 
tificate  in  the  one  cafe,  or  the  tally 
hi  the  other*,  the  auditor  clears  file 


infuper.  If,  upon  the  account  be¬ 
ing  palled  or  fettled,  the  balance  is 
due  to  the  accountant,  the  warrant 
directing  the  paymafter-general  to 
pay  him  that  balance,  indorfed  by 
the  accountant,  being  produced  to 
the  auditor  by  the  paymafter-gene¬ 
ral,  as  his  voucher  for  that  pay¬ 
ment,  the  infuper  will  be  cleared  y- 
and  thefe  are  the  only  means  ( mi¬ 
le  fs  by  fpecial  warrant  obtained  for 
that  particular  purpofe)  by  which 
a  fub-accountant  of  this  defcriptiori 
can  be  cleared. 

The  official  account,  drawn  up 
by  the  auditor,  is  neither  iigned  nor 
fworn  to  by  the  paymafter-general  ; 
his  atteftation  upon  oath  of  the  pay- 
office  account  (which  comprehends 
all  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the 
year)  and  of  the  regimental  ac¬ 
count,  is  fufticient.  Two  parts  of 
the  official  account  are  ingrafted ; 
and  it  is  declared,  and  palled  through 
the  exchequer  offices  in  like  man¬ 
ner  as  the  accounts  of  the  treafurer 
of  the  navy.  The  total  charge  up* 
on  the  paymafter-general,  in  this 
account  of  the  year  1767,  amount* 
ed  to  2,221,525!.  19s.  2d,  and  his 
total  difcharge  to  i,88i,iqib  17s, 

7d- 

The  pay-office  book  of  account 
includes  not  only  the  receipts  and 
payments  for  the  army  fer vices,  but 
alio  thole  on  account  of  Chelfea 
hofpital :  the  auditor  of  the  imprefts 
feparates  the  accounts  of  the  pay* 
mailer-general  of  the  forces  from 
thofe  of  the  pay  mailer  and  treafurer 

Chelfea  hofpital,  and  forms  them 
into  two  di ftinCt  accounts. 

The  account  of  the  paymafter 
and  treafurer  of  Chelfea  hofpital 
con  lifts  of  the  charge  and  dif¬ 
charge  t  the  charg  •  i*.  com po fed  of 
the  deductions  of  the  poundage, 
and  the  one  days  pay  ftopt  frorp  the 
pay  of  the  forces,  a n  1  of  the  pound* 
age  ftopt  from  the  payment  to  thp 
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agent  for  the  out-peniioners  :  the 
difcharge  includes  the  payments  of 
falaries,  and  for  provisions,  necef- 
faries,  and  contingent  expences  of 
the  hofpital,  and  to  the  agent  for 
the  out-penfioners.  Part  only  of 
the  poundage  is  applied  to  the  ufe 
of  Lhelfea  hofpital ;  the  other  part 
is  expended  in  the  payment  of  the 
exchequer  fees  and  of  various  fala¬ 
ries  ;  but  all  the  payments  out  of 
this  fund,  of  whatever  kind,  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  hofpital  account; 

The  vouchers  for  the  falaries  are, 
the  eftablifhment,  and  the  king’s 
warrants,  either  indorfed  by,  or 
with  the  feparate  receipts  of,  the 
parties.  The  vouchers  for  the  pro- 
vifions,  neceffiaries,  and  contingent 
expences,  are,  the  warrants  of  the 
commiffioners  for  managing  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  hofpital,  with  the  bills 
annexed,  and,  the  receipts  of  the 
parties.  The  auditor  examines  the 
computations  and  callings,  but  forms 
no  judgment  upon  the  reafonahle- 
nefs  or  propriety  of  the  articles  ; 
■the  allowance  of  the  commiffioners 
is  decilive  as  to  the  coniideration  of 
the  payment.  The  fum  for  the  out- 
penfioners  is  a  lpecific  fum,  voted 
bv  parliament  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  is  paid,  purfuant  to  the  warrant 
of  the  commiffioners,  to  the  agent 
for  thofe  penlioners ;  who  is  a  pub¬ 
lic  accountant,  and  paffies  an  an¬ 
nual  account  of  the  lum  he  receives 
“before  the  auditor  of  the  impreft. 
This  hofpital  account  is  reduced  in¬ 
to  the  official  form  ;  it  is  declared, 
iand  paffies  through  the  exchequer 
offices  in  like  manner  as  that  of  the 
paymafter-general^of  thy  forces. 

Among  the  fubjedts  that  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  us  in  the  progrefs  of  this 
enquiry,  there  are  many  which  fur- 
nilh  matter  of  obiervation. 

The  pay  of  the  army  is  the  fir  ft 
in  order  that  prefents  itfelf  to  us. 
'By  means  of  the  examinations  a- 


bove-mentioned,  and  of  the  infpec- 
tion  of  the  eftablifhment,  and  regi¬ 
mental  account  books ;  together 
with  the  examinations  of  Charles 
Marfh,  efq.  an  affiftant  clerk  in  the 
war-office,  and  of  James  Meyrick, 
efq.  an  agent  to  feveral  regiments, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  trace  this 
extenlive  branch  of  the  public  ex¬ 
penditure  through  its  various  mazes; 

The  eftablifhment  under  the  roy¬ 
al  iign  manual,  with  the  regulation 
of  the  fubliftence,  and  the  warrants 
directing  the  deductions,  annexed 
thereto,  is  the  inftrument  that  re¬ 
gulates  the  pay  of  the  army  :  it 
contains  the  diftribution  of  the 
whole  fum  voted  by  parliament  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  land 
forces,  in  certain  portions,  among 
the  feveral  regiments,  troops,  com¬ 
panies,  and  garrifons :  the  portion 
to  which  we  fhall  coniine  our  atten¬ 
tion,  is  that  which  is  allotted  to  a 
marching  regiment'  o'f  foot.  This 
portion  is  divided  into  five  parts  : 
the  pay  and  four  allowances.  The 
iirft,  is  the  full  pay  of  the  officers 
and  private  men,  by  the  day  and 
the  year  :  the  fecond,  is  the  allow.- 
ance  to  widows ;  the  third,  to  the 
colonel,  and  for  clothing  loft  by  de« 
ferters  :  the  fourth,  to  the  captain, 
and  for  recruiting,  &c. :  the  fifth, 
to  the  agent.  The  allowance  for 
widows  is  a  fum  equal  to  the  pay  of 
two  private  men  :  the  other  three 
com  pole  together  a  fum  equal  to 
the  pay  of  four  private  men  ;  thefe 
are  called  warrant  men  :  and  the 
fum  is  thus  diftributed  :  iirft,  the 
allowance  to  the  colonel  conlifts  of 
two  parts  ;  the  fubfiftence  of  one 
man,  which  is  for  his  own  life ;  and 
the  grofs  offreckonings  of  the  four 
men,  which  fall  into,  and  fot*m  a 
part  of,  the  divilion  called  the  off¬ 
reckonings.  Secondly,  the  allow¬ 
ance  to  the  captain  is  thti  ftiblift- 
ence  of  two  men  ;  this  is  not  for  his 
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own  life,  but  for  thepurpofe  of.  re¬ 
cruiting  ;  and,  therefore,  is  placed 
by  the  agent  to  the  non-ertedtivc 
fund.  Thirdly,  the  allowance  to 
the  agent,  is  the  fubfiften'ce  of  one 
man  ;  and  is  for  his  own  ufe. 

We  endeavoured  to  trace  thefe 
civilians  in  the  eftablifhment  to 
their  origin  ;  and  learned,  from  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  appointed  to  confider 
the  flare  of  his.  majefty’s  land  forces 
•and  marines  ip  the  year  1746,  that 
thefe  allowances  were  fir  It  added  to 
the  eftablifiiment  in  the  year  17(7. 
This  led  us  to  the  war-office  tor 
inch  documents  as  were  to.be  found 
there,  and  could  throw  light  upon 
the  fubjeff.  They  tranfmitted  to 
•us  copies  of  two.  eftabliihments  of  a 
regiment  of  foot ;  the  firfc,  dated 
the  29th  December  1716,  which 
contained  only  the  pay  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  men the  fecond,  dated 
the  t  5th  of  Auguft  1717,  in  which, 
beiides  the  pay,  was  inferred  the 
allowance  for  widows,  con  lifting  of 
the  pay  of  one  private  man  only-. 
We  received,  likewife,  from  them 
copies  of  two  letters  from  Mr.  Pul- 
teney,  the  then  fecretary  at  war  ; 
the  one  to  the  cammillary  general 
of  the  mufters,  dated  nth  Auguft 
1716;  the  other  to  the  earl  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  the  then  paymafter-general  of 
the  forces,  dated  the  ift  of  Febru¬ 
ary  1716-17,  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  diftribution  alluded  to  in  that 
letter,  and  of  the  king’s  warrant. to 
the  paymafter-general  of  the  forces, 
dated  the  1 5th  of  July  1717,  Me 
may  collect  from  thefe  papers,  that, 
previous  to  this  period,  thefe  al¬ 
lowances  were  exifting,  but  in  a 
different  ftiape.  Five  fictitious  men 
in  each  company  had  been  puffed 
upon  the  mu  tiers,  and  their  pay 
had  been  applied  in  thefe  allow¬ 
ances.  The  warrant  of  the  1  ;th 
of  July  1717,  diftconfinues  the  five 
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fictitious  men  upon  the  mufter-rolls, 
but  continues  their  pay,  and  fub- 
jotns  it  to  the  pay  of  the  regiment, 
at  the  foot  of  the  eftablifhment,  dif- 
pofing  it  in  the  lour  divilions  above- 
mentioned  ;  111  which  it  has  conti¬ 
nued  ever  ft  nee.  I  he  allowance 
for  widows,  included  in  the  pay 
upon  the  old  eftablifhment,  was  the 
pay  of  one  private  man  only  •  but 
in  the  new  one,  it  was  inereafed  to 
the  pay  of  two.  Beiides  thefe  war¬ 
rant  men,  each  company  has  one, 
two,  or  three  non-eftefttives,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  number  of  which 
the  company  confifts,  called  con¬ 
tingent  men  ;  whole  fubli Hence  is 
paid  to  the  captain,  for  thepurpofe 
of  keeping  the  arms  in  repair,  and 
of  defraying  other  contingent  ex¬ 
penses  of  die  company. 

The  paymaller-general,  whole: 
province  it  is  to  iflftie  all  thefe  fums, 
is  obliged  to  make  a  divifton  of  his 
i fifties  different  from  that  in  the  efta- 
biifhmenty'  he  mull  attend  not  only 
to  the  divilions  he  finds  there,  blit 
aifo  to  the  regulation  of  the  fubfiffe 
ence,  to  the  fund  appropriated  for 
the  clothing  the  non  commiffioned 
officers  and  private  men,  and  totfm 
warrants  directing  the  deductions* 
Hence  he  forms  a  divifton  of  his 
own,,  engrafted  upon  the  divifions 
and  regulations  in  the  eftablifh¬ 
ment  :  it  confifts  of  fix  parts— the 
fuhhflence,  the  allowance  for  wi¬ 
dows  (thefe  two  he  takes  from  the 
eftablilhment),  the  poundage,  the 
hofpital,  the  offreckonings,  and,  the 
clearings.  The  laft  four  are  con* 
fequential  to,  and  formed  out  of, 
the  eftablilhment,  with  the  regular 
tions  and  the  warrants  taken  toge¬ 
ther.  Under  home-  one  or  other  of 
thefe  heads  he  iftues  in  portions,  nt 
different  times,  the  whole  fum  (ex', 
cept  the  allowance  for  widows,  an] 
u  ft  lefts  there  are  reftp ites)  allotted  t> 
the  regiment.  Under  the  head  of 
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fubfiftence,  be  iffues  the  fubfiftence 
either  of  the  whole  regiment,  or  of 
the  effectives  only,  if  fo  directed  by 
the  fecretary  at  war;  the  fubfift¬ 
ence  of  the  one  warrant  man, 
■which  belongs  to  the  colonel ;  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  two  warrant  men, 
which  is  the  allowance  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  tor  recruiting,  &c.  and,  the 
fitbiiflence  of  the  remaining  war¬ 
rant  man,  which  is  the  allowance 
to  the  agent.  Under  the  head  of 
allowance  to  widows,  he  ilfues  to 
the  paymafter  of  the  widows  pen- 
lions  fo  much  as  he  requires  for  that 
Service  ;  the  remainder  either  con« 
tinues  in  his  hands,  as  a  laving, 
until  parliament  direCls  its  applica¬ 
tion,  or  is  applied  by  him,  in  the 
mean  time,  towards  the  payment  of 
the  extraordinaries.  The  deduc¬ 
tions  of  the  poundage  and  hofpital, 
he  applies  to  the  fupport  of  Chel- 
fea  hofpital,  and  to  fuch  other  pur- 
jpofes  as  he  is  directed  by  the  king’s 
Warrants  to  apply  them.  Under 
the  head  of  offreckonings,  he  iffues 
to  the  ail’gnee  of  the  colonel,  a  fum 
which  is  the  difference  between  the 
full  pay  ahd  the  fubli lienee  of  the 
non-comitiiffion'ed  officers  and  pri¬ 
vate  men,  and  of  the  four  warrant 
men,  and  of  the  contingent  men, 
deducting  from  that  fum  the  pound¬ 
age,  hofpital,  and  agency,  upon 
th«ir  full  pay.  Under  the  head  of 
clearings,  he  iffues  fums  of  chfed 
denominations  ;  firfl,  the  eommif- 
fioned  officers  arrears,  that  is,  the 
difference  between  their  full  pay  and 
fubli  He  nee,  deducting  the  poundage 
on  their  full  pay,  and  the  hofpital ; 
fecondly,  to  much  of  the  l'ubfiilence 
^of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and 
private  men,  as  have  not  been  if- 
fued  under  the  head  of  l'ubfiilence; 
thirdly,  the  agency,  that  is,  id.  in 
the  pound  upon  the  full  pay  of  the 
regiment.  Where  the  poundage  is 
directed  to  be  returned  to  the  non- 


com  miffioned  officers  and  private 
men,  he  jellies  it  under  the  head  of 
returned  poundage.  Three  of  thefe 
divilions,  the  fubiiftence,  the  clear¬ 
ings,  and  the  returned  poundage, 
are  iffued  to  the  agent ;  who  dif- 
pofes  of  them  in  this  manner :  the 
fubiiftence  O’f  the  commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers  he  pays  to  them,  including 
that  of  one  of  the  warrant  men  to 
the  colonel :  the  fubiiftence  of  the 
non-commiffioned  officers  and  effec¬ 
tive  private  men  he  pays  to  the  re¬ 
gimental  paymafter  :  he  places  to 
the  non-effeCtive  fund,  the  non-ef- 
fedtive  fubiiftence,  including  that  of 
two  of  the  warrant  men  :  the  fub- 
iillence  of  the  remaining  warrant 
man  he  retains  to  his  own  ufe.  Of 
the  clearings,  he  pays  to  each  offb 
cer  his  fhare  of  the  arrears  :  he 
places  the  non-iffued  fubiiftence  to 
the  non-effeCtive  account ;  and  re¬ 
tains  the  agency  to  his  own  ufe. 
The  returned  poundage  he  pays  to 
the  regimental  paymafter  without 
deduction.  The  affignee  of  the  co¬ 
lonel  applies  the  nett  offreckonings 
to  the  payment  of  the  bills,  and  all 
other  expences  attending  the^floth- 
ing :  the  furplus  he  places  to  the 
credit  of  the  colonel.  The  reffi- 

O 

mental  paymafter  detains  out  of  the 
fubiiftence  of  the  ferfeants  2d.  and 
of  the  corporals  id^-.  and  of  the 
private  men  id.  a  week ;  which  is 
equally  divided  between  him  and 
the  furgeon  :  but  this  deduction  is 
returned  to  them  again. 

From  hence  we  may  collect  the 
articles  of  which  the  adtual  pay  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  officers  and  men  is 
compofed.  The  colonel  has  his 
own  fubfiftence,  that  of  one  war¬ 
rant  man,  his  arrears,  and  the  hav¬ 
ing  from  the  clothing  of  his  regi¬ 
ment.  The  captain  has  his  own 
fubfiftence,  that  of  one,  two,  or 
three,  contingent  men,  according 
to  the  eftablilhment  of  his  regiment, 
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itnd  his  arrears.  The  other  com* 
miffioned  officers  have  their  fubii  li¬ 
enee  and  arrears.  The  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  private  men 
have  their  fublillence,  and  the  al¬ 
lowance  to  the  regimental  paymafter 
and  furgeon  returned  back  to  them. 
The  private  men  receive  back  like* 
wife  their  poundage. 

We  have  been  conlidering  the 
pay  of  a  marching  regiment  of  foot 
only.  In  other  corps,  rhe  dilu¬ 
tions,  allowances,  and  deductions, 
are  different.  In  the  eifablilhment 
of  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  the  al¬ 
lowance  for  widows  is  not  fo  much 
as  the  one  day’s  pay  of  two  private 
men  ;  and  it  is  entirely  omitted  in 
the  effablifhment  of  the  invalids. 
In  many  cafes,  the  pay,  or  parts  of 
the  pay,  are  exempt  from  the 
poundageand  hofpital ;  the  pound¬ 
age  is  returned  to  none  but  the  pri¬ 
vate  men  of  the  foot-guards  and 
marching  regiments,  and  to  the  ef¬ 
fectives  only.  The  cavalry  have  an 
allowance  of  grafs  money  ;  which 
in  time  of  peace,  is  paid  out  of  the 
allowance  lor  keeping  the  horfes  ; 
and  in  time  of  war,  is  an  article  in 
the  contingent  account  of  the  regi¬ 
ment. 

The  clothing  of  the  invalids  is 
not  committed  to  the  colonel  or 
commanding  officer,  but  touhe  pay- 
mafter-general  of  the  forces. 

This  defeription  of  the  pay  of 
the  army,  thews  it  to  be  apportion¬ 
ed  and  iffued  in  a  manner  compli¬ 
cated  and  intricate.  It  is  fo  com¬ 
pounded  and  decompounded,  that, 
without  a  very  curious  and  minute 
inveftigation,  it  is  hardly  poffible 
for  an  officer  to  know,  whether  he 
receives  in  any  year  all  that  he  is 
entitled  to  for  his  ferviee. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  convey 
any  opinion  upon  the  quantum  of 
the  pay  of  the  army.  We  do  not 
mean  either  to  increafe  or  diminilh 
.  1785. 


what  any  one  perfon,  in  the  fcale 
of  military  rank,  receives  at  this 
day  as  the  compenfation  for  his  fer¬ 
viee  :  we  call  in  queftiori  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  no  one  article  of  advan¬ 
tage  that  may  accrue  to  hirrl  under 
the  prelent  fyffem  of  payment :  it 
is  not  within  our  province,  nor  are 
we  competent  to  decide  upon  mili¬ 
tary  merit,  or' to  fettle  the  ftipends 
for  military  fervices <  The  objeft  of 
our  regulations  is  the  mode  of  pay¬ 
ment  only,  and  the  rendering  that 
mode  more  fimple  and  intelligible* 
more  uniform  and  equal. 

In  the  regulation  of  an  office,  it 
is  prudent  to  keep  as  near  as  poffi  ¬ 
ble  to  the  forms  in  ufe  :  the  lefs 
they  are  departed  from,  the  lefs  a- 
verfe  will  the  officers  be  to  admit 
the  improvement. 

The  eftabliflimcnt  which  purfues 
the  ellimate  for  the  army  fervices* 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  is  the  inftrument  that  contains 
the  diifribution  of  the  fum  granted 
for  thole  fervices,  originates  in  the 
war-office ;  and  the  authority  for 
every  payment  made  by  the  pay- 
mafter-general, purfuantto  that  efta- 
hlifhment,  paffies  through  the  fame 
office  :  consequently  every  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  mode  of  payment  mull 
take  its  rife  there  likewife. 

The  firlt  fource  of  perplexity  in 
the  prefen t  mode  of  paying  the  ar¬ 
my  is  found  in  the  eftablifhment  : 
the  fum  therein  allotted  for  rhe  re¬ 
giment,  is  diftributed  among  the 
feveral  ranks,  as  if  it  were  the  ac¬ 
tual  pay  of  the  perfon s  in  fuch 
ranks,  and  in  many  of  the  warrants 
dire&ing  the  difpofltion  of  that  fum* 
it  is  ftyled  the  pay  of  the  forces  ; 
whereas,  not  a  perfon  therein  de- 
feribed  does  in  fact  receive,  either 
by  the  day  or  the  year,  the  fumaf- 
lixed  as  the  pay  of  his  rank. 

The  fervices  ro  which  the  fum  al¬ 
lotted  for  a  regiment  is  at  prefent 
(P)  applied^ 
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applied,  are  thefe :  the  fubliltence 
and  arrears  of  the  officers — the  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  non-commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers — t  he  f  'bfnlence  and  returned 
poundage  of  the  private  men — the 
clothing  of  the  non-commiffioned 
officers  and  private  men— -the  re¬ 
cruiting  fund — and,  the  agency. 
Thefe  are  fervices  that  immediately 
concern  the  regiment :  the  reft  are 
move  remote,  and  relate  to  the  mi¬ 
litary  fervice  in  general ;  as,  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  widows,  Chelfea  hofpi- 
tal,  and  the  other  mifcellaneous  fer¬ 
vices  paid  out  of  the  poundage. 

The  eftablifhment  of  a  regiment 
would  become  more  fimple  and  in¬ 
telligible,  if  it  were  relieved  from 
all  thefe  fervices,  except  the  pay  of 
the  officers  and  private  men  ;  and 
If  the  diviftons  of  the  fums  therein 
jftated  were  made  conformable  to  the 
actual  pay  of  the  fed  eral  ranks.  To 
effeCt  this,  the  fictitious  men,  both 
contingent  and  warrant  men,  mu  ft 
be  fuppreffed  ;  the  allowance  to  wi¬ 
dows,  and  the  deductions  of  the 
poundage  and  hofpital,  muft  be  abo¬ 
lished  ;  feparate  fpecinc  funds,  form¬ 
ed  upon  eftimate,  mull  be  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  clothing,  the  recruit¬ 
ing  fervice,  widows,  Chelfea  hof¬ 
pital,  and  the  other  mifcellaneous 
fervices  now  paid  out  of  the  pound¬ 
age  ;  and  dillinCt  accounts  muft  be 
kept  of  the  expenditure  of  each. 

As  it  is  not  our  intention  to  pro- 
pofe  any  variation  in  the  quantum 
of  the  pay  actually  received  by  any 
perfon  in  the  eftablifhment ;  fo  nei¬ 
ther  do  we  mean  to  alter  the  quan¬ 
tum  of  the  fubliltence,  but  to  keep 
It  as  it  is  now,  diftinCt  from  the  f  ull 
pay.  There  may  be  very  good 
reafons  for  the  prefent  practice  of 
retaining  a  certain  portion  of  the 
pay  for  ibme  time,  to  be  iffued  af¬ 
terwards  at  a  proper  feafon.  The 
eftablifhment,  freed  from  the  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  fervices  above  men- 
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tioned,  will  conlift  of  the  fubfift* 
ence  and  arrears  only ;  the  pay 
will  continue  to  be  iffued  under 
thefe  two  denominations,  and  the 
account  of  the  full  pay  of  a  regi¬ 
ment,  in  the  regimental  account- 
book  in  the  pay-office,  will  be  com¬ 
prized  in  the  fame  two  divilions 
only.  But  the  calculation  of  the 
pay  in  the  eftablifhment  muft  be  va¬ 
ried  :  it  is  at  prefent  made  upon  an 
even  integral  fum  by  the  day  and 
the  year  ;  for  inftance,  the  calcu¬ 
lation  for  a  marching  regiment  in 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  year  1767 
is  this  :  forty-feven  men,  at  Sd. 
each,  is  by  the  day  il.  us.  qd.  j 
and  tor  365  days,  57 il.  16s.  8d. 
The  full  pay  of  a  private  man,  at 
gd.  a  day,  is  12I.  3s.  4c!.  by  the 
year  :  this  fum  being  fubjeCt  to  the 
deductions  of  the  poundage,  and 
one  day’s  pay,  which  amount  to 
1 2s.  iod.  is  reduced  thereby  to  ill. 
10s.  6d.  ;  a  proportional  deduction 
from  8d.  the  day’s  pay,  will  reduce 
it  to  7^-d.  and  1 14  three  hundred 
lixty-fifth  parts  of  a  farthing;  a 
fractional  fum  very  inconvenient 
for  multiples,  and  perplexing  to 
the  calculation.  If  the  calculation 
in  the  eftablifhment  be  made  upon 
the  fubfiftence  as  it  is  now  regulat¬ 
ed,  and  which  is  an  even  fum,  and 
a  third  column  be  added  for  the  ar¬ 
rears,  that  is,  for  what  remains  due 
to  them  for  their  full  year’s  pay, 
over  and  above  their  fubliltence  (the 
greateft  part  of  which  is  now  in¬ 
cluded  in  one  fum  in  the  clearings) 
the  total  of  the  column  of  arrears, 
added  at  the  bottom  to  the  total  of 
the  fubliltence,  will  be  the  fum  al¬ 
lotted  for  the  year’s  pay  of  that  re¬ 
giment.  The  arrears  of  the  com- 
miliioned  officers  (the  colonel  and 
captains  excepted)  will  conlift  of 
the  fame  fums  as  are  now  calculated 
in  the  clearings,  and  paid  to  them 
by  the  agents ;  and  the  arrears  of 
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the  private  men  will  be  the  return¬ 
ed  poundage,  as  it  is  now  calculat¬ 
ed,  and  ifi’ued  under  that  head,  pro¬ 
vided  and  lb  long  as  it  ihall  be  his 
majefiy’s  pleasure  to  continue  this 
bounty  to  them. 

The  abolition  of  the  poundage 
will  caufe  a  variation  in  the  calcu¬ 
lation  of  the  half-pay  eftablifhment. 
The  fum  to  be  paid  to  each  officer 
is  at  prefent  calculated  by  the  day  ; 
and  to  the  half-pay  lifiis  annexed  a 
warrant,  directing-  a  deduction  of 
6d.  in  the  pound  to  be  made  from 
the  payments :  the  reduced  officers 
are  paid  every  fix  months,  and  at 
that  time  this  deduction  is  made,. 
As  we  have  no  intention  to  alter  the 
cjuantum  of  the  fum  paid  to  any 
perfon  upon  this  lilt,  if  the  prefent 
mode  of  calculating  be  continued, 
and  the  poundage  he  deducted,  the 
day’s  pay  mult  be  reduced  in  the 
proportion  that  fix  pence  bears  to 
one  pound,  that  is,  one  fortieth 
part  ;  which  will  confufe  the  calcu¬ 
lation  in  a  manner  fimilar  to  that  a4 
bove  mentioned,  relative  to  the  full 
eftabliffiimentk 

No  reafon  occurs  to  us,  why  the 
calculation  may  not  be  made  by  the 
half  year,  in  dead  of  by  the  day  * 
especially  as  we  find,  at  the  end  of 
this  efiablithment,  that  the  half-pay 
of  the  officers  and  private  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe- 
guards  reduced,  is  calculated*  not 
by  the  day,  but  for  365  days. 

By  abolilhing  the  contingent  alid 
warrant  men,  we  do  not  mean  ro 
take  away  the  advantages  of  the  co¬ 
lonel,  captain*  and  agent,  derived 
from  their  pay*  the  colonel  has  the 
fubfifience  of  one,  and  the  agent 
of  another,  of  the  warrant  men  ; 
the  captain  has  the  fubfifience  of 
the  contingent  mem  No  reafon 
Occurs,  why  thefe  fums  of  fubiifi- 
ence  fhould  not  be  added  to  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  colonel  and  captain 
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in  the  cfiahlifhmerit »  arid  why  the 
agent  fhould  not  be  in  felted  in  it* 
initead  of  being  placed  among  the 
allowances,  with  his  agehcy  enter¬ 
ed  in  the  column  of  arrears*  this 
will  caufe  no  variation  in  the  mode 
of  ifiue  ;  for  thefe  films  of  fubfifi¬ 
ence  are  now  iffued  with  the  reel- 
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mental  fubfifience,  and  the  agency 
is  a  part  of  the  clearings; 

Where  the  pay  of  the  officers  is 
fubjeft  to  the  is.  arid  6d.  duties, 
the  paymafter-general  detains  therri 
out  of  their  pay  in  his  office,  and 
pays  them  to  the  receivers  ;  bur,  as 
we  propofe  that  all  officers  fhould 
receive  the  entire  fums  which  wilt 
be  allotted  to  them  for  their  pay  in 
the  efiablifhiw  nt,  without  d'e  mo¬ 
tion,  under  the  heads  of  fubfifience 
and  arrears,  their  affinal  pay  conti¬ 
nuing  the  fame,  thefe  duties  muft  be 
paid  out  of  the  fund  to  be  created 
to  fatisfy  thofe  fervices,  to  which 
the  poundage  is  at  prefent  appli¬ 
cable. 

The  final!  deductions  of  id.  U 
week  from  the  fubfifience  of  each  of 
the  private  men*  of  ifd.  from  the 
corporal*  and  of  2d.  from  the  fer- 
jeant,  are  equally  divided  between 
the  regimental  paymafier  and  the 
furgeon*  but  are  repaid,  by  the 
king’s  bounty*  out  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinaries.  As  the  tinge  on  is  now 
upon  the’eftabliflrment,  this  emolu¬ 
ment  of  his  may  bri  added  either  to 
his  fubfifience  or  arrears  ;  and  the 
regimental  paymafier  may  be  put 
upon  the  efiablifiiment,  and  his 
fhare  entered  in  the  like  manner. 

The  other  fervices  that  have  hi-* 
therto  been  provided  for  out  of  the 
grofs  fum  allotted  for  a  regiment* 
and  for  which  we  propofe  Ipecific 
funds,  are*  the  clothing  of  the  non- 
commiffioned  officers  and  private 
men,  arid  the  recruiting  fdrvice  ; 
together  with  thofe  to  which  this 
fum  has  been  contributory*  the  re  a 
(F  2)  lief 
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lief  of  officers  widows,  Chelfea  hof- 
pital,  and  certain  mifcellaneous  fer- 
vices* 

The  fund  for  the  clothing  is  the 
nett  offreckonings,  that  is  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  lubfidence  of 
the  non-commiiiioned  officers  and 
private  men  and  their  full  pay,  af¬ 
ter  deducting  the  poundage,  holpi- 
tal,  and  agency  upon  their  full  pay. 
Though  the  total  fum  allotted  for  a 
regiment  is  directed  by  the  pay- 
warrant  to  be  paid  to  the  colonel, 
and  his  agent  indorfes  it  ;  yet  this 
clothing  fund  is  not  applied  by  the 
colonel  himfelf :  the  paymaffer  ge¬ 
neral  is  directed  by  the  mutiny  adt 
to  pay  the  offreckonings  to  fuch 
perfon  only  as  has  a  regular  align¬ 
ment  of  them.;  and,  therefore,  the 
colonel  always  aligns  them,  either 
to  the  clothier  or  to  his  own  agent : 
the  alffi ’'nee  receives  them  of  the 
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pay  mailer-general,  and  thereout  de¬ 
frays  the  coll  and  all  the  expences 
attending  the  clothing  ;  and  for  the 
relidue  he  accounts  to  the  colonel. 

We  learn  from  Robert  Quarme, 
efq.  chief  clerk  in  that  branch  of 
the  office  of  the  comptroller  of  the 
army  accounts  that  relates  to  the 
clothing,  in  what  manner  this  ler- 
vice  is  conducted.  The  clothing 
this  part  of  the  army  is  entrufled  to 
the  management  of  a  certain  num- 
ber  of  general  officers,  called  the 
clothing  board,  choien  annually  by 
the  board  of  general  officers.  This 
clothing  board  is  governed,  by  in- 
ilr actions  iffued  in  the  ixth  year  of 
the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  Upon  a 
certain  day  appointed  by  the  board, 
the  clothiers  produce  to  them  pat¬ 
terns  of  the  feveral  fpecies  of  cloth¬ 
ing  !  after  examination,  thole  that 
are  approved  of  are  fealed  with  the 
teals  of  three  of  the  board,  and  with 
the  office  leal,  and  delivered  to  the 
clothiers.  After  the  clothing  is 
made  up,  it  is  reviewed  by  one  of 
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the  board,  appointed  for  that  pur-* 
pole,  taking  care  that  no  one  re¬ 
views  the  clothing:  of  his  own  regi- 
ment.  Upon  the  certificate  of  the 
reviewing  general,  that  he  has 
found  the  clothing  agreeable  to  the 
patterns,  the  clothing  board  join  to 
the  colonel’s  alignment  their  certi- 
dcate  to  the  payma tier-general,  that 
the  clothing  has  been  viewed  and 
approved,  and  deliring  him  to  pay 
to  the  affignee  the  fum  mentioned  in 
the  alignment. 

The  offreckonings  being  ealeu- 
fated  upon  the  full  e flab li Dim ent, 
including  the  non-effeCtives,  con¬ 
tingent,  and  warrant  men,  and 
clothing  being  procured  for  the  ef¬ 
fectives  only,  a  lurplus  muft  accrue 
from  this  fund  to  the  colonel ;  and 
the  more  defective  the  regiment,  the 
greater  will  be  that  furplus,  and 
therefore  different  in  different  re^i- 

O 

ments. 

We  do  not  mean  to  convey  the 
moft  diltant  idea,  that  we  have  the 
lead  realon  to  imagine  any  undue 
advantage  has  been  taken  of  this 
mode  of  clothing  the  army  by  any 
perfon  whatfoever  ;  but  we  are  well 
grounded  in  fuggelting  a  reform, 
where  an  ufage  is  open  to  abufe. 

The  principles  upon  which  our 
regulations  proceed,  lead  us  to  re¬ 
duce  this  vague  emolument  to  cer- 
tainty  and  equality.  From  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  a  given  number  of  years, 
an  average  mav  be  obtained  of  the 
profit  accruing  to  the  colonel  from 
the  clothing  ;  a  compenfation  for 
which  may  be  made  a  part  of  his 
pay,  and  increafe  either  his  fublilt- 
ence  or  his  arrears  in  the  eitablifli- 
ment,  or  both,  in  fuch  proportions 
as  may  be  confident  with  the  regu¬ 
lations  in  life.  A  fpecidc  fund  up¬ 
on  edimate  may  be  voted  annually 
tor  clothing  every  corps  that  com- 
poies  the  army,  without  exception  ; 
and  the  clothing  board  may  go  one 

dep 
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ftep  farther  than  they  do  at  prc- 
fent :  as  they  pals  their  judgment 
upon  the  quality  of  the  patterns, 
they  are  equally  competent  to  judge 
of  the  price,  and  may  the  relore 
contract  for  the  clothing  of  every 
corps  ;  and  when  the  contract  is 
completed,  they  may,  after  infpec- 
tion  and  approbation,  direCt  the 
pay  matter-general  to  pay  the  clo¬ 
thier  the  price  Specified  in  the  con¬ 
tract,  as  they  do  now  the  fum  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  alignment.  One  di- 
ilinCt  account  will  then  be  kept  in 
the  pay-office,  of  the  clothing  of 
the  whole  army,  as  there  is  now  of 
the  clothing  of  the  militia,  for 
which  a  lpecific  fum  is  granted  by 
parliament ;  and  to  which,  as  well 
as  to  the  clothing  of  the  invalids, 
the  regulations  we  have  above  fug- 
gelled  may,  with  equal  propriety, 
be  extended. 

The  next  to  be  provided  for  is 
the  recruiting  fervice  :  the  fund  at 
prefent  applicable  to  that  purpofe, 
is  compounded  of  the  fubiiftence  of 
the  non-effectives  and  of  two  of  the 
warrant  men  .  the  diipoiition  of  it 
is  regulated  by  his  majefty’s  war¬ 
rant,  dated  the  igth  of  February 
1766.  Should  it  be  thought  expe¬ 
dient,  as  it  feems  reafonable,  to  if- 
fue  the  fubiiftence,  not  upon  the 
full  eftabliftiment,  but  according  to 
mufter,  and  to  abolifti  the  warrant 
men,  this  fund  will  be  extinguifh- 
cd  ;  and  to  fupply  its  place,  a  fpe- 
cilic  fund  mult  be  created,  and 
voted  annually  upon  ellimate,  for 
the  purpofe  of  recruiting  the  army  ; 
and  a  diftinCt  account  kept  in  the 
pay-office  of  the  ilfues  under  this 
head  of  fervice. 

The  warrant  that  regulates  this 
recruiting  fund  directs,  that  the  re¬ 
maining  balance  upon  the  non-ef- 
feCtive  account  of  a  marching  regi¬ 
ment,  after  fetting  apart  a  certain 
fnm,  (lull  be  divided  every  year  a- 
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mong  the  captains,  provided  it  fhall 
not  exceed  twenty  pounds  to  each. 
If  their  interelt  in  this  fund  has 
been  productive,  they  are  not  to  be 
deprived  of  it  becaufe  the  fund  is 
aboliflicd  ;  their  arrears  fhould  be 
increafed  in  the  eftabliftiment,  by 
a  fum  equal  to  their  average  receipt 
out  of  this  fund,  for  a  given  mini- 
ber  of  years. 

Every  regiment  and  corps  in  the 
army  will  have  an  intereff  in,  and 
its  lliare  of,  the  two  funds  for  the 
clothing  and  recruiting' :  luch  (hares, 
when  paid,  will  not  be  placed  in 
the  pay-office,  to  the  feparate  ac¬ 
count  of  the  regiment  or  corps,  but 
to  the  general  account  of  the  fer¬ 
vice  :  what  is  iifued  to  the  agent 
will  be  charged  by  him  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  corps  to  which  it  be¬ 
longs  :  the  accounts  of  thefe  funds 
will  refemble  the  account  of  the 
contingent  fund,  as  it  is  now  kept 
in  the  pay-office.  One  diftinCt  fum 
for  contingencies  upon  account,  is 
inferted  in  the  eftabliftiment :  a  pay¬ 
ment  out.  of  that  fund  is  made  to 
molt  of  the  regiments  and  corps  in 
the  fervice  ;  but  every  payment  is 
placed  to  one  account  only,  under 
the  head  of  contingencies. 

The  fum  that  has  hitherto  been 
allotted  for  this  fervice,  is  20,000b 
and  it  it  has  exceeded  that  fum,  the 
over-payments  have  been  carried  to 
the  account  of  the  extraordinaries, 
becaufe  not  provided  forin  the  efta¬ 
bliftiment.  As  the  probable  con¬ 
tingencies  may  be  ealily  eftimated, 
a  fufficient  fum  fhould  be  provided 
tor  that  fervice,  that  the  account 
may  be  preferved  entire. 

The  ftrft  of  the  fervices  provided 
for  by  contributions  from  the  pay  of 
the  regiments  and  corps,  is  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  widows  :  this  fervice  has 
no  connection  with  the  pay  of  a  re¬ 
giment.  The  propriety  is  appa¬ 
rent,  of  fubftitutine  one  feparate 
{V  3)  fund 
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fund  for  this  diftindffervice,  in  the 
place  of  a  fund  compofed  of  many 
articles,  fubtradfed  from  as  many 
different  lums  granted  principally 
for  other  purpofes. 

The  other  two  contributions  are, 
the  poundage,  and  the  one  day’s 
pay  :  thele  are  blended  together  in¬ 
to  one  fund,  and  applied  for  the 
fupport  of  Chelfea  hofpital  ;  the 
payment  of  the  returned  poundage, 
and  of  certain  fees  and  falaries. 

Chelfea  hofpital  is  another  of 
thofe  diffinbf  fervices  that  requires 
to  be  provided  for  by  a  feparate 
fund  :  one  branch  of  it,  the  fup¬ 
port  of  the  out-penffoners,  is  at  this 
time  a  fpecific  voted  fervice  :  a  fimi- 
lar  independent  fund  fliould  be  efta- 
bliffied,  to  defray  the  expences  of 
the  other  branch  of  this  charitv. 

If  the  returned  poundage  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  effablilhment,  the  fees 
and  falaries  will  be  the  only  fervices 
remaining  ;  and  may  be  annually 
provided  for  in  like  manner  by  a  fe¬ 
parate  eftimated  lum  ;  in  which  may 
be  included  a  proviffon  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  is.  and  6d.  duties,  and 
for  any  other  contingent  expence 
that  concerns  the  whole  army,  and 
may  have  efcaped  our  attention  or 
inquiry. 

The  number  of  independentfunds 
propofed  to  be  eflablilbed  by  thefe 
regulations,  are  five  :  the  clothing, 
the  recruiting,  the  widows,  Cheljea 
liofpital,  and,  the  milcellaneous  fer- 
viees.  In  claffing  the  fervices,  with 
a  uew  to  determine  how  many  fe¬ 
parate  funds  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
create,  the  number  as  well  as  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fervices  fliould  be  at¬ 
tended  to.  It  is  inconvenient  either 
%o  multiply  funds  unneceffarily,  or 
to  incumber  one  fund  with  too  ma¬ 
ny,  or  with  heterogeneous  and  un¬ 
connected  fervices. 

The  accounts  of  all  the  funds  for 
fpeciffc  fervices,  in  the  pay-office, 
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fliould  be  balanced  every  year,  .ant! 
as  foon  as  poflible  after  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  year,  and  the  ftate  of 
them  tranfmitted  to  the  war-office 
before  the  grants  of  parliament  for 
the  enfuing  year  are  voted,  that  the 
fecretary  at  war  may  be  the  better 
enabled  to  form  his  effii, nates  for  the 
future  fervices. 

Our  regulations  have  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  circumffanees  of  a  march  - 
ing  regiment  of  foot  :  in  other  of 
the  army  corps,  as  in  the  guards, 
the  cavalry,  the  invalids,  the  mili¬ 
tia,  and  the  marines,  thefe  circum- 
Itances  vary ;  but,  probably,  not 
fo  materially  as  to  prevent  the  fame 
regulations  from  being  eafily  recon¬ 
ciled  and  made  conformable  to  fuch,, 
diffindtions. 

The  general  principle  we  have, 
had  in  view  is,  that  the  eftablifn- 
merit  fliould  contain  the  real  full 
pay  of  every  perfon  named  or  de¬ 
fended  therein,  and  nothing  more  * 
and  that  every  other  fervice,  or  clafs, 
of  fervices,  relative  to  the  army, 
fliould  be  provided  for  by  its  own 
diiiinCt  fund. 

The  advantages  that  are  intended 
to  be  derived  from  the  regulations 
propofed  are  thefe  :  to  render  the 
army  eftablifhment  fimple  and  intel¬ 
ligible — to  reduce  the  aClual  pay  of 
each  officer  and  private  man  through¬ 
out  the  army  to  a  certainty,  and  in 
fimilar  ranks  to  an  equality  ;  each, 
will  know  the  reward  of  his  fervice, 
and  the  ground  on  which  he  may 
claim  it— to  relieve  the  office  that 
keeps  the  accounts,  and  the  office, 
that  pafies  them,  and  the  agent, 
from  much  unnecefTary  trouble  ;  no 
unimportant  conlideration.  in  the. 
prefent  ffate  of  the  army  accounts ^ 
The  computing  the  offreckonings, 
a  branch  fo  extenfive  as  to  give  a 
title  to  one  of  the  officers  in  the 
pay-office,  will  be  at  an  end,  and 
the  officer  become  unnecelfary. — • 

There 
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There  will  be  no  computations  and 
callings  of  the  allowances  to  wi¬ 
dows  ;  poundage  and  hofpital  to 
form,  enter,  examine,  and  compare. 
The  amount  of  the  fund  for  the  al¬ 
lowance  to  widows,  in  this  year 
1 767,  was  15,604!.  17s.  2d.;  the 
number  of  articles  that  compoled  it 
was  fix ty -four  :  the  poundage  was 
52,304!.  ;  and  the  number  of  arti¬ 
cles  492  :  the  hofpital  was  2,637!. 
5s.  7d.  and  the  number  of  articles 
359;  and  in  time  of  war  the  num¬ 
ber  of  articles  is  very  much  increaf- 
ed.  The  account  of  every  difb’ndt 
fervice,  or  clafs  of  Cervices,  will  be 
reduced  to  a  limple  debtor  and  cre¬ 
ditor  account ;  and  the  public  will 
every  year  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  amount  of  their  expence  for 
each  fervice,  and  be  the  better  able 
to  judge  where  to  retrench. 

Another  effedt  which  thefe  regu¬ 
lations  tend  to  produce,  ought  par¬ 
ticularly  to  be  mentioned  ;  if  the 
eflimates  for  thefe  Cervices  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  probable  demands  of  the 
year,  and  the  fums  granted  for  them 
are  applied,  as  they  ought  to  be,  as 
foon  as  the  Cervices  are  incurred,  the- 
fund  of  voted  Cervices  remaining 
unapplied,  out  of  which  the  extra- 
ordinaries  have  hitherto  been  paid* 
will  be  greatly  diminiflie4,  if 


030 

totally  exhaufled,  and  eftimates  for 
the  extraordinaries  will  then  beedme 
indifpen  fable. 

W e  were  puriuing  our  enquiry, 
and  proceeding  in  our  obfervations. 
upon  various  branches  that  grow 
out  of  the  fubjedt  matter  before  us, 
the  refult  of  which  we  intended 
fliould  have  formed  a  part  of  this 
Report ;  when,  finding  from  the 
votes  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
the  pay-office  of  the  army  was  one 
of  the  fubjedts  of  prefent  delibera¬ 
tion,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  com¬ 
plete  our  enquiry  into  that  office, 
and  to  fubmit  our  proceedings,  with 
fuch  obfervations  as  had  occurred 
to  us,  upon  the  manner  or  condudt- 
ing  the  pay  of  the  army,  that  the 
legillature  might  be  poffelied  of  fuch 
information  as  has  been  difeiofed  to 
us  relative  to  the  office  of  the  pay- 
rraafler-general  of  his  majefly’s 
forces. 


T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  Piggott,  (L.  S.) 

Rich.  Neave,  (L.  S.) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.  S.) 

Qeo.  Drummond,  (L.  S.) 


Office  of  Accounts ^ 
Surrey  Street , 

29///  March y  1783^ 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Y ear  1785, 


N  a  v  Y, 

February  3, 

OR  1 8„coo  men,  including  3,620  marines  for 
feaffiendce  for  1785,  at  4I.  per  man  per  month 

March  70 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay 
to  fea  and  marine  officers  «-  — 

Towards  the  building,  rebuilding,  nnd  repairs  of 
iliips  of  war,  in  his  majefty’s  yards,  and  other  extra 
works,  exclusive  of  we^F  and  te^F  in  ordinary  for  1785 


j£t  s,  dH 

936,000  o  o 


'675,3°;  I 


940,000  o  o 


2G5T>3°7  1 7  2 


A  R  M  Y, 

Fe  ERUARY  17, 

For  1 8,05  3  effective  men,  commiffioned  and  non- 
commiffioned  officers  included,  to  be  employed  in 
the  year  1785  for  guards,  garrifons,  &c.  in  Great 
^Britain?  Gpernfey,  Jerfey,  &c.  * —  - — 

For  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations  and  at 
Gibraltar  • —  —  —  - — 

For  the  difference  between  the  charge  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  and  Irifli  eftablifhment,  of  lix  battalions  of  foot 
gt  Gibraltar,  in  North  America,  and  the  Weft  In- 

For  the  pay  pf  one  regiment  of  light  dragoons  and 
live  battalions  of  foot  in  the  Eaft  Indies  — 

For  full  pay  for  365  days,  to  reduced  and  fuper- 
jiumerary  officers  —  —  — - 

For  general  and  ffaff-officers  for  1783  — 

For  the  allowance  to  the  paymafter-general,  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  commiffary-general  of  the  mufters,  judge 
advocate-general,  comptrollers  of  the  army  accounts, 
their  deputies,  clerks,  &c.  and  for  the  amount  of  ex¬ 
chequer  fees,  to  be  paid  by  the  paymaffer-general, 
and  on- account  of  poundage  to  be  returned  to  the  in¬ 
fantry  for  1785  —  — 

For  five  battalions  of  Hanoverians  from  June  25, 
.1784,  to  the  refpective  times  of  their  return 


655*963  4  3 

222,021  4  4 

6)355  >5  3 
6,968  9  9 

25,784  8  9| 

6,236  10  6 


74,221  14  5 

8,904  6  6 
For 
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For  the  in  and  out-penlioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital, 
and  the  expences  of  the  faid  Hofpital  for  1781 

April  18, 

For  army  extraordinaries,  &c.  from  Dec.  25,  1783, 
to  Dec.  25,  1784,  not  provided  for  by  parliament 

April  25. 

For  fubfidies  due  to  the  landgrave  of  HefTe-CaiTel, 
and  to  the  reigning  duke  of  Brunfvvick  for  1785 
To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum  voted  for  a 
fubfidy  to  the  landgrave  of  HefTe-Caffel  for  1784 
For  penfions  to  the  widows  of  commiffioned  offi- 
eers,  &c.  for  1785  — **■  —  — • 

May  5, 

For  the  charge  of  feveral  battalions  of  foot,  for 
different  periods  in  1784  —  — r  — 

Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  the  army 
and  marines  for  1783  — •  — 

For  the  allowances  to  the  officers  and  private  gem 
tlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe-guards  reduced, 
and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops 
pf  horfe-guards  for  1783  —  — 

Upon  account  of  the  commiffioned  officers  of  the 
Britifh  American  forces  for  1783  — - 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  on  the  fum  granted  up« 
pn  that  account  in  1783  -  , —  — 

To  ditto  for  1784  —  — *  — 

Upon  account  of  feveral  officers  late  in  the  fervice 
of  the  fbj.tes -general  for  178$  **■— 
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683,116 
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3 

69,291 
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6 

5°?9^9 
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7 

13,027 
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$ 

7*737 

18 

li 

197,703 
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10 

335 

57,800 

7  36 
4,308 


*5  4 
1  ir 

1 1  6 

**  3 


3*535  0  6 


2,286,263  9  o'. 


ORDNANCE. 

March  14. 

For  the  expence  pf  fervices  performed  by  the  of- 
fijpe  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not  provided 
for  by  parliament  in  1 784  -r-  — - 

For  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice  for  1785 


42,035 

350,820 


13  8 
1  9 


392,855  15  j 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

February  21, 

To  difeharge  exchequer  bills  made  out  by  virtue  of 
an  a£t  of  lafl  feffion  —  —  — *  1,500,000  o  o 

March  11, 

Jo  the  Levant  Company  — -  3,000  p  o 

April  7. 

To  difeharge  a  farther  fum  raifed  by  exchequer 
bills,  by  virtue  of  another  qf  IffiKeffion  1,000,060  o  o 


Ami* 
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April  25, 


Upon  account,  towards  completing  the  road  from 
Ballantrae  in  Ayrefhire,  to  Stranrae  in  Galloway, 
North  Britain  < —  —  —  — . 

May  9. 

To  reimburfe  general  James  Murray,  late  gover¬ 
nor  and  vice-admiral  of  Minorca,  the  fum  of  5000I. 
paid  to  him  by  Mr.  James  Sutherland,  pvtrfuant  to  a 
verdidf  of  the  court  of  exchequer  m  1783,  and  the 
coifs  in  that  fuit  — -  —  — 

June  6. 

For  the  falarles  of  the  civil  officers  of  Ea(i  Florida, 
from  the  24th  of  June  1784,  to  the  24th  of  June 

To  make  good  a  fum  iffiued  to  Thomas  Cotton, 
efq.  to  difcharge  bills  drawn  on  the  commiffioners  of 
the  treafury  by  John  Parr,  efq.  governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  other  fervices  — -  —  — 

For  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia,  from 
the  1  if  of  January  1785,  to  the  iif  of  January  1786 
For  ditto  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John  in  America, 
from  the  id  of  January  1785,  to  Jan.  1,  1786  — 

For  ditto  of  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  from  June 
24,  1  7 8 ^ ,  to  June  24,  1786  —  — • 

For  ditto  of  the  Bahama  ifl-mds,  in  addition  to  the 
falaries  now  paid  to  the  public  officers  out  of  the  du¬ 
ty,  fund,  and  other  inch  ental  charges  attending  the 
fame,  from  Jan.  i,  1 7 S  ,  to  Jan.  1,  1786  — 

For  ditto  of  the  province  of  New  Brunfvvick  in 
America,  from  June  24,  1785,  to  June  24,  1786 
For  the  falary  of  the  chief  juflice  of  the  Bermuda 
or  Somers  illands,  from  June  24,  1785,  to  June  24, 
1 786;  and  to  difcharge  the  arrears  of  falaries  due  to 
the  attorney-general  of  the  faid  iflands,  from  July  19, 
ijf 78,  to  the  1 8th  of  April  1783  —  — 

'  To  make  good  a  fum  iffiued  for  the  relief  of  fundry 

•  .  t  * 

American  civil  officers  and  others,  who  have  fuffered 
on  account  of.  their  attachment  to  his  majefly’s  go¬ 
vernment  5  T—  -  - 

June  14. 

To  make  good  the  firms  charged  on  the  4J  per  cent, 
^n  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  iflands,  which  remain¬ 
ed  unfatisfied  on  the  5th  of  April  1785 

J  UNE  21. 

For  prefent  relief  to  fuch  of  the  American  loyal  ids 
as  have  given  fatisfariory  proofs  of  their  loffies  to  the 
commiffioners  appointed  by  an  acri  of  the  23d  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  empowering  them  to  enquire  into  the 
loffies  and  fervices  of  the  American  loyalifls,  to  be. 
paid  i,n  a  proportion  of  40  per  cent,  to  fuch  of  the. 

feU 


•  cl* 

800  o  o 


5,489  1 7  Q 


2,950  o  o 

8,395  2  5 

3,976  17  6 

1,900  o  o 
2,350  o  o 


2,370  o  o 
6,356  17  o 


1,592  I  I< 


36,819  19  o 
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laid  perfons  as  bore  arms  and  rendered  fervices  in 
America  ;  and  of  30  per  cent,  to  fuch  others  as  were 
reiident  in  America  during  the  war  —  — 

To  Mr.  Henry  Philips,  on  his  making  a  difcovery, 
for  the  life  of  the  public,  of  the  compolition  of  his 

powder  for  deftroying  infects  —  - 

J UM*E  23. 

To  make  a  compenfation  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 

public  accounts  -  - — -  — > 

To  make  good  money  iffued  in  purfuance  of  ad- 

dreffes  — ~ — - —  - ~ -  — - 

To  make  good  the  fums  paid  to  the  fecretaries  of 
the  commiffioners  of  the  public  accounts,  and  to  the 
commiffioners  for  impairing  into  the  Ioffes  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  loyalifts  - - -  — - — — — - 

To  make  good  the  expence  of  confining  and  em¬ 
ploying  convicts  on  the  rivei  Thames  - — •  — 

To  Mr.  Timothy  Cunningham,  as  a  final  compen¬ 
fation  for  compiling  a  General  Index  to  the  Journals 
pf  the  houfe  of  commons,  from  the  year  1547  to  1660 
Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet- 
houfe,  for  the  year  1785  — — • — 

For  fupport  of  the  African  forts  and  fettlements. 


£.  s * 

150,000  o  o 

1,000  o  o 

9,000  o  o 
7,066  18  3 


3,200  o  o 
13,57s  14  -4. 

3,000  o  o 

2  5,000  o  o 
13,000  o  o 


2,857,160  o  iof. 


DEFICIENCIES. 

April  28. 

To  make  good  deficiency  of  fund  for  paying  an¬ 
nuities  granted  by  add  31  Geo.  II.  towards  the  fupply 

for  1758  —  - - 

To  make  good  ditto  for  the  year  1778  » 

To  make  good  ditto  for  the  year  1779 
To  make  good  ditto  for  the  year  1780 
To  make  good  ditto  for  the  year  1782 
To  make  good  ditto  for  the  year  1783 
To  make  good  ditto  for  the  year  1784 


12,087 

7 

si 

159,620 

1 

9* 

122,730 

4 

8 

i58?55i 

4 

1  r 

114,214 

4 

3i 

617,466 

10 

Q 

.24,044 

0 

1,208,713 

13 

4| 

Navy  — 

Army  — .  - 

Ordnance 

Mifcellaneous  Services 
Deficiencies  — ■ 

A .  -  v  '  •  •  1 .  ■  v 


2,551,307  17  2 

2,286,263  9  of 

392,855  15  5 

2,857,160  o  io| 
1,208,713  13  44 


9,296,300  15  I Of 

fttiwwi— ut  Tl"Ttnri«ill]  ,jMnMWMuaWM|M| 


Ways 
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Ways  and  Means  for  raijing  the  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majefy  for  the 

Tear  1785. 


Land  tax 
Malt  duty 

Exchequer  bills 


April 


/• 


April  25. 

To  be  applied  out  of  the  linking  fund 

April  28. 

That  the  amount  of  doppages,  refpites,  and  other 
monies  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  paymalter-ge- 
neral,  be  applied  towards  defraying  the  army  extraordi- 
naries,  incurred  from  the  25th  of  December,  1783, 
to  the  25th  of  December,  1784,  and  not  provided  for 
by  parliament  — -  ■ —  — 

May  10. 

To  be  farther  railed  by  exchequer  bills  — 

Overplus  of  grants  for  the  year  1784  — - 

To  be  applied  out  of  the  linking  fund 

June  23. 

To  be  raifed  by  wav  of  lottery, 
to  con  lid  ot  50,000  tickets,  at  13b 
each  • — ■  — •  — •  650,000 

To  be  didributed  into  prizes  ~~  5  00,000 

June  28. 

Remaining  in  the  exchequer  for  the  difpofal  of 
parliament  —  — 


f»  S»  d» 

2,000,000  O  O 

750,000  O  O 
2,500,000  O  O 
702,539  l6 


I  l- 


231,578  18  2 


i,ooc,ooo 
66, 16 j 
2,297,460 


o 

3 


o 

51 


3  10 


I5C,000  O  Q 


238,928  16 


9,936,668  17  To! 

9,296,500  15  I  of 

Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means  —  —  640,368  1  11^ 

The  charge  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia  for  this  year  was 
voted  to  be  paid  out  of  the  produce  of  the  land  tax. 

The  navy,  victualling,  and  tranfport  bills,  dated  on  or  before  the 
50th  of  June,  1783,  writh  the  intered  due  thereon  to  the  5th  of  July, 
(i  78  . ,  were  in  this  feffion  funded  at  the  rate  ot  s  1 1 1.  8s.  od.  dock,  bear¬ 
ing  5  per  cent,  intered  for  every  hundred  pound  ariling  from  the  prin¬ 
cipal  and  intered  of  the  faid  bills  :  and  navy,  Sec.  bills  made  out  between 
the  3oth  of  June,  1783,  and  the  id  of  January,  1785,  with  the  intered 
due  thereon,  were  funded  on  the  like  terms,  except  that  from  thefe  was 
deducted  a  dim  at  the  rate  of  five  fhillings  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
the  principal  and  intered  for  every  month  between  the  drd  day  of  July, 
2783,  and  the  day  on  which  Inch  bills  were  made  out.  The  dock  1q 
created  is  irredeemable  until  twenty  .five  millions  of  the  public  debt, 
either  of  three  or  four  per  cent,  annuities  Jhall  be  redeemed  or  paid  off. 
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Ordnance  debentures,  dated  on  or  before  the  31ft  of  December,  1783, 
bearing  intereft  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  fifteen  months  from  their  date,  were  likcwife  funded,  at  the. 
rate  of  ml.  8s.  od.  itock  bearing  5  per  cent,  intereil  for  every  hun¬ 
dred  pound,  and  irredeemable  in  like  manner  with  the  navy  bills.  The 
mtereft  of  the  navy  and  ordnance  debt  thus  funded,  with  fome  other 
fervices,  amounting  to  413,000!.  were  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
following 

NEW  TAXES. 

£■ 

Male  fervants 
Female  fervants 
Shops  — 

Attornies 
Pofl-horfes 
Gloves 
Pawnbrokers 
Salt 

422,000 


33,000 

140,000 
100,000 
20,000 
50,000 
50,000 
15,000 
1  2,000 


Public  AHs  paffed  in  the  Second  Scf- 
Jion  of  the  Sixteenth  P arliament  of 
Great  Britain . 

March  1785. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  duties 

o 

on  malt,  &c.  for  1785. 

An  adt  for  regulating  the  marine 

o  o 

forces. 

An  aft  refpefting  the  intercourfe 
between  the  United  States  6f  Ame¬ 
rica  and  the  ifland  of  Newfound¬ 
land. 

March  24. 

An  aft  for  railing  the  land  tax 
for  1785. 

The  mutiny  aft. 

April  6. 

An  aft  refpedfing  the  commercial 
intercourfe  between  Great  Britain 

and  America, 

April  25® 

An  aft  for  railing-  a  film  of  mo¬ 
ney  by  exchequer  bills  for  17850. 


Another  act  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe. 

An  aft  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  militia  for  1785. 

May  13. 

An  aft  to  repeal  the  duties  Im~ 
pofed  laft  feffion  on  cotton  fluffs,  &c. 

A11  aft  refpefting  the  importation 
of  goods  from  Tobago. 

An  aft  to  appoint  commiffioners 
to  enquire  into  the  fees  and  other 
emoluments  of  certain  public  of¬ 
fices,  and  to  examine  and  report 
concerning  any  abufes, 

An  aft  to  appoint  commiffioners 
of  the  land-tax. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  feffion  at  the 
Old  Bailey  to  continue  to  be  holden, 
notwithstanding  the  efToign  day  of 
term  may  happen  during  the  feffion. 

An  aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  an 
aft  of  the  laii  feffion  as  relates  to  the 
diiiillation,  &c.  of.  corn  fpirits  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 

dune 
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June  i  3. 

An  act  for  railing  a  firm  of 
money  by  exchequer  bills  for 

i785- 

An  adt  for  funding  the  navy  bills 
and  ordnance  debentures. 

An  act  for  laying  duties  on  drops. 

An  adt  for  regulating  the  office  of 
treafurer  of  the  navy. 

An  adt  to  regulate  the  fale  of  the 
lands,  &c.  of  crown  debtors,  Sec. 

An  adt  refpedting  the  prize  mo¬ 
ney  to  be  paid  to  the  garrifon  of 
Gibraltar  for  deftroying  the  Spanilh 
floating  batteries. 

An  adt  for  preventing  frauds  in 
the  wool  manufadtory  in  certain 
counties. 

July  4. 

An  a  ft  for  transferring  to  another 
fund  the  annuity  of  9000I.  paid  to 
the  duke  of  Gloucester. 

An  aft  for  granting  duties  on 
male  and  female  fervants. 

An  aft  for  laying  duties  on  gloves, 
See.  and  licenfing  the  fellers  there¬ 
of. 

An  aft  for  licenfing  coachmakers, 
and  laying  duties  on  carriages  built 
for  fale. 

An  adt  for  licenfing  pawnbrokers. 

An  adt  refpedting  the  licenfing  of 
perfons  letting  horfes,  &c.  and  the 
duties  on  flage-coaches,  &c. 

An  adt  for  transferring  certain  du¬ 
ties  from  the  commiffioners  of  ex- 
cife  and  damps  to  the  commiffioners 
of  taxes. 

An  adt  refpedting  the  duties  on 
certificates  to  perfons  qualified  to 
kill  game. 

An  adt  for  better  fee u ring  the  du¬ 
ties  on  coal,  culm,  and  cinders. 

An  adt  for  better  examining  and' 
auditing  the  public  accounts. 

An  adt  for  regulating  infu ranees 
on  {hips,  goods,  &c. 

An  adt  relating  to  the  tranfporta- 
tion,  &c.  of  felons  in  Scotland. 

An  adt  regulating  the  imprifon- 


ment  of  debtors  under  profecutioq 
in  the  courts  of  confidence  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  the' bills  of  mortality,  and 
to  abolifh  the  fees  paid  by  them  to 
gaolers,  &c. 

An  adt  refpedting  the  manufacture 
and  importation  of  cordage  for 
{hipping. 

July  20. 

An  adt  for  granting  afum  of  mo¬ 
ney  out  of  the  finking  fund,  and 
for  other  purpofes  relative  to  the 
fupplies  for  1783. 

An  adt  for  railing  a  fum  of  money 
by  lottery. 

An  adt  refpedting  the  duties  on 
bricks  and  tiles. 

An  adt  refpedting  the  duties  up¬ 
on,  and  the  importation  of,  Flo¬ 
rence  wine  and  oil ;  alfo  refpedting 
the  exportation  of  wheat,  Sec.  to 
our  fugar  colonies ;  the  drawback 
on  the  exportation  of  fnuff ;  the 
permilfion  to  land  Britifii  plantation 
rum  or  fpirits  before  payment  of  the 
excife  duties  ;  the  premiums  upon 
the  importation  of  pitch,  &c.  from 
Eaft  Florida  ;  the  bounty  upon  the 
exportation  of  Iilk  gauzes  ;  and  the 
drawback  upou  the  exportation  of 
raw  filk. 

An  adt  refpedting  the  duties  im- 
pofed  laid  felfion  upon  printed  li¬ 
nens,  Sec.  and  for  laying  duties  on 
printed  cotton  fluffs,  muffins,  fufi* 
tians,  velvets,  and  velverets. 

An  adt  refpedting  the  duties  on 
gold  and  filver  plate. 

An  adt  for  further  pofiponing  the 
payment  of  two  millions  to  the 
Bank. 

An  adt  to  exempt  the  mail  coaches 
from  the  payment  of  turnpike  tolls. 

An  adt  refpedting  the  laws  rela¬ 
tive  to  fait,  rock  fait,  foul  fait  for  • 
mapure,  Glauber  or  Epfom  falta, 
See. 

An  adt  refpedting  party-walls,  and 
for  the  more  effedtual  preventing 
imfchiets  by  fire ;  and  for  extend- 
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mg  the  provifions  of  this  at,  fo  far 
as  relates  to  manufactories  of  pitch, 
&c.  throughout  England, 

An  a 61  for  encouraging  the  pil¬ 
chard  fifhery. 

An  at  to  authorize  certain  great 
officers  of  Hate  to  pay  bounties 
granted  by  his  majehy  to  perfons  in 
low  and  indigent  circumftances. 

An  act  for  the  farther  encourage¬ 
ment  of  the  Britifh  fifheries. 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation 
to  foreign  parts  of  tools,  &c.  em¬ 
ployed  in  our  iron  and  heel  manu¬ 
factories,  aud  to  prevent  the  reduc¬ 
ing  the  workman  to  go  abroad. 

July  25. 

An  a<t  for  continuing  the  com- 
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miffioners  for  examining  the  public 
accounts. 

An  act  to  prohibit,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  hay. 

An  act  to  enable  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  to  pull  down  the  Poultry  anti 
Wood-hreet  compters,  and  to  re¬ 
build  the  fame  elfewhere. 

Augujt  2. 

An  at  impofing  duties  on  medi¬ 
cines. 

An  at  impofing  duties  on  haw¬ 
kers  and  pedlars. 

An  at  impofing  duties  on  attor-* 
nies. 

An  at  to  limit  the  durations  of 
polls  and  fcrutinies  in  the  eletions 
of  members  of  parliament. 
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The  principal  CircumRances  of  the  LIFE  of  BOETHIUS* 

[Ext rafted  from  the  Account  of  him  prefixed  to  Mr.  Ridpatii’s  Trans¬ 
lation  of  the  Confolation  of  Philofophy.] 


u  Zk  Manlius  Severinus 

jClL  Boethius  was  defcended 
from  an  ancient  and  noble  family. 
Many  of  his  anceffors  were  fenators 
and  confuls  of  Rome.  He  was  bom 
at  Rome,  in  the^^th  year  of  the 
Chriflian  era,  46  years  after  the 
taking-  of  that  city  by  Alarick  I. 
king  of  the  Goths.  Boethius  Se¬ 
verinus,  his  father,  was  prefect  of 
the  palace  to  Valentinian  III.  and, 
by  the  command  of  that  emperor, 
was  put  to  death  in  the  fame  year 
which  gave  birth  to  his  illuflrious 
fon.  Though  deprived  of  the  care  - 
of  an  excellent  parent,  the  young 
Boethius  had  the  happinefs  of  fall¬ 
ing  under  the  tuition  of  worthy  re¬ 
lations,  who  gave  him  a  good  edu¬ 
cation,  and  infpired  him  with  an 
early  tatie  for  philofophy  and  the 
belles  lettres.  They  fent  him  to 
Athens,  where  thefe  fludies  hill 
flourifhed.  He  refided  eighteen  years 
in  that  celebrated  feminary,  where, 
animated  by  a  noble  emulation,  he 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  among  his  fel- 
low-fludents,  and  made  afurprifing 
progrefs  in  every  branch  of  litera¬ 
ture.  But  philofophy  and  mathe¬ 
matics  were'  his  darling  Rudies; 
Plato,  Ariftotle,  Euclid,  and  Ptor 
lomy,  his  favourite  authors.  He 


Rudied  their  writings  with  the  ut~ 
moil  attention,  and  became  mailer 
of  all  the  treafures  of  fcience  con¬ 
tained  in  them. 

“  In  this  manner  did  Boethius 
employ  his  youth.  His  progrefs  in 
virtue,  in  the  mean  time,  kept  pace 
with  his  advancement  in  knowledge  ; 
for  he  was  no  lefs  remarkable  for 
probity  and  humanity,  than  for  his 
fine  genius  and  extenfive  erudition. 
Upon  his  return  to  Rome,  he  foon 
attracted  the  public  attention.  He 
was  coniidered  as  a  perfon  born  to 
promote  the  happinefs  of  fociety. 
The  moft  dilHnguifhed  men  in  the 
city  fought  his  friendfhip,  perceiv¬ 
ing  that  his  merit  would  foon  ad¬ 
vance  him  to  the  fir  ft  employments 
of  the  Rate.  His  alliance  was  wifh- 
ed  for  by  perfons  the  moR  refpect* 
able.  But  Elpis,  defcended  from 
one  of  the  moR  confiderable  famis¬ 
hes  of  Meffina,  was  the  lady  011 
whom  Boethius  fixed  his  choice. 
His  choice  was  fortunate  ;  for  in 
Edpis  there  were  united  all  the  ac<? 
complifhments  of  the  head  and 
heart.  She  had  a  fine  tafie  in  lite* 
rature,  particularly  in  pQetry,  and 
was  a  fliining  example  of  every  vir¬ 
tue  ;  fo  that  flic  muft  have  been  ^ 
delightful  companion  to  this  emL 
A  z  stent 
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nent  philofopher  aud  Ilatefrnan.  She 
bore  him  two  Ions,  Patritius  and 
Hypatius. 

“  To  the  happinefs  of  poITefting 
a  lady  of  fuch  uncommon  merit, 
Boethius  foon  had  the  fatisfadtion 
of  obtaining  the  higheft  honour  his 
country  could  bellow.  He  was 
made  conful  in  the  year  487,  at  the 
age  of  32.  Odoacer,  king  of  the 
Heruli,  reigned  at  that  time  in  Italy, 
who,-  after  having  put  to  death 
Oreftes,  and  depofed  his  fon  Au- 
guftulus,  the  halt  emperor  of  the 
Weil,  aiTumed  the  title  of  king  of 
that  country.  Two  years  after 
Boethius’s  advancement  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  conful,  Theodorick,  king 
of  the  Goths,  invaded  Italy  ;  and, 
having  conquered  Odoacer  and  put 
him  to  death,  he  in  a  fhort  time 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  fixed  the  feat  of  his  go¬ 
vernment  at  Ravenna,  as  Odoacer 
and  feveral  of  the  later  wetiern  em¬ 
perors  had  done  before  him.  The 
Romans  and  the  inhabitants  of  Italy 
were  pleafed  with  the  government 
<of  Theodorick,  becaufe  he  wifely 
ruled  them  by  the  fame  laws,  the 
fame  polity,  and  the  fame  magi¬ 
strates  they  were  accullomed  to,  un¬ 
der  the  emperors.  In  the  eighth 
year  of  this  prince’s  rei~n,  Boe¬ 
thius  had  the  lingular  felicity  of  be¬ 
holding  his  two  fons,  Patritius  and 
Hypatius,  raifed  to  the  confular 
dignity.  During  their  continuance 
in  office,  Theodorick  came  to  Rome, 
where  he  had  been  long  expected, 
and  was  received  by  the  fenate  and 
people  with  the  greatefl  demonftra- 
tions  of  joy.  Boethius  made  him 
an  eloquent  panegyrick  in  the  in¬ 
nate  ;  which  the  king  anfwered  in 
the  moll  obliging  terms,  declaring 
that  he  Ihould  ever  have  the  greatell 
refpedl  for  that  augufl  affembly,  and 
would  never  encroach  upon  any  of 
tfteir  privilege^. 


“  Boethius  was  advanced  a  fe* 
cond  time  to  the  dignity  of  conful, 
in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  king  Theodorick.  Power  and 
honour  could  not  have  been  con¬ 
ferred  upon  a  perfon  more  worthy 
of  them  :  for  he  was  both  an  ex¬ 
cellent  mayiftrate  and  ilatefrnan,  as 
he  faithfully  and  afiiduoufty  exe¬ 
cuted  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  and 
employed,  upon  every  occafion,  the 
great  ipfiuence  he  had  at  court,  in 
protebling  the  innocent,  n  iieving 
the  needy,  and  in  procuring  the  re- 
drefs  of  fuch  grievances  as  gave  juft 
caufe  of  complaint.  The  care  of 
public  affairs  did  not  however  cn- 
grofs  his  whole  attention.  This 
year,  as  he  informs  us  himfelf,  he 
wrote  his  Commentary  upon  the 
Predicaments,  or  the  Ten  Catego¬ 
ries  of  Ariftotle.  In  imitation  of 
Cato,  Cicero,  and  Brutus,  he  de¬ 
voted  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the 
fervice  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  fciences. 
He  publifhed  a  variety  of  writings, 
in  which  he  treated  upon  almoft 
every  branch  of  literature.  I  fhall 
mention  the  principal  of  them.  Re- 
lides  the  Commentary  upon  Ari- 
ftotle’s  Categories,  noticed  above, 
Boethius  wrote  an  Explanation  of 
that  philofopher’s  Topics,  in  eight 
books ;  another,  of  his  Sophifms, 
in  two  books  ;  and  Commentaries 
upon  many  other  parts  of  his  writ¬ 
ings.  Pie  tranflated  the  whole  of 
Plato’s  works  :  he  wrote  a  Com¬ 
mentary,  in  fix  books,  upon  Ci¬ 
cero’s  Topics  :  he  commented  alio 
upon  Porphyry’s  writings :  he  pub- 
liflied  a  Dilcourfe  on  Rhetoric,  in 
one  book  ;  a  Treatife  on  Arithme¬ 
tic,  in  two  books  ;  and  another,  in 
five  books,  upon  Mufic  :  he  wrote 
three  books  upon  Geometry,  the 
laft  of  which  is  loft  :  he  tranflated 
Euclid  ;  and  wrote  a  Treatife  upon 
the  Quadrature  of  the  Circle ;  nei « 
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ther  of  which  performances  are  now 
remaining  :  he  pubiifhed  alfo  t  ran  ft 
lations  of  Ptolomy  of  Alexandria’s 
works;  and  of  the  writings  of  the 
celebrated  Archimedes  i  and,  to 
conclude  this  imperfect  lift  of  his 
learned  labours,  he  pubiifhed  feve- 
ral  treatifes  upon  theological  and 
metaphysical  fubjedls,  which  are 
flill  prelerved. 

ii  The  acutenefs  of  underhand- 
ing  and  profound  erudition  difplay- 
ed  in  fuch  a  diverfity  of  works, 
upon  all  fubjedts,  acquired  Boethius 
a  great  reputation,  not  only  among 
his  countrymen,  but  with  foreign¬ 
ers.  Gondebald  king  of  the  Bur¬ 
gundians,  who  had  married  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Theodorick,  came  to  Raven¬ 
na,  on  a  vifit  to  his  father-in  law, 
and  thence  went  to  Rome,  not  only 
with  a  viewr  to  fee  the  beauties  of 
that  famous  city,  but  that  he  might 
have  the  pleafure  of  converting 
with  our  illuftrious  philofopher. 
Boethius,  fenlible  of  the  great  ho¬ 
nour  conferred  upon  him  by  this 
prince,  did  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  amufe  and  entertain  him.  He 
ihowed  him  feveral  curious  mecha¬ 
nical  wrorks  of  his  own  invention, 
which  Gondebald  greatly  admired  ; 
hut  what  chiefly  ftruck  him,  were 
two  watches  or  time-keepers  ;  one 
of  which  pointed  out  the  fun’s  di¬ 
urnal  and  annual  motion  in  the 
ecliptic,  upon  a  moveable  fphere  ; 
and  the  other  indicated  the  hours  of 
the  day,  by  the  expedient  of  water 
dropping  out  of  one  vefl’el  into  an¬ 
other.  So  fond  was  Gondebald  of 
thefe  pieces  of  mechanifm,  that  up¬ 
on  his  return  to  his  own  country, 
he  difpatched  ambafladors  to  Theo¬ 
dorick,  praying  that  he  would  pro¬ 
cure  for  him  the  two  wonderful 
time-keepers  he  had  feen  at  Rome. 

•u  Boethius  was  held  in  high 
efteem  by  Theodorick,  who  was  a 
prince  of  great  capacity,  and  go¬ 


verned  hitherto  with  much  pru¬ 
dence,  equity,  and  moderation,, 
But  thefe  eminent  virtues  he  after¬ 
wards  Tallied  by  flagrant  aefts  of  cru¬ 
elty  and  injuftice.  During  the  courf© 
of  thefe  traftfadHons,  Boethius  loll 
his  beloved  wife  Elpis,  the  faithful 
partner  of  his  domeftic  cares,  his 
pleafures,  and  his  ft  udies.  To  com¬ 
fort  himfelf  under  this  affliction  (for 
the  wife  man  comforts  himfelf  un¬ 
der  every  event)  he  married  a  fe- 
cond  time  ;  and  had  the  uncom¬ 
mon  felicity  of  being  again  equally 
happy  in  his  choice.  The  lady 
whom  he  chofe  for  his  confort  was 
Rufticiana,  the  daughter  of  Sym- 
machus,  one  of  the  moil  refpedtable 
men  in  Rome  for  birth,  learning, 
and  probity.  This  lady  bore  him 
two  fons,  Symmachus  and  Boe¬ 
thius  ;  who,  as  we  are  informed  in 
the  fecond  book  of  the  Confolation, 
were  confpicuous  in  their  youth  for 
very  eminent  talents. 

44  Boethius  was  a  third  time  e- 
lected  coilful,  along  with  Symma¬ 
chus,  his  father-in-law,  in  the  30th 
year  of  Theodorick’s  reign.  Nei¬ 
ther  ambition  nor  intereit  prompt¬ 
ed  him,  in  the  decline  of  life,  to 
undertake  that  high  office  :  he  had 
no  other  view  but  to  promote  the 
good  of  the  {late,  and  to  protect 
thofe  worthy  citizens  wliofe  fuf- 
frages  had  advanced  him  to  that  dig¬ 
nity,  This  was  his  laft  confulfhip  : 
during  the  courfe  of  it  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  under  the  difplea- 
fure  of  king  Theodorick.  Boe¬ 
thius  had  been  hitherto  remarkably 
fortunate  :  he  had  lived  long  in 
health,  affluence,  and  fplendor ;  had 
attained  to  every  honour  he  could 
expedt :  and  had  preserved  invari* 
ably  the  efteem  and  affection  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  During  the  courfe 
of  almoft  forty  years,  for  capacity 
and  probity,  he  was  undoubtedly 
the  mo  ft  diltinguiflied  character  in 
*4  3  Rome- 
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Rome.  His  uncommon  merit,  how¬ 
ever,  and  his  great  influence,  did 
not  prevent  his  ruin  ;  they  were 
probably  the  cautes  of  it.  King 
Theodorick  was  an  Arian  ;  *  and 
Boethius,  who  was  a  Catholic,  un¬ 
luckily  pubiifhed  about  this  time  a 
book  upon  the  Unity  of  the  Tri¬ 
nity,  in .  oppofition  to  the  three  fa¬ 
mous  fects  of  Arians,  Neftorians, 
and  Eutychians,  This  treadfe  was 
univerfally  read,  and  created  our 
author  a  great  many  enemies  at 
court ;  who  infinuated  to  the  prince, 
that  Boethius  wanted  not  only  to 
deilroy  Ananifm,  but  to  effectuate 
a  change  of  government,  and  deli¬ 
ver  Italy  from  the  dominion  of  the 
Goths  ;  and  that,  from  his  great 
credit  and  influence,  he  was  the 
moft  likely  perfon  to  bring  about 
fuch  a  revolution. — Whiilthis  ene¬ 
mies  were  thus  buiied  at  Ravenna, 
they  employed  emiffaries  to  few  the 
feeds  of  difeomeut  at  Rome,  and 
to  excite  factious  people  openly  to 
oppofe  him  in  the  exercife  of  his 
office  as  conful.  Boethius,  in  the 
mean  while,  wanting  no  other  re¬ 
ward  than  a  fenie  of  his  integrity, 
laboured  both  by  his  eloquence  and 
his  authority  to  defeat  their  wicked 
attempts  ;  and  periifted  refolutely 
in  his  endeavours  to  promote  the 
public  welfare,  by  Supporting  the 
oppreffed,  and  bringing  offenders  to 
junffie.  But  his  integrity  and  flea- 
dinefs  tended  only  to  hafien  his  fall. 
King  Theodorick,  corrupted  pro¬ 
bably  by  a  long  feries  of  good  for¬ 
tune,  began  now  to  take  off  the 
mafk.  This  prince,  though  an  A- 
jian,  had  hitherto  prefer ved  fenti- 
ments  of  moderation  and  equity 
with  regard  to  the  Catholics  ;  but 
fearing,  perhaps,  that  they  had  a 
view  of  overturning  his  govern¬ 
ment,  he  began  now  to  treat  them 
\,ff  re verity...  ’ 

oerhius  was.  one  of  the  firft 
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that  fell  a  vidlim  to  his  rigour.  He 
had  continued  long  in  favour  with 
ins  prince,  and  was  more  beloved 
by  him  than  any  other  perfon  :  but 
neither  the  remembrance  of  former 
affeffion,  nor  the  abfolute  certainty 
the  king  had  of  his  innocence,  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  pro fecu ting  our 
phiiofopher,  upon  the  evidence  of 
three  abandoned  profligates,  infa¬ 
mous  for  all  manner  of  crimes. 
The  offences  laid  to  his  charge,  as 
we  are  informed  in  the  firft  book  of 
the  Confolation  of  Fhilofophy, 
were,  “  That  he  wifhedto  preferve 
the  fenate  and  its  authority  :  that 
he  hindered  an  informer  from  pro¬ 
ducing  proofs,  which  would  have 
convicted  that  affembly  of  treafon  : 
and  that  he  formed  a  icheme  for  the 
reiteration  of  the  Roman  libei-tYP* 

J 

In  proof  of  the  laft  article,  the 
above  mentioned  profligates  pro¬ 
duced  letters  forged  by  themfelves, 
which  they  falfely  averred  were 
written  by  Boethius.  For  thef© 
fuppofed  crimes,  as  we  learn  from 
the  fame  authority,  he  was,  un¬ 
heard  and  undefended,  at  the  di- 
ftance  of  five  hundred  miles,  pro- 
feribed  and  condemned  to  death.— 
Theodorick,  confcious  that  his  fe* 
verity  would  be  univerfally  blamed, 
did  not  at  this  time  cat ry  his  fen* 
tence  fully  into  execution  ;  but  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  conflfcatihg  Bo¬ 
ethius’s  effects,  with  banifhing  him 
to  Pavia,  and  confining  him  to  pri- 
fon. 

“  Soon  after  this,  Juflin,  the  ca¬ 
tholic  emperor  of  the  Eaif,  finding 
himfelf  thoroughly  eflablifhed  upon 
the  throne,  pubiifhed  an  edict 
gainft  the  Arians,  depriving  them 
of  all  their  churches.  Theodorick 
was  highly  offended  at  this  edief. 
He  obliged  pope  John  I.  together 
with  four  of  the  principal  fenatorg- 
of  Rome  (one  of  whom  was  Sym- 
m/ichus,  father-in-law  to  Boethius) 
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to  go  on  an  embaffy  to  C  on  Rant  i- 
nople  ;  and  commanded  them  to 
threaten  that  he  would  abolifh  the 
Catholic  religion  throughout  Italy, 
if  the  emperor  did  not  immediately 
revoke  his  edidt  again!!  the  Arians. 
John  was  received  at  Conftantino- 
ple  with  extraordinary  pomp,  and 
treated  with  profound  refpedt.  He 
tried  to  compromife  matters  betwixt 
the  two  princes  :  but  fo  far  was  he 
from  inducing  the  emperor  to  re¬ 
voke  his  edidt,  that,  in  compliance 
with  the  tenor  of  it,  he  reconciled 
many  of  the  Arian  churches  to  the 
Catholic  faith.  Theodorick  was  fo 
incenfed  at  his  eondudt,  and  of  his 
affociates  in  this  affair,  that  upon 
their  return  he  threw  them  all  into 
prifon  at  Ravenna.  Boethius,  though 
entirely  innocent  of  what  was  done 
at  Conftantinople,  was  at  the  fame 
time  ordered  into  llridier  confine¬ 
ment  at  Pavia ;  the  king  having 
probably  come  to  the  refolution  of 
proceeding  to  extremities  againft 
him. 

44  Though  confined  in  a  doleful 
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prifon,  and  deferted  by  all  the  world 
—though  deprived  of  his  library, 
and  ffript  of  all  his  polfeffions — our 
illuffrious  philofopher  prefer ved  fo 
much  vigour  and  compofure  of 
mind,  that  he  wrote",  in  five  books, 
his  excellent  treatife  of  the  Confo- 
lation  of  Philofophy.  To  this  trea¬ 
tife  our  author  is  more  indebted  for 
his  fame,  than  to  all  his  other  learn¬ 
ed  performances.  Few  books  have 
been  more  popular :  it  has  gone 
through  a  multitude  of  editions ; 
has  been  commented  upon  by  many 
eminent  men  ;  has  been  tranflated 
into  a  great  variety  of  languages  ; 
and  has  been  univerfally  acknow¬ 
ledged  a  work  replete  with  erudi¬ 
tion  and  inRrudtion,  and  executed 
with  much  delicacy  and  good  taffe. 
When  we  confider  the  dill  re  lied  fi- 


tuation  of  our  author  when  he 
wrote  it,  we  are  filled  with  Wonder 
that  he  was  capable  of  compoling'  a 
performance  of  fo  much  real  ge¬ 
nius  and  .merit. 

44  But  the  fatal  moment  was  now 
faff  approaching,  which  put  a  pe* 
riod  to  the  miferies  of  Boethius. 
As  a  prelude  to  this,  pope  John  was 
famiffied  to  death  in  prifon  ;  and 
loon  afterwards  Theodorick  order¬ 
ed  Symmachus,  and  the  three  other 
lenators  that  were  lent  to  Confian- 
tinople  on  the  embaffy  before  men¬ 
tioned,  to  be  beheaded.  To  com¬ 
plete  his  cruelty,  he  commanded 
the  fame  punifhment  to  be  inflicted 
on  Boethius,  in  his  prifon  at  Pavia, 
on  the  23d  of  October  526,  in  the 
71.fl  year  of  his  age.  Plis  body 
was  interred  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Pavia,  in  the  church  of  St.  Au- 
gulline,  near  to  the  ffeps  of  the 
chancel ;  where  his  monument  is 
Hill  to  be  feen. 

44  King  Theodorick,  as  we  are 
informed  by  Procopius,  regretted 
thefe  adls  of  violence,  and  did  net 
long:  furvive  them.  Some  months 
afterwards,  when  the  head  of  a 
great  fifh  was  ferved  up  to  him  at 
fupper,  he  imagined  he  beheld  the 
head  of  Symmachus  fiercely  threat¬ 
ening  him.  Terrified  with  this  ap¬ 
parition,  he  rofe  from  table,  and 
went  to  bed  in  an  agonv  ;  and  after 
bitterly  deploring  to  his  phyfleian 
his  cruelty  in  refpedt  to  Symma¬ 
chus  and  Boethius,  he  became  de¬ 
lirious,  and  in  a  few  days  expired. 
Amalafuntha,  the  daughter  of  Theo¬ 
dorick,  who  upon  the  deceafe  of 
her  father  governed  Italy  with  lin¬ 
gular  prudence  and  jufiice,  as  tu- 
trefs  to  her  fon  Athalarick,  lament¬ 
ed  the  fate  of  this  eminent  man,  and 
expreffed  the  utmofl  refpedt  for  his 
memory.  To  make  all  the  atone¬ 
ment  in  her  power  for  the  injuries 
A  4  her 
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her  father  had  done  him,  fhe  caufed  cution,  to  be  again  ere&ed,  and  all 
his  ftatucs,  which  had  been  over-  his  pofleflions  to  be  reftored  to  his 
thrown  at  Rome  during  his  perfe-  heirs,” 
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^TTTE  have  here  the  learned  defigned  his  fon  for  the  minidry. 


VV  and  grateful  difciple, 
paying  a  juft  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  one  of  the  greateft  philofophers, 
and  beft  of  men,  that  fcience,  re¬ 
ligion,  and  virtue  have  exhibited 
in  any  age  ;  in  order  to  {hew  of 
what  intellectual  and  moral  im¬ 
provement  human  nature  is  fufcep- 
tible. 

“  Leonard  Euler,  profeflbr  of 
mathematics,  member  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  Academy  of  Peterftmrgh,  an¬ 
cient  director  of  the  Royal  Acade¬ 
my  of  Berlin,  and  fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  as  alfo 
correspondent  member  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  was 
born  at  'Bafil,  April  1 5th,  1 707,  of 
reputable  parents.  The  years  of 
his  infancy  were  pafled  in  a  rural 
retreat,  where  the  examples  of  pi- 
sms  and  virtuous  parents  contri¬ 
buted,  no  doubt,  to  form  in  him 
that  amiable  Simplicity  ot'  charac¬ 
ter,  and  uncommon  purity  of  Sen¬ 
timents  and  manners,  which  were 
mamfefted  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  lile. 

44  Though  the  ftudies  of  his  fa.- 
tiier  were  chiefly  directed  toward 
branches  of  knowledge  that  had  a 
more  immediate  relation  to  his 
clerical  profeffion,  yet  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  him  Self,  with  fuecefs,  to  the 
mathematics,  under  the  celebrated 
James  Bernoulli  ;  and,  though  he 


he  initiated  him  into  this  fcience, 
among  the  other  inftrudlions  of  his 
early  education. 

When  young  Euler  was  fent  to 
the  univerfity  of  Bafll,  he  attended, 
regularly,  the  different  profeflors. 
As  his  memory  was  prodigious,  he 
performed  his  academical  talks  with 
uncommon  rapidity,  and  all  the 
time  he  gained  by  this  was  confed¬ 
erated  to  geometry,  which  foon  be¬ 
came  his  favourite  ftudy.  The 
early  progrefs  he  made  in  this  fci¬ 
ence,  only  added  new  ardour  to  his 
application  ;  and  thus  he  obtained 
a  diftinguifhed  place  in  the  atten¬ 
tion  and  efteem  of  profeftor  John 
Bernoulli,  who  was,  at  that  time, 
one  of  the  ftrft  mathematicians  in 
in  Europe.  Euler  became  his  fa¬ 
vourite  pupil.  He  was  ftruck  with 
a  kind  of  aftoniihment  at  the  afpir- 
ing  genius  and  rapid  progrefs  of  the 
young  mathematician  ;  and  as  his 
own  occupations  would  not  admit 
of  his  giving  the  ardent  pupil  fo 
much  of  his  time  as  Euler  delired, 
he  appointed  one  day  in  the  week 
for  removing  the  difficulties  which 
his  difciples  had  met  with  in  pe¬ 
nt  ling  the  works  of  the  moft  pro¬ 
found  mathematicians. 

In  1723,  M.  Euler  took  his  de¬ 
gree  as  mailer  of  arts,  and  delivered 
on  that  occaflon  a  Latin  difeourie, 
in  which  he  drew  a  eoinparifon  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  the  philofophy  of  Newton 
and  the  Cartefian  fyftem,  which 
was  received  with  the  greateft  ap- 
plaufe.  He  afterwards,  at  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  defire,  applied  himfelf  to  the 
ftudy  of  theology,  and  the  Oriental 
languages.  Though  thefe  ft u dies 
were  foreign  to  his  predominant 
propensity,  his  fuccefs  was  con- 
fiderable  even  in  this  line  :  how¬ 
ever,  with  his  father’s  confent,  he 
returned  to  geometry,  as  his  prin¬ 
cipal  objedt.  He  continued  to  avail 
himlelf  of  the  counfels  and  inftruc- 
tions  of  M.  Bernoulli;  he  con- 
trailed  an  intimate  friendfiiip  with 
his  two  fons,  Nicholas  and  Daniel, 
and  it  was  in  confequence  of  thefe 
connections,  that  he  became  after¬ 
wards  the  principal  ornament  of 
the  Academy  of  Peterlburgh. 

“  The  projeCt  of  e  redding  this 
academy  had  been  formed  by  Peter 
the  Great.  It  was  executed  by  Ca¬ 
therine  I. ;  and  the  two  young 
Bemoullis,  being  invited  to  Pe~ 
terfburgh  in  17 2  5,  prpmifed  Euler, 
who  was  defirous  of  following  them, 
that  they  would  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  procure  for  him  an 
advantageous  fettlement  in  that  ci¬ 
ty.  In  the  mean  time,  by  their 
advice,  he  applied  himfelf,  with 
ardour,  to  the  ftudy  of  phyfiology, 
to  which  he  made  a  happy  appli¬ 
cation  of  his  mathematical  know¬ 
ledge  ;  and  he  attended  carefully, 
for  this  purpofe,  the  medical  lec¬ 
tures  of  the  moft  eminent  profefibrs 
of  Bafil. 

(6  This  ftudy,  however,  did  not 
wholly engrofs  his  timer,  it  did  not 
even  relax  the  aCfivity  of  his  vaft 
and  comprehenlive  mind  in  the 
cultivation  of  other  branches  of 
natural  fcience.  For  while  he  was 
keenly  engaged  in  phyfiologieal  re- 
fe  arches,  he  comppfed  a  Dilfertation 
on  the  Nature  and  Propagation  of 
Sound,  and  an  anfwer  to  a  priz®« 


queftion  concerning  the  7nafilng  of 
Jhips ,  to  which  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  adjudged  the  acceffit,  or 
fecond  rank,  in  the  year  1727- 
From  this  latter  difcourle,  and  other 
circumftances,  it  appears,  that  Eu¬ 
ler  had  early  embarked  in  the  cu¬ 
rious  and  important  ftudy  of  navi¬ 
gation,  which  he  afterwards  en¬ 
riched  with  fo  many  valuable  dis¬ 
coveries. 

“  M.  Euler’s  merit  would  have 
given  him  an  eafy  ad m idiom  to  ho¬ 
nourable  preferment,  either  in  the 
magiftraev  or  univerftty  of  his  na¬ 
tive  city,  if  both  civil  and  acade¬ 
mical  honours  had  not  been  there 
diftributed  by  lot.  The  lot  being 
againft  him  in  a  certain  promotion, 
he  left  his  ceuntry,  fet  out  for  Pe- 
terfburgh,  and  was  made  joint  pro- 
feffor  with  his  countrymen,  Meiirs. 
liermann  and  Daniel  Bernoulli,  in 
the  univerfity  of  that  city. 

44  At  his  firft  fetting  out  in  this 
new  career,  he  enriched  the  acade¬ 
mical  collection  with  many  me¬ 
moirs,  which  excited  a  noble  emu¬ 
lation  between  him  and  M.  D.  Ber¬ 
noulli  ;  and  this  emulation  always 
continued  without  either  degenerat¬ 
ing  into  a  felfifli  jealoufy,  or  pro¬ 
ducing  the  lead  alteration  in  their 
friendlhip.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
he  carried  to  new  degrees  of  per¬ 
fection  the  integral  calculus,  in- 
vented  the  calculation  of  iinufles, 
reduced  analytical  operations  to  a 
greater  ftmplicity,  and  thus  was 
enabled  to  throw  new  light  on  all 
the  parts  of  mathematical  fcience. 

“  In  1730,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
profeftbrftiip  of  natural  philofophy; 
and  in  1733  he  fucceeded  his  friend 
D.  Bernoulli  in  the  mathematical 
chair.  In  1735,  a  problem  was 
propofed  by  the  Academy,  which 
required  expedition,  and  for  the 
folution  of  which  feveral  eminent 
mathematician*  had  demanded  the 
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fpace  of  fome  months.  The  pro 
blem  was  folved  by  Euler  in  three 
days,— to  the  great  aftoni  fitment  of 
the  Academy  ;  but  the  violent  and 
laborious  efforts  it  cod:  him  threw 
liim  into  a  fever,  which  endangered 
his  life,  and  deprived  him  of  the 
life  of  his  right  eye. 

44  The  Academy  of  Scieiices  at 
Paris,  which,  in  1738,  had  ad¬ 
judged  the  prize  to  his  Memoir 
concerning-  the  Nature  and  Pro¬ 
perties  of  Fire,  propofed,  for  the 
year  1740,  the  important  fubjedt  of 
the  fea-tides,  a  problem  whofe  fo- 
lutton  required  the  mod  arduous 
calculations,  and  comprehended  the 
theory  of  the  folar  fyftem.  Eu¬ 
ler’s  difeourfe  on  this  quedion  was 
judged  a  mailer-piece  of  analyfis 
and  geometry  ;  and  it  was  more  ho¬ 
nourable  for  him  to  fhare  the  aca¬ 
demical  prize  with  fuch  illudrious 
competitors  as  Colin  Maclaurin  and 
Daniel  Bernoulli,  than  to  have  car¬ 
ried  it  away  from  rivals  of  lefs 
magnitude.  Rarely,  if  ever,  did 
fuch  a  brilliant  competition  adorn 
the  annals  of  the  Academy  ;  and 
no  fubjedt,  perhaps,  pi  opofed  by  that 
learned  body,  was  ever  treated  with 
fuch  accuracy  of  inveftigation  and 
force  of  genius,  as  that  which  here 
difplayed  the  philofophical  powers 
of  thefe  three  extraordinary  men. 
We  {hall  not  follow  the  learned 
ctrlogift  in  his  remarks  on  the  par¬ 
ticular  merit  of  Euler’s  difeourfe. 
It  h  as  been  long  acceffible  to  the 
perufal  of  thofe,  who  have  a  tafie 
and  a  capacity  to  relifli  and  com¬ 
prehend  inveftigationSr  of  this  kind: 
but  we  cannot  omit  a  circumifance, 
which,  befide  the  confirmation  that 
experience  has  given  to  the  re- 
fearches  of  Euler,  is  a  very  flrong 
prefumption  in  their  favour ;  and 
that  circumllance  is  the  remarkable 
conformity  between  his  memoir  and 
thft  of  Bernoulli,  though  they  let 
1 


out  from  different  principles.  The 
one  adopted  the  Cartefian  vortices, 
which  the  other  rejected ;  and  yet 
they  arrived  at  the  fame  conclu- 
fion  :  they  even  met  together  often 
in  the  courfe  of  their  inveffi- 
gations  ;  of  which,  one  example, 
among  others,  is  their  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  tide  in  the  frigid  zone. 
Thus,  obferves  our  panegyrift, 
does  truth  feem,  at  times,  to  mul¬ 
tiply  itfelf,  that  it  may  filed  its 
light  upon  its  genuine  votaries,  in 
whatever  path  they  purfue  it, 

‘4  I11  the  year  1741,  M.  Euler 
was  invited  to  Berlin,  to  augment 
the  1  nitre  of  the  academy,  that  was 
there  rifing  into  fame,  under  the. 
auipicious  protection  of  the  prefent 
king  of  Pruffia ;  for  whom  the 
mufes  and  the  fciences  have  pre¬ 
pared  a  wreath,  which  will  bloom 
unfaded  to  the  lateft  ages.  He  en¬ 
riched  the  hit  volume  of  the  Mif- 
cellanies  (Melanges)  of  Berlin  with 
five  Memoirs,  which  make  an  emi¬ 
nent,  perhaps  the  principal,  figure 
in  that  collection.  Thefe  were  fol¬ 
lowed,  with  an  aftonifhing  rapi¬ 
dity,  by  a  great  number  of  im¬ 
portant  refearches,  which  are  fcat- 
tered  through  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Pruffian  Academy  ;  of  which  a  vo¬ 
lume  has  been  regularly  publifhe^ 
every  year,  fince  its  eftablifhment 
in  1  744. 

44  The  labours  of  Euler  will  ap¬ 
pear  more  efpecialiy  aftonifliing, 
when  it  is  confidered,  that  while  he 
was  enriching  the  Academy  of  Ber¬ 
lin  with  a  prodigious  number  of 
memoirs,  011  the  deeped  parts  of 
mathematical  fcience,  containing 
always  fome  new  points  of  view, 
often  fublime  truths,  and  fometime? 
diicoveries  of  great  importance,  he 
did  not  difeontinue  his  philofophi¬ 
cal  contributions  to  the  Academy  of 
Peterfburgh,  which  granted  him  a 
ptufiop  in  1742,  and  whole  me¬ 
moirs 
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moirs  difplay  the  marvellous  fe¬ 
cundity  of  Euler’s  genius. 

44  It  was  with  much  difficulty  that 
this  great  man  obtained,  in  1766, 
permiffion  from  the  king  of  Pruffia 
to  return  to  Peterlburgh,  where  he  * 
deli-red  to  pafs  the  reft  of  his  days. 
Soon  after  his  return,  which  was  gra- 
cioufly  rewarded  by  the  munificence 
of  Catherine  II.  he  was  feized  with  a 
violent  diforder,  which  terminated  in 
the  total  lofs  of  his  light.  A  cataract, 
formed  in  his  left  eye,  which  had 
been  eflentially  damaged  by  a  too 
ardent  application  to  dudy,  de¬ 
prived  him  entirely  of  the  ufe  of 
that  organ.  It  was  in  this  didrelT- 
ing  lituation,  that  he  dictated  to  his 
fervant,  who  had  been  a  tailor’s 
apprentice,  and  was  abfolutely  de¬ 
void  of  mathematical  knowledge, 
his  Elements  of  Algebra  ;  which, 
by  their  intrinlical  merit,  in  point 
of  perfpicuity  and  method,  and  the 
unhappy  circumliances  in  which 
they  were  compofed,  have  equally 
excited  applaufe  and  alionifliment. 
This  work,  though  purely  ele¬ 
mentary,  difcovers  the  palpable 
charadteri flics  of  an  inventive  ge¬ 
nius  ;  and  it  is  here  alone  that  we 
meet  with  a  complete  theory  of  the 
analylis  of  Diophantes. 

‘‘  About  this  time,  M.  Euler  was 
honoured  by  the  Academy  of  Sci¬ 
ences  at  Paris  with  the  place  of  one 
of  the  foreign  members  of  that 
learned  body  ;  .and,  after  this,  the 
academical  prize  was  adjudged  to 
three  of  his  memoirs,  concerning 
the  inequalities  in  the  motions  of 
the  planets.  The  two  prize-quef- 
tions,  propofed  by  the  fame  Aca¬ 
demy,  for  1770  and  1772,  were 
deligned  to  obtain  from  the  labours 
of  aftronomers  a  more  perfedt  theo¬ 
ry  of  the  moon.  M.  Euler,  af- 
fifted  by  his  elded  fon,  was  a  com¬ 
petitor  for  thefe  prizes,  and  ob¬ 
tained  them  both.  In  this  lad  me- 


moir,  he  referved  for  farther  con- 
fideration,  feveral  inequalities  of 
the  moon’s  motion,  which  he  could 
not  determine  in  his  fil'd  theory,  on 
account  of  the  complicated  calcu¬ 
lations  in  which  the  method  he  then 
employed  had  engaged  him.  He  had 
the  courage  afterward  to  review  his 
whole  theory,  with  the  allidance  of 
his  fon,  and  Meffi.  Kraftt  and  Lexell, 
and  to  purfue  his  refearches,  until 
he  had  condrudted  the  new  tables, 
which  appeared,  together  with  the 
great  work,  in  1772.  Indead  of 
confining  himfelf,  as  before,  to  the 
fruitlefs  integration  of  three  dif¬ 
ferential  equations  of  the  fecond  de¬ 
gree,  which  are  furnifhed  by  ma¬ 
thematical  principles,  he  reduced 
them  to  the  three  ordinates,  which 
determine  the  place  of  the  moon  : 
he  divided  into  c  lades  all  the  in¬ 
equalities  of  that  planet,  as  far  as 
they  depend  either  upon  the  mean 
elongation  of  the  fun  and  moon,  or 
upon  the  excentricity,  or  the  pa¬ 
rallax,  or  the  inclination  of  the 
lunar  orbit.  AH  thefe  means  of 
invedigation,  employed  with  fuch 
art  and  dexterity,  as  could  only  be 
expected  from  an  analytical  genius 
of 'the  fird  order,  were  attended, 
with  the  greated  fuccefs  ;  and  it  is 
impoffible  to  obferve,  without  ad¬ 
miration,  and  a  kind  of  aftonifti- 
ment,  fuch  immenfe  calculations  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  the 
ingenious  methods  employed  by 
this  great  man  to  abridge  them,  and 
to  facilitate  their  application  to  the 
real  motion  of  the  moon.  But  this, 
admiration  will  become  adonifli- 
ment,  when  we  confider  at  what 
period,  and  in  what  circumdances, 
all  this  was  effectuated  by  M.  Eu¬ 
ler.  It  was  when  he  was  totaliv 
blind,  and  confequently  obliged  to 
arrange  all  his  computations  by  the 
foie  powers  of  his  memory  and  his 
genius.  It  was  when  he  was  em* 

har- 


* 


ANECDOTES  OF  M.  EULER. 


O] 

barrafled  in  his  domeftic  circum- 
flanccs,  by  a  dreadful  fire,  that  had 
confumed  a  great  part  of  his  fub- 
ftance,  and  forced  him  to  quit  a 
ruined  houfe,  of  which  every  cor¬ 
ner  was  known  to  him  by  habit, 
which,  in  fome  meafuie,  fupplied 
the  place  of  fight.  It  was  in  thefe 
circumftances  that  Euler  compofed 
a  work,  which,  alone,  was  fuflicient 
to  render  his  name  immortal.  The 
heroic  patience  and  tranquillity  of 
mind  which  he  difplayed  here  needs 
no  defcription :  and  he  derived 
them  not  only  from  the  love  of 
fcience,  but  from  the  power  of 
religion.  His  philofophy  was  too 
genuine  and  fublime  to  flop  its 
analyfis  at  mechanical  caufes  :  it  led 
him  to  that  divine  philofophy  of 
relioTon,  which  ennobles  human 
nature,  and  can  alone  form  a  habit 
of  true  magnanimity  and  patience 
in  luffering. 

«*  Sometime  after  this,  the  famous 
Wentzel,  by  couching  the  cataraCl, 
reft  or  ed  Mr.  Euler’s  fight ;  but  the 
fatisfaCtion  and  joy  that  this  fuc- 
cefsful  operation  produced,  were  of 
Ihort  duration.  Some  inftances  of 
negligence,  on  the  part  of  his  fur- 
geons,  and  his  own  impatience  to 
ufe  an  organ,  whofe  cure  was  not 
completely  finiflied,  deprived  him 
of  his  fight  a  fecond  time  j  and  this 
relapfe  was  accompanied  with  tor¬ 
menting  pain.  He,  however,  with 
the  aififtance  of  his  Ions,  and  of 
Meftrs.  Kraft  and  Lexell,  conti¬ 
nued  his  labours :  neither  the  lofs 
of  his  fight,  nor  the  infirmities  of 
an  advanced  age,  could  damp  the 
ardour  of  his  genius.  He  had  en¬ 
gaged  to  furnifti  the  Academy  of 
Peterfburgh  wdth  as  many  memoirs 
as  would  be  fuflicient  to  complete 
its  a&s  for  twenty  years  after  his 
death.  In  the  fpace  of  feven  years, 
he  tranfmitted  to  the  academy,  by 
Mr.  Golfwin,  above  feveirty  me¬ 


moirs,  and  above  two  hundred 
more,  which  were  revifed  and  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  author  of  this  eu¬ 
logy.  Such  of  thefe  memoirs  as 
were  of  ancient  date  were  feparated 
from  the  reft,  and  form  a  collection 
that  was  publiihed  in  the  year 
1783,  under  the  title  of  Analy¬ 
tical  Works.  There  is  not  one  of 
thefe  pieces,  obferves  our  eulogifi, 
which  does  not  contain  fome  new 
difeovery,  or  fome  ingenious  view, 
that  may  lead  to  the  fuccefsful  in- 
veftigation  of  truths  yet  unknown. 
They  contain  the  happieft  integra¬ 
tions,  the  moil  refined  and  lublime 
analytical  procefles,  deep  reieareh- 
es  concerning  the  nature  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  numbers,  an  ingenious 
demonftration  of  feveral  theorems 
ot  Fermat ;  the  l'olution  of  many 
difficult  problems  relative  to  the 
equilibrium  and  motion  of  folid, 
flexible,  and  elafiic  bodies,  and  ex¬ 
plications  of  feveral  feeming  para¬ 
doxes.  No  part  of  the  theory  of 
the  motion  of  the  celeftial  bodies, 
of  their  mutual  aCtion,  and  their 
anomalies,  however  abftraCt  and 
difficult,  was  overlooked,  or  left 
unimproved,  by  Mr.  Euler.  There 
is  not  one  branch  of  mathematical 
fcience  that  has  not  been  benefited 
by  his  labours  :  no  geometrician 
ever  before  embraced  fo  many  ob¬ 
jects  at  the  fame  time  :  none,  per¬ 
haps,  ever  equalled  him,  either  in 
the  number  of  his  publications,  or 
in  the  multitude  and  variety  of  his 
difeoveries.  His  name  will  live  as 
long  as  the  fciences  fubfift  :  ft 
will  go  down  to  the  lateft  ages  with 
the  immortal  names  of  Defcartes, 
Galilei,  Newton,  Leibnitz,  and  o- 
ther  illuftrious  men,  whofe  genius 
and  virtues  have  ennobled  huma¬ 
nity  :  it  will  fhine  with  an  unfading 
lu tire,  when  many  names,  which 
have  been  raifed  to  fame  by  the  fri¬ 
volous  part  of  mankind,  in  our 

times 
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times  fhall  be  buried  in  oblivion.5 
. — So  fpeaks  our  eulogift,  and  we 
have  neither  the  courage  nor  the 
inclination  to  contradict  him. 

44  Euler’s  knowledge  was  more 
univerfal  than  could  be  well  ex¬ 
pected  in  one,  who  had  punned, 
with  fuch  unremitting  ardour,  ma¬ 
thematics  and  aftronomv,  as  his  fa¬ 
vourite  it u dies.  rie  had  made  a 
very  con  fid  er  able  progrefs  in  medi¬ 
cal,  botanica!,  and  chemical  fci- 
ence.  What  was  flill  more  extra¬ 
ordinary,  he  was  an  excellent  fcho- 
lar,  and  poftefled  what  is  generally 
called  erudition,  in  a  very  high 
degree.  He  had  read,  with  atten¬ 
tion  and  tafte,  the  mod  eminent 
writers  of  ancient  Rome  :  he  was 
perfectly  acquainted  with  mathe¬ 
matical  literature,  and  the  ancient 
hiftory  of  that  fcience.  The  civil 
and  literary  hiflory  ot  all  ages  and 
all  nations  was  familiar  to  him  ; 
and  foreigners,  who  were  only  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  works,  were  afto- 
nifhed  to  find  in  the  converfation  of 
a  man,  whole  long  life  teemed  lole- 
ly  occupied  in  mathematical  and 
phytical  refearches  and  dilcoveries, 
fuch  an  exteniive  acquaintance  with 
the  molt  intereding  branches  cf  li¬ 
terature.  In  this  refpect,  no  doubt, 
he  was  much  indebted  to  a  very 
uncommon  memory,  which  feemed 
to  retain  every  idea  that  was  con¬ 
veyed  to  it,  either  from  reading  or 
meditation.  He  could  repeat  the 
EEneid  of  Virgil,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  end,  without  hefttation, 
and  indicate  the  fird  and  the  lad 
line  of  every  page  of  the  edition  he 
nled.  Many  other  examples  of  his 
extraordinary  memory  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  eulogy, 

44  Several  attacks  of -a  vertigo,  in 
the  beginning  of  September,  1783, 
which  did  not  prevent  his  calculat¬ 
ing  the  motions  of  the  aerodatical 
globes,  were,  neverthelefs,  the  fore- 


I'll 

runners  of  his  mild  and  happy  paf- 
fage  from  this  feene  to  a  better. 
While  he  was  amufing  himfelf  at 
tea,  with  one  of  his  grand-children, 
he  was  druck  with  an  apoplexy, 
which  terminated  his  illuftrious  ca¬ 
reer,  at  the  age  of  7  6. 

44  His  conditution  was  uncom¬ 
monly  drong  and  vigorous  :  his 
health  was  good,  and  the  evening 
of  his  long  life  was  calm  and  fe- 
rene,  fweetened  by  the  fame  that 
follows  genius,  the  public  efteem 
and  refpect  that  are  never  with¬ 
held  from  examplary  virtue,  and 
leveral  dome  die  comforts,  which  he 
was  capable  of  feeling,  and  there¬ 
fore  deferved  to  enjoy.  His  tem¬ 
per  was  even,  mild,  and  cheerful ; 
to  which  were  added,  a  certain 
roughnefs,  mixed  with  iimpiicity 
and  good  humour,  and  a  happy  and 
pleafant  knack  of  telling  a  dory, 
which  rendered  his  converfation  a- 
greeable.  The  great  activity  of  his 
mind  was  neceffarily  connected  with 
a  proportion  of  vivacity  and  quick- 
nefs,  which  rendered  him  fufcepti- 
ble  of  warmth  and  irritation.  His 
anger,  however,  was  never  any 
thing  more  than  a  tranfitory  flafli  ; 
and 'he  knew  no  fuch  thing  as  per¬ 
manent  ill-will  toward  any  human 
being.  His  probity  and  integrity 
were  pure  and  incorruptible  ;  and 
the  honed  indignation  with  which 
he  inveighed  again  ft  every  inftance 
of  perfidy  and  injuftice,  was  lingua 
larly  remarkable.  Elis  piety  was 
rational  and  lincere  :  his  devotion 
was  fervent  ;  he  was  intimately 
perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  Chrift* 
tiany— felt  its  importance  to  the 
dignity  and  happinefs  of  human 
nature — and  looked  upon  its  de¬ 
tractors  and  oppofers  as  the  mofl 
pernicious  enemies  of  man.  His  * 
philanthrophy  was  great,  and  if  ever 
he  felt  the  emotions  of  averfionand 
indignation,  it  was  only  when  he 

con- 
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contemplated  the  malignant  frenzy 
of  the  profefled  abettors  and  apof- 
tles  of  Atheifm.  W e  fliall  not  con¬ 
tend  with  fuch  as  may  look  upon 
this  as  an  infirmity  ;  for  we  never 
felt  any  thing  in  our  occafional  vi- 
fits  to  Bedlam,  but  fentiments  of 
pity,  and  that  kind  of  dejeftion  that 
ariles  from  the  humiliating  view  of 
difordered  nature, 

M.  Euler  had  by  his  firft  mar¬ 
riage  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
eight  died  in  infancy  or  early  youth. 
The  other  five,  of  which  three  are 
fbns,  highly  eminent  in  their  re- 
fperiive  profefiions,  augmented  his 
family  with  thirty- eight  grand-chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  twenty-fix  are  ftill 
living.  4  It  -was  a  mod  pleafing 
and  afreriing  fpedtacle,’  fays  our 
eulogifi,  4  to  fee  the  venerable  old 
man,  fitting  (deprived  of  fight)  like 
$  patriarch  in  the  rnidd  of  his  nu¬ 
merous  family,  all  zealous  in  ren¬ 
dering  the  evening  of  his  life  ferene 
and  pleafing,  by  every  tender  office 


and  mark  of  attention,  that  the 
warmed  filial  affection  could  fug¬ 
ged.’  We  cordially  join  the  worthy 
writer  in  the  contemplation  of  this 
refpedtable  domeftic  feene ;  and 
when  we -combine  the  fublime  re- 
fearches  of  this  great  luminary  of 
fcience,  with  the  ferene  piety  of 
his  fetting  rays,  and  confider  the 
life  of  the  philofopher  in  one  point 
of  view  with  the  death  of  t!\e  jud, 
we  fee,  we  feel  here,  an  indication 
of  immortality,  which  confounds 
the  puny  fophift'ry  of  the  fceptic  ; 
and  we  behold,  in  Euler,  the  fun 
fetting  only  to  rife  again  with  a 
purer  ludre. 

— - Ille  poftquam  fe  lumine  vero 

Implevlt,  flellafque  vagas  miratur  et  aftra 
Fixa  polls,  videt  quanta  fub  noble  jaceret 
Msec  nodra  dies. 

At  the  end  of  this  indrudtive  and 
interfiling  account  of  M.  Euler,  we 
find  a  complete  lid  of  his  works, 
which  fills  5  i  pages. 


Some  Account  of  Sir  JOHN  FORTESCUE. 

[From  the  Fifth  Volume  of  Dr.  Henry’s  Hidory  of  Great  Britain.] 


6i  J°^n  Fortefcue  was  the 

k3  great  ornament  of  his  ho¬ 
nourable  profeifion,  and  one  of  the 
mod  learned  and  bed  men  of  the 
age  in  which  he  dourifhed.  Being 
the  third  fon  of  fir  Henry  For- 
tefeue,  lord  chief-juftice  of  Ireland, 
he  was  early  intended  for  the  law, 
and  at  a  proper  age  entered  a  du- 
dent  in  Lincoln’s-inn,  where  he 
foon  became  famous  for  his  fupe- 
rior  knowledge,  both  of  the  civil 
and  common  lawT.  When  he  was 
reader  in  that  fociety,  his  le6tur.es 
were  attended  by  crowded  audi¬ 
ences,  and  received  with  great,  ap- 


plaufe.  He  was  made  a  ferjeant  at 
law,  A.  D.  1430 ;  appointed  king’s 
ferjeant,  A.  D.  14413  and  railed 
to  the  high  office  of  chief- judice 
of  the. King’s -bench,  A.  D.  1442, 
in  which  he  pi  elided  many  years 
with  great  wifdom,  dignity,  and 
uprightnefs.  As  the  chief- judice 
was  beady  in  his  loyalty  to  his  fo- 
vereign,  Henry  VI.  he  fliared  in 
his  misfortunes,  and  was  attainted 
for  high  treafon  by  the  firft  par¬ 
liament  of  Edward  IV.  1461,  after 
he  had  ded  into  Scotland  with  his 
unfortunate  mader.  It  was  proba¬ 
bly  there  that  he  was  created  lord 

chan- 
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chancellor  of  England,  an  office 
which  he  never  had  an  opportunity 
of  exercifing.  Having  retired  into 
France,  A.  D.  1463,  with  queen 
Margaret,  and  her  fon  Edward, 
prince  of  Wales,  he  remained  there 
feveral  years,  affilting  them  with 
his  councils,  and  fuperintending 
the  education  of  that  hopeful  young- 
prince.  It  was  for  his  inftrudtion, 
to  give  him  clear  and  juft  ideas  of 
the  conftitution  of  England,  as  a 
limited  and  legal,  and  not  an  ab- 
folute  monarchy,  that  he  eompofed 
his  admirable  little  treatifeDe  Lau- 
dibus  Legum  Angliae  ;  which,  for 
the  excellence  of  its  method,  the 
folidity  of  its  matter,  and  the  juft- 
nefs  of  its  views,  excels  every  work 
on  that  fubjebt,  in  fo  final l  a  com- 
pafs,  and  muft  endear  the  memory 
of  this  great  and  good  man  to  every 
friend  of  our  happy  conftitution. 
This  excellent  treatife,  after  re¬ 
maining  too  long  in  obfeurity,  was 
printed,  and  hath  paffed  through 
feveral  editions.  Sir  John  For- 
tefeue  accompanied  queen  Marga¬ 
ret  and  prince  Edward  in  their  laft 
unfortunate  expedition  into  Eng¬ 
land,  and  was  taken  prifoner,  after 
the  defeat  of  their  army,  at  Tewkf- 
bury,  May  4,  A.  D.  1471.  Though 
Edward  IV.  made  rather  a  cruel 
ufe  of  his  vi&ory,  he  fpared  the 
life  of  this  venerable  fage ;  and, 
after  fome  time,  reftored  him  to 
his  liberty,  and  probably  to  his 
eftate,  and  received  him  into  fa¬ 
vour.  Sir  John,  like  a  wife  and 
good  man,  acquiefced  in  the  deci- 
(ion  of  providence  in  the  fatal  con- 
ieft  between  the  houfes  of  York 


and  Lancafter  ;  and  conlidering  the 
laft  of  thefe  houfes  as  now  extindf, 
he  frankly  acknowledged  the  title 
of  Edward  IV.  to  the  crown,  and 
wrote  in  defence  of  that  title.  But 
he  ftill  retained  the  fame  political 
principles,  and  particularly  his 
zealous  attachment  to  a  limited  and 
legal  government,  in  oppofttion  to 
abfolute  monarchy.  This  -is  evi¬ 
dent  from  his  excellent  treatife,  on 
the  difference  between  an  abfolute 
and  limited  monarchy,  which,  after 
remaining  long  in  MS.  was  pub- 
liftied  by  an  honourable  defeendant 
of  the  author,  A.  D.  1714.  This 
treatife  is  written  in  Englilh,  was 
deiigned  for  the  ufe  of  Edward  IV. 
and  is  valuable  as  a  fpecimen  of 
the  Englilh  of  thofe  times  ;  but 
much  more  valuable  on  account  of 
the  many  curious  particulars  it 
contains  concerning  the  conftitn- 
tion  of  England,  and  the  condition 
of  its  inhabitants.  I  heartily  fub- 
feribe  to  the  charadler  given  of  this 
treatife  by  a  very  good  judge  of  li¬ 
terary  merit.  “  Take  it  altoge¬ 
ther,  and  it  will  appear  to  be  a 
work  which  affords  as  full  evidence 
of  the  learning,  wifdom,  upright- 
nefs,  public  fpirit,  and  loyal  gra¬ 
titude  of  its  author,  as  any  that  is 
extant  in  our’s  or  in  any  modern 
language.”  This  learned  judge 
eompofed  feveral  other  works, which 
are  ftill  extant  in  MS.  and  fome 
which  are  probably  loft  ;  and,  after 
a  long,  adfive,  and  virtuous  life, 
chequered  with  profperity  and  ad- 
verhty,  he  paid  the  lall  debt  to  na¬ 
ture  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his 
age.” 
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The  LITERARY  CHARACTER  of  JAMES  the  FIRST,  King  of 

Scotland. 

[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 


®£  TAMES  I.  king-  of  Scotland 

J  was  not  only  the  molt  learn¬ 
ed  king,  but  one  of  the  moil  learn¬ 
ed  men,  of  the  age  in  which  he 
fkmrifhed.  This  ingenious  and  a- 
miable  prince  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemies  of  his  country  in  his 
tender  youth,  when  he  was  flying 
from  the  fnares  of  his  unnatural, 
ambitious  uncle,  who  governed  his 
dominions,  and  was  fufpedled  of 
defigns  againft  his  life.  The  king 
of  England  knew  the  value  of  the 
prize  he  had  obtained,  and  kept  it 
with  the  moil  anxious  care.  The 
prince  was  conducted  to  the  Tower 
of  London  immediately  after  he 
was  feized,  April  12,  A.  D.  1405, 
as nd  there  kept  a  clofe  prifoner 
till  June  ic,  A.  D.  1407,  when 
he  was  removed  to  the  caille  of 
Nottingham,  from  whence  he  was 
brought  back  to  the  Tower,  March 
iy  A.  D.  1414,  and  there  confined 
till  Auguil  3,  in  the  fame  year, 
when  he  was  conveyed  to  the  caille 
of  Windfor,  where  he  was  detained 
till  the  fummer  of  A.  D.  1417; 
when  Henry  V.  for  political  rea¬ 
sons,  carried  him  with  him  into 
France  in  his  feconci  expedition. 
Jn  all  thefe  fortreifes,  his  confine¬ 
ment,  from  his  own  account  of  it, 
was  fo  fevere  and  ftriCI,  that  he 
was  not  fo  much  as  permitted  to 
take  the  air. 

Quare  as  in  ward  full  oft  I  woldbewaille 
My  dedely  lyf,  full  of  peyne  and  penance, 

Saing  zyt  thus,quhat  have  I  gilt  to  faille 
My  fredome  in  this  warld,  and  my  ple- 
fance  ? 

Sin  every  weight  has  thereof  fuffifance. 

Bewailling  in  my  chamber  thus  allone, 
Pifpeired  of  all  joye  and  remedye, 

l  or-tirit  of  my  thot,  and  wo- begone, 


And  to  the  wyndow  gan  I  walk  in  hye. 
To  fee  the  warld,  and  folk  that  went  for- 
bye. 

As  for  the  tyme,  though  I  of  mi r this 
fude 

Myt  have  no  more,  to  lake  it  did  me 
gude. 

u  King  James  was  about  thir¬ 
teen  years  of  age  when  he  loft  his 
liberty,  and  was  kept  in  this  un¬ 
comfortable  clofe  confinement  till 
he  was  about  twenty-five.  In  this 
melancholy  fituation,  fo  unfuitable 
to  his  age  and  rank,  books  were  his 
chief  companions,  and  ftudy  his 
greateft  pleafure.  He  rofe  early  in 
the  morning,  immediately  applied 
to  reading,  to  divert  him  from  pain¬ 
ful  reflections  on  his  misfortunes, 
and  continued  his  ftudies,  with  lit¬ 
tle  interruption,  till  late  at  night. 

The  long  dayes  and  the  nightis  eke, 

I  wold  bewaile  my  fortune  in  this  wife, 

For  quhich  again  diftreffe  comfort  to 
feke, 

My  cuftum  was  on  mornis  for  to  rife 
Airly  as  day,  O  happy  exercife  ! 

But  flep  for  craft  in  erth  myt  I  no  more? 
For  quhich,  as  tho’  could  I  no  better  wylc, 
I  toke  a  boke  to  rede  upon  a  quhile  : 

Myn  eyne  gan  to  fmart  for  ftudying  ; 

My  hoke  1  fchet,  and  at  my  hede  it  laid. 

j 

“  James  being  naturally  fenfibie, 
ingenious,  and  fond  of  knowledge, 
and  having  received  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  early  youth,  under  the 
direction  of  Walter  Wardlaw,  bi- 
fliop  of  St.  Andrew’s ;  by  this  clofe 
application  to  ftudy,  became  an 
univerfal  fcholar,  an  excellent  poet, 
and  exquifite  mufician.  That  he 
wrote  as  well  as  read  much,  we 
have  his  own  teftimony,  and  that 
of  all  our  hiftorians  who  lived  near 
his  time,  Bowmaker,  the  conti- 
nuator  of  Fordun,  who  was  his  con¬ 
temporary, 
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temporary,  and  perfonally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him,  fpends  ten 
chapters  in  his  praifes,  and  in  la¬ 
mentations  on  his  death  ;  and,  a- 
mongdl  other  things,  lays,  that  his 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  of 
law,  and  philofophy,  was  incredi¬ 
ble.  Hector  Boyle  tells  us,  that 
Henry  IV.  and  V.  furnilhed  their 
royal  prifoner  with  the  belt  teachers 
in  all  the  arts  and  fciences  ;  and 
that,  by  their  affiltance,  he  made 
great  proficiency  in  every  part  of 
learning,  and  the  fine  arts ;  that 
he  became  a  perfect  mailer  in  gram¬ 
mar,  rhetoric,  poetry,  mufic,  and 
all  the  feerets  of  natural  philofo¬ 
phy,  and  was  inferior  to  none  in 
divinity  and  law.  He  obferves 
further,  that  the  poems  he  com- 
pofed  in  his  native  tongue  were  fo 
beautiful,  that  you  might  ealily  per¬ 
ceive  he  was  born  a  poet ;  but  that 


his  Latin  poems  were  not  fo  fault- 
lefs  ;  for  though  they  abounded  in 
the  moll  fublime  fentiments,  their 
language  was  not  fo  pure,  owing  to 
the  rudenefs  of  the  times  in  which 
he  lived.  From  one  of  his  Englilh 
poems,  which  hath  been  lately  ref- 
cued  from  oblivion,  and  prelented 
to  the  public,  by  the  laudable  in- 
duflry  of  its  learned  editor,  it 
plainly  appears,  that  its  royal  au¬ 
thor  was  polIeHed  of  a  great  variety 
of  learning,  as  well  as  of  a  genuine 
fpirit  of  poetry  ;  and  if  his  other 
works  had  been  preferved,  it  is 
probable  we  fliould  have  had  Hill 
llronger  evidences  of  his  erudition. 
But  the  works  of  James  I.  have 
been  sls  unfortunate  as  their  author ; 
and  all  his  Latin,  and  many  of  his 
Englifh  compofitions,  are,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  irrecoverably  loft. 5 ’ 
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TOHN  Tiptoft,  earl  of  Wor- 
Jl  cefler,  who  flourifhed  in  the 
reigns  of  Henry  VI.  and  Edward 
IV.  was  greatly  diffinguifhed  a- 
mong  the  nobility  of  his  time,  by 
his  genius  and  love  of  learning. 
He  fucceeded  to  the  great  eflates  of 
his  family,  by  the  death  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  John  lord  Tiptoft,  21ft  Henry 
VI.  when  he  was  about  fixteen 
years  of  age  ;  and,  fix  years  after, 
was  honoured  by  that  monarch  with 
the  higher  title  of  earl  of  Wor¬ 
cester.  This  accomplilhed  nob  le¬ 
hr  an  was,  by  the  fame  prince,  con- 
ilituted  lord  high  treafurerof  Eng¬ 
land,  when  he  was  only  twenty- 
live  years  of  age.  The  earl  of 
Worceiler  very  early  difcovered  a 
tafte  for  learning,  and  at  a  proper 
1785. 


age  profecuted  his  ftudies  at  Baliol 
college  in  Oxford  ;  where,  as  his 
contemporary  and  fellow-Hudent, 
John  Rous  of  Warwick,  tells  us, 
he  was  much  admired  for  his  rapid 
progrefs  in  literature.  In  the 
twenty-feventh  year  of  his  age,  he 
was  commiffioned,  with  fome  other 
noblemen,  to  guard  the  narrow 
feas,  and  performed  that  fervice 
with  honour  to  himfelf,  and  advan¬ 
tage  to  his  country.  But  in  the 
mid  ft  of  all  thefe  honourable  toils 
and  offices,  his  love  of  learning 
continu  ed  unabated  ;  and  he  re- 
folved  to  tnavel  for  his  improve¬ 
ment.  Having  vifited  the  Holy 
Land,  he  returned  to  Italy,  and 
fettled  at  Padua,  where  Lodovicus 
Carbo,  Guaiinus,  and  John  Phrea, 
JJ  an 
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an  Englifhman,  were  then  very  fa¬ 
mous  for  their  learning,  and  at¬ 
tracted  great  crowds  of  Undents. 
Our  illulirious  Granger  was  treated 
with  great  refpeCt  at  Padua,  and 
.much  admired  by  all  the  men  of 
letters,  for  the  knowledge  he  al¬ 
ready  poflelfed,  and  his  ardour  in 
adding  to  his  {lores.  His  country¬ 
man,  John  Phrea,  dedicated  two 
books,  which  he  then  publilhed,  to 
the  earl  of  Woreefter  ;  and  in  thefe 
dedications  he  bellowed  the  high- 
cfl  praifes  on  his  patron,  for  his 
genius,  learning,  and  many  virtues  ; 
and,  amongil  other  things,  fays, 

66  Thofe  fupcrior  beings,  whole  of¬ 
fice  it  is  to  be  the  guardians  of  our 
Hie  of  Britain,  knowing  yoi^o  be 
a  wife  and  good  man,  an  enemy  to 
faction,  and  a  friend  of  peace, 
warned  you  to  abandon  a  country 
which  they  had  abandoned,  that 
you  might  not  be  flamed  by  mixing 
with  impious  and  fa&ious  men.” 
While  he  refided  at  Padua,  which 
was  about  three  years,  during  the 
heat  of  the  civil  wars  in  England, 
he  vifited  Rome,  and  delivered  an 
oration  before  pope  Pius  II,  {Ene¬ 
as'  Stivius),  and  his  cardinals,  which 
drew  tears  of  joy  from  his  holinefs, 
and  made  him  fay  aloud,  “  Behold 
the  only  prince  of  our  times,  who, 
for  virtue  and  eloquence,  maybe 
in  Illy  compared  to  the  moll  excel¬ 
lent  emperors  of  Greece  and  Rome.” 
Such  a  compliment  from  £n  Italian 
ro  an  Englifhman  mu.lt  have  been 
extorted  by  the  force  of  truth. 

“  The  earl  of  Worcelter  was  a 
great  collector  of  books  ;  and  while 
he  relided  in  Italy,  he  expended 
much  money  in  literary  purchafes. 
u  The  earl  ©f  Worcelter  (fays  Lau- 
rentius  Carbo),  captivated  by  the 
charms  of  the  Mufes,  hath  remain¬ 
ed  three  years  in  Italy,  and  now 
relides  at  Padua,  for  the  hike  of 
dudy,  and  detained  by  the  civilities 


of  the  Venetians  ;  who  being  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fond  of  books,  hath  plun¬ 
dered,  if  I  may  fo  lpeak,  our  Italian 
libraries  to  enrich  England.  After 
his  return  home,  he  made  a  prefent 
of  books  to  the  univerlity  library 
of  Oxford,  which  had  colt  him  five 
hundred  marks  :  a  great  lum  in 
thofe  times. 

u  As  loon  as  the  earl  received 
intelligence  that  the  civil  war  was 
ended,  by  the  elevation  of  Edward 
IV.  to  the  throne,  he  returned  to 
England,  fubmitted  to  that  prince, 
was  received  into  his  favour,  and 
railed  by  him  to  feveral  places  of 
power  and  truft.  In  the  fecond 
year  of  that  reign,  he  was  made 
freafurer  of  the  exchequer,  and  in 
the  next  year,  chancellor  of  Ireland 
for  life.  He  was  foon  after  conili- 
tuted  lord-deputy  of  Ireland,  under 
the  duke  of  Clarence,  and  at  lad 
made  lord-lieutenant  of  that  king¬ 
dom,  and  condable  of  England. 
In  a  word,  he  was  loaded  with  fa¬ 
vours  ;  and  hardly  a.  year  palled  in 
which  he  did  not  receive  fome  va¬ 
luable  grant  or  great  office. 

“  But  this  profperity  was  not  of 
long  duration.  A  new  revolution 
took  place.  Edward  IV.  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  abandon  his  kingdom  with 
great  precipitation,  to  fave  his  life. 
The  earl  of  Worcelfer  was  not  fo 
fortunate  as  to  efcape  ;  but  after  he 
had  concealed  himfelf  a  few  days, 
he  was  difeovered  on  a  high  tree  in 
the  foreil  of  Way  brig,  condu&ed 
to  London,  Condemned  at  Well- 
minder,  and  beheaded  on  Tower- 
hill,  O&ober  i  q,  A.  D.  1470,  in 
the  42d  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
accufed  of  cruelty  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  ;  but  his  greateft 
crime,  and  that  for  which  he  fuf- 
fered,  was  his  fleady  loyalty  to  his 
rightful  fovereign  and  generous  be- 
nefaftor,  Edward  IV.  O  good 
blelfed  Lord  God  !  (faith  Caxton ) , 

what 
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%vhat  grete  Ioffe  was  it  of  that  noble, 
virtuous,  and  well-difpofed  lord  the 
earl  Worceder !  What  worfhip 
had  he  at  Rome,  in  the  prefence  of 
our  holy  fader  the  pope,  and  in  all 
other  places  unto  his  deth  !  The 
axe  then  did  at  one  blow  cut  off 
more  learning  than  was  in  the  heads 
of  all  the  furviving  nobility. ” 
Caxton  was  his  contemporary  ;  and 
being  alfo  a  zealous  Yorkid,  could 
not  but  be  well  acquainted  with 
him. 

‘4  This  earl  translated  the  ora¬ 
tions  of  Publius  Cornelius,  and 


Caius  Flaminius,  rivals  for  the  love 
of  Lucretia ;  and  his  tranflation 
(fays  Leland)  was  fo  neat,  elegant, 
and  expreffive,  that  it  equalled  the 
beauty  of  the  original.  He  tranf- 
lated  alfo  into  Englifh,  Cicero  De 
Amicitia,  and  his  treatife  De  Se- 
nedlute  ;  and  thefe  tranflations  were 
printed  by  Caxton,  A.  D*  1481. 
Elis  famous  oration  before  the  pope 
arid  cardinals,  and  mod  of  his  orD 
ginal  works,  are  lod,  a  few  letters 
arid  fmall  pieces  only  remaining  in 
MSS,” 
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[From  Dr*  Disney’s  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  that  Gen¬ 
tleman,] 


f>i  Sykes  had  been  many 

J  years  greatly  afflicted  with 
the  gout  and  done,  but  had  receiv¬ 
ed  much  relief  from  the  pains  of 
the  latter  diforder,  for  fifteen  or 
fixteen  years  before  his  death,  by 
the  medicine  purchafed  by  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Mrs.  Stephens,  for  the 
public  ufe.  And  upon  the  whole 
he  enjoyed  a  general  date  of  good 
health  and  lpirits,  until  he  was 
feized  with  a  droke  of  the  pally, 
while  attending  the  funeral  'of  a 
friend,  on  Monday  evening,  No¬ 
vember  the  15th,  1756.  The 

change  in  his  countenance,  and  the 
faltering  in  his  fpeech,  being  in¬ 
flan  tly  perceived  by  the  red  of  the 
company,  who  attended  on  the  fame 
occalion,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
return  to  his  own  houie,  in  Caven- 
difh-fquare,  without  waring  the  in¬ 
terment  of  the  corpfe.  He  fur- 
vived  this  prefage  of  his  own  dif- 
folution  little  more  than  a  week  ; 
and  died  at  two  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 


noon  of  Tuefday  the  23d  of  the 
lame  month,  in  the  feventy-third 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  buried,  near 
the  pulpit  in  the  parifh  church  of  St. 
James’s,  Wedminder,  on  the  30th 
of  November  ;  when  Dr.  Gregory 
Sharpe,  who  fucceeded  him  in 
King-dreet  chapel,  and  wras  after¬ 
wards  mader  of  the  Temple,  and 
who  had  long  been  in  habits  of 
friendfhip  with  the  deceafed,  offi¬ 
ciated  upon  the  occalion. 

u  Dr.  Sykes  had  been  married 
many  years,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Williams,  a  widow  lady,  and  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Bridol,  but  had  no  children, 
by  her.  He  left  the  whole  of  his 
fortune,  which  was  condderable,  to 
her  for  life  ;  and  afterwards  to  his 
brother,  the  Rev.  George  Sykes  ; 
who  gave  the  bulk  of  it  to  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  their  patron,  Robert  Bri- 
ftow,  efq.  whofe  grandfon,  a  mi¬ 
nor,  is  now  the  owner  of  it. 

u  Mrs.  Sykes  furvived  her  huf- 
band  upwards  of  fix  years,  and 
B  2  died 


[id] 
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in  January,  1 763,  and  was  buried 
near  him,  on  the  31ft  of  that 
month. 

44  In  private  life,  Dr.  Sykes  was 
of  eafy,  yen  tie,  and  obliging  man¬ 
ners,  naturally  cheerful  and  good 
tempered,  model!  and  unailuming, 
unfoured  by  controversy,  not  proud 
of,  or  confident  in  his  learning'. 
He  was  ilricftlv  jul!  in  all  his  con- 
cents  with  others,  faithful  in  his 
engagements,  humane  to  the  poor; 
ting'ularlv  exact  in  all  his  appoint¬ 
ments,  and  punctual  in  his  pay¬ 
ments. 

44  His  manner  and  delivery  in 
the  pulpit,  were  very  generally  ap¬ 
proved,  and  admired.  His  fermons 
were  rather  plain  than  elegant ;  but 
they  were  always  clear  and  intelli¬ 
gible,  though  fometim.es  argumen¬ 
tative.  He  was  always  careful  in 
the  choice  of  his  fubftitute,  when 
he  was  neceflarily  abfentfrom  town, 
where  he  chiefly  redded,  except 
during  fome  part  or  every  fummer, 
which  he  constantly  fpent  at  Ray¬ 
leigh,  and  his  occalional  relidence 
at  V\  inch eller  and  Salifbury.  And 

he  never  wanted  the  ready  affiilance 

✓ 

of  fome  of  the  highefl  order  of  the 
clergy.  A  perfon  now  living,  who 
himfelf  regularly  attended  public 
worfliip  in  King-frreet  chapel,  re¬ 
members  to  have  heard  three  bi~ 
(hops  preach  for  him,  on  three  fuc- 

ceffive  Sundays. 

* 

44  It  is  very  obfervablc,  that  Dr. 
Sykes  applied  himfelf  early  in  life, 
or  the  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures  ;  and 
he  purfued  it  with  equal  applica¬ 
tion  and  fuccefs,  to  a  good  old  age. 
He  was  alio  well  verfed  in  the 
Writings  of  the  fathers,  and  the 
early  philofophers  ;  and  added  to 
*thefe  acquirements,  he  was  happy 
in  a  quick  difeernment,  and  a  folid 
judgment.  In  all  his  various  poli¬ 
tical  debates,  and  literary  contro- 
verlies,  he  always  conducted  him¬ 


felf  with  temper  and  good  manners 
towards  his  adverfaries  ;  infomuch, 
that  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  one 
fingle  inflance,  wherein  he  exceed¬ 
ed  the  bounds  of  decorum  and  ci¬ 
vility.  Few  men  have  laboured 
more  unweariedly  to  ferve  the  befr 
intereiis  of  Chriflianity  and*prote- 
fiantifm  ;  for  while  he  defended  the 
truth  and  evidences  ofour  common 
faith,  he  difplayed  the  fame  zeal 
for  the  facred  right  of  private  judg¬ 
ment,  without  which  the  revealed 
will  of  God  would  ceafe  either  to 
lead  us  into  a  reafonable  faith,  or 
influence  a  rational  conduft.  He 
was  warmly  attached  to  the  civil 
liberties  of  his  country,  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
proteftant  fucceffion. 

44  In  his  perfon,  our  author  is 
faid  to  have  been  rather  low~  of  fla- 
ture,  and  fomething  inclined  to 
corpulency  ;  to  have  been  (lightly 
marked  with  the  final! -pox,  and  of 
a  frefh  complexion.  His  counte¬ 
nance  is  alio  faid  to  have  been  a 
faithful  mirror  of  his  mind,  plea- 
fant  and  good  tempered.  There  is 
a  portrait  of  him,  taken  when  he 
was  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of 
age,  painted  by  Wills.  It  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Sykes,  his  widow,  to 
Robert  Briftow,  efq.  and  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  it  is  now  in  that  family. 

44  What  has  already  been  faid, 
in  the  preceding  pages,  fhouki  feem 
to  preclude  any  particular  difplay 
of  our  author’s  abilities  as  a  fcho- 
lar,  and  a  divine  ;  his  works  will 
fpeak  his  juft  praife.  His  honelt 
love  and  ardent  zeal  for  truth  are 
apparent,  and  have  already  been 
occafionally  noticed,  and  appear 
the  leading  features  of  his  charac¬ 
ter.  44  Whatever  my  abilities  are,’* 
lavs  he  to  Mr.  Whitfon,  44  which 
I  freely  acknowledge  to  be  not 
great,  yet  be  they  more  or  lefs, 
truth  I  love,  and  truth  I  confianltly 

feareh 
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fearch  after,  and  make  truth  the 
ftudy  of  my  life  ;  and  I  hope  no¬ 
thing  will  ever  have  influence 
enough  to  make  me  fvverve  from 
that.”  And  elfewhere  he  writes, 
ii  How  well  I  have  fucceeded  in 
my  deflgn,  the  reader  is  now  to 
judge.  Perhaps  it  may  be  thought 
that  I  have  miftaken  the  meaning 
of  Pome  pafiages  of  Scripture.  All 
that  I  can  lay  for  myfelf  is  this 
only  ;  that  in  the  explication  of  lb 
many,  it  is  well  if  I  have  not. 
However,  I  have  lincerely  endea- 
voured  to  follow  truth,  being  very 
little  felicitous  where  it  led  me  : 
and  if  I  have  failed,  yet  this  I  am 
fine  of,  that  my  intentions  were 
good  and  upright.”  And  Dr.  Gre¬ 
gory  Sharpe,  in  his  Review  of  the 
Controverfy  about  the  Meaning  of 
the  Demoniacs,  bears  his  teflimony 
to  the  amiable  and  ingenuous  difpo- 
lition  of  his  friend  ;  “  If  I  may 
guefs,”  fays  he,  “  at  the  inquirer’s 
temper,  I  believe  he  had,  at  any 
time,  rather  embrace  the  truth,  let 
who  will  teach  it,  than  continue  in 
an  error  with  the  multitude.” 

u  In  confirmation  of  this  excel¬ 
lent  part  of  our  author’s  character, 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  produce 
the  evidence  of  the  eminently  learn¬ 
ed  and  liberal  minded  Dr.  Jortin, 
from  the  information  of  a  moft  re- 
fpeftable  clergyman  in  the  eitab- 
lifhed  church,  whofe  fituation  in 
this  great  city,  derives  peculiar  ho¬ 
nour  and  credit  to  his  noble  pa¬ 
trons.  In  a  mixed  company,  where 
Dr.  jortin  was  prefenr,  and  at  a 
time  when  certain  of  Dr.  Sykes’s 
publications  were  the  fubjeff  of 
converfation,  it  was  obferved  by 
fome  gentleman  (who  probably  in¬ 
herited  his  own  principles  and  opi¬ 
nions  in  the  fame  quiet  undifturbed 
way,  that  he  had  Succeeded  to  the 
paternal  inheritance  of  his  family), 
that  in  whatever  debate  Dr,  Sykes 


was  engaged  he  was  fure  to  be  on 
thewrong  f.de.  To  this  Dr.  Jortin 
replied,  that  44  without  entering 
into  the  particular  queftion  then 
be  lore  the  company,  this  he  was 
well  allured  of,  that  Dr.  Sykes  was 
dcierving  of  much  prnife  ;  for  even 
if  he  was  fo  frequently  in  the 
wrong,  as  the  gentleman  had  ob¬ 
ferved,  it  mu  ft  be  remembered,  that 
no  man  took  more  pains  to  be  in 
the  1  ight.”  And  this  good  opinion 
ol  Dr.  Jortin  feems  to  have  been 
reciprocal  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Sykes, 
who  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Birch,  in 
July,  17^3,  writes  ; — As  to  my 
friend  Mr.  Jortin,  he  is  already  fa 
far  in  the  mire,  that  he  cannot  re¬ 
tire  backwards,  confequently  he 
mu  if  go  on:  I  heartily  wifh 'him  all 
iucceis,  and  hope  he  will  at  length 
receive,  what  he  ought  to  have  had 
many  years  ago,  an  encouragement, 
iuitable  to  his  learning,  and  real 
merits.” 

44  Dr.  Sykes’s  fentiments  refpefb 
ing  the  perfon  of  Jeffs  Chrilt  are 
well  known  to  have  agreed  with 
tbofe.  of  Dr.  Clarke  ;  and  one  of 
his  t raffs  was  exprefly  written  in 
defence  of  his  Scripture  Doffrine 
of  the  Trinity.  In  the  ufe  of  this 

j 

word  (trinity),  I  cannot  but  think 
th„t  theie  learned  men  miirepre- 
fented  themfrlves  :  and  while  they 
reiefted  the  detinue  which  is  gene¬ 
rally  underftoqd  by  the  word  14  tri¬ 
nity,”  they  would  have  done  well 
to  have  waved  the  frequent  and  in- 
diferiminate  ufe  of  the  term.  Dr. 
Sykes,  in  one  place,  {peaks  of 
4i  the  ever  blefFed  trinity  and  in 
another,  he  fays,  44  the  doffrine  of 
the  trinity,  when  confldered  as  it 
lies  in  the  New  Tefiament,  is  not 
any  abfolute  myfterious  notion,  but 
only  a  doffrine  holding  forth  that 
which  the  baptifmal  creed  likewife 
contains.”  And  again,  “  the  ferip- 
tiixe  doff ritie  of  the  trinity  hands 
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iinfhaken.”  The  learned  Mr,  Jack- 
fon,  of  Roffmgton,  alfo  fpeaks  of 
being  44  brought  he  trulls  into  the 
true  knowledge  of  jefus  Chrift  his 
God  and  faviour,”and  again  thanks 
Dr.  Clarke  44  for  his  very  learned 
and  judicious  book  of  the  fcripture 
doctrine  of  the  trinity,5’  to  which 
he  adds,  44  by  God’s  grace,  he 
owed  the  then  prpfent  fettlement  of 
his  mind  in  the  true  faith  of  the 
ever  bleffed  trinity.” 

44  And  even  fo  lately  as  the  lad 
year,  1784,  the  learned  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor,  author  of  the  Apology  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Ben  Mordecni,  though  he 
reprobates  the  phrafe  (trinity),  cit¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time,  the  difappro- 
bation  of  Luther  and  Calvin  to  the 
very  name,  continues  the  life  of  it, 
under  the  general  idea,  that  ^  fo 
long  as  that  word  is  underdood  in 
gL  fenfe  agreeable  to  the  unity  of 
Jehovah,  and  the  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples  of  chridianity,  it  can  furnifh 
jio  argument  againd  the  truth  of 
that  religion.”  All  this  is  very 
plaufible,  and  the  practice  would  be 
rnore  excufable,  if  every  man,  or 
every  reader  reafoned  accurately, 
and  conddered  things  abfiradtedly  ; 
but  dnce  this  is  not  the  cafe,  the 
life  of  the  word  44  trinity,”  by 
thofe  who  are  well  underllood  not 
to  believe  the  full  import  of  it,  in 
its  common  dgnification,  is  uling 
equivocal  language,  and  fuch  as 
will  miilead  many  readers.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  tends  more  to  edification,  to 
life  plain  and  determinate  words  ; 
and  to  fpeak  to  the  underftandings 
of  men  in  language  that  fhall  help, 
and  not  confound,  or  miflead  their 
apprehenfions. 

44  It  is  mod  probable  that  Dr. 
Sykes  left  feveral  manufcripts  be¬ 
hind  him  ;  but  1  have  been  parti- 
pularly  informed,  by  a  learned  gen¬ 
tleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wmchetler,  of  feme  valuable  pa¬ 


pers  44  upon  the  authority  of  the 
civil  m agill rate  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion,  by  way  of  dialogue,  after  the 
manner  of  Cicero  ;  very  well  done, 
and  fairljT-  written  ready  for  the 
prefs  ;  very  candid,  and  equal  to 
any  thing  he  has  written.”  Dr. 
Sykes  has  alfo  been  faid  to  have 
left  fome  manufcript  remarks  on 
Mr.  Peirce’s  ordination  fermon. 
His  own  fermons  are  very  credibly 
reported  to  have  been  fold. 

44  Dr,  Sykes’s  engagement  in  the 
feveral  fucceffive  controyerdes  of 
his  time,  has  attradled  the  notice  of 
fome  obfervers,  and  wbo>  on  that 
account,  have  affedted  to  under-; 
rate  his  eminent  worth,  and  no  lefs 
eminent  learning,  and  the  value  of 
his  writings.  But  thefe  perfons 
fhould  confider,  that  in  the  accom¬ 
modation  and  application  of  his 
learning  and  abilities  to  the  differ^ 
ent  demands  and  exigencies  of  the 
times,  he  rendered  a  very  effential 
and  permanent  fervice  to  the  caufe 
of  truth  and  liberty.  For,  not- 
with  flan  ding  the  difrefpect  which  is 
occafionally  fhewn  towards  reli¬ 
gious  controverfy,  by  little  and  il¬ 
liberal  minds,  it  is  to  fuch  contro- 
verfies  as  engaged  the  pens  of 
Clarke,  Hoadley,  and  Sykes,  that 
we  owe  much  of  what  is  moll  va¬ 
luable  and  dear  to  us.  An  affedted 
difparagement  of  the  feveral  con- 
troverfies  which  have  refpedted .re¬ 
ligious  liberty,  and  the  improved 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  gene¬ 
rally  indicates  an  indifference  to 
the  nature  and  obligations  of  reli¬ 
gion  itfelf ;  or  bcfpeaks  a  total  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  bleffmgs  we  derive 
and  enjoy  from  free  inquiry  and 
debate,  by  means  pf  the  prefs  ;  or 
is  the  effedl  of  a  lamentable  preju¬ 
dice  againff  every  defire,  and  at¬ 
tempt  to  bring  all  profeffing  Chrif- 
tians  to  abide  by  the  plain  and  art- 
lefs  gofp.pl  of  thrift.  Or,  when 
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fucli  aver  Eon  to  controverfy  is  held 
by  well  meaning  and  more  candid 
minds,  it  Is  no  other  than  their  de¬ 
claring  their  earned  defire  to  eftab- 
liih  the  end,  while  at  the  fame  time 
they  inconfiftently  and  perempto¬ 
rily  proteft  againft  the  only  means 
which  can  effeCf  it. 

44  The  late  Mr.  Hollis,  who  was 
himfelf  an  aCtive  and  greatly  diftin- 
guifhed  friend  of  liberty,  bore  his 
teftimony  to  Dr.  Sykes’s  writings, 
by  repeatedly  advertifing  in  the 
year  1 766,  his  two  traCts  againft 
popery,  originally  publifhed  in  the 
year  1746,  and  reprinted  1-63. 
And  further,  by  collecting,  as  he 
dates  in  his  diary,  44  a  complete  fet 


of  the  late  learned  excellent  Dr. 
Sykes’s  works,  to  bind  and  fend'To 
Harvard  college,  in  America,  for 
honourable  preservation  of  his  me¬ 
mory.”  “'A  collection,  add  the 
editors  of  the  Memoirs,  the  more 
neceflarv,  as  well  as  the  more  valu¬ 
able,  as  fome  of  the  doctor’s  traCts 
were  become  exceeding  Scarce.” 
This  teftimony  of  Mr.  Hollis,  and 
of  his  biographers,  will  bring  more 
reputation  to  the  writings  of  Dr. 
Sykes,  than  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  committee  of  convocation  in 
1717,  to  withhold,  or  take  away, 
by  indirect  reflection  or  threat, 
when  they  openly  aflailed  the  then 
biftiop  of  Bangor.” 
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[From  the  fecond  Volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philofo- 
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Vi  TORN  Gregory,  M.D.  F.  R.  S. 

fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyficians  in  Edinburgh,  and 
profefibr  of  medicine  in  the  univer- 
fity  of  Edinburgh,  born  at  Aber¬ 
deen  in  1725,  was  third  fon  of 
James  Gregory,  M.  D.  profefibr  of 
medicine  in  King’s  College,  Aber¬ 
deen,  and  of  Anne,  daughter  of 
the  rev.  George  Chalmers,  princi¬ 
pal  of  King’s  College  there.  The 
family  of  Dr.  Gregory  is  of  great 
antiquity  in  Scotland,  and  has  for 
more  than  a  century  paft  produced 
a  fucceflion  of  gentlemen  of  the 
firft  diftinCtion  in  the  learned  world. 
James  Gregory,  profefibr  of  mathe¬ 
matics,  firft  at  St.  Andrews,  and 
afterwards  at  Edinburgh,  the  doc¬ 
tor’s  grandfather,  was  one  of  the 
moft  eminent  mathematicians  of  the 
iaft  age,  the  age  of  mathematics. 
He  invented  the  reflecting  tele- 


fcope,  improved  by  fir  Ifaac  New¬ 
ton.  His  Optica  Promota,  and  o- 
ther  mathematical  works,  are  ftill 
in  high  eftecm. 

“  David  Gregory  of  Oxford,  an¬ 
other  of  the  family,  the  doctor’s 
coufin,  publifhed  an  excellent  and 
complete  Treatife  of  Aftronomy, 
founded  upon  the  principles,  and 
explanatory  of  the  doCtrine,  of  fir 
Ifaac  Newton.  James  Gregory, 
M.  D.  the  doctor’s  eldeft  brothel-, 
fucceeded  their  father  as  profefibr 
of  medicine  in  King’s  College,  A- 
berdeen  :  and  the  doctor,  of  whom 
we  write,  has  left  a  fon,  who  now 
holds  the  office  of  profefibr  of  the 
Inftitutions  of  Medicine  in  the  11  ni- 
verfity  of  Edinburgh,  made  vacant 
by  the  election  of  Dr.  Cullen  to  be 
foie  profefibr  of  praCtice,  after  his 
father’s  death.  It  feems  to  be  the 
deftiny  of  this  family,  to  enlarge 
B  4  Science, 
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fcience,  and  inflr add:  mankind  ;  and 
we  hope,  it  will  long  hold  this  ho¬ 
nourable  diftinftion. 

4 4  Though  Dr.  Gregory’s  father 
died  when  his  fon  was  very  young, 
his  education  was  carefully  and  fuc- 
cefsfully  conduced  by  able  and 
Ikilful  perfons,  who  were  attached 
to  his  father  and  family,  as  well  as 
to  the  duty  they  owed  to  their  pu¬ 
pil.  In  fuch  a  happy  fituation  for 
Improvement,  Dr.  Gregory  made 
a.  rapid  progrefs  in  his  iludies,  At 
Aberdeen,  he  became  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  learned  lan¬ 
guages,  and  with  his  own  ;  here  he 
hhifhed  his  courfe  of  philofophy, 
and  his  mathematical  iludies ;  for 
like  the  reft  of  his  anceftors,  he  was 
deeply  verfed  in  mathematical 
knowledge.  And  in  this  admirable 
fchool,  where  abftract  fcience  itlelf 
has  undergone  aiignal  reformation, 
and  has  learned  to  fpeak  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  common  fenfe,  and  to  a- 
dorn  itfelf  with  the  graces  of  tafte 
and  eloquence,  Dr.  Gregory  culti¬ 
vated  an  elegant  and  juft  tafte,  clear- 
nefs  and  beauty  of  expreffion,  with 
precifion  of  judgment,  and  exten- 
iive  knowledge.  With  the  circle  of 
fcience,  he  po Hefted  a  great  fhare  of 
common  lenfe,  and  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  men.  This  he  difplays 
In  his  writings  ;  and  evidently  cur¬ 
ried  into  his  profeffion  a  fpirit  con¬ 
genial  to  that  of  the  Gerards  and 
Beatties,  gentlemen,  with  whom 
he  lived  in  the  clofeft  habits  of 
friendfhip. 

41  Having  fini filed  at  Aberdeen 
his  courfe  of  ftndy  in  languages, 
arts,  and  philofophy,  in  i  74 2  he 
went  to  Edinburgh,  to  profecute 
the  ftudy  of  medicine. 

44  Having  attended  the  excellent 
courfes  of  the  late  Dr.  Alexander 
Monro,  the  celebrated  profefTor, 
and  father  of  anatomy  there — of 
Dr.  Allien,  on  the  materia  medica, 


and  botany-— of  Dr.  Plummer,  on 
chemiftry — of  Dr.  Sinclair,  the  ele¬ 
gant  and  favourite  fcholar  of  Boer- 
haave,  on  the  inftitution  of  medi¬ 
cine— -of  the  fagacious  Rutherford, 
on  the  practice  of  medicine — he 
went  to  Leyden  in  1  745,  and  to  Pa¬ 
ris  in  1746,  for  farther  improve¬ 
ment. 

44  While  at  Leyden,  he  received 
a  fpontaneous  mark  of  the  efteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  thofe  a- 
mong*  whom,  and  by  whom,  he  had 
been  educated,  in  having  the  degree 
of  debtor  of  phylic  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  univerffty  of  Aberdeen  ; 
"and  when  be  returned  there  from 
Paris,  he  was  appointed  profefTor 
of  philofophy  in  King’s  College. 
He  held  this  profefTorfhip  for  three 
or  four  years,  and  during  that  time 
he  gave  leeftures,  or  rather  a  com¬ 
plete  courfe,  according  to  the  me¬ 
thod  of  education  in  that  uni  ver¬ 
ity,  011  the  following  important 
branches  of  knowledge.  1.  Ma¬ 
thematics.  2.  Natural  and  expe¬ 
rimental  philofophy.  3.  Ethics, 
and  moral  philofophy. 

44  I11  1734  he  went  to  London, 
where  he  was  chofen  fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  cultivated  the 
acquaintance,  and  fixed  the  efteem 
and  friendfhip,  of  fome  of  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  literati  there.  Ed¬ 
ward  Montagu,  efq.  an  eminent  ma¬ 
thematician,  and  worthy  man,  main¬ 
tained  a  firm  friendfhip  for  the  doc=> 
tor,  founded  on  the  fimilarity  of 
their  manners  and  ftudies.  His  la¬ 
dy,  Mrs.  Montagu,  and  George 
lord  Lyttelton,  were  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  his  friends  ;  and  it  is  not  im¬ 
probable  but  he  would  have  conti¬ 
nued  in  London,  and  p raft i fed  there 
in  his  profelfton,  if  the  death  of  his 
brother  fames  Gregory,  AX.  D.  and 
profefTor  of  phylic  in  King’s  Col¬ 
lege,  Aberdeen,  in  1756,  had  not 
occafioned  his  being  recalled  to  his 
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native  univerfity,  to  fill  the  chair 
of  profefifor  of  phyfic,  vacant  by 
his  brother’s  death.  His  occupa¬ 
tions  in  phyfic  now  began  to  be  ac¬ 
tive  :  he  gave  a  courie  of  leClures 
in  phyfic,  and  pradlifed  in  his  pro- 
feffioii,  with  univerfal  applaule. 

In  1766,  on  the  mournful  oc- 
cafion  of  the  death  or  Dr.  Robert 
FVhytt,  the  ingenious  profeffor  of 
the  theory  of  phyfic  at  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  Gregory  was  called  to  fucceed 
him,  as  his  majefty’s  firft  phyfician 
in  Scotland  ;  and,  about  the  fame 
time,  he  was  chofen  to  fill  the  chair 
of  profefibr  of  the  practice  of  phy¬ 
fic,  which  was  juft  refigned  by  Dr. 
Rutherford  ;  the  truftees  of  that 
univerfity  being'  ever  attentive  to 
fupport  the  high  reputation  of  the 
celebrated  fchool  of  phyfic  there, 
by  drawing  to  it,  from  every  quar¬ 
ter,  phyficians  of  the  moft  approved 
talents  and  qualifications  in  the  le- 
veral  branches  of  medicine  they  are 
appointed  to  teach.  Dr.  Gregory 
gave  three  fucceifive  courfes  of 
practical  leisures.  Afterwards,  by 
agreement  with  bis  ingenious  col¬ 
league,  Dr.  Cullen,  they  ledtured 
alternate  feffions,  an  the  practice 
and  inftitutions  of  medicine,  with 
juft  and  univerfal  approbation,  till 
the  time  of  Dr.  Gregory’s  death. 

<«  The  dodtor  having  attained  the 
firft  dignities  of  his  profeffion  in  his 
native  country,  and  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  medical  lfation  in  the  uni- 
verlitv,  far  from  relaxing  from  that 
attention  to  the  duties  of  his  pro¬ 
feffion  which  had  railed  him,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  merit  the  rank  he  held 
in  it,  and  in  the  public  efteem,  by 
lfill  greater  exertions  of  labour  and 
affiduitv.  It  was  during  this  time 
of  bufinefs  and  occupation,  that  he 
prepared  and  publilhed  his'  P radical 
Syllabus  for  the  Ufe  of  Students, 
which,  if  it  had  been  finilhed,  would 
have  proved  a  very  uieful  book  of 
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pradlice  ;  and  likewife,  thofe  ad¬ 
mired  ledtures  on  the  duties,  office, 
and  ftudies  of  a  phyfician. 

44  Dr.  Gregory,  for  many  years 
before  his  death,  felt  the  approach 
of  dileaf e,  and  apprehended,  from 
an  hereditary  and  cruel  gout,  the 
premature  death,  which,  indeed,  too 
loon  put  a  period  to  his  life  and 
ufefulnefs.  In  this  anxious  expec¬ 
tation,  he  had  prepared  that  ad¬ 
mirable  proof  of  paternal  folicituce 
and  fenfibility,  4 4  A  Father’s  Le¬ 
gacy  to  his  Daughters.”  But  for 
Tome  days,  and  even  that  preceding 
his  death,  he  had  been  as  well  as 
ufual ;  at  midnight,  he  was  left  in 
good  fpirits  by  Dr.  Johnftone,  late 
phyfician  in  Worcefter,  at  that  time 
his  clinical  clerk ;  yet,  at  nine  o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  tenth  of  Fe  - 
bruary,  1773,  he  was  found  dead 
in  his  bed, 

44  Dr.  Gregory  was  tall  in  per* 
fon,  and  remarkable  for  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  his  difpofition  and  counte¬ 
nance,  as  well  as  for  the  cafe  and 
opennefs  of  his  manners.  He  was 
an  univerfal  and  elegant  fcholar, 
an  experienced,  learned,  fagacioUs, 
and  humane  phyfician-— A  profef- 
for,  who  had  the  happy  talent  of 
interefting  his  pupils,  and  of  direct¬ 
ing  their  attention  to  fubjedfs  of 
importance,  and  of  explaining  dif¬ 
ficulties  with  fimplicity  and  clear- 
nefs.  He  entered  with  threat  warmth 
into  the  interefts  and  condudt  of  his 
hearers,  and  gave  fuch  as  deferved 
it  every  encouragement  and  a  Alli¬ 
ance  in  his  power  :  open,  frank, 
focial,  and  undiiguifed  in  his  life 
and  manners,  fincere  in  his  friend- 
fiiips,  a  tender  huffiand  and  father; 
an  unafteCIed,  chearful,  candid,  be¬ 
nevolent  man — -a  faithful  Chriftian. 
Dr.  Gregory’s  unexpected  death, 
in  the  height  of  his  ufefulnefs,  and 
with  appearances  which  afforded 
hopes  of  its  continuance  for  a  much 

longer 
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longer  period,  was  univerfally  la¬ 
mented  as  a  public,  no  lefs  than  a 
private  lofs ;  and  fcienee,  genius, 
and  worth,  will  long  weep  over  his 
grave. 

“  Dr.  Gregory  married  in  1  “  5  2 , 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William 
lord  Forbes  :  he  loft  this  amiable 
lady  in  1761  :  fhe  left  the  doftor 
three  fons  and  three  daughters, 
viz.  James  Gregory,  M.  D.  now 
profelfor  of  medicine  in  Edinburgh 
— Dorothea —  Anne  —  Elizabeth— 
William,  ftudent  of  Baliol  College, 
Oxford,  and  now  in  orders : — John 
— all  now  living,  except  Elizabeth, 
who  died  in  1771. 

44  His  works. 

44  I.  Comparative  View  of  the 
State  and  Faculties  of  Man  with 
thofe  of  the  Animal  World. 

44  This  work  was  firft  read  to  a 
private  literary  fociety  at  Aberdeen, 
and  without  the  moil  diftant  view 
to  publication.  Many  hints  are 
thrown  out  in  it  on  fubjedts  of  con¬ 
sequence,  with  lefs  formality,  and 
more  freedom,  than  if  publication 
had  been  originally  intended.  The 
fize  of  the  book  may  have  fullered 
by  this  circumilance  ;  but  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  matter  has  probably  been 
increafed,  by  a  greater  degree  of 
priginality,  and  of  variety.  The 
author  indulges  hiliifelf  in  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  an  effayitl ;  he  touches 
many  interefling  fubjedls,  but  with 
a  mailerly,  a  bold,  yet  a  judicious 
band.  This  work,  like  another  of 
great  fame,  may  be  called  a  chain, 
the  links  of  which  are  very  nume¬ 
rous,  and  yet  all  connedled  toge¬ 
ther.  We  know  the  author  the 
better  for  the  rapid  judgment  he 
paffes,  and  cannot  help  admiring 
the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  and  the 
beneyolence  of  his  views,  which 
have  an  obvious  diredlion  to  raife 
the  genius,  and  to  mend  the  heart ; 
and  we  concur  with  him  in  think¬ 


ing  that,  44  That  view  of  human 
nature  may  be  the  fafell,  which 
conlkiers  it  as  formed  for  every 
thing  that  is  good  and  great,  and 
fets  no  bounds  to  its  capacity  and 
power  ;  but  looks  on  its  prefent  at¬ 
tainments  as  trilling,  and  of  no  ac¬ 
count.  ” 

44  The  comparative  anatomy  of 
brute  animals  has  (as  obferved  by 
our  author)  been  the  fourceof  mod; 
ufeful  difeoveries  in  the  anatomy 
of  the  human  body  ;  but  the  com¬ 
parative  animal  eeconomv  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  of  other  animals — com¬ 
parative  views  of  their  dates  and 
manner  of  life,  have  been  little  re¬ 
garded.  Inftindt  is  a  principle  com¬ 
mon  to  us,  and  the  whole  animal 
world  :  to  animals,  as  far  as  it  ex¬ 
tends,  it  is  an  infallible  guide.  In 
man,  reafon  is  but  a  weak  princi¬ 
ple,  and  ail  unfafe  guide,  when 
compared  to  inftintl.  Of  this,  cu¬ 
rious  inflances  are  mentioned.  In 
the  bringing  forth,  and  in  the  nurf-  ( 
ing  of  their  young,  the  advantages 
of  brute  inftinfl  over  the  cuiloms 
which  have  been  taken  up  by  ra¬ 
tional  beings,  are  placed  in  a  ftrong 
light.  Numbers  of  mothers,  as 
well  as  infants,  die  by  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  prepofterous  art  in  child*? 
bearing,  and  afterwards,  by  mo¬ 
thers  omitting  the  duty  of  nurling. 
A  natural  duty  and  obligation, 
which  contributes  no  lefs  to  the 
fafety,  health,  and  beauty  of  mo¬ 
thers,  than  it  does  to  preferve  the 
lives  and  health  of  their  offspring. 

44  The  recent  improvements 
which  have  been  made  in  the  art 
of  midwifery,  and  in  the  methods 
of  rnirfing  children,  are  owing  to 
the  obfervations  of  nature,  and  the 
imitation  of  its  inflindtive  propenii- 
ties. 

44  In  this  firii  difeourfe,  our  au¬ 
thor  propofes  many  improvements 
of  the  health  and  faculties  of  the 

human 
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human  race,  by  deferting  a  luxu¬ 
rious  and  artificial,  and  following 
a  natural'  courle  of  life.  In  this 
manly  way  of  thinking,  he  is  con- 
ftantly  alii  fled  by  keeping  in  view 
the  natural  hiflory  of  animals,  and 
the  manners  of  favage  nations, 
which  refemble  them,  in  following 
their  inflinitive  propenfities. 

44  In  the  fucceeding  difcourfes, 
in  which  he  treats  with  great  per- 
fpicuity,  tafte,  and  difcernment,  of 
the  fuperior  {acuities  which  diftin- 
guifh  man  from  the  reft  of  the  ani- 

<5 

mal  creation,  and  of  the  fciences 
and  arts  founded  upon  them,  he  di¬ 
verges  from  this  comparative  view, 


of  the  creation,  until  he  arrives  at 
the  following  conciufion  of  this  en¬ 
tertaining  and  ingenious  work. 
44  The  advantages  which  arife  to 
mankind  from  thofe  faculties  which 
ditfinguifh  them  from  the  reft  of 
the  animal  world,  do  not  feem  cor- 
refpondent  to  what  might  be  rea- 
fonably  expedited  from  a  proper  ex¬ 
ertion  of  thefe  faculties,  not  even 
among  the  few  who  have  the  great- 
eft  abilities,  and  the  greeted  leifure 
to  improve  them.  The  capital  er¬ 
ror  feems  to  conftft,  in  fuch  men 
confining. their  attentions  chiefly  to 
inquiries,  that  are  either  of  little 
Importance,  or  the  materials  of 
which  lie  in  their  own  minds.  The 
bulk  of  mankind  are  made  to  a  (ft, 

not  to  reafon,  for  which  thev  have 
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neither  abilities,  nor  leifure.  They 
who  poflfeis  that  deep,  clear,  and 
comprehenflve  undemanding  which 
conftitutes  a  truly  philofophical  ge¬ 
nius,  feem  born  to  an  afcendency 
and  empire  over  the  minds  and  af¬ 
fairs  of  mankind,  if  they  would  but 
allurne  it.  It  cannot  be  expedited, 
that  they  fhould  poftcfs  all  thole 
powers  and  talents  which  are  re- 
quiflte  in  the  feveral  ufeful  and 
elegant  arts  of  life  y  but  it  is  they 


alone,  who  are  fitted  to  diredt  and 
regulate  the  application. ” 

44  The  author  put  his  name  to 
the  fecond  edition  of  this  work  ; 
many  additions  are  alfo  joined  to  it ; 
and  it  is  dedicated  to  George  lord 
Lyttelton,  wrho  always  profefled  a 
high  cfteem  for  the  author  and  his 
WTitings.  This  work,  in  fine,  if 
the  author  had  left  no  other,  mull 
convince  every  one,  that,  as  a  man 
of  fcience,  he  poffefled  extenfive 
knowledge,  exquiflte  tafte  and  judg¬ 
ment,  and  great  liberality  of  mind 
and  thought ;  and  that,  as  hand- 
fomelv  faid  by  our  inftrudtive  poet, 
Mr.  Hayley,  in  quoting  this  en¬ 
gaging  little  volume,  in  his  Eflay 
on  Wr  ting  Hiftory,  64  He  united 
the  nobleft  aftedtions  of  the  heart  to 
great  elegance  of  mind  ;  and  is 
jutlly  ranked  amongft  the  molt  ami¬ 
able  of  moral  writers.” 

44  II.  Ohfervations  on  the  Du¬ 
ties  and  Offices  of  a  Phyiician,  and 
on  the  Method  of  profecuting  En¬ 
quiries  in  Philofophy. 

“  This  work  was  firft  publiflied 
in  1770,  bv  one,  wftio  heard  the 
profefiar  deliver  them  in  lectures  ; 
but  thev  were  acknowledged,  and 
republifhed  in  a  more  corredit  form, 
by  the  author,  in  1772.  In  the 
firft  lecture,  the  profelfor,  in  repre-? 
fenting  what  the  character  of  a 
phyiician  ought  to  be,  difplays  the 
molt  noble  and  generous  lentiments 
on  that  fubjekt;  and  all  that  knew 
him  allow,  that  no  one  bore  a  more 
ex  ait  relemblance  to  the  fine  pic¬ 
ture  which  he  here  draws,  than 
himfelf. 

44  The  true  dignity  of  phyfic  is 
to  be  maintained  by  the  fuperior 
learning  and  abilities  of  thofe  wrho 

o 

profefs  it,  by  the  liberal  fentiments 
of  gentlemen,  and  by  thatopennefs 
and  candour  which  difdain  all  arti¬ 
fice,  which  invite  a  free  inquiry, 
and  which,  by  this  means,  boldly 
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bid  defiance  to  all  that  illiberal  ri¬ 
dicule  and  abuie,  which  medicine 
has  been  fo  much  expofed  to. 

“  In  the  fecond  ledlure,  hefhews 
the  method  of  profecuting  inqui¬ 
ries  in  philofophy,  with  an  obvious 
direction  to  medicine,  as  one  of  its 
principal  branches. 

44  III.  The  next  work  publifhed 
by  profellbr  Gregory  is  entitled, 
Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Phylic 
fortheUfeof  Students,  1772,  re- 
publifhed  1774. 

u  The  doctor  intended  this  work 
ss  a  text  book,  to  be  illudrated  by 
his  lectures  on  the  practice  of  phy¬ 
tic  ;  but  he  died  before  he  had  fi- 
nifhed  it,  and  before  he  had  finifh- 
ed  the  fird  courfe  of  ledfures,  which 
he  gave  on  that  text.  It  is  written 
with  great  perfpicuity  and  fimpli-- 
city  :  the  author  has  intentionally 
avoided  fydematical  arrangement, 
perhaps  from  an  opinion,  that  the 
art  of  medicine  was  yet  in  too  im¬ 
peded  a  (late,  to  admit  of  any  per¬ 
k'd  fydematical  form.  However 
this  may  be,  the  work  evidently 
difplays  the  author’s  great  fitnefs  to 
teach  that  art,  A  truly  pradical 
genius  appears  confpicuoufly  in  that 
pai  t  of  the  book,  which  is  thrown 
into  interrogations.  Into  thefe,  our 
fugacious  author  has  thrown  every 
thing  which  had  importance  to  re¬ 
quire  peculiar  attention,  as  well  as 
thole  things,  which  are  dill  matters 
of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  in  the 
pradice  of  medicine. 

“  The  dodor’s  death  happened 
while  he  was  kduring  on  the  pleu- 
ril'y.  His  foil,  Dr.  James  Gregory, 
fin  Plied  that  courfe  of  ledmes,  to 
the  general  fatisfadion  of  the  uni- 
verfity  ;  and  he  therein  gave  am¬ 
ple  proof  of  his  fitnefs  for  the  da¬ 
tum  of  profedorof  medicine,  which 
he  now  fills  with  great  honour  to 
himlelf,  and  to  the  univerfity — 
Non  deficit  alter  aureus . 


44  This  gentleman  publifhed  in 
1774,  a  fmall  trad  of  his  father’s, 
entitled  44  A  Father’s  Legacy  to  his 
Daughters  which  was  written 
folely  for  their  ufe  (about  eight 
years  before  the  author  died)  with 
the  tendered  affection,  and  deeped 
concern  for  their  happinefs.  This 
work  is  a  mod  amiable  difpiay  of  the 
piety  and  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  and 
his  confummate  knowledge  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  of  the  world.  It 
manifeds  Inch  foiicitude  for  their 
welfare,  as  drongly  recommends  the 
advice  which  he  gives.  Fie  lpeaks 
of  the  female  fex  in  the  mod  ho¬ 
nourable  terms,  and  labours  to  in- 
creafe  itsedimation,  whild  he  plain¬ 
ly,  yet  genteely  and  tenderly,  points 
out  the  errors  into  which  young  la¬ 
dies  are  prone  to  fall.  It  is  parti¬ 
cularly  obfervable,  in  what  high 
and  honourable  terms  he  fpeaks  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  of  Chridian 
worfhip,  and  faithful  miniders  ; 
how  warmly  he  recommends  to  his 
daughters  the  ferious  and  devout 
worfliip  of  God,  in  public  and  pri¬ 
vate,  He  dwells  largely  on  that 
temper  and  behaviour,  which  were 
particularly  fiiited  to  their  educa¬ 
tion,  rank,  and  circumdances ;  and 
recommends  that  gentlenefs,  bene- 
volence,  and  model] y,  which  adorn 
the  character  of  the  ladies,  and  do 
particular  honour  to  their  fex.  His 
advices,  with  regard  to  love,  court- 
fliip,  and  marriage,  are  pecul  ariy 
wife,  and  interefiing  to  them.  They 
drew  what  careful  obfervation  he 
had  made  on  female  domedic  con- 
dudt,  and  on  the  different  effedts  of 
poffeifing  or  wanting  the  virtues  and 
qualities  which  he  recommends. 
There  is  fomething  peculiarly  cu¬ 
rious,  animated,  and  ufeful,  in  his 
diredtions  to  them,  how  tg  judge  of, 
and  manifed  an  honourable  palfion 
in,  and  towards  the  other  fex,  and 
in  the  very  accurate  and  ufeful  di« 
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fiindfion  which  he  makes  between, 
true  and  falfe  delicacy.  Nothing 
can  be  more  linking  and  affedting, 
nothing  more  likely  to  give  his  pa¬ 
ternal  advices  their  delired  effect, 
than  the  refpediful  and  affectionate 
manner  in  which  he  mentions  his 
lady  their  mother,  and  the  irrepar¬ 
able  lofs  which  he  and  they  fuftai li¬ 
ed  by  her  early  death.  In  fliort, 
in  this  tradt,  the  profefTor  fliines 
with  peculiar  luftre,  as  a  hulband 
and  father,  and  it  is  admirably  a- 
dapted  to  promote  dome  flic  happi- 
nefs.  It  is  much  tobewiflied,  that 
this  trad!  was  reprinted  in  a  cheaper 
form,  that  it  might  be  more  gene¬ 
rally  read  and  regarded.  And  alfo, 
that  the  dodtor’s  works  were  re¬ 
printed  together. 

“  Adieu,  ye  lays,  that  fancy’s  flowers 
adorn/ 

The  foft  amufement  of  the  vacant  mind  ! 


He  fleeps  in  duff,  and  all  the  Mules  mourn ; 

He,  whom  each  virtue  fired,  each  grace 
refined, 

Friend  !  teacher!  pattern  !  darling  of  man¬ 
kind  ! 

He  ffeeps  in  duff  !— Ah  !  how  fhould  I  pur- 
fue 

My  theme  ! — To  heart-confuming  grief 
refigned, 

Here  on  his  recent  grave  !  fix  my  view  ; 

And  pour  my  bitter  tears — Ye  flowery 
lays  adieu  ! 

Art  thou,  my  Gregory,  forever  fled! 

And  am  I  left  to  unavailing  woe  ! 

"When  fortune’s  florins  afla.il /this  weary 
head, 

Where  cares  long  fmee  have  fired  untime¬ 
ly  fnow, 

Ah  !  now  for  comfort  whither  iliall  I  go  ! 

No  more  thy  foothing  voice  my  anguifh. 
chears  : 

Thy  placid  eyes  with  fmiles  no  longer 
glove, 

My  hopes  to  cherifh,  and  allay  my  fears.—, 
i  is  meet  tnat  I  fhould  morn — Flow  forth 
afrefh  my  tears  !” 

Beattie’s  Minflrel. 


MEMOIRS  of  the  late  Dr.  BELL,  M.  D.  addreffed  to  the  Prefidents 
and  Members  of  the  Literary  and  Philoiophieai  Society  of  Man¬ 
chester.  By  Dr,  Currie,  of  Liverpool. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


“  Gentlemen, 

HE  refpedt  which  you  have 
expreffed  for  our  late  mem¬ 
ber,  Dr.  George  Bell,  by  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  Society,  which  occa- 
fion  this  addrefs,  cannot  fail  to  be 
highly  pleafing  to  all  thofe  who  ho¬ 
nour  his  memory.  To  me  this  at¬ 
tention  is  particularly  grateful ; 
and  I  fhould  not  have  been  fo  flow 
in  executing  the  talk  which  you  af- 
iigned  me,  had  not  long  continued 
ficknefs  deprived  me  of  the  power. 
Now  that  my  ffrength  is  in  fome 
meafure  reffored,  I  embrace  the 
earlieft  opportunity  of  prefenting 
the  tranflation  which  you  have  re¬ 


quelled  ;  and  more  fully  to  comply 
with  your  willies,  I  fliall  prefix  a 
fliort  hillory  of  the  life  of  my  much 
lamented  friend. 

“  Dr.  Bell  was  born  at  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  eftate,  in  the  county  of  Dum¬ 
fries,  in  the  autumn  of  the  year 
1755.  was  the  younger  fen  of 
Richard  Bell  of  Greenhiil,  by  mil's 
Carruthers  of  Dormont ;  and,  by 
both  fides  of  the  houfe,  was  de- 
Icended  of  families  which  claim 
high  antiquity  in  that  country, 
though  little  known  to  fame.  The 
rudiments  of  his  education  he  re¬ 
ceived  at  home,  and  he  was  very 
early  diffinguiflied  by  the  quieknefs 

of 
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of' his  apprehenlion,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  brilliancy  of  his  parts.  While 
he  was  yet  very  young,  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  his  father,  who 
died  at  Bath  in  the  year  1 766. 
This  lofs  was,  however,  in  a  great 
meafure  fupplied  by  the  care  of  his 
mother,  who  yet  furvivcs  to  be  a 
bleffing  to  her  friends  ;  and  by  the 
coitnfel  and  example  of  his  brother, 
who,  though  very  young,  already 
difplayed  an  uncommon  degree  of 
prudence  and  virtue.  By  them, 
Dr.  Bell  was  placed  at  the  public 
fchool  of  Annan,  then  conducted 
by  the  rev.  Mr.  Wright,  in  whofe 
houfe  he  redded.  Here  he  conti¬ 
nued  feveral  years,  and  made  a  ra¬ 
pid  progrefs  in  clailical  literature. 
In  the  year  1769,  Mr.  Wright  be- 
ing  appointed  minifler  of  the  parifh 
of  New- Abbey,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Dumfries,  gave  up  public 
teaching ;  but  Dr.  Bell  was  conti¬ 
nued  fome  time  longer  in  his  fa¬ 
mily,  as  a  private  pupil.  Under 
the  care  of  this  excellent  fcholar, 
he  had  great  advantages.  At  the 
time  he  left  him,  which  was  before 
the  completion  of  his  fifteenth  year, 
he  had  obtained  a  perfect  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  Roman  daffies,  a 
competent  knowledge  of  Greek,  he 
was  initiated  in  the  French  lan¬ 
guage,  was  well  fkilled  in  geogra¬ 
phy,  hiltory,  and  the  elements  of 
mathematics,  and  had  commenced 
a  critic  in  the  Englifh  belles  iet- 
tres. 

u  In  the  autumn  of  the  year 
1770,  he  was  lent  to  the  univerfity 
of  Glafgow,  where  he  continued 
for  one  feffion,  in  the  purfuits  of 
general  jftudy.  In  the  latter  end 
of  1771,  he  was  removed  to  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  began  his  profeffional 
ftudies  under  the  care  and  direction 
of  his  friend  and  relation  Mr.  Ben¬ 
iamin  Bell,  whofe  name  is  now  well 
known  in  the  medical  world.  At 


this  univerfity  he  continued  till  the 
fummer  of  the  year  1777,  when  ho 
obtained  the  degree  of  dodfor  of 
medicine,  and  publifhed  the  Inau¬ 
gural  Differtation,  to  which  you  are 
about  to  give  a  place  in  your  re¬ 
cords.  During  this  long  period. 
Dr.  Bell  had  time  to  apply  himfelf, 
not  only  to  the  various  branches  of 
medicine,  but  to  the  different  de¬ 
partments  of  philo fophy  and  polite 
literature,  neceffary  to  a  plan  of 
liberal  and  general  education.  As 
his  application  was  great,  his  ac¬ 
quirements  were  very  coniiderable ; 
and  he  was  fo  happy  as  to  attract 
the  notice  of  feveral  perfons  emi¬ 
nent  for  fcience  and  learning.  Of 
this  number,  was  the  prefent  learn¬ 
ed  profeflor  of  botany  in  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  Hope,  whp  early  difcovered  his 
acute  and  enterprizing  genius,  and 
diflinguifhed  him  by  his  patronage 
and  counfel.  Of  this  number  like- 
wife  was  the  celebrated  Dr.  Cullen, 
who  honoured  him  with  his  parti¬ 
cular  friendfhip,  and  introduced  him 
to  the  late  lord  Rames,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  was  extremely  flattering. 
His  iordfhip,  when  engaged  in  the 
composition  of  the  work,  which  he 
afterwards  publifhed  under  the  title 
of.  The  Gentleman  Farmer  ;  ap¬ 
plied  to  Dr.  Cullen  for  information 
on  fome  fubjeds  connected  with  the 
philofophy  of  vegetation.  The 
learned  profeflbr,  being  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  with  other  fubjedls,  referred 
him  to  Dr.  Bell,  then  in  his  twen¬ 
tieth  year,  whom,  on  that  occalion, 
he  introduced  to  his  Iordfhip.  An 
acquaintance,  thus  begun,  was  ma¬ 
tured  into  intimacy,  and  Dr.  Bell 
fpent  a  coniiderable  part  of  one  or 
two  autumn  vacations  at  the  coun¬ 
try  feat  of  this  venerable  old  man, 
in  the  fouth  of  Scotland.  Lord 
Raines  mentioned  him  with  honour, 
in  the  work  to  which  I  have  al¬ 
luded,  and  entertained  a  particular 

regard 
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regard  for  him  to  the  end  of  his  life„ 
When  he  made  the  tour  of  France, 
the  letters  of  introduction,  which 
he  procured  from  this  illuftrious 
philofopher,  were  of  the  greatefl 
iervice  ;  and  he  was  likewife  much 
indebted  to  his  friendfhip,  when  he 
afterwards  fettled  as  a  phyfician  at 
Berwick  on  Tweed. 

“  While  Dr.  Bell  was  purfuing 
his  lludies  at  Edinburgh,  his  elder 
brother,  to  whofe  moll  affectionate 
care  he  was  highly  indebted,  met 
an  untimely  and  unexpected  fate. 
In  the  autumn  of*  the  year  1776, 
he  perilhed  in  bathing  in  the  river 
Kirtle,  near  the  bottom  of  his  own 
garden.  This  admirable  young  man 
was  bred  to  the  Scotch  law.  Elis  ta¬ 
lents  and  his  virtues  made  his  life 
moil  honourable,  and  his  early  death 
moil  deeply  lamented. 

44  Soon  after  his  graduation,  Dr. 
Bell  removed  from  Edinburgh  to 
London,  with  the  view  of  complet¬ 
ing-  his  education,  and  after  a  win¬ 
ter’s  relidence  there,  he  palled  over 
into  France.  At  this  time,  he  re¬ 
laxed  from  the  feverity  of  his  flu- 
dies,  and  mingled  more  than  might, 
from  his  former  habits,  have  been 
expeCled,  in  the  fcenes  of  gaiety 
and  plea  Cure  with  which  Paris  a- 
bounds. 

44  In  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1778,  he  returned  to  Scotland. 
Some  part  of  that,  and  the  fucceed- 
ing  winter,  he  {pent  in  Edinburgh, 
and,  during  the  reft  of  his  time,  he 
in  general  lived  with  his  mother  and 
fillers  at  his  paternal  ellate.  While 
there,  befides  the  gratis  exercife  of 
his  profeffion  among  his  friends  and 
neighbours,  he  was  much  engaged 
in  the  fludy  of  the  French  and  Ro¬ 
man  dailies,  and,  particularly,  of 
the  works  of  Virgil,  of  whom  he 
was  an  enthuliaftic  admirer.  In 
this  interval,  hecompofedtwo  MSS. 
volumes  of  criucifm  on  the  fEnqid. 


44  In  the  fpringof  the  year  1780, 
he  fettled,  as  a  phyfician,  at  Ber¬ 
wick  on  Tweed,  with  very  general 
and  powerful  recommendations  ; 
and,  in  lefs  than  a  year,  he  fell  into 
the  firll  practice  in  that  quarter. 
But,  it  having  been  reprefented  to 
him,  that  he  might  have  a  larges 
field  for  the  exercife  of  his  profef- 
fional  talents  at  Mancheller,  he  re¬ 
moved  thither  in  the  month  of 
March,  1781. 

44  It  is  not  necelfary  to  detail  the 
incidents  of  the  remaining  part  of 
his  life.  On  this  lubjeC't  you  can¬ 
not  want  information.  Fie  was  ad¬ 
mitted  as  a  member  into  yoftr  So¬ 
ciety,  foon  after  his  arrival  in  Man- 
cheiler,  and  he  continued  fuch  till 
his  death.  During  this  period,  you 
all,  probably,  knew  him,  and  it  be¬ 
comes  you,  better  than  me,  toefti- 
mate  the  degree  of  regard  and  e- 
fleem,  with  which  he  was  honour¬ 
ed.  It  only  remains,  that  I  give  a 
fhort  account  of  the  concluding 
feene,  to  which,  by  the  privilege  of 
friendfhip,  I  was  a  mournful  wit- 
nefs,  and  on  which  I  refleCt,  with 
mingled  fenfations  of  pain  and  plea- 
fure,  which  I  foibear  to  deferibe- 

44  On  the  20th  of  la  ft  January, 
he  was  feized  with  the  lymptoms  of 
a  fever,  which,  from  the  firft,  ho 
apprehended  would  prove  fatal.  He 
requefted  the  advice  of  his  friends 
Dr.  Manwaring  and  Dr.  Percival, 
and  they  attended  him,  through  the 
whole  illnefs,  with  the  utmoft  kind- 
nefs  and  affiduity.  But,  notwiths¬ 
tanding  every  alfiftance  which  me¬ 
dicine  could  bring,  the  difeafe  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  moft  unfavourable  o- 
mens.  He  clearly  forefaw  his  ap¬ 
proaching  fate,  awd,  prepared  for 
the  moment  of  difibltition  with  un- 
fhaken  fortitude.  On.  the  eighth 
day  he  became  delirious ;  and  from 
this  time  forward  he  poffefled  his 
reafon,  by  intervals  only.  A  vigo¬ 
rous 
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rous  con lli ration  fupported  him, 
under  a  violent  difeafe,  till  the  e- 
vening  of  the  fourteenth  day,  when, 
after  having  fuftained  many  fevere 
conflffts,  his  flrength  became  ut¬ 
terly  exhaufled,  and  he  expired 
without  a  llruggle.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  was  terminated  the  life  of  a 
man,  who  had  virtues  to  procure 
the  love,  and  talents  to  command 
the  relfpedf,  of  his  fellow-creatures  ; 
and  who,  by  an  aftedting,  though 
not  uncommon,  difpenfation  of 
Providence,  was  cut  oft'  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  career. 

“  Dr.  Bell  was  endued  by  nature 
with  a  firm  undaunted  mind,  a  vi¬ 
gorous  underftanding,  and  a  feel¬ 
ing  heart.  All  his  impreffions  were 
ilrong,  and  his  convictions  deeply 
rooted.  From  thefe,  and  from  thefe 
only,  he  fpoke  and  a£ted.  He  was 
utterly  free  from  every  fpecies  of 
diflimulation  or  deceit.  His  con- 
dud  was  always  diredt,  and  his  pur- 
pofe  evident.  His  deliberations 
were  more  fvVayed  by  what  he  him- 
f elf  thought  right,  than  by  what 
was  likely  to  be  thought  right  by 
others  ;  and  when  his  determina¬ 
tion  was  once  made,  he  was  not  ea- 
iily  diverted  from  it,  either  by  fear 
or  favour.  His  adherence  to  truth 
was  ftriCt  and  uniform,  even  from 
bis  early  youth.  His  fpirit  was  too 
elevated  to  fubmit  to  falfehood, 
from  whatever  fource  it  might  be 
fuppofed  to  arife,  whether  from  the 
fuggeftions  of  vanity,  the  impref¬ 
fions  of  fear,  or  the  didates  of  ma¬ 
lice.  His  humanity  was  pure  and 
unaffected.  No  man  did  a  kind  ac¬ 
tion  with  lefs  confcioufnefs  of  me¬ 
rit,  or  lefs  purpofe  of  gaining  ap- 
plaufe.  His  paffions  were  warm, 
his  affedions  ftrong,  his  fenfe  of 
honour  nice,  his  fpirit,  when  pro¬ 
voked,  high  and  indignant.  In  the 
more  intimate  relations  of  life,  he 
was  greatly  beloved ;  in  many  of 


the  qualities  neceftary  for  friend- 
Blip,  he  has  feldom  been  equalled. 
Through  the  whole  of  his  condud 
there  appeared  a  ffrain  of  manly 
fincerity.  From  his  cradle  to  his 
grave,  he,  perhaps,  never,  on  any 
one  occaiion,  facriftced  reality  to 
appearances,  or  courted  applaufe 
from  others,  which  was  not  jufti- 
fied  by  the  approbation  of  his  own 
heart. 

u  Thefe  high  endowments  do  not 
often  appear  without  their  kindred 
defeds.  A  fearlefs  temper,  and  an 
open  heart,  are  feldom  ftridly  al¬ 
lied  to  prudence,  and  are  apt  to  in- 
fpire  a  contempt  of  appearances, 
which  may  have  ferious  confe- 
quences  in  the  bufinefs  of  life. 
That  this  was  inftanced  in  Dr.  Bell, 
thofe  who  loved  him  beft  are  forced 
to  allow.  He  was  not  always  fuf- 
ficiently  attentive  to  the  decorum  of 
manners  :  he  was  too  much  difpofed 
to  break  through  thofe  reftraints, 
which  a  neceftary  ceremony  has  im- 
pofed  on  the  intercourfe  of  fociety. 
Free  from  aftedation  himfelf,  he 
was  q  nick  in  difeerning  it  in  others ; 
and  he  feldom  allowed  any  thing 
which  bore  its  refemblance,  to  pafs 
unnoticed,  even  in  thofe  for  whom 
he  entertained  the  higheil  efteem. 
The  coniequence  which  vanity  of¬ 
ten  aftumes,  and  which  benevolence 
fees  and  admits,  he  was  too  much 
inclined  to  expofe.  This  bias  of 
mind  appeared  before  he  was  eight 
years  of  age.  At  that  time,  the 
uncommon  livelinefs  of  his  temper, 
and  quicknefs  of  his  appreheniion, 
made  him  univerfally  admired,  as 
a  child  of  extraordinary  talents. 
Every  fally  of  his  imagination  was 
encouraged,  and  the  difpofition  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  grew  up  in¬ 
to  a  habit,  which  great  tendernefs 
of  heart  and  flrength  of  judgment 
eould  never  cftedually  overcome. 
The  features  cf  his  character  were 

indeed 
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^adeed  ftrongly  marked  throughout, 
from  his  eaily  youth.  When  yet 
a  boy,  hr  had  the  lame  independ¬ 
ence  of  fpirit  and  originality  of 
mind,  which  marked  his  riper  years, 

44  Failings,  Inch  as  his,  have  their 
moil  unfavourable  effects  in  general 
intercourfe.  In  the  eye  of  friend - 
fhip  they  appear  of  little  account, 
when  weighed  again!!  a  liberal,  cul- 
tivated,  and  vigorous  mind,  and  a 
temper  brave,  generous,  and  lin- 
cere. 

44  Dr,  Bell  acquired  knowledge 
with  remarkable  facility ;  but  he 
did  not  communicate  it  with  equal 
cafe.  This  was  chiefly  owing  to 
early  habits  of  verbal  and  gramma¬ 
tical  criticifm,  in  which  he  had 
greatly  indulged.  He  was  extreme¬ 
ly  nice  in  his  choice  of  words  ;  he 
would  ufe  no  expreftions  that  were 
not  exactly  fitted  to  his  ideas,  and, 
in  his  dillike  of  every  thing  drain¬ 
ed  or  affected,  he  had  declared  war 
again!!  lbme  of  the  natural  orna- 
ments  of  fpeech.  His  reading  was 
extenftve,  and  his  learning  various. 
In  every  thing  which  related  to  his 
profeilion,  he  was  minutely  inform¬ 
ed.  His  education  had  afforded  him 
every  opportunity  of  improvement ; 
his  application  was  great,  and  his 
acquirements  were  proportionally 
valuable.  In  clallical  literature  he 
had  few  equals  ;  and,  in  hiilorical 
and  philolophical  knowledge,  he 
had  not  many  fuperiors. 

44  Th^  qualities  of  Dr,  Bell’s 
mind  required  a  ftate  of  action.  He 
was  .  eminently  fitted  for  fituations 
©f  difficulty  or  danger  ;  and  had  his 
lot  been  caff  differently,  the  enthu- 
fiafrn  of  his  fpirit,  and  the  ffrength 
of  his  faculties,  might  have  enrolled 
his  name  in  the  lii!  of  thole  which 
go  down,  to  fur'll  re  ages,  with  ho¬ 
mo  ur  and  applaule.  It  was  his  mis- 
fostune,  that  his  fituatiou  did  not 
always  prefent  objects  of  iff  flic  lent 


importance  to  excite  his  attention, 
and  call  forth  his  faculties ;  and 
that,  like  many  other  men  of  ge* 
nius,  he  was  often  unable  to  origin 
nate  thole  literary  exertions,  which 
fometimes  bring  fame,  and  which 
generally  bring  happinefs.  His  lpi- 
rits  indeed  were  not  equal.  He 
was  often  lively,  chearful,  and  fa-, 
miliar,  and  fometimes  grave,  inat¬ 
tentive,  and  referved,  Circum- 
fiances,  which  it  would  be  painful 
and  improper  to  relate,  contributed 
to  throw  lbme  degree  of  gloom 
over  his  latter  days.  But  he  was 
naturally  fubjeCl,  at  times,  to  thole 
ebbing?  of  the  mind,  as  an  admired 
writer  expreffes  himfelf,  which  ge¬ 
nerally  accompany  great  fenfibjlity  ; 
a  ffate,  from  which  the  tranlition  is 
fometimes  more  eafy  to  levity  and 
mirth,  than  to  the  l'ober  exercifes 
of  reafon, 

44  It  is  common  to  exped,  even 
in  the  more  minute  parts  of  the 
conduct  of  men  of  allowed  fupe- 
riority  of  talents,  fopie  marks  of  in¬ 
tention.  and  defign,  by  which  fuch 
fuperiority  might  be  indicated.  But 
this  is,  I  think,  an  error.  The 
charaderiftic  of  genius  isffimplicity. 
A  lofty  fpirit  fubmits,  with  difficul¬ 
ty,  to  retfraint  or  difguife  •  and  the 
higher  emotions  of  the  mind  are 
leldom  compatible  with  a  nice  at¬ 
tention  to  little  things.  .  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  lament  .  ,  that  men  of 
great  endowments  are  often  d'efn  L- 
ent  in  that  felLcommand,  which 
fhould  give  regularity  to  condud, 
and  ffeadinefs  to  exertion.  But  let 
us  not  too  haffily  condemn  them* 
The  powers,  of  genius  impoi'e  the 
fever  eft  talk  on  the  judgment.  The 
imagination,  in  which  they  reft.de, 
mull  always  be  ftrongq  the  fenfibl- 
lity  by  which  they  are  attended, 
mult  often  be  wayward.  To  re- 
ffrain,  to  excite,  and  to  dired,  the 
exertions  of  a  mind  fo  comiituted, 

•  Q  aecoyd.r 
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according  to  the  dictates  of  reafon, 
mufl  frequently  produce  a  moil 
painful  warfare  :  and,  if  to  fu  ceded 
in  fuch  Cornells  be  not  always  given 
to  the  flrong,  let  the  weak  rejoice, 
that  they  are  feldorti  called  to  the 
encounter. 

<c  Years  and  experience  would, 
mod  probably,  have  remedied,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  defeCts  in  Dr* 
Bell’s  char  abler  ;  and,  as  he  bej 
came  more  fully  known,  it  may  be 
prefumed,  that  he  would  have  ac¬ 
quired  a  degree  of  reputation  fuited 
to  his  great  integrity  and  abilities. 
Yrct  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  a 
temper  fo  open,  and  a  conduct  fo 
little  affeCkd  by  the  opinions  or 
prejudices  of  others,  were  not  per- 
ieCfly  calculated  for  fuceefs  in  a 
world,  in  which  the  mod  how  d 
heart  mud  often  be  veiled,  and  the 
loftied  fpirit  mud  fometimes  bend. 

“  Such,  gentlemen,  was  the 


man,  whofe  memory  you  wifh  to 
preferve  in  the  records  of  your  fo- 
cietv.  1  knew  him  better  than  any. 
perfon  living,  and  I  loved  hint 
more  than  I  fhall  attempt  to  ex- 
prefs.  I  have  not,  however,  dealt 
in  unmixed  eulogy,  which  fome- 
times  may  amufe  the  living,  but 
which  can  never  charaCterife  the 
dead.  It  belonged  to  him  I  have 
attempted  to  commemorate,  to  be 
as  jealous  of  undeferved  praife,  as 
of  undelerved  cenfure  ;  and  I  have 
endeavoured  to  delineate  his  cha¬ 
racter,  in  fuch  a  maimer,  as  his 
magnanimous  fpirit  would  have  ap¬ 
proved.  I  have  not,  knowingly, 
extenuated  his  faults  ;  and  you  will 
not  believe,  I  have  let  down  ought 
ill  malice.  What  would  it  avail 
me  to  deviate  from  the  truth  ?  The 
voice  of  cenfure  cannot  pierce  the. 
grave,  llor  flattery  footh  the  ear  of 
death.” 
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[Froin  the  Preface  to  his  View  of  our  blefled  Saviour^s  Miniflry.] 


“  'pvR.  Thomas  Randolph,  late 
1  J  archdeacon  of  Oxford,  &c. 
Was  fori  of  Herbert  Randolph,  efq. 
recorder  of  the  city  of  C anterbu'ry  ; 
the  eldefl  by  his  fecond  marriage. 
He  was  born  Auguft  30,  1701. 
He  received  his  lchool  education  at 
the  king’s  fchool  in  Canterbury, 
then  in  great  repute,  under  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jones.  At  the  early  age 
of  fourteen,  being  then  a  good 
proficient  in  claflical  learning,  he 
was  eleCled  into  a  county  lcholaC- 
fhip  in  Corpus  Chr'ifli  college,  Ox¬ 
ford.  Thus  he  entered  upon  a 
coltrfe  of  academical  Rudies  under 
the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith, 
in  which,  as  wrlj  in  his  whole 
conduct,  be  acquitted  himfelf  to 


his  own  credit,  and  to  the  fatis- 
faCtion  of  thofe  who  were  fet  over 
him  ;  having  in  view  throughout 
the  facred  profeflion,  to  which  he 
had  been  deilined  from  his  early 
youth.  He  proceeded  regularly 
through  the  degree  of  B.  A.  to 
that  of  M.  A.  In  the  year  17 24 
he  was  ordained  deacon,  and  in  the 
following  year  pried.  At  the  fame 
time  he  entered  upon  the  duty  of 
his  profeflion  and  undertook  a  cure 
at  fuch  a  moderate  di (lance  from 
the  univerhty,  as  that  he  might  tlii- 
charge  the  duties  of  it,  and  not  be 
obliged  to  give  up  his  refidence, 
and  the  farther  profecution  of  his 
Rudies  there.  This  cowrie  of  life 
he  continued  for  a  few  years,  and 
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tkeu  returned  to  a  more  ftri£t  rcfi- 
dence  at  the  univeriity  ;  nor  was  he 
intent  on  his  own  improvement 
only,  but  occafionally  took  part  in 
the  education  of  others,  and  in  the 
government  of  his  college,  in  which 
he  fucceeded  to  a  fellowfhip  in  the 
year  1723.  He  took  the  degree  of 
B.  D.  in  the  year  1730,  and  that 
of  D.  D.  in  1735.  In  the  mean 
time  he  began  to  be  dii’linguilhed  in 
the  univeriity  as  an  able  divine. 
His  character  in  this  reipeft  intro¬ 
duced  him  to  the  notice  of  archbi- 
Ihip  Potter,  then  biiliop  of  Oxford, 
and  regius  profeffor  of  divinity  : 
who  foon  after  his  own  tranflation 
to  Canterbury,  collated  him  to  the 
united  vicarages  of  Petham  and 
Waltham  in  Kent.  The  archbifhop 
fhortly  after  recommended  him  to 
Dr.  Rye,  regius  profeffor  of  divi¬ 
nity,  as  a  fit  perfon  to  aft  as  his 
deputy  ;  who  appointed  him  ac¬ 
cordingly.  This  appointment  will 
appear  the  more  honourable,  if  we 
remind  the  reader,  that  the  divinity 
deputations  were  at  that  time  in 
great  repute,  and  were  efieemed  a 
trial  of  the  (kill  and  learning'  of  the 
fenior  part  of  the  univeriity.  It 
was  a!  fo  hoped,  that  by  means  of  a 
reputation  acquired  in  the  divinity 
chair,  whi if!  acting  as  deputy,  his 
friends  might  be  enabled  to  hold 
him  forth  to  the  world,  as  a  proper 
candidate  for  the  profefforfhip  itielf 
when  it  lliould  become  vacant  :  nor 
when  that  occalion  happened  did 
they  fail  to  urge  his  pretentions  ; 
but  in  this  infiancec  a  more  power¬ 
ful  competitor  prevailed.  He  retir¬ 
ed  therefore  to  his  living  of  Pet- 
ham  in  Kent. 

This  period  was  remarkable 
for  feveral  very  bold  and  artful  at¬ 
tacks  upon  the  Chriftian  religion, 
which  drew  forth  many  able  an¬ 
swers  from  the  divines  of  the  church 
of  England.  Amonell  other  books 
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publilhed  in  favour  of  Deifm  and  In¬ 
fidelity  was  a  work  entitled  Chrif- 
tianirv  not  founded  on  Argument, 
which  from  the  Angularity  of  itk 
pofitions  attracted  much  notice. 
Dr.  Randolph  was  encouraged  by 
his  patron  archbiffiop  Potter  to  try 
his  ilrength  in  eontroverfy  in  an- 
fwer  to  this  lingular  and  plaufible 
writer.  The  arch  biiliop  was  con¬ 
vinced  from  his  knowledge  of  him 
at  the  univeriity,  and  the  abilities 
which  he  had  fince  difplayed  there 
in  the  divinity  chair,  that  he  had, 
talents  which  thus  employed  might 
become  fervicpable  to  the  caufe  of 
religion.  Nor  was  he  difappoint- 
ed.  Dr*  Randolph’s  anfvver,  enti¬ 
tled  the  Chififtian’s  Faith  a  rational 
Affent,  met  with  the  reception  which 
he  expedled.  The  archbifhop  fill 
continued  his  patronage  to  him, 
and  in.  the  year  1 746  collated  him 
to  the  rectory  of  Saltwood,  with 
the  chapel  of  Hythe  annexed.  The 
place  of  his  reiidence  was  full  the 
fame:  he  continued  at  Petham  in 
the  faithful  difeharge  of  His  duty 
to  his  parifh  till  he  was  fuddenly 
called  forth  in  the  year  1748,  on 
the  death  of  Dr.  Mather,  prefident 
of  C.  C.  C.  to  a  more  honourable 
and  confpicuous  ffation,  having 
been  unanimouily  elected  in  his  ab- 
fence,  and  without  any  previous 
communication  with  the  electors,  to 
the  government  of  his  old  college. 
This  circumtlancc  enabled  him  to 
devote  the  remainder  of  his  life  to 
the  place  of  his  education,  and  the 
feene  of  his  growing  reputation. 
Oxford  became  from  hence  the 
principal  place  of  his  reiidence  ; 
and  the  government  of  his  college, 
and  a  fhare  in  that  of  the  univer- 
fity,  his  chief  employment  andcon- 
cern.  Yet  having  naturally  an  ac¬ 
tive  mind,  and  being  ever  vigilant 
and  attentive  to  all  the  duties  of  his 
fiation,  much  of  his  time  was  fill 
C  z  devoted 
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devoted  to  religious  Rudies,  which 
'he  coniidered  as  included  in  the 
proper  duties  of  his  Ration,  and  as 
their  higheR  aim.  ‘  Many  of  his 
fermons  preached  before  the  uni- 
vsrfity  were  printed  by  requeR.  and 
his  larger  work  upon  46  the  Doc 
trine  of  the  Trinity,”  in  anlwer  to 
the  Effay  on  Spirit,”  was  pub- 
liffied  in  the  years  1753,  1754. 
From  the  year  1736  to  1759  he 
held  the  office  of  vice-chancellor, 
in  which  he  was  allowed  on  all 
hancls  to  have  conducted  himfelf 
with  temper  and  ability,  at  a  time 
when  difput.es  ran  high,  and  the 
bufinefs  of  the  univerhtv  was  more 
than  common  5  the  Vinerian  Ra- 
tutes  having  been  fettled,  and  the 
delegacy  of  tire  ptefs  reformed  dur¬ 
ing  that  period.  Thele  feveral  la¬ 
bours  were  fo  well  received  by  the 
umverfity,  that  in  the  year  1768 
he  was  imanimoufly  defied  to  the 
Margaret  profeffbdhip  of  divinity 
on  the  death  of  Dr.  Jenner.  In 
the  preceding  year  he  had  been 
promoted  to  the  archdeaconry  of 
Oxford  on  the  reiignation  of  Dr. 
Potter:  which  promotion  took  place 
by  the  recommendation  of  archbi- 
fliop  Seeker,  accepted  and  confirm¬ 
ed  by  biRiop  Lowth,  then  biffiop 
of  Oxford  ;  and  may  be  confidered 
as  a  teRimonv  borne  by  thole  re- 
fpeftable  prelates  to  his  merit  and 
charaffer.  From  this  time  to  that 
of  his  death  he  was  again  frequent¬ 
ly  engaged  in  controverfy.  The 

/oO  t  *  m 

queftions  now  agitated  were  chiefly, 
that  of  Subfcription  to  Articles  of 
Faith,  and  that  of  the  Doftrine  of 
the  Trinity  revived  by  Mr.  Lind- 
fey,  and  his  followers.  On  thele 
he  publifhed  feveral  tracts,  and  alfo 
occasionally  gave  his  affi  Ranee  to 
others  engaged  in  the  fame  caui'e. 
Bodily  infirmities  he  was  fubjeft  to 
for  many  years  before  his  death  ; 
the  faculties  of'  his-  m ;nd  were 


found  and  unimpaired  to  the  very 
lair.  Within, the  laR  year  of  his 
life  he  ffniflied  and  publiRied  a 
work,  which  he  had  prepared  fome 
time  before,  on  the  Citations  from 
the  Old  TeRament  in  the  New. 
Repeated  attacks  at  length  brought 
him  to  a  Rate  of  weakness  that  was 
quite  defperate,  under  which  he  la¬ 
boured  for  three  months,  and  died 
March  24,  [783. 

4 4  The  reader  will  perceive  from 
the  above  account,  that  his  whol® 
attention  was  confined  to  his  pro- 
fellion,  and  his  Ration  in  the  uni¬ 
verfity.  Being  convinced  that  th® 
province  allotted  to  him,  if  its  du¬ 
ties  were  faithfully  difeharged,.  was 
lufficient  for  his  own  employment, 
and  for  the  rendering  him  an  ufe- 
ful  member  of  fociety,  he  was  not 
difpofed  to  wander  beyond  it.  He 
was  a  zealous  iupporter  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  church  of  England, 
from  a  conviction  that  they  were 
thofe  of  the  true  religion  of  ChriR. 
It  has  fometimes  been  invidioullv 
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urged  by  the  enemies  of  our  reli¬ 
gious  eRablifhment,  who  with  great 
profeilions  of  1  berality  are  by  no 
means  fcrupulous  of  the  terms  in. 
which  they  fpeak  of  the  doctrines, 
dilcipline,  or  members  of  our 
church,  that  its  fupporters  aft  from 
intereRed  views.  Inanfwer  to  this 
charge  thrown  out  againR  himfelf 
in  common  with  others,  Dr.  Ran¬ 
dolph  fays,  in  a  preface  to  an  in¬ 
tended  work,  “  One  of  thele  wri¬ 
ters  is  now  near  fourfeore  years  of 
age,  who  neither  hopes  for,  nor 
will  folicit  for  any  thing  farther  in 
this  world  :  he  fights  under  no  ban- 
Bcr,  but  that  of  his  Lord  and  Sa¬ 
viour,  from  whom  alone  he  expects 
his  reward.”  Confcious  of  having1 
afted  thus  from  afenleof  duty,  he 
bore  his  long  illnefs  with  patience, 
and  met  the  near  approach  of  death 
with  calmnefs  and  fortitude ;  as  tru  ft- 
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irig  that  he  had  fulfilled  the  part  of  a  folemn  account  of  his  miuiftry,  be- 
faithful  mini  tier  of  Ch  rift’s  gofpe],  fore  that  Almighty  Judge  who  feeth 
and  prepared  to  give  the  laft  and  the  very  hearts  of  men.” 


ANECDOTES  of  HANDEL. 

[From  the  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  this  great  Mufician,  prefixed  to  Dr. 

■  Burney’s  Account  of  the  Muficul  Performances  in  Weftminfter- 
Abbey.] 


aI  TTANDEL,  late  in  life,  like 

11  the  great  poets,  Homer, 
and  Milton,  was  afflicted  with 
blindnefs ;  which,  however  it  might 
diipirit  and  embarrafs  him  at  other 
times,  had  no  effeCt  on  his  nerves 
or  intellects,  in  public  :  as  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  play  concertos  and  vo¬ 
luntaries  between  the  parts  of  his 
oratorios  to  the  laid,  with  the  fame 
vigour  of  thought  and  touch,  for 
which  he  was  ever  fo  juftly  re¬ 
nowned.  To  fee  him,  however, 
led  to  the  organ,  after  this  cala¬ 
mity,  at  upwards  of  feventy  years 
^  of  age,  and  then  conducted  towards 
the  audience  to  make  his  accul- 
"tomed  obeilance,  was  a  light  fo 
truly  afflidting  and  deplorable  to 
perfons  of  fenfibility,  as  greatly 
diminifhed  their  pleafure  in  hearing 
him  perform. 

“  During  the  oratorio  feafon, 
I  have  been  told,  that  he  prac- 
tiled  almoll  inceffantly  ;  and,  in¬ 
deed,  that  mull  have  been  the  cafe, 
or  his  memory  uncommonly  reten¬ 
tive  ;  for,  after  his  blindnefs,  he 
played  leveral  of  his  old  organ- 
concertos,  which  muff  have  been 
previoufly  imprelfed  on  his  memory 
by  praClice.  At  laft,  however,  he 
ratherchofe  to  truft  to  his  inventive 
powers,  than  thofe  of  reminifcence : 
for,  giving  the  band  only  the  jfkele- 
ton,  or  ritornels  of  each  movement, 
he  played  all  the  folo  parts  extem¬ 
pore,  while  the  other  iAftruipefits 


left  him,  ad  libitum ;  waiting  for 
the  ftgnal  of  a  {bake,  before  they 
played  fuch  fragments  of  fym pho¬ 
ny  as  they  found  in  their  books. 

44  Indeed,  he  not  only  continu¬ 
ed  to  perform  in  public  after  he 
was  afflicted  with  blindnefs,  but  to 
compofe  in  private ;  for  I  have 
been  allured,  that  the  duet  and 
chorus  in  Judas  Macchabreus,  of 
44  Sion  now  his  head  fhall  raife. 
Tune  your  harps  to  longs  of 
p raife,”  were  dictated  to  Mr.  Smith, 
by  Handel,  after  the  total  priva,- 
tion  of  light.  This  compofition,  fo 
late  in  life,  and  under  fuch  de- 
preffing  circumftances,  confirms  an 
opinion. of  Dr.  Johnfon,  4‘  that  it 
feldom  happens  to  men  of  powerful 
intellects  and  original  genius,  to  be 
robbed  of  mental  vigour,  by  age  ; 
it  is  only  the  feeble-minded  and 
fool-born  part  of  the  creation,  who 
fall  into  that  fpecies  of  imbecility, 
which  gives  occafton  to  fay  that 
they  are  fuperannuated  :  for  thefe, 
when  they  retire  late  in  life  from 
the  world  on  which  they  have  lived 
by  retailing  the  fenfe  of  others,  arc 
inftantly  reduced  to  indigence  of 
mind.”  Dryden,  Newton,  Dr. 
Johnfon  himfejf,  and  our  great  Mu- 
fician,  are  admirable  iljuftrations  of 
this  doCtrine.  Indeed,  Handel  not 
only  exhibited  great  intellectual  a? 
bility  in  the  compofition  of  this 
duet  and  chorus, but  manifefted  his 
power  of  invention  i$  sxtempora- 
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peons  flights  of  fancy  to  be  as  rich 
and  rapid*  a  week  before  his  de- 
ceafe,  as  they  had  been  for  many 
years.  He  was  always  much  dif- 
turbed  and  agitated  by  the  iimilar 
circumdances  of  Samfon,  whenever 
the  affecting  air  in  that  oratorio  of 
44  Total  eclipfe,  no  fun,  no  moon,” 
£cc.  was  performed. 

44  The  lad  oratorio  at  which  he 
attended,  and  performed,  was  on 
$he  6th  of  April,  and  he  expired 
pn  Friday  the  13th,  1759,  and  not 
on  Saturday  the  14th,  as  was  at 
fird  erroneouily  engraved  on  his 
monument,  and  recorded  in  his  life. 
I  have  indifputable  authority  for 
the  contrary;  as  Dr.  Warren,  vs  ho 
attended  Handel  in  his  lad  dcknefs, 
pot  only  remembers  his  dying  be¬ 
fore  midnight,  on  the  13th,  but, 
that  he  was  fendble  of  his  ap¬ 
proaching  diffolution  ;  and  having 
been  always  imprefled  with  a  pro¬ 
found  reverence  for  the  dodtfincs 
and  duties  of  the  Chridian  reli¬ 
gion,  that  he  had  mod  ferioudy  and 
devoutly  wifhed,  for  feveral  days  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  thgt  he  might  breathe 
his  lad  on  Good-Friday, 44  in  hopes, 
be  faid,  of  meeting  his  good  God, 
his  fweet  Lord  and  Saviouig  on  the 
day  of  his  relurrehtion,”  meaning 
^he  third  day,  or  the  Eafter  Sunday 
following. 

44  The  figure  of  Handel  was 
large,  and  he  was  fomewhat  corpu¬ 
lent,  and  unwieldy  in  his  motions ; 
but  his  countenance,  which  1  re¬ 
member  as  perfectly  as  that  of  any 
pan  I  faw  but  yederday,  was  full 
of  fire  and  dignity  ;  and  fuch  as 
imp reffed  ideas  of  fuperiority  and 
genius.  He  was  impetuous,  rough, 
and  peremptory  in  his  manners  and 
jconverfation,  but  totally  devoid 
pf  ill-nature  or  malevolence  :  in- 
-deed,  there  was  an  original  hu¬ 
mour  and  pleafantry  in  his  moll 
lively  fallies  of  anger  or  imp'd- 
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tiepce,  which,  with  his  broken 
Englifh,  were  extremely  rilible. 
His  natural  propenfity  to  wit  and 
humour,  and  happy  manner  of  re¬ 
lating  common  occurrences,  in  an 
uncommon  way,  enabled  him  to 
throw  perfons  and  things  into  very 
ridiculous  attitudes.  Had.  he  beep 
as  great  a  rnafier  of  the  Englifh 
language  as  Swift,  his  bon  mots 
would  have  been  as  frequent,  and 
fomewhat  of  the  fame  kind. 

44  Handel,  with  many  virtues, 
was  acidified  to  no  vice  that  was  in¬ 
jurious  to  fociety.  Nature,  indeed, 
required  a  great  fupply  of  fuilc- 
nance  fupport  fo  huge  a  mafs, 
and  he  was  rather  epicurean  in  the 
choice  of  it ;  but  this  feems  to 
have  been  the  only  appetite  he  aL 
lowed  himfelf  to  gratify. 

44  'Fhe  late  Mr,  Brown,  leader  of 
his  majefty’s  band,  ufed  to  tell  me 
fcveyal  dories  of  HandePs  love  of 
good  cheer,  liquid  and  folid,  gs 
well  as  of  his  impatience.  Of  the 
former  he  gave  an  infiance,  which 
was  accidentally  difeovered  at  his 
own  houfe  in  Brook-fireeq  where 
Brown,  in  the  oratorio  feafon,  a- 
mong  other  principal  performers, 
was  at  dinner.  Luring  the  repafig 
Handel  often  cried  out  44  Oh — I 
have  de  taught;”  when  the  com¬ 
pany,  unwilling  that,  out  of  civi¬ 
lity  to  them,  tfie  public  fhould  be 
robbed  of  any  thing  fo  valuable  as 
his  mufical  ide^is,  begged  he  would 
retire  and  wiite  them  down  ;  with 
which  requefi,  however,  he  fo  fre¬ 
quently  complied,  that  at  1  aft,  one 
of  the  moft  fufpicious  had  the  ilL 
bred  curiofity  to  peep  through  the 
key-hole  into  the  adjoining  room  ; 
where  he  perceived  that  44  defe 
taughts,”  were  only  bellowed  on  a 
frelh  hamper  of  Burgundy,  which, 
as  was  afterwards  diicovered,  he 
had  received  in  a  prefent  from  Ins 
friend,  the  Igte  lord  Radnor,  while 
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his  company  was  regaled  with  more 
generous  and  fpirited  port. 

44  Another  anecdtne  which  I  had 
from  BrOwn,  was  the  following  : 
when  the  late  reverend  Mr.  Felton 
found  that  his  firft  organ  concertos 
were  well  received,  he  opened  a 
fubfcription  for  a  fecond  let,  and 
begged  of  Brown  to  folicit  Mr. 
Handel’s  permilfion  to  infert  his 
name  in  the  lift.  Brown,  who  had 
been  in  great  favour  with  Handel 
the  winter  before,  when  he  led  his 
oratorios,  remembering  how  civilly 
he  had  been  attended  by  him  to  the 
door,  and  how  carefully-cautioned, 
after  being  heated  by  a  crouded 
room  and  hard  labour,  at  the  re¬ 
hear  fa  Is  in  Brook-ftreet,  not  to  itir 
without  a  chair,  had  no  doubt  of 
his  fuccefs  :  but,  upon  mentioning 
to  him  Felton’s  requeft,  as  deli¬ 
cately  as  poffible,  one  morning  when 
he  was  {having,  by  telling  him 
that  he  was  a  clergyman,  who,  be¬ 
ing  about  to  publifh  fome  concertos 
by  fubfcription,  was  extremely  am¬ 
bitious  of  the  honour  of  his  name 
and  acceptance  of  a  book,  merely 
to  grace  his  lift,  without  involving 
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him  in  any  kind  of  expence  ;  Han¬ 
del,  putting  the  barber’s  hand  a- 
ftde,  got  up  in  a  fury,  and,  with 
his  face  ftill  in  a  lather,  cries  out 
with  great  vehemence  :  44  Tamn 
your  feluf,  and  go  to  der  teiffel — - 
a  barfon  make  concerto !  why  he 
no  make  farmon  ?”  &c.  In  fhort, 
Brown  feeing  him  in  fuch  a  rage, 
with  razors  in  his  reach,  got  out  of 
the  room  as  faft  as  he  could  ;  left 
he  ftionld  have  ufed  them  in  a  more 
barbarous  way  than  would  be  fafe. 
Indeed,  he  had  a  thorough  con¬ 
tempt  for  all  our  compofers  at  this 
time,  from  Dr.  Green  down  to 
Harry  Burgefs ;  and  performers  on 
the  organ  too  :  for,  after  being- 
long  an  inhabitant  of  this  country, 
he  ufed  to  fay,  “  When  I  came 
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hither  firft,  I  found,  among  th£ 
Englifh,  many  good  players,  and 
no  compofers ;  but  now  they  are  all 
compoiers,  and  no  players.” 

44  When  Pope  found  that  his 
friends,  lord  Burlington  and  Dr. 
Arbuthnot,  thought  fo  highly  of 
Handel,  he  not  only  lafhed  his  ene¬ 
mies  in  the  Dunciad,  but  wifhed  to 
have  his  Eurydice  let  to  rhuiic  by 
him.  Mr.  Belchier,  a  commofx 
friend,  undertook  to  negociate  the 
bufinefs  :  but  Handel,  having  heard 
that  pope  had  made  his  ode  more 
lyrical,  that  is,  fitter  for  mafic,  by 
dividing  it  into  airs  and  recitatives, 
for  Dr.  Green,  who  had  already  let 
it ;  and  whom,  as  a  partizan  for 
Bononcini,  and  confederate  with  his 
enemies,  he  had  long  difiiked,  fays, 
44  It  is  de  very  ding  vat  my  pel- 
lows-plower  has  fet  already  for  eija 
tocktor’s  tecree  at  Cambridge.” 

44  W7hen  Gluck  came  firil  into 
England,  in  1741;,  he  was  neither 
fo  great  a  compolhr,  nor  fo  high  in 
reputation,  as  he  afterwards  mount¬ 
ed  j  and  1  remember  when  Mrs. 
Cibber,  in  my  hearing,  alked  Han¬ 
del  what  fort  of  a  compofer  he  was ; 
his  anfwer,  prefaced  by  an  oath-— 
was,  44  he  knows  no  more  of  con- 
trapunto,  as  mein  cook,  Waltz.” 

44  But  though  he  was  fo  rough 
in  his  language,  and  in  the  habit 
of  fwearing,  a  vice  then  much 
more  in  fafhion  than  at  prelent,  he 
was  truly  pious,  during  the  lalt 
years  of  his  life,  and  conftantly  at¬ 
tended  public  prayers,  twice  a  day, 
winter  and  fummer,  both  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  Tunbridge, 

44  At  the  coronation  of  his  late 
majefty,  George  the  Second,  In 
1727,  Handel  had  words  lent  to 
him,  by  the  hilltops,  for  the  an¬ 
thems  ;  at  which  he  murmured,  and 
took  offence,  as  he  thought  it  im¬ 
plied  his  ignorance  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  4*  I  have  read  my  BL 
Q  4  *  bis 
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ble  very  Well,  and  {hall  chufe  for 
myfelf,”  And,  indeed,  his  feleo 
tion  of  the  words,  44  My  heart  is 
inditing  of  a  good  matter/’  was 
very  judicious,  and  inspired  him 
Vvith  forne  of  the  illicit  thoughts 
that  are  to  be  found  in  all  his 
works.  This  anthem  was  fung  at 
the  coronation,  while  the  peers 
were  doinn  ho  mane.  • 

o  o 

44  He  knew  the  value  of  time  too 
well  to  lpend  it  in  frivolous  pur- 
fuits,  or  with  futile  companions, 
however  high  in  rank.  Fond  of 
His  art,  and  diligent  in  its  cultiva¬ 
tion,  and  the  exercife  of  it,  as  a 
pfofehion,  he  ipent  fo  find  ions  and 
fedentary  a  life,  as  feldom  allowed 
him  to  mix  in  fociety,  or  partake 
of  public  amufernents.  Indeed, 
after  my  liril  arrival  in  London, 
1 744?  he  feldom  was  abfent  from 
the  benelit  for  Decayed  MuJicians 

j 

and  their  Families ;  and  I  have 
fometimes  feen  him  at  the  piay- 
houfesf  the  opera,  and  St,  Martin’s 
church,  when  the  late  Mr.  Kelway 
played  the  organ.  But  thofe  who 
Were  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  him  than  myfelf,  fay,  that  in  his 
latter  years,  except -when  he  went 
"to  pay  his  duty  to  the  royal  family 
at  St.  James’s,  or  Leicellewhoufe, 
he  feldom  vilited  the  great,  or  was 
vifible,  but  at  church,  and  the  pern 
formance  of  his  own  oratorios. 

44  Belides  feeing  Handel,  myfelf, 
at  his  own  horde,  in  Brook-ftrcet, 
and  at  Carlton-houfe,  where  he  had 
rehearfals  of  his  oratorios,  by  meet¬ 
ing  him  at  Mrs.  Cibber’s,  and,  at 
Frafi’s,  who  was  then  my  fcholar, 
I  acquired  cohfiderable  knowledge 
of  his  private  character,  and  turn 
,  for  humour.  He  was  very  fond  of 
Mrs.  Cibber,  whore  voice  and  man¬ 
ners  had  loftened  his  feverity  for 
her  want  of  mulical  knowledge.  At 
her  houfe,  of  a  Sunday  evening,  he 
pi  fed  to  meet  Quin,  who,  in  fpite 


of  native  roughnefs,  was  very  fond 
of  mufic.  Yet  the  fir  If  time  Mrs. 
Cibber  prevailed  on  Handel  to  fit 
down  to  the  ha rpli chord,  while  he 
was  prefent,  on  which  occafion  I 
remember  the  great  mufician  play* 
ed  the  overture  in  Siroe,  and  de- 
lighted  us  all  with  the  marvellous 
neatnefs  with  which  he  played  the 
jig,  at  the  end  of  it  :  Quin,  after 
Handel  was  gone,  being  afked  hv 
Mrs.  Cibber,  whether  he  did  not 
think  Mr.  Him  del  had  a  charming 
hand  ?  replied,  44  a  hand,  madam  l 
you  miflake,  it’s  a  foot.” — Fob  ? 
pah  !  fays  fhe,  lias  he  not  a  fine  fin-. 
gerr’T  u  Foes,  by  G — ,  madam  1 
Indeed,  his  hand  was  then  fo  fat,  that 
the  knuckles,  which  ufuaily  appear 
convex,  were  like  thofe  of  a  child, 
dinted  or  dimpled  in,  fo  as  to  be 
rendered  concave  ;  however,  his 
touch  was  fo  fmooth,  and  the  tone 
of  the  iniirument  fo  much  cherifli- 
ed,  that  his  fingers  Teemed  to  grow 
to  the  keys.  They  were  fo  curved 
and  compact,  when  he  played,  that 
no  motion,  and  lcarcelv  the  buyers 

'  -g  O 

themfelves,  could  be  difeovered. 

44  At  Frail’ S',  I  remember,  in  the 
year  1748,  he  brought,  in  hie 
pocket,  the  duet  of  Judas  Maccha- 
bauis,  44  From  thefe  dread  feenes,  1 
in  which  file, had  not  fung  when 
tnat  oratorio  was  liril  performed,  in 
1746.  At  the  time  he  fat  down  to 
the  harplichord,  to  give  her  and 
me  the  time  of  it,  while  he  lung 
her  part,  I  hummed,  at  light,  the 
fecond,  over  his  fhoulder  ;  in  which 
he  encouraged  me,  by  defiling  that 
l  would  ling  out — but,  unfortu-s 
irately,  fomething  went,  wrong,  and 
Handel,  with  his  ufual  impetuolity, 
grew  violent :  a  circumfhmce  very 
terrific  to  a  young  mufician.  At 
length,  however, .  recovering  from 
my  fright,  I  ventured  to  fay,  that 
I  fancied  there  was  a  miflake  in  the 
writing ;  which,  upon,  examining* 

Handel 
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Handel  difcovered  to  be  the  cafe  : 
and  then,  inftantly,  with  the  great- 
eft  good  humour  and  humility,  faid, 
44  I  pec  your  barton— ~I  am  a  very 
odd  tog  : — maifhter  Schmitt  is  to 
plame.” 

44  When  Frail  told  him,  that  fhe 
fhould  ftudy  hard,  and  was  going 
to  learn  thorough-bafe,  in  order  to 
accompany  herfelf :  Handel,  who 
well  knew  how  little  this  pleating 
linger  was  addicted  to  application 
and  diligence,  fays,  44  Oh — -vaat 
may  we  not  expedt!” 

44  Handel  wore  an  enormous 
white  wig,  and,  when  things  went 
well  at  the  oratorio,  it  had  a  certain 
nod,  or  vibration,  which  manifefted 
his  pleafure  andfatisfa&ion.  With¬ 
out  it,  nice  obfervers  were  certain 
that  he  was  out  of  humour, 

44  At  the  dole  of  an  air,  the 
voice  with  which  he  ufed  to  cry  out 
44  Chorus!”  was  extremely  formi¬ 
dable  indeed  ,  and,  at  the  rehearfals 
of  his  oratorios,  at  Carleton-houfe, 
if  the  prince  and  princefs  of  Wales 
were  not  exact  in  coming  into  the 
mulic-room,  he  uled  to  be  very  vio¬ 
lent  :  yet,  fueh  was  the  reverence 
with  which  his  royal  highnefs  treat¬ 
ed  him,  that  admitting  Handel  to 
have  had  caufe  of  complaint,  he  has 
been  heard  to  fay,  44  Indeed,  it  is 
cruel  to  have  kept  thele  poor  peo¬ 
ple  (meaning  the  performers),  fo 
loner  from  their  fcholars,  and  other 
concerns.”  But  if  the  maids  of 
honour,  or  any  other  female  at¬ 
tendants,  talked  during  the  per¬ 
formance,  I  fear  that  our  modern 
Timotheus,  not  only  fvvore,  but 
called  names  :  yet,  at  Inch  times, 
the  princefs  of  Wales,  with  her  ac- 
cuftomed  mildnels  and  benignity, 
tiled  to  fay,  44  Hufh !  hufh !  Han¬ 
del’s  in  a  palfion.” 

44  Handel  was  in  the  habit  of 
talking  to  himfelf,  fo  loud,  that  it 
Was  eafy  for  perfons  not  very  near 
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him,  to  hear  the  fubjedt  of  his  foil- 
ioquies.  He  had,  by  much  perfua- 
iion,  received  under  his  roof  and 
protection,  a  boy,  who  Had  been 
reprefented,  not  only  as  having  an 
uncommon  difpofftion  for  mu  lie,  but 
forfobriety  and  diligence  :  this  boy, 
however,  turned  out  ill,  and  ran, 
away,  no  one,  for  a  conliderable 
time,  knew  whither.  During  this 
period,  Handel  walking  in  the  Park, 
as  he  thought  alone,  was  heard  to 
commune  with  himfelf  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  : — 44  Derteifel!  de 
fater  was  defile© ved de  mutter 
was  defheeved  ; — but  I  was  not  de- 
fheeved  ; — he  is  ein  t— -d  fhcauntrei 
— and  coot  for  nutting.” 

44  Handel’s  general  look  was 
fame  what  heavy  and  four  ;  but  when 
he  did  fmile,  it  was  his  lire  the  fun, 
burfting  out  of  a  black  cloud.  There, 
was  a  fudden  flafh  of  intelligence, 
wit,  and  good  humour,  beaming  in 
his  countenance,  which  I  hardly 
ever  faw  in  anv  other. 

44  It  has  been  faid  of  him,  that, 
out  of  his  profeffion,  he  was  igno¬ 
rant  and  dW  .  but  though  I  do  not 
admit  the  fa 61,  yet,  if  the  charge 
were  as  true  as  it  is  fevere,  it  muft 
be  allowed,  in  extenuation,  that  to 
pofTefs  a  difficult  art  in  the  perfect 
manner  he  did,  and  to  be  polleffed 
by  it,  feems  a  natural  confequence  ; 
and  all  that  the  public  had  a  right 
to  expedt,  as  he  pretended  to  no¬ 
thing  more.  Accomplifhments  can 
only  amufe  our  private  friends,  and 
ourfelves,  in  leifure  hours ;  but  fo 
occupied  and  abforbed  was  Handel, 
by  the  ftudy  and  exercife  of  his 
profeffion,  that  he  had  little  time  to 
beftow,  either  on  private  amufe- 
ments,  or  the  cultivation  of  friend- 
fhip.  Indeed,  the  credit  and  reve¬ 
rence  arifing  from  thefe,  had  Han¬ 
del  poffefled  them,  would  have  been 
tranfient,  and  confined  to  his  own 
ag-e  and  acquaintance  ;  whereas  the 
1  fame. 
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fame  acquired  by  filent  and.  clofc 
application  to  his  profeffional  buli- 
nels, 

- - N,ec  Jovis  ira,  nee  ignes, 

Ncc  potent  ferruxn,  nec  edax  abolere  ve- 
tuflas. 

And  it  is  probable,  that  his  name, 
like  that  of  many  of  his  brethren, 
will  long  furvive  his  works.  The 
moll  learned  man  can  give  us  no 
information  concerning  either  the 
private  life  or  compolitions  of  Or¬ 
pheus,  Amphion,  Linus,  Olympus, 
Terpander,  or Ti moth eu s ;  yet  every 
fchool-boy  can  tell  us,  that  they 
were  great  muficians,  the  delight  of 
their  feveral  ages,  and,  many  years 
after,  of  pofterity. 

“  Though  totally  free  from  the 
fordid  vices  of  meannefs  and  ava¬ 
rice,  and  polfefTed  of  their  oppoiite 
virtues,  charity  and  generality,  in 
fpite  of  temporary  adverlity,  pow¬ 
erful  enemies,  and  frequent  mala¬ 
dies  of  body,  which  lometimes  ex¬ 
tended  to  intellect,  Handel  died 
worth  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  j  which,  except  one  tho\\^ 
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fail'd  to  the  fund  for  decayed  mulL 
cians  and  their  families,  he  chiefly 
bequeathed  to  his  relations  on  the 
continent. 

“  His  funeral  was  not  public, 
like  that  of  Rameau,  in  France  ;  of 
Jomelli,  in  Italy  ;  or  of  our  Dry- 
den,  and  Garrick,  in  England  : 
yet,  when  he  was  buried  in  Well- 
mirdter- Abbey,  April  the  20th,  1759,. 
the  dean,  Dr.  Pearce,  bilhop  of 
Rochelle r,  aflifted  by  the  choir,  per¬ 
formed  the  funeral  folemnity.  More 
general  and  national  teftimonies  of 
regard  were  left  to  the  prefent  pe¬ 
riod,  when  all  enmities,  jealotdies, 
and  operations  of  envy  were  fub- 
lided  ;  and  time,  examination,  and 
reflexion,  had  given  new  charms 
and  importance  to  his  works.  And 
this  pleating  talk  has  been  perform¬ 
ed  in  a  way  fo  ample,  magnificent, 
and  honourable,  that  it  will  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find,  either  in  an  ancient 
or  modern  hiltory,  a  more  liberal 
and  fplendid  example  of  gratitude 
to  a  deeeafed  artiit,  in  any  othey 
country.” 
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MANNERS  of  the  PEOPLE  of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  from-  the  „ 
Acceflion  of  HENRY  IV.  A*  D.  1 399>  t0  the  Acceflion  of 
HENRY  VII,  A.  D.  1458. 

[From  the  Fifth  Volume  of  Dr.  Henry’s  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,] 


“  HPHE  bravery  anc^  martial 
jg.  ardour  of  both  the  Britifh 
nations  never  appeared  more  con- 
lpicuous  than  in  the  prefent  period, 
particularly  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
V.  The  Englifh  under  that  heroic 
prince  leaned  to  be  invincible  ;  and 
fought  with  fo  much  courage  and 
fuccefs,  that  towards  the  end  of  his 
reign,  they  had  a  very  probable 
profpeft  of  making  a  complete  con- 
quell  of  the  great  and  populous 
kingdom  of  France.  The  Scots 
were  much  admired  for  the  ftcady 
intrepidity  with  which  they  defend¬ 
ed  themlelves,  and  the  feafonabie 
and  fuccefsfuL  fuccours  they  lent  to 
their  ancient  allies  in  their  greatell 
diftrefs,  when  they  were  on  the 
brink  of  ruin,  and  forfaken  by  all 
the  world. 

“But  national  as  well  as  perfonal 
courage  is  fubjeet  to  fudden  and 
furpriling  changes,  which  are  fame- 
times  produced  by  very  trifling 
caufes.  There  is  not  a  more  re¬ 
markable  example  of  this  in  hiflory, 
than  that  extraordinary  revolution 
in  the  lpirits  of  the  French  and 
Englifli  armies,  at  the  liege  of  Or¬ 
leans,  A.  D,  1428,  which  hath 
been  already  mentioned.  Before 
that  period,  the  Englilh  fought  like 
lions,  and  the  French  fled  before 
them  like  fheep.  But  as  foon  as  the 
Maid  of  Orleans,  a  poor  obfcure 
fervant-girl,  about  feveptcpn  years 


of  age,  appeared  on  the  fcene  of 
action,  the  fortune  of  the  war,  and 
the  fpirits  of  the  contending  na¬ 
tions,  were  entirely  changed. 1  The 
French  became  bold  and  daring, 
the  Englilh  dallardlv  and  defp end¬ 
ing.  The  terror  of  that  dreaded 
heroine  was  not  confined  to  the 
Englilh  army  in  France,  but  lei  zed 
the  great  body  of  the  people  at 
home,  and  made  many  who  had 
enliltcd  in  the  lervice,  defert,  and 
hide  themfelves  in  holes  and  cor¬ 
ners.  This  appears  from  the  pro¬ 
clamations  iffued  in  England,  com¬ 
manding  the  fheriffs  of  London, 
and  of  fevaal  counties,  to  appre¬ 
hend  thole  who  had  deferted  and 
concealed  thqmlelves  for  fear  of  the 
Maul.  As  it  is  imprudent  to  dilco- 
ver  any  dill  rail  of  national  courage 
when  war  is  necelfary,  it  is  no  I  elk 
imprudent  10  plunge  a  nation  into  3 
war,  from  too  great  a  reliance jon  a 
quality  that  may  fail  when  it  is  lealt 
expected. 

“  The  hofpitality  of  our  ancef- 
tors,  particularly  of  the  great  and 
opulent  barons,  hath  been  much 
admired,  and  conlidered  as  a  certain 
proof  of  the  noblenefs  and  genero- 
fity  of  their  fpirits.  The  fac'd  is 
well  atteded.  The  caflles  of  the 
powerful  barons  were  capacious  pa¬ 
laces,  daily  crowded  with  theft  nu¬ 
merous  retainers,  who  were  always 
welcome  to  their  plentiful  tables. 
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They  had  their  privy  counfellors, 
their  treasurers,  marfhnls,  confta- 
bles,  Rewards,  fecretaries,  chap¬ 
lains,  heralds,  purfuivants,  pages, 
henfhmen  or  guards,  trumpeters, 
min  lire  Is,  and,  in  a  word,  all  the 
officers  of  a  royal  court.  The  eti¬ 
quette  of  their  families  was  an  ex- 
act  copy  of  that  of  the  royal  home- 
hold  ;  and  louie  of  them  lived  in  a 
degree  of  pomp  and  fplendour  lit¬ 
tle  inferior  to  that  of  the  great  eft 
kings.  Richard  Nevile,  earl  of 
Warwick,  we  are  told,  44  was  ever 
Rad  in  great  favour  of  the  commons 
of  the  land,  becaufe  of  the  exceed¬ 
ing  houfehold  which  he  daily  kept 
in  all  countries  where-ever  he  io- 
iourned  or  lav  ;  and  when  he  came 
to  London,  he  held  inch  an  houle, 
that  fix  oxen  were  eaten  at  a  break- 
fail;  and  every  tavern  was  full  of 
his  meat.”  The  earls  of  Douglas 
in  Scotland,  before  the  fall  of  that 
great  family,  rivalled,  or  rather  ex¬ 
ceeded  their  fovereigns,  in  pomp 
and  prof ufe  hofpitality.  But  to 
this  manner  of  living,  it  is  highly 
probable,  thefe  great  chieftains  were 
prompted,  by  a  defire  of  increaiing 
the  number  and  attachment  of  their 
retainers,,  on  which,  in  thole  tur¬ 
bulent  times,  their  dignity,  and  e- 
ven  their  fafety,  depended,  as  much 
as  to  the  innate  generolity  of  their 
tempers.  Thefe  retainers  did  not 
conilantly  reiide  in  the  families  of 
their  lords  ;  but  they  wore  their  li¬ 
veries  and  badges,  frequently  feuft- 
cd  in  their  halls,  fwelled  their  reti¬ 
nues  on  all  great  folemnities,  at¬ 
tended  them  in  their  journies,  and 
followed  th dm  into  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle.  Some  powerful  chieftains  had 
fo  great  a  number  of  thele  retainers 
conilantly  at  their  command,  that 
they  let  the  laws  at  defiance,  were 
formidable  to  their  fovercigns,  and 
terrible  to  their  fellow -tub] efts  ; 
and  feveral  laws  we>e  made  againft 


giving  and  receiving  liveries.  But 

O  U?  c-5 

thefe  laws  produced  little  effect  in 

j. 

this  period. 

44  Hofpitality  was  not  confined 
to  the  great  and  opulent,  but  was 
praf tried  rather  more  than  it  is  at 
prefent  by  perfons  in  the  middle 
and  lower  ranks  of  life.  But  this 
was  owing  to  neceffity,.  arifing  from 
the  fcarcity  of  inns,  which  obliged 
travellers  and  ftrangers  to  apply  to 
private  perfons  for  lodging  and  en¬ 
tertainment  ;  and  thole  who  receiv¬ 
ed  them  hofpitably  acquired  a  right 
to  a  fimilar  reception.  This  was 
evidently  the  cafe  in  Scotland  in 
the  firft  part  of  this  period.  James  I. 
A.  D.  1424,  procured  the  follow¬ 
ing  aft  of  parliament.  44  It  is  or- 
danit,  That  in  all  burrow  townis, 
and  throuchfairis  quhair  ctinmoun 
paffiiges  ar,  that  thair  be  ordanit 
Hoftillaries  and  refettis,  havand  0 ra¬ 
bies  and  chalmers  ;  and  that  men. 
find  with  thame  bread  and  aill,  and 
all  uther  fude,  allweil  for  horfe  as 
men,  for  refonable  price.”  But 
travellers  had  been  fo  long  accuf- 
tomed  to  lodge  in  private  houfes, 
that  thefe  public  inns  were  quite 
neglefted  ;  and  thofe  who  kept  them 
prefented  a  petition  to  parliament, 
complaining,  44  That  the  liegis  tra- 
velland  in  the  realme,  quhen  they 
cum  to  burrowis  and  throuchfairis, 
herbreis  thame  not  in  Hofiillaries, 
hot  with  thair  acquaintance  and 
freindis.”  This  produced  an  act 
prohibiting  travellers  to  lodge  in 
private  houfes  where  there  were 
hoftalries,  under  the  penalty  of  40s. 
and  fubj effing  thofe  who  lodged 
them  to  the  fame  penalty. 

44  'The  people  of  Britain  were  not 
chargeable  with  the  contempt,  or 
even  negleff  of  the  ceremonies  of 
religion  in  this  period.  On  the 
contrary,  many  of  them  (pent  much 
of  their  time  and  money  in  per¬ 
forming  thofe  ceremonies.  To  lay 

nothing 
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nothing  of  the  aim  oft  conftant  fer- 
vice  in  cathedral  and  conventual 
churches,  all  the  great  barons  had 
chapels  in  their  caftles,  which  very 
much  refembled  cathedrals,  in  the 
number  of  their  clergy  and  cho- 
rifters' ;  the  riclinefs  ot  their  furni¬ 
ture  and  images  ;  and  the  pomp  and 
regularity  with  which  the  fervice 
of  the  church  wras  daily  performed. 
The  earl  of  Northumberland,  for 
example,  had  conftantly  in  his  fa¬ 
mily  a  dean  of  his  chapel,  who  was 
a  doctor  of  divinity,  a  fubdean,  and 
nine  other  priefts  ;  eleven  hinging 
men,  and  fix' dinging  boys  ;  in  all, 
twenty-r  ght  g  who  daily  perform¬ 
ed  divine  fervice  in  his  chapel,  at 
Matins,  Lady  mafs,  High-mafs, 
Even-long,  and  Com-plyiie.  The 
four  fir  ft:  fmginy  men  actodas  or- 
ganifts,  weekly,  by  turns.  This 
was  a  very  fplendid  and  expeniive 
eftabliiliment,  con-lifting  of  greater 
numbers  than  are  now’  to  be  found 
in  ieveral  cathedrals. 

44  But  unhappily  the  religion  of 
our  anceifors  in  thafe  times  was  to 
ftrongly  Endured  with  grofs  irra¬ 
tional  fuperftition,  that  k  had  little 
tendency  to  enlighten  their  minds, 
regulate  their  paiiions,  or  reform 
their  lives.  Their  creed  contained 
tome  articles,  that  their  very  ienfes, 
if  they  durft  have  ufe.d  them,  might 
have  convinced  them  .could  not  be 
true  ;  and  others  that  were  equally 
contrary  to  reafon  and  revelation. 
The  ceremonies  of  their  worfhip 
were  mere  mechanical  operations, 
in.  which  their  minds  had  little  or 
no  concern';  and  they  were  taught 
to  place  their  hopes  of  the  divine 
favour  on  fuch  fallacious  grounds, 
as  the  pardons  of  a  venial  prieft, 
the  patronage  of  a  faint,  pilgri¬ 
mages,  fallings,  flagellations,  and 
the  like.  But  the  mo  ft  odious  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  religion  of  thole  times 
was  its  horrid  cruelty  and  Intole-- 


ranee,  which  prompted  them  to 
burn  their  fellow  Chriftians  to  allies, 
becaufe  they  dared  to  think  for 
themfelves,  and  to  worfhip  God  in 
a  manner  which  they  believed  to  be 
more  acceptable  than  the  eftablifh- 
ed  forms. 

44  It  is  one  evidence,  amongft 
many  others,  that  their  religion  had 
little  influence  on  their  morals,  that 
perjury  prevailed  to  a  degree  that  is 
hardly  credible ;  and  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  moll  lolemn  oaths  were 
almoft  totally  difregarded  by  per- 
lons  of  all  ranks.  Of  this  the 
reader  mult  have  obferved  many 
examples  in  the  preceding  hiftory, 
particularly  in  the  conduct  of  Ed¬ 
ward  IV.  and  Richard  III.  All 
the  lords,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
the  famous  parliament  at  Shrews¬ 
bury,  A.  D.  1398,  called  the  Great 
Parliament,  took  a  iolemn  oath  on 
the  crols  of  Canterbury,  never  to 
fuller  any  of  the  acts  or  that  parli¬ 
ament  to  be  changed  ;  and  yet  the to 
■  fame  lords,  in  lels  than  two  years 
after,  repealed  all  theto  acts.  Va¬ 
rious  ceremonies  were  invented  to 
give  addition  .1  lolemnity  to  oat  It?, 
and  fee ure  their  obtorvation.  Phi¬ 
lip  the  Good,  duke  of  Burgundy, 
A.  D.  1453,  in  the  middle  of  a 
great  feaft,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
his  whole  court,  had  a  roafted  phea- 
fant  brought  to  his  table,  with  great 
pomp,  and  fwore  over  it  a  molt  tre¬ 
mendous  oath,  that  he  would  march 
an  army  again  ft  the  Great  Turk; 
and  all  the  lords  and  knights  of  his 
court  fwore  in  the  fame  manner 
that  they  would  march  with  him 
but  none  of  them  performed  their 
oaths.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the 
common  people  were  to  profligate 
in  this  re  Ip  eft,  that  not  a  few  of 
them,  we  are  told,  lived  by  fwear-r 
ing  for  hire  in  courts  of  julfice. 

u  The  Englifli  were  remarkable 
hi  this  peiiod,  among  the  nations 
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of  Europe,  for  the  abfurd  and  im¬ 
pious  pract  ce  of  prophane  fwearing 
in  converfation.  The  count  of 
Luxemburg,  accompanied  by  the 
earls  of  Warwick  and  Stafford,  vi- 
iited  the  Maid  of  Orleans  in  her 
prifon  at  Rouen,  where  file  was 
chained  to  the  floor,  and  loaded  with 
irons.  The  count,  who  had  fold 
her  to  the  Englifh,  pretended  that 
he  had  come  to  treat  with  her  about 
her  ranfom.  Viewing  him  with  juft 
relent ment  and  difdain,  file  cried, 
“  Begone!  You  have  neither  the 
inclination  nor  the  power  to  ran¬ 
fom  me.”  Then  turning  her  eyes 
towards  the  two  earls,  file  faid,  4C  I 
know  that  you  Engiilh  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  put  me  to  death  ;  and  ima¬ 
gine,  that,  after  I  am  dead,  you 
will  conquer  .France.  But  though 
there  were  an  hundred  thou  land 
more  God-dam-mces  in  France  than 
there  are,  they  will  never  conquer 
that  kingdom.”  So  early  had  the 
Englifh  got  this  odious  nickname, 
by  their  too  frequent  ufe  of  that 
horrid  imprecation.  A  contempo¬ 
rary  hi  dorian,  who  had  frequently 
converfed  with  Henry  VI.  men¬ 
tions  it  as  a  very  remarkable  and 
extraordinary  peculiarity  in  the 
character  of  that  prince,  that  he 
did  not  fwear  in  common  con  vena¬ 
tion,  but  reproved  his  minitlersand 
officers  of  Hate  when,  .he  heard  them 
fwearing. 

44  An  exceffive  irrational  credu¬ 
lity  dill  continued  to  reign  in  all 
the  nations  of  Europe,  and  feems 
to  have  prevailed  rather  more  in 
Britain  than  in  fame  other  coun¬ 
tries.  Of  this  many  proofs  might 
be  produced.  There  was  not  a  man 
then  in  England  who  entertained 
the  lead  doubt  of  the  realty  of  for- 
eery,  necromancy,  and  01  ~  dia¬ 

bolical  arts.  Let  any  on  Me 
th  e  works  of  Thomas  Wallingliam, 
our  belt  hidorian  in  this  period,  and 


he  will  meet  with  many  ridiculous 
miracles,  related  with  the  greateft 
gravity,  as  the  mod  unquedionable 
fadts*  The  Englifh  were  remark* 
able  for  one  fpecies  of  credulity  pe¬ 
culiar  to  themfelves,  viz.  a  firm 
belief  in  the  predictions  of  certain 
pretended  prophets,  particularly  of 
the  famous  Merlin.  Philip  de  Co* 
mines,  in  his- relation  of  what  palled 
at  the  interview  between  Edward 
IV.  and  Lewis  XI.  on  the  bridge 
of  Picquiny  (at  which  he  was  pre- 
fent),  acquaints  us,  that  after  the 
two  kings  had  faluted  one  another* 
a«d  converfed  a  little  together,  the 
bidiop  of  Ely,  chancellor  of  Eng* 
land,  began  a  harangue  to  the  two 
monarchs,  by  telling  them,  that 
the  Englifh  had  a  prophecy,  that  a 
great  peace  would  be  concluded  be¬ 
tween  France  and  England  at  Pic- 
qiiiny  ;  for  the  Englifh  (fays  Co¬ 
mines)  are  great  believers  in  Inch 
prophecies,  and  have  one  of  them 
ready  to  produce  on  every  occaiiom 
44  The  Englifh  frequently  defeat¬ 
ed  the  French  in  the  field  in  this  pe¬ 
riod,  but  were  generally  defeated  by 
them  in  the  cabinet.  Philip  de  Co¬ 
mines,  who  was  an  excellent  judge 
of  mankind,  and  feems  to  have  ftu- 
died  the  national  character  of  the 
Englifh  with  great  care,  acknow¬ 
ledges  that  they  were  but  blunder¬ 
ing  negotiators,''  and  by  no  means  a 
match  for  the  French.  They  were 
eafily  impofed  upon,  he  fays,  by 
diffimulation,  apt  to  fall  into  a  pal- 
lion,  and  to  become  impatient  when 
they  were  contradicted  ;  and,  in 
word,  that  they  were  not  fo  fubtiie, 
infmuating,  and  patient,  as  theigad- 
verfhries,  who  took  advantage  of  all 
their  foibles.  The  Englifh  certain¬ 
ly  committed  a  raoft  grievous  error, 
in  withdrawing,  in  a  paffion,  from 
the  great  congre  s  at  Arras,  A.  1). 
1431;.  No  prince  was  ever  more 
fharnef ully  deceived  by  another  than 
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Edward  IV.  by  that  artful  and 
faithlefs  monarch,  Lewis  XI. 

44  A  fierce,  and  even  cruel  fpirit, 
too  much  prevailed  in  both  the  Bri- 
tifh  nations  in  this  period,  and  form* 
ed  a  difagreeable  feature  in  their  na¬ 
tional  charadters.  This  was  owing1 
to  the  violent  contefts,  and  almolt 
conftant  wars  in  which  they  were 
engaged ;  which  hardened  their 
hearts,  inflamed  their  pailions,  and 
made  them  familiar  with  blood  and 
flaughter.  The  reader  mull  have 
met  with  fo  many  proofs  of  this 
fierce  and  cruel  fpirit,  in  pending 
the  fir  ft  chapter  of  this  book,  that. 
it  is  as  imneceffary  as  it  would  be 
unpleaiant,  to  multiply  examples  of 
it  in  this  place.  It  is  diffident  to 
obferve  in  general,  that  the  wars 
and  battles  of  this  period  were  un¬ 
commonly  fierce  and  fangumary ; 
that  prifoners  of  diftmbtion  were  ge¬ 
nerally  put  to  death  on  the  field,  in 
cold  blood  ;  that  affalfinations  and 
murders  were  very  frequent,  per¬ 
petrated  on  perfons  of  the  greateft 
eminence,  by  the  hands  of  kings, 
nobles,  and  near  relations.  The 
ferocity  of  thofe  unhappy  times  was 
jo  great,  that  it  inferred  the  fair  and 
gentle  lex,  and  made  many  ladies 
and  gentlewomen  take  up  arms,  and 
follow  the  trade  of  war.  44  At  this 
fiege  (of  Sens,  A.  D.  1420)  allolyn 
many  worthy  ladyes  and  gentilwo- 
men,  both  French  and  Englifli ;  of 
the  whiche  many  of  hem  begonne 
the  faitz  of  armes  long  time  agoon, 
but  of  lyying  at  feges  now  they  be- 
gynne  firfl.P  But  the  women  of 
Wales,  on  one  ocealion,  are  laid  to 
have  been  guilty  of  deeds  fo  horrid 
and  indelicate,  that  they  are  hardly 
credible ;  and  are  therefore  related 
in  the  words  of  the  original  author. 

44  Fo  tempore  (A.  D.  1402) 
Howenus  Glevndor  alfuetis  inten- 

f. 

dens  irruptionibiis,  pene  totam  mi- 
litiam  Herefordenlis  provincial  pro- 


vocavit  ad  arma,  cui  ducatum  prse- 
buit  Edmundus  do  Mortuomari. 
Sed  cumperventum  fuiffet  ad  adtum 
Martium,  proditione  mediante,  et 
Edmundus  yaptus  et  casteri  vibti 
funt,  occifis  de  noftratibus  arnplius 
quain  mille  viris.  Quorum  genita¬ 
lia  mulieres  Walleniium  poll  con- 
ffiftum  abfcidemnt,  et  membrum 
pudendum  in  ore  cujuflibet  inte- 
rempti  pofuerunt,  tefticuiofque  a 
rnento  depen  de  re  fecerunt,  nafolque 
pnecifos  in  oculis  eorundem  preffe- 
runt,  et  fepulturam  mortuis  cadave- 
ribus  prohibuerunt.”  T.  Walling. 

P*  557- 

44  When  we  confide r  the  ftate  of 
the  country,  the  condition  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  many  of  its  inhabitants, 
we  will  not  be  furprifed  to  hear  that 
England  was  much  infefted  with  rob¬ 
bers  in  this  period.  Sir  John  For- 
tefeue,  chief  juftice  of  the  king’s 
bench  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
acknowledges  that  robbery  was 
much  more  frequent  in  England 
than  in  France  or  Scotland;  and, 
which  is  remarkable  in  one  of  his 
profefiion,  he  boafts  of  this  as  a  proof 
of  the  fu pep  .  courage  of  the  Eng- 
lifh.  44  L  hath  ben  often  feen  in 
England,  that  three  or  four  thefes 
hath  lett  upon  (even  or  eight  true 
men,  and  robvd  them  al.  But  it 
hath  not  ben  feen  in  Fraunce,  that 
feven  or  eight  thefes  have  ben  hardy 
to  robbe  three  or  four  true  men. 
Wherfor  it  is  right  feid  that  noFrenc h- 
men  be  hangyd  for  robberye,  for 
that  they  have  no  hefty s  to  do  fo 
terrible  an  acte.  There  be  therfor 
mo  men  hangyd  in  England,  in  a 
yere,  for  robberye  and  manilaugh- 
ter,  than  there  be  hangyd  in  Fraunce, 
for  inch  caule  of  crime,'  in  feven 
vers.  There  is  no  man  hangyd  in 
Scotland  in  leven  yers  together  for 
robberye ;  and  yet  thay  be  often 
tymes  hangyd  for  larceny  and  ftel- 
yng  of  goods  in  the  ablen.ee-  of  the 
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Owner  tberof :  but  their  harts  ferve  very  friendly  to  the  virtue  of  their 
them  not  to  take  a  manny ’s  goods,  inhabitants,  efpecially  of  the  young 
#hile  he  i's  prelent,  and  will  defend  and  opulent.  Honed:  Mr.  Caxton 
it;  which  maner  of  takyng  is  called  obferved  concerning  the  youth  of 
robberye.  But  the  Knglilh  men  be  London  in  his  time,  that  when  they 
of  another  corage  :  for  if  he  be  poer,  were  very  young,  they  were  ex- 
and  lee  another  man  havyng  richeffe,  ceedingly  amiable  and  promiiing  ; 
_  which  may  be  tukyn  from  him  by  but  that  when  they  arrived  at  riper 
might,  he  wol  not  fpare  to  do  fo.”  years,  many  of  them  difappointed 
Whatever  becomes  of  the  reafoning  the  hopes  of  their  friends,  and  did 
of  the  chief  ju dice,  his  authority  is  fipated  the  wealth  that  had  been  left 
Sufficient  to  edabfifli  this  fa  hi,  that  them  by  their  parents.  44  I  fee  that 
robbery  prevailed  much  more  in  the  children  that  ben  borne  within. 
England  than  in  France  or  Scotland,  the  fayd  cyte  (London)  encreafe  and 
in  his  time.  prouffyte  not  like  their  faders  and 

44  The  manners  of  the  clergy  in  alders  ;  but  for  moofte  parte,  after 
the  preceding  period,  which  have  that  they  ben  comeyn  to  their  per- 
been  fo  fully  defended  in  the  fourth  fight  yeres  of  difcrecion,  and  rype- 
volume  of  this  work,  were  fo  fimi-  nes  of  age,  how  well  that  theyre 
lar  to  thofe  of  the  times  we  are  now  faders  have  left  to  them  grete  quan- 
delineating,  that,  to  prevent  untie-  title  of  goodes,  yet  fcarcely  amonge 
celfary  repetitions,  the  reader  may  ten  two  thrive.  O  blefi’ed  Lord  ! 
be  referred  to  that  defcription.  For  whan  I  remembre  thys,  I  am  al  a- 
though  Dr.  Wickliffe  and  his  fol-  basflied  :  I  cannot  juge  the  cauie ; 
lowers  declaimed  with  as  much  ve-  but  fayrer,  ne  wyfer,  ne  bet  be- 
hemence  againft  the  pride,  ambi-  fpoken  children  in  theyre  you  the 
tion,  avarice,  cruelty,  luxury,  and  ben  no  wher  than  ther  ben  in  Lon- 
other  vices  of  the  clergy,  as  againft  don  ;  but  at  thyr  ful  rypying,  there 
their  erroneous  do6tnn.es,  and  lu-  is  no  camel,  ne  good  corn  founden, 
perditions?  ceremonies,  they  de-  but  chaff  for  the  mood  part.’ * 
claimed  in  vain.  The  clergy  were  44  It  would  be  improper  to  purfuc 
at  lead  as  much  attached  to  their  this  unpleafant  fubjebt  any  farther, 
riches,  their  honours,  and  their  If  our  anceftors  in  this  period  were 
pleafures,  as  to  their  fpeculative  opi-  free  from  certain  vices  and  follies 
nions  ;  and  as  unwilling  to  abandon  which  are  too  prevalent  among  their 
their  vices  as  to  renounce  their  er-  pofterity  in  the  prefent  age,  they 
rors.  In  a  word,  the  generality  of  were  guilty  of  others,  forpe  of  them 
the  Brififh  clergy  in  this  period  were  of  a  very  odious  nature,  which  do 
neither  more  learned,  nor  more  vir-  ‘not  now  prevail.  Let  us  not  then 
tuous,  than  their  immediate  prede-  imagine,  from  an  ill-founded  vene- 
ceffors ;  and  feem  to  have  differed  ration  for  antiquity,  that  the  former 
from  them  in  nothing  but  in  the  lu-  times  were  better  than  thele.  In 
\  ’perior  cruelty  with  which  they  per-  fcveral  relpehts  they  were  certainly 
teemed  the  unhappy  Lollards-.  much  worfe,  as  well  as  more  tin- 

44  Great  cities  in  general  are  not  happy.” 
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ACCOUNT  of  the  HOTTENTOTS. 

[From  the  Firft  Volume  of  Dr.  Sparkman’s  Voyage  to  the  Cape  of1 

Good  Hope.] 


«  Tf  7ITH  regard  to  their  per- 
V  V  fons,  they  are  as  tall  as 
mo  ft  Europeans ;  and  as  for  their 
beiim  in  general  more  (lender,  this 

O  £?  .  ' 

proceeds  from  their  being  more 
itinted  and  curtailed  in  their  food, 
and  likewife  from  their  not  tiling 
themfelves  to  hard  labour.  But 
that  they  have  final  1  hands  and  feet 
compared  with  the  other  parts  of 
their  bodies,  has  been  remarked  by 
no  one  before,  and  may,  perhaps, 
be  looked  upon  as  a  charadteriftic 
mark  of  this  nation. 

u  The  root  of  the  nofe  is  moftly 
very  low,  bv  which  means  the  cli- 
ftance  of  the  eves  from  each  other 
is  greater  than  m  Europeans.  In 
like  manner,  the  tip  of  the  nofe  is 
pretty  flat.  The  iris  is  fcarcely 
ever  of  a  light  colour,  but  has  ge¬ 
nerally  a  dark  brown  caft,  fome- 
times  approaching  to  black. 

“  Their  fkin  is  of  a  yellowifli 
brown  hue,  which  fomething  re¬ 
ft  mbles  that  of  an  European  who 
has  the  jaundice  in  a  high  degree  : 
at  the  fame  time,  however,  this  co¬ 
lour  is  not  the  leaft  obfervable  in 
fhe  whites  of  the  eyes.  One  does 
not  find  fuch  thick  lips  among  the 
Hottentots  as  among  their  neigh¬ 
bours  the  Negroes,  the  C  afire  s,  and 
the  Mozambiqu.es.  In  fine,  their 
mouths  are  of  a  middling  lize,  and 
almoft  always  furniflied  with  a  let 
of  the  fineft  teeth  that  can  be  feen : 
and  taken  together  with  the  reft  of 
their  features,  as  well  as  their  fhape, 
carriage,  and  every  motion ;  in 
fhort,  their  tout  enfemble  indicates 
health  and  delight,  or  at  leaft  an  air 
of  fans  fouci.  This  carelefs  mien, 
however*  difeovers  marks  at  the 
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fame  time  both  of  alacrity  and  refb- 
l'ution  ;  qualities  which,  the  Hot¬ 
tentots,  in  fact,  can  fliow  upon  oc- 
caftan. 

a  The  head  would  appear  to  be 
covered  with  a  black,  though  not 
very  clofe,  frizzled  kind  of  woo!,  if 
the  natural  harfhnefs  of  it  did  not 
fliow,  that  it  was  hair,  if  poffible, 
more  woolly  than  that  of  the  Ne¬ 
groes.  If  in  other  refpedts  there 
fhould,  by  great  chance,  be  obferv- 
ed  any  traces  of  a  beard,  or  of  hair 
in  any  other  parts  of  the  body,  fuch 
as  are  feen  on  the  Europeans,  they 
are,  however,  very  trifling,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  on. 
the  head, 

44  Notwithftanding  the  refpect  1 
bear  to  the  more  delicate  part  of  my 
readers,  the  notoriety  of  the  fact 
prevents  me  from  palling  over  ia 
this  place,  thofe  parts  of  the  body*, 
which  our  'more  ('crapulous,  but 
lefs  natural  manners  forbid  me  to 
deferibe  any  other  ways  than  by  the 
means  of  circumlocution,  Latin 
terms,  or  other  uncouth,  and  to 
moft  readers,  unintelligible  denomi¬ 
nations  and  expedients.  But  thofe 
who  affeht  this  kind  of  referve  mull 
pardon  me,  if  I  cannot  wrap  up 
matters  with  the  nicety  their  mo- 
defty  requires ;  as  my  duty  obliges 
me  to  (how  how  much  the  world 
has  been  milled,  and  the  Hottentot 
nation  been  mifreprefented ;  inas¬ 
much  as  the  Hottentot  women  have 
been  deferibed,  and  believed  to  be, 
in  refpeeft  to  their  (exual  parts, 
monfters  by  nature  ;  and  that  the 
men  were  made  fuch  by  a  barbarous 
cuiiom.  It  has  been  thought, 
example^  that  thefe  latter  were,  at 
D  •  the 
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the  age  of  ten  years,  by  a  kind  of 
captation,  deprived  of  one  of  thofe 
organs,  which  nature  gives  to  every 
male,  as  being  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  the  propagation  of  his  fpecies ; 
and  that  the  former,  or  the  women, 
have  before  their  privy  parts  a  na¬ 
tural  veil  or  covering,  a  circum- 
ftance  unheard  of  in  the  females  of 
any  other  part  of  the  globe. 

<c  Deferring  to  a  farther  oppor¬ 
tunity  the  arguments  which  are  de- 
ducible  from  the  abfurdity  of  the 
thing  itfelf,  a  Ad  the  little  depend¬ 
ence  to  be  had  on  the  teftimonv  of 
the  relater,  I  fhall  only  in  this  place 
prefent  the  reader  with  what  I  am 
in  a  condition  to  relate  with  abfo- 
lute  certainty,  being  the  refult  of 
the  enquiries,  which  out  of  a  due 
regard  to  truth,  and  in  refpect  to 
the  importance  of'  the  fubjedt,  I 
thought  mvfelf  obliged  to  make. 

44  The  men  are  at  prefent  by  no 
means  menorchides,  though,  per¬ 
haps,  the  time  has  been  when  they 
were  fo  :  feme  other  time,  however, 

I  fhall  make  a  finder  enquiry  into 
the  matter,  and  thus  give  m y  read¬ 
ers  an  opportunity  of  judging  for 
themfelves. 

ii  The  women  have  no  parts  un¬ 
common  to  the  reft  of  their  fex  ; 
but  the  clitoris  and  nymph ae,  parti¬ 
cularly  of  thofe  who  are  paft  their 
youth,  are  in  general  pretty  much 
elongated  ;  a  peculiarity  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  has  got  footing  in  this 
nation,  in  confequence  of  the  re¬ 
laxation  neceflar.ily  produced  by  the 
method  they  have  of  befmearing 
their  bodies,  their  (lothfulnefs,  and 
the  warmth  of  the  climate. 

a  In  order  to  (midi  the  picture  I 
have  here  given  of  the  Hottentots, 
the  next  thing  I  have  to  delcribe  is 
their  drefs,  and  method  of  painting 
Themfelves.  This  latter  (if  paint¬ 
ing  it  may  be  called)  confifts  in  be- 
fniearing  their  bodies  all  over  moil 


copioufly  with  fat,  in  which  there 
is  mixed  up  a  little  foot.-  This  is 
never  wiped  off :  on  the  contrary, 

I  never  law  them  ufe  any  thing  to 
clean  their  (kins,  excepting  that 
when,  in  greafing  the  wheels  of 
their  waggons,  their  hands  were  be- 
fmeared  with  tar  and  pitch,  they 
ufed  to  get  it  off  very  eafily  with 
cow-dung,  at  the  fame  time  rub¬ 
bing  their  arms  into  the  bargain  up 
to  the  fhoulders  with  this  coffnetic  : 
fo  that  as  the  duft  and  other  filth, 
together  with  their  footy  ointment 
and  the  fweat  of  their  bodies,  muft 
neceffarily,  notwithftanding  it  is 
continually  wearing  off,  in  fom« 
meafure  adhere  to  the  fkin  :  it  con¬ 
tributes  not  a  little  to  conceal  the 
natural  hue  of  the  latter,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  change  it  from  a  bright 
umber-brown  to  a  brownifh-yellow 
colour  obfeured  with  filth  and  naf- 
tinefs. 

u  What  has  enabled  me  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  natural  complexion  of  the 
Hottentots  to  be  of  an  umberqjmllow 
colour,  was  merely  the  fcrupulous 
nicety  of  forne  few  farmers  wives, 
who  made  one  or  two  of  their  Hot¬ 
tentot  girls  fcower  their  (kins,  that 
they  might  not  be  too  filthy  to  fook 
after  their  children,  or  to  do  any 
other  buiinefs  that  required  clean- 
linefs. 

“  It  is  afleried  by  many  of  the 
colonifts,  that  by  this  (cowering 
and  wafhing  the  Hottentots  looks 
are  not  at  all  improved.  They 
feein  to  think,  that  their  natural 
yellow-brown  hue  was  to  the  full 
as  difagreeable  as  that  which  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  their  befmearins:  them- 
feives  ;  and  that  a  befmeared  Hot- 
tentos  looks  lefs  naked,  as  it  were, 
and  more  complete,  than  one  in  his 
natural  ftate  ;  and  that  the  (kin  of  a 
Hottentot  imgreafed  feems  to  exhi¬ 
bit  fome  defect  in  drefs,  like  dices 
that  want  blacking,  &c*  Whether 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  HOTTENTOTS.  [51] 


tliis  fancy  is  moil  founded  incuftom 
or  in  the  nature  of  things,  I  fftaii 
leave  to  others  to  determine. 

u  Beiides  the  pleafure  the  Hot¬ 
tentots  enjoy  in  befmearing  their 
bodies  from  head  to  foot,  they  like- 
wife  perfume  them  with  a  powder 
of  herbs,  with  which  they  powder 
both  their  heads  and  bodies,  rub¬ 
bing-  it  in  all  over  them  when  they 
befmear  themfelves.  The  odour  of 
it  is  at  the  fame  time  rank  and  aro¬ 
matic  (narcotico  feu  papaverino 
fpirans)  and  ieems  to  come  nearer! 
to  that  of  the  poppy  mixed  with 
fpices.  The  plants  ufed  for  this 
purpofe  are  various  fpecies  of  the 
diofma,  called  by  the  Hottentots 
btteku,  and  confidered  by  them  as 
poflefling  great  virtues  in  curing 
diforders.  Some  of  thefe  lpecies  are 
very  common  round  aboutthe  Cape ; 
but  one  particular  fort,  which  I  am 
told  grows  about  GoudVfiver,  is 
faid  to  be  fo  valuable,  that  no  more 
than  a  thimble  full  of  it  is  given  in 
exchange  for  a  lamb. 

“  The  Hottentots,  with  their 
fkins  drefled  up  with  greafe  and  foot, 
and  bucku-powrder,  are  by  this 
means  in  a  great  meafure  defended 
from  the  influence  of  the  air,  and 
may  in  a  manner  reckon  themfelves 
full  drefled.  In  other  refpedls,  both 
men  and  women  are  wont  to  appear 
quite  undreflcd  ;  indeed,  I  may  fay, 
naked,  except  a  trilling  covering, 
with  which  they  always  conceal 
certain  parts  of  their  bodies. 

“  With  the  men  this  covering 
conflfts  of  a  bag  or  flap  made  of 
lkin,  hanging  quite  open,  the  hol¬ 
low  part  of  which  feems  defigned 
to  receive  that  which  with  us  mo- 
defly  requires  to  be  concealed  ;  but 
as  this  piece  of  furniture  is  only 
fattened  by  a  frnall  part  of  its  upper 
end  to  a  narrow  belt  in  other  re- 
fpebls  hanging  quite  loofe,  it  is  but 
a  very  imperfebt  concealment  -  and 


when  the  wearer  is  walking  or  o« 
therwife  in  motion, it  is  noneat  all* 
They  call  this  purfe  by  the  Dutch 
name  of  jackal!,  the  name  of  an 
animal  of  the  fox  kind  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  as  it  is  aim  of!  always  prepared 
of  the  fkin  of  this  creature,  with 
the  hairy  tide  turned  outwards. 

ii  As  another  covering,  which 
decency  requires  of  the  men,  we 
ought  perhaps  to  coniider  the  two 
leather  ftraps,  which  generally  hang 
from  the  bottom  of  the  chine  of  the 
back  down  upon  the  thighs  ;  each 
of  them  being  of  the  form  of  an 
ifofceles  triangle,  with  their  points 
or  upper  ends  fattened  on  the  belt 
juft  mentioned,  and  with  their 
bafes,  at  fartheft  three  fingers  broad, 
hanging  careletly  down.  Thefe 
ftraps  have  very  little  dreffing  be¬ 
llowed  upon  them,  fo  that  they 
make  fomewhat  of  a  rattling  as  the 
Hottentot  runs  along  ;  and  proba¬ 
bly  by  fanning  him,  ferve  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  agreeable  coolnefs.  The 
only  and  real  inrention,  however, 
of  this  part  of  their  drefs,  is  faid  to 
be  to  dole  a  certain  orifice  when 
they  lit  down.  They  are  at  that 
time,  in  like  manner,  brought  for¬ 
wards,  each  on  its  particular  lide, 
fo  as  to  cover  and  clofe  over  the 
little  flap  above  defcribed ;  for,  faid 
they  to  me,  thefe  pans  fhould  by 
no  means  be  uncovered  when  one 
fits,  especially  at  meals.  Never* 
thelefs,  I  obferved  them  fometimes 
neglebt  this  decent  cuilom. 

u  Among  the  Hottentots,  as  well 
as  in  all  probability  among  the  reft 
of  mankind  difperfed  over  the  whole 
globe,  we  mull  acknowledge  the 
fair  fex  to  be  the  inoft  model!  ;  for 
the  females  of  this  nation  cover 
themfelves  much  more  fcrupuloilfly 
than  the  men.  They  feldom  con¬ 
tent  themfelves  with  one  covering* 
but  almoft  always  have  two,  and 
very  often  three.  Thefe  are  made 
D  z  o 
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of  a  prepared  and  well-greafed  fkin, 
and  are  fattened  about,  their  bodies 
with  a  thong,  almoft  like  the  aprons 
of  our  ladies.  The  outermott  is 
always  the  largeft,  meafuring  from 
about  fix  inches  to  a  foot  over. 
This  is  likewife  generally  the  fineft 
and  moft  fliowy,  and  frequently  a- 
dorned  with  glals  beads  ttrung  in 
different  figures,  in  a  manner  that 
fliows,  even  among  the  un.palifh.ed 
Hottentots,  the  fupeiqor  talents  and 
tatte  of  the  fair  fex  relative  to  drefs 
and  ornament,  as  well  as  their 
powers  of  invention  and  difpofition 
to  fet  off  their  perfons  to  the  beft 
advantage. 

14  The  outermott  apron,  which 
is  chiefly  intended  for  fliqw  and  pa- 
jrade,  reaches  about  half  way  down 
the  thighs.  The  middle  one  is  a- 
bout  a  third,  or  one  half  lefs,  and 
is  laid  by  them  to  be  neceffary  by 
way  of  referve,  and  as  an  additional 
entrenchment  of  modefty,  when 
their  gala-garment  is  laid  afide. 
The  third,  or  innermott,  which  is 
fcarcely  larger  than  one’s  hand,  is 
faid  to  be  ufeful  at  certain  periods, 
which  are  much  lefs  troublefome  to 
the  fair  fex  here  than  in  Europe. 
All  thefe  aprons,  however,  even  to 
that  which  is  decorated  with  beads, 
are  not  lefs  befmeared  and  greafy 
than  their  bodies. 

44  So  that  it  was  probably  fome 
of  thefe  aprons,  particularly  the  in¬ 
nermott,  which  milled  the  reverend 
Jefuit  'Packard,  who,  on  his  return 
to  Europe,  firft  propagated  thofe 
ffories  concerning  the  natural  veils 
or  exereicences  of  the  Hottentot  ro- 
men.  Thefe  females,  moreover, 
tare  careful,  as  a  matter  of  decency, 
to  ,pull  their  aprons  tight  about 
them,  fo  as  to  reach  under  their 
feat  when  they  fit  down. 

44  In  other  refpedts,  the  garment 
ivom  by  the  Hottentots  for  cover- 

% 


ing  their  bodies  is  a  fheep-fkin,  with 
the  woolly  fide  turned  inwards  ; 
this  peliffe,  or  a  cloak  made  of  fome 
fmaller  fur,  is  tied  forwards  over 
the  breatt.  When  the  weather  is 
not  cold,  they  let  it  hang  loofeover 
their  fhoulders  in  acarelefs  manner, 
when  it  reaches  down  to  the  calves 
of  the  legs,  leaving  the  lower  part 
of  the  breatt,  ftornach,  and  fore 
part  of  the  legs  and  thighs  bare  $ 
but  in  rainy  and  cold  weather  they 
wrap  it  round  them ;  fo  that  the 
fore  part  of  the  body  likewife,  is  in 
fome  meafure  covered  with  it  as  fat 
as  below  the  knees. 

u  As  one  fheep-fkin  alone  Is  not 
fufficient  for  this  purpofe,  there  is 
a  piece  fewed  on  at  the  top  on  each 
fide,  (or  to  fpeak  more  properly), 
fattened  on  with  a  thong,  finew,  or 
catgut.  In  warmer  weather  they 
wear  this  cloak  fometimes  with  the 
hairy  fide  outwards,  but  in  that  cafe 
they  oftener  take  it  off  entirely  and 
carry  it  on  their  arms.  In  general, 
the  Hottentots  do  not  often  burden 
themfelves  with  a  great  many 
changes  of  thefe  cloaks  or  kroffes 
(as  they  call  them  in  broken  Dutch), 
but  are  content  with  one,  which 
ferves  them  at  the  fame  time  for 
clothing  and  bedding  ;  and  in  this 
they  lie  on  the  bare  ground,  draw¬ 
ing  themfelves  up  In  a  heap  fo  dole, 
efpecially  when  the  weather  is  cold, 
that  this  krofs  (as  they  call  it)  orka- 
rofs,  is  quite  fufficient  to  cover  them. 

44  The  cloak,  or  karofs,  which, 
is  ufed  by  the  women  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  does  not  differ  from  thofe 
ufed  by  the  men  in  any  other  re- 
fpedf,  than  that  the  women  have  a 
long  peak  on  their  karoffes,  which 
they  turn,  up,  forming  with  it  a 
hood  or  little  pouch,  with  the  hairy 
fide  inwards.  In  this  they  cafry 
their  little  children,  to  which  their 
mothers  breatts  arc  now  and  then 

thrown 
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thrown  over  the  fhoulders,  a  prac¬ 
tice  that  likewiie  prevails  with  feme 
other  nations. 

44  The  men  in  general  wear  no 
peculiar  covering  on  their  heads. 
I  fcarcely  remember  to  have  feen  a- 
bove  two,  that  had  a  cap  made  of  a 
greafed  fkin,  the  fur  of  which  had 
been  taken  off  in  the  preparation. 
Thofe  who  live  neareft  to  the  colo- 
niffs,  fancy  the  European  hats,  wear¬ 
ing  them  douched  all  round,  or  elfe 
with  one  fide  turned  up. 

a. 

44  The  women  in  like  manner 
frequently  go  bare-headed.  When 
they  cover  their  heads,  it  is  with  a 
cap  in  the  form  of  a  fhort  truncated 
cone.  It  is  made  without  any  featn, 
of  the  fegment  of  fome  animal’s' 
fromach,  and  is  as  black  as  foot 
mixed  up  with  fat  can  make  it. 
Thefe  are  frequently  fo  prepared,  as 
to  look  as  if  they  were  fhaggy,  and 
others  again  like  velvet,  and  upon 
the  whole  make  a  tolerably  hand- 
lbme  appearance. 

44  Over  this  cap  they  fometimes 
wear  another  ornament,  confiding 
of  an  oval  wreath,  or,  if  the  reader 
pleafes,  a  crown  made  of  a  buffa- 
loe’s  hide,  with  the  brown  hair 
outwards.  This- is  about  the  breadth 
of  four  fingers  in  height,  and  fur- 
rounds  the  head  fo  as  to  go  a  little 
way  down  upon  the  forehead,  and 
the  fame  depth  into  the  neck  be¬ 
hind,  without  covering  the  upper 
part  of  the  cap  above  deferibed. 
Both  edyes  of  this  wreath,  as  'well 
the  lower  one  on  which  it  reds,  as 
the  upper  one,  are  always  fmooth 
and  even,  and  each  of  them  fet 
with  a  row  of  fmall  fhells,  of  the 
cyprea  kind,  to  the  number  of  more 
than  thirty,  in  a  manner,  that  be¬ 
ing  placed  quite  clofe  to  each  other, 
their  beautiful  white  enamel,  toge¬ 
ther  with  their  mouths,  is  turned 
outwards.  Between  thefe  two  rows 
of  fhells  run  one  or  two  more  in  a 
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parallel  line,  or  elfe  are  waved  or 
indented  in  various  tades.  It  may 
eafily  be  imagined,  what  a  pretty 
effect  thefe  fhells  have,  flicking  out 
of  the  brown  fur  of  the  buffaloe’s 
fkin,  and  at  the  fame  time,  with 
what  additional  charms  a  greafy 
HoCtentot  dame  appears  in  a  cap 
wreath  to  the  full  as  greafy  as  her- 
felf.  '  - 

44  The  ears  of  Hottentots  are 
never  adorned  with  any  pendant  or 
other  ornament  hanging  from  them, 
any  more  than  the  nofe,  as  they 
both  are  among  other  favages  :  this 
latter,  however,  is  fometimes  by 
way  of  greater  date,  marked  with' 
a  black  dreak  of  foot,  or,  more  rare¬ 
ly  indeed,  with  a  large  fpot  of  red- 
lead  ;  of  which  latter,  however,  on 
high  days  and  holidays,  they  like- 
wife  put  a  little  on  their  cheeks. 

44  The  necks  of  the  men  are 
bare,  but  thofe  of  the  women  are 
decorated  with  what  is,  in  their  opi¬ 
nion,  a  great  ornament.  It  coniifts 
of  a  thong  of  undrelled  leather, 
upon  which  are  drung  eight  or  ten 
fhells.  The*!,  which  are  about  the 
lize  of  beans,  have  a  white  ground, 
with  large  black  foots  of  different 
fizes ;  but  as  they  are  always  made 
ufe  of  in  a  burnifhed  date,  I  cannot 
fay  with  any  degree  of  certainty, 
whether  they  ate  of  that  fort  which 
is  received  in  theSydem  of  Nature 
under  the  denomination  of  nerita 
albicilla,  or  exuvia.  Appearing 
collectively  in  the  form  of  a  neck¬ 
lace,  they  certainly  adorn  the  greafy 
part  they  are  hung  upon,  though 
perhaps  not  in  proportion  to  the 
price  at  which  they  are  obtained  ; 
for  thefe  fhells  are  commonly  fold 
for  not  lefs  than  a  (beep  a-piece,  as 
it  is  faid  they  are  to  be  had  no 
where  elfe  than  on  the  mod  didant 
coad  of  Caffria. 

<4  The  lower  part  of  the  body  is 
the  principal  place  on  which  both 
D  3  festes. 
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fexes,  by  more  fhowy  ornaments, 
feemingly  wilh  to  fix  each  other’s  at¬ 
tention.  For  though  they  Very 
much  fanc}q  and  confequentiy  pur- 
chafe  the  beads  of  Europe,  efpe- 
cially  the  blue  and  white  ones  of  the 
lize  of  a  pea,  yet  the  women  rarely, 
and  the  men  never,  wear  them  a- 
bout  their  neck  ;  though  both  fexes 
tie  one  or  more  rows  of  thefe  beads 
round  their  middle,  next  the  girdle 
to  which  the  coverings  or  aprons 
above  mentioned  are  faffened, 

u  To  conclude,  another  orna¬ 
ment  in  ufe  with  both  fexes,  is 
rings  on  their  arms  and  legs.  Mod 
of  thefe  rings  are  made  of  thick 
leather  flraps,  generally  cut  in  a 
circular  fhape,  which  by  being  beat 
and  held  over  the  fire,  are  rendered 
tough  enough  to  retain  the  curva¬ 
ture  that  is  given  them.  It  is  thefe 
rings  that  have  given  rife  to  the  al- 
fnoll  univerfally  received  notion, 
that  the  Hottentots  wrap  guts  about 
their  legs,  in  order  to  eat  them  pc- 
cahonally.  The  men  wear  from 
one  to  live  or  fix  of  thefe  rings  on 
their  arms,  juft  above  the  wriif,  but 
feldom  any  on  their  legs.  The  ma¬ 
trons  of  a  higher  rank  frequently 
have  a  conliderable  number  of  them 
both  on  their  arms  and  legs,  efpe- 
daily  on  the  latter,  lb  that  they  are 
covered  with  them  from  the  feet  up 
to  their  knees.  Thefe  rings  are  of 
various  thickneffes,  viz.  fometimes 
of  that  of  a  goofe-quill,  and  fome¬ 
times  two  or  three  times  that  lize. 
Now  and  then  they  are  made  of 
pieces  of  leather,  forming  one  en¬ 
tire  ring,  fo  that  the  arms  and  feet 
mull  be  put  through  them  when 
the  wearer  willies  to  pi  them  on. 
Upon  the  legs  they  are  fining  on, 
fmail  and  great,  one  with  another, 
without  any  peculiar  nicety  ;  and 
are  fo  much  larger  than  the  legs,  as 
fo  lliake  off  and  get  twilled,  when 
the  wearer  walks  or  is  in  motion. 

I  \  -  V*;  V  r  ■  M*  /  .  „  •  ■  * 


“  It  may  ealily  be  imagined,  that 
thefe  rino-s  give  the  good  Hottentot 
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matrons  a  world  of  trouble,  as  well 
in  the  wear  as  in  the  preparation  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  are  not  a  little 
clumfy  and  ponderous,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  fevcral  other  inconveniencies. 
But  fuch  is  the  peculiar  turn  of 
mankind,  that  from  the  Hottentot, 
as  unconftrained  as  rude  in  his  man¬ 
ners,  to  thofe  nations  which  carry 
the  arts  and  fciences  to  the  higheit 
degree  of  perfection,  they  are  uni- 
verfally  apt  to  fall  into  fuch  modes 
of  drefs,  as  are  not  only  ufelefs, 
but  likewife  in  a  great  meafure  im» 
prifon  their  bodies  and  limbs. 

u  Rings  of  iron  or  copper,  but 
efpecially  of  brafs,  of  the  lize  of  a 
goofe-quill,  are  conlidered  as  gen- 
teeler  and  more  valuable  than  thofe 
made  of  leather.  They  are,  how¬ 
ever,  fometimes  worn  along  with 
thefe  latter,  to  the  number  of  fix  or 
eight  at  a  time,  particularly  on  the 
arms.  The  girls  are  not  allowred  to 
ufe,  any  rings,  till  they  are  mar¬ 
riageable.  A  traveller,  that  was 
pamng  through  the  difiridt  of  Zwel- 
lendam,  endeavoured  to  alfail  the 
chaftity  of  a  Hottentot  girl,  about 
iixteen  or  feventeen  years  of  age, 
but  in  every  other  refpedt  quite  a 
woman :  it  is  laid,  however,  that 
fhe  refuted  his  prefents  and  offers, 
principally  for  this  reafon,  that  the 
old  people  in  her  craal  had  not  yet 
inve.it  ed  her  with  the  privilege  of 
wearing  rings.  Whether  this  fame 
law  prevails  in  every  craal,  I  can¬ 
not  pretend  to  fay  ;  but  it  does  not 
feem  extremely  probable  tome,  that 
the  girls  in  every  craal  are  fo  obe¬ 
dient  to  the  laws. 

u  The  Hottentots  feldom  wear 
any  Ihoes.  Thofe  that  are  in  life 
with  the  Hottentots  hereabouts,  as 
well  as  a  great  many  more  of  their 
countrymen,  are  of  the  form  we 
have  before  reprefentsd.  The  fame 
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are  worn  likewife  by  moft  of  the 
African  peafants,  and,  as  I  have 
iince  heard,  by  the  Efthonians  and 
Livonians,  and  alfo  by  feme  Fin¬ 
landers  ;  fo  that  I  cannot  fay  for 
certain,  whether  they  are  the  in¬ 
vention  of  the  Hottentots,  or  brought 
to  them  by  the  Dutch.  The  lea¬ 
ther  of  which  thefe  flioes  are 
made  is  undreffed,  with  the  hairy 
lide  outwards  ;  and  undergoes  no 
other  preparation  than  that  of  be- 
in^  beat  and  moiflened.  If  it  be  of 
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a  thick  or  front  fort,  as  for  exam¬ 
ple,  of  buffaloe’s  hide,  it  is  befides 
kept  fome  hours  in  cow-dung,  by 
which  means  it  is  rendered  very  fort 
and  pliable.  Afterwards  fome  kind 
of  yreafe  is  made  ufe  of,  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  The  flioes  are  then  made 
of  this  leather  in  the  following 
manner  :  they  take  a  piece  of  lea¬ 
ther  of  a  rectangular  form,  fome- 
thino-  longer  and  broader  than  the 
foot  of  the  perfon  for  whom  the 
lhoes  are  intended.  The  two  fore- 
moil  corners  are  doubled  up  toge¬ 
ther,  and  fewed  down,  fo  as  to  co¬ 
ver  the  forepart  of  the  foot.  This 
feam  may  be  avoided,  and  the  flioes 
may  be  made  much  neater  at  the 
toes,  by  fitting  immediately  over 
them  a  cap  taken  from  the  mem¬ 
brane  in  the  knee-joint  of  the  hind 
leg  of  fome  animal.  Nowin  order 
to  make  this  piece  of  fkin  or  leather 
rife  up  to  the  height  of  an  inch  on 
both  fides  of  the  foot,  and  clofe  it 
in  neatly,  it  is  pierced  with  holes  at 
fmall  diflances  round  the  edge,  as 
far  as  the  hind  quarters,  and  through 
thefe  holes  is  palled  a  thong,  by 
which  the  rim  is  drawn  up  into  ga¬ 
thers  :  farther,  in  order  to  make 
flrong  hind-quarters,  the  back  part 
of  the  piece  of  leather  is  doubled 
inwards,  and  then  raifed  up  and 
preffed  along  the  heel.  The  ends 
of  the  thong,  or  gathering-firing, 
ate  then  threaded  on  both  Tides 


through  the  upper  edge  of  the  hind¬ 
quarters  to  the  height  of  about  two 
inches  :  they  are  then  carried  for¬ 
wards,  in  order  to  be  drawn  through 
two- of  the  above  mentioned  holes 
on  the  inlide  of  each  rim.  They 
are  then  tied  over  the  inflep,  or,  if 
it  be  thought  neceffary  to  tie  the 
fhoe  failer,  they  are  carried  crofT- 
ways  over  the  inflep,  and  fo  down¬ 
wards  under  the  thong,  which  comes 
out  from  the  hind-quarters,  then 
upwards  again  over  the  ankle,  and 
even  round  the  leg  itfelf,  if  the 
wearer  chufes. 

u  Shoes  of  this  kind  are  certainly 
not  without  their  advantages.  They 
fit  as  neat  upon  the  foot  as  a  (lock¬ 
ing,  and  at  the  fame  time  preferve 
their  form.  They  are  eaiily  kept 
foft  and  pliable,  by  conftantly  wear¬ 
ing  them.  Should  they  at  any  time 
grow  rather  hard  above  the  edge, 
this  is  eaiily  remedied  by  beating 
them  and  grealing  them  a  little. 
They  are  extremely  light  and  cool, 
by  reafon  that  they  do  not  cover  fo 
much  of  the  foot  as  a  common  fhoe 
does.  They  wear  very  well,  as 
they  are  without  any  feam,  and  the 
lbles,  or  rather  bottoms  of  the 
flioes,  are  both  tough  and  yielding. 
As  flioes  of  the  common  tanned  lea¬ 
ther  are  burnt  up,  as  it  were,  and 
are  apt  to  flip  and  hide  about  in  the 
fcorching  African  fands,  and  at  the 
fame  time  are  eaiily  torn  in  a  flony 
and  rocky  foil,  thefe  held  flioes,  as 
they  are  called,  made  of  almoft  raw 
leather,  are  much  more  durable. 
Thefe  may  be  likewife  had  at  a 
much  inferior  price,  as  the  leather 
ufed  in  the  making  of  them  is  al¬ 
moft  entirely  undreffed  ;  and  a  man 
can  make  himfelf  a  pair  of  them  in 
the  fpace  of  an  hour  or  two.  Some 
advantage,  efpcci ally  with  regard  to 
ceconomy,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
accrue,  if  the  ufe  of  thefe  fhoes 
was,  in  fome  meafure,  introduced 
I)  4  apiongft 
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among!!  us,  particularly  in  fumrner 
time.  To  Tailors  they  would  Teem, 
as  being  very  light,  to  be  particu¬ 
larly  ufeful.  I  have  brought  home 
with  me  a  pair  of  them,  that  I  wore 
in  my  expedition  into  the  country, 
that  they  may  ferve  for  a  model,  in 
cafe  any  body  fhould  be  inclined  to 
have  a  pair  made  by  way  of  making 
a  trial  of  them.  Whatever  is  ufe¬ 
ful,  whether  it  comes  from  Paris  or 
the  country  of  the  Kottentos,  alike 
defer ves  our  attention  and  imita 
tihn.  * 

44  The  Hottentos  who  live  in 
thefe  parts,  or  within  the  bounda¬ 
ries  of  the  Dutch  colonies,  feldom 
make  ufe  of  any  weapons.  Here 
and  there,  indeed,  a  man  will  fur- 
nidi  himfelf  with  a  javelin,  by  way 
of  defence  again!!  the  wolves  :  this 
is  called  a  haffagai,  and  will  be  de¬ 
scribed  farther  on,  when  we  come 
to  fpeak  of  the  more  diflan  t  nations 
of  the  Hottentots. 

44  Their  habitations  are  as  Ample 
as  their  drefs,  and  equally  adapted 
to  the  wandering  paftoral  life  they 
lead  in  thofe  parts.  In  fad!,  they 
fcarcely  merit  any  other  name  than 
that  of  huts  :  though,  perhaps,  as 
Spacious  and  eligible  as  the  tents 
and  dwelling-places  of  the  patri¬ 
archs,  at  lead  they  are  fufficientfor 
the  Hottentot’s  wants  and  deiires  ; 
who  may  therefore  be  conlidered  as 
a  happy  man,  in  being  able  in  this 
point  likewiie  fo  eafily  to  fatisfy 
them.  The  great  Simplicity  of  them 
is,  perhaps,  the  reafon,  why  in  a 
Hottentot’s  craal,  or  village,  the 
Tuts  are  all  built  exadlly  alike  •  and 
that  one  meets  there  with  a  fpecies 
of  architedlure,  that  does  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  contribute  to  keep  envy  from  i  a - 
iinuating  itfelf  under  their  roofs. 
The  equality  of  fortune  and  happi- 
nefs  in  fome  meafure  enjoyed  by 
thefe  people,  cannot  but  have  a  lin¬ 
gular  efledt  in  preventing  their 
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breads  from  being  disturbed  by  this 
baneful  paiflon. 

44  Every  hut  is  difpofed  in  the 
following  manner.  Some  of  them 
are  of  a  circular,  and  others  of  ail 
oblong  Shape,  refembling  a  round 
bee-hive  or  a  vault.  The  ground- 
plot  is  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four 
feet  in  diameter.  The  higheft  of 
them  are  fo  low,  that  ,  even  in  the 
centre  of  the  arch,  it  is  fcarcely 
ever  poffible  for  a  middle-ftzed  man 
to  Hand  upright.  But  neither  the 
lownefs  thereof,  nor  that  of  the 
door,  which  is  but  juft  three  feet 
high,  can  perhaps  be  conlidered  as 
any  inconvenience  to-  a  Hottentot, 
who  finds  no  difficulty  in  Hooping 
and  crawling  on  all  fours,  and  who 
is  at  any  time  more  inclined  to  lie 
down  than  Hand. 

44  The  fire-place  is  in  the  middle 
of  each  hut,  by  which  means  the 
walls  are  not  fo  much  expofed  to 
dancer  from  fire.  From  this  iitua- 
tion  of  their  fire-place,  the  Hotten¬ 
tots  likewife  have  this  additional 
advantage,  that  when  they  fit  or  lie 
in  a  circle  round  the  Are,  the  whole 
company  equally  enjoys  the  bene  At 
of  its  warmth. 

44  The  door,  low  as  it  is,  is  the 
only  place  that  lets  in  the  day-light ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  the  only’  out¬ 
let  that  is  left  for  the  fmoke.  The 
Hottentot,  inured  to  it  from  his  in¬ 
fancy,  fees  it  hover  round  him, 
without  feeling  the  leaf!  inconveni¬ 
ence  arifing  from  it  to  his  eyes  : 
while  lying  at  the  bottom  of  his  hut 
in  the  midft  of  the  cloud  rolled  up 
like  a  hedgehog,  and  wrapped  up 
fnug  in  his  fheep-fkin,  he  is  now 
and  then  obliged  to  peep  out  from 
beneath  if.  in  order  to  ftir  the  Are, 
or  perhaps  light  his  pipe,  or  elle 
fometimes  to  turn  the  fteak  he  is 
broiling  over  the  coals. 

44  The  materials  for  thefe  huts 
are  by  no  means  difficult  to  be  pro¬ 
cured 
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Aired  ;  and  the  manner  of  putting 
them  together  being  both  neat  and 
inartificial,  merits  commendation  in 
a  Hottentot,  and  is  very  fuitable  to 
his  charadter.  The  frame  of  this 
arched  roof,  as  I  have  defcribed  it 
above,  is  eompofed  of  llender  rods 
or  fprays  of  trees.  Thefe  rods, 
being  previoufly  bent  into  a  proper 
form,  are  laid,  either  whole  or 
pieced,  fome  parallel  with  each  o- 
ther,  others  croflwifs  :  they  are  then 
lengthened,  by  binding  others 
round  them  in  a  circular  form  with 
withies.  Thefe  withies,  as  well  as 
the  rods  themfelves,  are  taken,  as 
well  as  I  can  recoiled!,  chiefly  from 
the  cliffortia  conoides,  which  grows 
plentifully  in  this  country  near  the 
rivers.  Large  mats  are  then  placed 
very  neatly  over  this  lattice-work, 
fo  as  perfectly  to  cover  the  whole. 
The  aperture  which  is  left  for  the 
door  is  clofed,  whenever  there  is 
occalion  for  it,  with  a  ikin  fitted  to 
it,  or  a  piece  of  matting*  Thefe 
mats  are  made  of  a  kind  of  cane  or 
reed.  Thefe  reeds,  being  laid  pa¬ 
rallel  to  each  other,  are  faffened  to¬ 
gether  with  finews  or  catgut,  or 
elfe  fome  kind  of  packthread,  fuch 
as  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
getting  from  the  Europeans.  They 
have  it,  therefore,  in  their  power, 
to  make  their  mats  as  long  as  they 
chufe,  and  at  the  fame  time  as 
broad  as  the  length  of  the  ruth  will 
admit  of,  viz.  from  fix  to  ten  feet. 
This  fame  kind  of  matting  is  now 
made  ufe  of  likewife  by  the  colo- 
nifls,  next  to  the  tilts  of  their  wag¬ 
gons,  by  way  of  preventing  the 
fail-cloth  from  being  rubbed  and 
worn  by  them,  as  well  as  of  help¬ 
ing  to  keep  out  the  rain. 

When  a  Hottentot  has  a  mind  to 
take  his  houfe  down  and  remove  his 
dwelling,  he  lays  all  his  mats,  fkins, 
and  iprays  on  the  backs  of  his  cat¬ 
tle,  which  to  a  if  ranger  makes  a 


monftrous,  unwieldy,  and,  indeed, 
ridiculous  appearance, 

u  The  order  or  diftribution  of 
thefe  huts  in  a  craal  or  clan,  is  moft 
frequently  in  the  form  of  a  circle 
with  the  doors  inwards  :  by  this 
means  a  kind  of  yard  or  court  is 
formed,  where  the  cattle  is  kept  on 
nights.  The  milk,  as  foon  as  taken 
from  the  cow,  is  put  to  other  milk, 
which  is  curdled,  and  is  kept  in  a 
leather  fack  :  of  this  the  hairy  ii.de, 
being  confidered  as  the  cleanlier,  is 
turned  inwards  ;  fo  that  the  milk  is 
never  drank  while  k  is  fvveet.  In 
certain  northern  diftridts,  fuch  as 
Roggeveld,  or  Bokveld,  where  the 
land  is,  as  it  is  called,  carrow,  or 
dry  and  parched,  the  Hottentots, 
as  well  as  the  eolonifts,  are  fliep- 
herds. 

u  There  is  another  fpecies  of 
Hottentots,  \vho  have  got  the  name 
of  bofliies-men,  from  dwelling  in 
woody  mountainous  places.  Thefe, 
particularly  fuch  as  live  round  $- 
bout  Camdebo  arid  Sneeberg,  are 
fworn  enemies  to  the  paftoral  life. 
Some  of  their  uaxims  are,  to  live 
on  hunting  and  plunder,  and  never 
to  keep  any  animal  alive  for  the 
fpace  of  one  night.  By  this  means 
they  render  themfelves  odious  to 
the  reft  of  mankind,  and  are  pur- 
fued  and  exterminated  like  the  wild 
beafts,  whole  manners  they  have  af- 
fumed.  Others  of  them  again  are 
kept  aliv.e,  and  made  Haves  of* 
Their  weapons  are  poifoned  arrows, 
which,  {hot  out  of  a  fmall  bow, 
will  liy  to  the  diftance  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  paces  •  and  will  hit  a  mark 
with  a  tolerable  degree  of  certainty, 
at  the  diftance  of  fifty,  or  even  a 
hundred  paces.  From  this  diftance 
they  can  by  Health,  as  it  were,  con¬ 
vey  death  to  the  game  they  hunt 
for  food,  as  well  as  to  their  foes, 
and  even  to  fo  large  and  tremendous 
si  beaft  as  the  lion ;  this  noble  ani- 
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mal  thus  falling  by  a  weapon  which, 
perhaps,  it  defpifed,  or  even  did  not 
take  notice  of.  The  Hottentot,  in 
the  mean  time,  concealed  and  fafe 
in  his  ambufh,  is  abfclutely  certain 
of  the  operation  of  his  poifon,  which 
lie  always  culls  of  the  moft  virulent 
kind  ;  and  it  is  faid,  he  has  only  to 
wait  a  few  minutes,  in  order  to  fee 
the  wild  beaft  languifh.  and  die. 

44  The  dwellings  of  thefe  foes  to 
a  paftoral  life  are  generally  not  more 
agreeable,  than  their  maxinfs  and 
manners.  Like  the  wild  beads, 
bufnes  and  clifts  in  rocks  by  turns 
ferve  them  inftead  of  houfes;  and 
fome  of  them  are  laid  to  be  fo  far 
worfe  than  beads,  that  their  foil  has 
been  found  clofe  by  their  habita¬ 
tions.  A  great  many  of  them  are 
entirely  naked  ;  but  fuch  as  have 
been  able  to  procure  the  Ikin  of  any 
fort  of  animal,  great  or  final  1,  co¬ 
ver  their  bodies  with  it  from  the 
flioulders  downwards  as  far  as  it  will 
reach,  wearing  it  till  it  falls  off 
their  backs  in  rags.  As  ignorant  of 
agriculture  as  apes  and  monkies, 
like  them  they  are  obliged  to  wan¬ 
der  about  over  hills  and  dales  after 
certain  wild  roots,  berries,  and 
plants  (which  they  eat  raw)  in  or¬ 
der  to  fuftain  a  life  that  this  mifer- 
jtble  food  would  foon  extinguifh  and 
dcffroy,  were  they  ufed  to  better  fare. 

44  Their  table,  however,  is  fome- 
tlmes  compofed  of  feveral  other 
didies,  among  which  may  be  reckon¬ 
ed  the  larvae  of  infers,  or  thofe  kind 
of  caterpillars  from  which  butter¬ 
flies  are  generated  ;  and  in  like 
manner  a  fort  of  white  ants,  (the 
termes)  grafhoppers,  fnakes,  and 
Fome  forts  of  fpiderg.  With  all 
thefe  changes  of  diet,  the  boftiies- 
man  is  ncverthelefs  frequently  in 
want,  and  famifhed  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  as  to  waffe  almoft  to  a  fha- 
dow.  It  was  with  no  fmall  afto- 
miffement,  that  I  for  the  fir  ft  time 


faw  in  Lange  Kloof  a  lad  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  race  of  men,  with  his 
face,  arms,  legs  and  body  fo  mon- 
jftroufly  fmall  and  withered,  that  I 
could  not  have  been  induced  to 
fuppofe  but  that  he  had  been 
brought  to  that  date  by  the  fever 
that  was  epidemic  in  thofe  parts, 
had  I  not  feen  him  at  the  fame  time 
run  like  a  lapwing.  It  required 
but  a  few  weeks  to  bring  one  of 
thefe  ftarvelings  to  a  thriving  date, 
and  even  to  make  him  fat  ;  their 
ftomachs  being  ftrong  enough  to 
digeft  the  great  quantity  of  food 
with  which  they  are  crammed,  as 
they  may  be  rather  faid  to  bolt  than 
eat.  It  fometimes  happens,  indeed, 
that  they  cannot  long  retain  what 
they  have  taken  in ;  but  this  cir- 
cumftance,  it  is  faid,  does  not  hin¬ 
der  them  from  beginning  again 
upon  a  new  fcore. 

44  The  capture  of  flaves  from  a- 
mong  this  race  of  men  is  by  no 
means  difficult,  and  is  effected  in 
the  following  manner.  Several 
farmers,  that  are  in  want  of  fer- 
vants,  join  together,  and  take  a 
journey  to  that  part  of  the  country 
where  the  Bofhies~men  live.  They 
themfelves,  as  well  as  their  Lego- 
Hottentots,  or  elfe  fuch  Bofhies- 
men  as  have  been  caught  fome  time 
before,  and  have  been  trained  up 
to  fidelity  in  their  fervice,  endea¬ 
vour  to  fpy  out  where  the  wild 
Bofhies-men  have  their  haunts. 
This  is  heft  difcovered  by  the  fmoke 
of  their  fires.  They  are  found  in 
focieties  from  ten  to  fifty  and  a  hun¬ 
dred,  reckoning  great  and  fmall  to¬ 
gether,  Notwith (landing  this,  the 
farmers  will  venture  on  a  dark  night 
to  let  upon  them  with  fix  or  eight 
people,  which  they  contrive  to  do, 
by  previoufly  ftationing  rhemfelves 
at  fome  diftance  round  about  the 
craal.  They  then  give  the  alarm 
by  firing  a  gun  or  twro.  By  this 

means 
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means  there  is  fuch  a  condernation 
ipread  over  the  whole  body  ofthefe 
lavages,  that  it  is  only  the  mod; 
bold  and  intelligent  among  them,, 
that  have  the  courage  to  break 
through  the  circle  and  deal  off. 
These  the  captors  are  glad  enough 
to  get  rid  of  at  fo  eafy  a  rate,  be¬ 
ing  better  pleafed  with  thofe  that 
are  dupid,  timorous,  and  ft  ruck ' 
with  amazement,  and  who  confe- 
quently  allow  them feives  to  be  tak¬ 
en  and  carried  into  bondage.  They 
are,  however,  at  fird,  treated  by 
gentle  methods ;  that  is,  the  vic¬ 
tors  intermix  the  faired  promifes 
with  their  threats,  and  endeavour, 
if  pofiible,  to  flioot  fome  of  the 
larger  kinds  of  game  for  their  pri- 
foners,  fuch  as  buffaloes,  fea-cows, 
and  the  like.  Such  agreeable  baits, 
together  with  a  little  tobacco,  foon 
induce  them,  continually  cockered 
and  feaded  as  they  are,  to  go  with 
a  tolerable  degree  of  chearfulnels 
to  the  colonid’s  place  of  abode. 
There  this  luxurious  junketting 
upon  meat  and  fat  is  exchanged  for 
more  moderate  portions,  confiding 
for  the  mod  part  of  butter-milk,  fru¬ 
menty,  and  hady-pudding.  This 
diet,neverthelefs,  makes  the  Bofhies- 
nian,  as  I  faid  before,  fat  in  a  few 
weeks.  However,  he  foon  finds  his 
good  living  embittered  by  the  maun¬ 
dering  and  grumbling  of  his  mader 
.and  midrefs  The  words  t’guzeri 
and  t’gau.natfi,  which,  perhaps,  are 
bed  trandated  by  thofe  of  young 
forcerer  and  imp,  are  expreffions 
which  he  mull  frequently  put  up 
with,  and  fometimes  a  few  curfes 
and  blows  into  the  bargain  ;  and 
this  for  negledf,  remidnefs,  or  idle- 
nefs  :  which  lad  failure,  if  it  can¬ 
not  be  faid  to  be  born  with  him,  is 
however  in  a  manner  naturalifed  in 
him.  So  that,  both  by  nature  and 
cudom,  deteding  all  manner  of  la¬ 
bour,  and  now,  from  his  greater 
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corpulency,  becoming  dill  mor® 
ilothful,  and  having  beddes  been 
u fed  to  a  wandering  life,  fubjedf 
to  no  controul,  he  "mod  fenftbly 
feels  the  want  of  his  liberty.  No 
wonder  then,  that  he  generally  en¬ 
deavours  to  regain  it  by  making  his 
efcape  :  but  what  is  really  afubjedl 
for  wonder  is,  that,  when  one  of 
tbefe  poor  devils  runs  away  from 
his  fervice,  or  more  properly  bond¬ 
age,  he  never  takes  with  him  any¬ 
thing  that  does  not  belong  to  him, 

“  This  is  an  indance  of  mode¬ 
ration  in  the  favages  towards  their 
tyrants,  which  is  univerfally  attefi- 
ed.  and  at  the  fame  time  praifed  and 
admired  by  thecolonidsthemfelves ; 
Which,  however,  I  cannot  eafily  re¬ 
concile  with  what  I  have  learned  of 
the  human  heart.  Is  it  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  fearing*  to  meet 
with  harder  ufage  in  cafe  theyfhould 
be7  retaken  ?  Thus  far,  however, 
is  ceitam,  that  none  of  this  Ipecies 
of  Hottentots  are  much  given  to 
violence  or  revenge.  Free  from 
many  wants  'and  defires,  that  tor¬ 
ment  the  red  ci  mankind,  they  are 
little,  if  at  all,  addidted  to  thieving*, 
if  vve  except,  brandy,  ^tfdtuals,  and 
tobacco.  It  is  not  improbable  like- 
wife,  that  the  advantages  accruing 
from  a  theft  may  be  overlooked  bv* 
them,  when  their  thoughts  are  tak¬ 
en  up  with  regaining  their  liberty, 
the  greated  of  all  human  treafures. 
It  is  necellary  to  oblerve  here,  that 
lome  of  the  ^Hottentots  or  Bothies- 
men,  who  are  thus  forced  into  the 
fervice  of  the  colonids,  li  ve  infmall 
focieties  peaceably  and  quietly,  in 
defert  t rafts,  where  the  colonids 
cannot  eafily  come  at  them,  and  are 
fometimes  in. the  poffeffion  of  a  few 
cows.  Thefe  people  probably  ori¬ 
ginate  from  Bodiies-men  who  have 
run  away  from  the  colonid’s  fervice. 

“  I  mud  confefs,  that  the  Hot¬ 
tentots,  who  are  in  fome  hufband- 

1  men’s 
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men’s  fervice,  are  treated  in  the 
gentled  manner ;  and,  perhaps,  even 
without  ever  having:  a  ban'll  word 
given  them,  live  very  well  with  re¬ 
gard  to  provisions,  are  well  clad 
relatively  to  their  condition  in  life, 
and  are  very  comfortably  lodged, 
in  companion  of  what  others  are, 
in  their  own  draw  cottages.  The 
chief  of  their  buiinefs,  perhaps, 
eon  fids  in  tending-  a  herd  of  cattle 
or  flock  of  flieep  during  the  heat  of 
the  day,  when  they  have  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  Of  getting  into  a  gentle  ftate 
of  intoxication  by  fmoking-  tobacco  ; 
a  date  which  excites  in  them  fenfa- 
tions  of  as  agreeable  a  nature  as 
the  frenzy  produced  by  fpintuous 
liquors  and  opium  feems  to  afford 
to  many  others,  who  are  never  at 
cafe  but  when  they  can  procure 
themfelves  this  delicious  pleafure. 
And  yet,  though  they  may  thus  a- 
greeably  pafs  away  the  otherwiie 
tedious  hours  of  their  lives  in  fmok¬ 
ing  and  Sleep,  they  neverthelefs  ge¬ 
nerally  run  away.  The  coloniils 
wonder  at  this,  as  a  procedure  en¬ 
tirely  devoid  of  reafon  ;  without 
perceiving  that  in  fo  doing,  they 
fuppofe  the^Hottentots  not  endued 
with  a  deiire,  which  has  its  imme¬ 
diate  foundation  in  nature,  and 
which  is  common  to  the  human 
race,  and  even  to  mod  brute  ani¬ 
mals,  viz.  an  earned  longing  after 
their  birth-place,  and  families,  and 
efpecially  after  their  liberty. 

“  With  refpect  to  religion  and 
language,  the  Bofhies-men  agree 
in  a  great  meafure  with  the  more 
civilized  part  of  their  nation,  or 
the  Hottentots  properly  fo  called. 
Thefe  are  not  fenfible  of  the  exifl- 
ence  of  any  being,  who  is  the  ori¬ 
gin  and  ruler  of  all  things  ;  for,  on 
being  quedioned,  they  fay  they 
know  nothing  ot  the  matter. 

“  Some  Hottentots,  who  fpoke 
the  Dutch  language  readily ;  and 


with  whom,  both  in  company  and 
feparately,  I  converfed  on  this  fub- 
jecT,  always  anfwered  me  to  this  ef- 
fedt :  u  We  are  poor  dupid  crea¬ 
tures,  and  have  never  heard,  nei¬ 
ther  are  we  able  to  underdand,  any 
thing  of  the  matter.”  And,  in  faff  , 
they  loon  let  me  perceive,  that  they 
are  weary  with  puzzling  their  brains 
with  topics  of  this  kind.  Several 
Dutch  families,  that  had  fpoken  the 
Hottentot  language  from  their  in¬ 
fancy",  as  well  as  their  own,  have 
given  me  to  underdand,  that  they 
had  found  the  fame  degree  of  igno¬ 
rance  in  the  Bofhies.  men  ;  yet  that, 
as  both  Bofhies -men  and  Hottentot3 
have  the  firmed  belief  in  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  magic,  they  feem  confe- 
quently  by  this  to  acknowledge 
fome  evil  being  of  great  might  and 
power  :  bur  that  they  by  no  means 
on  this  account  worfhip  him,  or 
indeed  any  other,  although  they 
feem  to  attribute  to  him  all  the  evil 
that  happens17;  among  which  they 
reckon,  without  exception,  all  rain, 
cold,  and  thunder.  Many  of  the 
coionids  have  likewife  allured  me, 
that  their  Bofhies-men  of  either 
fex,  ufed  in  dormy  weather  to  abufb 
the  thunder  with  the  words,  t’gu- 
zeri  and  t’gaunazi,  and  other  re¬ 
proachful  expreidons  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time,  in  a  furious  manner, 
with  their  fhoes,  or  any  thing  elfe 
that  was  at  hand,  threaten  and  bid 
defiance  to  the  dallies  of  lightning 
and  peals  of  thunder  that  dallied 
and  rolled  over  their  heads.  It 
would  be  in  vain  to  try  to  make 
them  lendble,  that  the  vegetable 
creation,  whence  they,  as  well  as 
the  brute  animals,  were  nourifhed, 
would  wither  and  be  entirely  dried 
up  :  even  the  Hottentot  I  after¬ 
wards  took  into  mv  fervice  at  Zwel- 

j 

lendam,  perlided,  in  fpite  of  all 
my  objections,  obdinately  in  the 
opijiionj  that  notwithftanding  this 
N  con- 
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conlideration,  rain  was  always  an 
evil,  and  that  it  would  be  a  happy 
cjrcum  dance  were  it  never  to  rain. 
A  maxim  of  this  kind  from  a  race  of 
men,  in  other  refpects  really  en¬ 
titled  with  fome  degree  of  fenfe,  and 
frequently  with  no  fmall  fhare  of 
penetration  and  cunning,  ought, 
methinks,  to  be  confidered  as  an 
indelible  religious  or  fuperditious 
notion  entertained  by  them  from 
their  infancy,  rather  than  as  an 

m  j  ' 

idea  taken  up  on  due  delibera¬ 
tion  and  confequent  conviction. 
At  the  fame  time,  though  thev  did 
not  appear  to  be  of  a  very  chilly 
natufe,  they  never  the  wed  the  lead 
figns  of  being  cifpleafed  with  the 
hotted  days  of  fu miner. 

The  more  fimple  of  every  race 
of  Hottentots,  or  the  common  run 
©i  them,  from  which  number  very- 
few  deferve  to  be  excepted,  have  io 
firm  a  confidence  in  ftich  cheats  of 
either  fex,  as  fet  up  for  magicians 
and  conjurors,  that  they  even  fome- 
titnes  folicit  thefe  people  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  thunder  arid  rain. 

u  Though  the  Hottentots  are  fo 
fuperflitious,  yet  they  are  not,  as 
far  as  I  know,  in  the  lead  afraid  of 
being  in  the  dark.  They  feem, 
.however,  to  have  fome  idea  of  fpi- 
rits,  and  a  belief  in  a  future  date, 
as  they  accod  their  friends  as  foon 
as  they  are  dead  with  reproaches 
for  leaving  them  fo  foon  ;  at  the 
fame  time,  admoriilhing them  hence¬ 
forth  to  demean  themfelves  pro¬ 
perly  ;  by  which  they  mean,  that 
their  deceafed  friends  Ihould  not 
come  back  again  to  haunt  them. 


nor  allow  themfelves  to  be  made  ufe 
of  by  wizards,  to  bring  any  liiif- 
ehief  on  thole  that  furvive  them. 

44  There  is  a  genus  of  infedts 
(the  mantis),  called  by  the  colo- 
aids  the  Hottentot’s  god  ;  but  fo 
far  are  they  from  worlhipping  thefe 
infedls,  that  they  have  more  than 
once  catched  fome  of  them,  and  given 
them  me  to  dick  needles  through, 
them,  by  way  of  preserving  them,  as 
I  did  with  other  infedls.  There  is, 
however,  a  diminuti  ve  fpecies  of  this 
genus  of  infects,  which  fome  think  it 
would  be  a  crime,  as  well  as  very 
dangerous,  to  do  any  harm  to  ;  but 
this  we  have  no  more  reafon  to  look 
upon  as  a  kind  of  religious  wor- 
fhip,  than  we  have  to  confider  in 
the  fame  light,  a  certain  fu  perdi¬ 
tions  notion  prevalent  among  many 
of  the  more  fimple  people  in  our 
own,  country,  who  imagine,  that 
three  fins  will  be  forgiven  them,  if 
they  fet  a  cock-c, hater  on  its  feet 
that  has  happened  to  have  fallen 
upon  its  back, 

44  The  moon,  ar  .ordingtoKolbe, 
receives  a  kind  of  adoration  from 
the  Hottentots.  But  the  fact  is, 
that  they  merely  take  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  her  beams,  and  at  the  fame 
time  of  the  coolnefs  of  the  night, 
to  amufe  themfelves  with  dancing  ; 
and  confequeatly,  have  no  more 
thoughts  of  worlhipping  her  than 
the  Chridian  coloniils,  who  are  ieen 
at  the  fame  time  drolling  in  great 
numbers  about  the  dreets,  and  pa¬ 
rading  on  the  done  Heps  with  which 
their  houfes  are  ulually  encir¬ 
cled.” 
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The  MANNER  in  which  the  HINDOOS  treat  their  WOMEN. 
[  From  Mr.  Sullivan’s  Philofophical  Rhapfodies.  ] 


K  IT  is  noteafily  reconciieable  to 
J  European  ideas,  that  a  peo¬ 
ple  boaiting  of  feme  refinement,  as 
the  Hindoos  may  juftly  do,  fliould 
in  the  mod:  public  manner  be  guilty 
of  every  fpecies  of  indelicacy  to 
their  females.  Many  nations  have 
the  cuftom  of  immurring  their  wo¬ 
men  ;  but  the  Hindoos  are  lingu¬ 
lar,  I  think,  in  the  grofliiefs  of 
their  ordinances  relative  to  them. 
44  A  woman,”  fay  they  in  their  code 
of  laws,  44  is  never  fatisfied  with  man 
—-no  more  than  fire  is  fatisfied  with 
burning  fuel,  or  the  main  ocean 
with  receiving  the  rivers,  or  the 
empire  of  death  with  the  dying  of 
men  and  animals.  She  has  fix  qua¬ 
lities  : — the  firfl,  an  inordinate  de¬ 
fire  of  jewels  and  fine  furniture, 
handfome  cloaths,  and  nice  vic¬ 
tuals  ;  the  fecond,  immoderate  luff; 
the  third,  violent  anger;  the  fourth, 
deep  relentment ;  the  fifth,  the  good 
of  others  appears  evil  in  her  eyes ; 
thefixth,  lhe  is  invariably  addidled 
to  bad  actions.  For  thefe  reafons, 
it  is  evident,  the  Creator  formed  her 
for  no  other  purpofe  than  that  chil¬ 
dren  might  be  born  from  her.”— 
44  A  wife  fliall  not,”  continue  they, 
growing  with  the  fubjedt,  44  a  wife 
fhall  not  difeourfe  with  a  ftranger  ; 
but  file  may  converfe  with  a  Sinafi* 
fee  (a  wandering  prieft),  a  hermit, 
or  an  old  man.  She  fliall  not  laugh 
without  drawing  the  veil  before  her 
face.  She  fliall  not  eat  (unlefs  it 
be  phyfic)  until  file  has  ferved  her 
hufband  and  her  guefts  with  visu¬ 
als.  She  fliall  not,  while  her  huf* 
band  is  on  a  journey,  divert  herfelf 
by  play,  nor  fliall  fee  any  public 
Ihow7  nor  fliall  laugly  nor  fliall 


drefs  herfelf  in  jewels  and  fins 
cloaths,  nor  fliall  fee  dancing,  nor 
hear  mufic,  nor  fliall  fit  in  the  win¬ 
dow,  nor  fliall  ride  out,  nor  fliall 
behold  anv  thing  rare  ;  but  flie  fliall 
fallen  well  the  door  of  the  houle, 
and  remain  private  ;  and  fhall  not 
eat  any  dainty  victuals,  and  fliall  not 
blacken  her  eyes  with  eye  powder, 
and  fliall  not  view  her  face  in  a 
mirror :  file  fliall  never  exercile 
herfelf  in  any  fuch  agreeable  em¬ 
ployment  during  the  abfence  of  her 
hufband.” 

44  After  thefe  tender  dogmas,  with 
refpedl  to  unhappy  woman — who 
AiQu!d  be  nouriflied  like  unto  the 
ewe  lamb— who  iliould  grow  up 
with  her  hufband  and  with  his  chil¬ 
dren — who  fhould  eat  of  his  own 
meat  and  drink  of  his  own  cup, 
and  lay  in  his  bofom,  and  be 
unto  him  as  a  fecond  daughter  : 
—after  thefe  tender  dogmas,  the 
hoary-headed  Brahmins,  whom  the 
fro  ft  of  age  mufl  have  rendered  cal¬ 
lous  to  all  the  finer  difpofitions  of 
the  foul,  in  the  excefs  of  their  wif- 
dom,  and  parental  care,  farther- 
mf>rc  ordained,  44  That  a  man,  both 
night  and  day,  fliould  keep  his  wife 
in  fuch  fubjedtion,  that  fhe  fliould 
never  be  the  miftrefs  of  her  own 
adlions  ;  for  fliould  file  have  her 
will,  though  fprung  from  a  fupe- 
rior  caff,  file  yet  would  go  affray.” 

44  When  fentiments,  fuch  as  thefe, 
could  prevail,  when  they  could 
formally  be  interwoven  with  the 
laws  of  the  land,  conjecture  would 
naturally  lead  one  to  conclude,  that 
the  brutal  fubordi nation  would  be 
carried  a  ftep  farther  ;  that  an  ab- 
folute  authority  with  refpedl  to  the 

live* 
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lives  of  women  would  have  been 
granted  ;  at  lead,  that  the  privilege 
of  calling  them  a  fide  would  have 
have  been  allowed,  when  no  longer 
captivating,  or  when  the  love  of 
variety  might  urge  their  lords  to 
feek'  enjoyment  in  the  company  of 
others.  But  the  laws  of  the  Brah¬ 
mins,  we  will  do  them  judice,  have 
been  more  generous  in  tins  refpedt. 
No  man  is  permitted  to  repudiate 
his  wife  at  pleafure.  Even  “  fliould 
a  calamity  happen  to  any  perfon, 
he  may  not  give  away  his  wife  to 
another  man,  without  that  wife’s 
confent :  if  fine  is  willing,  he  then, 
indeed,  has  power  to  give  her  a- 
way.” 

64  It  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  not- 
w it h (landing  all  this  feverity  of  dif- 
pofition,  all  this  contemptuous 
treatment  of  the  women  of  Hin- 
dohan,  that  the  men  are  adonifh- 
ingly  conftant  to  their  wives  ;  that 
the  women  are  remarkably  chafte  ; 
and  that  adultery  is  a  crime  feldom 
to  be  heard  of  among  them.  As 
there  is  no  country,  however,  where 
Rich  a  general  pofition  can  unex- 
ceptionably  be  admitted,  fo  in  Hin- 
dollan  it  has  been  ordained,  that 

if  the  wife  of  a  Brahmin,  by  her 
own  confent,  fhall  commit  adultery 
with  a  Sooder,  the  magihrate  fhall 
cut  off  the  hair  of  her  head,  anoint 
her  body  with  ghee  (butter),  and 
caufe  her  to  be  led  through  the 
whole  city  naked,  and  riding  upon 
ian  afs,  and  call:  her  out  on  the  north 
lide  of  the  city,  or  caufe  her  to  be 
$a ten  by  dogs  ” 

“  But  as  human  nature  is  every 
where  the  fame,  and  as  paffion  is 
too  often  paramount  to  real'on,  the 
ilitercourfe  of  the  fexes  in  Hindof- 
tan  is  probably  as  general  and  as 
well  underdoodas  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world.  The  blood  freezes 
not  iri  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
equator.  There  is  a  tribe  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  Hmdadan,  who,  in  appear- 
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ance,  anfwer  the  defeription  of  Eli¬ 
jah.  the  Tidfbite,  u  who  was  an 
hairy  man,  and  girt  with  a  girdle 
about  his  loins,”  who  are  prelcrib- 
ed  continence  and  mortification. 
But  I  fhrewdly  fufpedt  thefe  holy 
men,  thefe  fenaifees,  or  wandering 
faints,  that  they  do  more  good  to¬ 
wards  keeping  up  the  population  of 
the  Ead  than  the  poor  hufbanda 
imagine,  who  charitably  admit  them 
into  their  houfes.  The  droves  in 
which  they  travel  through  Hindof- 
tan  are  inconceivable  :  many  thou- 
fands  of  them  may  be  fecn  at  a 
time,  all  of  them  athletic  fellows, 
and  none  of  them  over  bafliful. 

u  I  will  not  repeat  to  you,  wha£ 

I  know  you  mud  have  heard,  of 
the  practice  of  the  fenaflfee  to  leave 
his  flipper  or  his  daff  at  the  door, 
when  he  is  at  prayers  with  the  lady 
of  the  houfe.  The  fa£i,  however, 

I  believe  to  be  as  it  is  reprefented ; 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  farthermore 
expected  by  the  elect  of  Brahma, 
that  on  fight  of  that  fignal,  th« 
hufband  is  not  to  interrupt  the  pair 
at  their  devotions.  But  the  fenaf- 
fees,  though  infinitely  edeemed, 
are  not  exclufively  warranted  to 
plume  themfelves  on  the  favour  of 
the  ladies  :  they  have  fellow-la¬ 
bourers  in  the  vineyard.  There  is 
a  cad  of  people  on  the  Malabar  fide 
of  India,  called  Na’ires,  who,  it  it 
faid,  are  allowed  to  claim  a  privi¬ 
lege  of  gallantry ;  a  privilege  fu« 
perioreven  to  that  of  the  fenadees; 
for  what  the  latter  procure  by 
Health  and  impofition,  the  Na'ires, 
infid  upon  as  a  right  inherent  in 
their  tribe.  From  thefe  circum- 
dances,  therefore,  whatever  the  te¬ 
nure  by  which  the  intercourfe  is 
held,  it  may  naturally  be  conclud¬ 
ed,  the  Hindoos  are  not  outrage- 

'  m  o 

oufly  virtuous  ;  but  that  the  men 
and  women  are  of  much  the  fame 
complexion  with  thefe  of  other  cli¬ 
mates.” 

The 
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the  SUPERSTITION  of  the  HINDOOS. 

[  From  the  fame  Work.] 


lt  AT  our  hr  ft  fetting  out,  you 
jfx  will  recoiled,  ue  deter¬ 
mined  on  adhering  to  no  certain 
rule  in  the  nature  of  our  enquiries. 
It  would  be  too  precife  a  prog  refs 
for  an  unprefuming  inveftigation, 
which  aims  at  nothing  buttbrevitv, 
and  a  few  Ample  obfervations.  We 
will  pafs,  therefore,  from  our  la  It 
iiibjed,  to  a  momentary  conlidera- 
tion  of  that  extravagant  enthuiiafiil 
and  fuperdition  which  pervades  the 
minds  of  the  natives  of  Hindoflan. 
Tried-ridden  we  have  already  de¬ 
clared  them  to  be  :  but  their  infa¬ 
tuated  reliance  on  the  vvifdom  of 
their  Brahmins  is  Angularly  ado- 
aiifhing,  though  it  mu  A  be  confeff- 
ed  it  has  in  many  inltances  been  of 
confidcrable  advantage  to  them. 

u  We  have,  in  a  former  frag¬ 
ment,  taken  notice  of  the  influence 
of  the  gourroo  in  every  Hindoo 
family ;  we  mentioned  him  as  the 
temporal  and  the  fpiritual  father. 
The  gourroo  himfelf,  however,  is 
under  the  pofltive  guidance,  as  in 
all  limilar  cafes,  of  certain  eftab- 
lifhed  rules,  which  it  is  peculiarly 
incumbent  on  him,  in  common,  with 
]bis  difciples,  undeviatingly  to  ad¬ 
here  to.'  To  enumerate  the  vail 
variety  of  religious  rites  among  the 
Hindoos,  would  require  volumes. 
We  will  pafs  them  over  in  filence 
therefore,  and  confine  ourfelves  to 
a  few  of  thofe  cu (loins  which  are 
the  mod  immediately  Ariking. 

u  Prone  to  guilt,  and  apprehen¬ 
sive  from  nature,  man  has  always 
had  that  fomething  within  him, 
which  has  urged  him  to  penitence, 
and  has  given  him  to  believe,  that 
in  baptifm,  or  ablution,  tranfgref- 
fions  may  be  forgiven.  Hence  we 


fee  the  Jews  confldered  baptifm,  of 
wafhing,  as  an  internal  as  well  as 
an  external  purification.  Chrillian£ 
even  followed  the  fame  idea,  and* 
in  like  manner  with  their  progeni¬ 
tors,  baptized  not  only  themfelves, 
but  even  their  goods  and  chattels. 
But  although  water,  from  its  clean!* 
ing  properties,  and  fire,  from  its 
purifying  nature  (which  hath  alfo 
always  been  uled),  have  both  of 
them  been  uniformly  fymbols  of 
expiation  ;  yet  we  are  to  look  for 
other  more  probable  reafons  for 
that  exceiiive  veneration  paid  by  the 
followers  of  Brahma  to  the  Ganges* 
and  to  the  other  facred  rivers  of 
Hindo  flan. 

64  The  Egyptians  paid  a  fell- 
gious  worlhip  to  the  waters,  under 
the  fymbol  of  their  god  Canopus* 
The  Indians  pay  a  greater — but 
their  adoration  is  to  the  element  it- 
felf.  The  fertility  which  river# 
occafion  in  their  annual  inunda¬ 
tions,  and  that  too  in  countries 
where  grain  may  be  faid  to  be  the 
mod  effential  article  of  life,  mull 
have  been  the  original  caufe  which 
led  to  river  deification.  Man,  in 
an  uncultivated  date  of  fociety, 
evermore  acknowledges  the  Divi¬ 
nity  in  that  which  is  moll  beneficial 
to  him. 

v<  Filled  with  the  mod  grateful 
fenfations  for  the  bleflings  which 
were  regularly  dilpen fed  to  them  ia 
the  waters  of  their  rivers — refrefh- 
ed  and  cleanfed  by  their  invaluable 
dreams — the  Hindoos  were  not  long 
in  admitting  fuperflition  to  fubfli- 
tute  itfelf  for  gratitude.  The  foun-: 
datiqn  once  laid,  their  priefls  found 
it  no  mighty  difficulty  to  rear  the. 
fuperihru&iire*  Ablutions  they  fooif 
r  declared 
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declared  neceflary,  for  cleanlinefs 
to  tbofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
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rivers— for  internal  purification  to 
thofe  who  might  refine  at  a  greater 
didance.  But  this  was  ftill  found 
inadequate  to  Brahminical  defires. 
Impolition  had  gone  abroad— the 
root  was  deeply  taken  ;  and  hence 
the  clay  even  of  the  beds  of  rivers 
was  capable  of  being  turned  to  to¬ 
lerable  account.  The  clay,  there¬ 
fore,  was  brought  into  ufe  ;  and  it 
Hill  continues  as  a  moil  necelfary 
ingredient  in  many  of  their  religious 
ceremonies. 

44  The  Ganges,  as  the  larged, 
has  always  been  coniidered  as  the 
mod:  holy  river  in  Hindoftan,  Thofe 
who  bathe  in  it,  are  peculiarly 
fandlihed  ever  after  ;  and  as  a  type 
of  it,  are  marked  on  the  forehead 
with  a  yellow  mixture.  The  water 
itfelf  is  fent  in  jars,  fealed  by  the 
Brahmins,  all  over  the  peninfula  of 
India,  and  fold  at  an  enormous 
price.  Hindoo  princes,  living  at 
many  thoufand  miles  didance,  will 
drink  no  other,  though  the  carriage 
of  it  cods  them  prodigious  fums  of 
money. 

44  The  mod  extraordinary  in¬ 
dance,  however,  of  fenfelefs  fuper- 
dition  in  the  Hindoos,  relative  to 
this  element,  is  in  that  mondrous, 
that  inhuman  cudom,  of  expodng 
their  fick  by  the  fides  of  rivers, 
there  to  die.  It  is  not  uncommon 
for  them  even  to  duff  the  mouths 
and  nodrils  of  the  difeafed  with  the 
mud  of  the  banks,  (Hindoo  ex¬ 
treme  undtion!)  that  a  fpeedier  pe¬ 
riod  may  be  put  to  their  exiilence. 
But  can  any  thing  be  more  barba¬ 
rous  ?  Conceive  an  aged,  or  an  in¬ 
firm  being,  borne  down  to  lpw-wa* 
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ter-mark  on  a  pallet,  probably  not 
bereft  of  fenfe  or  reafon,  and  there 
left  to  be  wafhed  away  by  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  tide,  or  to  be  dedroyed 
by  the  fir  ft  ravenous  crocodile  or 
tyger  !  Think  not  I  here  exagge¬ 
rate.  The  fadf  is  incontedable.  I 
have  known  indances  of  it  myfelf. 
Nay,  a  very  few  years  only  have 
elapfed  fince  an  opulent,  and  a  mod 
reputable  Hindoo,  at  the  Englifh 
fettlement  of  Calcutta,  in  Bengal, 
was  twice  refcued  from  the  jaws  of 
death  by  a  gentleman  who  was  his 
friend,  and  who  forcibly  dragged 
him  from  his  relations,  who,  at 
his  own  exprefs  command,  had 
carried  him  on  his  funeral  bier,  and 
had  dretched  him  out,  to  await  an 
inevitable  death  on  the  fhores  of  the 
Ganges  ! 

44  A  praftice  among  the  Tartars, 
fome^hat  iimilar,  and  another  a- 
mong  the  Americans,  have  already 
occurred  to  us.  I  do  not  recollect 
many  other  fuch  fhocking  blots  in 
the  human  character.  The  Tro¬ 
glodyte,  indeed,  when  either  age  or 
infirmities  had  made  life  uneafy  to 
him,  or  when  he  had  become  ufe- 
lefs  to  lociety,  feldom  declined  vo* 
luntarily  putting  an  end  to  his  ex* 
idence  ;  or  if  he  did,  a  friend  was 
allowed  to  whifper  to  him  the  law 
of  his  tribe  which  enjoined  it.  If 
he  then  behaved  well,  the  previous 
omiffion  was  forgiven,  and  his  name 
■was  enrolled  with  the  red  of  his 
countrymen  :  but,  on  the  contrary, 
if  he  helitated  at  the  blow,  the 
brand  of  cpward  was  damped  upon 
his  character  :  he  was  drangled  by 
his  companions,  and  left  by  them 
to  rot,  with  his  memory,  in  infamy 
and  difgraceP’ 
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CONTEMPT  of  DEATH  among  the  HINDOOS,  and  their  DOC- 

TRINE  of  TRANSMIGRATION. 

[  From  the  lame  Work.  ] 


44  /r~\  N  E  primary  caufe  of  the 
Hindoos’  contempt  of  death, 
is  the  prevalency  of  the  dodhine  of 
a  tranfmigration  of  fouls.  They 
are  the  original  propounders  of  the 
metempfycholis — that  fyftem  lo  u- 
niverfally  well  known  in  Europe 
under  the  name  of  the  Pythagorean. 
It  has  often  amazed  the  curious, 
that  before  the  immortality  of  the 
foul  came  thoroughly  to  be  under- 
lfood,  the  world  in  general  did  not 
invariably  believe  in  the  conftant 
corporeal  change  of  the  various 
conftituent  parts  of  nature.  How 
awful  is  the  contemplation  of  that 
regular  progreffion  of  life  and  death  ! 
Vegetables,  we  fee,  in  their  de- 
ftrudtion,  are  the  caufes  of  animal 
exigence.  Animals,  again,  in  their 
diifolution,  become  the  fprings  of 
vegetable  life.  Infecfs,  hies,  and 
various  reptiles,  ferve  the  purpofes 
of  nourilhmexit  to  thofe  of  a  fupe- 
rior  degree.  Man,  again,  draws 
thefe  afide,  and  appropriates  them 
to  his  own  immediate  life  ;  whilll 
he,  as  the  laft  and  grandeft  link  of 
the  chain,  moulders  at  length  away, 
and,  in  yielding  his  fair  form*  the 
image  of  his  Maker,  pays,  as  a 
debt,  that  facrifice  which  is  eften- 
tial  in  common  with  the  reft  of 
things. 

44  The  Hindoos,  though  they 
believe  in  the  tranfmigration  of 
fouls,  do  not  rank  thofe  incompre- 
henlible  eftences  exactly  as  Plato 
did,  who  laid,  44  that  at  going  out 
of  the  bodies  they  had  informed, 
there  were  three  forts — the  incur¬ 
able,  the  curable,  and  the  pure.” 
That  the  firft  rvent  to  the  devil,  as 
we  fhould  fay,  at  once  ;  that  tranf- 


migration  was  to  ferve  the  purpofes 
of  the  fecond,  as  purgatory  does 
the  Roman  Catholics  ;  but  that  the 
third,  being  purified  previous  to 
death,  would  ftand  in  need  of  no 
farther  trial.  The  Hindoos,  I  fu- 
fpect,  admit  of  an  inevitable  tranf- 
migration  for  a  certain  number  of 
years,  the  time  being  fquared  to 
the  extent  and  nature  of  their 
worldly  crimes.  The  provifion 
made  for  this  tranfmigration  is  cu¬ 
rious.  Tavernier  fays,  the  reafon 
given  him  by  two  merchants  for 
burying  their  money  and  jewels, 
part  of  the  latter  of  which  he  had 
purchafed,  was,  the  apprehenfton 
they  laboured  under  of  being  poor 
and  miferable  in  their  next  change 
of  nature  ;  wherefore  it  appeared 
to  them  but  right,  as  luch  a  ftate 
of  indigence  was  poffible,  that  a 
little  ftock  fliould  be  p-athered  in 
before  hand,  in  cafe  of  exigencies* 
And  apocryphal  as  this  may  found, 

I  can  readily  believe  the  faff ;  for, 
to  this  hour,  it  is  the  univerfal 
practice  of  the  Hindoos  to  conceal 
a  conliderable  portion  of  their  trea- 
fures. 

4t  It  is  of  lingular  confide  nation, 
however,  that  the  fame  principle 
which  actuates  them  to  a  contempt 
of  death,  as  relative  to  themfelves, 
fhould  at  the  fame  time,  from  the 
belief  that  they  are  to  occupy  the 
bodies  of  other  animaE,  occafion 
their  create  ft  abhorrence  of  died- 

o 

ding  the  blood  of  any  other  crea¬ 
ture.  Thoufands  and  ten  thou- 
fands  of  the  more  rigid  ones  will 
perifti  rather  than  partake  of  food 
which  once  had  exiftence  in  it  ; 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  as  is  in- 

ftanced 
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flanced  In  the  Mahrattahs,  they 
will  plunder  and  lay  defolate  coun¬ 
tries,  and  will  murder  and  defiroy 
their  enemies  with  the  mod  heart¬ 
felt  alacrity  and  fatisfaftion.  It  is 
not  unufual,  extraordinary  as  it 
may  appear  to  you,  to  fee  hofpitals 
eredfed  for  the  admiffion  of  difeafed 
animals  and  birds.  44  I  have  leen 
many  camels,  horfes,  and  bul¬ 
locks,”  fays  Thevenot,  44  with  o- 
ther  wounded  animals,  which  the 
Hindoos  had  purchafed  from  Chrif- 
tiansand  Mohammedans,  and  which 
they  had  delivered,”  as  they  were 
wont  to  fav,  44  from  the  cruelty  of 
infidels.”  ' 

44  From  this  principle  of  tranf- 
migration  arofe  the  exceffive  vene¬ 
ration  paid  by  the  Hindoos  to  the 
animal  of  the  cow  fpecies  :  but 
oood  fenfe  had  not  a  little  fhare  in 
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the  predilection.  They  eaiily  per¬ 
ceived  that  milk  was  not  produced 
in  fuch  abundance  by  any  other 
animal  ;  nor  could  it  yield  an  equal 
degree  of  nourifhment.  They  faw 
likewife  that  the  male  was  both  pa¬ 
tient  and  docile,  pliant  to  the  yoke, 
and  well  calculated  for  labour.  Nor 
could  they  but  obferve  it  was  the 
animal  which  moil  generally  a¬ 


bounded,  of  all  that  comes  under 
the  denomination  of  ruminant  : 
hence  their  extraordinary  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  cow  fpecies.  They 
confider  the  milk  as  a  primary  arti¬ 
cle  of  life,  nor  will  they  refufe  to 
fhare  it  with  an  infidel ;  but  they 
fliudder  at  a  calf  or  a  bullock’s 
being  {lain.  Their  interceifion  for 
them,  when  thole  of  another  per- 
fuafion  would  lead  them  to  the 
flaughter,  is  never  omitted.  44  And 
thou  {halt  not  muzzle  the  ox  when 
he  treadeth  over  the  corn,”  faith 
the  Mofaic  feripture,  and  fo  faith 
the  Hindoo,  which  pofitively  en¬ 
joins  an  attention  to  that  grateful 
principle.  The  Hindoos  muzzle 
not  the  ox— -they  let  him  quietly 
tread  out  the  grain,  as  the  Israelites 
ufed  to  do  of  old. 

Uny^rthy  he  to  reap  the  fertile  field, 
Whofe  foul  to  pity’s  gen’rous  feelings 
flee  id, 

Aims,  with  ungrateful  hand,  the  murde¬ 
rous  flroke 

To  fell  his  ox,  juft  recent  from  the  yoke; 
The  patient  partrif  of  his  daily  toil, 
Who  many  a  year  has  plough’d  the  ftub- 
born  foil. 

The  dodtrine  of  Pythagoras,  as 
given  to  us  by  Qvid. 
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U  r  S  SHE  natives  of  Hindoftan, 
I  who  have  uniformly  exhi¬ 
bited  a  peculiar  character,  and  who 
moft  probably  will  continue  fo  to  do 
until  the  end  of  time,  have  a  peo¬ 
ple  among  them,  inhabitants  of  al- 
moft  impenetrable  woods,  who  are 
under  the  abfolute  direction  of  their 
own  chieftains,  and  who,  in  times 
of  peace,  are  profeffionally  rob¬ 


bers,  but,  in  times  of  war,  are  the 
guardians  of  the  country.  The 
general  name  of  thefe  people  is  Po¬ 
ly  gar.  Their  original  inflitution, 
for  they  live  in  diftindt  clans,  is 
not  very  well  underllood.  It  pro¬ 
bably  took  its  rife  from  municipal 
regulations,  relative  to  the  deft  ruc¬ 
tion  of  tygers  and  other  ferocious 
beads.  Certain  tradts  of  woodland 
E  2 


were 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  POLYGARS. 


[68] 

\yere  indifputably  allotted  as  rewards 
to  thole  who  Ihould  flay  a  certain 
number  of  thole  animals ;  andthofe 
lands  approximating,  probably  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  feveral  con* 
federacies  of  Polygars. 

4i  The  Pollams,  or  woods,  from 
which  is  derived  the  word  Polygar, 
lying  in  profufion  through  all  the 
fout  hern  parts  of  Hindoftan,  the 
ravages  committed  in  the  open 
countries  by  thefe  adventurous  clans 
are  both  frequent  and  deftru&ive. 
Cattle  and  grain  are  the  conftant 
booty  of  the  Polygars,  They  not 
unfrequently  even  defpoil  travellers 
of  their  property,  and  fometimes 
murder,  if  they  meet  with  oppofi- 
fcion  :  yet  thefe  very  Polygars  are 
the  hands  into  which  the  aged  and 
infirm,  the  wives,  children,  and 
.treafure,  of  both  Hindoos  and  o- 
thers  arc  entrufted,  when  the  cir¬ 
cumjacent  country  unfortunately 
happens  to  be  the  feat  of  war.  The 
protection  they  afford  is  paid  for  ; 
but  the  price  inconfiderable,  when 
the  helplefs  lituation  of  thofe  who 
fly  to  them  for  fhelter  is  confidered, 
and  efpecially  when  their  own  very 
peculiar  character  is  properly  at¬ 
tended  to.  The  native  governments 
of  Hindoftan  are  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  tolerating  this  honourable 
banditti.  Many  of  them  are  fo 
formidable  as  to  be  able  to  bring 
fifteen  and  twenty  thoufand  men 
into  the  field. 

“  The  Hindoo  code  of  law's,  in 
Fpeaking  of  robberies,  hath  this  re¬ 
markable  claufe,  “  The  mode  of 
ares  amongft  robbers  lhall  be 
is  : — If  any  thief  or  thieves,  by 
the  command  of  the  magiftrafre,  and 
with  his  alliftaiice,  have  committed 
depredations  upon,  and  brought 
away  any  booty  from  another  pro¬ 
vince,  the  magiftrate  lhall  receive 
a  (hare  of  one  fixth  part  of  the 
whole.  If  they  received  no  com¬ 


mand  or  afliftance  from  the  magi- 
Urate,  theyfhall  give  the  magiftrate 
in  that  cafe  one  tenth  part  for  his 
fhare,  and  of  the  remainder  their 
chief  fhall  receive  four  fliares  ;  and 
whofoever  among  them  is  perfe& 
mailer  of  his  occupation,  lhall  re¬ 
ceive  three  fliares  :  alfo  whichever 
of  them  is  remarkably  firong  and 
flout,  fhall  receive  two  fliares ; 
and  the  reft  fhall  receive  each  on6 
fhare. Here  then,  we  fee  not 
only  a  fandlion,  but  even  an  in¬ 
ducement  to  fraudulent  practices-— 
another  fingular  inconliftency  a- 
mong  a  people  who,  in  many  pe¬ 
riods  of  their  hiftory,  have  been 
proverbial  for  innocency  of  man¬ 
ners,  and  for  uncommon  honefty  in 
their  condubt  towards  travellers  and 
grangers. 

u  At  the  firft  fight  it  would  ap¬ 
pear,  that  the  toleration  of  the  Po¬ 
lygars,  owing  to  their  great  num¬ 
bers,  and  to  the  fecurity  of  their 
fortreffes,  which  are  in  general  im¬ 
penetrable  but  to  Polygars,  that 
the  government  licence,  in  this 
manner  given  to  them,  to  live  on 
the  fpoils  of  the  induftrious,  might 
have  originally  occafioned  the  for¬ 
mal  dhufion,  and  encouragement 
to  perfeverance,  which  we  have 
juft  quoted  :  but  thecaufe  I  fliould 
rather  fuppofe  to  lie  in  the  nature 
of  certain  governments,  than  to 
have  arifen  from  any  accidental 
circumftance  afterwards  ;  and  I  am 
the  more  inclined  to  this  opinion 
from  the  fituation  of  the  northern 
parts  of  Hindoftan,  which  are,  and 
always  have  been,  uninfefted  by 
thefe  freebooters. 

4 L  The  dominion  of  the  Eaft  W’as, 
in  former  days,  moil  probably,  di¬ 
vided  and  iiibdivided  into  all  the 
various  branches  of  the  feudal  fyf- 
tem.  The  veftiges  of  it  remain  to 
to  this  hour  :  rajahs  and  zemindars 
are  nothing  more  than  chieftains 

of 
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of  a  certain  degree  of  conlequence 
in  the  empire,  If  then,  experience 
jhas  diewn,  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  that  clans  have  always  been 
obferved  to  commit  the  molt  perni¬ 
cious  ads  of  depredation  and  hofti- 
lity  on  each  other,  and  that  the 
paramount  lord  has  feldorn  beej| 
able  effectually  to  crufh  fo  general 
and  fo  complicated  a  fcene  of  mif- 
chief,  may  we  not  reafonably  ven¬ 
ture  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Hindoo 
legiflature  palled  this  ordinance  for 


the  fuppreffion  of  fuch  provincial 
warfare,  and  for  the  wholefotne 
purpofe  of  drawing  the  people,  by 
unalarming  degrees,  more  immedi* 
ately  under  the  controul  of  the  one 
fovereign  authority  ?  The  conclu- 
lion,  I  own,  appears  to  me  fatis- 
faCtory.  Moreover,  Polygars  can¬ 
not  but  be  of  modem  growth  ;  for 
the  law  relative  to  thefts  is  ante¬ 
cedent  to  the  mention  of  Polygars 
in  hiltory.” 


A  Short  ACCOUNT  of  CASHMIRE  and  its  INHABITANTS. 


[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 


<(  ASHMIRE  is  lituated  at 
the  extremity  of  Hindoltan, 
northward  of  Lahore,  and  is 
bounded  011  the  one  lide  by  a  ridge 
of  the  great  Caucafus,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  little  Tartarian  Thi¬ 
bet  and  Moultan.  The  extent  of 
it  is  not  very  conliderable  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  girt  in  by  a  zone  of  hills,  and 
elevated  very  conliderably  above  an 
arid  plain,  which  dretches  many 
miles  around  it,  the  fcenes  which  it 
exhibits  are  wild  and  piCturefque. 
Rivers,  hills,  and  vallies,  charm¬ 
ingly  diveriify  the  landfcape.  Here 
a  cafcade  rulhes  from  a  foaming 


precipice  ;  there  a  tranquil  dream 
glides  placidly  along  ;  the  tinkling 
rill,  too,  founds  amidlt  the  groves ; 
and  the  feathered  choriders  ling  the 
fong  of  love,  clofe  Iheltered  in  the 

what  time  Calhmire  came 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Mogul 
government,  and  how  long,  and  in 
what  manner,  it  was  independent, 
before  it*  was  annexed  to  the  terri- 
tories  of  the  Houle  of  Timur,  are 
points  that  are  entirely  unconnect¬ 
ed  with  the  nature  of  ©ur  enquiry. 


We  lhall  content  ourfelves,  there¬ 
fore*  with  remarking,  that,  though 
inconfiderable  as  to  its  revenues,  it 
was  uniformly  held  in  the  higheft 
edimation  by  the  emperors  of  Hfn- 
dodan.  Thither  they  repaired,  in 
the  plenitude  of  their  greatnefs, 
when  the  affairs  of  date  would  ad¬ 
mit  of  their  abfence  ;  and  there 
they  di  veded  themfelves  of  form 
and  all  the  oppredive  ceremony  of 
date. 

“  The  royal  manner  of  travel¬ 
ling  to  Calhmire  was  grand,  though 
tedious  and  unwieldy,  and  Ihewed, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  the  fplen- 
dour  and  magnificence  of  an  Eaft- 
ern  potentate.  Aurungzebe,  we 
are  told,  feldom  began  his  march 
to  that  country,  for  a  march  cer¬ 
tainly  it  was  to  be  called,  without 
an  efcort  of  eighty  or  a  hundred 
thoufand  fighting  men,  befides  the 
gentlemen  of  his  houfehold,  the 
attendants  of  his  feraglio,  and  mod 
of  his  officers  of  date.  Thefe  all 
continued  with  him  during  the  time 
he  was  on  the  road,  which  gene¬ 
rally  was  a  month  :  but  no  fooner 
was  he  arrived  at  the  entrance  of'' 
E  3  thofe 
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thole  aerial  regions,  than,  with  a 
feleft  party  of  friends,  he  fe.parated 
from  the  reil  of  his  retinue,  and 
with  them  afcended  the  defiles 
which  led  him  to  his  Eden. 

•  “  The  temperature  of  the  air  of 
Calhmire,  elevated  as  it  is  fo  much 
above  the  adjoining  country,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  llreams  which  conti¬ 
nually  pour  from  its  mountains, 
enables  the  hufbandman  to  culti¬ 
vate  with  fuccefs  the  foil  he  appro¬ 
priates  to  agriculture  ;  whilit  the 
gardener’s  labour  is  air  ply  repaid 
in  the  abundant  produce  of  his 
fruit.  In  fhort,  nature  wears  her 
gayeft  cloathing  in  this  enchanting 
fpot.  The  rivers  fupply  the  inha¬ 
bitants  with  almofi  every  fpecies  of 
fifi'i ;  the  hills  yield  fweet  herbage 
for  the  cattle  ;  the  plains  are  co¬ 
vered  with  grain  of  different  deno¬ 
minations  ;  and  the  woods  are  ftor- 
ed  with  variety  of  game.  In  this 
country,  therefore,  we  are  not  to 
he  furprifed  that  the  ladies  are  fo 
Angularly  beautiful.  The  picture 
intended  by  heaven  would  have 
been  incomplete  without  them. 

Adown  their  necks,  more  white  than  vir¬ 
gin  ft)  ow, 

Of  fofteft  hue,p:he  golden  treffes  flow  ; 
Their  heaving  breads,  of  purer,  fofter 
white 

Than  fnow-hills  glifl’ning  in  the  moon’s 
pale  light, 

Except  where  cover’d  by  the  fafh,  were 
bare, 

And  love,  unfeen,  fmii’d  foft,  and  panted 
there.  Lusiad. 

“  In  aim  oft  every  other  part  of 
Alia  the  Scythian  feature  is  to  be 
traced  in  a  greater  or  a  lefs  degree. 
It  is  not  fo  here.  The  Cafbmireans 
feem  a  race  diilimSt  from  all. others 
in  the  Eaft  :  their  perfons  are  more 
elegant,  and  their  completions 
more  delicate,  and  more  tinged  with 
Ted.  Were  this  huulated  world, 


indeed,  a  little  nearer  Europe,  its 
fair  inhabitants  might  be  looked 
upon  as  a  collateral  branch  of  your 
own  unrivalled  countrywomen, 
whofe  perfection  they  almoft  e- 
qual, 

u  Where  beauty  is,  there  ever 
tyill  be. love  ;  and  love  will  always 
be  attended  by  poetry  and  mufic. 
Thus  we  find  the  Cafbmireans  cul¬ 
tivate  thofe  arts  with  extraordinary 
fuccefs:  poetry  in  particular.  No 
country  of  the  Eaft  has  produced 
more  elegant  effufions  of  imagina¬ 
tion  than  Calhmire  ;  nor  has  any 
been  more  celebrated  in  ltory. 
Even  Solomon’s  Rofe  of  Sharon, 
and  Lily  of  the  Valley,  will  be 
found  to  droop,  when  compared 
with  the  flights  of  fome  of  their 
bards,  who  whilome  ffcrung  the  lyre 
to  love,  and  attuned  it  with  deli¬ 
cacy  and  feeling. 

“  Strange  as  it  may  feem,  the 
people  of  this  country  believe,  that 
even  Solomon  himfelf  was  infpired 
in  the  bowers  of  Cafhmire.  In 
many  parts  they  point  out  places, 
which  they  rep  relent  as  dedicated 
to  him  ;  and  even  fome,  that,  at 
his  delire,  were  called  exprelly  by 
his  name.  That  Solomon  might 
have  had  fome  of  the  fair  ones  of 
his  leragiio  from  this  nurfery  of 
beauty,  is  not  at  all  improbable. 
He  fought  every  where  for  gratifi¬ 
cation  ;  and  therefore,  if,  for  the 
gold  of  Ophir,  he  could  fend  vef- 
fels  into  the  Indian  feas,  the  ad¬ 
vancing  a  few  Heps  farther,  for  a 
much  more  eftimable  treafure,  does 
not  appear  incompatible  with  that 
monarch’s  difpofition.  Though  a 
man  of  wifdom,  he  fuppofed  there 
might  be  happinefs  in  the  indulg¬ 
ence  of  paffions,  granted  him  by 
heaven.  His  eagernefs  in  the  pur- 
fuit  was  great ;  nor  did  he  lpare 
either  money  or  attention. 
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w  Fly  fwift,  my  friends ;  my  fcrvants. 
fly;  employ 

Your  inftant  pains,  to  bring  your  mafter 
joy. 

Let  all  my  wives  arid  concubines  be  drefs’d. 

-  Frefh  rofes  bring. 

To  drew  my  bed,  till  the  impoverifh’d 
fpring 

Confefs  her  want ;  around  my  amorous 
head 

Be  dropping  myrrh,  and  liquid  amber  fhed, 
Till  Arab  has  no  more.”  Prior. 

u  Towards  the  gratification  of 
this  difpofition,  therefore,  Cafhmire 
might  have  contributed  her  por¬ 
tion  ;  and  thence  thole  legends, 
which  have  been  circulated  relative 


to  Solomon’s  having  been  relident 
there. 

44  On  the  decadence  of  the  Mo¬ 
gul  power  in  Hindoflan,  Cafhmire 
felt  fome  of  the  ravages  of  war.  It 
is  now,  however,  in  peace ;  and 
the  inhabitants  are  defirous  of  keep¬ 
ing  it  fo.  Induftry,  fprightlinefs, 
and  good  fellowfliip,  fill  up  the  mca- 
fure  of  their  time.  They  grate¬ 
fully  return  thanks  to  heaven  for 
the  bleilings  they  enjoy.  Their  days 
are  the  days  of  comfort ;  and  their 
nights  are  crowned  with  tranquil- 
lity  and  repofe.” 


Immoderate  ATTACHMENT  of  the  TURKS  to  OPIUM. 
[  From  the  Memoirs  of  Bar^n  De  Tqtt.  ] 


64  Hp  HOSE  among  the  Turks, 
J  who  have  once  given  them- 
felves  up  to  the  immoderate  ufe  of 
opium,  are  eafily  known  by  a  kind 
of  rickets,  which  this  poifon  never 
fails  to  produce  at  laid.  Not  able 
to  exiE  agreeably,  except  in  this 
fpecies  of  intoxication,  thefe  per- 
fons  are  particularly  objedls  of  cu- 
riofitv  when  they  are  affembled  in 
a  part  of  ConEantinople,  called 
Teriaky  TcharchifTy,  or  the  market 
for  the  takers  of  opium. 

44  There,  towards  evening,  the 
lovers  of  this  drug  are  feen  coming 
down  all  the  Erects  which  lead  to 
the  Soli  many  :  their  pale  and  me¬ 
lancholy  figures  would  be  fufiicient 
to  raife  our  pity,  did  not  their  length¬ 
ened  necks,  their  heads  turned  on 
one  fide,  their  back  bone  diEorted, 
their  flioulder  raifed  up  to  their  ear, 
and  a  number  of  other  extravagant 
attitudes  which  refult  from  their 
difeafe,  exhibit  a  pidture  of  the 
moil  ridiculous  nature. 


44  A  long  row  of  little  fhops  is 
built  againE  one  of  the  walls  that 
furround  the  fquare.  within  which 
is  the  mofque.  r~  nefe  drops  are 
flraded  by  an  arbour  which  reaches 
from  one  to  the  other,  and  under 
which  the  maEer  takes  care  to  place 
a  little  fofa  to  accommodate  his 
gueEs,  without  flopping  up  the  pal- 
fag  e.  The  cuflomers  arrive,  and 
place  themfelves  in  order,  to  take 
the  dofe  which  the  habits  each  have 
contracted  render  neccEary, 

44  The  pills  are  diEributed, 
Thofe  moE  ufed  to  the  practice, 
perhaps  fvvallow  four,  larger  than 
olives,  and  each  immediately  drink¬ 
ing  a  glafs  of  cold  water,  waits  in 
his  particular  attitude.  An  agree¬ 
able  reverie,  at  the  end  of -three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  or  an  hour  at 
mod,  never  fails  to  animate  thefe 
automatons  ;  caufing  them  to  throw 
themfelves  into  a  thoufand  different 
podurys,  but  always  extravagant, 
and  always  merry.  This  is  the 
E  \  moment 
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moment  when  the  fcene  becomes 
moft  interefting :  all  the  adtors  are 
happy,  and  each  returns  home  in  a 
Hate  of  total  irrationality,  butlike- 
wile  in  the  entire  and  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  happinefs  not  to  be  pro¬ 
cured  by  reafon.  Difregarding  the 


r 

ridicule  of  thofe  they  meet,  who 
divert  tliemfelves  by  making  them 
talk  abfurdly,  each  imagines,  and 
looks  and  feels  himfelf  poffeffed  of 
whatever  he  wilhes.  The  reality 
'of  enjoyment  often  gives  lets  fatis- 
fadtian.” 


ACCOUNT  of  the  DERVISES  in  TURKEY. 


[  From  the  f 

HERE  are  two  kinds  of 
thele  monks  in  Turkey, 
very  diftindl  from  each  other,  and 
equally  remarkable.  The  differ¬ 
ence  arifes  from  the  difference  of 
the  rules  impoled  on  them  by  their 
refpedive  founders.  That  of  the 
Mewliach  dervifes  is  to  turn  round 
like  whirligigs,  to  the  found  of  foft 
mufic,  and  feek  a  holy  intoxication, 
in  the  giddinefs  which  muff  natu¬ 
rally  refult  from  this  abfurd  exer- 
cife,  if  the  habit  of  thus  turning 
round  did  not  prevent  them  from 
dizzinefs  and  drunkennefs,  which 
they  have  recourfe  to  the  tavern  to 
complete.  The  rule  of  the  other 
monks  named  Tadta-Tepen,  more 
melancholy,  has,  alfo,  more  bar¬ 
barity.  It  conhfts  in  walking,  fo- 
lemnly,  in  a  row,  one  after  the 
other,  round  their  chapel,  and  pro¬ 
nouncing  the  ngme  of  God  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  much  exertion,  at 
each  ftroke  on  a  drum,  beaten  for 
that  purpofe;  the  ftrokes  on  which 
growing  gradually  quicker,  become 
at  lad  fo  rapid,  that  thefe  wretches 
are  forced  to  undergo  a  violent  la¬ 
bour  of  the  lungs ;  and  themoft  de¬ 
vout  never  clofe  the  proceftion  with¬ 
out  vomiting  blood.  Their  appear¬ 
ance  is  always  fad  and  furly ;  and 
thefe  monks  are  fo  perfuaded  of  the 
fan&ity  of  their  pradtice,  and  fo 


ame  Work.  ] 

certain  of  pleafing  heaven  by  their 
bowlings,  that  they  never  look  on 
the  reft  of  mankind  but  with  the 
moft  profound  contempt. 

u  There  are  likewife,  in  Tur¬ 
key,  other  monks  and  fantons,  who 
run  about  the  country.  To  meet 
them  in  a  wood  might  be  danger¬ 
ous  :  under  the  cloak  of  religion, 

,  they  are  careffed  by  fome  devotees, 
but  they  are  the  worft  company  any 
where  to  be  found. 

u  Thofe  of  thefe  dervifes  who 
are  fufficiently  impudent  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  general  ignorance  of 
the  Turks  fet  up  for  prophets,  and 
prophefy  with  impunity.  If  it  hap¬ 
pen  that  the  event  j  uftifies  the  pre¬ 
dictions  they  have  hazarded,  they 
are  taken  for  faints,  and  held  in 
great  efteem  ;  but  thofe,  who,  for 
want  of  fuccefs,  can  only  pafs  for 
fools,  find,  neverthelefs,  admiffion 
every  where.  Nothing  can  refill 
their  effrontery  ;  the  name  of  God, 
prophaned  by  thefe  rafcals,  always 
impofes  on  the  fuperftitious  multi¬ 
tude  ;  and  1  have  feen  one  of  them 
infolently  come  and  feat  himfelf  by 
the  fide  of  the  vifir,  whilft  I  have 
been  privately  dilcourfing  with  him, 
and  people  of  great  confequence 
kept  at  a  diftance.  The  fanaticifm 
of  the  public  obliges  the  moft  en¬ 
lightened  perfons  to  fubmit ;  and 
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the  mod  eminent  Turks  have  no  only  ferves  to  render  them  more 
other  way  to  get  rid  of  this  rabble,  troublefome,  and  more  infolenu” 
but  by  giving  them  money,  which 

■ - — . .  . 1  . . ■■■"T- 

DESCRIPTION  of  the  HOT  BATHS  in  TURKEY. 

[  From  the  fame  Work,  ] 


C4  ^"1  'HE  conftruflion  of  thefe 
j[  baths  ought  to  be  defcrib- 
ed,  in  order  to  calculate  the  refult, 
after  having  examined  their  effefls. 

“  Two  fmall  chambers,  built 
with  brick,  and  faced  with  marble 
or  plafter,  communicate,  and  are 
each  enlightened  by  fmall  cupolas 
cut  in  chequers.  This  little  edifice 
is  commonly  joined  to  the  houfe  by 
a  fmall  room,  in  which  they  un- 
drefs  :  double  doors,  folding  over, 
and  lifted  with  felt,  ftiut  in  the  firft 
and  fecond  part  of  the  ftove. 

“  A  wood  fire  is  kept  up  in  a  fub- 
terranean  vault,  the  entrance  to 
which  is  without.  This  fire-place 
is  under  the  farthermoft  chamber, 
and  heats  a  caldron  immediately  be¬ 
neath  the  marble  floor,  which  ferves 
as  a  cieling  to  the  vault.  Pipes, 
placed  within  the  walls,  come  from 
the  infide  of  the  caldron,  and  go 
out  at  the  cupola,  to  evaporate  the 
water,  which  is  kept  continually 
boiling.  Other  tubes,  communi¬ 
cating:  with  a  refervoir,  are  likewife 
contained  within  the  brick  work, 
and  furnifh  the  infide  with  cold  wa¬ 
ter,  by  the  means  of  cocks  placed 
at  the  fide  of  thofe  which  yield  the 
warm  water.  Small  feats  of  fmooth 
wood  are  made  to  fit  on,  and  drains 
cut  in  the  marble  to  carry  off  the 
water  which  is  thrown  down. 

“  Thefe  private  baths,  always 
heated  twenty-four  hours  before 
they  are  ufed,  by  being  thus  con- 
ftr udted,  have  fo  great  a  degree  of 
heat,  that,  after  being  entirely  un- 
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drefled  in  the  exterior  chamber,  arid 
having  put  on  very  high  fandais  of 
wood,  to  keep  the  feet  from  being 
burnt  by  the  marble  floor,  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  enter  the  firft  room,  till 
you  have  ftopt  a  moment  between 
the  two  doors  to  let  the  lungs  di¬ 
late  ;  after  which  you  cannot  enter 
the  fecond  ftove,  under  which  the 
heat  is  rnoft  aftive,  without  taking 
the  fame  precautions  :  and  i£  is  pro¬ 
bable,,  that  the  air  of  this  room 
bears  the  fame  proportion  to  that  of 
the  firft,  as  this  does  to  the  external 
air.  A  fudden  perfpiration,  ruffl¬ 
ing  through  ail  the  pores,  is  felt 
immediately  as  the*  are  entered  ; 
but  the  violence  ot  this  heat  does 
not  prevent  the  women  from  flay¬ 
ing  in  thefe  baths  five  or  fix  hours 
together,  and  returning  to  them 
very  frequently. 

“  Thole  who  have  not  private 
baths  go  to  the  public  ones  :  they 
are  always  prepared,  and  contrived 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  contain  a 
great  number  of  people. 

“  Some  of  the  women,  a  little 
more  delicate  and  fcrupulous  than 
the  reft,  take  the  bath  for  them- 
felves  alone,  and  go  thither  with 
their  particular  friends.  To  com¬ 
plete  the  entertainment,  they  carry 
with  them  their  provifion.  The 
pleafure  of  enjoying  greater  liberty, 
and  converftng  all  day  together,  no 
doubt  makes  them  amends  for  hav¬ 
ing  fo  ill  chofen  the  place. 

“  Bathing  women,  named  Tel- 
leks,  with  their  hands  wrapped 

in 
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jn  little  bag's  of  ferge,  mb  the  Ikin 
till  it  is  dry.  They  Iikevvife  make 
ufe  of  a  very  fine  clay,  mixt  up 
with  rofe  leaves,  and  afterwards 
dried  in  the  fun,  as  a  kind  of  foap, 
with  which  they  rub  the  head,  pour¬ 
ing  on  it  warm  water  from  large 
metal  bafons  :  the  women’s  hair, 
thus  cleaned  and  perfumed,  ■  is  af¬ 
terwards  tied  up  in  a  great-  number 
of  fmail  treffes. 

44  This  defcription  wants  the 
pearls,  the  diamonds,  the  rich  fluffs, 
and  all  the  finery  with  which  lady 
Montague  has  been  pleafed  to  or¬ 
nament  tbefe  baths.  It  is,  indeed, 
difficult  to  believe,  that  that  lady 
ever  actually  entered  them  com¬ 
pletely  dreffed  as  has  been  affierted. 
What  is  molt  certain  is,  that  a  too 
frequent  ufe  of  thefe  Itoves,  at 
length,  opens  the  pores  to  fuch  a 
decree  as  to  render  them  vilible. 

o  9  m 

It  is  equally  ceitain  that  fo  violent 
a  dilatation  of  the  fibres,  by  alter¬ 
ing  the  fhape,  brings  on  decrepi¬ 
tude  before  old  age. 

44  Thefe  public  baths  are  very 
numerous  in  every  part  of  the  city, 
and  are  like  wife  frequented  by  the 
men;  but  at  different  hours  from 
thofe  fet  apart  for  the  women.  A 
man  who  fhould  dare  attempt  to  en¬ 
ter  while  they  are  within,  would  be 
feverelv  punifhed,  though  he  had 
the  good  fortune  toefcape  the  taffies, 
fandals,  and  wet  peflemals,  that  af- 
fault  him  in  flioals.  The  Turkifh 
womfen  are  inexorable,  when  the 
audacity  of  a  man  means  nothing 
more  than  infialt ;  but  it  is  impofli- 


ble  to  confider,  without  horror,  the 
difmal  confequences  of  the  blind 
paffions  to  which  they  are  fome- 
timcs  a  prey. 

44  I  do  not  fpeak  here  of  thofe 
women  who  fo  frequently  fell  their 
charms,  and  whofe  mutilated  dead 
bodies  I  have  often  feen  in  the  en¬ 
virons  of  Conftantinople.  The  cru¬ 
elty  of  the  men  who  murder  them, 
to  evade  paying,  or  to  avoid  the 
danger  of  being  taken  up  when 
bringing  them  back  into  the  city, 
is  a  villainy  which  may  be  account¬ 
ed  for,  either  by  avarice  or  fear. 
But  I  fpeak  of  thofe  women  of  a 
more  exalted  rank,  whom  an  irre- 
liflible  fury  overpowers,  and  who 
efcape  fecretlv  from  their  prifons. 
Thefe  unfortunate  creatures  alwavs 
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carry  off  with  them  their  jewels, 
and  think  nothing  too  good  for 
their  lover.  Blinded  by  their  un¬ 
happy  paffion,  they  do  not  perceive 
that  this  very  wealth  becomes  the 
caufe  of  their  deftrubtion.  The  vil¬ 
lains  to  whom  they  fly,  never  fail, 
at  the  end  of  a  few  days,  to  punifli 
their  temerity,  and  infure  the  pof- 
fellion  of  their  effects  by  a  crime, 
which,  however  monffirous,  the  go¬ 
vernment  is  leaft  in  hafle  to  punifli. 
The  bodies  of  thefe  miferable  wo¬ 
men,  ftript  and  mangled,  are  fre¬ 
quently  feen  floating  in  the  Port, 
under  the  very  windows  of  their 
murderers  ;  and  thefe  dreadful  ex¬ 
amples,  fo  likely  to  intimidate  the 
rdf,  and  prevent  fuch  madnefs, 
neither  terrify  nor  amend.” 
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«  IT?  XCEPT  the  habits  of  the 
fultan  and  the  mirzas,  which, 
without  being  rich,  have  a  kind  of 
fiudied  elegance,  the  Tartars  feek 
for  little  which  is  not  firidfly  necef- 
farv.  The  luxury  of  glafs  win¬ 
dows  is  confined  iolely  to  the 
prince’s  apartment  :  paper  frames 
are  ufed  in  winter,  and  taken  away 
in  fummer,  that  they  may  breathe 
more  freely,  and  have  a  full  view 
of  the  Black  Sea,  which  is  difeo- 
vered  at  a  difiance.  The  fultan  in¬ 
vited  me  to  fupper,  and,  though 
very  hungry,  I  foon  perceived  the 
excellent  frill  of  the  Niefier  were 
worthy  of  better  cooks. 

“  The  pleafures  of  hunting, 
hawking,  and  courfing,  feemed  to 
be  the  only  ones  in  which  the  Tar¬ 
tars  took  delight ;  and  the  fultan 
frequently  formed  hunting  parties, 
attended  by  numbers  of  the  mirzas. 
They  depart  for  the  chace  with 
arms  and  baggage  ;  it  lafis  feveral 
days  :  camps  are  formed  every 
night ;  a  body  of  troops  always 
follows  the  ferafker  ;  and  fometimes 
thefe  parties  of  pleafure  ferve  as 
pretexts  for  more  ferious  expedi¬ 
tions. 

44  The  night  was  fpent  in  repair¬ 
ing  a  fmall  carriage  I  had  bought  at 
Yaffi,  which  I  had  converted  into  a 
kind  of  bed.  A  cart  carried  our 
trunks,  with  which  m^  carriage  had 
been  loaded  as  far  as  Moldavia ; 
and  the  orders  of  the  fultan  being- 
expedited,  I  departed  the  next  day 
with  a  mirza,  whofe  office  it  was  to 
condudi  me,  with  an  efcort  of  forty 
horfemen,  armed  with  bows,  ar¬ 
rows,  and  fabres,  to  Bacficheferay. 

44  Little  accufiomed  to  military 
order  and  difeipline,  1  did  not  ex¬ 


pect  thefe  things  from  our  Tartars. 
After  we  had  palled  the  Niefier, 
however,  which  parts  Beffarabia 
from  Yedefan,  in  which  province 
the  hordes  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  a 
kind  of  rebellion,  the  officer  who 
.commanded  the  detachment  put  it 
into  a  regular  military  dilpolition. 
A  vanguard  of  twelve  horfe  pre¬ 
ceded  us  about  two  hundred  paces  ; 
four  men  were  placed  at  each  door 
of  the  carriage,  which  the  officer 
took  under  his  particular  care  ;  two 
carts  followed  after;  eight  men 
brought  up  the  rear,  and  two  pla¬ 
toons,  of  fix  men  each,  kept  at  a 
difianc^of  lix  hundred  paces  to  the 
right  and  the  left. 

44  The  plains  we  crolfed  are  (b 
level  and  open,  that  no  irregularity 
could  be  feen,  not  even  fa  much  as 
a  tree  or  a  flirub  :  r  >r  did  we  fee 
any  thing  during  the  whole  day, 
except  fome  Noguais,  whofe  heads 
the  piercing  eyes  of  our  Tartars 
diftinguifhed  when  the  earth’s  con¬ 
vexity  hid  the  refi  of  their  bodies. 
Each  of  thefe  Noguais  w^re  riding 
alone,  andthofe  whom  our  patroles 
interrogated,  relieved  us  from  the 
fear  of  the  pretended  troubles  which 
had  arifen. 

44  T  was  curious  to  know  their 
bufinefs,  and  learnt  that  thefe  peo¬ 
ple,  fuppofed  Nomades,  becaufe 
they  live  under  a  kind  of  tents, 
were  fettled,  however,  by  tribes  in 
vallies  eight  or  ten  fathoms  deep, 
which  interfedt  the  plains  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  which  are  more  than 
thirty  leagues  long,  though  but 
half  a  quarter  of  a  league  wide. 
Muddy  rivulets  run  through  the 
middle  of  them,  and  terminate  to¬ 
wards  the  fouth  in  linall  lakes, 

which 
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which  communicate  with  the  Black 
Sea.  On  the  borders  of  thefe  rivu¬ 
lets  are  the  tents  of  the  Noguais, 
as  well  as  the  filed s  meant  to  give 
fhelter,  during  winter,  to  the  nu¬ 
merous  flocks  and  herds  of  thefe 
paftoral  people. 

44  Each  proprietor  has  his  own 
mark,  which  is  burnt  into  the  thighs 
of  horfes,  oxen,  and  dromedaries, 
and  painted  with  colours  on  the 
wool  of  Iheep.  The  latter  are  kept 
near  the  owner’s  habitation,  but 
the  other  fpecies,  united  in  herds, 
are,  towards  the  fpring,  driven  to 
the  plains,  where  they  are  left  at 
large  till  the  winter.  At  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  this  feafon,  they  feek  and 
drive  them  to  their  Reds,  and  this 
fearch  was  the  blilinefs  of  the  No- 
guars  v  e  had  met. 

What  is  moil  lingular,  in  this 
fearch,  is,  that  the  Tartar  employ¬ 
ed  in  it  has  always  an  extent  of 
plain,  which,  from  one  valley  to 
•another,  is  ten  or  twelve  leagues 
Wide,  and  more  than  thirty  long, 
vet  does  not  know  which  way  to  di¬ 
rect  his  fearch,  nor  troubles  himfelf 
about  it.  He  puts  up  in  a  little 
bag,  fix  pounds  of  the  flour  of  roatl- 
cd  millet,  which  is  fuflicient  to  lafi 
him  thirty  days.  This  provifion 
made,  he  mounts  his  horfe,  flops 
not  till  the  fun  goes  down,  then 
cIors  the  animal,  leaves  him  to 
graze,  fups  on  his  flour,  goes  to 
fleep,  awakes,  and  continues  his 
route.  He  neglects  not,  however, 
to  obferve,  as  he  rides,  the  mark  of 
the  he*ds  he  happens  to  fee.  Thefe 
difeoveries  he  communicates  to  the 
different  Noguais  he  meets,  who 
have  the  fame  purfuits,  and,  in  his 
turn,  receives  fuch  indications,  as 
.jhelp  to  put  an  end  to  his  journey. 
It  is  certainly  to  be  feared  that  a 
people  fo  patient,  may,  one  day, 
furniili  formidable  armies. 

“  The  end  of  our  firil  day’s  jour¬ 


ney  was  fixed  for  the  neareff  valley, 
at  ten  leagues  diftance.  It  was  now” 
near  fun-fet,  and  I  law  nothing  be¬ 
fore  me  but  a  vaft  melancholy  plain, 
when  I  fuddenly  felt  my  carriage 
defeend,  and  beheld  a  file  of  obas, 
or  tents,  to  the  right  and  left,  ex¬ 
tending  farther  than  I  could  fee. 
We  crofted  the  rivulet  over  a  bad 
bridge,  near  which  1  found  three 
of  thefe  obas  out  of  the  line,  and 
one  of  them  intended  for  my  ufe. 
The  carriages  were  placed  behind, 
and  the  detachment  took  up  its 
quarters  juft  by  me. 

“  My  firfi:  care  was  to  examine 
the  whole  of  a  picture,  of  which 
my  party  formed  a  leparate  group. 
I  particularly  remarked  the  folitude 
in  which  wre  were  left,  and  was  the 
more  aftonilhed  at  it,  becaufe  I  fup~ 
poled  myfelf  an  object  that  in  fuch 
a  place  might  well  have  excited  cu- 
riolity.  The  mirza  had  left  me,  on 
our  arrival,  to  go  and  demand  pro- 
vifions  ;  while  1,  in  the  mean  time, 
examined  the  conftruCtion  of  my 
Tartarian  houfe.  It  was  a  large 
kind  of  hen-coop,  the  paling  of 
•which  was  in  a  circular  form,  and 
over  this  was  a  dome  open  at  the 
top.  A  felt  of  camel-hair  envel- 
loped  the  whole,  and  a  piece  of  this 
fame  felt  was  thrown  over  the  hole 
in  the  centre,  wftiich  ferved  to  give 
vent  to  the  flnoke.  I  obferved  alfo, 
that  the  obas,  inhabited  by  the  Tar¬ 
tars,  and  in  which  there  was  a  fire 
kindled,  had  each  of  them  this  fame 
piece  of  felt,  failened  in  form  of  a 
banner,  directed  towards  the  wind, 
and  fu Rained  by  a  long  pole,  which 
proje&ed  out  of  the  oba.  This 
fame  pole  alfo  ferved  to  lower  the 
felt,  and  fliut  the  vent-hole,  when 
the  fire,  being  extinguifhed,  ren¬ 
dered  its  remaining  open  ufelefs  or 
incommodious. 

44  I  particularly  admired  the  fo* 
lidity  and  delicacy  of  the  paling, 
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which  was  connedled  by  flips  of  raw 
hides  ;  and  I  learnt  that  my  tent, 
de dined  for  a  young  bride,  was  a 
part  of  her  marriage  portion. 

“  We  were  very  hungry,  and 
were  glad  to  fee  the  mirza  return 
with  two  fheep  and  a  kettle,  which 
he  had  procured.  They  fufpended 
the  kettle  to  the  centre  of  three 
flicks,  fet  up  in  the  form  of  a  py¬ 
ramid  ;  and  the  kitchen  thus  efla- 
bliflied,  the  mirza,  the  officer,  and 
fome  Tartars,  proceeded  to  kill  and 
difledl  the  fheep  :  fome  filled  the 
kettle,  while  others  prepared  fpits 
to  road  what  there  was  not  room  to 
boil.  I  had  taken  care  to  bring 
bread  with  me  from  Kichela.  This 
is  a  luxury  with  which  the  Noguais 
are  unacquainted.  Their  avarice 
alfo  forbids  them  the  habitual  ufe 
of  meat,  although  they  are  very 
fond  of  it.  My  curiofity  made  me 
wifli  to  know  their  manner  of  liv¬ 
ing,  and  to  add  fome  of  their  difhes 
to  the  good  cheer  they  were  pre¬ 
paring.  I  informed  the  mirza  of 
this  whim,  who  fmiled,  and  dis¬ 
patched  a  Tartar,  with  orders  to  fa- 
tisfy  my  curiotity. 

“  The  man  foon  returned  with  a 
velfei  full  of  mare’s  milk,  a  fmall 
bag  of  the  flour  of  roafted  millet, 
fome  white  balls  about  as  big  as  an 
egg  and  as  hard  as  chalk,  an  iron 
kettle,  and  a  young  Noguai,  tole¬ 
rably  well  d relied,  the  befl  cook  of 
the  horde.  1  diligently  obferved 
his  proceedings :  he  firft  filled  his 
kettle  three  parts  full  of  water, 
putting  in  about  two  pints  ;  to  this 
he  added  lix  ounces  of  his  meal. 
His  veflel  he  placed  near  the  fire, 
drew  a  fpatula  from  his  pocket, 
wiped  it  upon  his  fleeve,  and  turn¬ 
ed  his  liquid  all  one  way,  till  it  be¬ 
gan  to  fimmer.  He  then  demanded 
one  of  his  white  balls  (they  were 
cheefe  made  of  mare’s  milk,  fatu- 
rated  with  fait,,  and  dried)  broke'  it 
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in  fmall  bits,  threw  them  into  his 
ragout,  and  again  began  to  turn. 
His  rnefs  thickened,  he  ftill  turn¬ 
ing,  though  at  laft  with  effort,  till 
it  became  of  the  confidence  of 
dough  :  he  then  drew  away  his  fpa¬ 
tula,  put  it  again  in  his  pocket, 
turned  the  mouth  of  his  kettle  oa 
his  hand,  and  prefented  me  with  % 
cylinder  of  pafle  in  a  fpiral  form.  / 
1  was  in  hade  to  eat  of  it,  and  was 
really  better  pleaded  with  this  ra¬ 
gout  chan  1  had  expedled.  I  like- 
wife  tailed  the  mare’s  milk,  which 
perhaps  I  fhould  have  found  equally 
good,  could  I  have  divefled  myleif 
of  prejudice. 

“  While  I  was  thus  occupied 
concerning  my  fupper,  a  much  more 
intereding  feene  was  preparing  for 
exhibition,  i  before  obferved,  that 
the  Noguais,  at  my  arrival,  retired 
each  to  his  hut,  without  fhewing 
any  curiofity  to  lee  me  ;  and  I  had 
pacified  my  vanity  on  this  head, 
when  I  perceived  a  confiderable 
company  advancing  towards  us. 
The  order  and  flownefs  of  their  mo¬ 
tions,  deprived  us  of  all  apprehen- 
fions  on  their  parts,  though  we  did 
not  fufpeft  their  motives  for  this 
vifit.  When  they  were  about  four 
hundred  paces  diftant  they  hopped, 
and  one  of  them  advancing  to  the 
mirza,  my  conductor,  informed  hin\ 
of  the  defire  which  the  principal 
people  of  his  tribe  had  to  fee  us  ; 
adding,  that  unwilling,  in  the  lea  ft, 
to  trouble  our  repofe,  he  had  been 
deputed  to  alk  whether  this  curioli- 
ty  would  give  me  offence  ;  and  if 
not,  how  far  they  might  come, 
without  expofmg  me  to  the  lead  in¬ 
convenience. 

u  I  anfwered  the  ambaflador  my¬ 
feif,  and  allured  him  they  were  wel¬ 
come  to  mingle  with  us,  for  that, 
among-  friends,  there  was  no  di- 
flimflion  of  place,  much  lefs  a  pre- 
cife  boundary.  The  Noguai  infill¬ 
ed 
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ed  on  the  orders  he  had  received, 
and  the  mirza  rofe  to  indicate  how 
near  they  might  approach,  to  which 
limits  this  curious  company  foon 
came.  I  did  not  fail  to  meet,  in 
order  to  obferve  them  the  nearer, 
and  procure  myfelf  the  pleafure  of 
bei  ng  acquainted  with  thefe  good 
folks.  When  I  came  within  a  cer¬ 
tain  didance,  they  all  rofe,  and  the 
mod  remarkable  of  them,  to  whom 
I  addreffed  myfelf,  fainted  me  by 
taking  oft' his  bonnet,  and  inclining 
his  body. 

“  The  fame  ceremony  had  been 
obferved,  by  their  deputy,  to  the 
mirza,  at  which  I  was  the  more  fur- 
prifed,  becaufe  the  Turks  never  un¬ 
cover  the  head,  except  for  their  own 
eafe ;  and  that,  when  they  are  a- 
lone,  or  in  company  with  their  mod 
intimate  friends.  It  is  for  this  rea- 
fon  that  European  ambafTadors,  and 
their  attendants,  go  to  the  audiences 
of  the  grand  feignior  with  their 
heads  covered ;  for,  to  prefent  them- 
lelves  otherwile  before  a  Turk, 
would  be  a  want  of  refpedt.  I  fhall 
have  other  more  important  remarks 
to  make  relative  to  the  fimilarity  of 
cuftoms  between  us  and  the  Tar¬ 
tars. 

“  The  little  information  I  gained 
from  my  Noguais,  was  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  the  want  of  afking  them 
proper  queftions.  The  fatisfaftion, 
however,  which  novelty  always 
brings,  made  the  clofe  of  this  day 
agreeable  enough.  I  reconciled  my¬ 
felf  very  well  to  my  fupper  ;  but  as 
to  my  people,  Tartarian  cookery 
owed  all  its  fuccefs  with  them  to 
their  great  hunger,  which  finds  e^ 
very  thing  good.  They  underdood 
not  the  dodirine  of  amufing  them- 
felves  with  their  wants,  and  1  was 
apparently  the  objedl  of  their  la¬ 
mentations.  But  I  perceived  they 
only  wifhed  my  perfonal  eafe,  that 
they  might  acquire  the  right  of 


freely  bewailing  their  own  indivi¬ 
dual  privations.  By  faring  as  they 
did  only  could  I  filence  them  ;  and 
I  give  this  receipt  to  all  travellers, 
as  the  bed  they  can  follow. 

“  No  people  are  more  abftemi- 
ous  :  millet  and  mare’s  milk  are 
their  habitual  food,  and  yet  they 
are  exceedingly  carnivorous.  A 
Noguais  might  wager  that  he  would 
eat  a  whole  fheep,  and  gain  his  bet, 
without  danger  of  indige'dion.  But 
their  appetites  are  redrained  by  their 
avarice,  which  is  fo  great,  that  they 
generally  debar  themfelves  of  every 
thing  they  can  fell.  If  any  acci¬ 
dent  kill  one  of  their  cattle,  they 
then,  only,  regale  upon  his  fledi ; 
and  this  not  unlefs  they  find  it  time 
enough  to  bleed  the  dead  animal. 
They  follow  this  precept  of  Maho¬ 
met,  likeivife,  with  refpedf  to  beads 
that  are  didempered':  they  carefully 
obierve  each  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
that  they  may  feize  the  moment 
when,  their  avarice  condemned  to 
lofe  the  value  of  the  bead,  their 
appetite  may  dill  afford  them  fome 
Gpnfolation,  by  killing  it  an  inftant 
before  its  natural  death. 

46  The  fairs  of  Balta,  and  others 
edablifhed  on  their  frontiers,  are 
the  emporiums  to  which  they  annu¬ 
ally  bring  their  immenfe  flocks  and 
herds.  The  corn  they  grow  in 
fuch  abundance,  finds  a  ready  vent 
by  the  Black  Sea,  as  well  as  their, 
fleeces,  whether  they  confid  of  the 
whole  produce  of  their  docks,  or 
only  the  pelades.  To  thefe  objects 
of  commerce  are  added  fome  bad 
hides,  and  great  quantity  of  hares- 
fkins. 

44  Thefe  different  articles,  united, 
annually  produce  the  Tartars  con- 
fiderable  lums,  which  they  only  re¬ 
ceive  in  ducats  of  gold,  Dutch  or 
Venetian  :  but  the  ufe  they  make 
of  thefe  annihilates  every  idea  of 
wealth,  which  fuch  numerical  enor¬ 
mity 
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mity  prefents.  Conffantly  aug¬ 
menting',  without  turning  any  part 
of  their  llore  into  circulation,  a- 
varice  feizes  andengluts  thefe  trea- 
lures,  while  the  plains  in  which 
they  are  buried  affords  not  the  leaff 
indication  or  guide  to  future  re- 
fearch.  The  numerous  Noguais 
who  have  died,  without  telling’ 
their  fecret,  have  already  occalion- 
ed  the  Iofs  of  vaft  hums  :  hence  it 
may  be  prefumed  thefe  people  are 
perfuaded,  that,  were  they  forced 
to  abandon  their  country,  they 
might  leave  their  money  without 
loiing  their  property.  In  faff,  it 


would  be  the  fame  to  them  at  five 
hundred  leagues  diftance,  fince  they 
only  poffefs  it  in  idea  ;  but  this 
idea  is  fo  powerful  among  them, 
and  fo  delightful,  that  a  Tartar  is 
frequently  known  to  feize  the  ob- 
jeft  he  covets  for  the  foie  pleafure 
of  enjoying  it  a  moment.  Soon 
obliged  to  retlore  it,  he  is  likewife 
obliged  to  pay  a  confiderable  fine  ; 
but  he  has  had  his  wilh,  and  is  fa- 
tisfied.  The  avarice  of  a  Tartar 
never  days  to  calculate  eventual 
lofs,  but  enjoys  the  momentary 

•  j ) 

gain. 
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<r<  IT  F  we  confide r  it  in  relation  to 
what  conllitutes  the  real 
power  of  a  fate,  the  politician  will, 
perhaps,  look  with  a  kind  of  con¬ 
tempt  on  this  great  metropolis  ol 
the  world,  this  nurfe  ot  every  fci- 
enee  and  every  art,  now  become  a 
province  ofthefeeblefl  of  all  empires. 
But  the  political  phiiofopher  will 
confidei  it  in  a  light  more  worthy 
of  his  attention,  fhould  hedifcover, 
in  the  climate,  production,  and  po¬ 
pulation  of  Egypt,  the  means  by 
which  it  has  been  rendered  fo  ce¬ 
lebrated.  Thefe  advantages,  which 
ages  cannot  deffroy,  and  which 
have  refilled  the  greateli  revolu¬ 
tions,  will  appear  to  him  preferable 
to  fuch  as,  like  chemical  competi¬ 
tions,  are  to  be  decompofed  by  the 
contrary  procels  to  that  by  which 
they  were  produced. 

u  Such  have  been,  no  doubt, 
thofe  kingdoms,  the  memory  of 
which  has  been  preferved  by  hifio- 
ry,  though  geography  can  now 
fcarcely  point  out  the  iituation  of 


their  capitals.  Wefhall  perceive, that 
in  Egypt,  the  greateli  kings  endea¬ 
voured  to  acquire  fame,  by  labours 
uferul  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
country  :  with  thefe  they  appealed 
that  thirll  for  glory  which,  among 
other  monarchs,  was  perpetually 
prbdudtive  of  violence  and  rapine. 

“  If  fo  prodigious  a  lake  as  that 
of  Moeris,  may  be  fuppofed  to  be 
formed  by  the  hands  of  men,  the 
utility  of  this  immenfe  refer  voir 
would  be  the  greateli  monument  of 
the  beneficence  of  the  Pharaohs  : 
but  if  the  extent  and  depth  of  this 
lake  leave  fome  doubt  as  to  its  ori¬ 
gin,  none  can  be  entertained  with 
regard  to  that  of  the  canals  of  Jo- 
feph,  or  Trajan,  that  of  Alexandria, 
or  thofe  of  Delta  :  they  are  vitibly 
the  work  of  human  indullry. 

“  The  facility  with  which  the 
country  is  watered,  leaves  no  part 
of  it  uncultivated  ;  and  the  rich- 
nefs.of  the  foil,  by  multiplying  the 
harvell,  maintains  and  animates  the 
population.  There  is  no  country 

to 
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to  be  found  in  which  it  is  more  re¬ 
markable  than  in  Egypt.  Delta, 
the  provinces  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft, 
and  all  thole  on  each  fide  of  the 
Nile,  quite  up  to  the  Tropic,  are 
populous  to  an  amazing  degree.  .1 
have  been  told,  that  there  are  more 
than  nine  thoufand  villages  and 
twelve  hundred  towns  in  Egypt. 
It  is  very  certain,  they  are  fo  near 
to  each  other,  that  having  ftopt  at 
Mentoobes,  below  Fooa,  1  reckoned 
forty-two  within  light  ;  the  farthell 
of  which  was  not  two  leagues  off. 

44  Wherever  the  inundation  can 
reach,  there  habitations  are  eredl- 
ed,  on  little  hills,  raifed  for  that 
purpofe,  which  ferve  for  the  com¬ 
mon  foundation  of  all  the  houfes 
which  ftand  together,  and  which 
are  contrived  to  take  up  as  little 
room  as  poftible,  that  they  may  fave 
all  the  ground  they  can  for  culti¬ 
vation.  This  precaution  is  necef- 
fary  to  prevent  the  waters  waffling 
away  the  walls,  which  are  only  of 
mud. 

44  The  villages  are  always  fur- 
rounded  by  an  infinite  number  of 
pointed  turrets,  meant  to  invite  thi¬ 
ther  the  pigeons,  in  order  to  colledt 
their  dung.  Every  village  has, 
likewife,  a  fmall  wood  of  palm- 
trees  near  it,  the  property  of  which 
is  common  :  thefe  fupply  the  inha¬ 
bitants  with  dates  for  their  con- 
fumption,  and  leaves  for  the  fabri¬ 
cation  of  balkets,  mats,  and  other 
things  of  that  kind.  Little  caufe- 
ways  raifed,  in  like  manner,  above 
the  inundation,  prefer ve  a  commu¬ 
nication  during  the  time  it  lafts. 

44  The  cities  are  all  fituated  on 
the  Nile,  or  the  great  canals  ;  the 
houfes  in  them  are  built  of  brick, 
feveral  ftories  high,  and  in  a  tafte 
like  that  in  vogue  with  us  during 
the  reign  of  Francis  the  Firft.  The 
palm-trees  which  furround  them, 
and  the  veifels  which  line  the  banks 


of  the  river,  add  to  the  beauty  of 
their  lituation. 

44*It  is  thus,  by  uniting  agricul¬ 
ture  with  commerce,  that  all  the 
cities  of  Egypt  continually  invite, 
encourage,  and  profit  by  the  induf- 
try  which  encircles  them  :  but  the 
advantages  which  Cairo  enjoys  are 
not  confined  to  the  interefis  of  E- 
gypt.  Its  commerce  embraces  both 
the  hemifpheres,  and  its  ftreets  are 
continually  crowded  with  camels, 
which  bring  the  merchandifes  of 
Europe  and  the  Indies,  and  piled 
with  bales  of  goods  from  Madras 
and  Marfeilles  ;  fo  that  Cairo  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  centre  of  the  world. 

44  This  city,  called  by  the  Arabs 
Miflir,  is  fituated  on  the  right  fide 
of  the  Nile,  about  half  a  league 
from  the  river.  It  is  adjoining  to 
the  mountains  of  Arabia  :  at  the 
eaftern  angle  of  thefe  mountains  the 
caftle  of  Cairo  is  built.  Boolac 
and  Old  Cairo  form  the  fuburbs  : 
and  if,  when  added  to  the  city,  we 
fliall  find  alTembled  here  not  lefs 
than  feven  hundred  thoufand  per- 
fons,  we  have  then  another  proof 
of  the  great  number  of  inhabitants 
in  Egypt. 

44  Cairo  contains  feveral  fquares, 
fufficiently  fpacious  to  invite  and 
deferve  decoration ;  flich  as  the 
fquare  of  Lufbequia,  that  of  Rome- 
lia,  and  that  of  the  Great  Mofque, 
named  Sultan  Malian :  but  all  the 
ftreets  are  narrow,  ill-contrived, 
and  badly  paved.  The  palaces  them- 
felves,  which  contain  fuch  great 
wealth,  have  nothing  in  their  ex¬ 
terior  appearance  fuitable  to  the  o- 
pulence  of  this  city, 

44  Enriched  and  occupied  with 
the  commerce  of  Egypt  by  the  Nile, 
of  Europe  by  the  Mediterranean, 
and  of  Yemen  and  the  Indies,  by 
the  Red  Sea,  this  capital  fvvallows 
up,  belides,  all  the  revenues  of  the 
great.  Its  fubfiftetice,  which  ap¬ 
pertains 
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pertains  alio  to  its  commerce,  aug¬ 
ments  its  riches  *  and  the  luxury 
which  follows  thence  is  increased 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  gold  is  ef- 
teemed  common  ;  nor  can  the  nch- 
.eft  manufactures  of  India  give  la- 
tisfaction. 

44  Whatever,  in  another  hate, 
could  only  be  the  effects  of  an  ad- 
miniitration  well  informed,  and 
conffantly  guided  by  the  molt  falu- 
tary  principles,  arifes  in  Egypt 
from  the  nature  of  the  foil.  The 
riches  of  its  productions  fatisfy  the 
avidity  of  its  tyrants,  and  defend 
the  cultivators  from  theit  tyranny. 
The  furplus  of  its  com,  become 
absolutely  neceffary  for  Arabia-Fe- 
lix,  by  furnifliing  its  commerce 
with  new  apd  certam  exchanges, 
affords  its  activity  the  mo  ft  folid 
and  independent  balls.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  ports  of  Egypt  are  Suez  and 
Alexandria  ;  but  it  is  not  in  thefe 
that  we  can  judge  of  the  importance 
of  commerce.  Where  there  are 
no  political  regulations,  there  can¬ 
not  exiff  either  individual  compa¬ 
nies,  excluiive  privileges,  or  fu- 
baltern  monopoly  ;  commerce  na¬ 
turally  hnds  its  level  ;  it  is  feized 
on  by  credit,  the  cultivator  is  its 
afiociate ;  and  its  agents  receive 
wages. 

44  The  poverty  of  the  cities  I 
have  juft  mentioned,  may,  without 
doubt,  be  referred  to  this  princi¬ 
ple  ;  they  are  only  the  hired  agents 
of  commerce.  Suez,  efpeciaily,  is 
remarkable  for  the  penury  of  its 
inhabitants.  The  Arabs  have  11- 
furped  the  right  of  becoming  the 
carriers  of  commerce,  without  re¬ 
nouncing  that  of  plundering  the 
merchants,  as  often  as  anarchy  pro- 
mifes  them  impunity. 

44  Befides  the  corn  Egypt  ex¬ 
changes  with  Yemen,  for  the  coffee 
with  which  Europe,  but  particularly 
Turkey,  is  fupplied,  rice,  flax, 


fait  of  natron,  employed  in  the  tan- 
neries,  fal  ammoniac,  ufeful  for 
tin-work,  fenna  and  faffranum  for 
dying,  and  the  moft  valuable  gums 
and  drugs,  are  objects  of  com¬ 
merce  equally  important. 

44  Sugar  is  the  only  article  in 
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which  the  mduftry  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  is  confined  to  what  is  necef- 
fary  for  home  ccnfumption  •  and 
the.  little  powder-fugar,  Which  is 
exported  to  Conftantinople,  gives 
no  great  idea  of  the  goodnefs  of 
that  commodity,  brought  from 
the  Higher  Egypt  and  relined  at. 
Cairo. 

44  Delta,  like  wife,  produces  a 
great  quantity  of  fu par- canes  ;  but 
they  are  only  cultivated  for  she 
p  leaf  lire  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
life  the/m  in  their  re  pails. 

44  ji  more  ufeful  branch  of  in- 
duftry  is  that  of  the  linen  manu¬ 
facture  ;  it  is  under  no  regulations, 
and  extends  as  far  as  the  cataracts  $ 
as  does  the  culture  of  indigo.  In 
this  burning  climate,  where  no 
clothing  is  worn  but  a  linen,  hurt, 
or  frock,  which  is  always  dyed 
blue,  the  furplus  of  this  manufac¬ 
ture  affords  another  article  for  ex¬ 
portation.  The  coaffs  of  Syria, 
and  the  whole  inland  country,  quite 
up  to  Damn  feus,  are  fupplied  with 
fait  from  the  pits  of  the  Lower  E« 

STPr* 

44  It  is  worthy  obfervation,  that 
foreign  plants,  brought  into  Egypt,, 
degenerate  to  inch  a  degree  as  to 
be  incapable  of  reproduction.  This 
is  the  cafe  of  indigo  ;  and,  what  is 
not  lefs  remarkable,  is,  that  the 
fields  of  indigo,  which  are  every 
year  fown  with  frefh.  feeds,  brought 
from  Syria,  furnifli  the  Egyptians 
with  a  very  fine  dye,  though  this 
fame  plant  is  of  much  inferior  qua¬ 
lity  in  its  original  foil. 

44  It  is  plain,  from  this  remark,, 
that  the  indigo  of  Syria  fliouid  be 
F  "  tranf- 
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tranfplanted,  but  that  the  richnefs 
of  the  foil,  and  heat  of  the  fun,  in 
Egypu,  make  that  country  a  kind 
of  hot-houfe,  which  damages  the 
quality  of  the  feed. 

“  To  this  fertility  and  richnefs 
of  the  productions  of  Egypt,  mull 
he  added  a  moil  falubrious  air.  We 
fliall  be  more  particularly  ftruck 
•with  this  advantage,  when  we  con- 
lider,  that  Rofetta,  Damietta,  and 
Manfoora,  which  are  encompaffed 
with  rice-grounds,  are  much  cele¬ 
brated  for  the  healthinefs  of  their 
neighbourhood  ,  and  that  Egypt  is, 
perhaps,  the  only  country  in  the 
world  where  this  kind  of  culture, 
which  requires  llagnant  waters,  is 
not  unwholefome.  Riches  are  not 
there  deilrudtive  to  the  lives  of 
men. 

“  The  refearches  I  have  care¬ 
fully  made,  concerning  the  plague, 
which  I  once  believed  to  originate 
an  Egypt,  have  convinced  me,  that 
it  would  not  be  fo  much  as  known 
there,  were  not  the  feeds  of  it  con¬ 
veyed  thither  by  the  commercial 
mtercourfe  between  Conilantinople 
and  Alexandria.  It  is  in  this  lad 
city  that  it  always  begins  to  appear ; 
it  but  rarely  reaches  Cairo,  though 
no  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent 
it ;  and  when  it  does,  it  is  prefently 
extirpated  by  the  heats,  and  pre¬ 
sented  from  arriving  as  far  as  the 
Saide.  It  is  likewife  well  known, 
that  the  penetrating  dews,  which 
fall  in  Egypt  about  midfummer, 
dedroy,  even  in  Alexandria,  all  re¬ 
mains  of  this  didemper, 

“  It  is  only  upon  the  (bores  of 
the  Mediterranean,  to  the  di fiance 
of  ten  leagues,  within  land,  that 
rain  is  known  in  Egypt ;  very 
rarely  does  it  extend  farther.  At 
Cairo  they  have  hardly  two  hours 
gentle  rain  in  a  whole  year.  The 
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lioife  of  thunder  is  never  heard,  and 
(forms,,  no  where  frequent  in  E- 
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gypt,  always  difcharge  their  fury 
on  the  deferts  of  Lybia  and  Ara¬ 
bia,  where  there  is  nothing  to  de- 
(troy.  Thus,  every  thing  concurs 
to  confer  on  Egypt  the  mod  pre¬ 
cious  gifts  of  nature.  Birds,  of 
every  kind,  and  of  the  mod  rare 
fpecies,  feem  to  haften  thither  in 
(locks,  to  enjoy  the  beauties  of  the 
country,  and  add  their  various 
melody  to  the  gaiety  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants. 

u  The  Nile  offers  a  mod  inte- 
reding  picture  of  this  kind.  '1  he 
banks  of  this  river,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  all  the  canals,  are  crowded  with 
vad  numbers  of  peafants ;  conti¬ 
nually  employed  in  watering  the 
country,  either  by  their  own  la¬ 
bour,  or  the  management  of  thofe 
animals  which  relieve  it.  An  infi¬ 
nite  number  of  draw-wells,  worked 
with  a  wheel,  are  contrived  for  this 
purpofe ;  the  waters,  which  are 
railed,  are  poured  into  a  channel, 
and  didributed  among  the  grounds, 
at  a  didance  from  the  river,  by  va¬ 
rious  canals,  which  the  indudry 
and  activity  of  the  cultivator  pre¬ 
pares,  with  intelligence  and  ceco- 
nomy.  Women,  occupied  with  the 
care  of  their  families,  are  feen  car¬ 
rying  home  water,  for  its  ufe,  in 
jars  upon  their  heads ;  others  wafh 
their  linen,  bleach  that  which  is 
newly  made,  fpread  it  out,  and  give 
themlelves  up  to  that  chearfulnefs 
and  gaiety,  fo  natural  to  them  on 
every  occafion,  making  the  air  re¬ 
found  wi:h  their  (brill  voices,  the 
ululatus  of  the  Romans.  The 
barges,  which  pafs  from  one  city  to 
another,  the  boats  employed  in  the 
conveyance  of  commodities,  and 
the  navigation  which  commerce 
maintains,  add  to  the  variety  and 
motion  of  the  fcene. 

u  This  navigation  is  principally 
remarkable  for  the  agility  of  the 
watermen,  and  the  manner  in  which 

they 
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they  convey  the  pottery-ware,  made 
in  the  Higher  Egypt.  It  will  be 
necettfary,  before  this  is  explained, 
to  ohferve,  that  the  earthen  pans, 
made  to  preferve  water,  ought  to 
be  the  biyyer,  the  farther  thole  for 
whofe  ufe  they  are  intended  dwell 
from  the  river  ;  and  as  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  Lower  Egypt  relide  at 
the  greater  diflance,  the  potters, 
who  dwell  in  the  Higher,  contrive, 
accordingly,  the  raft  by  which  they 
convey  their  wares.  The  large ll 
jars,  fattened  by  their  handles,  form 
the  firif  row  ot  the  raft ;  the  mid- 
dle-fized  are  placed  next,  and  the 
leaft  uppermoil  ;  the  proprietor 
contrives  for  himfelf  a  convenient 
ifation,  and,  furnifhed  with  a  long 
pole,  commits  himfelf  to  the  courfe 
of  the  waters,  without  fearing  run¬ 
ning  aground  on  a  foft  clay,  which 
can  do  no  damage.  Thus  he  ar¬ 
rives  at  Delta,  and  foon  gets  rid  of 
his  pile  of  pottery,  by  the  fuccef- 
iive  fale  of  all  the  materials  of 
which  it  is  compofed. 

44  The  Egyptians,  naturally  mild 
and  timid,  are  alfo  fprightly  and 
temperate.  All  their  actions  par¬ 
take  of  this  character  ;  they  are 
terrified  by  the  lead:  accident,  and 
familiarized  by  the  fmalleft  encou¬ 
ragement.  The  talle  of  this  people 
for  dancing,  has  introduced  into 
Egypt  female  dancers,  who  have 
neither  modefliy  nor  referve,  and 
only  pleafe  by  the  contrary  extra¬ 
vagance. 

44  The  Egyptians,  were  it  not 
for  the  brownnefs  of  their  tanned 
ikins,  would  certainly  have  a  fine 
complexion.  Their  perfons  are 
genteel  and  well  fhaped.  Both  the 
men  and  women  fwim  like  fifli. 
Their  clothing  is  only  a  blue  fhirt, 
which  but  indifferently  conceals  the 
pudency  of  the  women  ;  the  men 
gird  it  round  them,  for  conveni¬ 
ence,  while  they  labour j  the  chil¬ 


dren  always  yo  naked,  and  I  have 
leen  girls,  eighteen  years  old,  hill 
children,  in  that  refpedh 

44  Mahometanifm  is  the  prlncL 
pal  religion  of  the  Egyptians  ;  but 
they  have  added  to  it  an  infinity 
of  ceremonies,  derived  more  from 
their  own  love  of  fhew  than  the 
precepts  of  the  prophet.  Fraterni¬ 
ties  of  penitents,  nodturrial  procef- 
fions  with  wax-candles,  vellments 
proper  for  that  kind  of  devotion,* 
chantings  and  mournings  at  inter-* 
vals,  and  the  epulum  ferale,  are  fo 
many  practices  which  belong  mors 
to  the  l'uperflition  of  their  ancef- 
tors  than  the  new  law  they  have 
received. 

44  The  Egyptians,  riotwithfland^ 
ing,  have  lefs  ferocity  in  their  pre¬ 
judices  than  the  Turks,  who  have 
lefs  f/jperlfition ;  the  reafon  of 
which  is,  that  thefe  latter  are 
proud,  while  the  Egyptians  are 
only  weak.  We  may  perceive,  that 
the  pomp  which  atte"  their  cere¬ 
monies,  is  more  regarded  by  them 
than  the  thing  fignified  ;  and  that 
their  gaiety  and  licentioufnefs  have 
more  part  in  the  pilgrimages  they 
undertake,  than  the  faint  to  whofe 
honour  they  afTemble. 

44  The  moll  revered  of  thefe  are 
the  Iman  Chali,  at  Cairo,  and  the 
Iman  of  Tiiita,  a  city  fltuated  in 
the  centre  of  Delta.  This  lall  faint 
is  called  Sayd,  Achmet,  and  Be- 
douit.  In  the  month  of  July,  more 
than  two  hundred  thoufand  per¬ 
fons,  from  the  Higher  and  Lower 
Egypt,  throng  to  this  tomb.  Com¬ 
merce,  which  turns  every  thing  to 
its  advantage,  has  ettablifhed  near 
it  a  confiderable  fair,  where  dancers 
and  mountebanks  are  found,  irt 
plenty,  during  the  time  it  lafb* 
Tiiita  then  contains  every  thing 
which  can  contribute  to  the  am  ufe - 
ment  of  the  pilgrims  :  and  the  thefe 
of  the.  mofepae  of  Sayd*  Achmet, 
JP  4  and 
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and  Bedouit,  gathers  an  ample  har- 
veft,  by  at  once  making  his  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  devotion  of  fome,  and 
the  love  of  pleafure  of  a  great 
many  others. 

“  Each  city  of  Egypt  has,  like- 
wife,  its  faint,  its  proceffions,  and 
its  diverlions,  which  are  frequented 
by  thofe  of  the  environs,  and  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  government.  It 
will  be  perceived,  that  the  faint  of 
the  capital  enjoys  his  privileges  as 
a  metropolitan,  and  that  his  tomb 
is  never  without  cuftom.  But  the 
devotion  of  the  women,  more  fer¬ 
vent  in  every  country  than  that  of 
the  men,  is  not  confined,  in  Egypt, 
to  the  invocation  of  the  dead  ;  and 
as  knaves  are  always  encouraged  by 
dupes,  there  are  to  be  found,  at 
Cairo,  many  faints  in  perfect  health, 
to  whom  they  prefer  paying  their 
addreffcs . 

44  Thefe  predeftinated  perfons 
take  their  ftation  at  the  door,  or  in 
the  court  of  the  mofques  ;  where, 
extended  on  a  ragged  mat,  they 
feem  loft  in  extaly,  and  in  poffef- 
Eon  of  the  joys  of  paradife,  while 
this  appearance  of  beatitude  in- 
fpires  veneration.  Others,  to  give 
themfelves  more  importance,  walk, 
gravely,  through  the  ftreet,  only 
covered  with  a  long  white  woollen 
tunic.  They  preach  up  a  contempt 
for  riches,  of  which  they  indolently 
demand  a  (bare,  and  prophefy  con¬ 
tinually  the  end  of  the  world. 

u  One  of  thefe  Egyptian  flints 
afforded  a  proof,  that  the  habit  of 
deceiving  others  may,  at  laft,  lead 
vis  to  deceive  ourfelves.  This  im- 
pbftor  had  worked  himfelf  up  to 
fuch  a  pitch  of  eiithuh aim,  as  to 
declare  to  the  people,  that,  on  fuch 
a  certain  day,  and  hour,  he  would 
crofs  the  Nile,  handing  upright  on 
his  rtitit,  only  by  pronouncing  the 
name  of  God.  Great  numbers  af- 
fembied  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 


The  faint  prefently  funk  to  the 
bottom,  and  his  foolifh  followers, 
for  fear  of  interrupting  him  in 
working  his  miracle,  fuffered  him 
to  be  drowned  without  any  a (ri fiance. 

44  Humanity,  though  degraded, 
in  Egypt,  by  thefe  pious  abfurdi- 
ties,  is,  at  the  fame  time,  honoured 
by  an  unlimited  foundation  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  blind  ;  and  it  is  on  fo 
enlarged  a  plan,  that  all  the  blind 
in  Egypt  are  affembled  at  Cairo. 
This  has  given  birth  to  the  opi¬ 
nion,  that  this  climate  occafions 
blindnefs. 

44  Thev  reckon  about  four  thou- 
find,  maintained  by  the  mofque  or 
fultan  Haffan ;  and  perhaps  this 
number  does  not  exceed  that  of 
other  countries,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  the  inhabitants.  It 
mu  ft,  however,  be  allowed,  that  in 
Egypt,  the  clafs  of  individuals  who 
are  accuffomed  to  lie  in  the  ttreets, 
or  on  the  terraces  of  houfes,  are 
particularly  fubjedt  to  this  misfor¬ 
tune.  A  cold  dew,  which  falls 
during  the  night,  makes  the  eye¬ 
lids  tender,  and  dilpofes  them  to 
ulcerate  with  the  heat  of  the  day. 
But  the  fitrht  of  thofe  who  lie  un- 

o 

der  cover,  does  not  fuffer  fo  much 
as  it  would  by  intemperance  in  o- 
ther  climates. 

44  After  having  confdered  the 
monuments  of  Egypt,  the  ferenity 
of  its  fky,  its  population,  the  in- 
duftry  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the 
riches  of  its  produdtions,  nothing 
remains  but  to  caff  an  eye  of  con¬ 
tempt  on  its  government, 

44  Georgian  children,  brought 
and  fold  in  Egypt,  replace  thofe 
who  die  out  of  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
fand  Mamalukes.  This  final  1  num¬ 
ber  furnifhes  the  beys,  their  ty¬ 
rants,  the  fubaltern  officers,  more 
cruel  than  their  mafters,  and  the 
troops,  who  execute  and  aggravate 
their  barbarous  orders. 


44  From 
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u  From  an  examination  of  the 
Canons,  or  Code,  of  Sultan  Selim, 
it  may  be  prefumed,  that  prince 
rather  capitulated  with  the  Mama- 
lukes,  than  obtained  a  complete 
conqueft  of  Egypt.  It  is  plain, 
that  he  left  the  government  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  four-and-twenty 
beys,  and  only  endeavoured  to  ba¬ 
lance  their  authority  by  that  of  a 
pacha,  whom  he  appointed  go¬ 
vernor-general  and  president  of  the 
council.  This  power  fubfifted  as 
long  as  the  Porte  could  afford  af- 


fiflance  to  its  officers ;  but  the  de¬ 
cay  of  its  ftrength  foon  obliged  it 
to  endeavour,  by  dividing  the  beys, 
to  maintain  itfelf  againft  their  en¬ 
croachments.  Thus,  by  always 
taking  part  with  the  weakeft  fide, 
the  Turks  have  continually  created 
themfelves  new  enemies  ,•  and  thefe 
frequent  errors  have  reduced  the 
word  pacha  to  a  mere  title,  to  which 
the  Mamalukes  fometimes  pay  ho¬ 
mage  but  always  keep  him,  by 
whom  it  is  ppffefied,  in  dole  con¬ 
finement* 


[  £6  ] 


CLASSICAL  and  POLITE 

CRITICISM. 

&£  the  INVENTION  of  LANG  U  A  G  E, 
[From  Air.  Gregory’s  Ell  ays,  Hiftorical  and  Moral.] 


f*  TfjHILOSOPHERS,  whofe  cu- 

jjj[  riofity  has  not  been  adfive 
enough  to  overcome  their  averlion 
to  labour,  have  been  fond  of  attri¬ 
buting  to  a  Divine  revelation  the 
invention  of  language.  This,  it 
muft  be  conreffed,  is  a  very  conclfe 
method  of  getting  rid  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  but  lince  it  can  only  ferve 
to  reprefs  the  free  fpirit  of  inquiry, 
I  hope  to  lland  excufed  if  I  profefs 
myfelf  difcontented  with  this  pious 
folution,  and,  with  no  ill  intention, 
prefume  to  extend  a  little  farther 
my  refe arches. 

44  It  is  not  enough  to  fay,  that 
we  have  no  authority  from  Scrip¬ 
ture  for  afcribing  the  invention  of 
language  dire&ly  to  the  Supreme. 
Being  ;  we  have  its  authority  to 
albert,  that  at  lead  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  ifirft  language  was  of 
human  production,  for  46  Adam 
o-ave  names  to  the  different  crea- 
tures.  Should  the  miraculous  con- 
t'ulion  of  language  at  Babel  be 
adverted  to,  I  reply,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  fay  what  was  the 
nature  of  that  confufion ;  whether 
it  confided  in  the  invention  of 
new  terms,  or  in  the  improper  life 
pf  the  old.  The  miracle  at  Babel 
might  be  only  a  temporary  confu¬ 
sion,  Sufficient  to  fet  alide  that  ufc- 
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lefs  and  abfurd  undertaking  :  and 
it  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  confequent  difperllon  of  man¬ 
kind  was  the  effect  of  dilfenlions 
occasioned  by  having  mifunderdood 
each  other,  than,  that  they  could 
not  live  together,  becaufe  they  did 
not  all  continue  to  fpeak  the  fame 
language. 

44  The  origin  of  language,  as 
well  as  of  mankind,  is  a  fubjedt  ne- 
ceifarily  involved  in  much  obfeu- 
rity.  The  mod  ancient  traditions 
favour  the  hypotlrefis,  which  de¬ 
rives  languages  as  well  as  nations 
from  an  original  or  primitive  dock. 
A  whimdcal  experiment  was  made 
in  Egypt,  by  which  it  was  thought 
to  be  determined,  that  the  Phry¬ 
gians  were  the  mod  ancient  people. 
Two  infants  were  taken  from  fo- 
ciety,  before  they  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  learning  any  articulate 
found  ;  they  were  carefully  obferv- 
ed,  in  order  to  find  in  what  lan¬ 
guage  they  would  begin  to  exprels 
themfelves  ;  and  the  drft  word  that 
they  pronounced  was  /3exo< •  (bekos) 
the  Phrygian  word  for  bread.  The 
experiment  was  abfurd,  the  refult 
was  probably  accidental,  and  the 
fad!  only  ferves  to  prove  what  were 
the  opinions  of  the  Egyptians  upon 
thefe  fubjedts,  and  that  they  favour- 
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ed  the  hypothecs  of  a  primitive 
language.  A  more  deciiive  argu¬ 
ment  is  deduced  from  the  very 
finking  analogy  that  has  been  trac¬ 
ed  between  the  languages  of  na¬ 
tions  the  moll  remote  from  each 
other.  Herodotus,  indeed,  relates, 
that  even  at  a  very  early  period, 
the  Scythians  and  the  other  na¬ 
tions  of  the  North  with  the  ut  mo  ft 
difficulty  underftood  each  other, 
and  that  the  language  of  one  of 
thofe  nations  could  only  be  made 
intelligible  to  another  through  feven 
interpreters.  It  is  certain,  notwith- 
ftanding,  that  many  languages  ap¬ 
pear  almoft  totally  different,  the 
radicals  of  which  are,  for  the  moil 
part,  the  fame  ;  and,  as  there  is  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  the  original  lan¬ 
guage  very  copious  at  the  firft  dif- 
perfion  of  mankind,  the  different 
dialebfs  would  be  diverging  from  it, 
in  proportion  as  new  inventions  or 
improvements  demanded  an  aug¬ 
mentation  of  each  national  vocabu¬ 
lary. 

44  The  hypothesis,  however,  of 
a  primitive  language  will  not  be 
found  inconiiilent  with  the  theory, 
which  I  fhall  endeavour  to  eftab- 
lifh  ;  ftnee  it  is  my  intention  to  de- 
monftrate,  not  only  how  fitch  a 
language  might  be  at  firft  invented, 
but  by  what  means  fucceffive  alte¬ 
rations  might  be  introduced,  both 
to  augment  and  difguife  it. 

44  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  modern 
author,  that  a  perfedt  language  muft 
be  the  effedft  of  art,  conllrueled 
upon  certain  principles,  and  a  pri¬ 
ori  reafoning.  The  Greek  he  af- 
ferts  to  be  this  perfedt  language, 
aud  labours  with  much  ingenuity  to 
prove  that  it  was  framed  by  rule, 
and  delivered  by  its  inventors  at 
once  complete  for  popular  ufe.  To 
fuch  a  conjecture  (for  the  total 
want  of  evidence  to  the  fadt  leaves 
it  barely  fuch),  it  may  be  replied  ; 


that  to  force  a  language  on  a  peo« 
pie,  or  to  alter  entirely,  and  at 
once,  the  dialed!  of  a  country,  has 
generally  been  conftdered  as  a  vi- 
iionary  projedi ;  that  the  many  a- 
nomalies  of  the  Greek  language, 
though  confeftedly  the  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  and  moft  perfedt  extant,  and 
the  number  of  words  which  are 
evidently  derived  from  other  lan¬ 
guages,  make  diredtly  againft  fuch 
an  opinion  ;  that,  in  fine,  the  great 
number  of  particles  and  conjunc¬ 
tions,  and  the  variety  in  the  in¬ 
flexions  of  the  verbs,  of  which  the 
fecond  aorift  and  fecond  future  are 
certainly  redundancies,  argue,  that 
the  Greek  is  in  reality  a  compolition 
of  feveral  different  dialedls. 

44  But  though  it  be  not  admitted 
that  aiji  united  body  of  philofophers 
could,  in  the  early  ftages  of  fo- 
ciety,  meet  and  adapt  a  language 
to  common  ufe  ;  there  is  a  certain 
uniformity  in  the  operWuns  of  the 
human  mind,  which  affords  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  art,  where  nature,  or 
occasional  convenience,  have  adted 
without  regard  to  fyftem.  It  is  re¬ 
marked  that,  in  thofe  languages 
which  have  been  leaft  corrupted  by 
a  communication  with  others,  the 
radical  founds  are  few,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  language  is  plainly  formed 
by  compolition  :  there  is  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  art,  becaufe  there  is  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  regularity  ;  but  it  is 
the  regularity  of  nature.  The 
means  which  the  philofopher  pre¬ 
fers  for  eafe,  the  favage  adopts 
through  the  weaknefs  of  his  reafon¬ 
ing  powers.  An  ingenious  pro¬ 
jector  publifhed  a  plan,  not  many 
years  ago,  for  a  philofophical  lan¬ 
guage.  His  plan  was,  fo  adopt  a 
few  vowel  founds  to  denote  the  ge¬ 
nera,  and  the  different  fpecies  were 
to  be  diftinguifhed  by  different 
modes  of  compofition.  Who  would 
look  for  the  execution  of  this  inge- 
F  4  pious 
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nious  and  fyftematic  procefs  at  Ota- 
heite  r  Yet  fuch  has  been  in  a  great 
meafure  undefignedly  the  cafe.  In 
the  language  of  Otaheite  ai  figni- 
lies  to  eat ,  or  to  fatisfy  the  firft  ap¬ 
petite  of  human  nature  ;  eai  figni- 
fies  to  copulate ,  or  to  fatisfy  another 
appetite  ;  eiya  iigniftes  to  catchfjh, 
aiya ,  to  ft  cal  or  rob— all  of  them  al¬ 
luding  to  the  fatisfadion  of  wants 
and  appetites.  In  the  fame  lan¬ 
guage  e-wai  dignifies  water',  aval, 
the  foot :  whence  we  may  venture 
to  conclude,  that  the  radical  waz  or 
<vai  hgnifies  fomething  beneath  or 
under  us.  This  kind  of  regularity 
in  compofttion,  notwith  ft  a  nding  the 
variety  introduced  from  the  differ¬ 
ent  dialeds,  is  very  obfe'rvahle  in  the 
Greek,  and  undoubtedly  induced 
lord  Monboddo  to  fuppofe  it  a  lan¬ 
guage  of  art. 

u  In  purfuance  of  what  has  been 
premifed,  and  confidently  with  what 
is  to  follow,  1  will  venture  to  pro- 
pofe  it  as  the  bails  of  my  theory, 
that  language  is  altogether  a  hu¬ 
man  invention  ;  and  that  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  mind,  in  the  invention 
and  improvement  of  language,  is, 
by  certain  natural  gradations,  plain¬ 
ly  difcernible  in  the  competition  of 
words.  The  firft  men  would  pro¬ 
bably  make  known  their  wants  and 
defires,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  in¬ 
articulate  founds,  addons,  and  ge fu¬ 
tures  ;  in  procefs  of  time,  particu¬ 
lar  founds  would  be  ufually  annex¬ 
ed  to  particular  ideas  ;  and  thefe 
founds  would  become  articulate,  by 
uniting  two  or  more  of  them  to¬ 
gether,  for  inftance,  the  thing  or 
adion  with  the  manner  or  the  time 
in  which  it  exifted  or  was  perform¬ 
ed — Thus  Do  (I  give)  Do-di  or 
Bedi  (I  have  given). 

tt  The  fources  of  language  are, 
fir  ft,  thofe  natural  cries,  which  ferve 
to  exprefs  pain  or  plealure,  and 
w|iich  generally  accompany  any 


flrong  paftion  or  emotion  ;  and  fc 
condly,  imitative  founds. 

u  The  primitive  parts  of  fpeech 
appear  to  be,  i.  Noun.  2.  Verb. 

3.  Interjedion.  The  derivative, 

4.  the  adjedire,  3.  the  pronoun, 
6.  the  adverb,  7.  the  conjundion, 
8.  the  prepofition,  g.  the  arti¬ 
cle. 

u  I.  The  names  of  fenlible  ob- 
jeds  are  derived,  firfl,  from  thofe 
emotions,  which  the  perception  of 
them  excites,  whether  painful  or 
pleafant,  and  the  natural  cri£s  cor- 
refpondent  to  them.  Secondly, 
from  thofe  founds,  which  accom¬ 
pany  certain  adion s  of  nature,  and 
which  men,  endeavouring  to  de- 
feribe,  would  be  induced  to  imitate  ; 
fuch  are  buz z,  murmur  ;  of  which 
there  are  numberiefs  inftances  in  all 
languages,  and  particularly  in  the 
Greek.  Thirdly,  from  a  certain 
analogy  between  objeds  of  fight 
and  of  hearing.  A  craggy  rock,  or 
a  rapid  torrent  (confidered  as  an 
ohjed  of  fight)  affbeiatt  naturally 
with  a  broken  and  harfli  found. 
Quick  and  violent  motion  affeds 
the  fenfes  in  a  correfpondent  man¬ 
ner  ;  and,  in  deferibing  it,  men  in¬ 
voluntarily  adopt  a  huffy  and  vio¬ 
lent  enunciation,  often  accompanied 
with  much  adion.  Fourthly,  (in 
procefs  of  time,  and  when  language 
is  confiderably  improved)  from  com- 
polition,  as  daily  (the  flower)  from 
day's- eye  ;  nightingale  from  night , 
and  galan  (to  ling)  ;  with  many 
more  obvious.  Fifthly,  from  con- 
tradions  of  participles,  &c.  as  dawn 
from  drying* 

“  It  is  highly  probable,  that,  in 
many  cafes,  common  names  have 
been  adopted  from  proper  names  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  names  di- 
flinguifliing  the  relations  of  civil 
life,  were  probably  at  fir  ft  the  names 
of  individuals.  Thus,  in  the  firft 
language,  the  word  apfwerable  tq 

our 
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©111*  word  father ,  was  perhaps  de¬ 
rived  from  the  name  of  one  of  the 
Frit  fathers  of  the  tribe  or  family. 

(Anax)  f3etcn\ sv<;  (balfleus) 
&c.  were  perhaps  the  proper  names 
of  the  founders  of  monarchies,  as 
Ptolemy  and  Caefar.  In  a  more  ad¬ 
vanced  hate  of  language,  thefe 
nouns  are  formed  from  the  verbs 
denoting*  the  office  or  employment, 
as  rex  from  rex  if  infer  at  or  from  im- 
pcrOf  &c. 

44  The  proper  names  of  men  an¬ 
ciently  related  to  fome  peculiarity 
in  their  perfons  or  manners,  or  the 
place  where  they  dwelt,  as  Whccrm 
(Plato)  to  TrXuTvq  (platus)  hroadf 
from  being  broad  -  fhouidered. 
Names  are  common,  in  mod  parts 
of  Europe,  originally  derived  from 
trees ,  as  Jozc  de  Ferreira ,  i.  e,  Jo- 
feph  who  lives  near  the  pear-tree . 
Men  afterwards  acquired  names 
from  fome  notable  addion  or  occur¬ 
rence  ;  fuch  was  the  agnomen  and 
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frequently  the  cognomen  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans.  What  Herodotus  relates  of 
a  people,  who  were  without  proper 
names,  is  utterly  improbable. 

44  Proper  names  of  countries  are 
commonly  derived  from  the  iituation 
or  the  productions  of  the  foil,  as 
Europe  from  Evgvq  ( Kurus ,  broad  or 
extended)  and  up  ( opSf  the  face  or 
afpctl')  o 

44  The  names  of  months  in  Lap- 
land  are  taken  from  the  plants  or 
animals  that  appear  in  them.  In 
Otaheite,  they  are  derived  from  the 
chara&eriftics  of  the  feafon.  The 
name  of  the  firfl  month  (March) 
means  hunger  and  want ;  that  of  the 
fourth  month  (  June)  relates  to  an¬ 
gling  ;  the  eighth  month  (October) 
is  named  from  the  young  cocoa-nuts » 
The  ancients  ufed  fometimes  to 
tranflate  proper  names  into  their 
own  language  ;  and  hence  that  di- 
verlity  of  names  for  the  fame  place 
or  pei'fon,  which  has  proved  no 


fmall  difficulty  in  the  refearches  of 
the  learned. 

44  The  words  expreffing  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  the  mind  are  all  of  them, 
taken  from  tenfible  images,  as  A** 
(dike)  judgment,  from  hq  (dis)  and 
y.ioj  (keo)  to  cleave  in  two.  Fancy , 
from  Oavroccruiy,  (phantafma)  &c. 
The  words  applicable  to  bodily  mo¬ 
tion  all'o,  have  generally  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  adds  of  the  mind.  A 
way  has  always  been  ufed  to  ex- 
prefs  the  mode  of  attaining  one’s 
end  or  defire  ;  ovoooq  (poros)  and 
Bohoq  (methodos)  were  ufed  in  this 
ferffie  by  the  Greeks.  In  Otaheite, 
they  call  the  thoughtSf  the  words  of 
the  belly  :  a  covetous  man  is  called 
tahata-pirrepirre  ;  and  it  fliould  feem 
they  had  in  their  minds  the  idea  of 
narrow  ff Sf  or  gluing  and  flicking  to- 
getherf  when  they  formed  the  word  ; 
for  e-pirref  we  are  informed,  has 
that  lignification. 

44  II.  After  giving  naw^s  to  fen- 
lible  objedts,  words  were  neceffiiry 
to  fignify  the  ftate  in  which  things} 
exit!,  whether  as  agent  or  patient, 
and  how  they  acl  or  are  added  upon. 

44  Verbs  were,  I  doubt  not,  in¬ 
vented  entirely  in  the  fame  manner 
as  nouns,  and  moft  of  them,  I  ap-. 
prebend,  were  imitations  of  the 
founds  that  particular  adfions  of  na¬ 
ture  produce.  This  analogy  is  fill 
retained  in  many  languages,  under 
innumerable  corruptions  and  varia¬ 
tions  in  orthography  and  pronun*? 
ciation. 

■4  In  the  maturity  of  language, 
verbs,  like  nouns,  are  formed  by 
compoftion.  as  gain-fay  f  i.  e.  to  fay 
againfl. 

4i  III.  The  interjection  is  plainly 
no  other  than  the  iimple  inarticu¬ 
late  expreffion  of  a  paffion,  Inter- 
jedtions  were  more  numerous  in  the 
Greek  and  mod  of  the  ancient  lain 
guages  than  they  arc  in  the  mo¬ 
dern  ;  and  I  believe  they  are  fill 
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more  numerous  in  the  very  barba- 
rolls  languages.  Their  fignifica- 
tion,  while  they- remain  as  pure  in¬ 
terjections,  is  indefinite;  but  if  I  am 
not  midaken,  during  the  progref- 
iive  ftate  of  language,  many  words, 
which  were  originally  mere  inter¬ 
jections,  allii me  a  definite  iignifica- 
tion ;  and  they  prove  a  fruitful 
fouree  for  the  augmentation  of  lan¬ 
guage,  by  thus  becoming  in  time 
claffed  among  the  other  parts  of 
fpeech. 

“  IV.  The  fird  adjeCti ves  were 
probably  the  names  of  fubitances, 
in  which  the  qualities  denoted  by 
the  adjectives  were  predominant ;  or 
fome  flight  alteration  of  the  name 
mi  flit  take  place  for  difimdtion’s 
fake  :  fpecimens  of  this  kind  or  com¬ 
petition  we  have  in  many  adjectives 
of  modern  invention,  fuch  as  beaft - 
roguijh ,  &C. 

44  V.  The  perfonal  and  demon¬ 
strative  pronouns,  and  particularly 
that  of  the  fecond  perfon,  feem  to 
have  been,  in  molt  languages,  a 
kind  of  interjedtional  words,  poffi- 
bly  ufed  by  favages  even  before 
proper  names.  It  is  evident,  that 
tiling  the  proper  name  would  not 
explain  their  meaning  to  ftrangers, 
at  lead  mu  ft  render  it  very  ambigu¬ 
ous.  We  may  therefore  conclude, 
that  thefe  interjeCtional  expreffions 
ufually  accompanied  feme  geiture, 
fuch  as  pointing  to  the  object. 

44  The  relative  pronoun  is  de¬ 
rived  from  the  demonftrative. 

44  VI.  Adverbs  feem  to  be  prin¬ 
cipally  produced  from  three  fources. 
Firft/  from  a  fpecies  of  interjection, 
denoting  an  impulle  of  the  mind,  as 
no%Vf  then ,  here,  not ,  &c.  Secondly, 
from  a  compofition  of  two  or  three 
words  into  one,  as  always ,  without , 
together.  Sec.  I  hirdly,  from  adjec¬ 
tives,  by  adding  a  fyllable  void  of 
Signification,  itfelf,  but  which  ferves 
to  denote  that  the  word  has  chang¬ 


ed  its  date  into  that  of  an  adverb, 
as  great-ly ,  manifeJiPy ,  &c.  Not 
that  we  are  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
augmentative  fyllable  was  originally 
without  meaning  ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  in  all  lan¬ 
guages  it  is  a  contraction  of  fome 
word  that  denoted  dmilitude  or  par¬ 
ticipation.  Our  adverbial  augment 
ly  was  originally  like  ;  as  greatly , 
i.  e.  great-like .  The  mod  common 
augment  in  Greek  <yf,  has  a  limilar 
meaning;. 

44  Poffibly  what  are  called  the 
primitive  adverbs,  and  which  I 
have  fuppofed  originally  interjec¬ 
tions,  might  be  traced  into  other 
parts  of  fpeech.  Certain  words, 
which,  in  the  French  language,  are 
miftaken  tor  negative  particles,  are 
not  properly  fo  ;  nor  is  the  rule  of 
univerfal  grammar,  that  two  nega¬ 
tives  make  an  affirmative,  departed 


from  in  this  indanep.  Pas  and 
point  have  originally  the  fenfe  of 
nouns,  and  were  ufed  only  to 
drengthen  the  negative,  as  Je  nirai 
pas ,  I  will  not  go  a  Jlep . 

44  VII.  There  are  fome  barba¬ 
rous  languages  almod  without  con¬ 
junctions.  Indeed  it  is  plain  that 
they  mud  have  been  a  very  late  in¬ 
vention,  for  a  living  author  has 
traced  mod  of  the  Englifh  conjunc¬ 
tions  into  the  pronoun  and  the  verb. 
He  demondrates  that  the  conjunc¬ 
tion  that  is  no  other  than  the  neu¬ 
ter  article  ^SaX  of  the  Saxons,  or 
indeed  our  relative  neuter  that .  If 
is  the  imperative  gip  of  the  Saxon 
verb  gipan  (to  give).  In  like  man¬ 
ner  he  derives  an  from  an,  the  im¬ 
perative  of  anan  (an an)  to  grant ; 
yet  from  ger,  the  imperative  of  ge- 
ran  (getan)  to  get ;  though  (more 
properly  pronounced  by  our  clowns 
thofo r  thauf)  from  ^ap  (thaf)  or 
^Saptg,  the  imperative  of  ^apian  or 
^apgan,  to  allow .  Lejt  is  the  partici¬ 
ple  lepeboflepan  (lefan)  to  difmifs . 
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«  VIII.  Poffibly  prepofitions 
were,  at  fir  ft,  ftiort  interjediional 
words,  inch  as  our  carters  and  fliep- 
herds  make  ufe  of  to  their  cattle,  to 
denote  the  relations  of  place.  Or 
perhaps  a  more  fkilful  linguift  and 
antiquary  may  be  able  to  trace 
them  from  other  words,  as  the  con- 
jundfions  have  been  traced  by 
the  learned  author  above  men¬ 
tioned. 

44  Many  prepofitions  are  evident¬ 
ly  formed  by  compofition,  as,  be¬ 
tween  ;  bejides ,  that  is,  being  or  ex- 
ijllng  at  the  fide  or  near. 

44  IX.  The  definitive  article,  in 
all  the  languages  with  which  1  have 
any  acquaintance,  is  formed  from 
the  demonftrative  pronoun  this,  hie , 
or  Me.  The  Greek  article  5,  to, 
may  appear  to  be  derived  immedi¬ 
ately  from  the  relative  oq ;  but  I 
think  both  are  very  evidently  no 
other  than  the  demonftrative  aloq, 
reduced  by  a  kind  of  contradlion 
very  common  in  words  much  in 
ufe. 

64  The  Spanifh  article  if  la ,  and 
lo ,  and  the  Italian,  if  la,  are  evi¬ 
dently  the  Latin,  Me.  The  French 
le,  is  apparently  derived  from  either 
the  Spanifh  or  Italian. 

44  Our  the  is  an  eafv  corruption 
from  this.  Perhaps  in  common 
fpeech  the  5  might  be  left  out  be¬ 
fore  confonants,  and  the  i  pro¬ 
nounced  fhort,  which  would  reduce 
It  almoft  immediately  to  our  defi¬ 
nite  article.  The  Lowland  Scots, 
who  continue  to  fpeak  a  dialed!  of 
the  old  Englifh,  make  ufe  of  a  fimi- 
lar  ellipfis,  commonly  ufing  the  for 
the  plural  thefe. 

44  The  moft  probable  etymology 
of  our  indefinite  article  a  is,  that  it 
is  a  contraction  of  any,  as  feems  to 
be  implied  by  the  form  which  it  aft 
fumes  before  a  vowel,  an. 

44  Such  appears  to  have  been  the 
origin  of  the  feveral  lpeci.es  of  words 


which  have  been  diftindfly  marked 
by  grammarians.  Thofe  variations 
in  termination,  which  were  adopted 
in  order  to  denote  the  ftates  and  re¬ 
lations  of  certain  parts  of  fpeech, 
conftitute  the  next  objedt  which  pre- 
fents  itfelf  fir  inveftigation. 

44  The  plural  of  nouns  is  fre¬ 
quently  marked  by  rude  nations  by 
a  repetition  of  the  lingular.  I  have 
feen  a  letter  from  an  African  chief 
to  his  correfpondent  in  England, 
during  the  late  war.  The  man  had 
learned  to  fpeak  and  even  to  write 
a  little  Englifh  ;  but,  probably  fol¬ 
lowing  the  idiom  of  his  own  lan¬ 
guage,  he  complains  of  the  mer¬ 
chants,  that  they  had  lately  lent  no 
Jhip  Jlnp,  at  which  he  wonders  very 
much,  for  that  they  had  plenty  of 
Jlave Jlaave  very  cheap,  &c.  I  am  not 
able  to  account  for  the  formation  of 
the  plural  upon  any  other  principle 
than  that,  on  which  I  account  for 
the  formation  of  the  otlw  nates  or 
cafes. 

44  The  terminations,  which ferve 
to  mark  the  cafes  of  nouns  in  the, 
ancient  languages,  I  have  no  doubt 
were  originally  petty  words,  equi¬ 
valent  to  our  prepofitions,  only 
placed  after,  inftead  of  before,  the 
noun  ;  and  which  in  converfation, 
and  before  the  language  became  fta« 
tionary  in  writing,  being  conftantly 
added  to  nouns  to  denote  their  ftates 
and  relations,  became,  after  the  in¬ 
vention  of  writing,  part  of  the 
noun. 

44  The  diftinguifh’mg  of  the  gen¬ 
ders  by  the  termination  is  a  refine¬ 
ment  much  farther  removed  from 
common  pradtice  :  indeed,  many 
languages  have  never  arrived  at  it ; 
nor  is  it  quite  impoftible  that  it  may 
have  been  accidental.  This  idiom, 
as  I  may  call  it,  has  its  inconveni¬ 
ences.  It  has  led  to  ftrange  mift 
applications  of  gender  in  the  La¬ 
tin  ;  and  we  find  that  the  French 
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language  has  entirely  loft  the  life 
of  the  neuter,  probably  from  this 
circumftance. 

44  The  inflexions  of  verbs  ori¬ 
ginated  from  the  practice  of  com¬ 
pounding  the  radical  word  with 
particles  and  auxiliaries  :  the  per¬ 
sons  were  probably  d'i fling uiflied  by 
the  addition  of  a  pronoun  ;  and  1 
think  this  might  be  demonftrated 
by  a  nice  examination  into  the  ety¬ 
mology  of  the  pronouns,  and  due 
confideration  in  what  manner  they 
might  be  corrupted,  when  com¬ 
pounded  with  verbs. 

44  The  perfonal  inflexions  might 
be  difpenled  with  (as  in  fome  bar¬ 
barous  languages)  provided  the  no¬ 
minative  cafe  always  flood  immedi¬ 
ately  before  the  verb  ;  but  as  this 
was  found  to  be  frequently  incon- 
liflent  with  convenience,  as  well  as 
with  elegance,  the  inflexion  of  the 
verb  became  neceffary,  to  avoid 
ambiguity,  The  Greek  and  Latin 
languages  polfefs  greater  accuracy 
in  this  refpedt  than  any  I  know, 
which  enabled  their  authors  to  ule 
greater  liberty  of  tranfpofltion,  and 
even  on  fome  occafions  wholly  to 
omit  the  perfonal  pronouns. 

44  The  perfonal  inflexions  ferve 
to  mark  diftin&ly  the  agent :  but 
there  is  a  more  material  circum¬ 
ftance  to  be  defined  by  the  inflexion 
of  the  verb,  and  that  is,  time  ;  as 
a  thing  may  exift  at  one  moment 
in  a  ftate  different  from  that  which 
it  will  exift  in  the  next.  But  fince 
it  would  be  neither  neceffary  nor 
convenient  always  to  fpecify  the 
direct  point  of  time,  a  few  general 
divifions  took  place  ,  and  thefe  are 
more  or  lefs  in  number,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  the  language  was  more  or 
lefs  formed  when  it  became  fla¬ 
tionary  in  writing. 

44  The  general  divifions  of  time, 
that  we  know  to  be  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  diftindtly  marked  by  inflexions 


of  the  verb,  are,  1.  The  prefent, 
1  am  reading .  2.  The  perfect  paft, 

I  have  read ,  or  have  done  reading. 

3.  'The  future,  I  am  about  to  read. 

4.  The  aorift  (or  indefinite)  of  the 
prefent,  of  ufe  in  general  affertions, 
as,  I  read  frequently.  3*  The  aorift 
of  the  paft,  /  read,  or  did  read.  6. 
The  aorift  of  the  future,  I  Jball 
read.  7.  The  imperfedt,  I  was 
reading.  8.  The  pi u  ft }U am -perfect 
(or  the  more  than  perfedtly  paft) 
h  e.  was  paft  at  a  definite  point  of 
time,  as,  I  had  read  Homer ,  before 
I faw  Mr.  P op ds  tr (inflation..  9. 
The  future-perfedt  (or  the  after¬ 
future)  which  is  to  the  future  what 
the  plufquam-perfedt  is  to  the  paft, 
as,  I fall  have  read  the  book ,  before 
you  ‘will  want  it. 

44  I  know  no  language  that  di- 
ftinguifhes  all  thefe  divifions  of  time 
by  the  inflexions  of  the  verb.  The 
Greek  approaches  neareft  to  per¬ 
fection  in  this  point  ;  but  it  has  no 
prefent  aorift,  and  is  very  meorredt 
in  the  ufe  of  the  fecond  aorift  and 
fecond  future,  which,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  apologies  of  fome  in¬ 
genious  writers,  I  am  ftill  inclined 
to  think  redundant  :  moft  probably 
they  may  be  the  antiquated  tenfes. 
The  Latin  wants  an  aorift  of  the 
prefent,  a  definite  future,  and  a 
paulo-poft-futurum,  or  future-per- 
fed!.  The  reader  will  fee  by  the 
above  ftatement  of  the  tenfes,  that 
we  have  only  two  inflexions  to  de- 
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note  the  times,  viz.  thofe  of  the 
prefent  and  the  paft  ;  the  reft  is 
performed  by  auxiliaries  ;  and  af¬ 
ter  all,  it  is  with  difficulty  that  we 
avoid  confounding  the  prefent  with 
the  aorift  of  the  prefent ;  e.  g.  A 
merry  heart  maketh  a  chearful  counter 
nance . 

u  To  trace  the  formation  of  the 
Greek  tenfes  would  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  :  the  Latin  is  a  lefs  complex 
language,  and  in  it  we  $an  trace 
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them  with  more  certainty.  In  the 
auxiliary  verb  f um ,  it  appears  that 
the  three  principal  tenfes  have  been 
originally  different  verbs  ;  fum^fut , 
ero  (whence  1  fuppofe  cram).  The 
tenfes  of  the  regular  verbs  are  evi¬ 
dently  formed  by  compounding1 
thefe  with  the  radical  verb  ;  as, 
cimabam ,  in  all  probability  it  was 
formerly  ama-ram  ;  ama-noi ,  at  iirff 
it  was  probably  ama-fui ,  which 
would  eaiily  foften  into  ama<vi  ;  a- 
ma*v cram ,  or  amanji-eram  ;  amabo , 
or  ama-ro ,  corrupted  like  the  im¬ 
perfect.  This  fpecies  of  compoh- 
tion  is  (fill  more  plainly  exempli¬ 
fied  in  what  we  call  the  irregular 
verb  pojjum .  Pofjum ,  that  is,  po- 
tens-fum  ;  pot-ui ,  or  potens-fui  ;  pot- 
ero ,  or  pot  cm- ero  :  the  formation  of 
the  other  tenfes  is  evident.  The 
two  tenfes  of  our  auxiliary,  am  and 
was-,  appear  alfo  to  have  been  ori¬ 
ginally  different  verbs.  Perhaps 
the  Greek  augment  is  derived  ffom 
the  paid  tenfe  of  w,  or  p  ;  the 
only  difference  is,  that  it  is  pre¬ 
fixed,  inffead  of  being  poftfixed  as 
with  the  Batins. 

44  Befides  the  circumidance  of 
time,  there  are  two  other  circnm- 
ftances  of  which  verbs  ought  to  in¬ 
form  us,  and  thofe  are,  actuality 
.  and  contingency  :  whether  a  thing 
really  exiffs,  or  there  is  only  a  pof- 
fibility  of  its  exiftence  ;  whether 
an  aftion  be  really  done,  or  is  only 
commanded  or  wifhed  to  be  done. 
Hence  thole  inflexions,  which  are 
called  mgods  (mode  or  manner  of 
exigence),  of  which  all  that  we 
have  feen  are,  the  indicative,  the 
fubjunCtive  (or  contingent),  the  im¬ 
perative,  and  the  optative. 

44  The  indicative  denotes  the 
thing  or  action  as  it  really  is  ;  and 
is  the  verb  in  its  primitive  Hate, 
only  fubjeCf  to  the  temporal  in¬ 
flexions. 

44  I  can  give  no  better  account 


of  the  contingent  mood,  than  1  up- 
poling  it  formed  by  the  addition  of 
fome  particle,  and  a  confequent 
contraction.  The  fubjunCtive  of 
the  Latins  was  probably  made  by 
adding  to  the  indicative  cm,  from 
the  Greek  panicle  soev,  r,v  (/,  or 
if)-)  as  amo-ern ,  ament)  &c.  Where 
there  are  two  forms  of  conjugation, 
perhaps  the  antiquated  form  is  a- 
dopted  to  lignify  contingencies  on¬ 
ly.  This  is  evidently  the  cafe  in 
our  own  language ;  as,  Indie.  / 
am  ;  Sub].  I  be ,  or  if  I  be.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  the  Greek  fub- 
junCtive  came  into  ufe  in  the  fame 
manner. 

44  I  have  little  doubt  that  what 
is  called  the  imperative  mood  is  no 
other  than  a  conniption  of  the  in¬ 
dicative  ior  fubjunCtive,  by  an  iter¬ 
ation  of*  the  pronoun,  as  amas-te , 
which  by  ufe  came  to  amate  or  a- 
mato ,  and  afterwards  by  ell.piis  to 
am  a. 

4*  I  know  but  one  language  that 
has  an  optative  mood.  I11  Greek 
the  verb  ot^at(oimai)  anciently  fig- 
nified  to  nvijb ,  and  it  is  compound¬ 
ed  with  all  the  tenfes  of  the  opta¬ 
tive  mood,  as  -iWloip  (tuptoimi), 
&c. 

44  The  infinitive  mood  is  to  verbs 
what  the  abtlraCt  noun  is  to  ad¬ 
jectives.  It  conveys  a  particular 
idea  of  the  adtion,  which  may  be 
generally  applied.  Thus  the  idea 
which  the  word  whitenejs  conveys 
is,  that  of  fome  particular  white 
body ;  the  idea  which  the  word  to 
eat  conveys  is,  that  of  fome  ani¬ 
mal  in  the  aCtion  of  eating. 

44  The  Greeks  formed  their  infi¬ 
nitive  diredtly  into  a  noun,  by  pre¬ 
fixing  the  neuter  article  to.  The 
Latins  conformed  theirs  to  the  man¬ 
ner  of  a  noun  ;  and  their  g  runds 
and  fupines  appear  to  have  been 
formed  by  imitating  the  cafes  of 
nouns,  and  endeavouring  to  adapt 

the 
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the  verb  to  their  regimen.  Thus 
the  verb  in  the  infinitive  fometimes 
reprefents  a  nominative  cafe,  as, 
Scire  tuum  nihil  eji ,  &c..  When  the 
verb  flood  in  the  place  of  the  ob- 
je£t,  they  frequently  conformed  it 
to  the  rule  of  the  accufative,  as, 
JEo  amatum .  Am'andi  correfponds 
to  the  genitive  cafe  of  the  noun, 
amando  to  the  ablative. 

<c  The  participles  are  adjectives 
formed  from  the  verb,  and  are  pro¬ 
bably  a  late  invention.  It  is  unne- 


ceflary  to  enlarge  on  them  in  thii 
place ;  lince  I  am  not  writing  a 
grammar,  but  a  Iketch  of  the  hi- 
flory  of  language. 

u  The  palflve  voice  is  evidently 
a  late  invention,  and  the  middle 
voice  a  refinement  fill  farther  re¬ 
moved  from  common  practice,  al~ 
moft  peculiar  indeed  to  the  Greeks. 
The  palflve  in  Greek  is  plainly 
formed  by  the  addition  of  siy.i  to  the 
participle. 


Of  H  G  M  E  R,  and  his  WORK  S. 
[  From  the  Obferver.  ] 


f  I7HEN  the  human  genius 
Yy  was  more  matured  and 
better  qualified  by  judgment  and 
experience,  and  the  thoughts,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  hurried  along  by  the 
furious  impulle  of  a  heated  fancy, 
began  to  take  into  fober  contempla¬ 
tion  the  worldly  actions  of  men,  and 
the  revolutions  and  changes  of  hu- 
man  events,  operating  upon  fociety, 
the  poet  began  to  prepare  himfelf 
by  forethought  and  arrangement  of 
ideas  for  the  future  purpofes  of  com- 
pofition.  It  became  his  firft  bufinefs 
to  contrive  a  plan  and  groundwork 
for  the  ftrubture  of  his  poem  :  he 
flaw  that  it  mu  ft  have  uniformity, 
fimplicity,  and  order,  a  beginning, 
a  middle,  and  an  end  ;  that  the  main 
object  muft  be  interefting  and  im¬ 
portant,  that  the  incidents  and  ac- 
ceflary  parts  muft  hinge  upon  that 
object,  and  not  wander  from  the 
central  idea,  on  which  the  whole 
ought  to  reft  ;  that  a  fubjebt  cor- 
refponding  thereto,  when  elevated 
by  language,  fuperior  to  the  phrafe 
and  dialogue  of  the  vulgar,  would 
conftitute  a  work  more  orderly  and 
better  conftruded,  than  what  arofe 


from  the  fudden  and  abrupt  effu- 
lions  of  unpremeditated  verfe. 

ii  In  this  manner  Homer,  the 
great  poet  of  antiquity,  and  the  fa¬ 
ther  and  founder,  as  I  muft  think, 
of  epic  poetry,  revolving  in  his  ca¬ 
pacious  mind  the  magnificent  events 
of  the  Grecian  aflociation  for  the 
deftruhtion  of  Troy,  then  frefh  in 
the  tradition,  if  not  in  the  memo¬ 
ries,  of  his  contemporaries,  planned 
the  great  defign  of  his  immortal 
Iliad.  With  this  plan  arranged  and 
fettled  in  his  thoughts  beforehand, 
he  bernm  to  give  a  loofe  to  the  force 
and  powers  of  his  imagination  in 
ftrains  and  rhapfodies,  which  by 
frequent  recitation  fixed  upon  his 
memory,  and,  as  he  warmed  with 
the  advancing  compofition,  he  fal- 
lied  forth  in  fearch  of  hearers, 
chaunting  his  verfes  in  the  aflem- 
blies  and  cities  that  received  him  ; 
his  fancy  working  out  thofe  won¬ 
derful  examples  of  the  fublime,  as 
he  took  his  folitary  migrations  from 
place  to  place.  When  he  made  bis 
pafiages  by  lea,  and  committed  him¬ 
felf  to  the  terrors  of  the  ocean,  the 
grandeft  feenes  in  nature  came  un- 
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der  his  view,  and  his  plaftic  fancy, 
feizing  every  object  that  accorded 
to  its  purpofes,  melted  and  com¬ 
pounded  it  into  the  mafs  and  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  work,  on  which  his  brain 
was  labouring:  thus  with  nature  in 
his  eye,  infpiration  at  his  heart, 
and  contempaltion  ever  adtive,  fe- 
cured  by  folitude  againft  external 
interruption,  and  undifturbed  by 
worldly  cares  and  concerns  from 
within,  the  wandering  bard  per¬ 
formed  what  time  has  never  equall¬ 
ed,  and  what  to  all  pofterity  will 
remain  the  flandard  of  perfection — • 
Hunc  nemo  in  magnis  fublimitate, 
in  parvis  proprietate,  fuperaverit  : 
idem  latus  ac  preffus,  jucundus  et 
gravis,  turn  copia  turn  brevitate  mi- 
rabilis  ;  nec  poetica  modo  fed  ora- 
toria  virtute  eminentiftimus — Quin- 
til.  lib.  x.  Him  no  one  ever 
excelled  in  fublimity  on  great  to¬ 
pics,  in  propriety  on  fmail  ones  ; 
whether  diffufed  or  comprefled,  gay 
or  grave,  whether  for  his  abun¬ 
dance,  or  his  brevity,  he  is  equally 
to  be  admired  5  nor  is  he  fuperemi- 
nent  for  poetical  talents  only,  but 
tor  oratorical  alfo.” 

u  There  is  no  doubt  but  Homer 
eompofed  other  poems  befides  his 
Iliad  and  Odyffey.  Ariftotle,  in  his 
Poetics,  decidedly  afcribes  the  Mar- 
gites  to  Homer ;  but  as  to  the  Ilias 
Minor  and  the  Cypriacs,  though  it 
is  evident  thofe  poems  were  in  his 
hands,  yet  he  feems  ignorant  of  their 
author  ;  the  p adage  J  allude  to  will 
be  found  in  the  twenty-third  chap¬ 
ter  of  his  Poetics  :  he  is  comparing 
thofe  two  poems  with  the  Iliad  and 
Odyffey,  as  furnifhing  fubjedts  for 
the  drama,  and  oblerves  that  the 
fiage  could  not  properly. draw  above 
one  or  at  moil  two  plots  for  tragedy 
from  the  Iliad  and  Odyffey  refpec- 
lively ;  whereas  many  might  be 
taken  from  the  Cypriacs  ;  and  he 
enumerates  to  the  amount  of  ten, 


which  might  be  found  in  the  Ilias 
Minor.  It  is  evident  by  the  context, 
that  he  does  not  think  either  of 
thefe  poems  were  eompofed  by  Ho¬ 
mer,  and  no  lefs  evident  that  he 
does  not  know  to  whom  they  are  to 
be  aferibed  ;  their  high  antiquity 
therefore  is  the  only  point  which 
this  celebrated  critic  has  put  out  of 
doubt. 

“  The  Ilias  Minor  appears  to 
have  been  a  poem,  which  includes 
the  taking  of  Troy,  and  the  return 
of  the  Greeks.  The  incidents  of  the 
fEneid,  as  far  as  they  refer  to  the 
Trojan  dory,  feem  to  have  been 
taken  from  this  poem,  and  in  parti¬ 
cular  the  epifode  of  Sinon,  which 
is  amongfl  the  dramatic  fubjefts  men¬ 
tioned  by  Aridotle  :  the  controverfy 
between  Ajax  and  Ulyffes  for  the 
armour  lof  Achilles  was  copied  by 
Ovid  from  the  fame  poem.  If  this 
work  is  not  to  be  given  to  Homer, 
we  muff  believe  it  was  written  finee' 
the  Iliad,  from  the  evidence  of  its 
title  ;  but  if  the  author’s  name  was 
loft  in  A-iftotle’s  time,  his  antiquity 
is  probably  little  fhort  of  PlomerV: 
fome  fcholiafts  have  given  this  poem 
to  Lefches ;  but  when  Lefches  liv¬ 
ed,  and  of  what  country  he  was,  I 
find  no  account. 

“  The  Cypriacs  are  fuppofed  to 
contain  the  love-adventures  of  the 
Trojan  ladies  daring  the  liege,  and 
probably  was  a  poem  of  fief  ion. 
Herodotus  has  an  oblervation  in 
his  fecond  book  upon  a  paffage  in 
this  poem,  in  which  Paris  is  laid  to 
have  brought  Helen  from  Sparta  to 
Troy  in  the  fpace  of  three  days  ; 
whereas  Homer  fays  they  were  long 
driven  about  on  their  voyage  from 
place  to  place.  From  this  want  of 
correfpondencp  in  a  fadt  of  fuch 
confequence,.  Herodotus  concludes 
upon  fair  grounds  of  criticifm,  that 
Homer  was  not  author  of  the  Cy- 
priacs,  though  Pindar  afcribes  it  to 

him.. 
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him.  Some  give  the  Cypriacs  to 
Hegefias  of  Salamis,  others  to  Sta- 
finus,  a  poet  of  Cyprus,  and  fome 
to  Homer’s  daughter,  married  to 
Staiinns,  to  whom  Homer  is  laid  to 
have  given  this  poem,  actually  writ¬ 
ten  by  himfelf,  by  way  of  portion  ; 
this  daughter  of  Homer  is  called 
Arfephone,  and  his  ions  Theriphon 
and  Theolaus :  Naevius  tranllated 
the  Cypriacs  into  Latin  verfe.  Many 
more  poems  are  afcribed  to  Homer, 
which  would  be  tedious  to  particu¬ 
larize  ;  they  are  enumerated  by 
Suidas,  whom  the  reader,  if  hiscu- 
riolity  fo  inclines  him,  may  readily 
confult. 

44  As  to  any  other  information 
perfonally  refpedting  this  great  poet, 
it  has  been  given  to  the  world  fo 
ably  by  the  late  Mr.  Wood,  in  his 
EH  ay  on  the  Original  Genius  and 
Writings  of  Homer,  that  I  can  add 
nothing  on  the  occalion,  except  the 
humble  recommendation  of  my 
judgment  in  its  favour.  The  in¬ 
ternal  evidence,  which  this  eflayilt 
adduces  to  fix  the  birth-place  and 
early  refidence  of  his  poet  in  Ionia 
or  iElia,  is  both  learnedly  collect¬ 
ed  and  fatisfadforily  applied.  He 
obferves  that  Homer,  in  his  gene¬ 
ral  manner  of  deferibing  the  geogra¬ 
phy  of  countries,  (peaks  of  them 
as  more  or  lefs  diftant  in  proportion 
to  their  bearing  from  Ionia  ;  he  de- 
feribes  Zephyrusas  a  rude  and  boi- 
fterous  wind,  blowing  from  Thrace  : 
this  circumftahce  had  been  urged 
againft  Homer  as  a  proof  of  his  er¬ 
ror  in  geography,  and  the  foft  and 
gentle  quality  of  Zephyrus,  fo  of¬ 
ten  celebrated  by  all  poets  in  all 
times,  is  quoted  in  aid  of  the  charge  ; 
but  the  fagacitv  and  local  know- 
ledge  of  Mr.  Wood  divert  the  ac- 
cufation,  and  turn  it  into  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  afeertaining  the  fpot  of 
Homer’s  nativity  and  refidence,  by 
reminding  us,  that  when  the  poet 


deferibes  the  wind  blowing  from  the 
Thracian  mountains,  upon  the  GE- 
gean  fea,  it  mu  if  of  courfe  be  a  weft 
wind  in  refpedt  to  Ionia,  from  which 
circumftance  he  draws  his  confe- 
quence  that  Homer  was  an  Ionian. 
This  argument  muftfurely.be  fatis- 
factory  as  to  the  place  in  which  the 
poem  was  written  ;  and  when  we 
have  located  Homer  in  I  onia,  whilft 
he  was  employed  in  writing  his 
poem,  we  have  one  point  of  doubt 
at  leaft  cleared  up  in  his  hiftory  to 
our  coavidtion,  and  his  accuracy  in 
one  branch  of  knowledge  vindicated 
from  the  detraction  of  critics. 

44  Having  eftablifhed  this  point, 
viz.  that  Homer  was  an  Aiiatic 
Greek,  inhabiting  the  fea-coalt,  or 
an  ifland  on  the  coaft  of  Ionia,  and 
having  vindicated  his  accuracy  in 
geographical  knowledge,  the  inge- 
nious  author  of  the  E  flays  proceeds 
to  Ihew,  by  way  of  corollary  from 
his  propofition  thus  demonllrated, 
that  Homer  mull  have  been  a  great 
traveller  ;  that  geographical  know¬ 
ledge  was  in  thole  days  no  other- 
wife  to  be  acquired  ;  that  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  thoroughly  con- 
verl'ant  in  the  arts  of  building  and 
navigating  llrips,  as  then  underftood 
and  pradtifed  ;  and  that  his  map  of 
Greece,  which  both  Strabo,  Apol- 
lodorus  the  Athenian,  Menogenes 
and  Demetrius  of  Sceplis,  illuftrated 
in  fo  diftliiive  a  manner,  puts  it  out 
of  doubt,  that  he  mult  have  vifited 
the  feveral  countries,  and  furveyed 
them  with  attention,  before  he  could 
have  laid  them  down  with  fuch  geo- 
graphical  accuracy  :  certain  it  is, 
that  lb  great  was  the  authority  of 

o  ^  v 

Homer’s  original  chart,  that  it  was 
a  law  in  fome  cities  that  the  youth 
fhould  learn  it  by  heart ;  that  So¬ 
lon  appealed  to  it  for  eftablifhing 
the  right  of  Athens  to  Salamis  in 
preference  to  the  claims  of  the  Me- 
garenlians ;  and  that  territorial  pro¬ 
perty 
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perty  and  dominion  were  in  feveral 
indances  decided  by  referring  to  this 
Homeric  chart.  Another  evidence 
of  Homer’s  travels  he  derives  from 
his  lively  delineations  of  national 
character,  which  he  obferves  are 
marked  with  fuch  precifion,  and 
fup ported  throughout  with  fuclrco  ti¬ 
ll  dency,  as  not  to  allow  us  to  think 
that  he  could  have  acquired  fuch 
knowledge  of  mankind  from  any 
other  fource  but  his  own  obferVa- 
tions. 

“  It  is  more  than  probable  Ho¬ 
mer  did  not  commit  his  poems  to 
writing  :  it  is  mere  conjecture  whe¬ 
ther  that  invention  was  aft u ally  in 
exiftence  at  the  time  he  lived  :  there 
is  nothing  in  his  works  that  favours 
this  conjeCtnre,  and  in  fuch  a  cafe 
filence  is  fomethlng  more  than  ne¬ 
gative.  The  retention  of  fuchcom- 
pofitions  is  certainly  an  aiionifliing 
effort  of  the  human  memory;  but 
inltances  are  not  wanting  of  the  like 
nature  in  early  and  uncivilized  dates, 
and  the  memory  is  capable  of  being 
expanded  by  habit  and  exercife  to 
-an  extraordinary  and  almod  unli¬ 
mited  compafs.  Unwritten  compo- 
iitions  were  always  in  verfe  ;  and 
metre  was  certainly  tiled  in  aid  of 
memory.  It  mud  not  however  be 
taken  for  a  confequence  that  writing 
fird  came  into  ufe,  when  Pherecy- 
des  and  Cadmus  fird  compofed  in 
profe  a.  fome  have  imagined  ;  for  it 
undoubtedly  obtained  before  their 
time,  and  was  probably  brought 
into  Greece  from  Phoenicia.. 

u  The  engraving  of  the  laws  of 

o  o 

Draco  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
fird  application  of  that  art  ;  but  it 
was  a  work  of  labour,  and  required 
the  tool  of  the  artift,  rather  than 
the  hand  of  the  penman.  Thales 
and  Pythagoras  left  us  no  writings 
behind  them,  though  they  fpread 
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their  learning  over  Greece,  and 
from  their  fchools  peopled  it  with 
philofbphers.  The  unwritten  dra¬ 
ma  was  long  in  exidence  before  any 
compofitions  of  that  fort  were  com¬ 
mitted  to  writing.  Solon’s  laws 
were  engraved  in  wood  or  done, 
and  there  appears  to  have  been  but 
one  table  of  them.  Of  Lycurgus’s 
regulations  there  was  no  written  re- 
cord  *  the  mind  of  the  j  udge  was 
the  depofitary  of  the  law.  Draco 
publifhed  his  laws  in  Olym.  xxxix  ; 
Pilidratus  died  in  Olymp.  lxiii ;  a 
century  had  nearly  palled  between 
the  publication  of  thefe  law  s  and 
the  fird  inditution  of  a  public  li¬ 
brary  at  Athens  :  great  advances  no 
doubt  were  made  within  that  period 
in  the  art  of  writing  ;  neverthelefs 
it  was  bjy  no  means  an  operation  of 
facility  in  Piiillratus’s  time,  and 
this  compilation  of  Homer’s  Iliad 
and  Odyffey  was  a  work  of  vad;  la¬ 
bour  and  of  royal  expence.  The 
book  remained  at  Athens  as  a  prince¬ 
ly  monument  of  his  munificence 
and  love  of  letters.  His  library  was 
reforted  to  by  all  men  of  foience  in 
Greece,  but  copies  of  the  work 
were  not  circulated  till  the  time  of 
the  Ptolemies :  even  Alexander  of 
Macedon,  when  he  had  pofiefied 
himfelf  of  a  complete  copy  of  his 
favourite  poet,  locked  it  up  in  the 
rich  ched,  of  which  he 'had  defpoil- 
ed  king  Darius,  as  the  mod  worthy 
cafe  in  which  he  could  inclofe  fo  in- 
edimable  a  treafure.  When  a  copy 
of  Homer  was  considered  by  a  prince 
as  a  pofleifion  fo  rare,  it  cannot  be 
fuppofed  his  written  works  were  in 
many  hands.  As  for  the  detached 
rhapfodies,  which  Lycurgus  in  more 
early  times  brought  with  him  out  of 
Alia,  they  mud  have  been  exceed-* 
inglv  imperfeft,  though  it  is  to  be 
prefumed  they  were  in  writing.”' 
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LATOR,  Mr.  POPE. 

[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 


u  XT' ROM  the  fcarcity  of  tran- 
JP  fcribers  in  the  time  of  Pifi- 
flratus,  and  the  difficulties  of  col¬ 
lecting  and  compiling  poems,  which 
exifled  only  in  the  memories  of  the 
rhapfodifts,  we  are  led  to  conlider 
thfe  inllitution  of  the  Athenian  li¬ 
brary,  as  a  moil  noble  and  import¬ 
ant  work  :  at  the  fame  time,  when 
we  refleCt  how  many  competitions 
of  the  earliefl  poets  depended  on  the 
fidelity  of  memory,  we  ceafe  to 
wonder  that  we  have  fo  many  more 
records  of  names  than  of  works. 
Many  poets  are  enumerated  ante¬ 
cedent  to  the  time  of  Homer  ;  fome 
of  thefe  have  been  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  very  few  indeed  of  their 
fragments  are  now  in  exiflence. 

u  Conjecture,  and  even  fidlion, 
have  been  envioufly  fet  to  work  by 
grammarians  and  others  within  the 
Chriflian  ama  to  found  a  charge  of 
plagiarifm  againfl:  Homer,  and  to 
difpute  his  title  to  originality.  We 
are  told  that  Corinnus,  who  was  a 
fcholar  of  Palamedes,  inventor  of 
the  Doric  letters,  compofed  a  poem 
called  the  Iliad,  whilfl:  Troy  was 
Handing,  in  which  he  celebrates  the 
war  of  Dardanus  againfl:  the  Paph- 
fagonians,  and  that  Homer  formed 
himfelf  upon  his  model,  clofely  co¬ 
pying  him.  It  is  affertedby  others, 
that  he  availed  himlelf  of  the  poems 
of  Didlys  the  Cretan,  who  was  of 
the  family  of  Idomeneus,  and  lived 
in  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war  :  but 
thefe  fables  are  Hill  lefs  probable 
than  the  flory  of  his  contefl:  with 
Heflod,  and  of  the  prize  being  de¬ 
creed  againfl  him.  Orpheus,  Mu* 
ferns,  Eumoipus,  and  Thamyris,  all 
Gi  Thrace ;  Mariyas,  Olympus,  and 


Midas,  all  of  the  Ionian  fide  of  the 
Meander,  were  poets  antecedent  to 
Homer  :  fo  were  Amphion,  Demo- 
docus,  Philammon,  Phemijis,  Ari- 
fleeus,  author  of  the  ArimafpH, 
Ilatides,  Drymon,  Afbolus  the  Cen¬ 
taur,  Eumiclus  the  Cyprian,  Ho¬ 
ms  of  Samos,-  Profnautis  of  Athens, 
and  the  celebrated  Sy bill. 

u  The  flve  poets,  who  are  gene¬ 
rally  flyled  the  mailers  of  epic  po¬ 
etry,  are  Homer,  Antimachus  the 
Colophonian,  Panyafis  of  Halicar- 
naffus,  Pifander  of  Camirus,  and 
Hefiod  of  Cumte  :  and  all  thefe 
were  natives  of  the  Aflatic  coail. 

Before  I  ceafe  fpeaking  of  Ho¬ 
mer,  I  cannot  excufe  myfelf  from 
faying  fomething  on  the  fubjedt  of 
Mr.  Pope’s  tranflation,  which  will 
for  ever  remain  a  monument  of  his 
excellence  in  the  art  of  verfifica 
tion.  It  was  an  arduous  undertak¬ 
ing,  and  the  tranflator  entered  upon 
it  with  a  candid  confeflion  that  he 
was  a  utterly  incapable  of  doing 
juftice  to  Homer.”  He  auo  fays, 
u  that  if  Mr.  Dryden  had  tranf- 
lated  the  whole  work,  he  would  no 
more  have  attempted  Homer  after 
him  than  Virgil,  his  verfion  of  whom 
(notwithilanding  fome  human,  er¬ 
rors)  is  the  molt  noble  and  fpirited 
tranflation  he  knows  in  any  lan 
guage.”  This  is  a  declaration,  that 
refledts  as  much  honour  on  Mr. 
Pope,  as  it  does  on  Mr.  Dryden. 
Great  as  his  difficulties  were,  he  has 
neverthelefs  executed  the  work  in 
luch  a  manner  as  to  leave  flronger 
reafons  why  no  man  fliould  attempt 
a  like  tranflation  of  Homer  after 
him,  than  there  were  why  he  fliould 
not  have  undertaken  it  after  Mr. 

Dryden. 


Of  TASTE  in  GENERAL  £99} 


Dry  den.  One  thing  above  all*  fur- 
prifes  me  in  his  execution  of  it, 
which  is  the  catalogue  of  the  flips ; 
a  difficulty  that  I  fhould  elfe  have 
thought  infurmountable  in  rhime. 
This  however  he  has  acconiplifhed  in 
the  lmootheft  metre,  and  a  very  cu¬ 
rious  poem  it  is.  No  farther  attempt 
therefore  remained  to  be  made  upon 
Homer,  but  of  a  tranflation  in  blank 
verfe  or  in  literal  prole.  A  contem¬ 
porary  of  eminence  in  the  republic 
of  letters  has  lately  given  a  prole 
tranflation  of  the  Iliad,  though  Mr. 
Pope  had  declared  in  his  preface 
that  44  no  literal  tranflation  can  be 
juft  to  an  excellent  original  in  afu- 
perior  language.”  It  is  eafy  to  fee 
'what  Mr.  Pope  aims  to  obtain  by 
this  pofition  ;  and  we  muft  interpret 
the  exprelflon  of  the  word  juft  to 
mean  that  no  fuch  literal  tranflation 
can  be  equal  to  the  fpirit,  though 
it  fhall  be  juft  to  the  fe life  of  its  ori¬ 
ginal.  He  knew  full  well,  that  no 
tranllation  in  rhime  could  be  literal, 
and  he  was  therefore  interelled  to 
premife  that  no  literal  tranflation 
could  be  juft .  Whetherhe  has  here¬ 
by  vindicated  his  own  deviations 
from  the  fenfe  of  his  author,  and 
thole  pieonalms,  which  the  fiackles 
of  rhime  have  to  a  certain  degree 
■  drivenhim  into,  and  probably  would 
have  driven  any  other  man  much 
more,  muft  be  left  with  the  claffieal 
reader  to  judge  for  himlelf.  Some 
of  this  defcription,  and  in  particu¬ 
lar  a  learned  lecturer  in  rhetoric, 
who  has  lately  favoured  the  public 
with  a  collection  of  Efi'ays,  pro¬ 


nounce  of  Mr.  Pope’s  poem  il  that 
it  is  no  tranflation  of  Homer.”  The 
fame  author  points  out  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  Miltonic  verfe  ;  and  it  muft: 
be  confefled  that  Miltonic  verfd 
fcems  to  be  that  happy  medium  iri 
metre,  which  Hands  the  beft  chance 
of  giving  the  compreffed  fenfe  of: 
Homer  without  debafmg  its  fpirit. 
It  is  a  fern  criticifm  to  fay  that  Mr  a 
Pope’s  44  is  no  tranflation  of  Ho¬ 
mer:”  his  warmed  admirers  will 
admit  that  it  is  not  a  clofe  one,  and 
probably  they  will  not  dlfpute  but 
that  it  might  be  as  juft,  if  it  had  a 
clofer  refemblance  to  its  original, 
notwithftanding  what  he  lays  in  the 
paffage  I  have  quoted  from  his  pre¬ 
face.  It  is  agreed  therefore  that  an 

o 

opening  is  dill  left  between  literal. 
profeVnd  fettered  rhime.  I  An 011  id 
conceive  it  might  be  a  pleafant  ex- 
ercife  for  men  of  talents  to  try  a 
few  ipecimens  from  fuch  paflages  in 
the  Iliad,  as  they  might  like  beft  * 
and  thefe  perhaps  might  engage 
lb  me  one  or  more  to  proceed  with 
the  work,  publiihirtg  a  book  at  a 
time,  as  it  were  experimentally,  by 
which  means  they  might  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  criticifms  of  their  can¬ 
did  judges,  and  make  their  final  com* 
pilation  more  corCeft.  If  this  was 
ably  executed,  a  very  fpiendid  work 
might  in  time  be  completed  to  the 
honour  of  our  nation  arid  language, 
embelliflied  with  engravings  of  de- 
ligns  by  our  eminent  mailers  from 
feleCt  feenes  in  each  rhapfody,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  judgment  of  the  ar« 
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u  thAT  power  of  the  mind  ties  of  nature,  and  whatever  is  ex* 
I  by  which  we  are  capable  client  in  the  fine  arts,  is  called 
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44  The  external  fenfe  of  tafte,  by 
which  we  diftinguifli  and  relifli  the 
various  kinds  of  food,  has  given  oc- 
calion  to  a  metaphorical  applica¬ 
tion  of  its  name  to  this  internal 
power  of  the  mind,  by  which  we 
perceive  what  is  beautiful,  and  what 
is  deformed  or  defective  in  the  va¬ 
rious  objects  that  we  contemplate. 

44  Like  the  tafte  o£  the  palate,  it 
relifhes  forne  things,  is  difguiled 
with  others  ;  with  regard  to  many, 
is  indifferent  or  dubious,  and  is  con- 
fiderablv  influenced  by  habit,  by 
affbci-ations,  and  by  opinion.  Theie 
obvious  analogies  between  external 
and  internal  tafte,  have  led  men,  in 
all  ages,  and  in  all  or  moff  poiiihed 
languages,  to  give  the  name  of  the 
external  fenfe  to  this  power  of  dif- 
ee.rnmg  what  is  beautiful  with  plea- 
fttre,  and  what  is  ugly  and  faulty 
to  its  kind  with  difguft. 

44  In  treating  of  this  as  an  intel¬ 
lectual  power  of  the  mind,  I  intend 
only  to  make  fome  obfervations, 
flrft  tm  its  nature,  and  then  on  its 
objects. 

44  i.  In  the  external  fenfe  of 
taffe,  we  are  led  by  reafop  and  re¬ 
flection  to  diftinguifli  between  the 
agreeable  fen  far  son  we  feel,  and  the 
quality  in  the  object  which  occa¬ 
sions  it*  Both  have  the  fame  name, 
and  on  that  account  are  apt  to  be 
confounded  by  the  vulgar,  and  even 
by  philpfophers.  The  le illation  I 
feel  when  I  tafte  any  fapid  body  is 
in  my  mind  ;  but  there  is  a  real 
quality  in  the  body  which  is  the 
eaufe  of  this  fen fation.  Thcfe  two 
things  have  the  fame  name  in  lan¬ 
guage,  not  from  any  flmilitude  in 
their  nature,  but  becaufe  the  one  is 
the  ftgn  of  the  or  her,  and  becaufe 
there  is  little  occaflon  in  common 
life  to  diftinguifli  them. 

44  This  was  fully  expla’ned  in 
treating  of  the  fecondnry  qualities 
of  bodies.  The  reafon  of  taking 


notic#  of  it  now  is,  that  the  inter¬ 
nal  power  of  tafte  bears  a  great  a- 
n  a  logy  in  this  refpedt  to  the  exter¬ 
nal. 

44  When  a  beautiful  objedt  is  be¬ 
fore  us,  we  may  diflinguilh  the  a- 
greeable  emotion  it  produces  in  us, 
from  the  quality  of  the  objebt  which 
caufes  that  emotion.  When  I  hear 
an  air  in  muhe  that  pleafes  me,  I 
lay,  it  is  line,  it  is  excellent.  This 
excellence  is  not  in  me  ;  it  is  in  the 
muiic.  But  the  pleafure  it  gives 
is  not  in  the  muiic  ;  it  is  in  me. 
Perhaps  I  cannot  fay  what  it  is  in 
the  tune  that  pleafes  my  ear,  as  I 
cannot  fay  what  it  is  in  a  fapid  bo¬ 
dy  that  pleafes  my  palate  ;  but 
there  is  a  quality  in  the  fapid  body 
which  pleafes  my  palate,  and  I  call 
it  a  delicious  tafte  •  and  there  is  a 
quality  in  the  tune  that  pleafes  my 
tafte,  and  1  call  it  a  fine  or  an  ex¬ 
cellent,  air. 

44  This  ought  the  rather  to  be 
obferved,  becaufe  it  is  become  a  fa- 
fhion  among  modern  philolophers, 
to  refolve  all  our  perceptions  into 
mere  feelings  or  fenfations  in  the 
perfon  that  perceives,  without  any 
thing  correlponding  to  thofe  feel¬ 
ings  in  the  external  objedt.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  thefe  philofoph«rs,  there 
is  no  heat  in  the  lire,  no  tafte  in  a 
fapid  body  ;  the  tafte  and  the  heat 
being  only  in  the  perfon  that  feels 
them.  In  like  nun ner,  there  is  no 
beauty  in  any  objedt  whatfoever ; 
it  is  only  a  fenfation  or  feeling  in 
the  perfon  that  perceives  it. 

44  The  language  and  the  com* 
moil  fenfe  of  mankind  contradict 
this  theory.  Even  thofe  who ’hold 
it,  find  themfelves  obliged  to  ufe  a 
language  that  contradicts  it.  I  had 
occafion  to  fhow,  that  there  is  no 
f o lid  foundation  for  it  when  applied 
to  the  fccondary  qualities  of  body; 
and  the  time  arguments  flho'ty  e- 
qually,  that  it  has  no  folid  founda.t* 
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tion  when  applied  to  the  beauty  of 
objects,  or  to  any  of  thole  qualities 
that  are  perceived  by  a  good  tafte. 

44  But  though  l'ome  of  the  qua¬ 
lities  that  pleaffi  a  good  tafte.  reiem- 
bie  the  fecondary  qualities  of  body, 
and  therefore  may  be  called  occult 
qua  itics,  as  we  only  feel  their  ef¬ 
fect,  and  have  no  more  knowledge 
of  the  caufe,  but  that  it  is  fome- 
thing  which  is  adapted  by  nature  to 
produce  that  effect ;  this  is  not  al¬ 
ways  the  cafe. 

44  Our  judgment  of  beauty  is  in 
many  cafes  more  enlightened.  A 
work  of  art  may  appear  beautiful 
to  the  moft  ignorant,  even  to  a 
child.  It  pleafes,  but  he  knows 
not  why.  To  one  who  under  (lands 
it  perfectly,  and  perceives  how  e- 
very  part  is  fitted  with  exact  judg¬ 
ment  to  its  end,  the  beauty  is  not 
myfterious  ;  it  is  perfectly  compre¬ 
hended  ;  and  he  knows  wherein  it 
confifts,  as  well  as  how  it  aft  efts 
h  m . 

44  2 .  We  may  obferve,  that, 
though  all  the  taftes  we  perceive  by 
the  palate  are  either  agreeable,  or 
difagreeable,  or  indifferent  ;  yet,  a- 
mong  thofc  that  are  agreeable,  there 
is  great  diveriity,  not  in  degree 
only,  but  in  kind.  And  as  we  have 
not  generics!  names  (or  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  tafte,  we  diftinguifli 
vhem  by  the  bodies  in  which  they 
are  found. 

44  In  like  manner,  all  the  objects 
of  bur  internal  tafte  are  either  beau¬ 
tiful,  or  difagreeable,  or  indifferent  ; 
v  et  of  beauty  there  is  a  gre-.t  diver¬ 
sity,  not  only  of  degree,  but  of  kind  : 
the  beauty  of  a  demon!' ration,  the 
beauty  of  a  poem,  the  beauty  of  a 
palace,  the  beauty  of  a  piece  of  mu- 
lic,  the  beauty  of  a  line  woman, 
and  many  more  that  might  be  nam¬ 
ed,  are  different  kinds  of  beauty  ; 
and  we  have  no  names  to.diitinguilh 


them  but  the  names  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  objects  to  which  they  belong. 

44  As  there  is  luch  diveriity  in 
the  kinds  of  beauty  as  well  as  in 
the  degrc-es,  we  need  not  think  it 
ft  range  that  philolbphers  have  gone 
into  different  fyftemsin  analyftng  it, 
and  enumerating  its  iimple  ingre¬ 
dients.  They  have  made  many  juft 
obftervations  on  the  lubjedt ;  but, 
from  the  love  of  (implicity,  have 
reduced  it  to  fewer  principles  than 
the  nature  of  the  thing  will  permit, 
having  had  in  their  eye  Come  parti¬ 
cular  kinds  qf  beauty,  while  they 
overlooked  others. 

44  There  are  moral  beauties  as 
well  as  natural  ;  beauties  in  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  fenfe,  and  in  intellectual 
objects  ;  in  the  works  of  men,  and 
in  thbeworks  of  God  ;  in  things  in¬ 
animate,  in  brute  animals,  and  in 
rational  beings  ;  in  the  conftitution 
of  the  body  of  man,  and  in  the  con¬ 
ftitution  of  his  mind.  There  is  no 
real  excellence  which  has  not  its 
beauty  to  a  difeerning  eye,  when 
placed  in  a  proper  point  of  view  ; 
and  it  is  as  difficult  to  enumerate 
the  ingredients  of  beauty  as  the  in¬ 
gredients  or  real  excellence. 

44  3.  The  tafte  of  the  palate  may¬ 
be  accounted  moft  juft  and  perfect, 
when  we  relifh  the  things  that  are 
fit  for  the  nouriftiment  of  the  body, 
and  are  difs’ufted  with  things  of  a 
contrary  nature.  The  manifeft  in¬ 
tention  of  nature  in  giving  us  this 
fenfe,  is,  that  we  may  difeern  what 
it  is  fit  for  us  to  eat  and  to  drink, 
and  what  it  is  not.  Brute  animals 
are  di reefed  in  the  choice  of  then- 
food  merely  by  their  tafte.  Led  by 
this  guide,  they  chufe  the  food  that 
nature  intended  for  them,  and  fel- 
dom  make  mi  (fakes,  unlefs  they  be 
pinched  by  hunger,  or  deceived  by 
artificial  compofkions.  In  infants 
likewife  the  tafte  is  commonly  found 
Q  3  $hd 
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gnd  uneorrupted,  and  of  the  ftm- 
pip  productions  of  nature  they  rev 
liih  fhe  things  that  ^re  moft  whole? 
fome. 

44  In  like  manner,  our  internal 
tafte  ought  to  be  accounted  moil: 
juft  and  perfect,  when  we  are  plealed 
with  things  that  are  moft  excellent 
in  their  kind,  and  difpleafed  with 
the  contrary,  The  intention  of  na¬ 
ture  is  no  lefs  evident  in  this  infer¬ 
nal  tafte  than  in  the  external.  Every 
excellence  has  a  real  beauty  and 
charm  that  makes  it  an  agreeable 
objeCl  to  thofe  who  have  the  faculty 
of  difcerning  its  beauty  ;  and  this 
faculty  is  what  we  call  a  good  fade. 

44  A  man,  who,  by  any  diforder 
in  his  mental  powers,  or  by  bad 
habits,  has  contracted  a  relifh  for 
what  has  no  real  excellence,  or 
what  is  deformed  and  defective,  has 
a  depraved  tafte,  like  one  who  finds 
a  more  agreeable  relifh  in  allies  or 
cinders  than  in  the  moil  wholefome 
food.  As  we  mull  acknowledge  the 
tafte  of  the  palate  to  be  depraved  in 
this  cafe,  there  is  the  fame  reafon  to 
think  the  tafte  of  the  mind  depraved 
jn  the  other. 

44  There  is  therefore  a  juft  and 
rational  tafte,  and  there  is  a  de¬ 
praved  and  corrupted  tafte,  For  it 
is  too  evident,  that,  by  bad  educa¬ 
tion,  bad  habits,  and  wrong  aftbci- 
atipns,  men  may  acquire  a  relifh  for 
naftipefs,forrudenels,  and  ill  breed¬ 
ing,  and  for  many  other  deformi¬ 
ties.  To  fay  that  fuch  a  tafte  is 
not  vitiated,  is  no  lefs  abfurd  than 
to  fay,  that  the  fickly  girl  who  de¬ 
lights  in  eating  charcoal  and  to¬ 
bacco-pipes,  has  as  juft  and  natural 
a  tafte  as  when  fhe  is  in  perfebt 
health? 

44  4.  The  force  of  cuftom,  of 
fancy,  and  of  cafual  aftbciations,  is 
very  great  both  upon  the  external 
ai>d  internal  tafte.  An  Efkimaux 
pan  regale  himfelf  with  a  draught 


of  whale-oil,  and  a  Canadian  can 
feaft  upon  a  dog.  A  Ka.mfchatka- 
dale  lives  upon  putrid  fifh,  and  i'3 
fometimes  reduced  to  eat  the  bark 
of  trees.  The  tafte  of  rum,  or  of 
green  tea,  is  at  ftrft  as  naufeous  as 
that  of  ipecacuan,  to  fome  perfons, 
who  may  be  brought  by  life  to  re- 
IHh  what  they  op.ee  found  lb  difa- 
gyre  cable. 

44  When  wre  fee  fuch  varieties  in 
the  tafte  of  the  palate  produced  by 
cuftom  and  aftbciations,  and  fome 
perhaps  by  conftitution,  we  maybe 
the  lefs  furprifed  that  the  fame 
caufes  fhould  produce  like  varieties 
in  the  tafte  of  beauty  ;  that  the 
African  fhould  efteem  thick  lips  and 
a.  flat  nofe  $  that  other  nations  fhould 
draw  out  their  cars,  till  they  hang* 
over  their  fhouklers ;  that  in  one 
nation  ladies  flipuld  paint  their  faces, 
and  in  another  fhould  make  them 
fhine  with  greafe, 

44  5.  Thofe  who  conceive  that 
there  is  no  ftandard  jn  nature  by 
which  tafte  may  b.e  regulated,  and 
that  the  common  proverb,  that 
there  ought  to  be  no  difpute  about 
tafte,  is  to  be  taken  in  the  utmoft 
latitude,  go  upon  flender  and  infuf= 
ficicnt  ground.  The  fame  arym 
merits  might  be  ufed  with  equal 
force  againft  any  ftandard  of  truth, 

44  YV  hole  nations  by  the  force  of 
prejudice  are  brought  to  believe  the 
grofteft  abfurdities ;  and  yvhy  fhould 
it  be  thought  that  the  tafte  is  lefs 
capable  of  being  perverted  than  the 
judgment  ?  It  mull  indeed  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  men  differ  more 
in  the  faculty  of  take  than  in  what 
we  commonly  call  judgment ;  and 
therefore  it  may  be  expeCted  that 
they  fhould  be  more  liable  to  have 
their  tafte  corrupted  in  matters  of 
beauty  and  deformity?  than  their 
judgment  in  matters  of  truth  and 
error. 

44  Jf  we  make  due  allowance  for 
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this,  we  fhall  fee  that  it  is  as  eafy 
to  account  for  the  variety  of  taftes, 
though  there  be  in  nature  a  hand- 
ard  of  true  beauty,  and  coniequent- 
ly  of  good  tafte  ;  as  it  is  to  account 
for  the  variety  and  contrariety  oi 
opinions,  though  there  be  in  nature 
a  ftandard  of  truth,  and  confequ-ent- 
ly  of  right  judgment. 

66  6.  Nay,  if  we  fpeak  accurate¬ 
ly  and  ftridtly,  we  fhall  find,  that, 
in  every  operation  of  tahe,  there  is 
judgment  implied. 

“  When  a  man  pronounces  a 
poem  or  a  palace  to  be  beautiful,  he 
affirms  fomething  of  that  poem  or 
that  palace  ;  and  every  affirmation 
or  denial  cxpreffes  judgment.  For 
we  cannot  better  define  judgment, 
than  by  faying  that  it  is  an  affirma¬ 
tion  or  denial  of  one  thing  concern¬ 
ing  another.  I  had  occafion  tofhow, 
when  treating  of  judgment,  that  it 
is  implied  in  every  perception  of 
our  external  fenfes.  There  is  an 
immediate  convidfion  and  belief  of 
the  exigence  of  the  quality  per¬ 
ceived,  whether  it  be  colour,  or 
found,  or  figure  ;  and  the  fame 
thing  holds  in  the  perception  of 
beauty  or  deformity. 

u  If  it  be  faid  that  the  percep¬ 
tion  of  beauty  is  merely  a  feeling 
in  the  mind  that  perceives,  with¬ 
out  any  belief  of  excellence  in  the 
objedf,  the  neceflary  confequence 
of  this  opinion  is,  that  when  I  fay 
Virgil’s  Georgies  is  a  beautiful 
poem,  I  mean  not  to  fay  any  thing 
of  the  poem,  but  only  fomething 
concerning  myfelf  and  my  feelings. 
Why  fhould  I  ufe  a  language  that 
expreffes  the  contrary  of  what  I 
mean  ? 

44  My  language,  according  to  the 
neceflary  rules  of  conflrudtion,  can 
best*  no  other  meaning  but  this, 
that  there  is  fomething  in  the  poem, 
jmd  not  in  me,  which  I  call  beauty. 
Ewpty  thole  wfyo  hold  beauty  to  be 


GENERAL.  [103] 


merely  a  feeling  in  the  perfon  that 
perceives  it,  find  themfelves  under 
a  neceflity  of  exprefling  themfelves, 
as  if  beauty  were  folely  a  quality  of 
the  object,  and  not  of  the  perci¬ 
pient. 

ct  No  reafon  can  be  given  why 
all  mankind  fhould  exprefs  them¬ 
felves  thus,  but  that  they  believe 
what  they  fay.  It  is  therefore  con¬ 
trary  to  the  univerfal  fenfe  of  man¬ 
kind,  expreffed  by  their  language, 
that  beauty  is  not  really  in  the  ob¬ 
ject,  but  is  merely  a  feeling  in  the 
perfon  who  is  faid  to  perceive  it, 
Philofophers  fhould  be  very  cau¬ 
tious  in  oppofing  the  common  fenfe 


of  mankind  ;  for,  when  they  do, 
they  rarely  mils  going  wrong. 

u  Our  judgment  of  beauty  is  not 
indeed  a  dry  and  unafrecting-  judg¬ 
ment,  like  that  of  a  mathematical 
or  metaphysical  truth.  By  the  con- 
flit  uti  on -of  our  nature,  itisaccom* 
panted  with  an  agreeable  feeling  or 
emotion,  for  which  vve  have  no 
other  name  but  the  fenfe  of  beauty. 
This  fenfe  of  beauty,  like  the  per¬ 
ceptions  of  our  other  fenfes,  im¬ 
plies  not  only  a  feeling,  but  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  fome  quality  in  the  object 
which  occaflons  that  feeling. 

“  In  objedts  that  pleafer the  tafle, 
we  always  judge  that  there  is  fome 
real  excellence,  fome  fuperiority  to 
thofe  that  do  not  pleafe.  In  fome 
cafes,  that  fuperior  excellence  is  di- 
ffiin&ly  perceived,  and  can  be  point¬ 
ed  out ;  in  other  cafes,  we  have 
only  a  general  notion  of  fome  ex¬ 
cellence  which  we  cannot  deicribe. 
Beauties  of  the  former  kind  may  be 
compared  to  the  primary  qualities 
perceived  by  the  external  fenfes  ; 
thofe  of  the  latter  kind,  to  the  fe- 
condary. 

u  7.  Beauty  or  deformity  in  an 
objedt,  refults  from  its  nature  or 
Arudture.  To  perceive  the  beauty, 
therefore,  we  mult  perceive  the  na- 
G  4  cure 
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tyre  or  ffruchire  from  which  it  re- 
f ults,  in  this  the  internal  fenfe 
differs  from  the  external.  Our  ex¬ 
ternal  fenfes  may  difcover  qualities 
which  do  not  depend  upon  any  an¬ 
tecedent  perception.  Thus  I  can 
pear  the  found  of  a  bell,  though  I 
never  perceived  any  thing  elfe  be¬ 
longing  to  it.  But  it  is  impotable 
to  perceive  the  beauty  of  an  object 
without  perceiving  the  ohjeci,  or 
at  lead- -conceiving  it.  On  this  ac¬ 
count,  Dr.  Hutchefon  called  the 
fenfes  of  beauty  and  harmony  re¬ 
flex  or  feeondary  fenfes  ,*  becauie 


the  beauty  cannot  be  perceived  un- 
lei's  the  object  be  perceived  by  feme 
other  power  of  the  mind.  Thus 
the  fenfe  of  harmony  and  melody 
in  founds  fuppofes  the  external 
fenfe  or  hearing,  and  is  a  kind  of 
feeondary  to  it.  A  man  born  deaf 
may  be  a  good  judge  of  beauties  of 
another  kind,  but  can  have  no  no¬ 
tion  of  melody  or  harmony.  The 
like  may  be  laid  of  beauties  in  co¬ 
louring  and  in  figure,  which  can 
never  be  perceived  without  the 
fenfes  bv  which  colour  and  figure 
are  perceived,” 
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YJ  THEREIN  con  fills  the.  ef- 

Vv  -fence  of  poetry is  a 
queflion,  which  it  will  not  be  fo 
eafy  to  anfwer,  as  may  at  fir  ft  he 
imagined.  Different  authors  have 
given  very  different  definitions. 
Some  have  denominated  it,  44  The 
art  of  expreffing  our  thoughts  by 
fidtion.”  Others  have  imagined  its 
offence  to  He,  in  ‘  -  The  power  <  f 
imitation  Y  and  others  again,  in 
44  The  art  of  giving  pleaiure.”  But 
it  is  evident,  that  fidtion,  imitation, 
and  pleafure,  are  not  the  properties 
of  poetry  alone,  Proffdc  compo- 
firion  may  contain  the  rnoll  ingeni¬ 
ous  fables,  It  may  piefent  the  moll 
if riking  refemblances.  It  may  in- 
fpire  the  moll  fenfible  delight. 

'  14  Poetry  has  been  generally  de¬ 
nominated  an  art.  Horace,  if  he 
•hi  ml  elf  gave  the  fitle  to  his  own 
pelepiuud  and  admirable  poem,  has 
character i 7 ed  it  under  that  name. 
The  term  itfelf  {Uo^a^)  would  na¬ 


turally  lead  to  the  fame  idea  ;  for 
it  fee  ms  to  imply,  that  labour  and 
ingenuity,  the  necefiary  compa¬ 
nions  of  art,  muff:  be  employed  in 
poetic  compofition.  But  certainly, 
it  has  the  neareft  affinity  to  fcience 
of  any  other  art  ;  for  all  its  excel¬ 
lence  confiffs,  in  its  prefen  ting  fci¬ 
ence  in  a  peculiar  and  engaging 
drefs.  An  art,  by  which  fen  nee  is 
ailiffed,  and  fentiment  exalted  ;  by 
which  the  imagination  is  elevated, 
the  heart  delighted,  and  the  nobleff 
paffions  of  the  human  foul  exp  rdf- 
ed,  improved,  and  heightened,  will 
appear  important  enough,  to  have 
its  boundaries  exadlly  drawn,  and 
the  limits  ascertained,  which  divide 
it  from  its  humble  neighbour.  Or, 
if  this  be  not  poffible,  to  have  its 
general'  and  larger  c  ha  raderi  flics 
clearly  reprefented. 

44  What  is  it,  then,  which  con- 
ffitutes  t.he  poetic  efience,  find  dif- 
tinguiffies  it  from  prole  ?  Is  it  me* 

tre  f 
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tre  Or  is  it  fomething  entirely 
different  •  fublimity  of  Sentiment, 
boldnefs  of  figure,  grandeur  of  de¬ 
scription  or  embellifhment  d  ima¬ 
gination  ?  Let  us  attend  to  the  ar¬ 
guments,  which  may  be  oitered  on 
behalf  of  both  thcfe  hypothefes. 

The  charaCteriftic  nature  of 
poetry,  it  may  be  faid,  con  fills,  in 
elevation  of  thought,  in  imagery, 
in  ornament.” 

44  For,  have  there  not  been  real 
poems  formed,  without  the  fhackle 
gf  regular  verfe  ?  Poems,  which 
none,  but  a  faftidious  critic,  would 
fcruple  a  moment  to  honour  with 
that  name  ?  Is  not  Tele  roach  us  a 
noble  epic  poem  ?  For  who  would 
dare  to  degrade  it  to, a  lower  cha¬ 
racter  ?  Who  would  refufe  the  ap¬ 
pellation  to  the  Death  of  Abel, 
which  thofe,  who  underhand  the 
German  language,  fpeak  of  with  lo 
much  rapture  ?  Or  to  the  Incas 
of  Marmontei,  which  the  French 
celebrate,  with  equal  enthufiafm  of 
praife  ! 

44  Does  not  elevation  of  fenti- 
rnent  produce  modulation  of  lan¬ 
guage  ?  The  foul,  infpired  with 
great  ideas,  naturally  treads  with  a 
lofty  llep.  There  is  a  dignity  in 
all  her  movements.  She  declaims, 
with  a  meafured,  folemn,  majehic 
utterance.  Her  hyle  is  fonorous, 
andfwelhng.  Thefe  attributes  in- 
dicate  ;  thefe  conftitute  the  poet, 
Thev  give  hrength  and  feeling  to 
his  compoiitions.  Where  thele  are 
found,  who  would  look  for  any 
higher  claims,  before  he  would  con¬ 
fer  the  palm  of  poetic  honours  ? 
Where  thefe  are  wanting,  what  o- 
ther  prope.ties  could  give  even  the 
lliadow  of  a  title?  Who  would 
refufe  the  title  of  bard,  to  the  great 
matter  of  Hebrew  long  ?  f  or  what 
can  be  more  truly  fublime,  or  po¬ 
etical,  than  many  of  the  Pfalrns  of 
David  ?  And  yet,  after  the  inge¬ 
nious  labours  of  the  learned  Dr. 


Lowth,  the  metre  or  rhythm  has 
not  been  exactly  afeertained;  and 
probably  will  not,  became  it  does 
not  exiih  'I  he  harmony  of  num¬ 
bers,  of  which  every  ear  mult  be 
fenhble,  arifes  purely  from  the  na- 
tive  impulfe  of  a  foul,  infpired  with 
fentiments  which  it  could  not  pof- 
fibly  exp  refs  in  any  language  but 
what  was  fervid  and  poetical. 

44  By  this  theory,  it  may  be  faid, 
we  account  for  the  common  remark, 
that  the  original  language  of  man- 
kind  was  poetical  :  becaufe,  in  the 
infancy  of  the  world,  every  thing 
would  naturally  excite  admiration, 
and  vehement  paliion.  Their  rude 
and  imperfect  fpeech  would  bear 
inferibed  upon  it,  the  itarnp  of 
ilrong  and  animated  feeling.  It 
would,. refemble  the  harangues  of 
Indian  orators,  at  this  day,  whole 
fpeeches  are  accompanied  with,  tones 
and  geflures,  which,  to  a  cultivated 
European,  appear  extravagantly 
pompous.  Their  lives  were  full  of 
danger  and  variety.  New  fcene$ 
were  continually  opening  upon 
them.  Growing  arts  and  fciences 
were  presenting  new  objects  of  cur 
rioilty.  Hence,  their  feelings  were 
amazingly  intenfe.  And  hence, 
their  language  was  bold,  and  poeti¬ 
cally  fublime.  Longinus,  in  the 
fragment  of  a  treatife,  which  is  un¬ 
happily  loll,  has  this  fentiment. 
44  Meafure  belongs  properly  to 
poetry,  as  it  perfonates  the  pamons, 
and  their  language  ;  it  ufes  fiction 
and  fable,  which  naturally  produce 
numbers  and  harmony.” 

44  It  may  be  added,  in  fupport 
of  this  definition,  44  That  our  own 
inimitable  poet,  than’  whom  none 
fee  ms  more  to  have  enjoyed  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  the  Mule,  d.efcribes  phe 
poet,  as  chiefly  difiinguiflied  by  the 
fervour  of  imagination.  He  does 
not,  indeed,  affign  him  the  mod  ho¬ 
nourable  company,-  but  he  makes 
ample  amends,  by  a  defeription  of 
1  poetic 
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poetic  fancy,  wonderfully  brilliant 
and  captivating. 

“  The  lunatic,  theiover,  and  the  poet. 
Are  of  imagination  all  compadL 
One  lees  more  devils  than  vaft  hell  can 
hold, 

That  is  the  madman :  the  lover,  all  as 
frantic. 

Sees  Helen's  beauty  on  a  brow  of  Egypt, 
The  poet’s  eye,  in  a  fine  frenzy  rolling, 
Doth  glance  from  heaven  to  earth,  from 
earth  to  heaven ; 

And,  as  imagination  bodies  forth 
The  forms  of  things  unknown,  the  poet’s 
pen 

Turns  them  to  fhapes,  and  gives  to  airy 
nothing 

A  local  habitation  and  a  name,” 

Shakspeare. 

Who  can  forbear  applying  to  the 
poet,  what  has  been  fo  juftly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  great  critic,  lately 
quoted,  > 

“  He  is  himfelf  the  great  fuhlime  he 
draws !” 

“  Horace,  likewife,  feems  to  rank 
himfelf  on  this  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion,  in  the  fourth  Satire  of  his  firlh 
book,  where  he  endeavours  to  fet¬ 
tle  the  point  of  poetic  characters. 
He,  firft,  excepts  himfelf  from  the 
number  of  thofe,  to  whom  he  would 
allow  the  name  of  Poet ;  becaufe 
compofitions  like  his  own,  u  J'cr- 
njoni  -prdpriora”  do  not  give  a  juft 
(claim  to  the  appellation.  He,  then, 
defcribes  the  real  bard  ; 

**  Ingenium  ctti  fit;  cui  mens  divinior,  at- 
que  os 

Magna  fonaturura,  des  nominis  hujus  ho- 
liorem.” 

With  refpedt  to  himfelf,  and  to  Lu- 
cilius,  he  tells  us,  that  if  you  take 
away  the  order  and  the  meafure, 
their  verfes  wrould  become  44  fermo 
inerus”  mere  prof c,  Not  fo,  if  you 
take  in  pieces  that  line  of  Ennius, 

“  Poftquam  difcordia  tetra 
Belli  ferrates  poftes,  portafque  refregit.” 

for  then,  he  exclaims, 


“  Invenias  etiam  difjedli  membra  poetse  l” 

The  true  poetic  eflence,  then,  con- 
fills  in  elevation,  imagery,  and 
grandeur  ;  to  which,  modulation  is 
no  more  than  an  adjunct;  nccef- 
fary,  indeed,  becaufe  it,  in  fame 
degree,  necefiarily  accompanies  ani¬ 
mated  and  poetic  fentiment.” 

44  To  thefe  arguments,  it  may 
be  replied  :  44  That  the  modefty  of 
Horace,  in  excepting  himfelf  from 
the  rank  and  honours  of  poetic 
character,  will  not  be  admitted, 
even  with  refpebt  to  thofe  verfes, 
as  to  which  alone  he  made  the  ex¬ 
ception.  For,  who  has  not  in 
every  age  clafted  the  Epifiles  and 
Satires  of  Horace,  in  the  number 
of  poetic  compofitions,  though,  as 
he  fays,  his  iiyle  only 

“  Pede  certo 

Differt  fermoni :  fermo  merus.” 

44  If  we  adhere  rigoroufly  to  this 
definition,  fliall  we  not  exclude 
many  candidates,  from  whom  we 
fhould  be  forry  to  pluck  the  well- 
earned  wreath  of  poetic  fame  ?  All 
verfes,  where  the  fubjedt  is  low  or 
ridiculous,  as  the  Hudibras  of  But¬ 
ler  ;  where  it  is  iimple  and  narra¬ 
tive,  as  the  fables  of  Gay  ;  or  even, 
where  it  is  plaintive  and  melan¬ 
choly,  as  the  Church-Yard  of 
Gray,  muft  be  banifhed  from  the 
region  of  the  Mufe.  ParnafTus 
muft  .be,  44  all  cliff,”  without  a  fin*, 
gle  vale  in  all  its  circuit.  None 
mull  then  be  deemed  a  poet,  who 
cannot  foar  to  its  loftieft  fumrnit, 
on  epic,  or  heroic  wing.  If  we 
fhould  form  an  index  expurgato- 
rius  upon  this  principle,  what  ha- 
vock  fhould  we  make  among  the 
minor  poets  ?  How  many  fhould 
we  exclude,  whom  every  lover  of 
the  Mufe  ranks,  with  grateful  ve¬ 
neration,  in  the  number  of  her  in¬ 
spired  votaries  ? 


«  Elevation, 
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<s  Elevation  of  fentiment,  ima¬ 
gery,  and  creative  fancy,  are  not 
to  be  found  in  poetry  alone.  They 
often  belong  as  much  to  the  orator. 
For  where  will  you  find  nobler 
flights  of  imagination,  loftier  fenti- 
ments,  bolder  addreifes  to  the  pa  - 
fions,  or  more  animated,  we  might 
fay,  modulated  language,  than  in 
the  Orations  of  Cicero ;  not  to 
mention  thofe  of  our  modern  ora¬ 
tors,  whofe  eloquence,  however, 
we  would  not  lcruple  to  compare 
with  that  of  the  moil  admired  an¬ 
cients  ? 

“  If  we  might  argue  from  the 
name,  poetry,  we  fhould  naturally 
conclude,  that  the  ancients  them- 
felves  underftood  by  the  term,  not 
thofe  irregular  modulations,  which 
naturally  arofe  from  the  impulfe  of 
ftrong  and  impallioned  feelings,  from 
grandeur  of  fentiment,  from  beau¬ 
ty,  or  boldnefs  of  imagery  ;  but, 
fomething  more  artificial  and  ela¬ 
borate  ;  fomething,  which  demand¬ 
ed  more  effort  and  ingenuity  to 
form,  than  merely  arofe  from  the 
effulions  of  a  glowing  heart  ? 

f  i  Is  not,  then,  the  proper  and 
peculiar  charadterift ic  of  poetry, 
that  metre  or  rhythm,  which  the 
ear  fo  eaiily  diftinguifh.es,  and  with 
which  it  is  fo  unfpeakabiy  delight¬ 
ed  ?  Is  not  this  the  great  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  modulation  of 
poetry  and  profe  ;  that  the  one  is 
regular,  determined  by  certain  laws, 
and  returning'  upon  the  ear  at  fat¬ 
ed  periods  ;  whilll  the  other  has  no 
ffandard  but  the  general  fenfe  of 
harmony,  and  is  infinitely  irregu-r 
lar  and  various  ?  The  imagery  or 
fentimeqj:  is  a  mere  circumftance 
which  does  not  conflitute,  however 
it  may  adorn,  poetic  compoiitiou. 
We  can  fuppofe  nonfenfe  in  profe. 
Can  we  not  equally  fuppofe  non- 
ferife  in  poetry  ?  And  yet,  fhall 
there  not  be  an  effential  difference 


between  poetic  and  profaic  jargon  ? 
If  fo,  fomething  elfe,  betides  the 
fentiment  or  fenfe,  is  the  boundary 
between  them.  And  what  is  this 
but  that  metre  or  melody,  without 
which,  the  language  which  conveys 
the  loftieft  fentiments  may  be  in¬ 
deed  poetical,  but  can  never  be 
poetrv  itfelf. 

44  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  decide, 
abfolutely,  upon  the  flrength  or 
weaknefs  of  the  foregoing  argu¬ 
ments.  I-  fliall  be  happy  to  hear 
them  fully  difeuffed  in  the  en filing 
converfation,  from  which  I  promile 
myfelf  both  inftrufttion  and  enter- 
tamment. 

44  At  prefent,  I  find  myfelf  dT~ 
pofed  to  reft  in  fome  fuch  general 
concluiion  as  the  following. 

44  To  finifhed  and  perfect  poetry, 
or  rather  to  the  higheft  order  of 
poetic  compofitions,  are  neceffary, 
elevation  of  fentiment,  fire  of  ima¬ 
gination,  and  regularity  of  metre. 
This  is  the  fummit  of  Parnaffus. 
But,  from  this  fublimeft  point,  there 
are  gradual  declinations,  till  you 
come  to  the  region  of  profe.  The 
laft  line  of  feparation  is,  that  of 
regular  metre.  And,  in  com  men 
language,  not  having  fettled  with 
precifion  the  nature  or  boundaries 
of  either,  we  often  apply  the  poe¬ 
tic  character  with  great  latitude,  to 
compofitions,  which  have  more  or 
lefts  of  the  preceding  qualities,  but 
which  are  formed  into  uniform  and 
regular  verfe.  Often,  the  name  is 
given  to  works  which  have  nothing 
to  dilliuguifh  them  but  mere  num- 
her.  What  has  not  this  metrical 
modulation,  we  call  poetical ;  and 
what  has  it,  we  call  profaic,  folely 
upon  account  of  the  fentiment. 
For  poetry  and  profe,  like  two  co¬ 
lours,  eafily  diilinguilhable  from 
each  other  in  their  pure,  unmixed 
ftate,  melt  into  one  another  by  air 
moft  imperceptible  fliades,  till  the 
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diftindtion  is  entirely  loft.  Their 
general  characters  are  widely  dif¬ 
ferent.  Their  approximations  ad¬ 
mit  of  the  neareft  refemblances. 

u  With  refpedt  to  mere  number, 
the  difficulty  is  not  great,  in  the 
prefent  cultivated  ftate  of  language, 
for  any  perfon,  of  a  tolerable  ear,  to 
tag  together  lines,  the  mafic  of  which 


fhall  be  flowing  and  agreeable. 

1  t  ’  ,  c>  _ 

Hence,  tnc  multitudes  of  indiffer¬ 
ent  poets,  who  abound  amongft  us ! 
But  it  has  been  juftly  obferved, 
that  a  ftate  of  cultivated  focicty  is 
not  favourable  to  thofe  bolder  ex¬ 
ertions  of  poetic  fancy,  which 
elevate,  aftonifh,  and  delight  the 
mind.” 


/ 

On  the  PLEASURE  which  the  MIND  in  many  Cafes  receives  from 
contemplating  SCENES  of  DISTRESS.  By  T.  Earned,  D.  D. 


[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 


Suave  mart  magno,  turhantibus  aequora 

ventij, 

E  terra  alterius  magnum fpe&are'perichim. 
IS  ©it  «mia  vexari  quenquam  eft  jucunda 
vduptas ? 

Sed  quibus  ipfe  malis  careas,  quia  cernere 
fuave  eft.  Lucretius. 

ts  r“I"AHEi  pleafure  defc ribed  by 
the  poet  in  this  motto, 
and  of  which  he  has  mentioned  fo 
linking  and  appofite  an  inftance, 
may  perhaps,  at  firft,  feem  of  fo 
lingular  and  aftonifhmg  a  nature, 
that  fome  may  be  difpofed  to  doubt 
of  its  exiiience.  But  that  it  docs 
exift,  in  the  cafe  here  referred  to, 
and  in  many  others,  of  a  linnlar 
kind,  is  an  undoubted  fact  :  and  it 
may  not  appear  an  ufelefs  or  dif¬ 
ag  re  cable  entertainment,  to  trace 
its'  fou roe  in  the  human  brealt, 
together  with  the  final  caufe  for 
which  it  was  implanted  there  by 
our  benevolent  Creator. 

“  Shall  I,  it  may  be  faid,  feel 
Complacency  in  beholding  a  fcenc, 
in  which  many  of  my  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  are  agonizing  with  terror, 

o  » J  %  t  m 

whilft  I  can  neither  diminifli  their 
danger,  nor,  by  my  fympathy,  di¬ 
vide  their  anguifh  ?  At  the  light 
of  another’s  woe,  does  not  my  bo- 
fpm  naturally  feel  pain  ?  Do  I  not 


fhare  in  his  fenfations  ?  And  Is 
not  this  ftrong  and  exquifite  feiiii- 
bjlity  intended  by  my  Maker  to 
urge  me  on  to  a  chive  and  immediate 
afliftance  ?  Thefe  fenfations  are 
indeed  attended  with  a  noble  plea¬ 
fure,  when  I  can,  by  friendly  at¬ 
tention,  or  by  benevolent  commu¬ 
nication,  booth  the  borrows  of  the 
poor  mourner,  fnatch  him  from  im¬ 
pending  danger,  or  fupply  his  prefF- 
ing  wants.  But,  in  general,  where 
my  fympathy  is  of  no  avail  to  the 
wretched  fufferer,  ]  fly  from  the 
fpeclacle  of  his  mifery,  unable,  or 
unwilling  to  endure  a  pain,  which 
is  not  allayed  by  the  fweet  fath fac¬ 
tion  of  doing  good,” 

“  It  will  be  incumbent  on  us,  in 
anfwer  to  thwe  objections,’  in  the 
firft  p’ace,  to  prove  the  reality  of 
the  feeling,  the  caufe  of  which,  in 
the  human  ccnftitution,  we  here 
attempt  to  explore. 

“  Mr.  Addifon,  in  his  beautiful 
papers  on  the  Pleafures  of  the  Ima¬ 
gination,  has  obferved,  c;  that  ob¬ 
jects  or  fcencs,  which,  when  real, 
gave  difguft  or  pain,  in  defeription, 
often  become  beautiful  and  agree- 
able.  Thus,  even  a  dunghill  may, 
by  the  charms  of  poetic  imagery, 
excite  pleafure  and  entertainment. 

*  W  Scciw  % 
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Scenes  of  this  nature,  dignified  by 
apt  and  linking  defeription,  we  re¬ 
gard  with  Something  of  the  fame 
feelings,  with  which  we  look  upon 
a  dead  monder. 

* 

- - Informe  cadaver, 

Protrahitur:  neque.untt  xp!er:  cordatuendo 
Terribiles  ocnlos,  vultum,  villofaque  ietis 
Pedtora  femiferi,  atque  extinclos  iaucibus 
ignes.  Vir'gil. 

44  This,  he  oM'erves,  is  more 
particularly  the  cafe,  where  the  de- 
Icription  raifes  a  ferment  in  the 
mind,  and  works  with  violence  up¬ 
on  the  paffions.  One  would  won¬ 
der,  adds  he,  how  it  comes  to  pais, 
that  paffions,  which  are  very  un- 
pleafant  at  all  other  times,  are  very 
agreeable,  when  excited  by  proper 
defeription  ;  Inch  as  terror,  dejec¬ 
tion,  grief,  &c.  This  pie  Tine  a- 
rifes  from  the  refleffiion  we  make 
upon  ourfelves,  whillf  reading  it, 
that  we  are  not  in  danger  from 
them.  When  we  read  of  wounds, 
de  ith,  &c.  our  plealure  does  not 
rife  lb  properly  from  the  grief 
which  thefe  melancholy  deferip- 
tions  give  us,  as  from  the  iecret 
companion  we  make  of  ourfelves 
with  thofe  who  luffer.  We  fliould 
not  feel  the  fame  kind  of  pleafure, 
if  we  axffiually  law  a  perfon  lying 
under  the  tortures,  that  we  meet 
with  in  a  defeription.’5 

44  And  yet,  upon  the  principle 
affigned  by  this  amiable  writer,  we 
might  feel  the  fame,  or  even  higher 
pleafure,  from  the  affinal  view  of 
did  refs,  than  from  any  defeription  ; 
becaufe  the  comparifon  of  ourfelves 
with  the  fufferer  would  be  more 
vivid,  and  confcquently,  the  feel¬ 
ing  more  intend?.  I  would  only 
pbierve,  that  the  cauie  which  he 
bffigns  for  this  pie  Ture,  is  the  very 
fame  with  that  affigned  by  Lucre¬ 
tius  in  our  motto,  hjr.  Addifon 
applies  it  to  the  defeription;  the 


poet,  to  the  affiual  contemplation 
of  affeffiing  feenes.  In  both,  the 
pleafure  is  fuppofed  to  originate  in 
felfilhnefs.  But,  wherever  the  fo- 
cial  paffions  are  deeply  intereded, 
as  they  are  here  fuppofed  to  be, 
from  the  pathetic  defeription,  or 
the  dill  more  pathetic  furvey,  of 
the  fufferings  of  another,  the  fym- 
parhetic  feelings  will,  of  themfelves, 
at  once,  and  previoufly  to  all 'reflec¬ 
tion,  become  a  fource  of  agreeable 
and  tender  emotions.  They  will 
thus  dignify  and  enhance  the  fatis- 
faffiion,  if  any  fuch  be  fed,  arifing 
merely  from  the  confideration  of 
our  own  perfonal  fecurity.  And 
the  more  entirely  we  enter  into  the 
feene,  by  lodng  all  ideas  of  its  be- 
ing  either  palf  or  fabulous,  the 
more  perfectly  we  forget  ourfelves, 
and  are  abforbed  in  the  feeling, — » 
the  more  exquidte  is  the  fenfation. 

44  But,  as  our  lubfequent  fpecu- 
lations  will  chiefly  turn  upon  the 
pleafure  derived  from  real  feenes  of 
calamity,  and  not  from  thofe  which 
are  imaginary,  it  may  be  expeffied, 
that  we  produce  indances,  in  proof, 
that  fuch  pleafure  is  felt  by  per- 
Ions  very  different  in  their  tade, 
and  mental  cultivation. 

44  1  will  not  mention  the  horrid 
joy  with  wh’ch  the  favage  leads  his 
eye  upon  the  agonies  and  contor¬ 
tions  of  his  expiring  prifoner — ex¬ 
piring  in  all  the  pains  which  arti¬ 
ficial  cruelty  can  indiffi  !  Nor  will 
I  turn  your  eye  to  the  aim  oft 
equally  ffivage  fons  of  ancient 
Rome,  when  the  majedy  of  the 
Roman  people  could  rnfh,  with  ea- 
gernefs  and  tranfporl,  to  behold 
hundreds  of  gladiators  contending 
in  fatal  conlliffi,  and,  probably,  more 
than  halt  the  number  extended, 
weltering  in  blood,  and  writhing 
in  agony,  upon  the  plain.  Nor 
will  I  mention  the  Spanifh  buli- 
feads ;  nor  the  fervent  acclamations 

of 
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of  an  Englifh  mob  around  their 
fellow-creatures,  when  engaged  in 
furious  battle,  in  which  it  is  poffi- 
ble,  that  fome  of  the  combatants 
may  receive  a  mortal  blow,  and  be 
hurried,  dreadful  thought !  in  this 
awful  ftate,  to  the  bar  of  his 
Judge. 

u  Let  us  furvey  the  multitudes 
which,  in  every  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  always  attend  an  execution. 
It  may  perhaps  be  faid,  that,  in  all 
places  the  vulgar  have  little  of  the 
fenfibility  and  tendernefs  of  more 
polifhed  bofoms.  But,  in  the  laid 
mentioned  inftance,  an  execution, 
there  is  no  exultation  in  the  batter¬ 
ings  of  the  poor  criminal.  He  is 
regarded  by  every  eye  with  the  moil 
melting  compaffion.  The  whole 
affembly  fympathizes  with  him  in 
his  unhappy  fituation.  An  awful 
ftillnefs  prevails  at  the  dreadful 
moment.  Many  are  wrung  with 
unutterable  fenfations  :  and  prayer 
and  filence  declare,  more  loudly 
than  any  language  could,  the  ime¬ 
reti  they  feel  in  his  diflrefs.  Should 
a  reprieve  come  to  refcue  him  from 
death,  how  great  is  the  general 
triumph  and  congratulation  !  And, 
probably,  in  this  multitude  you 
will  find,  not  the  mere  vulgar  herd 
alone,  but  the  man  of  fiiperior 
knowledge,  and  of  more  refined  fen- 
fibility  ;  who,  led  by  fome  ftrong 
principle,  which  we  with  to  e:o 
plain,  feels  a  pleafure  greater  than 
all  the  pain,  great  and  exquifite  as 
pne  tliould  imagine  it  to  be,  from 
fuch  a  fpedacle. 

“  The  man  who  condemns  many 
of  the  fcenes  We  have  already  men¬ 
tioned  ks  barbarous  and  blocking, 
would,  probably,  run  with  the 
great  ell  eagernels  to  fome  high  cliff, 
overhanging  the  ocean,  to  fee  it 
fwelled  into  tempeli,  though  a  poor 
velTel,  or  even  a  fleet  uff  velfels, 
were  to  appear  as  one  part  of  the 


dreadful  fcenerv,  now  lifted  to  the 
heavens  on  the  foaming  furge,  now 
plunged  deep  into  the  fathomlefs 
abyfs,  and  now  dafhed  upon  the 
rocks,  where  they  are,  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  fhivered  into  fragments,  and, 
with  all  their  mariners,  entombed 
in  the  wave.  Or,  to  vary  the  quef- 
tion  a  little  ;  Who  would  not  be 
forward  to  if  and  fafe,  on  the  top  of 
fome  mountain  or  tower,  adjoining 
to  a  field  of  battle,  in  which  two 
armies  meet  in  defperate  conflict, 
though,  probably,  thoufands  may 
foon  lie  before  him  proft rate  on  the 
ground,  and  the  whole  field  prefent 
the  moil  horrid  fcenes  of  carnage 
and  defolation  ? 

That,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  plea¬ 
fure  predominates  in  the  com¬ 
pounded  feeling,  is  plain  from 
hence,  becaufe  you  continue  to 
furvey  the  feene ;  whereas  when 
pain  became  the  ftronger  fenfation, 
you  would  certainly  retire.  I  was 
lately  in  company  with  a  gentle¬ 
man,  who  deicribed  to  me,  in  very 
glowing  and  pidturefque  colours, 
an  engagement  between  two  priva¬ 
teers,  of  which  he  had  been  afpec- 
tutor  from  one  of  the  cliffs  on  the 
eaifern  coafi  of  England.  Several 
lives  were  loft  ;  and  the  conteft  was 
long,  doubtful,  and  fevere.  Hav¬ 
ing  this  fubjedi  in  my  thoughts,  I 
aiked  him,  whether  he  felt  pleafure 
in  the  fpeciacle.  He  anfwered  with 
great  energy,  that  he  would  not 
have  miffed  the  fight  for  a  very 
confiderable  fum.  His  tone  and 
ijianner  proved  that  he  fpoke  from 
his  heart. 

u  Cultivation  may,  indeed,  have 
produced  fome  minuter  differences 
in  the  tafte  and  feelings  of  different 
minds.  Thofe,  whole  fenfibilities 
have  not  been  refined  by  education 
or  foience,  may  feel  the  pleafure 
in  a  more  grofs  and  brutal  form. 
But  do  not  the  ntoft  polifbed  na¬ 
tures 
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tares  feel  a  fimilar,  a  kindred  plea- 
lure,  in  the  deep-wrought  diftreffes 
of  the  well-imagined  fcene  ?  Here 
the  endeavour  is,  to  introduce 
whatever  is  dreadful  or  pathetic, 
whatever  can  harrow  up  the  feel¬ 
ings,  or  extort  the  tear.  And  the 
deeper  and  more  tragical  the  fcene 
becomes,  the  more  it  agitates  the 
feveral  paffions  of  terror,  grief,  or 
pity — the  more  intenfely  it  de¬ 
lights,  even  the  mod  polidxed  minds. 
They  teem  to  enjoy  the  various  and 
vivid  emotions  of  contending  paf¬ 
fions.  They  love  to  have  the  tear 
trembling  in  the  eye,  aud  to  feel 
the  whole  foul  rapt  in  thrilling  fen- 
fations.  For  that  monent,  they 
feem  to  forget  the  fiction ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  commend  that  exhibition 
mod,  in  which  they  mod  entirely 
lod  fight  of  the  author,  and  of  their 
own  lituation,  and  were  alive  to  all 
the  unutterable  vibrations  of  drong 
or  melting  fenfibility., 

“  Taking  it,  then,  for  granted, 
that  in  the  contemplation  of  many 
fcenes  of  didrefs,  both  imaginary 
and  real,  a  gratification  is  felt,  let  us 
endeavour  to  account  for  it,  by 
mentioning  fome  of  thofe  princi¬ 
ples,  woven  into  the  web  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  by  its  benevolent 
Creator,  on  which  that  gratification 
depends. 

u  Dr.  Akenfide,  with  his  accuf- 
torned  drength  and  brilliancy  of 
colouring,  defcribes,  and  accounts 
for  it  in,  the  following  manner.  I 
will  make  no  apology  for  the  length 
of  the  quotation. 

- - — -  ce  Behold  the  ways 

Of  heaven’s  eternal  dediny  to  man  ! 

For  ever  jud,  benevolent,  and  wife  ! 

That  Virtue’s  awful  deps,  howe’er  puf- 
fued 

By  Vexing'  fortune,  and  iutrufive  pain, 
Should  never  be  divided  from  her  chade, 
Her  fair  attendant,  Pleafure.  Need  I  urge 
Thy  tardy  thought,  through  all  the  vari¬ 
ous  round 


Of  this  exidence,  that  thy  foftening  foul 
At  length  may  learn,  what  energy  the 
hand 

Of  Virtue  mingles  in  the  hitter  tide 
Of  Paffion,  fwelling  with  didrefs  and  pain. 
To  mitigate  the  fharp,  with  gracious  drops 
Of  cordial  Pleafure.  Aik  the  faithful 
youth, 

Why  the  cold  urn  of  her,  whom  long  he 
loved, 

So  often  fills  his  arm  ?  So  often  draws 
His  lonely  footdeps,  at  the  filent  hour, 
To  pay  the  mournful  tribute  of  his  tears  ? 
O  !  he  will  tell  thee,  that  the  wealth  of 
worlds 

Should  ne’er  feduce  his  bofom  to  forego 
That  facred  hour,  when  dealing  from  the 
noife 

Of  care  and  envy,  fvveet  remembrance 
Tooths, 

With  Virtue's  kinded  looks,  his  aching 
bread, 

And  turns  his  tears  to  rapture.  Aik  the 
croud. 

Which  flies  impatient  from  the  village- 
walk 

To  climb  the  neighbouring  cliffs,  when 
far  below 

The  crnel  winds  have  hurled  upon  the 
co  ad 

Some  helplefs  bark :  whild  facred  Pity 
melts 

The  general  eye,  or  Terror’s  icy  hand 
Smites  their  didorted  limbs,  or  horrent 
hair, 

While  every  mother  clofer  to  her  bread 
Catches  her  child;  and,  pointing  where 
the  waves 

Foam  through  the  lhattered  velfel,  fhrieks 
aloud, 

As  one  poor  wretch,  that  fpreads  his  pi¬ 
teous  arms 

For  fuccour,  fwallowed  by  the  roaring 
forge, 

As  now  another,  dallied  againd  the  rock. 
Drops  lifelefs  down.  O  deemed  thou  in¬ 
deed 

No  kind  endearment  here,  by  nature 
given, 

To  mutual  terror,  and  compaffion’s  tears  ? 
No  fweetly  melting  foitnefs,  which  at¬ 
tracts 

O'er  all  that  edge  of  pain,  the  focial 
power?. 

To  this  their  proper  adtion,  and  their 
end  ?” 

The  Poet  parities  the  feptiment  in 
the  fame  animated  imagery,  de¬ 
scribing  the  i'trong,  but  pleafu fable 

fe  illations 
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fenfations,  which  the  foul  feels,  in 
reading  the  fuffe rings  of  heroes, 
who  nobly  died  in  the  caufe  of  li¬ 
berty,  and  their  country  : 

— . . -  “  When  the  pious  band 

Of  youths,  who  fought  for  freedom,  and 
their  fires, 

Lie  fide  by  fide  in  gored* 

Or,  in  the  drong  movements  of  in¬ 
dignation  and  revenge  again  ft  the 
tyrant,  who  invades  that  liberty, 
and  enflaves  that  country, 

«— — — <£  When  the  patriot's  tear 

Starts  from  thine  eye,  and  thy  extended 
arm 

In  fancy  hurls  the  thunderbolt  of  Jove, 
To  fire  the  impious  wreath  on  Philip's 
brow, 

Or  daflt  Odtavius  from  his  trophied  car; 
Say — Does  thy  fecret  foul  repine  to  tafte 
The  big  di  ft  refs  ?  Or,  would'ft  t  hou  then 
exchange 

Thofe  heart-ennobling  forrows  for  the  lot 
Of  him,  who  fits  amid  the  gaudy  herd 
Of  mute  barbarians,  bending  to  his  nod, 
And  bears  aloft  his  gold -in  veiled  front. 
And  fays  within  himfelf,  “1  am  a  king, 
And  wherefore  fhould  the  clamorous  voice 
of  woe 

Intrude  upon  mine  ear  ?’* 

u  The  fentiment  of  this  charm¬ 
ing  and  moral  poet  is,  that  sympa¬ 
thetic  feelings  are  virtuous,  and 
therefore  pleafant.  And  from  the 
whole,  he  deduces  this  important 
conclulion  ;  that  every  virtuous 
emotion  mud  be  agreeable,  and  that 
this  is  the  fandtion,  and  the  reward 
of  virtue.  The  thought  is  ami* 
ble.  The  conclulion  noble.  But 
1>ill  the  folution  appears  to  me  to 
be  imperfedt. 

*c  We  have  already  faid,  that  the 
pleafure  ariling  from  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  diftrefsful  fee  lies  is  a  com¬ 
pounded  feeling-,  arifing  tromfeveral 
diftindt  fources  in  the  human  breall. 
The  kind  and  degree  of  the  fenfa- 
tion  mud  depend  upon  the  various 
blendings  of  the  feveral  ingredi¬ 
ents  which  enter  into  the  cojnpofi- 


tion.  The  caufe  aligned  by  Mr. 
Addifon,  the  fenfe  of  our  own  fe- 
curity,  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
fome  fliare  in  the  mafs  of  feelings. 
That  of  Dr.  Akenlide  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  have  a  dill  larger  propor¬ 
tion.  Let  us  attempt  to  trace  fome 
of  the  red. 

“  There  are  few  principles  in 
human  nature  of  more  general  and 
important  influence,  than  that  of 
fympathy.  A  late  ingenious  writ¬ 
er,  led  by  the  falhionable  idea  of 
Amplifying  all  the  lprings  of  hu¬ 
man  nature  into  one  lburce,  has,  in 
his'  beautiful  Theory  of  Moral  Sen¬ 
timents,  endeavoured  to  analyfe  a 
very  large  number  of  the  feelings 
of  the  heart  into  fympathetic  vibra¬ 
tion.  Though  it  appears  to  me 
mod  probable,  that  the  human 
mind,  like  the  human  body,  pof- 
fdfes  various  and  didindf  forints  of 
adtion  and  of  happinefs,  yet  he  has 
diewn,  in  an  amazing  diverfity  of 
inflances,  the  operation  and  im¬ 
portance  of  this  principle  of  human 
nature.  Let  us  apply  it  to  our 
prefent  fubjedt. 

s6  We  naturally  fympathize  with 
the  paflions  of  others.  But,  if  the 
paflions  they  appear  to  feel  be  not 
thofe  of  mere  didrefs  alone ;  if, 
midd  the  fcenes  of  calamity,  they 
difplay  fortitude,  generolity,  and 
forgivenefs  ;  if,  u  riling  fupcrior 
to  the  cloud  of  ills  which  covers 
them,”  they  nobly  ft  and  firm,  col- 
ledted,  and  patient ;  here,  a  dill 
higher  fource  of  p’eafure  opens 
upon  us,  from  complacence,  admi¬ 
ration,  and  that  unutterable  fym¬ 
pathy,  which  the  heart  feels  with 
virtuous  and  heroic  minds.  By  the 
operation  of  this  principle,  we  place 
ourfelves  in  their  firuation ;  we 
feel,  as  it  were,  fome  fhare  of  that 
confcious  integrity  and  peace,  which 
they  mud  enjoy.  Hence,  as  before 
obferved,  the  pleafure  will  vary, 
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?3cth  as  to  its  nature  and  degree,  ac¬ 
cording-  to  the  fcene  and  characters 
before  us.  The  fhook  of  contend¬ 
ing  armies  in  the  held, — the  ocean 
wrought  to  temped:,  and  covered 
with  the  wreck  of  fhattered  velfels, 
*- — and  a  worthy  family  hlently,  yet 
nobly  bearing  up  againlt  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  furrounding  lorrows,  will 
excite  very  different  emotions,  be- 
caul'e  the  component  parts  of  the 
pleafurable  fenfation  confift  of  very 
different  materials.  They  all  ex¬ 
cite  admiration ;  but  admiration, 
how  diverlified,  both  as  to  its  de¬ 
gree  and  its  caufe  !  Thefe  feveral 
ingredients  may,  doubtlefs,  be  fo 
blended  together,  that  the  pleafure 
fhall  make  but  a  very  fmall  part  of 
the  mixed  fenfation.  The  more  a- 
greeable  tints  may  bear  little  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  terrifying  red,  or  the 
gloomy  black. 

44  In  many  of  the  inflances  which 
have  been  mentioned,  the  pleafure 
muff  arife  chiefly,  if  not  folely, 
from  the  circumltatices,  or  accom- 
toanyments  of  the  fcene.  The  fub- 
lime  feelings  excited  by  the  view  of 
an  agitated  ocean,  relieve  and  l'often 
thofe  occafioned  by  the  fhipwreck* 
And  the  awe  excited  by  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  thoufands  of  men,  adting 
as  with  one  foul,  and  difplaving 
magnanimity  and  firmnefs,  in  the 
moft  folemn  trial,  tempers  thofe 
lenfations  of  horror  and  of  pain, 
which  would  arife  from  the  field  of 
battle. 

44  The  gratification  we  are  at- 
tempting  to  account  for,  depends 
alfo,  in  a  very  confiderable  degree, 
upon  a  principle  of  human  nature, 
implanted  in  it  for  the  wifeft  ends  ; 
the  exercife  which  it  gives  to  the 
mind,  by  routing  it  to  energy  and 
feeling.  Nothing  is  fo  infupport- 
p.ble,  as  that  languor  and  ennui, 
for  the  full  expreffion  of  which, 
our  language  dees  not  afford  a 
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term.  How  agreeable  it  is,  to  have 
the  foul  called  forth  to  exertion  and 
fenhbility,  let  the  Gamefter  wit- 
nefs,  who,  unable  to  endure  the 
lafiitude  and  famenefs  of  unanimated 
luxury,  runs  with  eagernefs  to  the 
place  where,  probably,  await  him 
all  the  irritation  and  agony  of  tu¬ 
multuous  paffion's* 

“  Again  ;  it  a  law  of  our  nature, 
that  oppofite  paffions,  when  felt  in 
fuccelfion,  and,  above  all,  when 
felt  at  the  fame  moment,  heighten 
and  increafe  each  other.  Eale  fuc-. 
ceeding  pain,  certainty  after  f«^ 
fpenfe,  friendfiiip  after  avefllon,  are 
unfpeakably  fironger  than  if  they 
had  not  been  thus  contrafied.  In 
this  conflidt  of  feelings,  the  mind 
rifes  from  paffive  to  adtive  energy 4 
It  is  ruufed  to  intenfe  fenfation and 
it  enjoys  that  peculiar,  exquifite^ 
and  complex  feeling,  in  which,  as 
in  many  articles  of  our  table,  the 
acid  and  the  fweet,  the  pleafurable 
and  painful  pungencies  are  fo  hap¬ 
pily  mixed  together,  as  to  render 
the  united  fenfationamazingly  niorO 
firong  and  delightful. 

44  We  have  not  yet  mentioned 
the  principle  of  curiolity,  that  bufy 
and  adtive  power,  which  appears  fo 
early,  continues  almofi:  unimpaired 
fo  long,  and  to  which*  for  the  wifeft 
ends,  is  annexed  fo  great  a  fenfe  of 
enjoyment.  To  this  principle,  ra¬ 
ther  than  to  a  love  of  cruelty, 
would  I  afcribe  that  pleafure,  which 
children  fometimes  fecm  to  feel 
from  torturing  flies  and  leffer  ani¬ 
mals.  They  have  not  yet  formed 
an  idea  of  the  pain  they  inflidh 
It  is,  indeed,  of  unfpeakable  confer 
q uence,  that  this  practice  be  check¬ 
ed  as  foon  and  as  effectually  as  pof* 
fible,  becaufe  it  is  fo  important, 
that  thtev  learn  to  conned!  the  idea*? 
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of  pleafure  and  pain,  with  fehe  men¬ 
tions  and  adlions  of  the  animal  cre¬ 
ation.  And,  to. this  principle  mac 
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we  alfo  refer,  no  fmall  fhare  of  that 
pleafure  in  the  contemplation  of 
diflrefsful  fcenes,  the  fprings  of 
which,  in  the  human  heart,  we  are 
now  endeavouring'  to  open. 

“  Tocuriolity,  then — tofympa- 
thy — to  mental  exertion — to  the 
idea  of  our  own  fecurity — and  to 
the  ftcong  feeling's  occa honed  by 
viewing  the  adlions  and  palhons  of 
mankind  in  interefting:fituations,  do 
we  afcribe  that  gratification,  which 
the  mind  feels  from  the  furvey  ot 
many  fcenes  of  borrow.  We  have 
called  it  a  pleafure  ;  but  it  will  ap¬ 
proach  towards,  or  recede  from  plea- 
fure,  according  to"  the  nature  and 
proportion  of  the  ingredients,  of 
which  the  fenfation  is  compofed. 
In  fome  cafes,  pain  will  predomi¬ 


nate.  In  others,  there  will  be  ex- 
quilite  enjoyment. 

u  The  final  c-aufe  of  this  confli- 
tution  of  the  human  mind  is  pro¬ 
bably,  that  by  means  of  this  ftrong 
fenfation,  the  foul  may  be  preferv- 
ed  in  continual  and  vigorous  mo- 
tion — -that  its  feelings  may  be  kept 
lively  and  tender — that  it  may  learn, 
to  p radii l’e  the  virtues  it  admires — 
and  to  alhil:  thofe  to  whom  its  fym- 
pathy  can  reach — and  that  it  may 
thus  be  led,  by  thefe  focial  exer 
cifes  of  the  heart,  to  foften  with 
compallion — to  expand  with  bene¬ 
volence — and  generoufly  to  alibi  in 
every  cafe,-  in|  which  affiftance  can 
be  given.  An  end  this  fufficient, 

— —  “  To  affert  eternal  Providence, 

And  jxiftify  the  ways  of  God  to  man.** 


ON  C  O  M  E  D  Ye 

[  From  Heron’s  Letters  of  Literature.  ] 


\/T  ^  ^  ^  opinion  of  the  co- 
J  medy  of  Le  Mechant  I 
heartily  lubferibe  to,  though  Mr. 
Gray  has  pronounced  it  the  bell  co¬ 
medy  he  ever  read.  It  is  perfectly 
in  the  ftyle  of  the  French  tragedy, 
inactive,  and  declamatory.  Yet  I 
do  not  wonder  at  Mr.  Gray’s  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  of  it,  when  he  ad¬ 
mired  the  filly  declamation  of  Ra¬ 
cine  fo  much  as  to  begin  a  tragedy 
in  his  very  manner ;  Which  how¬ 
ever  he  was  fo  fortunate  as  not  to 
<• 

go  through  with. 

“  Our  llage,  thank  heaven,  refufes 
the  infipidity  of  the  French  drama; 
and  requires  an  adlion,  a  bufinefs,  a 
vigour,  to  which  the  run  of  Ge- 
rontes.and  Damons,  which  all  their 
comedies  are  fluffed  with,  are  mere 
itrarigers.  Moliere,  in  attempting 
to  introduce  laughter  into  the  F rench 
comedy,  has  blundered  upon  mere 
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farce  ;  for  it  is  the  character  of  that 
nation  always  to  be  in  extremes. 
In  fhort,  if  we  except  Fontaine,  I 
know  of  no  writer  in  the  French 
language  who  has  real  claim  to  po¬ 
etical  merit.  Their  language  is  not 
the  language  of  verfe  ;  nor  are 
their  thoughts,  or  their  cofluinej 
thofe  of  poetry.  Fontaine  ufes  their 
language  familiarly,  in  which  way 
only  it  can  be  ufed  to  advantage. 
His  thoughts  are  likewife  in  the 
ftyle  of  mere  familiar  humour.  Co¬ 
mic  tales  may  be  well  written  in 
French,  but  nothing  elfe.  Their 
profe  writers,  I  readily, allow, yield 
to  none  in  the  world;  but  of  their 
poetry  the  bon  mot  faid  by  one  of 
themlelves  to  Voltaire,  which  was, 
Les  Francois  n’ont  pas  la  tete  e- 
pique,  may  be  with  great  juflice  en¬ 
larged  thus,  Les  Francois  n’ont  pas 
la  tete  poetique. 


“  In 
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tl  In  Englifh  comedy  Congreve, 
I  believe,  Hands  without  a  rival. 
His  plots  have  great  depth  and  art ; 
perhaps  too  much  :  his  characters 
are  new  and  ftrong  :  his  wit  genu- 
ine  ,*  and  lb  exuberant,  that  it  has 
been  alledged  as  his  only  fault,  that 
lie  makes  all  his  characters  inherit 
his  own  wit.  Yet  this  fault  will 
not  be  imputed  by  adepts,  who 
know  that  the  dialogue  of  our  co¬ 
medy  cannot  poftibly  be  too  fpiritcd 
and  epigrammatic,  for  it  requires 
language  as  well  as  characters 
ftronger  than  nature. 

“  Shakfpeare  excels  in  the  ftrength 
of  his  characters  and  in  wit ;  but 
as  plot  mu  ft  be  regarded  as  an  ef- 
fentiai  of  good  comedy,  he  muftnot 
be  erected  as  a  model  in  the  comic 
academy  ;  a  lofs  fufficiently  com- 
pen  fitted  by  the  reflebtion,  that  it 
were  vain  to  place  him  as  a  model 
whofe  beauties  tranfeend  all  imita¬ 
tion. 

“  Tragedy  and  comedy  both 
ought  certainly  to  approach  as  near 
the  truth  of  life  as  poftible  ;  info- 
much  that  we  may  imagine  we  are 
placed  with  Le  Diabl'e  Boiteux  on 
the  roof  of  the  houfe,  and  per¬ 
ceive  what  paftes  within.  This  rule 
in  traced v  cannot  be  too  ftriCtly  ob- 
ferved,  though  it  has  efcaped  al- 
moft  every  writer  of  modern  tra- 
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gedy ;  the  characters  of  which  Ipeak 
ftmiles,  bomba  ft,  and  every  thing 
except  the  language  of  real  life  ; 
lb  that  we  atre  eternally  tempted  to 
exclaim,  as  Falftaff  does  to  Piftol, 
a  Pr’ythee  fpeak  like  a  man  of  this 
world.”  . 

••  u  In  comedy  this  rule  ought  by 
no  means  to  be  adhered  to  ;  as  infi- 
pidity  is  the  worft  fault  writing  can 
have,  but  particularly  comedy  • 
whofe  chief  quality  it  is  to  be  poig¬ 
nant.  Now  poignancy-  cannot  be 
etfebted  without  ftrong  character  ; 
but  an  excellent  tragedy  may  be 
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written  without  a  ftrong  charabtef 
in  it,  witnefs  Douglas.  The  cha¬ 
racters  of  tragedy  therefore  cannot 
have  too  much  truth  :  but  thofe  of 
comedy  ought  to  refemble  the  paint¬ 
ed  feenes,  which,  if  examined  too 
nearly  j  are  mere  daubings  j  but  at 
a  proper  diftance  have  the  very 
truth  of  nature,  while  the  beauties 
of  more  delicate  paintings  would 
not  be  perceived. 

44  Sentimental  comedy,  as  it  is 
called,  though  of  late  birth  in  Eng- 
land,  is  yet  the  comedy  of  Menan¬ 
der  and  of  Terence*  Terence  is 
quite  full  of  fentiment,  and  of  a 
tendernefs  which  accompanies  it ; 
and  fo  barren  of  wit  and  humour, 
that  I  only  remember  two  pafTages 
in  his  lix  comedies  that  provoke  a 
fmile  ;  for  a  linile  is  all  they  can 
provoke.  The  one  is  that  feene 
which  paftes  after  the  eunuch  is 
fuppofed  to  have  ravifhed  a  young 
lady.  This  is  the  Only  proof  of 
the  humour  of  Terence  :  and  the 
only  fampie  of  his  wit  we  have  in 
the  reply  of  an  old  mifer  to  one 
who  he  expebted  brought  him  tid¬ 
ings  of  a  legacy,  but  who  inftead 
thereof  makes  very  gravely  a  mo¬ 
ral  obfervation  to  the  impatient  old 
man,  whopeevifftly  retorts, 46  What  l 
half  thou  brought  nothing  here  but 
one  maxim 

44  Sentimental  comedy  bore  a 
very  fhort  fway  in  England.  In¬ 
deed  it  was  incompatible  with  the 
humour  of  an  Englifh  audience, 
who  go  to  a  comedy  to  laugh,  and 
not  to  cry.  It  was  even  more  ab- 
furd,  it  may  be  added,  in  its  faults 
than  that  of  which  Congreve  is  the 
model  ;  for  fentiments  were  fpoken 
by  every  charabler  in  the  piece, 
whereas  one  fentimental  character 
was  furely  enough.  If  a  man  met 
with  his  miftrefs,  or  left  her  ;  if  he 
was  fuddenlv  favoured  by  fortune, 
or  fuddenly  the  object  of  her  ha- 
H  i  tred ; 
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tree! ;  if  he  was  drunk,  or  married  ; 
lie  fpoke  a  fentiment  :  if  a  lady  was 
angry,  or  pleafed  ;  in  love,  or  out 
of  it  ;  a  prude,  or  a  coquet ;  make 
room  for  a  fentiment !  If  a  fervant 
girl  was  chid,  or  received  a  prefent 
from  her  miitrels  ;  if  a  valet  re¬ 
ceived  a  purfe,  or  a  horfevvhipping  ; 
good  heavens,  what  a  fine  lenti- 
ment  ! 

u  This  fault  I  fay  was  infinitely 
more  abfurd  than  that  of  Congreve  ; 
for  a  peafant  may  blunder  on  wit, 
to  whofe  mind  fentiment  is  totally 
heterogeneous.  Beiides,  Congreve's 
wit  is  all  his  own  ;  whereas  molt  of 
the  faid  fentiments  may  be  found  in 
the  Proverbs  of  Solomon. 

“  No  wonder  then  this  way  of 
writing  was  foon  abandoned  even  by 
him  who  was  its  chief  leader. 
Goldfmith  in  vain  tried  to  item  the 
torrent  by  oppoiing  a  barrier  of  low 
humour,  and  dullnefs  and  abfur- 
dity,  more  dull  and  abfurd  than 
Englifh  fentimental  comedy  ill  elf. 

u  It  is  very  much  to  the  credit 
of  that  excellent  writer  Mr.  Col- 
man,  that,  while  other  dramatics 
were  loft  in  the  fafhion  of  fentiment, 
his  comedies  always  prefentthe  hap- 
pieft  mediums  of  nature  ;  without 
either  affect  at  ion  of  fentiment,  or 
affectation  of  wit.  That  the  able 
tranflatar  of  Terence  fhould  yet 
have  fuffieient  force  of  mind  to  keep 
his  own  pieces  clear  of  the  decla¬ 
matory  dulnefs  of  that  ancient,  is 
certainly  amatter  deferring  of  much 
applaufe.  The  Jealous  Wife,  and 
the  Clandelline  Marriage,  with  ci¬ 
thers  of  his  numerous  dramas,  may 
be  mentioned  as  the  moll  perfect 
models  of  comedy  we  have  :  to  all 
the  other  requifites  of  fine  comic 
writing  they  always  add  juff  as 
much  fentiment  and  wit  as  does 
them  good.  This  happy  medium 
is  the  moll  difficult  to  hit  in  all  com- 


pofition,  and  moft  declares  the  hand 
of  a  mafter. 

44  By  the  School  for  Scandal  the 
ffyle  of  Congreve  was  again  brought 
into  falldon ;  and  fentiment  made 
way  for  wit,  and  delicate  humour^ 
That  piece  has  indeed  the  beauties 
of  Congreve’s  comedies,  without 
their  faults  ;  its  plot  is  deeply  e- 
nough  perplexed,  without  forcing 
one  tb  labour  to  unravel  it ;  its  in¬ 
cidents  fuffieient,  without  being  too 
numerous  ;  its  wit  pure  ;  its  fitu- 
ations  truly  dramatic.  The  cha¬ 
racters  however  are  not  quite  fo 
ftronsg  as  Congreve’s;  which  may 
be  regarded  as  the  principal  fault  of 
this  excellent  piece.  Leffier  faults 
are  Charles’s  fometimes  blundering 
upon  fentiments  ;  nay  fometimes 
upon  what  are  the  word:  of  all  fen- 
tinientSy  fuch  as  are  of  dangerous' 
tendency,  as  when  Rowley  advifes 
him  to  pay  his-  debts,  before  he 
makes  a  very  liberal  prefent,  and 
ff>  to  act  as  an  honeft  man  ere  he 
acts  as  a  generous  one. 

44  Rowley.  Ah,  fir,  I  wifh  you 
would  remember  the  proverb - • 

44  Charles .  Be  juft  before  you  are 
generous. — Why  fo  I  would  if  I 
could,  but  juftice  is  an  old  lame 
hobbling  beldame,  and  I  can’t  get 
her  to  keep  pace  with  Generolity 
for  the  foul  of  me.” 

44  This  fentiment,  than  which, 
nothing  can  be  more  falle  and  im¬ 
moral,  is  always  received  by  thq 
filly  audience  with  loud  applauie,. 
whereas  no  reprobation  can  be  too 
fevere  for  it.  A  lefter  blemifh  lies 
in  the  verfes  tagged  to  the  end  of 
the  play,  in  which  one  of  the  cha¬ 
racters  addrefles  the- audience.  The 
verfes  are  an  abfurdity,  the  addrefs 
a-ftill  greater;  for  the  audience  is 
by  no  good  actor  fuppofed.  to  be 
prefent  :  and  any  circum  (lance  that 
contributes  to  deftrov  the  apparent 
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r-eality  of  theatrical  reprefentation, 
cannot  meet  with  toofharp  cenfure. 
But  it  gives  me  pain  to  remark  any 
faults  in  a  piece  that  in  general  fo 
well  merits  the  applaufe  it  conftant- 
ly  receives.  I  fhad  only  obferve 
that  the  fentiment  put  into  Charles’s 
mouth  in  the  lad  lcene,  though  not 
liable  to  the  objections  brought  a- 
gaind  the  former,  is  yet  incompa¬ 
tible  with  the  char  after,  which  is 
fet  in  dronged  oppodtion  to  the 
fentimental  one  of  Joleph.  The 
words  I  mean  are,  u  If  I  don’t  ap¬ 
pear  mortified  at  the  expofure  of 
my  follies,  it  is  becaufe  I  feel  at 
•this  moment  the  warm  eft  fatisfac- 
tion  at  feeing  you  my  liberal  bene¬ 
factor.” 

44  It  may  be  obferved  that  every 
•thing  like  a  fentiment  is  fure  to  meet 


with  applaufe  oh  our  theatre  ;  which 
the  aCtors  well  exprefs  by  calling 
lentiments  clap-traps.  This  trick 
of  fecuring  applaule  by  lentiments 
lately  proved  the  falvation  of  the 
very  word  tragedy  that  ever  ap¬ 
peared  on  any  liage  :  for  the  audi¬ 
ence  had  fo  much  applauded  the 
two  fird  afts,  from  the  number  of 
thofe  dap- traps,  that  they  were  a- 
fhamed  to  retract,  fo  that  the  piece 
took  a  little  run  very  quietly,  to 
the  difgrace  of  our  tafte,  it  being- 
one  of  thofe  very  farragos  of  11011- 
fetife  that  the  Rchearfal  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  expofe  to  due  fcorn  :  and 
had  it  been  fabricated  before  the 
sera  of  that  witty  performance,  it 
would  certainly  have  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  being  placed  in  the  lirffc 
flielf  of  abfurdity.” 


DISCUSSION  of  the  QUESTION,  44  In  what  Quality  does  the  uni- 
verfal  and  perpetual  Excellence  of  Writing  confid  ?” 

[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 


?4  T^ERHAPS  no  queflion  of 
criticifm  may  afford  room  for* 
more  curious  invedigation  than  this : 
44  In  what  quality  does  the  perpe¬ 
tual  and  uni  verfal  excellence  of 
•w  riting  coniift  ?  ”  or,  in  other  words, 
44  What  property  of  compolition  is 
certain  to  procure  it  the  claffic  and 
legitimate  admiration  of  all  ages  and 
countries.” 

44  To  decide  on  this  point  it  is 
certainly  the  fu red  method  to  judge 
of  the  future  by  the  pad,  and  to 
pronounce  that  the  fame  perfections 
.which  have  fecured  to  an  author  of 
three  thoufand  years  Handing  his 
due  applaufe,  will  mod  infallibly 
effeCt  the  fame  end  to  a  modern  wri¬ 
ter. 

44  A  poet  of  fine  talents,  but  of 
far  fuperioT  tade,  has  pronounced 


wifdom  or  good  fenfe  to  be  the  very 
fountain  of  perfeCt  compolition. 

Scribendi  redte  fapere  eft  et  principium 
et  fons.  Hok. 

And  this  maxim  will  be  found  to 
hold  true  in  every  fpecies  of  writ¬ 
ing  whatever.  Good  fenfe  may  be 
called  the  fait  that  preferves  the 
other  qualities  of  writing' from  cor¬ 
ruption.  This  property  is  alike  re¬ 
quired  in  every  branch  of  the  belles 
lettres ;  but  there  are  others  which 
may  be  confidered  as  confined  to 
one  particular  path  of  writing. 

44  Such  is  imaginary  invention, 
with  relpeCt  to  poetry  :  I  fay,  Ima¬ 
ginary  invention,  to  didmguifli  it 
here  from  that  fcieminc  invention 
which  belongs  to  the  judgment. 
This  invention,  as  the  parent  of  no- 
//  3  ,  velty, 
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velty,  is  the  fuperlative  qualifica¬ 
tion  of  poetry,  and  nothing-  can 
contribute  more  to  procure  it  per¬ 
manent  admiration.  Yet  invention 
itfelf  is  inferior  to  ftrongfenfe  even 
in  poetry  ;  for  there  are  poems  in 
which  the  invention  is  rich,  yet 
difgufls  by  its  futility  ;  not  being 
conducted  by  that  acer  animi  <vis , 
that  keen  force  of  mind,  which  al¬ 
ways  accompanies  true  genius. 

44  If  good  fenfe  is  therefore  a 
praife  fuperior  to  invention  itlelf  in 
poetry,  we  may  with  great  fafety 
pronounce  it  one  of  the  very  firit 
qualities  that  enfures  applaufe  to 
compoiition. 

u  A  beautiful  work  of  genius 
may  be  aptly  compared  to  a  beau¬ 
tiful  woman.  Good  fenfe  may  be 
called  its  health,  without  which  it 
cannot  live,  charming  as  its  other 
powers  may  be.  Rut  though  a  wo¬ 
man  has  good  health,  it  does  not 
follow  that  file  is  fair  ;  nay  we  of¬ 
ten  applaud  a  morbidezza ,  or  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  lickly  delicacy,  as  an 
improver  of  female  beauty  ;  and  in 
this  the  comparifon  fails,  A  work, 
as  well  as  its  prefent  parallel,  mult 
have  the  bloom  and  the  features  of 
beauty,  with  grace  and  elegance  in 
its  motions,  to  attraft  admiration. 
The  bloom  and  fine  features,  the 
grace  and  elegance,  of  a  work  con- 
iift  in  its  ftyie ;  which  is  the  part 
that  is  molt  recommendatory  of  it, 
as  outward  beauty  and  grace  are  of 
a  woman  confidered  as  an  object  of 
fight. 

44  The  bloom  and  the  features  of 
compoiition  lie  in  the  verbage  and 
figures  of  its  ftyle ;  the  grace  in 
the  manner  and  movement  of  that 

ftyle. 


44  A  work,  immoral  and  unwife, 
has  yet  been  found  to  live  by  its 
fiyle,  in  fpite  of  thele  defeats.  Style 
is  therefore  a  quality  of  writing  e- 
qual,  if  not  fuperior,  to  good  fenfe  : 
for  the  latter  without  the  former 
will  by  no  means  preferve  a  work, 
though  the  reverie  of  the  rule  is 
true.  Indeed  a  fine  ilyle  is  com¬ 
monly  joined  with  good  fenfe  ;  both 
being  the  offspring  of  the  fame  lu¬ 
minous  mind, 

44  Can  a  work  live  long  which  is 
defective  in  ftyle  ?  Impoffible.  Ho¬ 
mer’s  ftyle  is  the  richeft  in  the  Greek 
language.  Style  has  preferred  He¬ 
rodotus  in  fpite  of  his  abfurdities, 
Every  ancient,  who  has  reached  us, 
has  an  eminent  ftyle  in  his  refpec- 
tive  walk  and  manner.  Style  has 
laved  all  the  Latin  writers,  who  are 
only  good  imitators  of  the  Greeks. 
Terence  is  only  the  tranflator  of 
Menander ;  Sailuft  an  imitator  of 
Thucydides  ;  Horace  is  an  imitator 
and  almoft  a  tranflator  in  all  his 
odes,  as  we  may  boldly  pronounce 
on  comparing  them  with  Inch  very 
minute  fragments  of  Grecian  lyric 

O  _  J 

poetry  as  have  reached  us.  Yet  it 
was  he  who  exclaimed 

O  imicatores  fervum  pecus ! 

Style  has  faved  Virgil  entirely,  who 
has  not  the  moft  diftant  pretence  to 
any  other  attribute  of  a  poet.  - 

44  Good  fenfe  I  have  called  the 
health  of  a  work,  without  which  it 
cannot  live  •  but  a  work  may  live 
without  much  applaufe :  and  the 
find  quality  of  writing  that  attracts 
univerfal  and  permanent  fame  was 
the  fubjebt  of  the  prefent  difeuf- 
fion.  This  we  have  found  to  be 
ftyle,” 
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£  From  Mr.  Warton’s  Edition  of  Milton’s  Poems  on  feveral 

Occafions.  ] 


44  aut1nor  is  faid  to  be  the 

firft:  Englifhman,  who,  after 
the  reftoration  of  letters,  wrote  La¬ 
tin  verfes  with  claffic  elegance.  But 
we  mull  at  leal!  except  fome  of  the 
hendecafyllables  and  epigrams  of 
Leland,  one  of  our  firft  literary  re¬ 
formers,  from  this  hafty  determi¬ 
nation. 

44  In  the  Elegies,  Ovid  was  pro- 
feffedly  Milton’s  model  for  language 
and  verfification.  They  are  not, 
however,  a  perpetual  and  uniform 
tifiue  of  Ovidian  phrafeology.  With 
Ovid  in  view,  he  has  an  original 
manner  and  character  of  his  own, 
which  exhibit  a  remarkable  perlpi- 
cuity  of  contexture,  a  native  faci¬ 
lity  and  fluency.  Nor  does  his  ob- 
fervation  of  Roman  models  opprefs 
or  deftroy  our  great  poet’s  inherent 
powers  of  invention  and  fentiment. 
I  value  thefe  pieces  as  much  for 
their  fancy  and  genius,  as  for  their 
ftyle  and  exprelfion. 

44  That  Ovid  among  the  Latin 
poets  was  Milton’s  favourite,  ap¬ 
pears  not  only  from  his  elegiac  but 
his  hexametric  poetry.  The  verfi¬ 
fication  of  our  author’s  hexameters 
has  yet  a  different  ftruifture  from 
that  of  the  Metamorphofes  :  Mil- 
ton’s  is  more  clear,  intelligible,  and 
flowing;  lefs  defultory,  lei's  fami¬ 
liar,  and  lefs  embarrafled  with  a 
frequent  recurrence  of  periods. 
Ovid  is  at  once  rapid  and  abrupt. 
He  wants  dignity  :  he  has  too  much 
converfation  in  his  manner  of  tell¬ 
ing  a  ftory.  Prolixity  of  paragraph, 
and  length  of  fentence,  are  peculiar 
to  Milton.  This  is  feen,  not  only 
in  fome  of  his  exordial  invocations 
m  the  Paradiie  Loft,  and  in  many 


of  the  religious  addrefies  of  a  like 
caft  in  the  profe-works,  but  in  his 
long  verfe.  It  is  to  be  wifhed  that 
in  his  Latin  compofttions  of  all 
forts,  he  had  been  more  attentive 
to  the  iimplicity  of  Lucretius,  Vir¬ 
gil,  and  Tibullus. 

44  Dr.  Johnfon  prefers  the  Latin 
poetry  of  May  and  Cowley  to  that 
of  Milton,  and  thinks  May  to  be 
the  firft  of  the  three.  May  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  fonorous  dacftylift,  and  was 
fuificiently  accomplilhed  in  poetical 
declamation  for  the  continuation  of 
Lucan’s  Pharfalia.  But  May  is 
fcarcely  an  author  in  point.  Fils 
Ikill  is  in  parody  ;  and  he  was  con* 
fined  to  the  peculiarities  of  an  ar¬ 
chetype,  which,  it  may  be  pre¬ 
fumed,  he  thought  excellent.  As 
to  Cowley,  when  compared  with 
Milton,  the  fame  critic  oblerves, 
44  Milton  is  generally  content  to 
exprefs  the  thoughts  of  the  ancients 
in  their  language  :  Cowley,  with¬ 
out  much  lots  of  purity  or  elegance, 
accommodates  the  didtion  of  Rome 
to  his  own  conceptions.  The  ad¬ 
vantage  feems  to  lie  on  the  fide  of 
Cowley.”  But  what  are  thefe  con¬ 
ceptions  ?  Mctaphylical  conqeits, 
all  the  unnatural  extravagancies  of 
his  Englifti  poetry ;  fuch  as  will 
not  bear  to  be  clothed  in  the  Latin 
language,  much  lefs  are  capable  of 
admitting  any  degree  of  pure  La* 
tinity.  I  will  give  a  fewinftances, 
out  of  a  great  multitude,  from  the 
Davideis. 

Hie  fociatorum  faers  conftelhtio  vatum, 

Quos  feiix  virtus  evexit  ad,  sethera,  nu- 
hes 

I ai xu rise  fupra,.  tempeftatdque  laborijm. 

Again, 

H  4 


Tempons 
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Temporis  ingreditur  penetralia  celfa  fu- 
turi, 

ImplumcfquQ  videt  nidis  cafieftibus  an- 
nos. 

And,  to  be  fhort,  we  have  the  pluf- 
quam  <vijus  aquilinus  of  lovers,  Na- 
fio  merborum ,  Kxuit  no  it  am  aeriain > 
Menti  auditur  fymphonia  dulcis ,  Na¬ 
tures'  archiva,  Omnes  fymtnetria  fen-’ 
fits  conger  it,  Condiit  aromatic  a  prohi - 
betque putrefeere  laude .  Again,  where 
Ali  quia  is  perfonified,  Mono  gramma 
exordia  mundi, 

“  It  may  be  faid,  that  Cowley  is 
here  tfanflating  from  his  own  Eng- 
lifh  Davideis.  But  I  will  bring  ex¬ 
amples  from  his  original  Latin  po¬ 
ems.  In  praife  of  the  fpring. 

Et  reforiet  toto  mufica  verna  libro  ; 
Undone  laudis  odor  dulcifiimus  halet, 

&LC. 

9 

And  in  the  fame  poem,  in  a  party 
worthy  of  the  pa  ft  oral  pencil  of  W  at- 

tea  if. 

Hauferunt  avide  Chocolatam  Flora  Ve- 
nufque, 

Pr  the  Fraxinella. 

Tji  tres  metropoles  liumani  corporis,  ar- 
rnis 

Prop’ugnas,  uterum,  cor,  cerebrum- 
que,  tuis. 

He  calls  the  Lychnis,  Candelabrum 
ingens .  Cupid  is  Arbiter  formes  cri¬ 
tic  u's.  Ovid  is  Antiquarius  ingens * 
An  ill  fmell  is  fhimned,  Of  ad  us  fe¬ 
rric  it  ate  ful.  And  in  the  Line  page, 
IS  nu gat  aria  peftis • 

A  But  all  his  faults  are  confpi- 
cuoufly  and  collectively  exemplified 
in  thefe  ilgnzas,  among  others,  of 
his  Hymn  on  Light,  ‘  -  ' 

•  i  i. 

pnlchra  de  nigro  foboles  parente, 

Quam  Chans  fertui  peperifle  pi  imam, 
Cujiis  ob  fprmam  fierre  rifit  olim 
Mafia  fever  a ! 

Rifus  O  terras  facet  et  polorum, 

Aureus  vere  pluvius  Tonantis,  ■ 
thpeque  de  caelo  flu's  ir.quietQ 
Gloria  riyo  ! — 

4,  /'  ■  ♦ 


Te  bibens  arcus  Jovis  ebriofus 
Mille  formofos  revomit  colores, 

Pave  cceleftis,  variamque’pafcit 
Lumine  caudam. 

And  afterwards,  of  the  waves  of  the$ 
fea,  perpetually  in  motion. 

Lucidum  trudis  properanter  agmen  : 

Scd  refifiqhtum  fuper  ora  rerum 
Lerdter  ftagnas,  liquidoque  inundas- 
Cundla  colore  : 

At  mare  immenlum  oceanufque  Lucis 
Jugiter  cafio  fluit  empyraso  ; 

Line  inexhaufto  per  utrumque  mundum 
Funditur  ore. 

a  Milton’s  Latin  poems  may  be 
jufily  confidered  as  legitimate  claf- 
final  compofitions,  and  are  never 
difgraced  with  fuch  language  and 
Ifi ch  imagery.  Cowley’s  Latinity, 
dictated  by  an  irregular  and  unre- 
flrained  imagination,  prefents  a 
mode  of  diction  half  Latin  and  half 
Englifti.  It  is  not  fo  much  that 
Cowley  wanted  a  knowledge  of  the 
Latin  flyle,  but  that  he  fuffered 
that  knowledge  to  be  perverted  and 
corrupted  by  falfe  and  extravagant N 
thoughts.  Milton  was  a  more  per¬ 
fect  fcholar  than  Cowley,  and  his 
mind  was  more  deeply  tinctured 
with  the  excellencies  of  ancient  li¬ 
terature.  He  was  a  more  juft  think¬ 
er,  and  therefore  a  more  juft  writer. 
In  a  word,  he  had  more  tafte,  and 
more  true  poetry,  and  confequently 
more  propriety.  If  a  fondnefs  for 
the  Italian  writers  has  fometimes  in¬ 
fected  his  Englifh  poetry  with  falfe 
ornaments,  his  Latin  verfes,  both 
in  didiion'  and,  fentiment,  at  leaf!  are 
free  from  thofe  depravations. 

44  Some  of  Milton’s  Latin  poems 
were  written  in  his  fir  If  year  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  when  he  was  only  feven- 
teen  :  they  muff  be  allowed  to  be 
very  correct:  and  manly  perform¬ 
ances  for  a  youth  of  that  age.  And 
confidered  in  that  view,  they  difeo- 
ver  an  extraordinary  copioufnefs  and 
command  of  ancient  fable  and  hi- 
'  ■  ftory » 


Whence  MILTON  drew  fume  HINTS  for  his  COMUS.  f  i  a  i  j 

•  \ 

ftory.  I  cannot  but  add,  that  Gray  were  both  ftrongly  attached  to  the 
refembles  Milton  in  many  inftances.  cultivation  of  Latin  peetry.” 
Among  others,  in  their  youth  they 


Whence  MILTON  drew  fome  HINTS  for  his  COMUS. 

[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 


44  T  N  Fletcher’s  Faithful  Shep- 
J.  herdefs,  an  Arcadian  comedy 
recently  publifhed,  Milton  found 
many  touches  of  paftoral  and  fu- 
perftitious  imagery,  congenial  with 
his  own  conceptions.  Many  of 
thefe,  yet  with  the  higheft  improve¬ 
ments,  he  has  transferred  into  Co- 
mus  ;  together  with  the  general  call 
and  colouring  of  the  piece.  He 
catched  alfo  from  the  lyric  rhymes 
of  Fletcher,  that  Dorique  delicacy, 
with  which  fir  Henry  Wootton  was 
l'o  much  delighted  in  the  fongs  of 
Milton’s  drama.  Fletcher’s  come¬ 
dy  was  coldly  received  the  fir  ft  night 
of  its  performance.  'But  it  had  am¬ 
ple  revenge  in  this  conlpicuous  and 
indifputable  mark  of  Milton’s  ap¬ 
probation.  It  was  afterwards  re- 
prefented  as  a  mafk  at  court,  before 
the  king  and  queen  on  twelfth- 
night,  in  1633.  I  know  not,  in¬ 
deed,  if  this  was  any  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  Milton  ;  who  in  the  Para- 
dife  Loft  fpeaks  contemptuoully  of 
thefe  interludes,  which  were  among 
the  chief  diverlions  of  an  elegant 
and  liberal  monarch.  B.  iv.  767. 

- Court  amours, 

MixM  dance,  and  wanton  mafk,  or 
midnight-ball,  &c. 

I  believe  the  whole  compliment  was 
paid  to  the  genius  of  Fletcher.  Yet 
it  fhould  be  remembered  that  Mil- 
ton  had  not  yet  completed  his  ca¬ 
reer  of  puritanifm.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  is  true  that  Milton,  as  an 
author,  gave  countenance  to  this 


fpecies  of  entertainment.  But 
Charles’s  malks  did  not,  like  Co- 
mus,  abound  with  Platonic  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  doctrine  of  cha- 
ftity. 

“  The  ingenious  and  accurate 
Mr.  Reed  has  pointed  out  a  rude 
outline,  from  which  Milton  feems 
partly  to  have  fketched  the  plan  of 
the  fabln  of  Comus.  See  Biograph. 
Dramat.  ii.  p.  441.  It  is  an  old 
play,  with  this  title,  “  The  Old 
Wives  Tale,  a  pleafant  conceited 
Comedie,  plaied  by  the  Queenes 
Maiefties  players.  Written  by  G. 
P.  [i.  e.  George  Peele.]  Printed 
at  London  by  John  Danter,  and  are 
to  be  fold  by  Ralph  Hancock  and 
John  Hardie,  1595.”  In  quarto. 
This  very  fcarce  and  curious  piece 
exhibits,  among  other  parallel  in¬ 
cidents,  two  brothers  wandering  in 
queft  of  their  lifter,  whom  an  en¬ 
chanter  had  imprifoned.  This  ma¬ 
gician  had  learned  his  art  from  his 
mother  Meroe,  as  Comus  had  been 
inllrudled  by  his  mother  Circe.  The 
brothers  call  out  on  the  lady’s 
name,  and  Echo  replies.  The  en¬ 
chanter  had  given  her  a  potion 
which  fufpends  the  powers  of  rea- 
fon,  and  fuperinduces  oblivion  of 
herfelf.  The  brothers  afterwards 
meet  with  an  old  man  who  is  alfo 
Ikilled  in  magic  ;  and  by  liftening 
to  his  foothfayings,  they  recover 
their  loft  lifter;  but  not  till  the 
enchanter’s  wreath  had  been  torn 
from  his  head,  his  fvvord  wrefted 
from  his  hand,  a  glafs  broken,  and 

a  light 
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a  lisrht  extinaniifhed.  The  names 
of  fome  of  the  characters,  as  Sac- 
rapant,  Chorebus,  and  others,  are 
taken  from  the  Orlando  Furiofo. 
The  hidory  of  Meroe,  a  witch, 
may  be  feen  in  44  The  xi  Bookes  of 
the  Golden  Affe,  containing'  the 
Metamorphofie  of  Lucius  Apuleius 
interlaced  with  fundrie  pieafant  and 
dele&able  tales,  &c.  Tranflated  out 
of  Latin  into  jEnglifh  by  William 
Adlington,  Load.  1 566*”  See 
Chap,  iii.  44  How  Socrates  in  his 
returne  from  Macedony  to  L  arid  a 
was  fpoyled  and  robbed,  and  how 
he  fell  acquainted  with  one  Meroe 
a  witch,”  And  Chap.  iv.  44  How 
Ale  roc  the  witch  turned  diuers  per¬ 
sons  into  miferable  beads.”  Of  this 
book  there  were  other  editions,  in 
1571,  1596,  1600,  and  1639.  All 
in  quarto  and  the  black  letter.  The 
tranilator  was  of  Univerfity  Col¬ 
lege.  See  alfo  Apuleius  in  the  ori¬ 
ginal.  A  Meroe  is  mentioned  by 
Aufonius,  Epigr.  xix.  I  referve  a 
snore  didindt  and  particular  view  of 
Peek’s  play,  with  the  ufe  of  which 
I  have  been  politely  favoured  by 
Mr.  Henderfon  of  Covent-garden 
theatre,  for  an  appendix  to  the 
notes  on  Comus.  That  Milton  had 
hits  eye  on  this  ancient  drama,  which 
might  have  been  the  favourite  of 
his  early  youth,  perhaps  it  may  be 
at  lead  affirmed'  with  as  much  cre¬ 
dibility,  as  that  he  conceived  the 
Paradife  Lod,  from  feeing  a  Myf- 
tery  at  Florence,  written  by  An¬ 
drei  ni,  a  Florentine,  in  1617,  en¬ 
titled  Adamo. 


44  In  the  mean  time  it  mud  be 
confefled,  that  Milton’s  magician 
Comus,  with  his  cup  and  wand,  is 
ultimately  founded  on  the  fable  of 

j 

Circe.  The  effects  of  both  charac¬ 
ters  are  much  the  fame.  They  are 
both  to  be  oppofed  at  fil'd.  with  force 
and  violence.  Circe  is  fubdiied  by 
the  virtues  of  the  herb  moly,  which 
Mercury  gives  to  Ulyffies,  and  Co¬ 
mus  by  the  plant  haemony,  which 
the  Spirit  gives  to  the  two  brothers. 
About  the  year  1615,  a  mafque 
called  the  Inner  Temple  Mafque, 
written  by  William  Browne,  au¬ 
thor  of  Britannia’s  Paftorals,  which 
I  have  frequently  cited,  was  pre- 
fented  by  the  dudents  of  the  Inner 
Temple.  It  has  been  lately  print¬ 
ed  from  a  manufeript  in  the  library 
of  Emanuel  College  :  but  I  have 
been  informed,  that  a  tew  copies 
were  printed  foon  after  the  p  refen  - 
tation.  It  is  formed  on  the  dory  of 
Circe,  and  perhaps  might  havcfug- 
gefted  fome  few  hints  to  Milton.  I 
will  give  fome  proofs  of  parallelifm 
as  we  go  along. 

44  The  genius  of  the  bed  poets 
is  often  determined,  if  not  directed, 
by  circumftances  and  accident.  It 
is  natural,  that  even  fo  original  a 
writer  as  Milton  fhould  have  been 
biaffed  by  the  reigning  poetry  of 
the  day,  by  the  competition  mod 
in  faffiion,  and  by  fubje&s  recent¬ 
ly  brought  forward,  but  foon  giv¬ 
ing  way  to  others,  and  almod  as 
foon  totally  neglected  and  forgot¬ 
ten.” 


CHARAC- 
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CHARACTE  R  of  C  O  M  U  S. 
[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 


44  ’TXT"®'  mud  not  read  Comu s 
V  V  Vv  Eh  an  eye  to  the  ftage, 
or  with  the  expectation  of  dramatic 
poetry.  Under  this  reftridtion,  the 
abfuidity  cf  the  Spirit  fpeaking  to 
an  audierce  in  a  folitary  fore  ft  at 
midnight,  and  the  want  of  recipro¬ 
cation  in  the  dialogue,  are  over¬ 
looked.  Comus  is  afuiteof  fpeeches, 
not  interefting  by  difcrimination  of 
charaCier  ;  not  conveying  a  variety 
of  incidents,  nor  gradually  excit¬ 
ing  curio  fity  :  but  perpetually  at¬ 
tracting  attention  by  fublime  fenti- 
ment,  by  fanciful  imagery  of  the 
rich  eft  vein,  by  an  exuberance  of 
picTurefque  defcription,  poetical  al- 
lulicn,  and  ornamental  expreftion. 
While  it  widely  departs  from  the 
gro  efque  anomalies  of  the  mafk 

nc  w  in  fafhion,  it  does  not  nearly 
'  m  * 

aj  proach  to  the  natural  conititu- 
t:on  of  a  regular  play.  There  is  a 
chaftity  in  the  application  and  con¬ 
duct  of  the  machinery  :  and  Sabri- 

j 

na  is  introduced  with  much  addrefs, 
after  the  brothers  had  imprudently 
buffered  the  inchantment  of  Comus 
to  take  efteCt.  This  is  the  find  time 
the  old  Englifh  mafk  was  in  fome 
degree  reduced  to  the  principles  and 
form  of  rational  competition.  A 
great  critic  obferves,  that  the  dilk 
pute  between  the  lady  and  Comus 
is  the  moft  animated  and  affedting 
fcene  of  the  piece.  Perhaps  fome 
other  fcenes,  either  confiding  only 
of  a  foliloquy,  or  of  three  or  four 
fpeeches  only,  have  afforded  more 
true  plcafure.  The  adtion  is  laid 
to  be  improbable  ;  becaufethe  bro¬ 
thers,  when  their  filler  links  with 
fatigue  in  a  pathlefs  wildernefs, 
Warmer  both  away  together  in  learch 


of  berries,  too  far  to  find  their  way 
back,  and  leave  a  helplefs  lady  to 
all  the  fadnefs  and  danger  of  foli- 
tude.  But  here  is  no  defertion,  or 
negledl  of  the  lady.  The  brothers 
leave  their  lifter  under  a  fpreading 
pine  in  the  foreft,  fainting  for  re- 
frefhment :  they  go  to  procure  ber¬ 
ries  or  fome  other  fruit  for  her  im¬ 
mediate  relief,  and,  with  great  pro¬ 
bability,  lofe  their  way  in  going  or 
returning.  To  fay  nothing  of  the 
poet’s  art,  in  making  this  very  na¬ 
tural  and  ftmple  accident  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  diftrefs,  which  forms 
the  future  bufinefs  and  complica¬ 
tion  of  the  fable.  It  is  certainly  a 
fault,  that  the  brothers,  although 
with  fome  indications  of  anxiety, 
fhould  enter  with  fo  much  tranquil¬ 
lity,  when  their  filter  is  loft,  and 
at  leifure  pronounce  philofophical 
panegyrics  on  the  myfteries  of  vir¬ 
ginity.  But  we  muft  not  too  feru- 
puloully  attend  to  the  exigencies  of 
fituation,  nor  fuffer  ourfelves  to  fup- 
pofe  that  we  are  reading  a  play, 
which  Milton  did  not  mean  to  write. 
Thefefplcndid  infertions  willpleafe, 
independently  of  the  ftory,  from 
which  however  they  refult ;  and 
their  elegance  and  fublimity  will 
overbalance  their  want  of  place.  In 
a  Greek  tragedy,  fuch  fentimentai 
harangues,  arifingfrom  the  fubjedt, 
would  have  been  given  to  a  chorus. 

u  On  the  whole,  whether  Co¬ 
mus,  be  or  be  not,  deficient  as  a 
drama,  whether  it  is  confidered  as 
an  epic  drama,  a  feries  of  lines,  a 
mafk,  or  a  poem,  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  our  author  is  here  only  inferior 
to  his  own  Puradife  Loft.” 


GENERAL 


/ 
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OENERAL  CHARACTER  of  the  POEMS  of  the  late  JOHN' 

SCOTT,  Efq. 


[  From  Mr.  Hoole’s  Life  of  that  Gentleman.  ] 


*(  H  E  greater  part  of  Scott’s 
1  Poems  are  turned  on  rural 
imagery,  in  which  it  will  be  found 
that  his  principal  merit  is  novelty 
in  defcription,  and  a  laudable  en¬ 
deavour  to  introduce  an  occaiional 
iimplicity  of  ilyle,  perhaps  too  much 
rejected  by  the  prefent  failidious 
readers  of  poetry.  He  was  cer¬ 
tainly  no  fervile  copy  ill  of  the 
thoughts  of  others  :  for  living  in 
the  country,  and  being  a  clofe  and 
accurate  observer,  he  painted  what 
he  faw,  though  he  mull  unavoid¬ 
ably  fometimes  fall  on  ideas  and 
expreffions  common  to  all  padoral 
writers.  He  cultivated  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  natural  hiffory  and  botany, 
which  enabled  him  to  prefer ve  the 
truth  of  nature  with  many  discri¬ 
minating  touches,  perhaps  not  ex¬ 
celled  by  any  deferiptive  poet  iince 
the  days  of  Thomfon. 

Having  already  noticed  the 
Four  Elegies,  the  Elegy  of  1768, 
and  the  poem  of  Amwelf,  it  remains 
to  take  a  general  view  of  the  othec 
pieces  that* compofe  the  volume. 

44  Of  thefe  the  Amoebaean  E- 
clogues  feem  to  me  the  lead  happy 
of  Mr.  Scott’s  productions  ;  for  in 
his  attempt  at  novelty,  he  has  ad  - 
mit ted  fuch  names  and  circ.umffan- 
ces,  as,  in  my  opinion,  no  verlifi- 
yapon,  however  harmonious,  can 
make  poetical :  thefe  lines  may,  in 
feme  mcafure,  drew  the  force  of  my 
objections. 

Old  oaken  flubs  tough  Saplings  there  a- 
horn, 

*  here  hedge-royv  plafhes  yield  the  knotty 
thorn ; 

The  twain  for  different  ufes  p  efe  avail. 
And  form  the  traveller’s  fluff,  the  thj'tfh- 
er’s.  flail, 

..V  * 

* 


Where  yon  brown  hazels  pendent  catkins 
bear. - — -  Eclog.  I. 

Bid  here  dark  peas  or  tangled  vetches 
fprta  r’, 

There  buckwheat's  white  flower  faintly 
ting’d  with  red, 

Bid  here  potatoes  deep  green  Hems  be  horn. 
And  yellow  cole  th’  enclofure  there  adorei. 

Eclog.  II. 

The  following  lines  are  eafy 
and  affecting. 

Eefide  his  gate,  beneath  the  lofty  tree. 
Old  Thyrfis’  weii  Known  feat  I  vacant  fee  ^ 
There,  while  his  prattling  offspring  round 
him  play’d, 

He  oft,  to  pleafe  them,  toys  of  ozie-rs  made  3 
That  feat  his  weight  ihaii  never  more  fuf- 
tain, 

That  offering  round  him  ne’er  fhail  fport 
again.  Eclog.  I. 

44  In  the  Oriental  Eclogues,  he 
has,  with  judgment,  made  life  off 
fuch  cireumftances  as  might  give 
them  an  air  of  local  truth.  This 
couplet  is  happily  inferted  in  all  14- 
fion  to  the  Eaftern  fable. 

Soft  as  the  night  bird’s  amorous  mafic 
flows. 

In  Zibet's  garden  when  hie  woos  the  rofe. 

Zerad. 

u  The  following  is  highly  po¬ 
etical. 


There  Third,  fell  demon,  haunts  the 
fill  try  air, 

And  his  wild  eye-balls  roll  with  horrid 
glare  r 


There  deadly  Sumiel  *,  finding  o’er  the 
land, 

Sweeps  his  red  wing,  and  whirls  the  burn¬ 
ing  land.  Zerad. 


*  The  fiery  Halting  wind  of  the  defer r. 


u  The  Eclogue  of  Scrim,  ortho 
Artificial  Famine,  has  much  poeti¬ 
cal  merit  ;  but  perhaps  it  were  t<? 
be  wi filed,,  that  the  philanthpophy 

of 
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of  the  author  had  not  led  him  to 
make  choice  of  a  dory  fo  apparent¬ 
ly  diigraceful  to  the  Britifh  name 
in  India,  the  circumfhmces  of  which 
have  been,  doubtlels,  greatly  exag¬ 
gerated,  while  the  enormities  of  a 
few  individuals  have  been  fvvelled, 
by  d.efigning  men,  into  a  general 
and  univerfal  fpirit  of  rapine,  ava¬ 
rice,  and  cruelty.  The  poem  opens 
with  folemnity. 

O  !  guardian  genius  of  this  tiered  wave, 
O  l  fave  thy  fons,  if  thine  the  power  to 
fave  ! 

44  The  following  image  was  a 

o  o 

particular  favourite  with  the  author. 

Sad  on  our  ways  by  human  foot  unworn. 
Stalks  the  dim  form  of  Sulitude  :orlorn. 

44  The  Chinefe  Eclogue,  called 
Li-po,  or  the  Good  Governor,  has 
piclurefque  touches  or  the  country, 
and  contains  many  amiable  reflec¬ 
tions  political  and  moral.  The  Vi¬ 
llon  of  Confuiius  is  very  poetical. 

’Midft  palmy  fields,  with  funfhine  ever 
bright, 

A  palace  rear’d  its  walls  of  filvery  white  ; 
The  gates  of  pearl  a  fnady  hall  difclos’d, 
Where  old  Confucius’  reverend  form  re¬ 
pos’d  : 

Loofe  o’er  his  limbs  the  filk’s  light  texture 
flow’d, 

His  eyes  ferene  etherial  luftre  fhow’d. 

44  The  Odes,  as  the  author  in¬ 
forms  us,  were  written  at  very  dif¬ 
ferent  periods,  and  fome  appear  to 
be  his  earlieft  effulicns  in  poetry. 
The  ilyle  of  thefe  odes  is  various  ; 
gay  and  familiar,  pathetic  and  lub- 
lime.  In  the  odes  on  Recruiting 
and  Privateering,  the  thoughts  are 
new,  and  Angularly  character! flic 
of  Mr.  Scott’s  religious  tenets  : 
and  what  ought  to  reflect  no  little 
honour  on  thole  tenets,  Itriftly  con¬ 
formable  to  the  dictates  of  every 
feeling  mind,  uncorrupted  with  the 
maxims  of  human  policy, 

i 


I  hate  that  drum’s  differ  dant  found. 
Parading  round,  and  round,  and  round 
1  o  thoughtlefs  youth  it  pleafure  yields,. 
And  lures  from  cities  and  from  fields. — > 
To  me  it  talks  of  ravag’d  plains, 

And  burning  towns,  and  ruin’d  fwains,. 
And  mangled  limbs,  and  dying  groans, 
And  widows  tears,  and  orphans  moans. 

Ode  XIII 

How  cuftom  ft  eels  the  human  breaft, 
To  deeds  that  Nature’s  thoughts  deteft  ? 
How  cuftom  confecrates  to  fame, 

That  reafon  elfe  would  give  to  fhame  ! 

Privateering,  Ode  XVII. 

44  The  Mexican  Ode  may  admit 
of  much  praife.  It  opens  with  a 
fpirited  abruptnefs. 

From  Cholula’s  hoftile  plain, 

Left  her  treacherous  legions  flair?. 

Left  her  temples  all  on  flame, 

Cortez’  conquering  army  came. 

44  It  ends  with  equal  dignity  af¬ 
ter  the  prophecy  of  the  Mexican 
idol. 

Ceas’d  the  voice  with  dreadful  founds. 
Loud  as  tides  that  break  their  bounds  ; 
Roll’d  the  form  in  fmoke  away. — — 

44  The  vanifhing  of  the  demon  h 
attended  with  circumltances  not 
very  difllmilar  from  the  difappear- 
ance  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Cape  in 
Camoens. 

44  The  two  Epiillcs  that  follow 
the  Odes,  are  written  in  a  very  fa¬ 
miliar  and  eafy  ft  rain  of  verliiica- 
tion. 

44  The  fecond  Epiflle  deferibes 
the  occupations  and  amufements  of 
a  contemplative  mind  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  may  be  confidered  as  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  author’s  own  manner 
of  living. 

44  The  EflTay  on  Painting  is  an 
elegant  piece  of  verliflcation,  and 
lliews,  in  the  fulled  light,  Mr. 
Scott’s  turn  for  the  polite  arts.  He 
was  always  a  great  admirer  of  paint¬ 
ing,  and  lor  many  years  never  miffed 
an  annual  exhibition.  The  poerti 
is  laid  to  be  addrefled  to  a  young 

painter, 
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painter,  but  has  no  reference  to  any 
particular  perfon.  It  will  perhaps 
be  found,  that  not  any  very  new 
remarks  are  introduced  on  a  fub- 
je£,  relative  to  which  fo  much  has 
been  w  ritten  ;  but  the  rules  and  ob- 
fervations  are  at  leaft  delivered  with 
tafte  and  perfpicuity. 

“  The  opening  is  poetical. 

From  funny  Adria’s  fea-furrounded 
towers, 

From  Tyber’s  vales  and  Arno’s  viny 
bowers, 

The  Mufe  of  painting  feeks  Britannia’s 
plain, 

And  leads  to  Thames’s  bank  her  favourite 
train. 

“  His  obfervation  is  very  juft  on 
the  fuperiority  and  permanence  of 
the  reputation  acquired  by  the 
higher  ftyle  of  painting  and  poetry, 
in  the  fublime  and  the  pathetic, 
compared  with  the  lower  clal's  of 
humour  and  common  liie. 

’Tis  general  nature,  in  thy  art  and  mine, 
Muft  give  our  fame  in  future  times  to 
fhine  : 

Sublime  and  pathos,  like  the  fun’s  fix’d 
flame, 

Remain  and  pleafe  thro’every  age  the  fame  : 
Humour’s  light  fhapes,  like  vapours  in  the 
Iky, 

Rife,  pafs,  and  vary,  and  for  ever  fly  : 
Hogarth  and  Swift,  if  living,  might  de¬ 
plore 

Half  their  keen  jokes,  that  now  are  jokes 
no  more. 

11  Among  feveral  fubje&s  point¬ 
ed  out  as  proper  for  the  pencil,  he 
inftances  the  Maria  of  Sterne,  which 
paffage,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 


does  juftiee  to  the  merit  of  that  ad¬ 
mirable  painter  of  manners,  con¬ 
tains  a  cenfure,  on  which  occalion 
he  inferts  the  following  note,  in 
which  every  lbber  chafte  judgment 
muft  heartily  concur. 

44  There  probably  never  was  a 
more  linking  infiance  of  mifappli- 
cation  of  talents  than  in  him 
(Sterne)  :  with  fuperior  powers  for 
the  pathos,  he  chofe  to  defcend  to 
ribaldry,  that  affronted  the  tafte, 
and  corrupted  the  morals  of  the 
public.  What  pity  that  the  gold  had 
not  been  feparated  from  the  drofs, 
and  the  latter  conligned  to  an  obli¬ 
vion  it  fo  richly  merits.” 

44  He  pays  the  following  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  memory  of  my  ingeni¬ 
ous  friend  Mr.  Mortimer. 

O  !  where  is  he,  whofe  thoughts  fuch 
grandeur  gave. 

To  bold  Fitz  waiter,  and  the  barons  braVey 
When  rang’d  in  arms  along  their  Thames’s 
ftrand, 

They  fnatch’d  their  charter  from  a  tyrant’s 
hand  ? 

Thro’  all  the  fcenes  his  rapid  llroke  be¬ 
llow’d, 

Rofa’s  wild  grace  and  daring  fpirit  glow’d  ; 
In  him — -ah!  loft  ere  half  his  powers 
were  fliown, 

Britain  perhaps  an  Angelo  had  known. 

44  The  volume  is  clofed  with  a 
few  fonnets,  and  other  copies  of 
verfes  written  on  temporary  fub- 
jeSts,  fome  of  which  are  of  a  very 
early  date  (1  7 66),  and  one  dated  as 
far  back  as  1756.” 


REMARKS  on  DYEIl’s  GRONGAR.  HILL. 

f  From  the  late  Mr.  Scott’s  Critical  EfTays  on  fome  of  the  Poems  of 

feveral  Engliili  Poets.  ] 

«4  RONG AR-Hill  is  a  de-  ing.  Few  poetical  pieces  have  re- 
icriptive  poem,  of  very  prefented  an ‘extenlive  and, beautiful 
conftfterable  meriqfpirited  and  pteaf-  profpcdt  in  fo  agreeable  a  manner. 

But 
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But  it  is  not  without  its  imperfec¬ 
tions  :  there  is  a  redundance  of 
thought  in  fbme  inftances,  and  a 
carelefliiefs  of  language  m  others. 
The  verfification,  like  that  of  Mil- 
ton’s  L ’Allegro  and  II  Penfortifo, 
is  an  irregular  mixture  of  iambick 
and  trochaick  lines  :  a  circumftance 
rather  difpleafing  to  a  nice  ear. 
The  poem  opens  thus : 

Silent  Nymph,  with  curious  eye  ! 
Who,  the  purple  ev’hing,  lie 
On  the  mountain’s  lonely  van, 

Beyo  id  the  noifh  of  bufy  man, 

P&inimg  fair  the  form  of  things. 

While  tlic  yellow  linnet  fings, 

Or  the  tuneful  nightingale 
Charms  the  foreft  with  her  tale  ; 

Come  with  all  thy  various  hues. 

Come  and  aid  thy  ffier  JVhufe ; 

Now  while  Phoebus  riding  high 
Gives  Iuftre  to  the  land  and  Iky  ! 
Grongar  Kill  invites  my  fong. 

Draw  the  landfcape  bright  and  ftrong. 

Dver  in  general  wrote  with  remark- 
able  iimplicity  and  clearnefs,  but 
here  is  an  in  dance  in  which  his 
fenfe  is  almoft  inexplicable.  What 
fictitious  perfon  is  addreiTed  by  the 
appellation  of  Silent  Nymph ,  it  items 
fcarcely  poffible  to  diftrover,  Paint¬ 
ing,  from  the  expreffions  Sifter 
JSfufe,  and  various  hues ,  might  be 
meant ;  but  wrhv  fliould  painting  be 
deferibed  as  lying  on  the  mountain’s 
lonely  van  ?  Evening,  as  a  profo- 
popeia,  could  not  be  intended  •  for 
evening  cannot  writh  any  propriety 
be  faid  to  paint  the  form  of  things. 
Fancy  may  be  thought  to  have  a 
better  claim  to  the  title,  but  to  her, 
fome  of  the  above  eircumflances 
are  not  applicable.  That  Fancy, 
however,  was  really  defigned,  is  a 
fad  that  ean  be  fully  afeertained. 
Few  readers  are  perhaps  apprized 
that  Grongar  Hill  was  originally 
written,  and  even  printed,  as  an 
irregular  ode.  There  is  a  Milcel- 
lany  volume  of  poems,  colleded  and 
publillied  by  the  celebrated  Rich¬ 


ard  Savage,  in  the  year  172 6*  in 
wrhich  it  appears  in  that  form,  very 
incorred,  and  with  the  initial  lines 
as  follows  : 

Fancy,  nymph  that  loves  to  lie 
On  the  lonely  eminence  ; 

Darting  notice  through  the  eye. 

Forming  thought  and  feafting  fenfe  : 
Thou  that  mud  lend  imagination  wings. 
And  (lamp  dikindtion  on  all  worldly  things. 
Come,  and  with  thy  various  hues. 
Paint  and  adorn  thy  filler  mufe. 

As  the  pafiage  Hands  at  p  refen  t, 
there  mull  be  either  a  defigned  vio¬ 
lent  elliplis  or  accidental  omilfion  of 
the  particle  af  in  the  fecond  line. 
It  might  be  read  thus  : 

Silent  nymph  with  curious  eye  ! 

Who-  at  purple  evening  lye - 

The  following  paragraph  rather  de- 
firoys  the  unity  of  defign,  by  di¬ 
viding  attention  bet weenpaft  action, 
and  prejenf  of  which  lait  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  poem  con  hits.  The 
image  of  the  poet  1  eared  on  a  bank 
of  flowers,  by  the  fide  of  a  foun¬ 
tain,  is  ncverthelefs  pretty,  and  has 
perhaps  merit  enough  to  juftify  its 
retention ; 

Grongar,  in  whofe  molfy  cells 
Sweetly  rnufing  Quiet  dwells; 

Grongar  in  whofe  blent  fhnde, 

For  the  modeft  Mufes  made, 

So  oft  I  have,  the  evening  ftill, 

At  the  fountain  of  a  rill. 

Sat  upon  a  flowery  bed. 

With  my  hand  beneath  my  head; 

While frafd  my  eyes  o'er  Towy’s  flood. 
Over  mead  and  over  wood, 

From  houfe  to  houfe,  from  hill  to  hi}!, 
Till  Contemplation  had  her  fill. 

44  The  author  now  agreeably  de- 
feribes  the  circumllance  of  afeend* 
ing  a  hill,  with  the  confequcnt  gra¬ 
dual  enlargement  of  the  1  unround¬ 
ing  horizon.  The  trite  limile  of 
circles  on  water,  is  here  happily  ap^ 
plied.  The  comparifon  of  material 
with  metaphorical  eminence,  un¬ 
happy  fate*,  &c.  interrupts  the  de- 
fenptioju,  and  is  not  fir  idly  juft ; 

maun- 
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mountains  finking-  in  appearance 
from  a  fpedlator’s  change  of  fitua- 
tion,  can  have  no  real  analogy  with 
the  degradation  of  a  ftatefman,  hero, 
or  other  elevated  character.  The 
ideas  in  thefe  couplets,  “  Still  the 
profpedt,  wider,”  &c.  are  fo  exten- 
live,  that  they  approach  to  the  true 
fublime  : 


unexceptionably  pidturefquc  and 
beautiful  : 

Old  caflles  on  the  cliffs  arife, 

•  Proudly  towering  .in  the  (kies ! 

Rufhing  from  the  woods  the  fplres, 
Seem  from  hence  afcending  fires! 

Half  his  beams  Apollo  fheds, 

On  the  yellow  mountain  heads  ! 

Gilds  the  fleeces  of  the  flocks, 

And  glitters  on  the  broken  rocks  ! 


About  his  chequer’d  fldes  I  wind. 

And  leave  his  brooks  and  meads  behind, 
And  groves  and  grottos  where  I  lay. 
And  villas  footing  beams  of  day  : 

Wide  and  wider  fpreads  the  vale  ; 

Like  circles  on  a  fmooth  canal : 

The  mountains  round,  unhappy  fate 
Sooner  or  later  of  all  height, 

Withdraw  their  fummits  from  the  ikies, 
And  leffen  as  the  orhers  rife  : 

Still  the  profpedl  wider  fpreads, 

.  Adds  a  thoufand  woods  and  meads. 

Still  it  widens,  widens  flill, 

And  finks  the  newly-rifen  hill. 

Some  readers  may  think  the  follow¬ 
ing  alterations  no  improvement ; 
but  the  arrangement  is  certainly 
preferable  in  point  of  correttnefs  : 

Wider  and  wider  fpreads  the  vale. 

Ate  circles  on  a  fmooth  canal ; 

The  mountains  round  that  reach  the  ikies 
Subfide,  and  others  o’er  them  rife. 

Still  the  profpe6l,  &c. 

Ci  Had  all  the  next  paragraph, 
except  the  firft  two  lines,  been  fup- 
prefled,  the  poem  would  have  fuf- 
fered  no  material  lofs.  After  the 
landfcape  was  laid  to  lye  belo<wy  it 
was  furely  needlefs  to  fay  that  it 
ipread  'beneath  the  fight :  nor  does 
the  face  of  Nature,  wearing  the 
hues  of  the  rainbow,  convey  to  the 
mind  any  diftindt  or  graphical  idea  : 

Now  I  gain  the  mountain’s  brow. 
What  a  landfcape  lies  belovu  ! 

No  clouds,  no  vapours  intervene, 

But  the  gay  the  open  feene, 

Poes  the  face  of  Nature  fhow. 

In  all  the  hues  of  heaven’s  bow  ! 

And  fwelling  to  embrace  the  light, 
Spreads  around  beneath  the  fight. 

u  We  have  now  a  feene  almod 


u  The  downward  view  of  Gron^ 
gar  itfelf,  has  equal  merit ;  the  epi¬ 
thets  of  the  different  trees  are  well 
chofen : 


Below  me  trees  unnumber’d  rife, 
Beautiful  in  various  dyes; 

The  gloomy  pine,  the  poplar  blue, 

The  yellow  beech,  the  fable  yew, 

The  flender  fir  that  taper  grows, 

The  fiurdy  oak  with  broad-fpread  boughs. 


iC  This  poem  has  been  celebrated 
for  the  frequency  of  its  moral  re¬ 
flections.  After  deferibing  a  ruined 
cable  or  palace,  it  was  natural  for 
fuch  fentiments  as  the  following  to 
occur ;  but  they  might  have  been 
expreffed  with  more  concifenefs. 
The  pen  of  expunction  fhould  have 
palTed  over  the  words  marked  in  ita- 
licks,  as  fnperfluous  ;  rule  and  /way 
are  fynonymous  ;  pomp  and  fir  ay 
would  have  done  better.  The  con¬ 
dition,  this  little  defect  excepted* 
is  truly  excellent ; 

Yet  time  has  feen,  that  lifts  the  lozu> 

And.  level  lays  the  lofty  brozv, 

Has  feen  this  broken  pile  compleat, 

Big  with  the  vanity  of  flate  ;  C 
Bui  tra-nfient  is  the  foil e  of  fate  !  J 
A  little  rule ,  a  little  forty, 

A  fun-beam  in  a  winter’s  day, 

Is  all  the  proud  and  mighty  have. 
Between  the  cradle  and  the  grave. 

“  The  enduing  defeription  of  the 
rivers  is  agreeable,  and  prettily  il- 
kiflrates  the  courfe  of  human  life. 
The  thought  of  Nature's  vefture,  h 
not  fo  happy  :  her  drefs  could  not 
be  at  once  grave  and  gay  ;  and  the 
fame  appearance  which  inflruHs  or 
produces  ferious  reflection*  can 


REMARKS  on  DYER’s  GRONGAR  HILL.  [129] 


icavccly  divert  or  difpcrfe  care : 
✓ 

And  fee  the  rivers  how  they  run, 

Thro’  woods  and  meads,  in  fhade  andfun. 
Sometimes  fwift,  fometimfcs  flow, 

Wave  fucceeding  wave  they  go  ; 

A  various  journey  to  the  deep, 

“Like  human  life  to  endkfs  fleep  ! 

Thus  is  Nature’s  veflure  wrought. 

To  infract  our  waud’ring  thought  ; 
Thus  the  drefles  green  and  gay, 

T o  drfperfe  our  cares  away. 

44  Among  the  various  component 
parts  of  a  rural  profpeCt,  few  are 
more  pleafing  than  the  difpolition  of 
cultivated  around,  the  different  di- 
mentions  and  forms  of  the  inclo- 
fares,  and  the  different  colours  of 
their  productions.  Dyer’s  oblerv- 
ant  eye  had  not  miffed  this  appear¬ 
ance  ;  and  he  has  here  introduced 
part  of  it,  with  the  circumihmce  of 
diminution,  occalioned  by  didance  : 

See  on  the  mountain’s  fouthern  fide,  T 
•  Where  the  profpedi  opens  wide,  > 

Where  the  evening  gilds  the  tide  ;  j 
How  clofe  and  fmali  the  hedges  lie  ! 
What  ftreaks  of  meadows  crofs  the  eye  , 

The  ufe  of  triplets  arbitrarily  in¬ 
troduced  in  couplet  verfe,  fhould  be 
fparingly  indulged.  There  can  be 
no  apology  for  it,  but  where  the 
fenfe  is  too  extenfive  for  two  lines, 
and  not  iufficient  for  four.  In  the 
prefent  indance,  the  fecond  line 
might  have  been  omitted  without 
dil  a  vantage.  Every  reader  mud  re¬ 
coiled!  the  poets  fuppofed  fituation, 

Still  the  profpedt  wider  fpreads,  &c. 

and  of  courfe  know  that  the  propped! 
was  wide.  But  this  paragraph  re¬ 
quires  confideration  in  another  point 
of  view  : 

How  clofe  and  fmali  the  hedges  tie  ! 
What  ftreaks  of  meadows  crofs  the  eye  ! 
A  ftep  methinks  may  pafs  the  ftream, 
So  little  diftant  dangers  feem  ; 

So  we  mi  flake  the  future' s  face , 

Ey  d  through  hope's  deluding  glafs  J 
As  yon  fummits  foft  and  fair, 

Clad  in  colours  of  tfie  air, 

i785* 


Which  to  thole  who  journey  near, 
Barren,  brown,  and  rough  appear; 

Still  we  tread  the  fame  coarfe  way, 

The  prefent’s  ftill  a  cloudy  day. 

By  crowding  too  many  thoughts  to¬ 
gether,  writers  often  produce  con* 
fulion.  Part  of  the  above  is  un¬ 
commonly  ambiguous.  There  is  in 
it  one' couplet,  which  feems,  Janus 
like,  to  look  both  ways  ;  we  knovf 
not  whether  to  join  it  with  thofe 
which  precede,  or  with  thofe  that 
follow  ;  and  there  is  no  punctua¬ 
tion  that  can  determine  the  matter. 
The  fuppofed  narrownefs  of  the 
dream  very  well  illudrates  the  fen- 
timent,  that  danger  in  idea  is  di- 
mi  nidied  in  proportion  to  its  di- 
ffance  ;  and  that  fentiment  is  limply, 
forcibly,  and  fully  expreffed  in  one 
line  : 

So  little  diftant  dangers  feem. 

If  to  this  verfe  we  add  the  two 
doubtful  ones, 

So  we  mijlahe  the  f  uture' s  face , 

Ey'd  through  hope' s  deluding  glafs , 

we  have  a  fuperfluous  expatiation 
on  the  thought :  Hope’s  glafs,  alfo, 
to  bear  any  relation  to  the  natural 
circumdance,  mud  be  an  inverted 
telefcope,  which  removes  andleffens 
the  objedt.  In  this  cafe  the  lines 
fhould  have  clofed  the  fentence  thus ; 

So  we  mipahe  the  future' s  face , 

Ey'd  through  hope' s  deluding  glafs. 

But  here  the  context,  by  an  impro¬ 
per  introduction  of  the  relative 
which ,  is  rendered  abfolute  non- 
lenfe  :  44  As  yon  fummits  which  ap¬ 
pear  brown  and  rough,  dill  we 
tread,”  &c.  But  by  fubdituting 
JUll  for  which ,  we  may  obtain  pro¬ 
priety  of  expreffion  ;  44  As  yon  fum- 
mits  foft  and  fair,  JUll  when  ap¬ 
proached  appear  brown  and  rough, 
ib  dill  we  tread,”  &c.  This  dis¬ 
putable  couplet  will,  however,  on 
/  the 
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tlie  other  hand,  conne£t  as  eaftly 
with  its  fucceltors ; 

So  tv  e  mijlals  the  future’s  face, 

JEy’d  through,  hfe’ s  deluding  o laf  ; 

As  yon  fummits  foft  and  lair, 

Clad  in  colours  of  the  air, 

Which  to  thofe,  &c. 

This  reading,  alfo,  will  giye  us 


grammatical  couftruhtion  u  We 
jiiiftake  the  future’s  face,  as  we  mif- 
take  yon  fummits,  which  are  airy 
and  beautiful  when  diftant,  but 
when  near,  brown  and  rough.” 
The  thought  in  this  paffage  is  one 
that  feems  naturally  to  occur  to  the 
human  mind  :  we  feel  the  fame  kind 
of  fenfation  when  the  eye  views  a 
delightful  profpeht,  as  when  the 
imagination  contemplates  fuppofed 
future  happinels  we  think  the  place 
where  we  are,  lefs  plealant  than  the 
place  we  behold  ;  we  think  the  pre- 
ient  hour  lefs  happy  than  the  hours 
in  expectation. 

“  There  is  a  remarkable  fpright- 
linefs  in  the  movement  of  the  verfesy 
in  which  the  poet  exults  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  his  pleafant  lituation  : 

Now,  even  now,  my  joys  run  high. 

As  on  the  mountain-turf  I  lie  ; 

While  the  wanton  zephyr  fings, 

And  in  the  vale  perfumes  his  wings  ; 
"While  the  waters  murmur  deep  ; 

While  the  fhcpherd  charms  his  iheep  ; 
Wh'Ie  the  birds  unbounded  fly, 

And  with  mufic  fill  the  fky  ; 

Now,  even  now,  my  joys  run  high. 

Be  full  ye  courts,  be  great  who  will. 
Search  for  peace  with  all  your  fkill : 
Open  wide  the  lofty  door, 

Seek  her  on  the  marble  floor  ; 

In  vain  you  fearch,  fhe  is  not  there  ; 

In  vain  ye  fearch  the  domes  of  care  ! 

Gxongar-Hill,  had  Dyer  written  no¬ 
thing  elfe,  would  have  obtained  for 
him  the  name  of  a  poet ;  neverthe- 


lefs,  it  is  the  final  left  proof  of  hisl 
abilities.  The  Ruins  of  Rome,  and 
the  Fleece,  however  neglefted  by 
fuperficial  readers,  or  degraded  by 
injudicious  critics,  juftly  intitle  him 
to  the  high  eft  praife.” 

u  Since  the  above  was  written, 
the  author  has  feen  a  very  ingeni¬ 
ous  work  (Obfervations  on  the  Ri¬ 
ver  Wye,  by  Mr.  Gilpin),  in  which 
this  poem  has  obtained  conftderable 
notice.  '  Dyer  is  there  conlidered  as 
a  landfcape  painter,  painting  with 
words  inftead  of  colours  ;  and  is 
pronounced  defective  in  his  execu¬ 
tion,  as  wanting  contrail  of  fore¬ 
ground  and  diftance.  It  is  juftly 
obferved,  that  the  objedts  immedi¬ 
ately  beneath  his  eye,  and  thofe, 
more  remote,  are  marked  with  e- 
qual  ftrength  and  diftindlnefs  ;  the 
trees  clofe  at  hand,  are  diftingiulh- 
ed  by  their  Jhapes  and  hues,  and  the 
caftle  afar  off,  by  ivy  creeping  on 
its  walls.  Where  the  delcriber  is 
fuppofed  to  Hand,  the  former  mult 
be  viftble,  the  latter  could  not  ; 
and  therefore  fhould  not  have  been, 
mentioned.  When  a  man  propofes 
much,  and  fails  of  doing  it,  he  difco- 
vers  inability  or  negligence  ;  when 
he  profeffes  nothing,  and  docs  lit¬ 
tle,  we  may  wi-fhhe  had  done  more, 
but  we  fhould  not  eftimaw  his  pow¬ 
ers  by  his  performance.  Dyer’s 
poem  feems  deiignedly  without  plan  ; 
it  is  defultory  and  diffufe,  fetching 
at  random  a  number  of  unconnected 
objedfs.  Flis  hill’s  extenlive  view’ 
would  probably  have  afforded  feve¬ 
red  complete  landfcapes  ;  'but  it  is 
not  clear  that  he  aimed  at  producing 
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[From  Dr.  Burney’ 

■«  HT^HAT  Handel  was  fupe- 
rior  in  the  ftrength  and 
Jboldnefs  of  his  ftyle,  the  richnefs  of 
his  harmony,  and  complication  of 
parts,  to  every  coinpofer  who  has 
been  moll  admired  for  Inch  excel¬ 
lencies,  cannot  be  difputed.  And, 
while  fuuue,  contrivance,  and  a 
full  fcore,  were  more  generally  re¬ 
verenced  than  at  prefent,  he  re¬ 
mained  wholly  unrivalled. 

44  I  know  it  has  been  faid  that 
Handel  was  not  the  original  and 
immediate  inventor  of  feveral  fpe- 
cies  of  mulic,  for  which  his  name 
has  been  celebrated  ;  but,  with  re- 
fpect  to  originality,  it  is  a  term  to 
which  proper  limits  fhould  be  let, 
before  it  is  applied  to  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  any  artift.  Every  inven¬ 
tion  is  clumfy  in  its  beginning,  and 
Shakfpeare  was  not  the  fir  ft  writer 
of  plays,  or  Corelli  the  firft  com- 
poler  of  violin  folos,  fonatas,  and 
concertos,  though  thole  which  he 
produced  are  the  beft  of  his  time  ; 
nor  was  Milton  the  inventor  of  epic 
poetry.  The  fcale,  harmony,  and 
cadence  of  mulic,  being  fettled,  it 
is  impoflible  for  any  compofer  to  in¬ 
vent  a  genus  of  compoiition  that  is 
wholly  and  rigoroully  new,  any 
•more  than  for  a  poet  to  form  a  lan¬ 
guage,  idiom,  and  ph rafeology ,  for 
himfelf.  All  that  the  great  eft  and 
boldeft  mufical  inventor  can  do,  is 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  beft  effu- 
iions,  combinations,  and  effects,  of 
his  predeceffors  ;  to  arrange  and  ap¬ 
ply  them  in  a  new  manner  ;  and  to 
add,  from  his  own  fource,  what¬ 
ever  he  can  draw,  that  is  grand, 
•graceful,  gay,  pathetic,  or,  in  any 
other  way,  pleating.  This  Handel 
did,  in  a  moil  ample  and  fu  pc  rior 
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manner ;  being poftefted,  in  his  mid¬ 
dle  age  and  full  vigour,  of  every 
refinement  and  perfection  of  his 
time  :  uniting  the  depth  and  elabo¬ 
rate  contrivance  of  his  own  coun¬ 
try,  with  Italian  elegance  and  faci¬ 
lity  ;  as  he  feems,  while  he  relided 
fouth  of  the  Alps,  to  have  liftened 
attentively  in  the  church,  theatre, 
and  chamber,  to  the  moft  exquiftte 
competitions,  and  performers,  of 
every  kind,  that  were  then  exifting. 

44  And  though  we  had  cantatas 
by  Cariftimi,  Aleffandro  Scarlatti, 
Gafparini,  and  Marcello  ;  duets  by 
Steffanrand  Clari  ;  vocal  choruftes* 
without  inftrumental  accompani¬ 
ments,  by  Paieftrina,  and  our  own 
Tallis,  Bird,  and  Purcell ;  and, 
with  accompaniments,  by  Cariftimi 
as  well  as  Paolo  Colonna ;  with 
violin  fonatas  and  concertos  by  Co¬ 
relli  and  Geminiani  ;  yet  it  may 
with  the  utmoft  truth  be  aflerted, 
that  Handel  added  confiderable 
beauties  to  whatever  ftyle  or  lpecies 
of  compoiition  he  adopted,  which, 
in  a  larger  work,  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  demonftrate,  by  exam¬ 
ples.  At  prefent,  I  (hall  only  ven¬ 
ture  to  give  it  as  part  of  my  mufi- 
cal  profejfion  de  foi ,  that  his  air  or 
melody  is  greatly  fuperior  to  any 
that  can  be  found  in  the  otherwife 
charming  cantatas  which  Cariftimi 
feems  to  have  invented  ;  that  he  is 
more  natural  in  his  voice-parts,  and 
has  given  more  movements  to  his 
bales  than  Alef.  Scarlatti ;  that  he 
has  more  force  and  originality  than 
Gafparini  or  Marcello ;  that  his 
chamber  duets  are,  at  leaft,  equal 
to  thofe  of  Steffani  and  Clari,  who 
were  remarkable  for  no  other  fpe- 
cies  of  compofttion ;  and  though 
/  2  the 
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the  late  Dr.  Boyce  ufe.d  to  fay  that 
Handel  had  great  obligations  to  Co- 
lonna  for  his  choruses  with  inftru* 
mental  accompaniments,  it  feems  in¬ 
disputable  that  fuch  choruffes  were 
infinitely  more  obliged  to  Handel 
than  he  to  Colonna,  or,  indeed, 
than  they  were  to  all  the  compolers 
that  have  ever  exifted.  It  is  my 
belief,  ljkewife,  that  the  befl  of  his 
Italian  opera  fongs  fur  pais,  in  va¬ 
riety  of  ftyle  and  ingenuity  of  ac¬ 
companiment,  thofe  of  all  preced¬ 
ing  and  contemporary  compofers 
throughout  Europe  ;  that  he  has 
more  fire,  in  his  compofitions  for 
violins  than  Corelli,  and  more 
fhythm  than  Geminiani ;  that  in 
bis  full?  mafterl^,  and  excellent  or- 


ganffiugues,  upon  the  moft  natural 
and  plealing  fubjecls,  he  has  fur-* 
palTed  Frelcobaldi,  and  even  Seba* 
Ilian  Bach,  and  others  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  the  moil  renowned  for  abi* 
lities  in  this  difficult  and  elaborate 
fpecies  of  compofition  ;  and,  laftly, 
that  all  the  judicious  and  unpreju¬ 
diced  muficians  of  every  country, 
upon  hearing  or  perufing  his  noble, 
majeftic,  and  frequently  fublime 
full  anthems,  and  oratorio  choruffes, 
mull  allow,  with  readinefs  and  rap* 
ture,  that  they  are  utterly  unac* 
quainted  with  any  thing  equal  to 
them,  among  the  works  of  the 
greatelt  mailers  that  have  exifted 
fince  the  invention  of  counter* 
point  ft > 
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PHILOSOPHICAL  PAPERS. 

NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  LIONS* 

.  [From  Dr.  Sparkman's  Voyage  to  the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope.] 


u  |T  had  not  been  dark  two 
X  hours,  before  we  heard  the 
roaring;  of  lions,  which  at  times 
appeared  to  be  pretty  near  us.  This 
Was  the  find  time  that  I  had  heard 
this  kind  of  mufic,  and,  as  there 
were  feveral  performers,  it  might 
be  properly  called  a  concerto  of 
lions.  They  continued  roaring  the 
whole  night,  whence  my  -guide 
concluded,  that  they  had  aflembled 
on  the  plains  in  order  to  copulate, 
and  carry  oil  their  amours,  by 
fighting  and  attacking  each  other 
after  the  manner  of  cats. 

u  To  defcribe  the  roaring  of  the 
lion  as  nearly  as  I  can,  I  m U ft  in¬ 
form  the  reader  that  it  confided  in 
a  hoarfe  inarticulate  found,  which 
at  the  fame  time  feemed  to  have  a 
hollownefs  in  it,  fomething  like 
that  proceeding  from  a  fpeaking 
trumpet*  The  found  is  between 
that  of  a  German  u  and  an  o,  being- 
drawn  to  a  great  length,  and  ap¬ 
pearing  as  if  it  came  from  out  of 
the  earth  ;  at  the  fame  time  that, 
after  liiiening  with  the  preated  at- 
tention,  I  could  not  exabfly  hear 
from  what  quarter  it  came.  The 
found  of  the  lion’s  voice  does  not 
bear  the  leaft  refemblance  to  thun¬ 
der,  as  M.deBuffon,  tom*  ix.  p.  22. 
from  the  Voyage  of  Bouiiaye  le 
Gouz,  affirms  it  does.  In  fa  A,  it 
appeared  to  me  to  be  neither  pecu¬ 
liarly  piercing  nor  tremendous  $ 


yet,  from  its  flow  prolonged  note/ 
joined  with  no&urnal  darkrtefs,and 
the  terrible  idea  one  is  apt  to  form 
to  one’s  f  elf  of  this  animal,  it  made 
one  fliudder,  even  in  fuch  places 
as  I  had  an  opportunity  of  htfaririv 
it  in  With  more  fatisfadfiotl,  and 
without  having  the  lead  occafion 
for  fern  We  could  plainly  per¬ 
ceive  by  orir  animals,  when  the 
lions,  whether  they  roared  or  not, 
were  reconnoitring  us  at  a  fmail  di¬ 
stance*  For  in  that  cafe  the  hounds 
did  not  dare  to  bark  in  the  lead, 
but  crept  quite  clofe  to  the  Hotten¬ 
tots  ;  and  our  oxen  and  horfes  iio-h- 
ed  deeply,  frequently  harigingback, 
and  pulling-  Lowly  with  all  their 
might  at  the  drong  draps  with 
which  they  were  tied  up  to  the  wag¬ 
gon.  They  likewife  laid  them- 
felves  down  upon  the  ground  and 
flood  up  alternately,  appearing  as 
if  they  did  not  know  what  to  do 
with  themfelves :  and,  indeed,  I 
may  jwft  as  if  they  were  in  the 
agonies  of  death*  In  the  mean 
time,  my  Hottentots  made  the  ne- 
ceffary  preparations,  anil  laid  each 
of  them  their  javelins  by  the  fide 
of  them*  We  likewife  loaded  all 
our  five  piece's,  three  of  which  we 
didributed  among  thofe  of  our  Hot¬ 
tentots  who  fpoke  Dutch. 

“  Fire  and  fire-brands  are  uni- 
verfally  reckoned,  and  indeed  were 
fold  by  my  Hottentots,  to  be  a 
^  3  great 
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great  prefervative  and  defence 
againfl  lions  and  other  wild  bcafts : 
they  could,  however,  themfelves 
mention  inftances,  in  which  the  lion 
had  leaped  forward  to  the  fire,  and 
carried  off  fome  one  of  them,  who 
had  been  fitting  round  it  and  warm- 
inn  themfelves.  The  animal  too 

O 

has  fometimes  taken  its  prey  to  fa 
fliort  a  diffance,  that  the  poor 
wretch’s  companions  have  plainly 
heard  it  champing  and  chewing  his 
flefh,  The  Hottentots  defired  us 
who  were  placed  in  the  waggon, 
not  to  be  in  too  great  hafte  to  fire 
in  cafe  a  lion  fhould  take  a  leap 
among  them,  for  fear  that  in  the 
dark  we  might  at  the  fame  time 
hurt  fome  of  them.  They  had 
concerted  matters  fo,  that  fome  of 
them  fhould  rather  attempt  to  pierce 
him  through  with  their  haffagais 
or  (pears,  while  at  the  fame  in  if  ant 
the  others  fhould  endeavour  to 
cling  about  its  legs. 

“  They  looked  upon  it  as  a  cer¬ 
tain  fact,  and  I  have  fince  heard 
the  fame  from  others,  that  a  lion, 
does  not  immediately  kill  the  perion 
v  he  has  got  under  him,  unlels  he  is 
excited  to  do  lb  by  the  refi fiance  he 
meets  with.  At  length,  however, 
it  is  reported,  the  royal  tyrant  giyes 
the  coup  de  grace  on  the  vibtinPs 
bread  uith  a  hideous  roar.  On 
this  occafion  I  mud  do  niy  Hotten¬ 
tots  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  they 
did  not  fliew  the  lead  fear  ;  though 
they  conceived  the  old  and  com¬ 
monly-received  notion  to  be  abfo- 
lutely  true,  that  both  lions  and  ti¬ 
gers  would  attack  a  Have  or  a  Hot¬ 
tentot  before  they  will  a  colon! ft  or 
a  white  man,  Confequently  Mr. 
Immelman  and  I  had  no  Inch  great 
reafon  to  be  in  fear  for  our  own 
perfons,  unlefs.  more  than  ons  lion 
fhould  come  to  attack  us,  or  that 
we  fhould  difeharge  our  pieces  too 
precipitately  and  mifs  him  $  for  in 
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fuch  a  cafe,  the  lion  always  rufhes 
on  the  markfman.  In  another  re- 
fpeff,  however,  we  that  lay  in  the 
waggon  and  at  a  di fiance  from  the 
fire,  were  molt  liable  to  receive  a 
vifit  from  the  lions  ;  or  at  leaft  to 
fee  our  holies  and  oxen,  which 
were  tied  up  to  the  waggon,  feized 
by  them.  Otherwife,  for  the  fin- 
gulanty  of  the  fpedtacle,  I  fhould 
have  been  glad  to  have  feen  an  at¬ 
tack  of  this  kind,  if  it  had  not  coft 
me  more  than  a  couple  of  my  oxen*. 
In  fuch  a  cafe,  indeed,"  my  horfes 
would  probably  fil'd  have  fallen  a 
prey  to  this  rapacious  animal,  as  it 
is  generally  fuppofed  that  the  lion 
gives  them  the  preference. 

“  Among:  our  oxen  there  was 
one  which  at  this  time,  as  well  as 
fince  upon  other  fimilar  occafions, 
appeared  extremely  difquieted  and 
reftlefs.  It  had,  befides,  a  lingular 
and  aftonifhing  habit  of  making  an 
inward  noife,  which  cannot  be  de¬ 
fended  ;  and  this  was  the  cafe  like- 
wife  with  the  fione-borfe,  in  his  own 
peculiar  way.  This,  in  faff,  was 
fufficient  to  make  us  keep  ourfelves 
in  readinefs,  though  it  happened 
not  to  be  abfclutely  neceffary  ;  how¬ 
ever,  we  quickly  got  accu domed 
to  it,  and  feveral  times  laid  our¬ 
felves  down  to  fleep,  void  of  care, 
leaving  our  beads  to  figh  on  un¬ 
heeded.  It  is,  indeed,  a  wonder¬ 
ful  circumflance,  that  the  brute 
creation  fhould  have  been  taugh? 
merely  by  nature  to  be  in  dread  of 
the  lion  ;  for  our  horfes  and  oxen 
were  all  from  places,  where  I  am 
certain  they  could  have  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  dreadful  adverfary 
of  theirs  :  fo  that  in  this  we  muft 
admire  the  bounty  of  Providence, 
which,  while  it  has  fent  fuch  a  ty¬ 
rant  as  the  lion  amongfl  the  animal 
creation,  has  likewife  taught  them 
to  difee rn  and  diftuioaiifh  it  with 
trembling  and  horror, 


“  One 
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<c  One  would  fuppofe,  that  the 
roaring  of  the  lion  would  prove  fer- 
viceable  to  the  other  animals,  as 
being'  a  warning  for  them  to  betake 
themfelves  to  flight:  but  as  when 
lie  roars,  according  to  all  report,  he 
puts  his  mouth  to  the  ground,  fo 
that  the  found  is  diffufed  equally  all 
over  the  place,  without,  as  we  have 
nlready  mentioned,  its  being  poffi- 
ble  to  hear  from  what  quarter  it 
comes,  the  animals  are  intimidated 
and  feared  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
fly  about  backwards  and  forwards 
in  the  dark  to  every  fide  :  in  confe- 

j  ' 

quence  of  which,  •  fome  of  them 
may  eafiiy  chance  to  run  on  to  the 
very  fpot  from  whence  the  tremen¬ 
dous  found  actually  proceeds,  and 
which  they  meant  molt  to  avoid. 

44  A  writer,  in  other  refpedts  ex¬ 
tremely  rational,  who  ftyles  himfelf 
Officier  du  Roi,  afferts,  in  his  Voy¬ 
age  a  PI  He  de  France,  &c.  p.  63, 
that  in  Africa  there  are  found  whole 
armies  of  lions  ;  a  fa£t  of  which, 
he  fays,  he  was  informed,  by  three 
perfons  of  confequence  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  whole  names  he  men¬ 
tions. 

44  Th  is  author,  as  well  as  his  in¬ 
formers,  and  thoie,  if  luch  there  be, 
who  have  given  any  credit  to  him, 
may  be  eaiily  made  to  conceive  the 
palpable  abfurdity  of  the  idea  by 
this  iinvle  consideration,  that  to 

o  9  ' 

fupport  armies  of  lions,  it  would  re¬ 
quire  a  greater  quantity  of  quadru¬ 
peds  and  game,  as  it  is  called,  than 
is  to  be  found  not  only  in  Africa, 
but  in  all  the  world  befides.  In  or¬ 
der  to  confirm  this  affertion,  we 
may  appeal  to  a  witty  obfervation 
made  by  the  Indians,  and  reported 
by  Lafitau.  44  It  is  a  very  fortu¬ 
nate  eircurn  fiance,  laid  they,  that 
the  Portuguefe  are  as  few  in  num¬ 
ber  as  they  arc  cruel  in  their  difpo- 
iitions  ;  juft  as  it  is  with  the  tigers 
and  lions  with  refped  to  the  red  of 
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the  .  animal,  creation,  or  otherwife 
there  would  loon  be  an  end  of  us 
men.” 

44  With  regard  to  the  teflimonies 
of  the  perfons  of  confequence  here 
appealed  to,  I  muff  beg  leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  we  may  at  any  time, 
without  the  leaft  hefitation,  call  in 
queffion  any  polition  which  mili¬ 
tates  againlt  common  fenfe.  Be- 
lides,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  knowledge 
and  the  appearance  of  truth  areftot 
always  abfolutely  infeparable  from 
authority.  I  myfelf  have  heard  a 
man  belonging  to  the  council  at  the 
Cape,  relate  to  Grangers  the  moff 
ridiculous  abfurdities  concerning  the 
country  in  which  he  lived.  Stories 
of  this  kind  often  originate  from  the 
farmers  and  yeomen,  who  come 
from  a  great  difiance,  and  who  of¬ 
ten  find  their  account  in  amufing 
their  rulers  with  pleafing  tales ; 
which,  the  more  wonderful  they 
are,  with  the  greater  avidity  they 
are  fwallowed.  Another  fource  of 
thefe  falfe  reports  is  in  the  depraved 
difpoiition  of  mankind,  who  are 
very  prone  to  impofe  as  much  as 
they  can  on  the  credulity  of  the 
weak  and  limple.  Admitting  it  tcs 
be  true,  that  the  Romans  introduced 
into  their  public  fpedlacles  a  great 
number  of  lions,  which,  indeed, 
they  might  eaiily  collect  from  the 
extenfive  tradls  of  country  they  pof- 
feffed  in  Africa  and  Afia,  yet  it  ne¬ 
ver  can  be  confonant  either  with 
truth  or  probability,  that  armies  of 
lions  fhould  be  found  in  thefe  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  globe,  where  only,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  very  probable  poli¬ 
tion  of  M.  de  Buffon,  they  exift. 
So  that  when  a  later  writer,  the 
abbe  de  Manet,  in  his  defcriptiori 
of  the  northern  part  of  Africa,  af* 
firms,  that  the  fame  kind  of  lion  is 
like  wife  found  in  America,  we  may 
fafely  confider  this  merely  as  a  hafty 
affertion,  which  is  not  warranted 
i  4  cither 
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cither  by  the  authority  of  others  or 
by  his  own  experience  :  indeed,  this 
author’s  teftimony  is  much  more  to 
be  credited  when  he  informs  us,  that 
the  44  negroes  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Africa,  are  ufed  to  catch  lions  in 
pits,  but  do  not  dare  to  eat  any  of 
the  flefh,  for  fear  left  the  other  lions 
fhould  be  revenged  on  them.”  In 
this  particular,  however,  I  have  not 
found  the  Hottentots,  or  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  font  hern  parts  of  Africa, 
equally  fuperftitious,  as  they  told 
me,  that  they  ate  the  flefh  of  lions, 
and  looked  upon  it  to  be  both  good 
and  whole  feme.  They  like  wife  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  the  lions  as  well  as 
hyaenas,  had  been  formerly  much 
bolder  than  they  are  at  prelent,  as 
they  ufed  to  feize  them  at  night, 
and  carry  them  off  from  their  cot¬ 
tages  :  at  the  fame  time  they  allured 
me,  that  a  lion  that  had  once  tailed 
human  flefh  would  never  after,  if 
he  could  help  it,  prey  upon  any 
other.  They  added,  that  for  the 
fame  reafon  they  were  obliged  to  fix 
benches  up  in  trees  to  ileep  on  ;  fo 
that  they  could  not  fo  readily  be 
caught  unawares  by  the  lions,  and 
might  likewife  the  eafier  defend 
themfelves  when  they  were  attacked 
by  them. 

"  44  So  that,  in  faff,  they  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  acknowledge,  that  with  the 
affiftanee  of  the  Chriftians  and  their 
fire  -arms,  they  are  at  prefent  much 
lefs  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  this 
fierce  animal ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  could  not  but  agree  with 
them,  that  the  colonifts  themfelves 
were  a  much  greater  fcourge  to  them 
than  all  the  wild  beafts  of  their 
country  put  together  ;  as  the  Hot¬ 
tentot  nations,  iince  the  arrival  ot 
the  colonifts  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
have  found  themfelves  reduced  to  a 
much  narrower  fpace  in  their  pot- 
feifions,  and  their  numbers  very 
much  decreafed, 
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u  In  thefe  time3,  at  leaft,  the 
lion  does  not  willingly  attack  any 
animal  openly,  unlefs  provoked,  or 
extremely  hungry  ;  in  which  latter 
cafe  he  is  faid  to  fear  no  danger,  and 
to  be  repelled  by  no  refiftance.  The 
method  in  which  the  lion  takes  his 
prey,  is  almoft  always  to  fpring  or 
throw  himfelf  on  it,  with  one  vaft 
leap  from  the  place  of  his  conceal¬ 
ment  ;  yet,  if  he  chances  to  mils 
his  leap,  he  will  not,  as  the  Hot¬ 
tentots  unanimouily  allured  me,  fol¬ 
low  his  prey  any  farther ;  but,  as 
though  he  were  afnamed,  turning 
round  towards  the  place  where  he 
lay  in  ambulh,  flowly,  and  ftep  by 
ftep,  as  it  were,  meafures  theexadt 
length  between  the  two  points,  in 
order  to  find  how  much  too  Ihort  of, 
or  beyond  the  mark  he  had  taken 
his  leap.  One  of  thefe  animals, 
however,  was  once  known  to  pur- 
fue  an  elk-antilope  with  the  greateft 
eagernefs  and  ardour,  without  any 
one  getting  to  fee  the  end  of  the 
chace.  it  is  lingular,  that  the  foxes 
in  Europe,  according  to  M.  Col- 
lonn’s  Hift.  Nouv.  de  1’Univers, 
tom.  iv.  p.  20.  whet  they  have 
leaped  fliort  of  their  mark,  and  their 
prey  has  got  away  from  them,  mea- 
fure  the  length  of  their  leap,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  lion  does. 

44  It  is  particularly  near  rivers 
and  fprings,  that  the  lion  finds  it 
beft  anfw^r^  his  purpofe  to  lie  in 
wait.  Any  animal  whatever  that  is 
obliged  to  go  thither  in  order  to 
quench  its  thirft,  is  in  danger,  tan- 
quam  can  is  ad  Nilutn,  of  becoming 
a  victim  to  the  irrefiftible  power  of 
this  blood-thirfty  tyrant. 

44  It  fhould  feem,  that  in  cafe  ga- 
zels,  and  other  fuch  animals,  had 
lcent  of  the  lion  when  he  was  near 
them,  as  ftrong  as  it  appeared  to  be 
in  my  horfes-  and  oxen,  they  might 
eaiily  avoid  the  danger.  I  do  not 
know  how  the  fabt  really  Hands ; 

but 
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but  it  is  poffible  that  the  lion,  like 
the  fpoitfmen  of  this  country,  may 
know  fo  well  how  to  chufe  the  place 
of  its  concealment,  that  the  wind 
may  drive  its  effluvia  from  the  fide 
whence  it  might  be  perceived  by  its 

Frey-  .  ,  r  , 

44  Following  the  example  of  other 
travellers  in  fuch  tracts  of  this  part 
of  Africa  as  are  infelfed  by  lions, 
we  always  took  the  precaution  to 
make  loud  cracks  with  our  large  ox- 
whip,  whenever  we  were  going  to 
pafs  a  river.  Thefe  cracks  of  a 
whip,  which,  in  fad,  make  a  louder 
noife,  and  a  greater  vibration  in  the 
air  than  the  difcharge  from  a  piifol, 
nav.  are  heard  much  farther  than 
the  report  of  a  gun,  is  looked  upon 
as  a  very  efficacious  method  of  fear¬ 
ing  away  wild  beads.  Thefe  large 
whips  feem,  therefore,  to  have  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  little  to  the  greater 
degree  of  dread  which,  lince  the  ar- 
rival  of  the  colomfts,  the  lions  have 
of  mankind. 

44  The  lion’s  method  of  taking  its 
•prey,  as  delcribed  above,  is  not, 
however,  probably,  fo  univerfai  as 
to  be  without  exception.  Soon  af¬ 
ter  my  arrival  at  the  Cape,  I  heard 
ipeak  of  a  married  woman,  who, 
iome where  in  the  Carrow  country, 
was  killed  at  her  own  door  by  a 
lion,  which  like  wife  ate  up  her 
head ;  though  others,  indeed, 
thought  file  came  by  her  death  in  a 
different  manner.  Several  farmers 
•related  to  me  the  following  lingular 
freak  of  a  lion  in  Camdebo.. 

44  A  few  years  ago  a  farmer  on 
horfeback,  with  a  led  horfe  in  hand, 
met  with  a  lion,  which  had  laid  it- 
felf  down  in  the  public  road  where 
the  farmer  was  to  pafs.  Thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  he  thought  it  moft  ad- 
vifeable  to  turn  back,  but  found  the 
lion  had  taken  a  circle,  and  laid  it- 
felf  in  his  way  again  ;  he  was  there¬ 
fore  obliged  to  turn  back  again,  and 


fo  alternately  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards.  Whether  the  lion  was  feared 
away  by  feveral  more  travellers 
coming  up  or  no,  I  cannot  fay  that 
I  recoiled. ;  for  I  find,  that  I  have 
forgot  to  make  a  minute  of  the  ftory, 
probably,  becaufe  I  did  not  think 
my  authority  fufficiently  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon.  The  following  oc¬ 
currence,  however,  I  think  I  may 
relate,  as  being  tolerably  well  au¬ 
thenticated,  and  ferving  to  fhew  the 
cowardice  and  infiduous  diipolition 
of  the  lion. 

44  An  elderly  Hottentot  in  the 
ferviee  of  a  Chriflian,  near  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  Sunday  river  on  the 
Camdebo  fide,  perceived  a  lion  fol¬ 
lowing  him  at  a  great  di fiance  for 
two  hours  together.  Thence  he 
naturally  concluded,  that  the  lion 
only  waited  for  the  approach  of 
darknefs,  iu  order  to  make  him  his 
prey  :  and  in  the  mean  time,  could 
not  exped  any  other  than  to  ferve 
ior  this  fierce  animal’s  fupper,  in- 
afmuch  as  he  had  no  other  weapon 
of  defence  than  a  flick,  and  knew 
that  he  could  not  get  home  before 
it  was  dark.  But  as  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
lion,  and  the  manner  of  its  feizing 
upon  its  prey,  and  at  the  fame  time 
had  leifure  between  whiles  to  rums 
nate  on  the  ways  and  means  in 
which  it  was  moft  likely  that  his 
exiftence  would  be  put  an  end  to, 
lie  at  length  hit  on  a  method  of 
faving  his  life,  for  which,  in  fad, 
he  had  to  thank  his  meditations  up¬ 
on  death,  and  the  fmall  Ikill  he  had 
in  zoology  (or,  to  fpeak ,  plainly, 
his  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  ani¬ 
mals).  For  this  purpofe,  infiead 
of  making  the  belt  of  his  way  home, 
he  looked  out  for  a  kilphram-  (fo 
they  generally  call  a  rocky  place 
level  and  plain  at  top,  and  having 
a  perpendicular  precipice  on  one 
fide  of  it),  and  fitting  himfelf.down 
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on  the  edge  of  one  of  thefe  preci¬ 
pices,  he  found,  to  his  great  joy, 
that  the  lion  likewife  made  a  halt, 
and  kept  the  fame  diftance  as  before. 
As  foon  as  it  grew  dark,  the  Hot¬ 
tentot  hiding  a  little  forwards,  let 
himfelf  down  below  the  upper  edge 
of  the  precipice  upon  fome  project¬ 
ing  part  or  cleft  of  the  rock,  where 
he  could  juft  keep  himfelf  from 
falling.  But  in  order  to  cheat  the 
lion  ftill  more,  he  fet  his  hat  and 
cloak  on  the  flick,  making  with  it 
at  the  fame  time  a  gentle  motion 
juft  over  his  head,  and  a  little  way 
from  the  edge  of  the  mountain. 
This  crafty  expedient  had  the  de- 
fired  fuccefs.  He  did  not  ftay  long 
in  that  fttuation,  before  the  lion 
came  creeping  foftly  towards  him 
like  a  cat,  and  miftaking  the  ikin- 
cloak  for  the  Hottentot  himfelf, 
took  his  leap  with  fuch  ex  ad  nets 
and  .precifton,  as  to  tail  headlong 
down  the  precipice,  diredly  dole 
to  the  fnare  which  had  been  fet  up 
for  him  ;  when  the  Hottentot  is 
faidj  in  his  great  joy,  exultinglv  to 
have  called  out,  t’hatji  /  an  inter- 
jedion  of  very  extenfive  import  and 
lignilication. 

“  This  is  not  the  only  inftance 
of  lions  in  Africa  being  enfnared  in 
the  midft  of  their  leap.  In  the  out- 
houfes  and  wafte  grounds  about 
farms,  where  a  lion  has  been  upon 
the  watch  for  fome  animal  and  miff¬ 
ed  it,  or  where  they  have  other  rea- 
fons  to  exped  him,  they  fet  up  the 
figure  of  a  man  clofe  by  the  fide  of 
feveral  loaded  guns;  l'o  that  thefe 
difcharge  themfelves  into  the  body 
of  the  beaft,  at  the  very  inftant 
that  he  fprings  or  throws  himfelf 
upon  the  drefled  figure. 

“  As  this  is  done  with  fo  much 
eafe  and  fuccefs,  and  as  they  hardly 
ever  thin^  it  worth  while  in  Africa 
to  take  lions  alive,  they  feldom  give 
themfelves  the  trouble  of  catching 
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them  by  means  of  pit-falls.  Frorti 
all  the  moft  credible  accounts  I 
could  colled  concerning  the  lions, 
as  well  as  from  what  I  law  myfelf, 
I  think  I  may  fafely  conclude,  that 
this  wild  beaft  is  frequently  a  great 
coward  ;  that  is,  very  deficient  in 
point  of  courage  comparatively  to 
his  ftrength.  On  the  other  hand, 
however,  he  often  thews  an  un* 
ufual  degree  of  intrepidity,  of  which 
I  will  juft  mention  the  following  in¬ 
ftance,  as  it  was  related  to  me. 

44  A  lion  had  broken  into  a  walled 
inclofure  for  cattle  through  the  lat¬ 
ticed  gate,  and  done  a  good  deal  of 
damage.  The  people  belonging  to 
the  farm,  were  well  allured  of  his 
coming  again  by  the  fame  way. ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  they  ftretch- 
ed  a  line  diredly  acrofs  the  entrance, 
fo  thick  fet  with  loaded  guns,  that 
they  mult  necelfarily  difcharge  them¬ 
felves  into  the  lion’s  body  as  foon 
as  ever  he  fliould  come,  which  they 
firmly  expeded  he  would,  to  dif- 
place  the  line  with  his  breaft.  But 
the  lion,  which  came  in  the  day¬ 
time  before  it  was  yet  dark,  and 
probably  had  fome  fufpicions  with 
refped  to  the  line,  ftruck  it  away 
with  his  foot  ;  and  without  betray¬ 
ing  the  lealt:  fear  in  confequence  of 
the  reports  made  by  the  loaded 
pieces,  went  on  fteadily  and  carelefs 
of  every  thing,  and  devoured  the 
prey  it  had  left  untouched  before. 

44  M.  Buffon  (tom.  ix.  p.  7.) 
tells  us,  on  the  authority  of  Mar- 
mol  and  Thevenot,  that  the  lions, 
which  in  the  more  cultivated  and 
inhabited  parts  of  Barbary  and  In¬ 
dia,  are  ufed  to  experience  man’s 
fuperiority,  fometimes  fuller  them¬ 
felves  to  be  intimidated  with  a  few 
ftro'kes  of  a  ftick  (and  that  even  by 
women  and  children)  from  carrying 
oil'  their  prey.  This  accords  with 
feveral  accounts  that  I  heard  at  the 
Cape,  of  llaves  who  had  had  cou¬ 
rage 
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rage  enough,  with  a  knife  or  fome 
other  weapon  bill  more  in  fig  n  in¬ 
cant,  to  defend  their  mafter’s  cattle, 
which  had  been  attacked  in  the  dark 
by  a  lion. 

“  It  is  lingular,  that  the  lion, 
which,  according  to  many,  always 
kills  his  prey  immediately  if  it  be¬ 
longs  to  the  brute  creation,  is  re¬ 
ported  frequently,  although  pro¬ 
voked,  to  content  h.mlelf  with 
merely  wounding  the  human  fpe- 
eies  ;  or  at  lead  to  wait  fome  times 
before  he  gives  the  fatal  blow  to  the 
unhappy  vibtim  he  has  got  under 
him.  A  farmer,  who  the  year  be¬ 
fore  had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  f’pec- 
tator  of  a  lion’s  leizing  two  of  his 
oxen,  at  the  very  inftant  he  had 
taken  them  out  of  the  waggon,  told 
me,  that  they  immediately  fell  down 
dead  upon  the  fpot  clofe.  to  each 
other  ;  though,  upon  examining  the 
carcafes  afterwards,  it  appeared  that 
their  backs  only  had  been  broken. 
In  feveral  places  through  which  I 
palTed,  they  mentioned  to  me  by 
name  a  father  and  his  two  fons, 
who  were  faid  to  be  dill  living,  and 
who  being  on  foot  near  a  river  on 
their  edate  in  fearch  of  a  lion,  this 
latter  had  rudied  out  upon  them, 
and  thrown  one  of  them  under  his 
feet :  the  two  others,  however,  had 
time  enough  to  Ihoot  the  lion  dead 
upon  the  fpot,  which  had  lain  al¬ 
ined  acrofs  the  youth  fo  nearly  and 
dearly  related  to  them,  without 
having  done  him  any  particular 
hurt.  „ 

44  I  myfelf  faw,  near  the  upper 
part  of  Duyven-hoek-rivier,  an  el¬ 
derly  Hottentot,  who  at  that  time 
(his  wounds  being  dill  open)  bore 
under  one  eye  and  underneath  his 
cheek-bone  the  ghadly  marks  of  the 
bite  of  a  lion,  which  did  not  think 
it  worth  his  while  to  give  him  any 
other  chadifement  for  having,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  mailer  (whom  I 
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alfo  knew)  and  feveral  other  Chrif- 
tians,  hunted  him  with  great  intre¬ 
pidity,  though  without  fuccefs.  The 
converfation  ran  every  where  in  this 
part  of  the  country  upon  one  Bota, 
a  farmer  and  captain  in  the  militia, 
who  had  lain  for  fome  time  under  a 
lion,  and  had  received  feveral 
bruifes  from  the  bead,  having  been 
at  the  fame  time  a  good  deal  bitten 
by  him  in  one  arm,  as  a  token  to 
remember  him  by  ■  but,  upon  the 
whole,  had,  in  a  manner,  had  his 
life  given  him  by  this  noble  animal. 
The  man  was  faid  then  to  be  living 
in  the  dibried  of  Artaquas-kloof.  ° 
44  i  do  not  rightly  know  how  to 
account  for  this  merciful  difpofition 
towards  mankind.  Does  it  proceed 
from  the  lion’s  greater  refpebt  and 
veneration  for  man,  as  being  equal 
to,  or  even  a  mightier  tyrant  than 
himfelf  among  the  animal  creation  ? 
or.  is  it  merely  from  the  fame  ca¬ 
price,  which  has  fometimes  induced 
him  not  only  to  fpare  the  lives  of 
men  or  brute  creatures  who  have 
been  given  up  to  him  for  prey,  but 
even  to  carefs  them,  and  treat  them 
with  the  greated  kindnefs  ?  Whims 
and  freaks  of  this  kind,  have,  per¬ 
haps.,  in  a  great  meafure,  acquired 
the  lion  the  reputation  it  has  for  ge-. 
nero.dty  ;  but  I  cannot  allow  this 
fpecious  name,  facred  only  to  vir¬ 
tue,  to  be  lavidied  upon  a  wild  bead. 
Slaves,  indeed,  and  wretches  of  fer- 
vile  minds,  are  wont  with  this  at¬ 
tribute  to  flatter  their  greated  ty¬ 
rants  ;  but  with  what  (hew  of  rea- 
fon  can  this  attribute  be  be  bowed 
upon  the  mod  powerful  tyrant  a- 
mong  quadrupeds,  becaufe  it  does 
not  exercife  an  equal  degree  of  cru¬ 
elty  upon  all  occafions  ?• 

44  That  the  lion  does  not,  like 
the  wolf,  tiger,  and  fome  other 
beads  of  prey,  kill  a  great  deal  of 
game  or  cattle  at  one  time,  perhaps, 
proceeds  from  this,  that  while  he  i3 
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employed  in  attacking  one  or  two 
of  them,  the  remainder  fly  farther 
than  it  accords  with  the  natural  in¬ 
dolence  of  this  beaif  to  follow  them. 
If  this  be  called  generofity,  a  cat 
may  be  if y  led  generous  with  refpete 
to  the  rats ;  as:  I  have  feen  this  crea¬ 
ture  in  the  fields  among  a  great 
number  of  the  latter,  where  file 
could  have  made  a  great  havock  at 
once,  feize  on  a  fingle  one  only, 
and  run  off  with.  it.  The  lion  and 
the  cat,  likewife,  very  much  reiem- 
ble  each  other,  in  partly  deeping 
out,  and  partly  palling  away  in  a 
quiet  inateive  hate  a  great  part  of 
their  time,  in  which  hunger  does 
not  urge  them  to  go  in  quoit  of 
their  prey. 

“  From  what  I  have  already  re¬ 
lated,  and  am  farther  about  to  men¬ 
tion,  we  may  conclude,  that  it  is 
not  in  magnanimity,  as  many  will 
have  it  to  be,  but  in  an  iniidious 
and  cowardly  difpoiition,  blended 
with  a  certain  degree  of  pride,  that 
the  general  character  of  the  lion 
confids :  and  that  hunger  mult  na¬ 
turally  have  the  effete:  of  now  and 
then  infpiring  fo  ftrong  and .  nimble 
an  animal  with  uncommon  intrepi¬ 
dity  and  courage.  Moreover,  be¬ 
ing  accuhomed  always  itfelf  to  kill 
its’ own  food,  and  that  with  the 
q reate  If  eafe,  as  meeting  with  no 
refitlance,  and  even  frequently  to 
devour  it  reeking  and  weltering  in 
its  blood,  it  cannot  but  be  ealily 
provoked,  and  acquire  a  greater 
turn  for  cruelty  than  for  generofity  : 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  not  being 
accuhomed  to  meet  with  any  refin¬ 
ance,  it  is  no  wonder  that  when  it 
does,  it  fliould  fometimes  be  faint¬ 
hearted  and  creft-fallen  s  and,  as  I 
have  already  laid,  fuffer  itfelf  to  be 
feared  away  v\  ith  a  cudgel.  .  Here 
follows  another  inftance  of  this  fate. 

“  A  yeoman,  a  n?an  of  veracity 
(Jacob  Kok,  of  Zeekoe-rivier),  re¬ 


lated  to  me  an  adventure  he  had,  in 
thel'e  words.  One  day  walking  over 
his  lands  with  his  loaded  gun,  he 
nnexpeteedly  met  with  a  lion.  Be¬ 
ing  an  excellent  .{hot,  he  thought 
himfelf  pretty  certain,  in  the  pofi- 
tion  he  was  in,  of  killing  it,  and 
therefore  fired  his  piece.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  he  did  not  recollete,  that  the. 
charge  had  been  in  it  for  home  time, 
and  confequently  was  damp  ;  fo 
that  his  piece  hung  fire,  and  the 
ball  falling  fhort,  entered  the  ground 
dole  to  the  lion.  In  confequence 
of  this  he  was  feized  with  a  panic, 
and  took  diretely  to  his  feet  ;  but 
being  boon  out  of  breath,  and  clofe- 
ly  purfued  by  the  lion,  he  jumped 
up  on  a  little  heap  of  hones,  and 
there  made  a  Hand,  prefenting  the 
butt- end  of  his  gun  to  his  adverfary, 
fully  refolved  to  defend  his  life  as 
well  as  he  could  to  the  utmoil.  My 
friend  did  not  take  upon  him  to  de¬ 
termine,  whether  this  pofition  and 
manner  of  his  intimidated  the  lion 
or  not :  it  had,  however,  fuch  an 
effete  upon  the  creature,  that  it  like¬ 
wife  made  a  hand  ;  and  what  was 
hill  more  lingular,  laid  itfelf  down 
at  the  diflance  of  a  few  paces  from 
the  heap  of  hones  feemingly  quite 
unconcerned.  The  fportfinan,  in 
the  mean  while,  did  not  dare  to  hif 
a  hep  from  the  fpot :  befides,  in  his 
flight,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe 
his  powder-horn.  At  length,  after 
waiting  a  good  half  hour,  the  lion 
role  up,  and  at  firll  went  very  (low¬ 
ly,  and  Hep  by  hep,  as  if  it  had  a 
mind  to  heal  off ;  but  as  foon  as  it 
got  to  a  greater  diflance,  it  began  to 
bound  away  at  a  great  rate.  It  is 
very  probable,  that  the  lion,  like 
the  hyaena,  does  not  eafily  venture 
upon  any  creature  that  makes  a 
hand  againh  it,  and  puts  itfelf  in  a 
pohure  of  defence.  It  is  well 
known,  that  it  does  not,  like  the 
hound,  fmd  out  its  prey  by  the 
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{cent,  neither  does  it  openly  hunt 
other  animals.  At  leaft,  the  only 
inllance  ever  known  of  this,  is  that 
which  I  have  mentioned  before,  in 
vol.  i.  p.  307,  in  which  it  is  fpoken 
of  as  having  hunted  an  elk-anti¬ 
lope  ;  though  it  might  poffibly  be, 
that  this  wild  bead  was  reduced  by 
extreme  hunger  to  inch  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  expedient.  The  lion,  ne- 
verthelefs,  is  fwift  of  foot.  Two 
hunters  informed  me,  that  an  im¬ 
prudent  and  fool-hardy  companion 
of  theirs,  was  clofely  purfued  by  a 
lion  in  their  light,  and  very  nearly 
overtaken  by  it,  though  he  was 
mounted  on  an  excellent  hunter. 

u  The  lion’s  (Length  is  conil- 
derable.  This  animal  was  once  feen 
at  the  Cape  to  take  an  heifer  in  his 
mouth,  and  though  the  legs  of  this 
latter  dragged  on  the  ground,  yet 
feemed  to  carry  her  off  with  the 
fame  eafe  as  a  cat  does  a  rat.  It 
likewife  leaped  over  a  broad  dike 
with  her,  without  the  lead  diffi¬ 
culty,  A  buffalo  perhaps  would 
be  too  cumberfome  for  this  bead 
ofprey,  notwithdandinghis  ftrength, 
t.o  feize  and  carry  oft'  with  him  in 
the  manner  above  mentioned.  Two 
yeomen,  upon  vvhofe  veracity  I 
can  place  feme  confidence,  gave  me 
the  following  account  relative  to 
this  matter  : 

66  Being  a.-hunting  near  Bofnies- 
man-rivjer  with  feveral  Hottentots, 
they  perceived  a  lion  dragging  a 
buffalo  from  the  plain  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  woody  hill.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  foon  forced  it  to  quit  its  prey, 
in  order  to  make  a  prize  of  it  them- 
lelves  ;  and  found  that  this  wild 
bead  had  had  the  fagacity  to  take 
out  the  buffalo’s  large  and  unweildy 
entrails,  in  order  to  be  able  the  eader 
to  make  off  with  the  flefhy  and  more 
eatable  part  of  the  carcafe.  The  wild 
bead,  however,  as  foon  as  he  faw, 
from  the  fkirts  of  the  wood,  tkU 
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the  Hottentots  had  begun  to  carry 
off  the  fledi  to  the  waggon,  fre¬ 
quently  peeped  out  upon  them,  and 
probably  with  no  little  mortifica¬ 
tion.”  The  lion’s  drength,  how¬ 
ever,  is  laid  not  to  be  fufficient 
alone  to  get  the  better  of  fo  large 
and  drong  an  animal  as  the  buffalo  ; 
but,  in  order  to  make  it  his  prey, 
this  fierce  creature  is  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  both  to  agility  and  ftrata- 
gem ;  infomuch,  that  dealing  on 
the  buffalo,  it  fadens  with  both  its 
paws  upon  the  nodrils  and  mouth 
of  the  bead,  and  keeps  fqueezing 
them  dole  together,  till  at  length 
the  creature  is  drangled,  wearied 
out,  and  dies.  A  certain  colonid, 
according  to  report,  had  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing  an  attack  of  this 
kind  y  and  others  had  reafon  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  fomething  of  this  na¬ 
ture  had  paired,  from  feeing  buf¬ 
faloes,  which  had  efeaped  from  the 
clutches  of  lions,  and  bore  the  marks 
of  the  claws  of  thefe  animals  about 
their  mouth  and  nofe.  They  af- 
ferted,  however,  that  the  lion  it- 
felf  rifqued  its  life  in  fuch  attempts, 
efpecially  if  any  other  buffalo  was 
at  hand  to  refeue  that  which  was 
attacked.  It  was  faid,  that  a  tra¬ 
veller  once  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  a  female  buffalo  with  her 
calf,  defended  by  a  river  at  her  back, 
keep  for  a  long  time  at  bay  five 
lions  which  had  partly  furrounded 
her,  but  did  not  (at  leaf!  as  long  as 
the  traveller  looked  on)  dare  to  at¬ 
tack  her.  I  have  been  informed, 
from  very  good  authority,  that  on 
a  plain  to  the  eaft  of  Kromine-ri- 
vier,  a  lion  had  been  gored  and 
trampled  to  death  by  a  herd  of  cat¬ 
tle  ;  having,  urged  probably  by 
hunger,  ventured  to  attack  them  in 
broad  day- light. 

“  This  the  reader  will,  perhaps, 
not  fo  much  wonder  at,  when  he  is 
told,  tfyat  tit  the  day-time,  apd  upon 
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an  open  plain,  twelve  or  fixteen 
dogs  will  ealily  get  the.  better  of  a 
large  lion*  There  is  no  neceffity 
for  the  dogs,  with  which  the  lion 
is  to  be  hunted,  to  be  very  large 
and  trained  up  to  the  fporf,  as 
M.  Buffon  thinks  they  ibould  be, 
the  bufinel's  being  perfectly  well 
accomplifhed  with  the  common 
farm-ho ufe  dogs.  When  thefe  have 
got  pretty  near  the  lion,  the  latter, 
from  a  greatnefs  of  foul,  does  not 
offer  to  fly  any  farther,  but  fits 
himfelf  down.  The  hounds  then 
fur  round  him,  and,  ruffling  on  him 
ail  at  once,  are  thus,  with  their 
united  ffrength,  able  to  tear  in 
pieces,  almoft  in  an  infant,  the 
fironyeff  of  all  wild  beads.  It  is 
laid,  that  he  has  feldom  time  to 
give  more  than  two  or  three  flight 
llrokes  with  his  paws  (each  of 
which  ftrokes  is  inflant  death)  to 
an  equal  number  of  his  affailants. 
M.  de  Buffon  afferts  alio,  that 
the  lion  mav  be  hunted  on  boric- 
back,  but  that  the  horfes  as.  well  as 
the  dogs  mud  be  trained  to  it :  this 
is  probably  a  mere  conjecture  of 
that  ingenious  author,  as  he  does 
not  mention  his  informers  on  this 
point.  In  Africa  the  cglonids  hunt 
the  lion  with  common  hunting 
horfes :  indeed  I  do  not  know  how 
they  could  ealily  be  able  to  get 
horfes  trained  up  only  to  the  chace 
pf  the  lion. 

44  It  is  faid,  that  horfes  in  bat¬ 
tle,  or  in  other  dangerous  enter- 
prizes,  differ  themfelves  more  wil¬ 
lingly  to  be  caparifoned  by  their 
riders  than  at  other  times  ;  a  tit- 
cum dance  which  I  think  I  have 
likewife  remarked  in  thefe  animals, 
on  expeditions,  where  the  danger 
indeed  was  not  fo  great  as  in  hunt¬ 
ing  the  buffalo  and  rhinoceros, 
When  they  have  paffed  rivers,  and 
gone  up  and  down  deep  pieces  and 
precipices  with  the  greater!  alacrity. 


Our  horfes,  the  very  fame  as  had 
feveral  times,  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned,  fliewn  their  difquietude 
when  the  lion  happened  to  be  in 
the  vicinity  of  them,  and  which 
were  not  in  the  lead  trained  to  the 
chace,  once  exhibite  1  a  fpirit  in  the 
purfuit  of  two  large  lions,  equal 
to  that  which  they  had  fhewn  at 
other  times  in  chafing  the  timid 
gabels.  Though,  in  fad,  hunting 
horfes  feem  to  partake  much  more 
of  their  mailer’s  pleafure  in  the 
chace  :  I  remember,  in  particular, 
at  Agter  ■  Bruntjes  Hoogte,  I  rode 
a  horfe,  which,  .  by  a  tremulous 
found  ilfuing  from  its.cheft,  cock¬ 
ing  up  its  ears,  and  prancing  and 
capering,  difeovered,  in  an  unequi¬ 
vocal  manner,  its  ardour  for  the 
chace,  whenever  it  came  in  fight 
of  the  larger  kind  of  game.  There 
have  even  been  indances  of  hunt¬ 
ing  horfes,  who,  when  the  hunter 
has  jumped  off  their  backs  in  order  to 
difeharge  his  piece,  but  has  miffed 
his  mark,  have,  in  their  eagernefs 
for  the  chace,  not  allowed  him  time 
fufficient  to  mount  again,  but  fol¬ 
lowed  the  game  alone  for  hours  to¬ 
gether,  dole  at  its  very  heels,  in 
all  its  turnings  and  windings. 

44  The  chace  of  the  lion  on 
horfeback  is,  in  facl,  carried  on  in 
the  fame  manner  as  that  of  the  ele¬ 
phant,  which  I  have  already  de¬ 
le  ribed,  in  voL  i,  p.  ;  but  as 
various  particulars,  hitherto  un¬ 
known,  concerning  the  lion’s  dff- 
pofition,  maybe  learned  from  it,  a 
defc ription  of  it  here  will  perhaps 
not  be  fuperfluous  ;  and,  in  cafe  I 
ibould  be  too  minute  and  circura- 
ffa'rltial,  I  fhall  hope  for  the  in¬ 
dulgence  of  the  candid  reader ; 
particularly  of  fuch  of  them  as  are 
fportlinen,  and  are  confcious  with 
what  high  a  lee  and  fatisfadtion  they 
are  wont  to  deferibe,  with  the  ut- 
moll  rmuute.neis,.and  prolixity,  eve- 
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Tty  taming  and  winding  of  a  poor 
timid  bare. 

“  It  is  only  on  the  plains  that 
the  hunters  venture  to  go  out  on 
horfeback  after  the  lion.  If  it 
keeps  in  fome  coppice,  or  wood, 
on  a  riling  ground,  they  endeavour 
to  teize  it  with  dogs  till  it  comes 
out ;  they  like  wife  prefer  going  to¬ 
gether  two  or  more  in  number,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  aftift  and  refcue 
each  other,  in  cafe  the  fir  ft  fiiot 
fhould  not  take  place. 

When  the  lion  fees  the  hun¬ 
ters  at  a  great  diftance,  it  is  uni- 
verfally  allowed  that  he  takes  to 
his  heels  as  fall  as  ever  he  can,  in 
order  to  get  out  of  their  light ; 
but  if  they  chance  to  difcover  him 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  them,  he  is 
then  laid  to  walk  oft'  in  a  furly 
manner,  but  without  putting  him- 
felf  in  the  leaft  hurry,  as  though 
he  was  above  fhewing  any  fear, 
when  he  finds  himfelf  difcovered 
or  hunted.  He  is  therefore  report¬ 
ed  likewile,  when  he  finds  himfelf 
purfued  with  vigour,  to  be  foon 
provoked  to  refiftance,  or  at  leaft 
he  difdains  anv  longer  to  fly.  Con- 
fequentlv  he  flackens  his  pace,  and 
at  length  only  lidles  flowly  off,  ftep 
by  ftep,  all  the  while  eying  his 
purfuers  alkaunt ;  and  finally  makes 
a  full  flop,  and  turning  round  upon 
them,  and  at  the  fame  time  giving 
himfelf  a  lhake,  roars  with  a  fliort 
and  fharp  tone,  in  order  to  fliew 
his  indignation,  being  ready  to 
feize  on  them  and  tear  them  in 
pieces.  This  is  now  precifely  the 
time  for  the  hunters  to  be  upon  the 
fpot,  or  elfe  to  get  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  within  a  certain  diftance  of 
him,  yet  fo  as  at  the  fame  time  to 
keep  at  a  proper  diftance  from  each 
other ;  and  he  that  is  neareft,  or  is 
moft  advantageoully  polled,  and  has 
the  bell  mark  of  that  part  of  the 
lion’s  body  which  contains  his  heart 


and  lungs,  muft  be  the  firft  to  jump 
off  his  horfe,  and,  fecuring  the 
bridle  by  putting  it  round  his  arm, 
difcharge  his  piece  ;  then  in  an  in— 
ftant  recovering  his  feat,  muft  ride 
obliquely  athwart  his  companions  ; 
and,  in  fine,  giving  his  horfe  the 
reins,  muft  truft  entirely  to  the 
fpeed  and  fear  of  this  latter,  to  con¬ 
vey  him  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
fury  of  the  wild  beaft,  in  cafe  he 
has  only  wounded  him,  or  has  ab- 
folutely  miffed  him.  In  either  of 
thefe  cafes,  a  fair  opportunity  pre- 
fents  itfelf  for  fome  of  the  other 
hunters  to  jump  off  their  horfes  di¬ 
rectly,  as  they  may  then  take  their 
aim  and  difcharge  their  pieces  with 
greater  coolnefs  and  certainty* 
Should  this  fliot  likewife  mils* 
(which,  however,  feldorn  happens) 
the  third  fportfman  rides  after  the 
lion,  which  at  that  inftant  is  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  firft  or  the  fecond,  and, 
fpringing  off  his  horfe,  fires  his 
piece,  as  foon  as  he  has  got  within  a 
proper  diftance,  and  finds  a  fuflici- 
ently  convenient  part  of  the  animal 
p relent  itfelf,  efpecially  obliquely 
from  behind.  If  now  the  lion  turns 
upon  him  too,  the  other  hunters 
turn  again,  in  order  to  come  to  his 
refcue  with  the  charge,  which  they 
loaded  with  on  horfeback,  while  they 
were  flying  from  the  wild  beaft, 
u  No  inftaace  has  ever  been 
known  of  any  misfortune  happen¬ 
ing  to  the  hunters  in  chafing  the 
lion  on  horfeback.  The  African 
colonifts,  who  are  born  in,  or  have 
had  the  courage  to  remove  into  the 
more  remote  parts  of  Africa,  which 
are  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  wild 
hearts,  are  moftly  good  markfmen, 
and  are  far  from  wanting  courage. 
The  lion,  that  has  the  boldnefs  to 
feize  on  their  cattle,  which  are  the 
moft  valuable  part  of  their  proper¬ 
ty,  fometimes  at  their  very  doors, 
is  as  odious  to  them  as  he  is  dan¬ 
gerous 
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gerous  and  noxious.  They  confe- 
qifontiy  feck  out  thefe  animals,  and 
hunt  them  with  the  created  ardour 

o 

and  glee,  with  a  view  to  extermi¬ 
nate  them.  When  the  lion,  there¬ 
fore,  comes  upon  their  grounds,  it 
is  much  the  fame  as  if  they  were 
going  to  fight  pro  aris  et  feds  ,  and 
I  have  heard  feveral  yeomen  at 
Agter  Bruntjes  Hoogte,  when  I  was 
out  a -hunting  with  them,  merely 
exprefs  a  vviih  to  meet  with  the 
lions,  in  cafe  there  were  any  in  that 
neighbourhood,  without  mention¬ 
ing  a  word  about  (hooting  them  ;  a 
£gn  that,  with  regard  to  that  part 
of  the  bulinefs,  they  were  pretty 
fure  of  their  hands. 

44  The  lion  is  by  no  means  bard 
to  kill.  Thofe  who  have  had  occa- 
fion  to  fhoot  feveral  of  thefe  ani¬ 
mals,  have  allured  me,  that  while 
buffaloes  and  the  larger  fpecies  of 
antelopes  will  now  and  then  make 
their  efcape/and  run  fairly  off  with 
a  ball  in  their  bowels,  or  in  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  their  abdomen,  of  which  I 
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jnylelf  have  feen  inftances  ;  the 


lion,  on  the  contrary,  on  being  fhot 
in  this  manner,  will  be  thrown  into 
a  vomiting,  and  be  difabled  from 
running.  But  be  that  as  it  may, 
it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  a  we  3  b 
diredfed  fhot  that  enters  the  heart  or 
lungs,  fhould  fufficc  to  kill  the  lion 
as  well  as  the  elephant  and  every 
other  creature  :  therefore,  as  M.  de 
Buffon  acknowledges  that  the  lion’s 
hide  cannot  withiland  either  ball  or 
dart,  it  is  inconceivable  how  it. 
diould  come  into  this  author’s  head 
to  adert,  without  having  the  lead; 
authority  for  it,  that  this  furious 
bead:  is  hardly  ever  to  be  killed 
with  a  fingle  fhot. 

44  The  hides  of  lions  are  looked 
upon  as  being  inferior  to  and  more 
rotten  than  thofe  of  cows,  and  are 
feldom  made  ufe  of  at  the  Cape, 
excepting  for  the  fame  purpole  as 
horfes  hides.  I  met  with  a  far¬ 
mer,  however,  who  ufed  a  lion’s 
hide  for  the  upper  leathers  to  his 
fnoes,  and  fpoke  highly  of  them, 
as  being  pliable  and  1-ait  mg.” 
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ii'  HE  Camelopardalis  is,  as  I 
J  have  laid  above,  at  p,  149 
of  this  volume,  the  tailed  of  all  qua¬ 
drupeds  when  mcafured  in  front; 
and  though  it  is  found  only  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  Cape  colonies  that  lie  far- 
thed  towards  the  north-wed,  merits, 
however,  an  accurate  defeription, 
efpecially  in  this  place,  along'  with 
the  other  animals  of  Africa.  rl  he 
fated  and  bed  accounts  concerning 
the  real  form  and  other  properties 
of  this  bead  have  been  given  to  the 
public  by  the  prefent  commandant 
at  the  Cape,  major  Gordon,  who 


fliot  one  of  thefe  creatures  in  the 
ciiftrict  of  Anamaquas  ;  in  confe-* 
quence  of  which  the  public  has 
been  gratified  with  a  very  good 
drawing  and  defeription  of  it  by 
M.  Allamand,  in  his  edition  of 
M.  de  Buffon’s  Hidory  of  Animals, 
Suppl.  de  la  Giraffe,  p.  46.  Of 
this  defeription  I  diall  here  prefent 
my  reader  with  an  abdradl. 

44  The  height  of  this  animal, 
when  it  holds  ,  its  neck  drait  and 
ere  ft,  is,  from  the  crown  of  the 
head  to  the  ground,  fifteen  feet  two 
inches ;  the  length  of  it,  from  the 

ched 
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eheft  to  the  anus,  live  feet  leven 
Inches  ;  from  the  top  of  the  (bould¬ 
ers  to  the  ground,  about  ten  feet ; 
but  from  the  loins  only  eight  feet 
two  inches ;  a  difference  which  pro¬ 
ceeds  partly  from  the  length  of  the 
flioulder-blades,  which  are  two  feet 
long,  and  partly  from  a  (harp  pro- 
cefs  of  the  firft  vertebra  of  the  bacb^ 
which  projects  above  a  foot  beyond 
the  reft.  From  the  bread:  to  the 
ground  it  meafures  five  feet  and  a 
half;  the  neck,  which  is  decorated 
with  a  mane  like  that  of  the  zebra, 
is  lix  feet  long,  and  confequently 
twice  the  length  of  the  camel’s  ; 
the  head  is  above  two  feet  in  length, 
and  fo  me  what  refembles  the  head 
of  a  fheep  ;  the  upper  lip  is  rather 
larger  and  thicker  than  the  under, 
but  both  of  them  are  covered  with 
ft  iff  hairs  ;  the  eyes  of  this  crea¬ 
ture  are  larve  and  beautiful  ;  its 
fore-teeth  fmall,  and  eight  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  are  only  to  be  found  in 
the  lower  jaw,  though  the  animal 
has  fix  grinders  on  both  tides  of 
each  jaw.  DiredUy  before  the  horns 
there  is  a  knob,  which  proceeds 
from  an  elevation  of  part  of  the 
cranium,  and  projects  two  inches 
above  the  furface ;  and  behind  them, 
or  in  the  crag  of  the  neck,  there  are 
two  (mailer  ones,  which  are  form¬ 
ed  by  the  fubjacent  glands.  The 
horns  are  feven  inches  long,  i.  e.  a 
little  (hotter  than  the  ears ;  they 
rather  incline  backwards,  and  are 
a  little  broader  and  rounded  off  at 
the  ends,  where  they  are  encircled 
with  long  hairs,  which  reach  be¬ 
yond  the  homy  part,  forming-  a 
tuft.  In  fine,  the  horns  are  cover¬ 
ed,  like  thofe  of  other  animals, 
with  a  cutaneous  and  hairy  fub- 
ftance  ;  but  the  interior  fnbftance 
of  them  is  laid  to  referable  the  heart 
or  bony  part  of  the  horns  of  ga- 
zels  and  oxen,  and  to  beppoceiies 
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of  the  (cull  itfelf.  On  the  horns 
of  this  beaft,  when  aged,  there  have 
been  obterved  fmall  irregular  eleva¬ 
tions,  which  M.  Allamand  fuppofes 
to  be  the  (hoots  of  future  branches. 

The  colour  of  this  beaft  is  a 
white  ground,  with  large  reddifh 
fpots,  (landing  pretty  dofe  to  each 
other;  which  (pots,  in  the  more 
aged  animals,  incline  to  a  dark- 
brown  or  black,  but  in  the  others 
border  upon  the  yellow.  The  tail 
is  fmall  and  (lender,  and  is  termi¬ 
nated  by  a  large  tuft  of  very  coarfe 
and  moftly  black  fetaceous  hairs  ; 
the  fore  parts  of  the  hoofs  are  mufch 
higher  than  the  back  parts.  This 
creature  has  no  fetlocks,  as  all  other 
hoofed  animals  have. 

u  This  animal  when  it  goes  fad 
does  not  limp,  as  1'ome  have  ima¬ 
gined,  but  fometimes  paces,  and 
fometimes  gallops.  Every  time  it 
lifts  up  its  fore  feet  it  throws  its 
neck  back,  which  on  other  occa- 
flans  it  holds  ere  ft ;  notwithftand- 
mg  this,  it  is  by  no  means  How 
when  purfued,  as  M.  de  Buffon 
fuppofes  it  to  be,  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  requires  a  fleet  horfe  to 
hunt  it. 

u  In  eating  the  vrafs  from  off 

o  o 

the  ground,  it  fometimes  bends  one 
of  its  knees,  as  horfes  do  ;  and  in 
plucking  leaves  and  fmall  branches 
from  high  trees,  it  brings  its  fore 
feet  about  a  foot  and  a  half  nearer 
than  common  to  the  hind  feet.  A 
Camelopardalis  which  major  Gor¬ 
don  wounded  in  the  lev,  fo  that  it 
could  not  raife  itfelf  from  the 
ground,  neverthelefs  did  not  fheW 
the  lead  tigns  of  anger  or  refent- 
ment ;  but  when  its  throat  was  cut, 
fpurned  againft  the  ground  with  a 
force  far  beyond  that  of  any  other 
animal.  Th.e  vifeera  refcmbled  thofe 
of  gaze  Is,  but  this  animal  had  no 
porus  ccrberus.  The  flelh  of  the 

K  young 
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young  ones  is  very  good  eating,  for  the  fake  of  this  hunt  the  bead, 
but  fometimes  has  a  drong  flavour  and  kill  it  with  their  poi foiled  ar- 
of  a  certain  fhrub,  which  is  fup-  rows.  Of  the  (kin  they  make  vef- 
pofed  to  be  a  fpecies  of  mimofa.  fels,  in  which  they  keep  water  and 
The  Hottentots  are  particularly  other  liquors.” 
fond  of  the  marrow,  and  chiefly 


An  ACCOUNT  of  an  ARTIFICIAL  SPRING  of  WATER.  By 

Erasmus  Darwin,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 

[From  the  Seventy-fifth  Volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions.] 

«  /"NOnfident  that  every  atom  the  water  rofe  within  two  feet  of 
which,  may  contribute  to  the  top  of  the  well. 

Increafe  the  treafurv  of  ufeful  know-  “  Having  obferved  that  a  very 

ledge,  which  you  are  fo  fuccefs-  copious  fpring,  called  St.  Alkmund’s 
fully  endeavouring  to  accumulate,  well,  rofe  out  of  the  ground  about 
will  be  agreeable  and  interefling  to  half  a  mile  higher  on  the  fame  fide 
the  Society,  I  fend  you  an  account  of  the  Darwent,  the  level  of  which 
of  an  artificial  lpring  of  water,  I  knew  by  the  height  of  the  inter- 
which  I  produced  laft  fummer  near  vening  wier  to  be  about  four  or 
the  fide  of  the  river  Darwent,  in  five  feet  above  the  ground  about  my 
Derby.  well ;  and  having  obferved,  that 

“  Near  my  houfe  was  an  old  the  higher  lands,  at  the  difiance  of 
well,  about  one  hundred  yards  from  a  mile  or  two  behind  thefe  wells, 
the  river,  and  about  four  yards  confided  of  red  marl  like  that  in 
deep,  which  had  been  many  years  the  well,  I  concluded,  that,  if  I 
difufed  on  account  of  the  badnels  iliou Id  bore  through  this  flratum  of 
of  the  water,  which  I  found  to  marl,  I  might  probably  gain  a  wa~ 
contain  much  vitriolic  acid,  with,  ter  fimilar  to  that  of  Sr.  Alkmund’s 
rat  the  fame  time,  a  flight  fulphu-  well,  and  hoped  that  at  the  fame 
jxous  fmell  and  tafle  ;  but  did  not  time  it  might  rife  above  the  furface 
carefully  -analyfe  it.  The  mouth  of  my  old  well  to  the  level  of  St. 
of  this  well  was  about  four  feet  Alkmund’s. 

above  the  furface  of  the  river  ;  and  u  With  this  intent  a  pump  was 
die  ground,  through  which  it  was  fir  ft  put  down  for  the  purpole  of 
funk,  confided  of  a  black,  loofe,  more  eafily  keeping  dry  the  bottom 
moid  earth,  which  appeared  to  have  of  the  old  well,  and  a  hole  about 
been  very  lately  a  morafs,  and  is  two  and  an  half  inches  diameter 
Slow  covered  with  houfes  builuipon  •  was  then  bored  about  thirteen  yards 
piles.  At  the  bottom  was  found  a  below  the  bottom  of  the  well,  till 
bed  of  red  friar fi  and  the  fpring,  forne  land  was  brought  by  the  am 
which  was  fo  ftreng  as  to  give  up  ger.  A  wooden  pipe,  which  was 
many  hogflieads  in  a  day,  oozed  previoufly  cut  in  a  conical  form  at 
from  between  the  moiafs  and  t lie  one  end,  and  armed  with  an  iron 
marl  :  it  lay  about  eight  feet  bc-.:  ring  at  the  other,  was  driven  into 
aearh  the  furface  of  the  river,  and  the  top  of  this  hole,  and  dood  up 
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about  two  yards  from  the  bottom  of 
the  well,  and  being  furroimded  with 
well  rammed  clay,  the  new  water 
afcended  in  a  fmall  llream  through 
the  wooden  pipe. 

44  Our  next  operation  was  to 
build  a  wall  of  clay  again  ft  the  mo- 
rally  lides  of  the  well,  with  a  wall 
of  well-bricks  internally,  up  to  the 
top  of  it.  This  completely  hopped 
out  every  drop  of  the  old  water  ; 
and,  on  taking  out  the  plug  which 
had  been  put  in  the  wooden  pipe, 
the  new  water  in  two  or  three  days 
role  up  to  the  top,  and  flowed  over 
the  edges  of  the  well. 

44  Afterwards,  to  gratify  my  cu- 
rioiity  in  feeing  how  high  the  new 
fpring  would  rife,  and  for  the  agree¬ 
able  purpol’e  of  procuring  the  wa¬ 
ter  at  all  times  quite  cold  andfrefh, 
I  dire  Red  a  pipe  of  lead,  about 
eight  yards  long,  and  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  an  inch  diameter,  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  through  the  wooden  pipe 
deferibed  above,  into  the  ftratum 
of  marl  at  the  bottom  of  the  well, 
fo  as  to  ftand  about  three  feet  above 
the  furface  of  the  ground.  Near 
the  bottom  of  this  leaden  pipe  was 
fewed,  between  two  leaden  rings  or 
flanches,  an  inverted  cone  of  ftiff 
leather,  into  which  fome  wool  was 
Huffed  to  ftret.ch  it  out,  fo  that,  al¬ 
ter  having  palled  through  the  wood¬ 
en  pipe,  it  might  completely  fill 
up  the  perforation  of  the  clay.  An¬ 
other  leaden  ring  or  flanch  was  fol- 
dered  round  the  leaden  pipe,  about 
two  yards  below  the  furface  of  the 
ground,  which,  with  l'ome  doubles 
of  flannel  placed  under  it,  was 
nailed  on  the  top  of  the  wooden 
pipe,  by  which  means  the  water 
was  perfectly  precluded  from  riling 
between  the  wooden  and  the  leaden 
pipes. 

44  This  being  accompliflied,  the 
bottom  of  the  well  remained  quite 
dry,  and  the  new  water  quickly 


rofe  about  a  foot  above  the  top  of 
the  well  in  the  leaden  pipe  ;  and, 
on  bending  the  mouth  of  this- pips 
to  the  level  of  the  furface  of  tire 
ground,  about  two  hogflieads  of 
water  flowed  from  it  in  twentyvfour 
hours,  which  had  flmilar  proper¬ 
ties  with  the  water 'of  St.  Aik- 
murid’s  well,  as  on  companion  both 
thefe  waters  curdled’ a  ibluti  m  of 
foap  in  fpirit  of  wine,  and  abound¬ 
ed  with  calcareous  earth,  which  was 
copioufly  precipitated  by  a  folution 
of  fixed  alkali j  but  the  new  water 
was  found- to  pofiefs  a  greater  abun¬ 
dance  of  it,  together  with  nume¬ 
rous  fmall  bubbles  of  aerial  acid  or 
calcareous  gas. 

44  The  new  water  has  now  flow¬ 
ed  about  twelve  months,  and,  as 
far  as  I  can  judge,  is  already  in- 
created  to  alinoft  double  the  quan¬ 
tity  in  a  given  time  ;  and  from  the 
rude  experiments  I  made,  I  think 
it  is  now  lefs  replete  with  calcareous 
earth,  approaching  gradually  to  an 
ex  aft  correfpondence  with  St.  Alk- 
mund’s  well,  as  it  probably  has  its 
origin  between  the  fame  flra.ta  of 
earth. 

44  As  many  mountains  bear  in- 
contefiable  marks  of  their  having: 

o 

been  forcibly  railed  up  by  fome 
power  beneath  them  ;  and  other 
mountains,  and  even  iflands,  have 
been  lifted  up  by  fubterraneous 
fires  in  our  own  times,  we  may 
fafely  reafon  on  the  fame  fuppo- 
fition  in  refpedl  to  all  other  great 
elevations  of  ground.  Proofs  of 
thefe  circumftances  are  to  be  feen 
on  both  tides  of  this  past  of  the 
country.  Whoever  will  infpecl, 
with  the  eye  of  a  philofopher,  the 
lime-ntpuntain  at  Breedon,  on  the 
edge  of  Leicefterfitire,  will  not  he- 
ntate  a  moment  in  pronouncing, 
that  it  has  been  forcibly  elevated 
by  fome  power  beneath  it  ;  for  it  is 
of  a  conical  form,  with  the  apex 
K  2  ' cufe 
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cut  off,  and  the  drata,  which  com- 
pofe  the  central  parts  of  it,  and 
which  are  found  nearly  horizontal 
in  the  plain,  are  railed  almod  per¬ 
pendicularly,  and  placed  upon  their 
edges,  while  thofe  on  each  lide  de¬ 
cline  like  the  furface  of  the  hill  ; 
fo  that  this  mountain  may  well  be 
reprefented  by  a  bur  made  by  fore- 
ing  a  bodkin  through  feveral  paral¬ 
lel  fheets  of  paper*  At  Router,  or 
Eagle-done,  in  the  Peak,  feveral 
largd  maffes  of  grit-ftone  are  feen 
on  the  fide s  and  bottom  of  the 
mountain,  which  by  their  form 
evince  from  what  parts  of  the  fum- 
rnit  they  were  broken  off  at  the 
time  it  was  elevated  ;  and  the  nu¬ 
merous  loofe  Hones  fcattered  about 
the  plains  in  its  vicinity,  and  half 
buried  in  the  earth,  muft  have  been 
thrown  out  by  explodons,and  prove 
the  volcanic  origin  of  the  moun¬ 
tain.  Add  to  this  the  vaft  beds  of 
toad-done  or  lava  in  many  parts  of 
this  county,  fo  accurately  deferib- 
ed,  and  fo'  well  explained,  by  Mr. 
Whitehurft,  in  his  Theory  of  the 
Formation  of  the  Earth. 

44  Now  as  all  great  elevations  of 
ground  have  been  thus  raifed  by 
fubterraneous  fires,  and  in  a  long 
courfe  of  time  their  fummits  have 
been  worn  away,  it  happens  that 
fome  of  the  more  interior  drata  of 
the  earth  are  expofed  naked  on  the 
tops  of  mountains ;  and  that,  in 
general,  thofe  drata,  which  lie  up- 
permoft,  or  neared  to  the  fummit 
of  the  mountain,  are  the  lowed  in 
the  contiguous  plains.  This  will 
be  readily  conceived,  if  the  bur, 
made  by  thru  ding  a  bodkin  through 
feveral  parallel  fleets  of  paper,  had 
a  part  of  its  apex  cut  oft  by  a  pen¬ 
knife,  and  is  well  explained  by 
Mr.  Michel!,  in  an  ingenious  pa¬ 
per  on  the  Phenomena  of  Earth¬ 
quakes,  publifhed  a  few  years  ago 
in  the  Philofophical  T ra$factions . 


u  And  as  the  more  elevated  parts 
of  a  country  are  fo  much  colder 
than  the  vallies,  owing  perhaps  to 
a  concurrence  of  two  or  three 
caufes,  but  particularly  to  the  lets 
condenfed  date  of  the  air  upon, 
hills,  which  thence  becomes  a  bet¬ 
ter  conductor  of  heat,  as  well  as 
*of  electricity,  and  permits  it  to 
efcape  the  fader ;  it  is  from  the 
water  condenfed  on  thefe  cold  fur- 
faces  of  mountains,  that  our  com¬ 
mon  cold  fprings  have  their  origin  ; 
and  which,  hiding  between  two  of 
the  drata  above  deferibed,  defeend 
till  they  find  or  make  themfelves  an 
outlet,  and  will  in  confequence  rife 
to  a  level  with  the  part  of  the 
mountain  where  they  originated. 
And  hence,  if  by  piercing  the  earth 
you  gain  a  fpring  between  the  fe- 
cond  and  third,  or  third  and  fourth 
dratum,  it  mud  generally  happen 
that  the  water  from  the  l@wed  dra¬ 
tum  will  rife  the  highed,  if  con¬ 
fined  in  pipes,  becaufe  it  comes 
originally  from  a  higher  part  of 
the  country  in  its  vicinity. 

44  The  increafing  quantity  of 
this  new  fpring,  and  its  increafing 
purity,  I  fuppofe  to  be  owing  to 
its  continually  diffolving  a  part  of 
the  earth  it  paffes  through,  and 
hence  making  itfelf  a  wider  chan¬ 
nel,  and  that  through  materials  of 
lefs  folubility.  Hence  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  older  and  dronger 
fprings  are  generally  the  purer ; 
and  that  all  fprings  were  originally 
loaded  with  the  l'oluble  impurities 
of  the  drata,  through  which  thev 
tranfuded. 

44  Since  the  above-related  expe¬ 
riment  was  made,  I  have  read  with 
pleafure  the  ingenious  account  of 
the  King’s  wells  at  Sheernefs,  in 
the  lad  volume  of  the  Tranfadf  ions, 
by  fir  Thornes  Hyde  Page,  in  which 
the  water  role  th  ee  hundred  feet 
above  its  fource  in  the  well  ;  and 

have 
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have  alfo  been  informed,  that  in 
the  town  of  Richmond,  in  Surrey, 
and  at  Inihip  near  Prefton,  in  Lan- 
cafhire,  it  is  ufual  to  bore  for  water 
through  a  lower  drat  urn  of  earth  to 
a  certain  depth  ;  and  that  when  it 
is  found  at  both  thofe  places,  it 
rifes  fo  hitch  as  to  overflow  the  fur- 

0  _ 

face  of  the  well :  all  theie  tacts 
contribute  to  efiablifh.  the  theory 


above  mentioned.  And  there  is 
reafon  to  conclude,  that  if  limilar 
experiments  were  made,  artificial 
fprings,  riling  above  ground,  might 
in  many  places  be  thus  produced  at 
finall  expence,  both  for  the  com¬ 
mon  purpofes  of  life,  and  for  the 
great  improvement  of  lands  by  oc* 
calionally  watering  them,” 


EXTRACT  from  the  llev.  Mr.  Morgan’s  OBSERVATIONS  and 
EXPERIMENTS  on  the  LIGHT  of  BODIES  in  a  STATE  of 
COMBUSTION. 

[From  the  fame  Publication.] 


<c  rnr^HE  difeuflion  which  I  now 
wifli  to  lay  before  the 
Royal  Society  is  nothing  more  than 
a  feries  of  facts,  and  of  concluflons 
which  leem  to  flow  from  thofe  fadts, 
and  from  an  attention  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  data. 

“  I.  That  light  is  a  body,  and, 
like  all  other  bodies,  fubjedt  to  the 
laws  of  attraction. 

u  II.  That  light  is  an  heteroge¬ 
neous  body,  and  that  the  fame  at¬ 
tractive  power  operates  with  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  of  force  on  its  dif¬ 
ferent  parts. 

“  III.  That  the  light  which 
efcapes  from  combuflibles  when  de¬ 
composed  by  heat,  or  by  any  other 
means,  was,  previoufly  to  its  efcape, 
a  component  part  of  thofe  fub- 
ftances. 

<£  [t  is  an  obvious  concluflon 
from  thefe  data,  that  when  the  at¬ 
tractive  force,  by  which  the  feveral 
rays  of  light  are  attached  to  a 
body,  is  weakened,  fome  of  thofe 
rays  will  efcape  fooner  than  others. 
Thofe  which  are  united  with  the 
lead:  degree  of  power  will  efcape  firfl, 
and  thofe  which  adhere  to  it  moli 
flrongly  will  (if  I  may  be  allowed 


the  expreflion)  be  the  lad:  to  quit 
their  balL.  We  may  here  have  re- 
cou  rle  to  a  familiar  fadt,  which  is 
analogous  to  this,  and  will  illudrate 
it.  If  a  mixture,  con  lifting  of 
equal  parts  of  water,  of  fpints  of 
wine,  and  of  other  more  fixed  bo¬ 
dies,  be  placed  over  a  fire ;  the 
firfl  influence  of  that  heat,  to  which 
all  the  ingredients  are  alike  expofed, 
will  carry  off  the  fpirits  of  wine 
only.  The  next  will  carry  off  the 
fpirits  of  wine  blended  with  par¬ 
ticles  of  water.  A  dill  greater  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  will  blend  with  the 
vapour  which  efcapes  a  part  of  the 
more  fixed  bodies,  till  at  length 
what  evaporates  will  be  a  mixture 
of  all  the  ingredients  which  were 
at  firfl:  expofed  to  the  fire.  In  like 
manner,  when  the  furface  of  a 
combudible  is  in  a  date  of  decom- 
polition,  thofe  parts  which  are  the 
lead:  fixed,  or  which  are  united  to 
it  with  the  lead:  force,  will  be  fepa- 
rated  firfl.  Amongfl  thefe  the  in¬ 
digo  rays  of  light  will  make  the 
earliefl  appearance.  By  increafing 
the  heat  we  fhall  mix  the  violet 
with  the  indigo.  By  increafing  it 
ftill  more  we  fhall  add  the  blue  and 
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the  green  to  the  mixture,  till  at 
length  we  reach  that  intenfity  of 
heat  which  will  c a ufe  all  the  rays  to 
efcape  at  the  fame  inftant,  and  make 
the  flame  of  a  combuftible  perfectly 
white.  It  Is  not  my  prefent  defign 
to  jfliew  why  the  mofc  refrangible 
rays  are  the  firft  which  efcape  from 
a  burning  'body,  but.  to  enumerate 
the  feveral  facts  which  feem  to 
ihew,  that  fuch  a  general  law  takes 
place  in  combuffion  ;  and  that  the 
various  colours  of  bodies  in  this 
fate  are  uniformly  regulated  by 
that  decreafe  of  attractive  force  now 
cieferibed. 

46  By  examining  the  flame  of  a 
common  candle  we  may  obferve, 
that  its  lowed:  extremities,  or  the 
part  in  which  the  black  colour  of 
the  wick  terminates,  dife barges  the 
leaf  heat;  and  that,  as  the  vertex 
of  the  fame  is  approached,  a  fuc- 
ceffive  order  of  parts  is  palled 
through,  in  which  the  loweft  is 
continually  adding  to  the  heat  of 
what  is  juft  above  it,  till  we  come 
to  the  top  of  the  flame,  near  which 
all  the  heat  is  collected  into  a  focus. 
At  the  lowed  extremity,  however, 
where  the  heat  is  inconfiderable,  a 
blue  colour  may  be  always  other  v- 
ed  ;  and  from  this  appearance, 
among  ft  others,  It  may,  I  think, 
be  lately  concluded,  that  the  blue 
ravs  are  feme  of  thole  which  efcape 
from  combwllibl.es  in  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  their  decompofition  ;  arid 
that  if  the  decompofition  could  be 
examined  in  a  period  Hill  more 
early,  the  colour  of  their  flame 
would  be  violet.  By  am  a  priori 
deduction  of  this  kind,  I  was  led 
to  watch  the  appearances  of  a  can¬ 
dle  more  attentively  ;  whence  I 
found  that  to  the  external  boundary 
of  a  common  candle  is  annexed  a 
filament  of  light,  which,  if  proper 
care  be  taken  to  prevent  the  efcape 
of  too  much  i'mokc,  will  appear 


mod  beautifully  coloured  with  the 

J 

violet  and  indigo  rays.  To  the  pre¬ 
ceding  inftance  of  a  common  can- 

O  % 

die  many  facts  may  be  added,  which 
fpeak  a  fimilar  language.  If  lul- 
phur  or  rather  is  burned,  or  any  of 
thole  combuftibles"  whole  vapour  is 
kindled  in  a  fmall  degree  of  heat,  a 
blue  flame  will  appear,  which,  it 
examined  by  the  prifm,  will  be 
found  to  conliit  of  the  violet,  the 
indigo,  the  blue,  and  fometimes  a 
fmall  quantity  of  the  green  rays. 
The  belt  mode,  however,  of  fhew- 
ing  the  efcape  of  fome  rays  by  that 
degree  of  heat  which  will  not  fe- 
parate  others  till  increafed,  is  the 
following.  Give  a  piece  of  brown 
paper  a  fpherical  form,  by  preffing 
it  upon  any  hard  globular  fubfiance. 
Gradually  bring  the  paper,  thus 
formed,  to  that  di fiance  from  the 
candle  at  which  it  will  begin  to 
take  fire.  In  this  cafe  a  beautiful 
blue  flame  may  be  feen,  hanging  as 
it  were  by  the  paper  till  a  hole  is 
made  in  it,  when  the  flame,  owing 
to  the  increafed  action  of  the  air 
upon  all  parts  of  it,  becomes  white, 
though  the  edges  fiill  continue  of 
a  blue  or  violet  colour.  As  a  con¬ 
firmation  of  what  I  have  concluded 
from  the  preceding  facts,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  the  very  flame 
which,  when  expofed  to  a  certain 
degree  of  heat,  emitted  the  molt 
refrangible  rays  only,  will,  if  ex¬ 
pofed  to  a  greater  degree  of  heat, 
emit  fuch  as  are  lefs  refrangible. 
The  flames  of  fulphur,  fpirits  of 
ivine,  &c.  when  fudderily  expofed 
to  the  heat  of  a  reverberatory, 
change  their  blue  appearance  for 
that  which  is  perfectly  white.  But 
to  gain  a  more  (h  iking  diversity  of 
this  fa6t,  I  adopted  Mr.  MelvilBs 
mode  of  examining  bodies  whilfi  on 
fire.  I  darkened  my  room,  and 
placed  between  my  eye  and  the 
eombuAible  a  fheet  of  pafie-hoard, 
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in  the  center  of  which  I  made  a 
final  1  perforation.  As  the  light  of 
the  burning  body  efcaped  through 
this  perforation,  I  examined  it  with 
a  prifm,  and  obferved  the  follow¬ 
ing-  appearances.  When  the  {pi¬ 
nts  of  wine  were  fet  on  fire,  all 
the  rays  appeared  in  the  perfora¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  violet,  the  blue,  and 
the  green, in  the  greateft. abundance. 
When  the  combuffion  of  the  {pints 
was  checked,  by  throwing  fome 
fal  ammoniac  into  the  mixture,  the 
red  rays  dilappeared  ;  but  when, 
by  the  long  continuance  of  the 
fame,  the  fal  ammoniac  wras  ren¬ 
dered  fo  hot  as  to  increafe  rather 
than  diminifh.  the  combuffion,  the 
red  rays  again  appeared  at  the  per¬ 
foration.  If  the  fereen  was  ma¬ 
naged  fo  that  the  different  parts  of 
the  fame  might  be  examined  fepa- 
rately,  I  always  obferved  that  the 
colours  varied  according  to  the  de- 

o 

sree  of  heat.  At  the  bale  of  the 
flame,  or  where  the  heat  was  leaf, 
the  indigo,  the  violet,  and  a  very 
fmall  tinge  of  the  blue  and  green 
appeared.  As  I  approached  the 
vertex  of  the  flame,  the  rays  which 
efcaped  became  more  and  more  nu¬ 
merous  till  I  reached  the  top,  when 
all  the  rays  appeared  in  the  prifm. 
It  fhould  be  attended  to,  that  when 
the  red  rays  flrft .  made  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  their  quantity  was  fmall, 
and  gradually  increafed  as  the  eye 
in  its  examination  approached  that 
part  where  the  heat  was  greateff. 
Mr.  Melvill,  when  he  made  forae 
of  the  preceding  experiments,  ob¬ 
ferved  that  the  yellow  rays  fre¬ 
quently  efcaped  in  the  greateff 
abundance  ;  but  this  iirigulari.ty 
proceeded  from  fome  circumtlances 
which  efcaped  his  attention.  In 
confequence  of  mixing  acids  or 
falts  with  the  burning  fpirits,  a 
very  denfe  fume  of  unignited  par¬ 
ticles  arifes,  and  before  the  rays  of 


the  burning  body  arrive  at  the  per¬ 
foration  where  the  prifm  catches 
them,  they  muff  pals  through  a 
medium  which  will  abforb  a  great 
part  of  the  indigo  and  the  violet. 
On  the  other  hand,  owing  to  the 
imperfection  of  the  decompofltion, 
very  few  of  the  red  rays  are  fepa- 
rated  from  their  balls,  and  confe- 
quentiy  the  yellow  and  the.  orange 
rays  are  thole  alone  which  pafs 
through  the  unburnt  fmoke  of  the 
.flame. 

44  I  would  now  proceed  with  ob- 
ferving,  that,  befides  the  increafe 
or  decr.eafe  of  heat,  there  are  other 
modes  of  retarding  or  accelerating 
the  combuffion  of  bodies,  by  which 
alfo  may  be  examined  fome  of  the 
preceding  illuffrations. 

44  i.  A  candle  burns  moil  ra¬ 
pidly  and  brilliantly  in  dephlogi- 
fficated  air.  . 

44  2.  The  blue  colour  of  a  ful- 
phureous  flame  in  pure  air  is  chang¬ 
ed  into  a  dazzling  white. 

44  3.  The  flame  of  inflammable 
air,  when  mixed  with  nitrous  air, 
is  green.  It  is  white  ffrongly  ting¬ 
ed  with  the  indigo  and  violet  when 
mixed  with  common  air  ;  but  when 
mixed  with  dephlogifticated  air,  or 
furrounded  by  it,  the  brilliancy  of 
its  flame  is  moil  Angularly  beau¬ 
tiful. 

44  If  the  preceding  fads  prove 
that  light,  as  an  heterogeneous  bo¬ 
dy,  is  gradually  decompofed  dur¬ 
ing  combuflion ;  if  they  prove 
likewife,  that  the  indigo  rays  elcape 
with  the  leaff  heat,  and  the  red  with 
the  greateff;  I  think  we  may  ratio¬ 
nally  account  for  feveral'  Angulari¬ 
ties  in  the  colours  of  different 
flames.  If  a  piece  of  paper,  im¬ 
pregnated  with  a  fed  lit  ion  of  copper 
in  the  nitrous  acid,  be  fet  on  fire, 
the  bottom  and  tides  of  the  flame 
are  always  tinged  with  green.  Now 
this  flame  is  evidently  in  that  weak 
K  4  ffate 
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Hate  of  decompofition,  in  which  the 
moft  refrangible  rays  elcape  in  the 
greatefl  abundance ;  but  of  thefe 
rays  the  green  efcape  moll  plenti¬ 
fully  through  the  unignited  vapour 
and  that  portion  of  the  atinofphere 
which  feparates  the  eye  from  the 
flame.  The  peculiarity  which  I 
have  now  endeavoured  to  account 
for  may  be  obferved  in  the  greatefl 
perfection  in  brafs  founderies.  The 
heat  in  this  inflance,  though  very 
ftrong,  is  fcarcely  adequate  to  the 
decompofition  of  the  metallic  va¬ 
pour  which  efcapes  from  the  melt¬ 
ed  brafs.  A  very  lingular  flame 
therefore  appears  to  the  eye  ;  for 
while  its  edges  are  green,  its  body 
is  fuch  as  to  give  the  objects  around 
a  very  pallid  or  ghallly  appearance, 
which  is  the  confequence  of  its 
wanting  that  portion  of  red  rays 
which  is  necefiary  to  make  a  perfect 
white. 

44  The  mofl  lingular  phtenome- 
non  attending  a  burning  body  is 
perhaps  the  red  appearance  Waf- 
fumes  in  its  laft  ftage  of  combuflion. 
The  preceding  fa£ts  and  obferva- 
tions  may,  I  think,  help  us  to  ex¬ 
plain  it, 

44  i.  After  a  body  has  continued 
to  burn  for  fome  time,  its  external 
furface  is  to  be  regarded  as  having 
loll  a  great  portion,  if  not  the 
\Vhole  of  thofe  rays  which  the  firfl 
application  of  heat  was  able  to  fe- 
parate.  But  thefe  rays  were  the 
indigo,  the  violet,  the  blue,  and 
perhaps  the  green.  Nothing,  there¬ 
fore,  will  remain  to  be  feparated, 
but  the  yellow,  the  orange,  and 
the  red.  Confequently  the  com¬ 
buflion  of  the  body,  in  its  laft  flate 
of  decompofition,  can  a  (fume  no 
other  than  a  reddifh  appearance. 
But, 

it  2 .  Let  us  confider  the  exter¬ 
nal  furface  of  the  combuflible  as 
annexed  to  an  inner  furface?  which 


may  be  partly,  but  not  fo  perfectly 
decompofed  as  itfelf ;  for  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  heat  will  be  found  to 
leffen  in  its  effeCls  the  nearer  it  ap¬ 
proaches  to  the  centre  of  the  fub- 
llance  which  is  expofed  to  it. 
Hence  we  are  to  confider  the  parts 
which  are  juft  covered  by  the  ex¬ 
ternal  furface  as  having  loft  lefs  oi 
their  component  light  than  the  ex¬ 
ternal  furface  itfelf.  Or  the  former 
may  retain  the  green  rays  when  the 
latter  has  loft  both  indigo,  violet, 
blue,  and  green. 

44  3.  Thole  parts  which  arc 
nearer  the  center  of  the  body  than 
either  of  the  preceding  mull,  as 
they  are  farther  from  the  greatefl 
violence  of  the  heat,  have  loft  pro- 
portionably  fewer  of  their  rays. 
Or  while  the  more  external  parts 
may  have  loft  all  but  the  red,  thefe 
may  have  loft  only  the  indigo  and 
violet. 

44  4.  The  rnoft  central  parts 
may  be  unaffected  by  the  heat  ; 
and  whenever  the  lire  does  reach 
thefe  parts,  they  will  immediately 
difeharge  their  indigo  rays,  and  be 
decompofed  in  the  gradual  manner 
which  I  have  already  deferibed. 
A  piece  of  rotten  wood,  whilft  burn¬ 
ing,  will  exemplify  and  confirm  the 
preceding  illuftration.  When  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  external  air  only, 
if  examined  through  a  prifm,  no 
rays  will  be  found  to  efcape  but  the 
orange  and  the  red.  Bv  blowing 
upon  the  burning  wood  with  a  pair 
ot  bellows,  the  combuflion,  being 
increafed,  will  affecl  thofe  internal 
parts  of  the  body  which  were  not 
a  died  upon  before.  Thefe  parts, 
therefore,  will  begin  to  lofe  their 
light,  and  a  prifm  wall  fhew  the 
green,  the  blue,  the  violet,  and  in¬ 
digo,  all  appearing  in  fucceftion. 
Appearances  limilar  to  the  precede 
ing  may  be  obferved  in  a  common 
kitchen  fife.  When  it  is  faintell, 

m 


ON  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  HEAVENS.  [153] 


its  colour  is  moil  red,  the  other 
rays  having  been  emitted,  and  the 
combuflion  at  a  ftand  ;  but  by 
blowing  upon  it  in  this  hate,  its 
bi  •is'htnefs  will  be  increafed,  and 

o  7 

more  and  more  of  the  rays  which 
are  yielded  by  the  internal  parts  of 
the  body  will  come  to  the  eye,  till 
at  length,  by  continuing  to  blow, 
the  combuflion  will  be  made  fo 
complete  as  to  yield  all  the  rays, 
or  to  make  it  appear  perfectly 
white. 

u  Many  are  the  varieties  difco- 
verable  in  the  flames  and  in  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  fixed  burning  bodies 
to  which  the  preceding  obfervations 
may  be  applied  ;  but,  to  avoid  1111- 
neceffary  amplification,  I  will  take 
notice  only  of  what  appears  to  me 
an  imperfection  in  fir  Ifaac  New- 
ton’s  definition  of  flame.  He  con¬ 
jectures,  that  it  may  be  a  vapour 
heated  red-hot.  I  think  I  fhould 
rather  fay,  that  flame  is  an  inftance 
of  combuflion,  whofe  colour  will 
be  determined  by  the  degree  of  de- 


compolrtion  which  takes  place.  If 
it  be  very  imperfeCt,  the  mofl  re¬ 
frangible  rays  only  will  appear. 
If  it  be  very  perfeCt,  all  the  rays 
will  appear,  and  its  flame  will  be 
brilliant  in  proportion  to  this  per¬ 
fection.  There  are  flames,  how¬ 
ever,  which  confift  of  burning  par¬ 
ticles,  whofe  rays  have  partly 
efcaped  before  they  a fc ended  in  the 
form  of  vapour.  Such  would  be 
the  flame  of  a  red-hot  coal,  if  ex- 
poled  to  fuch  a  heat  as  would  gra¬ 
dually  dilperfe  it  into  vapour. 
When  the  fire  is- very  low  under 
the  furnace  of  an  iron  foundery, 
at  the  upper  orifice  of  the  chimney 
a  red  flame  of  this  kind  may  be 
been,  which  is  different  from  the 
flame  that  appears  immediately  af¬ 
ter  frefn  coals  have  been  thrown 
upon  the  fire  ;  for,  in  confequence 
of  adding  fuch  a  fupply  to  the 
burning^  fuel,  a  vail  column  of 
fmoke  afcends,  and  forms  a  medium 
fo  thick  as  to  abforb  mofl  of  the 
rays,  excepting  the  red.” 


EXTRACT  fromMr.HERscHEL’s  PAPER  on  the  CONSTRUCTION 

of  the  HEAVENS. 

[  From  the  fame  Publication.  ] 


THE  fubject  of  the  conflruc- 
tion  of  the  heavens,  on 
which  I  have  fo  lately  ventured  to 
deliver  my  thoughts  to  this  Society, 
is  of  fo  extenlive  and  important  a 
nature,  that  we  cannot  exert  too 
much  attention  in  our  endeavours 
to  throw  all  polfible  light  upon  it : 
I  fhall,  therefore,  now  attempt  to 
purfue  the  delineations  of  which  a 
faint  outline  was  begun  in  my 
former  paper. 

“  By  continuing  to  obferve  the 
heavens  with  my  lafl  conflruCted, 
and  fince  that  time  much  improved 


inflrument,  I  am  now  enabled  to 
bring  more  confirmation  to  feveral 
parts  that  were  before  but  weakly 
lupported,  and  alfo  to  offer  a  few 
ftill  farther  extended  hints,  fuch  as 
they  prefent  themfelves  to  my  pre- 
fent  view.  But  firft  let  me  men¬ 
tion,  that,  if  we  would  hope  to 
make  any  progrefs  in  an  inveffiga- 
tion  of  this  delicate  nature,  we 
ought  to  avoid  uyo  oppolite  ex¬ 
tremes,  of  which  I  can  hardly  fay 
which  is  the  mofl  dangerous.  If 
we  indulge  a  fanciful  imagination, 
and  build  worlds  of  pur  own,  we  mufl 

not 
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not  wonder  at  our  going-  wide  from 
the  path  of  truth  and  nature  ;  but 
thefe  will  vanifh  like  the  Carteftan 
vortices,  that  foon  gave  way  when 
better  theories  were  offered.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  we  add  obfervati- 
on  to  obfervation,  without  attempt¬ 
ing  to  draw  not  only  certain  con- 
Chilians,  but  aifo  conjectural  views 
from  them,  we  offend  againft  the 
very  end  for  which  only  oblerva- 
tions  ought  to  be  made.  I  will  en- 
deavcur  to  keep  a  proper  medium  ; 
but  if  I  fhovsld  deviate  from  that,  I 
could  wifti  not  to  fall  into  the  latter 
error. 

44  That  the  milky  way  is  a  mod 
extenffve  flratum  of  liars  of  vari¬ 
ous  fizes  admits  no  longer  of  the 
lead  doubt ;  and  that  our  fun  is 
actually  one  of  the  heavenly  bodies 
belonging  to  it  is  as  evident.  I 
have  now  viewed  and  gaged  this 
filming  zone  in  almoft  every  di~ 
rediion,  and  find  it  compofed  of 
i tars  whole  number,  by  the  account 
of  thefe  gages,  conllantly  increafes 
and  decreases  in  proportion  to  its 
apparent  brightnefs  to  the  naked 
eye.  But,  in  order  to  develop  the 
ideas  of  the  imiverfe,  that  have 
been  fuggefted  by  my  late  obferva- 
tjons,  it  will  be.  belt  to  take  the 
fubjeftt  from  a  point  of  view  at  a 
confiderable  diffance  both  of  fpace 
and  of  time. 

1 Theoretical  Fieiv- 

Let  us  then  fuppofe  number- 
lefs  liars,  of  various  llzes,  Matter¬ 
ed  over  an  indefinite  portion  of 
fpace  i'n  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  al- 
motl;  equally  diftributed  throughout 
the  whole.  The  laws  of  attraction, 
which  no  doubt  extend  to  the  re¬ 
mote  ll  regions  of  the  fixed  liars, 
will  operate  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
moll  probably  to  produce  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarkable  effects. 


Formation  of  Nebular, 

44  Form  I.  In  the  firfi  place, 
fince  we  have  fuppofed  the  liars  to 
be  of  various  fizes,  it  will  frequent¬ 
ly  happen  that  a  liar,  being  con- 
fiderably  larger  than  its  neighbour¬ 
ing  ones,  will  attract  them  more 
than  they  will  be  attracted  by  others 
that  are  immediately  around  them  ; 
by  which  means  they  will  be,  in 
time,  as  it  were  eondenfed  about  a 
centre  ;  or,  in  other  words,  form 
t'hemfelves  into  a  duller  of  liars  of 
almoft  a  globular  figure,  more  or 
lefs  regularly  fo,  according  to  the 
hze  and  original  difiance  of  the 
furrounding  liars.  The  perturba¬ 
tions  of  thole  mutual  attractions 
muft  undoubtedly  be  very  intri¬ 
cate,  as  we  may  eafily  comprehend 
by  coniidering  what  fir  Ifaac  New¬ 
ton  fays  in  the  firft  book  of  his 
Frincipia,  in  the  38th  and  follow¬ 
ing  problems.  But,  in  order  to  ap¬ 
ply  this  great  author’s  reafo-ning  of 
bodies  moving  in  ellipfes  to  fuch  as 
are  here,  for  a  while,  fuppofed  to 
have  no  other  motion  than  what 
their  mutual  gravity  has  imparted 
to  them,  we  mu  ft  fuppofe  the  con¬ 
jugate  axes  of  thefe  ellipfes  indefi¬ 
nitely  diminilhed,  whereby  the  el:- 
lipfes  will  become  if  wight  lines. 

44  Form  II.  The  next  cafe, 
which  will  alfo  happen  almoft  as 
frequently  as  the  former,  is  whete 
a  few  liars,  though  not  fuperior  in 
fize  to  the  reft,  may  chance  to  be 
rather  nearer  each  other  than  the 
fur  rounding'  ones  ;  for  here  alfo 
will  be  formed  a  prevailing  attrac¬ 
tion  in  the  combined  centre  of  gra¬ 
vity  of  them  all,  which  will  occa- 
fion  the  neighbor! tin?  liars  to  draw 
foge  theft;  not  indeed  fo  as  to  form 
a  regular  or  globular  figure,  but 
however  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be 
eondenfed  towards  the  common  cen¬ 
tre  of  gravity  of  the  whole  irre- 

*  gular 
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gular  clufter.  And  this  conjunc¬ 
tion  admits  of  the  utmoft  variety,  ot 
fhapes,  according  to  the  number 
and  iituation  of  the  liars  which  firit 
gave  rife  to  the  condenfation  of  the 
reft. 

“  Form  III.  From  the  compo- 
fttion  and  repeated  conjimdlioi'q  of 
both  the  foregoing  forms,  a  third 
may  be  derived,  when  many  large 
liars,  or  combined  fmall  ones,  are 
iituated  in  long  extended,  regular, 
or  crooked  rows,  hooks,  or  branches ; 
for  they  will  all'o  draw  the  furround- 
ing  ones,  fo  as  to  produce  figures 
of  condenfed  ftars  coarlely  fimilar 
to  the  former  which  gave  rife  to 
thefe  condenfations.  :k 

“  Form  IV.  We  may  likewife 
admit  of  ftill  more  extenlive  com¬ 
binations  ;  when,  at  the  fame  time 
that  a  clufter  of  ftars  is  forming  in 
one  part  of  fpace,  there  may  be  an¬ 
other  collecting  in  a  different,  but 
perhaps  not  far  diftant  quarter, 
which  may  occafion  a  mutual  ap¬ 
proach  towards  their  common  cen¬ 
tre  of  gravity. 

44  V.  In  the  laft  place,  as  a  natu¬ 
ral  confequence  of  the  former  cales, 
there  will  be  formed  great  cavities 
or  vacancies  by  the  retreat  of  the 
ftars  towards  the  various  centres 
which  attract  them  ;  fo  that,  upon 
the  whole,  there  is  evidently  a  field 
of  the  greateft  variety  for  the  mu¬ 
tual  and  combined  attractions  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  to  exert  them- 
felves  in.  I  fliall,  therefore,  with¬ 
out  extending  myfelf  farther  upon 
this  fubjedl,  proceed  to  a  few  con- 
iiderations,  that  will  naturally  oc¬ 
cur  to  every  one  who  may  view 
this  fubjedt  in  the  light  I  have  here 
done. 

Objections  confutercd. 

u  At  firft  fight  then  it  will  feem 
go  if  a  fyftem,  fiich  as?  it  has  been 


difplayed  in  the  foregoing  para¬ 
graphs,  would  evidently  tend  to  a 
general  deftrudtion,  by  the  fliock 
of  one  liar’s  falling  upon  another* 
It  would  here  be  a  fufficient  an- 
fwer  to  fay,  that  if  obfervation 
fliould  prove  this  really  to  be  the 
fyftem  of  the  univerfe,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  the  great  author  of 
it  has  amply  provided  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  whole,  though  it 
fliould  not  appear  to  us  in  what 
manner  this  is  effedfed.  But  I  fhali 
moreover  point  out  feyeral  circunl- 
ftances  that  do  manifeftly  tend  to  a 
general  prefervation ;  as,  in  the 
firft  place,  the  indefinite  extent  of 
the  fidereal  ■  heavens,  which  muft 
produce  a  balance  that  will  effec¬ 
tually  fecure  all  the  great  parts  of 
the  whole  from  approaching  to 
each  other.  There  remains  then 
only  to  fee  how  the  particular  ftars 
belonging  to  feparate  clufters  will 
be  preferved  from  rufliing  on  to 
their  centres  of  attradfion.  And 
here  I  muft  obferve,  that  though  I 
havfe  before,  by  way  of  rendering* 
the  cafe  more  fimple,  confidered 
the  ftars  as  being  originally  at  reft, 
I  intended  not  to  exclude  projec¬ 
tile  forces  •  and  the  admiifion  of 
them  will  prove  fuch  a  barrier 
againft  the  feemingdeftrudlive  pow¬ 
er  of  attradfion  as  to  fecure  from  it 
all  the  ftars  belonging  to  a  clufter, 
if  not  for  ever,  at  leaft  for  millions 
of  ages.  Befides,  we  ought  per¬ 
haps  to  look  upon  luch  clufters, 
and  the  dcftrudlion  of  now  and 
then  a  ftar,  in  fome  thoufands  of 
ages,  as  perhaps  the  very  means  by 
which  the  whole  is  preferved  and 
renewed.  Thefe  clufters  may  be 
the  laboratories  of  the  univerfe, 
if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  where¬ 
in  the  moft  falutary  remedies  for 
the  decay  of  the  whole  are  pre¬ 
pared. 


Optical 
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Optical  Appearances. 

From  this  theoretical  view  of 
the  heavens,  which  has  been  taken, 
as  we  obferved,  from  a  point  not 
lefs  diftant  in  time  than  in  fpace, 
we  will  now  retreat  to  our  own  re¬ 
tired  Ration  in  one  of  the  planets, 
attending  a  liar  in  its  great  combi¬ 
nation  with  number  lefs  others ; 
and,  in  order  to  inveiligate  what 
will  be  the  appearances  from  this 
contracted  fituation,  let  us  begin 
with  the  naked  eye.  The  liars  of 
the  firft  magnitude  being  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  the  neareft,  will  furnifii  us 
with  a  Hep  to  begin  our  fcale  ;  let¬ 
ting  off,  therefore,  with  the  di¬ 
stance  of  Sirius  or  ArClurus,  for 
inftance,  as  unity,  we  will  at  pre¬ 
sent  luppofe,  that  thofe  of  the  fe- 
cond  magnitude  are  at  double,  and 
thofe  of  the  third  at  treble  the  di- 
ilance,  and  fo  forth.  It  is  not  ne- 
ceffary  critically  to  examine,  what 
quantity  of  light  or  magnitude  of 
a  ftar  intitles  it  to  be  eftimated  of 
fuch  or  fuch  a  proportional  diftance, 
as  the  common  coarfe  eilimation 
will  anfwer  our  p refen t  purpofe  as 
well ;  taking  it  then  for  granted, 
that  a  liar  of  the  feventh  magni¬ 
tude  is  about  feven  times  as  far  as 
one  of  the  firft,  it  follows,  that  an 
obferver,  who  is  inclofed  in  a  glo¬ 
bular  duller  of  liars,  and  not  far 
from  the  centre,  will  never  be  able, 
with  the  naked  eye,  to  fee  to  the 
end  of  it ;  for,  lince,  according  to 
the  above  elliinations,  he  can  only 
extend  his  view  to  about  feven 
times  the  diftance  of  Sirius,  it  can¬ 
not  be  expected  that  his  eyes  fliould 
reach  the  borders  of  a  duller  which 
has  perhaps  not  lefs  than  fifty  liars 
in  depth  every  where  around  him. 
The  whole  univerfe,  therefore,  to 
him  will  be  comprifed  in  a  fet  of 
conftellations,  richly  ornamented 
yffth  fcattered  Ears  of  all  Sizes.  Or 


if  the  united  brightnefs  of  a  neigh  ¬ 
bouring.  duller  of  liars  fhould,  in 
a  remarkable  clear  night,  reach  his 
fight,  it  will  put  on  the  appearance 
of  a  fmall,  faint,  whitifh,  nebulous 
cloud,  not  to  be  perceived  without 
the  greateft  attention.  To  pafs  by 
other  fityations,  let  him  be  placed 
in  a  much  extended  ftratum,  or 
branching  duller  of  millions  of 
fiars,  fuch  as  may  fall  under  the 
third  form  of  nebula;  conlidered  in 
a  foregoing  paragraph.  Here  alfo 
the  heavens  will  not  only  be  richly 
fcattered  over  with  brilliant  con- 
ftellations,  but  a  Alining  zone  or 
milky  way  will  be  perceived  to  fur- 
round  the  whole  fphere  of  the  hea¬ 
vens,  owing  to  the  combined  light 
of  thofe  liars  which  are  too  fmall, 
that  is,  too  remote  to  be  feen.  Our 
obferver’s  light  will  be  fo  confined, 
that  he  will  imagine  this  fingle  col¬ 
lection  of  liars,  of  which  he  does 
not  even  perceive  the  thoufandth 
part,  to  be  the  whole  contents  of 
the  heavens.  Allowing:  him  now 
the  ufe  of  a  common  telefcope,  he 
begius  to  fufpeCl  that  all  the  milki- 
neis  of  the  bright  path  which  fur- 
rounds  the  lphere  may  be  owing  to 
liars.  He  perceives  a  few  clufters 
of  them  in  various  parts  of  the 
heavens,  and  finds  alfo  that  there 
are  a  kind  of  nebulous  patches  ; 
but  Hill  his  views  are  not  extended 
fo  far  as  to  reach  to  the  end  of  the 
ftratum  in  which  he  is  fituated,  fo 
that  he  looks  upon  thefe  patches  as 
belonging  to  that  fyftem  which  to 
him  feems  to  comprehend  every 
celeftial  objeft.  He  now  increafes 
his  power  of  vilion,  and,  applying 
himfelf  to  a  clofe  obfervation,  finds 
that  the  milky  way  is  indeed  no 
other  than  a  colledlion  of  very 
fmall  liars.  He  perceives  that  thofe 
objects  which  are  called  nebulae  are 
evidently  nothing  but  clufters  of 
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Ears.  He  finds  their  number  in- 
creafe  upon  him,  and  when  he  re- 
folves  one  nebula  into  Ears,  he  dif- 
covers  ten  new  ones  which  he  can¬ 
not  refolve.  He  then  forms  the 
Idea  of  immeilfe  flrata  of  fixed  liars, 
till,  going  on  with  fuch  inte  re  fling 
obfervations,  he  now  perceives  that 
all  thele  appearances  mull  natu¬ 
rally  arife  from  the  confined  iitua- 
tion  in  which  we  are  placed.  Con¬ 
fined  it  may  jutlly  be  called,  though 
in  no  lefs  a  fpace  than  what  before 
appeared  to  be  the  whole  region  of 
the  fixed  liars  ;  but  which  now  has 
aniimed  the  fhape  of  a  crookedly 
branching  nebula  ;  not  indeed  one 
of  the  lead,  but  perhaps  very  far 
from  being:  the  moll  conliderable  of 
thefe  numberlefs  cl  lifters  that  enter 
into  the  conftruftion  of  the  heavens. 

RcJ'ult  of  Obfervations . 

u  I  fliall  now  endeavour  to  fhew, 
tl\at  the  theoretical  view  of  the 
fyflem  of  the  univerfe,  which  has 
been  expoled  in  the  foregoing  part 
of  this  paper,  is  perfectly  confiftent 
with  fadts,  and  feems  to  be  con¬ 


firmed  and  eftablifhed  by  a  feries  of 
obfervations.  It  will  appear  that 
many  hundreds  of  nebulae  of  the 
firft  and  fecond  forms  are  actually 
to  be  feen  in  the  heavens,  and  their 
places  will  hereafter  be  pointed  out. 
Many  of  the  third  form  will  be  de- 
feribed,  and  inftances  of  the  fourth 
related.  A  few  of  the  cavities  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  lifth  will  be  particu- 
larifed,  though  many  more  have 
already  been  obferved ;  fo  that, 
upon  the  whole,  i  believe  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  foregoing  theore¬ 
tical  view,  with  all  its  conlequen- 
tial  appearances,  as  feen  by  an  eye 
inclofed  in  one  of  the  nebulae,  is 
no  other  than  a  drawing  from  na¬ 
ture,  wherein  the  features  of  the 
original  have  been  clofely  copied  ; 
and  I  hope  the  refemblance  will  not 
be  called  a  bad  one,  when  it  fliall 
be  confidered  how  very  limited  muft 

.  r 

be  the  pencil  of  an  inhabitant  of  fo 
finall  and  retired  a  portion  of  an  in¬ 
definite  fyflem  in  attempting  the 
picture  of  fo  unbounded  an  ex¬ 
tent.” 
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44  T  SENT  you,  about  three  years 
ago,  a  lea  animal  from  Bar- 
badoes,  which  was  unlike  any  one 
I  had  ever  feen.  From  the  want  of 
books  and  other  information  in  that 
illand,  I  was  unable  at  the  time  to 
End  out,  whether  it  was  a  new  ac- 
quifition,  or  had  been  deferibed  by 
any  authors  in  natural  hiftory. 

44  Since  my  arrival  in  England, 
I  have  examined  the  libraries  of 
fome  men  of  fcience  for  an  account 
of  this  animal,  and  have  made  other 
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enquiries  among  the  naturalifts, 
without  fuccefs.  The  fpecimen  I 
lent  you  was  found  on  a  part  of  the 
coaft  which  had  undergone  very  re¬ 
markable  changes,  in  confequencc 
of  a  violent  hurricane.  Thefe 
changes  were  indeed  the  means  of 
its  being  difeovered,  and  prefent  a 
probable  reafon  why  it  was  not  dif¬ 
eovered  before.  The  extraordinary 
circumftances  which  brought  it 
within  our  reach,  and  the  lilence 
of  ail  the  authors  on  natural  hi¬ 
ftory 
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Rory  which  I  have  been  able  to 
confult,  incline  me  to  believe  it  to 
be  a  non-defcript.  As  the  pecu¬ 
liarities  of  its  ftrudlu  re  may  add  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  natural  hi- 
Rory  of  other  animals  of  this  ge¬ 
nus,  at  prefent  lb  little  underftood, 
I  have  drawn  out  a  more  particular 
account  of  it  ;  which,  it  you  think 
it  defer ves  attention,  you  may  pre¬ 
fent  to  the  Royal  Society. 

44  This  animal  was  tound  on  the 
fouth-eaft  coaft:  of  Barbadoes,  ciofe 
to  Charles  Fort,  about  a  mile  from 
Bridge  Town,  in  lbme  Ihoal  wa- 
ter,  feparated  from  the  lea  by'  the 
ftones  and  land  thrown  up  by  the 
dreadful  hurricane,  which  happen¬ 
ed  in  the  year  1780,  and  did  fo 
much  milchief  to  the  illand. 

“  The  wind,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  florin,  which  was  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  blew  very  furioully  from* 
the  north-weft,  making  a  prodigi¬ 
ous  fwell  in  the  flea;  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  changing  fud- 
■denly  to  the  fouth-eaft,  it  blew  from 
that  quarter  upon  the  fea,  already 
agitated,  forcing  it  upon  the  fhore 
with  fo  much  violence,  that  it  threw 
down  the  rampart  of  Fort  Charles, 
which  was  oppoied  to  it,  although 
thirty  feet  broad,  by  the  b  11  riling 
of  one  fea.  It  forced  up,  at  the 
fame  time,  immenfe  quantities  of 
lgrge  coral  rocks  from  the  bottom 
of  the  bay,  making  a  reef  along 
fhis  part  of  the  coaft  for  the  extent 
of  feveral  miles,  at  only  a  few  yards 
di  fiance  from  the  ftiore. 

44  The  foundings  of  the  harbour 
were  found  afterwards  to  be  inti  re¬ 
ly  changed,  by  the  quantity  of  ma¬ 
terials  removed  from  the  bottom  in 
different  places.  In  the  reef  of  cor¬ 
ral  was  found  an  infinite  number  of 
large  pieces  of  brain- lfone,  con¬ 
taining  the  fliell  of  this  animal  ; 
ibjut  the  animals  had  either  been 
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long  dead,  or  more  probably  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  motion  of  the  rocks 
in  the  ftorm  :  fome  few  of  the 
brain-ftones,  howe  ver,  that  had  been 
thrown  beyond  the  reef,  and  lodg¬ 
ed  in  the  ihoal  water,  receiving  lefs 
injury,  the  animals  were  prelerved 
unhurt. 

‘4  The  animal,  with  the  fliell,  is 

altnoft  intirely  incloied  in  the  brain- 
^  - 

done,  fo  that  at  the  depth  in  which 
they  generally  lie,  they  are  hardly 
difcernible  through  the  water  from 
the  common  furface  of  the  brain- 
ftone  ;  but  when  in  fearch  of  food, 
they  throw  up  two  cones,  with 
membranes  twilled  round  them  in  a 
fpiral  manner,  which  have  a  loofe 
fringed  edge,  looking  at  the  bot- 
tom  of  the  fea  like  two  flowers  ; 
and  in  this  flate  they  were  difco- 
vered, 

44  The  fpecies  of  Actinia,  called 
in  Barbadoes  the  animal  flower, 
and  common  to  many  parts  of  that 
illand,  although  rarely  before  feen 
on  this  part  of  the  e'oaff,  was  now 
found  in  conliderable  numbers  in 
this  ihoal  water. 

44  The  animal  was  fir  ft  obferved 
by  captain  Hendie,  the  officer  com¬ 
manding  Fort  Charles,  in  looking 
for  llieils  which  were  thrown  up 
in  great  numbers  from  the  bottom 
of  the  harbour.  He  found  a  piece 
of  brain -ftone  containing  three  of 
them  in  different  parts  of  it..  Some 
little  time  after,  I  was  luckv  enough 

j  , 

to  find  another  brain-ftone  with 
two  in  it ;  one  of  them  is  the  lpe- 
cinnpn  in  your  poffieflion  ;  the  other 
was  deftined  for  examination,  of 
which  the  following  is  the  account. 

44  The  animal,  When  taken  out 
of  the  fliell,  including  the  two  cones 
and  their  membranes,  is  five  inches 
in  length  ;  of  which  the  body  is 
three  inches  and  three-quarters, 
aud  the  apparatus  for  catching  its 

prey? 


DESCRIPTION  OF  A  NEW  MARINE  ANIMAL.  [159] 


prey,  which  may  be  confidered  as 
its  tentacula,  about  an  inch  and  a 
quarter. 

“  The  body  of  the  animal  is  at¬ 
tached  to  its  fhell,  for  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  at 
the  anterior  part  where  the  two 
cones  arife,  by  means  of  two  car¬ 
tilaginous  fubftances,  with  one  tide 
adapted  to  the  body  of  the  animal, 
the  other  to  the  internal  furface  of 
the  fhell  :  the  reft  of  the  body  is 
unattached,  of  a  darkifti  white  co¬ 
lour,  about  half  an  inch  broad,  a 
little  flattened,  and  rather  narro.w- 
,er  towards  the  tail.  The  muicular 
flbres  upon  its  back  are  tranfverfe  ; 
thofe  on  the  belly  longitudinal, 
making  a  band  the  whole  length  ol 
the  body,  on  the  edge  of  which  the 
tranfverfe  fibres  running  acrofs  the 
back  terminate. 

“  The  two  cartilaginous  fub¬ 
ftances  by  which  the  animal  ad¬ 
heres  to  its  (hell,  are  placed  one  on 
each  fide  of  the  body,  and  are 
joined  together  upon  the  back  of 
the  animal  at  their  pofterior  edges : 
they  are  about  three  quarters  ot  an 
inch  long',  are  very  narrow  at  their 
anterior  end,  becoming  broader  as 
they  go  backwards  ;  and  at  their 
poOerior  end  they  are  the  whole 
breadth  cf  the  body  of  the  animal. 
Upon  their  external  iurface  there 
.are  fix  tranfverfe  ridges,  or  nar¬ 
row  folds  ;  and  along  their  exter¬ 
nal  edges,  at  the  end  or  termina- 
cion  of  each  ridge,  is  a  little  emi¬ 
nence  refembling  the  point  of  a 
hair  pencil,  fo  that  on  each  fide  ol 
the  animal  there  are  fix  of  thefe 
little  projecting  fiuds,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  adhering  to  the  fides  of  the 
fhell  in  which  the  animal  is  inclof- 
-ed.  The  internal  furfaces  of  thefe 
•cartilages  are  firmly  attached  to  the 
body  of  the  animal,  in  their  mid- 
•die  part,  by  a  kind  of  band  or  lig a 


ment ;  but  the  upper  and  lowec 
ends  are  lying  loofe. 

44  From  the  end  of  the  body, 
between  the  two  upper  ends  of 
thefe  cartilages,  arife  what  I  fup- 
pole  to  be  the  tentacula,  confiding 
of  two  cones,  each  having  a  lpiral 
membrane  twining  round  it :  they 
are  clofe  to  each  other  at  their 
bafes,  and  diverge  as  they  rife  up, 
being  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
in  length,  and  nearly  oae-iixth  of 
an  inch  in  thicknefs  at  their  bafe, 
and  gradually  diminifhing  till  thev 
terminate  in  points.  The  mem¬ 
branes  which  twine  round  thefe  * 
cones  alfo  take  their  origin  from 
the  body  of  the  animal,  and  make 
five  lpiral  turns  and  a  half  round 
each,  being  loft  in  the  points  of  the 
cones  ;  they  are  loole  from  the 
cone  at  the  loweft  fpiral  turn  which, 
they  make,  and  are  nearly  half  an 
inch  in  breadth  ;  they  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  delicate,  and  have  at  final! 
diftances  fibres  running  acrofs  them 
from  their  attachment  at  the  Item 
to  the  loofe  edge,  which  gives  them 
a  ribbed  appearance.  Thefe  fibres 
are  continued  about  one-tenth  of 
an  inch  beyond  the  membrane,  hav¬ 
ing  their  edges  finely  ferrated,  like 
the  tentacula  of  the  Actiniae  found 
in  Barbadoes  :  thefe  tentacula  fliort- 
en  as  the  fpiral  turns  become  fmall- 
er,  and  are  entirely  loft  in  that  part 
of  the  membrane  which  terminates 
in  the  point  of  the  cone. 

44  Behind  the  origin  of  thefe 
cones  arifes  a  fmall  fhell,  which, 
for  one-fixth  of  an  inch  from  its 
attachment  to  the  animal,  is  very 
fender  :  it  is  about  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  in  length,  becoming 
conJiderably  broader  at  the  other 
end,  which  js  flat,  and  about  one- 
third  of  an  inch  broad;  the  flat¬ 
tened  extremity  is  covered  with  a 
kind  of  hair,  and  has  riling  out  of 
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it  two  (mall  claws,  about  one-flxth 
of  an  inch  in  length.  If  the  hair, 
and  mycus  entangled  in  it,  be  taken 
away,  this  extremity  of  the  fhell 
becomes  concave,  is  of  a  pink  co¬ 
lour,  and  the  two  claws  riling  out 
from  its  middle  part  have  each 
three  fhort  branches,  not  unlike  the 
horns  of  a  deer.  The  body  of  this 
fhell  has  a  loft  cartilaginous  cover¬ 
ing,  with  an  irregular  but  polifhed 
furface  :  on  this  the  cones  reft  in 
their  collapled  Hate,  in  which  ftate 
the  whole  of  the  fhell  is  drawn  into 
the  cavity  of  the  brain-ftone,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  flattened  end  with  the 
two  claws, 

“  Before  the  cones  there  is  a  thin 
membrane,  which  appears  to  be  of 
the  fame  length  with  the  Ihelijuft 
defcribed.  In  the  collapfed  ftate  it 
lies  between  the  cones  and  the  fliell 
in  which  the  animal  is  inclofed  ; 
but  when  the  tentacula  are  thrown 
out,  it  is  alfo  protruded. 

u  The  fliell  of  this  animal  is  a 
tube,  which  is  very  thin,  and  adapt¬ 
ed  to  its  body  :  the  internal  furface 
is  fmooth,  and  of  a  pinkilh  white 
colour  :  its  outer  furface  is  covered 
by  the  brain-ftone  in  which  it  is  in¬ 
clofed,  and  the  turnings  and  wind¬ 
ings  which  it  makes  are  very  nume¬ 
rous.  The  end  of  the  fliell,  which 
opens  externally,  riles  above  the 
furface  of  the  ftone  on  one  lide  half 
an  inch  in  height,  for  about  half 
the  circumference  of  the  aperture, 
bending  a  little  forwards  over  it, 
and  becoming  narrower  and  nar¬ 
rower  as  it  goes  up,  terminating  at 
laft  in  a  point  juft  over  the  centre 
of  the  opening  of  the  fliell  :  on 
the  other  lide  it  forms  a  round  mar¬ 
gin  to  the  furface  of  the  brain-done. 
This  part  of  the  fliell  is  much  thick¬ 
er  and  ftronger  than  that  part  which 
is  inclofed  in  the  brain-ftone  :  its 
outer  furface  is  of  a  darkilb  brown 
colour ;  its  inner  of  a  pinkilh  white. 


“  The  animal,  when  at  reft,  is 
wholly  concealed  in  its  fhell  •  but 
when  it  feeks  for  food,  the  move- 
able  fliell  is  pulhed  llowly  out  with 
the  cones  and  their  membranes  in  a 
collapfed  ftate  ;  and  when  the  whole 
is  expofed,  the  moveable  fliell  falls 
a  little  back,  and  the  membrane 
round  each  of  the  cones  is  expand¬ 
ed,  the  tentacula  at  the  bales  of 
the  cones  having  juft  room  enough 
to  move  without  touching  one  an¬ 
other.  The  thin  membrane  which 
lays  between  the  cones  and  the  in- 
cloftng  fliell  is  protruded  in  the 
form  of  a  fold,  and  lies  over  the 
external  fliell  which  projects  from 
the  brain-ftone. 

u  The  membranes  have  a  flow 
fpiral  motion,  which  continues  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  time  of  their  bein«* 
expanded  ;  and  the  tentacula  upon 
their  edges  are  in  conftant  action. 
The  motion  of  the  membrane  of 
the  one  cone  feems  to  be  a  little 
different  from  that  of  the  other, 
and  they  change  from  the  one  kind 
of  motion  to  the  other  alternately, 
a  variation  in  the  colour  of  the  mem¬ 
brane  at  the  fame  time  taking  place, 
either  becoming  a  fliade  lighter  or 
darker ;  and  this  change  in  the  co¬ 
lour,  while  the  whole  is  in  motion, 
produces  a  pleaflng  effect,  and  is 
moft  flunking  when  the  fun  is  very 
bright.  The  membranes,  however, 
at  fome  particular  times  appear  to 
be  of  the  fame  colour. 

“  While  the  membranes  are  in 
motion,  a  little  mucus  is  often  fe- 
parated  from  the  tentacula  at  the 
point  of  the  cone.  Upon  the  leaft 
motion  being  given  to  the  water, 
the  cones  are  immediately  and  very 
fuddenly  drawn  in. 

“  This  apparatus  for  catching 
food  is  the  moft  delicate  and  com¬ 
plicated  that  I  have  feen  ;  but  I  fliall 
not  trouble  you  with  any  conjec¬ 
tures  upon  what  that  food  may  be,  as 
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t  have  not  attained  lufficient  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  animal  to  fpeak  with 
the  fmalleft  certainty* 

“  I  have  endeavoured  to  defcribe 
the  external  appearances  as  1  law 
them ;  and  have  annexed  two 
drawings  of  the  animal  in  its  two 
different  llates,  one  in  fearch  of 


food,  and  one  while  lying  at  tefl ; 
thele  are  adittie  magnified,  to  dlovV1 
the  parts  more  dibinbUy. 

“  I  lliall  not  fay  any  thing  of 
the  internal  parts,  or  their  ufes,  as 
the  animal  is  in  your  poffellion, 
who  are  lb  much  better  able  to  ex* 
plain  its  internal  ceconomy*”1 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  SENSITIVE  QUALITY  of  the  TREE 
AVERRHOA  CAE  AM  BO  LA.  By  Robert*  Bruce,  M.  D. 

[  From  the  fame  Publication.  ] 


T^HE  Averrhoa  Caramboia 
of  Linnaeus,  a  tree  called 
in  Bengal  the  Camruc,'  or  Cam- 
.runga,  is  poffeffed  of  a  power  fome- 
what  limilar  to  thole  fpecies  ot 
Miinofa  which  are  termed  lenli- 
tive  plants  :  its  leaves,  on  being- 
touched,  move  very  perceptibly. 

In  the  Mimofa  the  moving  fa¬ 
culty  extends  to  the  branches  ; 
but, ’from  the  hardnefs  of  the  wood, 
this  cannot  be  expected  in  rhe  Cam- 
tunga.  The  leaves  are  alternately 
.pinnated,  with  an  odd  one  ;  and  in 
their  mod  common  pofition  in  the 
day-time  are  horizontal,  or  on  the 
fame  plane  with  the  branch  from 
which  they  come  out.  On  being 
touched,  they  move  themfelves 
downward,  frequently  in  lo  great 
a  degree  that  the  two  oppoiite  al- 
mod  touch  one  another  by  their 
under  tides,  and  the  young  ones 
fometimes  either  come  into  con¬ 
tact  or  even  pals  each  other. 

“  The  whole  of  the  leaves  of 
one  pinna  move  by  linking  the 
branch,  with  the  nail  of  the  finger, 
or  other  hard  fubdance  ;  or  each 
leaf  can  be  moved  fingly,  by  mak¬ 
ing  an  impreflion  that  jfliall  not  ex¬ 
tend  beyond  that  leaf.  In  this  way 
the  leaves  of  one  fide  of  the  pinna 
Hiay  be  made  to  move,  one  after 


another,  whild  the.  oppofite  con¬ 
tinue  as  they  were  ;  or  you  may 
make  them  move  alternately,  or, 
in  fliort,  in  any  order  you  pleate, 
by  touching  in  a  proper  manner 
the  leaf  you  wilh  to  put  in  motion. 
But  if  the  impreflion,  although 
made  on  a  fingle  leal,  be  drong, 
all  the  leaves  on  that  pinna,  and 
fometimes  on  the  neighbouring 
ones,  will  be  affebted  by  it. 

“  What  at  firft  feemed  furpriiing 
was,  that,  n  ot  with  da  tiding  this  ap¬ 
parent  feniibility  of  the  leaf,  I 
could  with  a  pair  of  diarp  feiffars 
make  large  incillons  in  it,  without 
occasioning  the  tmalleft  motion ; 
nay,  even  cut  it  almod  entirely  off, 
and  the  remaining  pert  llill  conti¬ 
nue  unmoved  ;  and  that  then,  by 
touching  the  wounded  leaf  with 
the  linger  or  point  of  the  feiffars, 
motion  would  take  plac.e  as  if  no 
injury  had  been  ofteied,  But,  on 
farther  examination,  I  found,  that, 
although  the  leaf  was  the  often- 
iible  part  which  moved,  it  was  in 
fact  entirely  pallive,  and  that  the 
petioles  was  the  feat  both  of  fenle 
and  action ;  for,  although  the  leaf 
might  be  cut  m  pieces,  or  iqueezexl 
with  great  force,  provided  its  di¬ 
re  Ai  on  was  not  changed,  without 
any  motion  being  o  ecu  fumed,  yet, 
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the  impreffion  on  the  leaf  was  made 
in  fuch  a  way  as  to  a  debt  the  pe¬ 
tiolus,  the  motion  took  place. 
When,  therefore,  I  wanted  to  con¬ 
fine  the  motion  to  a  (ingle  leaf,  I 
either  touched  it  lb  as  only  to  af- 
fe£t  its  own  petiolus,  or,  without 
meddling  with  the  leaf,  touched 
the  petiolus  with  any  fmalbpointed 
body,  as  a  pin  or  knife. 

44  By  compreffing  the  univerlal 
petiolus  near  the  place  where  a 
partial  one  comes  out,  the  leaf 
moves  in  a  few  feconds,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  you  had  touched  the 
partial  petiolus. 

44  Whether  the  impreffion  be 
made  by  pundture,  percuffion,  or 
compreffion,  the  motion  does  not 
inliantly  follow  :  generally  ieveral 
feconds  intervene,  and  then  it  is 
not  by  a  jirk,  but  regular  and  gra¬ 
dual.  Afterwards,  when  the  leaves 
return  to  their  former  fituation, 
which,  is  commonly  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  or  lefs,  it  is  in  fo  How  a 
manner  as  to  be  almoft  impercep¬ 
tible. 

44  On  {licking  a  pin  into  the  uni¬ 
verlal  petiolus  at  its  origin,  the 
leaf  next  it,  which  is  always  on 
the  out.er  fide,  moves  ffrffc ;  then 
the  hid:  leaf  on  the  oppofite  lide, 
next  the  fecond  leaf  on  the  outer, 
and  fo  on.  But  this  regular  pro- 
greffion  feldom  continues  through¬ 
out  ;  for  the  leaves  on  the  outer 
fide  of  the  pinna  feern  to  be  affieyt- 
ed  both  more  quickly,  and  with 
more  energy,  than  thole  of  the 
inner,  fo  that  the  fourth  leaf  on 
the  outer  lide  frequently  moves  as 
foon  as  the  third  on  the  inner  ;  and 
fome, times  a  leaf,  efpecially  on  the 
inner  lide,  does  not  move  at  ail, 
whiiffi  thole  above  and  below  it  are 
affedied  in  their  proper  time.  Some¬ 
times  the  leaves  at  the  extremity  of 
the  i  etiolus  move  fooner  than  fe- 


veral  others  which  were  nearer  the 
place  where  the  pin  was  put  in. 

44  On  making  a  compreffion  with 
a  pair  of  pincers  on  the  univerfal 
petiolus,  between  any  two  pair  of 
leaves,  thole  above  the  compreffed 
part,  or  nearer  the  extremity  of 
the  petiolus,  move  fooner  than 
thole  under  it,  or  nearer  the  ori¬ 
gin  ;  and  frequently  the  motion 
will  extend  upwards  to  the  extreme 
leaf,  whild:  below  it  perhaps  does 
not  go  farther  than  the  neared  pair. 

44  If  the  leaves  happen  to  be 
blown  by  the  wind  againd  one  an¬ 
other,  or  againft  the  branches,  they 
are  frequently  put  in  motion  ;  but 
when  a  branch  is  moved  gently, 
either  by  the  hand  or  the  wind, 
without  linking  againlf  any  thing, 
no  motion  of  the  leaves  takes  place. 

44  When  left  to  themfelves  in 
the  day-time,  fliaded  from  the  fun, 
wind,  rain,  or  any  didurbing  caufe, 
the  appearance  of  the  leaves  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  other  pinnated 
plants.  In  the  lad  a  great  uni¬ 
formity  l'ubdds  in  the  refpedlivs 
podtion  of  the  leaves  on  the  pinna  ; 
but  here  fome  will  be  feen  on  the 
horizontal  plane,  fome  railed  above 
it,  and  others  fallen  under  it  ;  and 
in  an  hour  or  fo,  without  any  or¬ 
der  or  regularity,  which  I  could 
obferve,  all  theTe  will  have  chang¬ 
ed  their  refpedtive  portions.  I  have 
feen  a  leaf,  which  was  high  up, 
fall  down  ;  this  it  did  as  quickly 
as  if  a  llrong  impreffion  had  been 
made  on  it,  but  there  was  no  caufe 
to  be  perceived. 

44  Cutting  the  bark  of  the  branch 
down  to  the  wood,  and  even  fepa- 
rating  it  about  the  fpace  of  half  an 
inch  all  round,  fo  as  to  Hop  all  com¬ 
munication  by  the  veffels  of  the 
bark,  does  not  for  the  firll  day  af- 
fedt  the  leaves,  either  in  their  po¬ 
rtion  or  their  aptitude  for  motion. 

44  In 
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u  In  a  branch,  which  I  cut 
through  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
leave  it  fufpended  only  by  a  little 
of  the  bark  no  thicker  than  a 
thread,  the  leaves  next  day  did  not 
rile  fo  high  as  the  others  ;  but  they 
were  green  and  frefh,  and,  on  being 
touched,  moved,  but  in  a  much  lefs 
degree  than  formerly. 

u  After  fun-let  the  leaves  go  to 
Deep,  fird  moving  down  fo  as  to 
touch  one  another  by  their  under 
fides :  they  therefore  perform  ra¬ 
ther  more  extend ve  motion  at  night 
of  themfelves  than  they  can  be 
made  to  do  in  the  day-time  by  ex¬ 
ternal  impreilions.  With  a  convex 
lens  I  have  collected  the  rays  of 
the  fun  on  a  leaf,  fo  as  to  burn  a 
hole  in  it,  without  occasioning  any 
motion.  But  when  the  experiment 
was  tried  on  the  petiolus,  the  mo¬ 
tion  is  as  quick  as  if  from  drong 
perculdon,  although  the  rays  were 
not  fo  much  concentrated  as  to 
caufe  pain  when  applied  in  the 
fame  degree  on  the  back  of  the 
hand  ;  nor  had  the  texture  of  the 
petiolus  been  any  ways  changed 
by  this  ;  for  next  day  it  could  hot 
be  di fti ngu idled,  either  by  its  ap¬ 
pearance  or  moving  power,  from 
thofe  on  which  no  experiment  had 
been  made. 

'  “  The  leaves  more  very  fall 


from  the  electrical  fhock,  even  al¬ 
though  a  very  gentle  one  ;  but  the 
date  of  the  atmofphere  was  fo  un¬ 
favourable  for  experiments  of  this 
kind,  that  I  could  not  purfue  them 
fo  far  as  I  wilhed. 

“  There  are  two  other  plants 
mentioned  as  fpecics  of  this  genus 
by  Linmeus.  The  drh,  the  Aver- 
rhoa  Bilimbi,  I  have  not  had  an 
opportunity^  feeing.  The  other, 
or  Averrhoa  Acida,  does  not  feern 
to  belong  to  the  fame  clafs ;  .  nor 
do  its  leaves  poffefs  any  of  the 
moving  properties  of  the  Caram- 
bola.  Linnaeus’s  generic  delcrip- 
tion  of  the  Averrhoa,  as  of  many 
other  plants  in  this  country  which 
he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
frefh,  is  not  altogether  accurate. 
The  petals  are  connected  by  the 
lower  part  of  the  lamina,  and  in 
this  way  they  rail  off  whilft  the 
ungues  are  quite  didindt.  The  (la¬ 
mina  are  in  dve  pads,  placed  in 
the  angles  of  the  germen.  Of  each 
pair  only  one.  flame n  is  fertile,  or 
furnifhed  with  an  anthera.  The 
filaments  are  curved,  adapted  to  the 
diape  of  the  germen.  They  may 
be  preffed  down  gently,  fo  as  to 
remain  ;  and  then,  when  moved  X 
little  upwards,  rife  with  a  fpring. 
The  fertile  are  twice  the  length  of 
thofe  deditute  of  anthers.” 


An  ACCOUNT  of  fome  EXPERIMENTS  on  the  ROSS  of  WEIGHT 
in  BODIES,  on  being  melted  or  heated.  By  George  Fordy'ce, 
M.  D.  K.R.  S. 


[  From  the  fan 

ti  A  Lthough  I  have  made  many 
jtx,  experiments  on  the  fubjeCt 
of  the  lofs  of  weight  in  bodies  on 
being  melted  or  heated,  I  do  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  lay  them  all 
before  the  Society,  as  there  has 
not  appeared  any  circumftanpe  of 


:  Publication.  ] 

contradiction  in  them.  I  dial!  con¬ 
tent  myfeif  with  relating  the  fol¬ 
lowing  one,  which  appears  to  me 
concludve  in  determining  the  lofs 
of  weight  in  ice  when  thawed  into 
water,  and  fubjedt  to  the  lead  fal- 
lacf  of  any  I  have  hitherto  made, 
L  2  ij* 
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in  fhew'mg  the  lofs  of  weight  In  ice  for  about  a  minute,  I  found  it  be- 


on  being  heated. 

“  The  beam  I  made  ufe  of  was 
fo  adjuiled  as  that,  with  a  weight 
between  four  and  five  ounces  in 
each  fcale,  T-gf0^  part  of  a  grain 
made  a  difference  of  one  divifion 
on  the  index.  It  was  placed  in  a 
room,  the  heat  of  which  was  37 
degrees  of  Fahrenheit’s  thermo¬ 
meter,  between  one  and  two  in  the 
afternoon,  and  left  till  the  whole 
apparatus  and  the  brafs  weights  ac¬ 
quired  the  fame  temperature. 

“  A  glafs  globe,  of  three  inches 
diameter  nearly,  with  an  indenta¬ 
tion  at  the  bottom,  and  a  tube  at 
the  top,  weighing  about  45  1  grains, 
had  about  1700  grains  of  New- 
river  water  poured  into  it,  and  was 
hermetically  fealed,  fo  that  the 
whole,  when  perfectly  clean,  weigh¬ 
ed  2150  a  gf‘dn  exactly; 

the  heat  being  brought  to  32  de¬ 
grees,  by  placing  it  in  a  cooling 
mixture  of  fait  and  ice  till  it  juft 
began  to  freeze,  and  fliaking  the 
whole  together. 

“  After  it  was  weighed  it  was 
again  put  into  the  freezing  mix¬ 
ture,  and  let  Hand  for  about  20 
minutes  ;  it  was  then  taken  out  of 
the  mixture  :  part  of  the  water  was 
found  to  be  frozen ;  and  it  was 
carefully  wiped,  fil'd  with  a  dry 
linen  cloth,  and  afterwards  with 
dry  wafhed  leather  ;  and  on  putting 
it  into  the  fcale  it  was  found  to  have 
gained  about  the  --  part  of  a  grain. 
This  was  repeated  five  times  :  at 
each  time  more  of  the  water  was 
frozen,  and  more  weight  gained. 
In  the  mean  time  the  heat  of  the 
room  and  apparatus  had  lunk  to 
the  freezing  point. 

u  When  the  whole  was  frozen, 
it  was  carefully  wiped  and  weighed, 
and  found  to  have  gained  T of  a 
grain  and  four  divilions  of  the  in¬ 
dex.  Upon  itanu ing  in  the  fcale 


gan  to  lofe  weight,  on  which  I 
immediately  took  it  out,  and  placed 
it  at  a  dilfance  from  the  beam.  I 
alfo  immediately  plunged  a  ther¬ 
mometer  in  the  freezing  mixture, 
and  found  the  temperature  10  de¬ 
grees  ;  and  on  putting  the  ball  of 
the  thermometer  in  the  hollow  at 
the  bottom  of  the  glafs  vefifel,  it 
fliewed  12  degrees.  I  left  the  whole 
for  half  an  hour,  and  found  the 
thermometer,  applied  to  the  hol¬ 
low  of  the  glafs,  at  320.  Every¬ 
thing  now  being  at  the  fame  tem¬ 
perature,  I  weighed  the  glafs  con¬ 
taining  the  ice,  after  wiping  it  care¬ 
fully, 'and  found  it  had  loft  ~  and 
five  divilions  ;  fo  that  it  weighed 
all  but  one  divifion,  more  than 
when  the  water  was  fluid. 

“  I  now  melted  the  ice,  except¬ 
ing  a  very  fmall  quantity,  and  left 
the  glafs  velfel  expoied  to  the  air 
in  the  temperature  of  32  degrees 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  :  th^  little 
bit  of  ice  continued  nearly  the 
fame.  I  now  weighed  it,  after 
carefully  wiping  the  glafs,  and 
found  it  heavier  than  the  water  was 
at  firft,  one  divifion  of  the  beam. 
Laftly,  I  took  out  the  weights, 
and  found  the  beam  exaftly  ba¬ 
lanced  as  before  the  experiment. 

“  The  acquifition  of  weight 
found  on  water’s  being  converted 
into  ice,  may  arife  from  an  increafe 
of  the  attraction  of  gravitation  of 
the  matter  of  the  water ;  or  from 
fome  fubtlanee  imbibed  through 
the  glafs,  which  is  neceflary  to 
render  the  water  folid. 

Which  of  thefe  pofitions  is 
true  may  be  determined  by  form- 
ing  a  pendulum  of  water,  and  an¬ 
other  of  ice,  of  the  fame  length, 
and  in  every  other  refpebt  fimilar, 
and  making  them  fwing  equal  arcs. 
If  they  mark,,  equal  times,  then 
certainly  there  is  fome  matter  added 

to 
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to  the  water.  If  the  pendulum  of 
ice  is  quicker  in  its  vibrations, 
than  the  attraction  of  gravitation  is 
increafed.  For  there  is  no  pofition 
more  certain,  than  that  a  lingle 
particle  of  inanimate  matter  is  per¬ 
fectly  incapable  of  putting  itlelt  in 
motion,  or  bringing  itfelf  to  reft ; 
and  therefore  that  a  certain  force 
applied  to  any  mafs  ot  matter,  io 
as  to  give  it  a  certain  velocity,  will 
give  half  the  quantity  of  matter 
double  the  velocity,  and  twice  the 
quantity,  half  the  velocity  ;  and 
generally  a  velocity  exadtly  in  the 
inverfe  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  matter.  Now,  if  there  be  the 
fame  quantity  of  matter  in  water 
as  there  is  in  ice,  and  if  the  force 
of  gravity  in  water  be  ^^a-n  part 
lefs  than  in  ice,  and  the  pendulum 
of  ice  fwing  feconds,  the  pendulum 
of  water  will  lofe  °f  a 

cond  in  each  vibration,  or  one  fe¬ 
cund  in  28000,  which  is  almoft 
three  feconds  a  day,  a  quantity 
eaftly  meafured. 

fhall  juft  take  notice  of  an 
opinion  which  has  been  adopted  by 
fome,  that  there  is  matter  abfolute- 
ly  light,  or  which  repels  inftead  of 
attracting  other  matter.  I  confefs 
this  appears  ahfurd  to  me  ;  but  the 
following  experiment  would  prove 
or  difprove  it.  Suppofmg,  for  in- 
ftance,  that  heat  was  a  body,  and 
abiolutely  light,  and  that  ice  gain¬ 
ed  weight  by  loiing  heat  ;  then  a 
pendulum  of  ice  would  fwing 
through  the  fame  arc  in  let's 

time  than  a  timilar  pendulum  of 
water  ;  for  the  fame  power  would 
not  only  »dt  upon  a  lefs  quantity  of 
matter,  but  a  counter-adting  force 
would  alfo  be  taken  away. 

“  Till  the  experiment  of  the 
pendulum  can  be  made,  or  fome 
other  equally  certain  be  fuggefted 
and  made,  it  would  be  wafting  time 
to  enter  into  conjedfure  about  the 


caufe  of  the  gain  of  weight  in  the 
eonverlion  of  water  into  ice  i-n  a 
glafs  v  eft  el  hermetically  fealed. 

“  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  heat 
certainly  dirninifhes  the  attractions 
of  cohefton,  chemiftry,  magnetifm, 
and  eledlricity  ;  and  if  it  lhould 
alfo  turn  out,  that  it  dirninifhes  the 
attraction  of  gravitation,  I  lhould 
not  hefitate  to  confider  heat  as  the 
quality  of  diminution  of  attraction, 
which  would  in  that  cafe  account 
for  all  its  effects. 

“  We  come,  in  the  next  place, 
to  take  notice  of  the  fecond  part  of 
the  experiment,  viz.  that  the  ice 
gained  an  eighth  part  of  a  grain  on 
being  cooled  to  12  degrees  of  Fah¬ 
renheit’s  thermometer.  In  this 
cafe,  a  variation  may  arifefrom  the 
contradtion  of  the  glafs  veffel,  and 
conlequent  ine reale  of  fpecific  gra¬ 
vity  in  proportion  to  the  air.  But 
it  is  unneceftary  to  obferve,  that 
this  would  be  fb  very  fmall  a  quan¬ 
tity  as  not  to  be  obfervable  upon  a 
beam  adj lifted  only  to  the  degree  of 
fenlibility  with  which  this  experi¬ 
ment  was  tried.  In  the  fecond 
place,  the  air  cooled  by  the  ice 
above  the  fcale  becoming  heavier 
than  the  furrounding  atmolphere, 
would  prefs  upon  the  fcale  down¬ 
ward  with  the  whole  force  of  the 
difference.  If  a  little  more  than 
half  a  pint  of  air  was  cooled  over 
the  fcale  to  the  heat  of  the  ice  and 
glafs  containing  it,  that  is,  20  de¬ 
grees  below  the  freezing  point,  the 
difference,  according  to  general 
Roy’s  table,  would  have  been  the 
eighth  part  of  a  grain,  which  wai 
the  weight  acquired  ;  but  the  air 
within  half  an  inch  of  the  glafs 
veffel  being  only  one  degree  below 
the  freezing  point,  I  cannot  con¬ 
ceive,  that  even  an  eighth  part  of  a 
pint  of  air  could  be  cooled  over  the 
fcale  to  20  degrees  below  the  freez¬ 
ing  point;  rnor  that  the  whole  dif~ 
L  3  fere  nee 


[i6 6]  ON  THE  GENERATION  OF  COLD 

ference  of  the  weight  of  the  air  fallacy  will  be  totally  removed.  I 
over  the  fcale  could  ever  amount  to  ’  fhall,  therefore,,  re  if  at  prelent  the 
the  32d  of  a  grain.  I  have,  hbw-  ftate  of  this  part  of  the  fubjeffr; 
ever,  contrived  an  apparatus  which  and  leave  it  only  proved,  that  wa- 
is  executing,  in  which  this  caufe  of  ter  gains  weight  on  being  frozen/* 


SOME  REMARKS  on  the  OPINION  that  the  ANIMAL  BODY 
pofteftes  the  POWER  of  generating  COLD.  By  George  Bell, 

M.  D. 

[  From  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  at 

Manchefter.  ] 


<<  A  Curious  and  important  drf- 
covery  was  announced  to 
the  world  in  the  fixty-fifth  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Philofophical  Trans¬ 
actions.  We  are  there  informed, 
that  Dr.  Fordyce  and  other  gentle¬ 
men,  feveral  different  times,  went 
into  a  room,  the  air  of  which  was 
heated  to  a  degree  far  above  that  of 
the  human  blood ;  and  though  they 
remained  there,  fometimes  for  the 
fpace  of  half  an  hour,  yet  the  heat 
..of  their  bodies  was  not  increafed  by 
more  than  3  or  4  degrees.  From 
hence  they  concluded,  that  the  liv¬ 
ing  body  pofleiles  a  peculiar  power 
of  generating  cold  by  fome  occult 
operation.  The  experiments  feem 
to  have  been  made  with'  fufficient 
accuracy ;  but  the  conclulion  drawn 
from  them  is  liable  to  ftrong  objec¬ 
tion.  For,  in  forming  it,  feveral 
circumffances  have  been  overlook¬ 
ed,  which,  in  my  opinion,  afford  an 
eafy  explanation  of  all  the  pheno¬ 
mena,  on  principles  already  known, 
without  referring  them  to  a  new  law 
of  the  animal  body,  which  pro- 
,  bably  does  not  exijf.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
point  out. 

o  I.  The  fir  ft  caufe  which  pre¬ 
sented  their  bodies  from  receiving 
a'greateT  increase  of  hw  was,  %he 


f 


rarefaHion  of  the  air  with  which 
they  were  furroundecL 

44  The  quantity  of  heat  which 
different  fubftances  contain,  is,  in 
general,  in  proportion  to  their  den¬ 
sity  ;  and,  in  this  proportion,  they 
communicate  more  or  lefs  of  it  to 
others.  A  cubical  foot  of  water 
contains  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
heat,  than  a  cubical  foot  of  air,  of 
the  fame  temperature  :  and,  if  a 
third  fubftance  be  added,  its  tempe¬ 
rature  will  be  conftderably  changed 
by  the  hot  water,  while  by  the  hot 
air  it  will  hardly  be  changed  in  any 
perceptible  degree.  Many  faCls 
may  be  adduced,  which  ferve  to  il- 
luftrate,  and,  at  the  lame  time,  are 
explained  by  this  caufe.  Thus,  the 
fteam  of  boiling  water  will  lcald  a 
perfor/s  hand,  which  can  Support 
the  heat  of  air,  of  the  fame  tempe¬ 
rature.  And  thus  perhaps  the  wea¬ 
ther,  when  hazy  and  loaded  with 
vapour,  feems  to  our  feeling,  hot¬ 
ter  than  when  pure  and  rare ;  al¬ 
though  by  the  thermometer  it  is 
found  to  be  equally  warm  in  both 
inftances. 

44  This  alfo  was  the  true  reafon, 
why,  in  making  thofe  experiments, 
Dr.  Fordyce  always  found  that  he 
could  beana  greater  degree  bf  heat 
in  dry,  than  in  moift  air.  But  no- 
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thing  (hews  more  clearly  the  flow- 
nefsVith  which  heat  is  imparted  to 
a  denier  fubftance,  from  one  that  is 
highly  rarefied,  than  a  circumftance 
mentioned  in  the  paper  in  queftion  : 

that  even  the  imall  quantity  of 
mercury,  contained  in  a  thermome¬ 
ter  which  the  gentlemen  carried 
with  them  into  the  room,  did  not 
arrive  at  the  degree  to  which  the 
air  was  heated,  during  the  whole 
time  they  remained  there.” 

“  II.  Another  caufe  which,  in 
the  given  fituation,  would  diminifh 
the  efi'eft  of  the  heated  air,  is,  The 
e-vapor  at  ion  made  from  the  furface  of 
the  body* 

44  That  evaporation  produces  a 
confiderable  ablorption  of  heat,  is 
well  known  :  and,  in  making  the 
experiments,  there  is  reaion  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  it  took  place  in  a  confi- 
derable  degree.  Dr.  Fordyce,  anxi¬ 
ous  perhaps  to  efiablifh  his  general 
law,  feems  unwilling  to  allow  its 
influence.  But  when  it  is  confider- 
ed,  that  by  the  operation  of  the 
heaV'the  force  of  the  circulation 
was  increafed,  the  pores  of  the  fkin 
relaxed,  and  the  preflure  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  air  diminifhed  ;  when  we  are 
told,  that  a  turgefcence  of  the  veins, 
and  an  univerfal  rednels  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  took  place  ;  we 
are  compelled  to  refufe  credit  to  the 
aflertion,  even  of  Dr.  Fordyce,  that 
there  was  no  evaporation.  '1  he  eva¬ 
poration  muff  have  been  great,  and 
would  diminifh  the  effect  of  the  ex¬ 
ternal  heat  by  furrounding  the  fur- 
face  with  a  cool  atmofphere,  from 
its  temperature  fitforthe  abforption 
of  heat,  and  from  its  rarity,  unfit 
for  the  ready  tranfmiffion  of  it  into 
the  body. 

44  III.  But  another  very  power¬ 
ful  caufe  of  the  body’s  having  pre- 
ferved  its  temperature  in  the  given 
fituation,  remains  to  be  noticed  ; 
which  is.  The  fucccfive  afflux  of  blood 
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to  the  furface ,  of  a  temperature  infe¬ 
rior  to  that  o  the  furrounding  air* 
By  this  means  ,  the  fmall  quantity 
of  heat  which  penetrated  the  lkin 
would  be  immediately  carried  off, 
and  transferred  throughout  the  bo¬ 
dy  :  and  it  would  have  required  the 
fpace  of  many  hours,  before  the 
whole  mafs  could  have  received  any 
confiderable  increafe  of  heat. 

44  It  has  been  adduced,  in  proof 
of  the  exigence  of  the  power  of  the 
living  body  to  generate  cold,  that 
frogsj  lizards,  and  other  animals  of 
the  fame  fort,  poflfefs  it ;  for  if 
touched,  they  feel  cold.  .  This 
proves  only,  that  their  heat  is  lefs 
than  that  of  the  hand,  with  which 
they  are  felt;  and  perhaps  lets  than 
that  of  the  air,  when  the  trial  is 
made. 

44  But  it  is  extremely  probable, 
that  no  animal  whatever  can  live  in 
health,  for  any  confiderable  time, 
in  an  atmofphere  of  a  temperature 
fuperior  in  heat  to  that  of  its  own 
blood.  Thus  we  find,  that  the  ani¬ 
mals  in  queftion  hide  themfelves  in 
the  day-time  among  thick  grals, 
where  there  is  a  great  evaporation  ; 
and  in  places  into  which  the  rays  of 
the  fun  cannot  penetrate.  Worms, 
in  hot  weather,  during  the  day,  lie 
deep  in  the  ground ;  but  in  the 
night-time,  when  it  is  cool,  rife  to 
the  furface  to  refrefh  themfelves  in 
the  dew.  When  frogs,  worms,  and 
fuch  other  animals,  are  expofed  to 
air  warmer  than  their  blood,  its  in¬ 
fluence  is  counteracted  by  the  fame 
caufes  which  counteract  its  influ¬ 
ence  on  the  human  body,  the  eva¬ 
poration  from  the  furface  of  their 
bodies,  and  the  coldnefs  of  their 
blood.  Such  accidental  expoluro 
happens  more  irequently  to  them, 
than  to  the  human  f pecie.s  ;  and, 
from  the  inferiority  oi  then  lize, 
they  would  be  foonei  heated 
through,  and  lefs  able  to  refill  the 
f  4  W xi- 
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the  ascent  of  vapour. 


noxious  effects  of  the  hot  air,  were 
pot  their  power  of  refifting  it  made 
up  in  another  refpedf.  In  f'uch  fitu- 
ations,  the  evaporation  from  the 
furface  of  their  bodies  i?  greater  ; 
for  the  fkin  is  more  lax,  and  is  al¬ 
ways  covered  with  moifture.  It  is, 
perhaps,  for  this  purpofe  alio,  that 
it  is  rough  and  uneven  ;  which,  by- 
extending  the  furface,  caufes  a 
greater  evaporation. 

Thefe  may  be  faid  to  be  the 
means  through  which  the  human 
body  is  preserved,  in  nearly  the 
fame  temperature,  when  it  happens 
to  be  placed,  for  a  time,  in  an  at- 
mofphere  of  a  fuperior  degree  of 
beat.  They  feem  to  me  fo  adequate 
to  this  pffedt,  that  I  would  even 
venture  to  impute  the  increafe  of 
the  temperature  of  the  body,  from 


96  to  100  degrees,  which  happened 
in  the  experiments,  rather  to  the 
acceleration  of  the  blood,  than  to 
the  influx  of  heat  from  the  external 
air.  While  the  caufe  of  animal 
heat  remains  unknown,  it  would  be 
preemption  to  affert,  that  thefe  arc 
the  only  means  by  which  the  body 
is  enabled  to  refill  the  effects  of  ex¬ 
ternal  heat.  There  may  be  others  ; 
and  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  l'up- 
pofe,  that  as  external  cold,  perhaps 
by  its  tonic  influence,  increafest.be 
power  of  the  body  to  generate  heat, 
fo  external  heat  may  diminifh  that 
power,  and  thus  leflen  the  quantity 
of  heat  generated  within,  while  the 
evaporation,  produced  by  the  fame 
caufe,  guards  it  again  if  receiving 
any  acceflion  from  without.” 


AN  ESSAY  on  the  ASCENT  of  VAPOUR,  By  Alexander 

Eason,  M.  D. 

[  From  the  fame  Publication.  ] 


it  HERE  are  few  phene- 

mena  in  nature,  which 
have  puzzled  philofophers  more, 
than  the  afeent  of  vapour  :  and  the 
different  theories  laid  down  by  doc¬ 
tors  jlalley  and  Defaguliers,  have 
been  rejected,  while  another,  not 
lefs  liable  to  objections,  has  been 
nlmoff  univerfally  received. 

This  theory,  which  I  fhall 
prefently  mention,  was  at  firft  in¬ 
vented  by  a  French  gentleman, 
JMonfieur  le  Roi,  and  afterwards  re- 
’lived  by  Lord  Kaimes,  and  dodtor 
Hugh  Hamilton.  It  is  this — that 
the  air  diflolves  water,  as  water 
does  faline  fubffances :  the  folution 
being  perfedt,  the  air  will  become 
transparent. 

M  Objections.  1.  Were  this  the- 
pry  true,  evaporation  could  not  be 


performed  without  air;  but  Mr, 
Watt,  contrary  to  the  theory  flip- 
ported  by  Lord  Kaimes  and  Dr,  Ha¬ 
milton,  has  proved,  that  when  wa¬ 
ter  in  vacuo  was  boiled  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  very  little  greater  than 
that  of  the  human  bodv,  the  ffeam 
came  over,  and  was  condenfed  in 
the  refrigeratory.  But  he  relates, 
that  the  evaporation  was  not  quick¬ 
er  than  in  the  open  air. 

2.  Were  the  dodlrine  of  folu¬ 
tion  true,  the  air  would  be  heavier, 
the  more  water  it  contained  ;  and, 
as  clouds  contain  a  great  portion  of 
water,  they  ought  to  float  on  the 
furface  of  the  earth,  and  not  in  the 
higher  regions,  as  we  daily  ob- 
ferve. 

44  3.  We  never  could  expedf  any 
rain,  unlefs  the  air  were  fuperfatu- 

rated 
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rated  with  water  ;  and  it  would  only 
yield  to  us,  what  it  could  not  retain 
in  lolution. 

44  4,  It  is  univerfally  allowed, 
that  heat  contributes  very  much  to* 
wards  converting' water  into  vapour, 
■which  is  again  condenfed  by  cold. 
In  what  manner  will  the  doctrine  of 
lolution  account  lor  the  Ipontaneous 
evaporation  of  water,  and  irs  being 
fiifp ended  in  air,  in  the  coldeft  wea¬ 
ther,  even  when  the  thermometer  is 
below  the  freezing  point  ?  Though 
I  cannot  allow  of  fuch  a  lolution  as 
above  mentioned,  I  can,  however, 
readily  admit  of  a  ffrong  attraction 
betwixt  air  and  water  :  for  no  air  is 
found  without  water,  and  no  water 
without  air. 

44  W ater,  which  is  eight  hundred 
times  heavier  than  air,  by  a  very 
fmall  degree  of  heat  may  be  con¬ 
verted  into  vapour,  which  vapour  is 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  times 
lighter  than  air,  according  to  Mr. 
Watt,  It  coniequently  follows,  that 
vapour  will  rile  up  in  the  atmo- 
fphore,  to  the  height  of  its  own 
fpecific  gravity  ;  but,  long  before 
it  could  reach  tofo  high  a  region,  it 
would  be  condenfed  by  cold,  and 
return  to  the  earth  in  rain,  were  it 
not  for  the  latent  heat  it  contains, 
and  the  eleCtric  matter  in  the  air. 

44  Whatever  I  mention  concern¬ 
ing  eleCfricity  is  from  faCts,  and  not 
from  any  theory  written  about  it, 
which  is  above  my  comprehenfion. 
But  as  the  terms  now  in  life,  viz. 
positive  and  negative,  or  plus  and 
minus,  are  generally  belt  under- 
flood,  I  Hi  all  exprefs  rnyfelf  by 
them.  The  able  Nollet  has  proved, 
that  water  eleCtrified,  will  evaporate 
falter,  than  water  which  is  not  elec¬ 
trified.  Does  is  not  follow,  that 
the  more  eleCtric  matter  is  in  the 
air,  tire  quicker  the  evaporation  of 
water  will  be  ?  And  Mr.  Cavallo 
has  proved,  that  at  all  times  the  at- 
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mofphere  is  eleCtrified,  but  much 
Itronger  in  froity,  than  in  warm 
weather,  and  by  no  means  lefs  in 
the  night  than  in  the  day  ;  it  is  like- 
wife  itronger  in  elevated  than  in 
low  places.  From  thefe  facts  we 
may  be  enabled  to  account,  why- 
evaporation  is  carried  on  during 
very  cold  weather.  All  the  heat 
contained  in  water,  above  what  is 
fufficient  to  keep  it  in  a  fluid  fate, 
will  con  vert  it  into  vapou  r  ;  which* 
in  a  north  or  north-ealt  wind,  when, 
the  eleCtric  matter  greatly  abounds, 
will  be  carried  oft'  with  much  rapi¬ 
dity  ;  and,  by  the  power  of  electri¬ 
city,  will  be  rendered  fall  lighter, 
the  higher  it  afeends ;  each  particle 
repelling  each  other,  and  prevent¬ 
ing  the  cold  from  condenfing  the 
vapour,  in  its  afeent  through  the 
cold  regions  of  the  atmoiphere* 
The  higher  it  riles,  the  more  fpace 
there  is  for  expanlion ;  and  the  more 
it  is  expanded,  the  clearer  will  the 
atmofphere  appear,  and,  probably, 
the  higher  the  mercury  will  rife  in 
the  barometer. 

44  It  likewife  appears,  that  the 
eleCtric  matter  is  more  fenlible  near 
the  lurface  of  the  earth,  in  cold 
northern  countries,  than  in  warm 
fouthern  places.  M.  Volta,  with  a 
very  Ample  apparatus,  on  the  up¬ 
per  gallery  of  St.  Paul’s,  produced 
an  eleCtric  fpark,  which,  he  told 
me,  in  Italy,  could  not  be  done, 
but  on  a  very  high  mountain,  or  in 
a  Atuation  greatly  elevated.  This 
feems  a  wife  provilion  in  nature, 
that  the  eleCtric  matter  lhould  ap¬ 
pear  near  the  lurface  of  the  earth 
in  cold  climates,  to  raife  up  and 
fulpend  the  vapour  in  the  air,  which 
otherways  would  be  condenfed  by 
the  cold  ;  whereas,  in  warm  coun¬ 
tries,  the  heat  of  the  earth  will  be 
fufficient  to  raife  vapours  to  a  great 
height,  which  are  afterwards  car¬ 
ried  fill,  higher,  by  the  electric  mat¬ 
ter 
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ter  In  the  upper  regions.  This, 
perhaps,  is  the  caufe,  why  the  air 
is  fo  clear  and  tranfparent  in  warm 
climates. 

44  By  making  fome  ©Nervations 
on  the  falling  of  rain,  wefhall  have 
other  proofs,  that  the  eledtric  mat¬ 
ter  is  the  great  caufe  by  which  va¬ 
pour  is  fupported  in  the  atmofphere. 
Here  I  mu  ft  obferve  a  fadf,  well 
known  to  al!  prefent,  that  bodies 
ele&rified*  by  the  fame  eletlric 
power  (no  matter  whether pofitive 
©r  negative)  repel  each  other  ;  and, 
when  electrified  by  the  different 
powers,  that  is,  the  one  plus  and 
the  other  minus,  attract  each  other  : 
cm  coming  into  contact,  an  equili¬ 
brium  is  reftored,  and  neither  of 
them  will  fnew  any  figns  of  electri¬ 
city. 

44  From  this  it  follows  :  if  two 
clouds  are  electrified  by  the  fame 
power,  they  will  repel  each  other, 
and  the  vapour  be  lufpended  in 
both  ;  but,  when  one  is  pofiti  e  and 
the  other  negative,  they  will  attract 
each  other,  and  reftore  an  equili¬ 
brium.  The  electric  power,  by 
which  the  vapour  was  fufpended, 
being  nowr  deftroyed  by  the  mutual 
action  of  the  clouds  on  each  other, 
the  particles  of  water  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  running  together 
into  each  other,  and,  as  they  aug¬ 
ment  in  fize,  will  gain  a  greater 
degree  of  gravity,  defeending  in 
final  1  rain,  or  a  heavy  fhower,  ac¬ 
cording  to  circumftances.  , 

44  A  cloud,  highly  electrified, 
pairing  over  a  high  building  or 
mountain,  may  be  attracted  by,  and 
be  deprived  of  its  electricity,  with¬ 
out  or  with  a  violent  explofion  of 
thunder.  If  the  cloud  is  eledlriiied 
plus,  the  fire  will  defeend  from  the 
cloud  to  the  mountain  ;  but,  if  it  be 
sledtritied  minus,  the  fire  will  af- 
Oeiid  from  the  mountain  to  the 
cloud.  In,  both  cafes,  the  effedi  is 

\ 


the  fame,  and  generally,  heavy  rain 
immediately,  or  foon  after,  follows  : 
this  is  well  known  to  the  inhabitants 
of,  .and  travellers  among,  moun¬ 
tains. 

44  From  this  we  can  eafily  ac¬ 
count,  why  thunder-fliowers  are  of¬ 
ten  partial,  falling  near,  or  among 
mountains,  and  the  rain  in  Inch 
quantities,  as  to  occafion  rivers  to 
be  overflowed  ;  whiltl,  at  the  di- 
fiance  of  a  few  miles,  the  ground, 
continues  parched  up  with  drought, 
and  the  roads  covered  with  duff.. 

44  It  often  happens,  that  one  clap 
of  thunder  is  not  fufficient  to  pro¬ 
duce  rain  from  a  cloud,  nor  even  a 
fecond  :  in  fhort,  the  claps  muff  be 
repeated,  till  an  equilibrium  is  re¬ 
ft  ore  d,  and  then  the  rain  mult,  of 
confequence,  fall.  Sometimes  we 
may  have  violent  thunder  and  light¬ 
ning  without  rain,  and  the-  black 
appearance  of  the  heavens  may  be 
changed  to  a  clear  tranfparent  Iky, 
efpecially  in  warm  weather.  'Fo 
account  for  this,  it  muff  be  remem¬ 
bered,  as  I  lately  laid,  that  one  or 
more  claps  of  thunder  are  not  al¬ 
ways  fufficient  to  produce  rain  from 
the  clouds  :  fo,  if  an  equilibrium 
be  not  reftored,  little  or  no  rain  will 
fall,  and  in  a  fhort  time  the  eledtric 
matter,  palling  from  the  earth  to 
the  clouds,  or  the  fuperabundant 
quantity  in  the  air,  will  eledtrify 
thofe  black  clouds,  by  which  means 
the  particles  of  vapour  will  be  ex¬ 
panded,  raifed  higher,  and  the  air 
become  clear.  Clouds  may  be  melt¬ 
ed  away,  even  when  we  are  looking 
at  them,  by  another  caufe,  that  is, 
by  the  heat  of  the  fun.  We  know, 
that  tranfparent  bodies  are  not  heat¬ 
ed  by  the  fun,  but  opaque  ones  are  ; 
the  clouds  being  opaque  bodies,  are 
warmed  by  the  rays  of  the  fun  fhin- 
ing  on  them,  and  any  additional 
quantity  of  heat  will  ratify  the  va¬ 
pour,  and  occafion  its  expanding  in 
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the  air,  which  will  foon  become 
tranfparent.  When  vapour  is  made 
to  expand  more  than  it  would  o- 
therwife  do,  a  certain  quantity  of 
abfolute  heat  is  neceffary  to  keep  it 
in  the  form  of  vapour  ;  therefore, 
when  the  receiver  of  an  air-pump 
is  exhauffing,  it  appears  muddy, 
and  a  number  of  drops  are  found 
within  it;  the  moiilure  contained 
in  the  air,  in  the  form  of  vapour, 
being  made  to  occupy  a  greater 
fpace  thari  what  is  natural  to  it,  and 
receiving  no  addition  of  heat,  a 
part  of  it  is  condenfed. 

44  If,  therefore,  the  air  is  fud- 
denly  ratified,  a  few  drops  of  rain 
will  defcend,  as  may  often  be  ob- 
ferved  in  the  fummer  feafon. 

44  I  have  repeatedly  obferved,  ef- 
pecially  during  the  fummer,  when 
the  wind  is  at  north-eaff,  that  the 
weather  is,  in  general,  cold  and 
dry,  with  a  clear  atmofphere. 
Should  the  wind  fuddenly  change 
to  fouth-weff,  in  a  few  hours,  black 
clouds  begin  to  gather,  vegetables 
look  iickly,  and  droop  their  leaves  ; 
and,  foon  after,  comes  on  a  violent 
florin  of  thunder,  with  heavy  rain, 

44  This  change,  I  imagine,  is  not 
fo  much  owing  to  the  i'outh-wefl 
wind  bringing  rain,  as  to  the  atmo- 
fphere’s  being  changed  from  an 
eledtric  flate,  capable  of  fufpending 
vapour,  to  a  flate  of  parting  with 
its  moiilure.  As  foon  as  the  florm 
is  going  off,  vegetables  revive  from 
their  languid  ftate,  and  the  air  re¬ 
covers  its  ufual  afpedl.  From  this 
we  may  conclude,  that  no  mil  ru¬ 
in  ent  can  be  made  to  afcertain  the 
quantity  of  moiilure  in  the  air  :  all 
that  is,  or  ought  to  be  expedled 
from  a  hygrometer,  is  tofhew,  whe¬ 
ther  the  air  be  in  a  date  to  retain  or 
part  with  it?  moiilure.  In  appa¬ 
rent  dry  weather  it  may  poflut  to 
T31U,*  and  when  it  rains,  it  may 


point,  to  fair.  For  this  reafon,  the 
Hones  of  halls,  apd  fmooth  fub- 
dances,  are  often  bedewed  with  wet, 
in  dry  warm  weather  (that  is,  the 
air  is  in  a  ftate  to  part  with  its  moi- 
dure),  and,  vice  <verfay  they  will 
dry  in  the  time  of  rain. 

44  Left  this  paper  fliould  exceed 
the  common  limits  of  time  in  read¬ 
ing,  I  fhall  pals  over  thofe  observa¬ 
tions,  which  might  be  made  on  fogs 
or  mills  ;  a  few  excepted,  which  i 
fhall  here  fubjoin. 

44  Fogs  are  produced  by  two 
caufes  as  different  as  their  effedls  are 
oppolite.  A  fog  may  be  produced 
by  a  precipitation  of  rain,  in  very 
fmall  particles,  like  a  cloud  floating 
on  the  furface  of  the  earth.  In 
this  cafe  the  air  is  mold  and  damp, 
and  never  fails  to  wet  a  traveller’s 
cloaths  ;  the  Hones  of  the  flreet, 
painted  doors,  and  hard,  cool, 
fmooth  bodies,  are  generally  cover¬ 
ed  with  moiilure,  which  often  runs 
in  large  drops  :  this,  I  dare  fay, 
has  been  obferved  by  every  perfon. 
Secondly,  a  fog  may  be  produced 
by  the  abforptionof  moiilure,  when 
the  air  is  too  dry,  and  differs  from 
the  other  juff  deferibed  ;  for  it  will 
not  impart  any  of  its  moiilure  even 
to  dry  bodies  ;  no  damp  is  to  be  met 
with  on  Hones,  polilhed  marble, 
&c.  This  fadl  is  well  known  to  the 
inhabitants  on  the  fea-coaflof  Fife- 
fnire,  who,  during  their  fummer 
months,  have  frequent  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  obferving  a  fog  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  driving  up  the  Firth  of  Forth, 
with  a  drying  call  wind,  which  of¬ 
ten  blails  the  trees  and  young  veget¬ 
ables,  and,  therefore,  in  a  fmall 
degree,  refembles  the  Hartnattan  in 
drying  up  the  ground,  and  robbing 
vegetables  of  their  moiffure. 

44  I  lhall  notv  conclude  with  a 
Ihort  fummary  of  the  whole. 

“  1 ,  That  heat  is  the  great  caufe, 
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by  which  water  is  converted  iato 
vapour,  which  is  condenfed  by 
cold. 

41  2 .  That  electricity  renders  va¬ 
pour  fpecihcally  lighter,  and  adds 
to  its  abfolu|e  heat,  repelling  its 
particles ;  which  particles  would  be 
condeni'ed  by  cold  :  and  that  elec¬ 
tricity  is  the  great  agent  by  which 
vapowr  aicends  totheupper  regions. 


“  3.  That  when  the  eledhic 
power,  by  which  vapour  is  fufpend- 
ed  in  the  atmol'phere,  is  deitroyed, 
a  heavy  mill,  I’m  all  rain,  or  thim- 
der-fhowers,  will  be  the  confe- 
quence.  Had  the  advocates  for  the 
doCtrine  of  folution  made  heat  and 
electricity  the  folvents,  their  the¬ 
ory  would  have  been  lefs  exception¬ 
able. ** 
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ON  THE  ORIGIN  OF  ALPHABETICAL  CHARACTERS. 

By  Gilbert  Wakefield,  B.  A. 

f  From  the  'Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  at 

Manchefter.  ] 


\  T  this  period  of  time,  when 
/JL  t^ie  human  mind  has  ac¬ 
quired  fo  much  honour  by  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  fuch  aftonifhing  im- 
provements  into  the  various  depart¬ 
ments  of  phiiofophy  and  fcience, 
beyond  the  example  of  former 
ages ;  thole  {peculations,  which 
tend  to  aggrandize  the  dignity  of 
.  reafon,  are  received  with  avidity, 
and  admitted  with  a  readier  acqui- 
efcence.  We  are  apt  to  conclude, 
that  the  fame  ingenuity  and  ftrength 
of  faculties,  which  have  been  able 
to  invelligate  the  fublime  laws  of 
the  planetary  fyflem,  to  ad  juft  the 
tides,  to  difentangle  the  rays  of 
light,  to  deteCd  the  eleCtric  fluid, 
and  to  extend  their  rcfearches  into 
the  remotelt  regions  of  mathematic 
fcience,  mud  be  adequate  to  any  at¬ 
tainments  and  diicoveries  whatfo- 
ever.  Nor  has  any  difputable  to¬ 
pic  of  enquiry  been  accepted  more 
implicitly  of  late,  even  by  men  ac- 
cultomed  to  hefitate  and  to  examine, 
than  the  gradual  difcoyery  of  al¬ 
phabetical  characters  by  the  fuc- 
ceffive  exertions  and  accumulated 
experience  of  mankind.  To  call  in 
queibon  a  maxim  fo  generally  be¬ 
lieved,  may  appear,  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  philofophers,  to  favour  of 
fu perdition  and  credulity :  but,  per¬ 
haps,  it  wiil  be  found,  that  the  evi¬ 


dence  in  favour  of  this  maxim,  bears 
no  proportion  to  the  confidence 
with  which  it  is  embraced.  As  a 
man,  I  rejoice  in  whatever  is  ho¬ 
nourable  to  our  nature  :  but  va¬ 
rious  fcruples  have  ever  forbidden 
my  afient  to  this  popular  article  of 
belief.  I  will  date  my  objections  to 
it  in  a  plain  and  popular  manner 
with  all  poffible  perlpicuity  and  con- 
cifenefs  ;  and  then  fubmit  the  de¬ 
termination  of  this  queftion  to  the 
judgement  and  candour  of  this  au¬ 
dience. 

44  I.  The  five  firfl:  books  of  the 
Old  Tefiament,  are,  I  believe,  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  all  to  be,  not  only 
the  molt  ancient  compofitions,  but 
alfo  the  moll  early  lpecimens  of  al¬ 
phabetical  writing  at  prefent  exiil- 
ing  in  the  world.  Now,  if  alpha¬ 
betical  writing  be  indeed  the  refult 
ol  human  ingenuity,  one  great  pe¬ 
culiarity  diftinguifhes  it  from  all 
other  human  inventions  whatso¬ 
ever  :  the  very  firfl:  effort  brought 
it  to  perfection.  All  the  fugacity 
and  experience  of  fucceeding  gene¬ 
rations,  illuftrated  as  they  have 
been  by  a  vafl;  influx  of  additional 
knowledge,  beyond  the  molt  ac- 
compliflied  of  their  predcceflbrs, 
have  been  unable  to  fuperinduce  any 
real  improvement  upon  the  Hebrew 
alphabet.  This  feems  to  me  a  iin- 

gularity 
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gularity  utterly  irreconcilable  to  the 
common  hypothells  :  at  leaft,  I  am 
acquainted  with  noplaulible  anfwer 
to  this  objection. 

44  Should  any  one  reply,  44  that 
alphabetical  characters  may  have 
been  in  exigence  many  ages  prior 
to  the  date  of  thefe  fpecimens  in  the 
Scriptures,  but  that  the  more  an¬ 
cient  memorials,  in  which  they 
were  exhibited,  have  perifhed  by 
the  defolations  of  ignorance  and 
the  viciditudes  of  time  I  mu  ft 
demur  at  an  argument  that  ad¬ 
vances  no  premifes  of  furftcient  va¬ 
lidity  to  authenticate  this  conclu- 
lion.  For,  i.  It  is  mere  affirma¬ 
tion,  without  the  leaft  lhadow  of 
hiftorical  teftimony  to  give  it  coun¬ 
tenance.  2.  To  wave  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  [ewifh  fcriptures  upon 
this  point  (which,  however,  I  muft 
beo-  leave  to  obferve,  is  corrobo- 
rated  by  abundant  evidence  from 
philofophy  and  experience,  as  well 
as  hiftory),  that  fimplicity  of  man¬ 
ners,  predominant  in  the  early  ages, 
fo  obfervabie  in  the  accounts  deli¬ 
vered  down  by  facred  and  profane 
hiftorians  ;  the  confefted  mediocrity 
of  their  intellectual  acquirements, 
and  the  confined  intercourfe  of  na¬ 
tions  with  each  other,  which  would 
render  fuch  an  expedient  let's  necef- 
fary,  and  therefore  lefs  likely  to  be 
difeovered  :  all  thefe  considerations 
feem  to  argue  with  no  little  cogen¬ 
cy,  that  fo  complex,  fo  curious,  fo 
Wonderful,  fo  confummate  a  devife 
as  that  of  alphabetical  writing, 
could -hardly  be  fir  ft  detected  by  a 
race  of  men,  whole  wants  were  few, 
whole  advantages  were  circumfcrib- 
ed,  and  whole  ideas  were  commeu- 
fu  rate  to  their  fituation.  This  pe¬ 
tition,  therefore,  conjectural  as  it 
island  unfubftantial,  feem s  unwor¬ 
thy  of  farther  animadverfton. 

44 II.  If  alphabetical  writing  were 
a  human  invention,  the  natural  re- 


fult  of  ingenuity  and  experience, 
might  we  not  expeCt  that  different 
nations  would  have  fallen  upon  the 
fame  expedient,  independently  of 
each  other,  during  the  compafs  of 
fo  many  ages  :  when  the  faculties 
of  the  mind  are  equally  capable  at 
all  times,  and  in  every  corner  of  the 
univerfe,  and  when  the  habits  of 
life  and  modes  of  thought  inevit¬ 
ably  bear  fo  great  a  refemblance  to 
each  other  in  ftmilar  ftages  of  fo- 
ciety  ?  This,  I  fay,  were  but  a 
reafonable  expectation  :  which,  how¬ 
ever,  correfponds  not  to  the  event. 
For  alphabetical  writing,  as  now 
practifed  by  every  people  in  the 
univerfe,  may  be  referred  to  one 
common  original.  If  this  propofi- 
tion  can  be  proved,  the  argument 
from  fucceffive  derivation,  without 
a  ftngle  inftance  of  independent  dif- 
covery,  muft  be  allowed  to  amount 
to  the  very  highelf  degree  of  pro¬ 
bability  in  my  favour :  and  the 
common  fuppofition  will  appear 
perfectly  gratuitous,  with  the  in¬ 
cumbrance  alia  of  this  great  para¬ 
dox  :  44  You  tell  us,  I  might  fay, 
of  an  invention,  which  is  the  regu¬ 
lar  confequence  of  reftnement  in 
fociety,  nothing  more  than  a  gra¬ 
dual  advancement  from  what  is 
plain  to  what  is  complex  ;  by  a  ft¬ 
milar  procefs,  purfued  by  the  mind 
in  ali  its  exertions  for  improve¬ 
ment  :  and  yet  we  can  perceive  no 
reafon.  to  conclude,  that  any  com¬ 
munity  but  one,  and  that  in  no 
wife  diftinguifhed  by  any  vaft  fupe- 
riority  of  inventive  genius,  or  the 
improvements  introduced  by  them 
into  common  life,  ever  compafied 
this  difeovery  ;  though  the  human 
powers  have  been  uniformly  the 
fame,  and  the  conduCt  of  fociety 
has  been  greatly  ftmilar  in  different 
nations  at  different  periods  of  time.” 

44  Let  us  conftder  then,  how  the 
evidence  Hands  in  this  cafe :  only 

pre- 
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premifing,  that,  where  a  continuity 
of  tranimiffion  appears  to  have  taken 
place,  ariiing  from  the  intercourfe 
of  nations  with  each  other  ;  and 
where  the  words  are  the  fame,  the 
grammatical  conflrudion,  and  other 
minute  peculiarities  of  compolition 
much  alike,  in  two  languages,  theie 
languages  are  of  the  fame  texture  : 
and  that  alphabetical  compofition, 
attended  by  thefe  circumftances  oi 
refemblance,  mull  flow  from  one 
Source  :  efpecially,  if  the  difference 
in  the  alphabetical  marks  of  thefe 
two  languages  fliould  be  no  objec¬ 
tion,  but  may  be  accounted  for  up¬ 
on  reafonable  principles. 

“  It  will  be  readily  allowed  then, 

I  prefume,  that  no  modern  Euro¬ 
pean  nation,  exclufive  of  the  Turk- 
ifli  empire,  indebted  to  the  Greeks 
and  Arabians,  Separately  invented 
alphabetical  writing  :  we  all  de¬ 
rived,  without  any  doubt,  this  art 
from  the  Romans.  The  Romans 
never  laid  claim  to  the  difeovery  : 
they  aferihed  all  their  literary  ad¬ 
vantages  to  the  Greeks.  This  ac¬ 
complished  people  acknowledge, 
with  one  voice,  to  have  received 
the  art  from  the  Phoenicians  ;  who, 
as  well  as  their  colonifts  the  Car¬ 
thaginians,  are  known  by  the  learn¬ 
ed  to  have  fpoken  the  Hebrew  lan¬ 
guage,  or  a  -dialect  fcarcely  vary¬ 
ing  from  the  original.  The  Cop¬ 
tic,  or  ^Egyptian,  wears  the  ex- 
adeft  refemblance  in  the  majority 
of  its  characters  to  the  Greek  : 
they,  therefore,  mult  be  referred  in 
all  reafon  to  the  fame  origin.  The 
Chaldee,  Syriac,  and  later  Samari¬ 
tan,  are  dialeCts  of  the  Hebrew, 
without  any  confideTable  deviation, 
or  many  additional  words.  The 
^thiopic  differs  more  from  the  He¬ 
brew,  but  ftill  lefs  than  the  Arabic. 
Thefe  languages,  however,  not¬ 
withstanding  fuch  deviations,  have 
iff  ued  from  the  fame  flock ;  as  the 


Similarity  of  their  formation,  and 
the  numberlefs  words,  common  to 
them  all,  demonflrably  evince  :  and 
the  Perflc  has  a  dole  affinity  to  the 
Arabic.  Alterations  would  natu¬ 
rally  be  introduced,  proportionate 
to  the  civilization  of  the  feverai 
pofleffors,  and  their  Separation  from 
the  other  nations  :  and  this  will  ac¬ 
count  for  the  fuperior  cop  oufnefs 
of  fome  above  the  reff.  So  then, 
not  to  determine  which  was  the 
more  ancient  language,  the  He¬ 
brew,  Syriac,  or  Arabic,  a  queflioa 
of  no  importance  on  this  occafioa  ; 
all  the  languages  in  ufe  amongil 
men,  that  have  been  conveyed  in 
alphabetical  characters,  have  been 
the  languages  of  people,  connected 
ultimately  or  immediately,  with 
thofe  who  have  handed  down  the 
earlieft  Specimens  of  writing  to  po~ 
flerity.  And  when  the  languages 
of  the  eaftern  nations  are  fo  iimilar 
- — when  fo  curious  an  art  would  be, 
in  all  probability,  the  flrfl  improve¬ 
ment  communicated  by  one  people 
to  another — is  it  not  morally  cer¬ 
tain,  that  alphabetical  writing  ori¬ 
ginally  centered  in  one  people  ?  For 
length  of  time  has  deprived  us  of 
exprefs  historical  teftimony  in  this 
cafe. 

6i  Indeed,  this  proposition  Seems 
to  be  Sufficiently  ascertained  by  an¬ 
other  argument  ;  that  is  from  the 
famenefs  of  the  artificial  dehomina- 
tions  of  the  letters  in  the  Orienttd, 
Greek,  and  Latin  languages ;  ac¬ 
companied  too  by  a  iimilar  arrange¬ 
ment  :  Alpha,  Beta,  and  fo  on. 

“  But  in  oppofltion  to  this-  evi¬ 
dence,  fome  will  argue  again  11  all 
poflible  admiflion  of  our  c one! u Son, 
by  alledging  the  entire  dilhmijarify 
of  charade rs  employed  by  the  an¬ 
cients  to  discriminate  their  letters. 
“  Why  fliould  not  one  nation,  it 
will  be  urged,  adopt  from  the  other 
the  mode  cf  exprelling  the  art,  as 


[r76*j  Oy  the  ORIGIN  of  ALPHABETICAL  CHARACTERS, 


well  as  the  art  Itfelf?  To  what 
purpafe  the  trouble  of  inventing 
another  fyftem  of  characters  ?” 

u  Various  anfwers  may  be  re¬ 
turned  to  this  objection. 

u  i.  We  know,  from  theinftanceof 
our  own  language,  what  diverlities 
may  be  introduced  in  this  refpeCt 
merely  by  length  of  time,  and  an 
intercourfe  with  neighbouring  na¬ 
tions.  And  Rich  an  effect  would  be 
much  more  likely  to  take  place  be¬ 
fore  the  art  of  printing  had  contri¬ 
buted  to  eftablifh  an  uniformity  of 
character.  For,  when  every  work 
was  tranferibed  by  the  hand,  we 
may  eaiiiy  imagine  how  many  va¬ 
riations  would  arife  from  the  fancy 
of  the  ferihe,  and  t  he  mode  of  writ¬ 
ing  fo  conltantly  different  in  indivi¬ 
duals.  What  two  perfons  write 
without  the  plainelt  fymptoms  of 
peculiarity  ? 

tt'2.  Vanity  might  fometimes 
give  occaiion*  to  this  diverfity. 
When  an  individual  of  another 
community  had  become  acquainted 
with  this  wonderful  artifice,  he 
might  endeavour  to  recommend 
hirnfelf  to  his  own  people,  as  the 
devifer  of  it  :  and,  to  evade  detec¬ 
tion,  might  have  recourfe  to  the 
fubftitution  of  new  fymbols.  But 
let  no  more  -credit  be  given  to  this 
conjeCture  than  it  delerves. 

it  3.  The  characters  of  the  al¬ 
phabet  might,  fometimes,  be  ac¬ 
commodated,  as  much  as  poffible, 
to  the  fymbolical  marks  already  in 
ufc  amongft  a  particular  people. 
Thefe  having  acquired  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  fanctity,  by  the  ule  of  many 
generations,  would  not  beeafily  fu- 
perfeded,  without  the  aid  of  fome 
fuch  contrivance,  by  an  adventi¬ 
tious  practice. 

*«  q.  But  I  have  more  than  con¬ 
jecture  to  offer  in  fupport  of  this 
argument ;  even  the  teftimony  of 
an  ancient  hiftorian  ;  whole  account 
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will  ferve  as  a  general  evidence  in 
this  cafe,  and  may  lead  us  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  limilar  deviations  may 
have  taken  place  amongft  other 
dalles  of  men,  as  well  as  in  that 
inftance,  which  he  particularly  fpe- 
cifies  from  his  own  knowledge. 

o  ^  # 

44  Herodotus,  in  one  part  of  his 
hiftory,  has  the  following  relation. 

44  Thole  Phoenicians,  who  came 
with  Cadmus,  introduced  many  im¬ 
provements  among  the  Greeks,  and 
alphabetical  writing  too,  not  known 
in  my  opinion  to  the  Greeks  before 
that  period.  At  firft  they  ufed  the 
Phoenician  character  :  but  in  procels 
of  time,  as  the  pronunciation  al¬ 
tered,  the  ftandard  of  the  letters  was 
alfo  changed.  The  Ionian  Greeks 
inhabited  at  that  time  the  parts  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Phoenicia  :  who,  having 
received  the  art  of  alphabetical  writ¬ 
ing  from  the  Phoenicians,  ufed  it, 
with  an  alteration  of  fome  few  cha¬ 
racters  :  and  confeftrd  ingenuouily, 
that  it  was  called  Phoenician,  from 
the  introducer &  of  it.  And  I  have 
feen  myfelf  the  characters  of  Cad¬ 
mus  in  the  temple  of  Ifmenian  A- 
pollo  at  Thebes  in  Bteotia,  engraven 
upon  tripods,  and  very  much  re- 
fembling  the  Ionian  characters. ” 

44  5.  The  old  Samaritan  is  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  as  the  Hebrew  lan¬ 
guage  :  and  the  Samaritan  Penta¬ 
teuch  does  not  vary  by  a  lingle  let¬ 
ter  in  twenty  words  from  the  He- 
bre\V.  But  the  characters  are  wide¬ 
ly  different  :  for  the  Jews  adopted 
the  Chaldaic  letters,  during  their 
captivity  at  Babylon,  inftead  of  the 
characters  of  their  forefathers.  This 
difficulty  then  feems  to  have  been 
fufficiently  conlidered. 

44  III.  What  we  know  of  thole 
nations,  who  have  continued  for 
many  centuries  unconnected  with 
the  reft  of  the  world,  ltrongly  mi¬ 
litates  again  ft  the  hypothefts  of  the 
human  invention  of  alphabetical 

writing. 
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writing.  The  experiment  has  been 
fairly  made  upon  the.  ingenuity  of 
mankind  for  a  longer  period  than 

that  which  is  fuppoied  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  alphabetical  writing  by  re¬ 
gular  gradations  ;  and  this  experi¬ 
ment  determines  peremptorily  in 
our  favour. 

“  The  Chinefe,  a  people  famous 
for  their  difcoveries  and  mechanical 
turn  of  genius,  have  made  fome  ad¬ 
vances  towards  the  delineation  of 
their  ideas  by  arbitrary  iigns  ;  but 
have  neverthelefs  been  unable  to 
accomplifli  this  exquifite  device  : 
and  after  fo  long  a  trial,  to  no  pur- 
pole,  we  may  reafonably  infer,  that 
their  mode  of  writing,  which  is 
growing  more  intricate  and  volumi¬ 
nous  every  day,  would  never  ter¬ 
minate  in  fo  clear,  fo  comparatively 
limple,  an  expedient,  as  that  of  al¬ 
phabetical  characters. 

44  The  Mexicans,  alfo,  on  the 
new  continent,  had  made  fome  rude 
attempts  of  the  fame  kind,  but  with 
lefs  fuccefs  than  the  Chinefe. 

44  We  know  alfo,  that  hierogly¬ 
phics  were  in  ufe  among  the  hEgyp- 
tians,  poflerior  to  the  practice  of  al¬ 
phabetical  writing  by  the  Jews  : 
but  whether  the  epittolography,  as 
it  is  called,  of  the  former  people, 
which  was  in  vogue  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  hieroglyphics,  might 
not  poffibly  be  another  name  for  al¬ 
phabetical  writing,  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  to  decide. 

44  Now  what  will  our  adverfaries 
reply  to  this  ?  They  will  pertina- 
ciouily  maintain,  that  alphabetical 
writing  is  a  human  invention  :  and 
vet  all  tnofe  nations,  who  have 
been  converfant  with  this  expedient, 
are  difcovered  to  have  derived  it 
from  the  fame  original,  from  fome 
one  people  in  the  Eaft,  whole  means 
of  attaining  it  we  cannot  now  find 
out ;  but  are  compelled  to  conclude 
from  analogy,  and  the  experience 

U8i- 


of  other  nations,  that  their  imagi¬ 
nation,  as  it  was  not  more  fertile, 
was  not  more  fuccefsful,  than  that 
of  their  neighbours. 

44  Again :  where  large  commu* 
nities  have  flouriihed  for  apes,  but 
unconnected  with  thofe  countries 
which  enjoyed  this  advantage,  their 
own  folitary  exertions  were  never 
capable  of  effecting  this  capital  dil- 
covery.  Is  it  pomble  for  prefump- 
tive  evidence  to  be  more  fatisfac- 
tory  than  this  ? 

44  IV.  Lafily,  we  will  confider 
the  argument  upon  which  the  com-' 
monly  received  fuppofition  entirely 
depends  :  that  is,  the  natural  gra* 
dation  through  the  feveral  fpecies 
of  fy mbols,  acknowledged  to  have 
been  in  ule  with  various  people, 
terminating,  at  laft,  by  an  ealy  tran- 
fition,  in  the  detection  of  alphabe¬ 
tical  characters.  I  cannot  fee  this 
regularity  of  procefs,  this  eafe  of 
tranfition,  fo  clearly  as  fome  others 
appear  to  do  ;  but  let  every  one  de* 
termine  for  himfelf  from  the  con¬ 
templation  of  the  feveral  ltages  of 
emblematical  reprefentation* 

44  i.  The  fir  if  method  of  embo¬ 
dying  ideas,  would  be,  by  drawing 
a  reprefentation  of  the  objeCts  them- 
felves.  The  imperfection  of  this 
method  is  very  obvious,  both  on 
account  of  its  tedioufnefs,  and  its 
inability  of  going  beyond  external 
appearances,  to  the  abfiraCt  ideas  of 
the  mind. 

44  2.  The  next  method  would  be 
fomewhat  more  general,  and  would 
fubftitute  two  or  thCee  principal  cir- 
cumftances  for  the  whole  tranfac- 
tion.  So  two  kings,  for  example, 
engaging  each  other  with  military 
weapons,  might  ferve  to  convey  the 
idea  of  a  war  between  two  nations. 
This  abbreviated  method  would  be 
more  expeditious  than  the  former  : 
but  what  it  gained  in  concifenefs,  it 
would  lofe  in.  perfpicuity.  The 
M  gre^it 
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great  defideratum  would  Rill  be  un- 
atchieved.  This  is  only  a  defcrip- 
tion,  more  compendious  indeed,  but 
Rill  a  defcription,  of  outward  ob¬ 
jects  alone,  by  drawing  their  refem- 
blance.  To  this  head,  if  I  miRake 
not,  the  picture -writing  of  the  Mex¬ 
icans  is  to  be  referred. 

“  3.  The  next  advance  would 
be,  to  the  ufe  of  fymbols  :  the  in¬ 
corporation,  as  it  were,  of  abRract 
and  complex  ideas  in  figures  more 
or  lefs  generalized,  in  proportion  to 
the  improvement  of  it.  Thus,  in 
the  earlier  Rages  of  this  device,  a 
circle  might  ferve  to  exprefs  the  fun, 
a  femicircle  the  moon  :  which  is 
only  a  contraction  of  the  foregoing 
method.  This  fymbol  writing  in 
its  advanced  Rate  would  become 
more  refined,  but  aenigmatical  and 
rnyRerious  in  proportion  to  its  re¬ 
finement.  Hence  it  would  become 
lefs  fit  for  common  ufe,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  more  particularly  appropri¬ 
ated  to  the  myReries  of  philofophy 
and  religion.  Thus  two  feet,  hand¬ 
ing  upon  water,  ferved  to  exprefs 
an  impoffibility  :  a  ferpent  denoted 
the  oblique  trajectories  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  bodies  :  and  the  beetle,  on 
account  of  fome  fuppofed  properties 
of  that  infect,  ferved  to  reprefcnt 
the  fun.  Of  this  nature  were  the 
hieroglyphics  of  the  ^Egyptians. 

“  4.  But  this  method,  being  too 
fubtle  and  complicated  for  common 
ufe,  the  only  plan  to  be  purfued, 
was  a  reduction  of  the  firR  Rage  of 
the  preceding  method.  Thus  a  dot, 
infiead  of  a  circle,  might  Rand  for 
the  fun  :  and  a  fimilar  abbreviation 
might  be  extended  to  all  the  fym¬ 
bols.  Upon  this  fcheme,  every  ob¬ 
ject  and  every  idea  would  have  its 
appropriated  mark  :  thele  marks, 
therefore,  would  have  a  multipli¬ 
city  commenfurate  to  the  works  of 
nature,  and,  the  operations  ol  the 

*  ■  * 


mind.  This  method  was  alfo  prac- 
tifed  by  the  ^Egyptians,  but  has  re¬ 
ceived  its  higheR  perfection  from 
the  Chinefe.  Their  vocabulary  is 
confequently  interminable,  and  al- 
moR  infinite  :  fo  that  the  longeR 
life  is  faid  to  be  incompetent  to  a 
complete  acquaintance  with  it :  and 
who  does  not  fee,  that  it  may  be 
extended  to  any  afiignable  point 
whatever  ?  Now,  if  we  compare 
this  amazingly  tedious,  and  cum- 
berfome,  and  prolix  contrivance, 
with  the  aRonifliing  brevity  and 
perfpicuity  of  alphabetical  writing, 
we  muR  be  perfuaded,  that  no  two 
things  can  readily  be  conceived 
more  diffimilar ;  and  that  the  tran- 
iition,  from  a  fcheme  confiantly  en- 
larging  itfelf,  and  growing  daily 
more  intricate,  to  an  exprefiion  of 
every  poffible  idea  by  the  modified 
arrangement  of  four  and  twenty 
marks,  is  not  fo  very  eafy  and  per¬ 
ceptible  as  fome  have  imagined. 
Indeed,  this  feems  to  be  Rill  rather 
an  exprefiion  of  things  by  correla¬ 
tive  characters,  like  the  fecond  Rage 
of  fymbol  writing,  than  the  notifi¬ 
cation  of  ideas  by  arbitrary  ligns. 
But,  perhaps,  we  are  not  fo  inti¬ 
mately  acquainted  with  the  Chinefe 
method,  as  will  jufiify  any  conclu- 
llons  from  it  respecting  the  fubject. 
We  know,  however,  that  it  is  wide¬ 
ly  different  from  the  art  of  alpha¬ 
betical  writing,  and  infinitely  infe¬ 
rior  to  it. 

“  Till  thefe  objetions,  to  the 
human  invention  of  alphabetical 
characters,  are  refuted,  there  will 
be  no  reafon,  I  apprehend,  to  treat 
a  different  fuppofition  from  that  ge¬ 
nerally  admitted,  as  chimerical,  and 
defiitute  of  philofophical  propriety. 

“  I  will  finifil  this  imperfect  dif- 
fertation  by  two  or  three  remarks 
relating  to  the  fubject. 

“  i.  Pliny  aflerts  the  ufe  of  let¬ 
ters 
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ters  to  have  been  eternal.  This 
lhews  the  antiquity  of  the  pra  tffice 
to  extend  beyond  the  sera  of  au* 
thentic  hiftory. 

“  2.  The  caballiftical  doctors  of 
the  Jews  maintain,  that  alphabeti¬ 
cal  writing  was  one  of  the  ten  things 
which  God  created  on  the  evening 
of  the  fabbath. 

u  3,  Moil  of  the  profane  authors 
of  antiquity  afcribe  the  firft  ufe  of 
alphabetical  characters  to  the  JE- 
gyptians  ;  who,  according  to  forhe, 
received  the  expedient  from  Mer¬ 


cury  ;  and  according  to  others,  from 
the  god  Teuth. 

u  4.  Is  there  any  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  from  the  hiilory  of  the  hu¬ 
man  mind,  that  oral  language, 
which  has  been  long  perfect,  be¬ 
yond  any  memorials  of  our  fpecies 
in  heathen  writers,  and  is  coaeval 
with  man,  according  to  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  fenpture  ;  is  there  any  rea¬ 
fon,  I  fay,  to  fuppofe,  that  even 
language  itfelf  is  the  effedl  of  hu¬ 
man  ingenuity  and  experience  ?,s 
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u  H  E  molt  ancient  of  the 

Greek  writers,  that  takes 
notice  of  glafs,  I  believe,  is  thought 
to  be  Ariftophanes,  who,  in  his  co¬ 
medy  of  the  Clouds,  introduces  So¬ 
crates,  as  inftrudted  by  Strepftades, 
bow  topay  his  debts,  by  placing  a 
tranfparent  fubftance  between  the 
fun  and  the  writings,  that  ferved  as 
a  fecurity  for  the  fums  borrowed, 
and  thus  confuming  them.  But  it 
is  not  abfolutely  certain,  that  arti¬ 
ficial  glafs  was  here  meant,  as  the 
word  T a,Mq  fignifies  cryftal,  and,  as 
foine  fay,  tranfparent  amber  like- 
wife.  If  glafs,  however,  be  here 
meant,  it  fliews  that,  it  nut  ft  have 
been  brought  to  confiderable  per¬ 
fection,  both  in  point  of  clearneis, 
and  the  art  of  grinding  it  into  a 
convex  form,  fo  to  tranfmit  and 
collect  the  fun’s  rays  as  to  produce 
this  effect.  Arillotle  has  two  pro¬ 
blems  relative  to  glafs  :  the  firfr  en¬ 
deavouring  to  explain  its  tranfpa- 
rency,  and  the  other,  its  want  of 
malleability.  But  the  learned  think 
them  both  to  be  fpuriyus.  Alex¬ 


ander  Aphrodifteus,  another  ancient 
Greek  writer,  fpeaks  particularly 
of  glafs,  and  of  its  tranfparency. 

“  Galen  makes  mention  of  glafs 
in  feveral  places.  He  appears  to 
have  been  well  acquainted  with  it, 
and  the  method  of  making  it.  He 
tells  us,  that  it  was  made  from  fand 
melted  in  furnaces,  which  was  re¬ 
quired  to  be  pure,  lince,  if  any  me¬ 
tallic  fubftance  was  mixed  there¬ 
with,  the  glafs  was  fpoiled.  Thofe 
concerned  in  the  manufacture  knew, 
by  looking  at  it,  if  it  would  ferve 
their  purpofe.  In  other  places,  he 
advifes  medicines  of  acorrolive  na¬ 
ture  to  be  kept  in  glafs  veftels,  as 
fuch  are  not  liable  to  be  affedted, 
or  to  impart  any  bad  qualities. 

u  Glafs  was  alfo  ufed  for  cup- 
ping  veflcls,  in  the  time  of  Galen, 
much  in  the  fame  way  as  at  pre- 
fen  t. 

“  Dion  Caffius  relates,  that  a 
man,  in  the  time  of  the  emperor 
Tiberius,  brought  a  glafs  cup  into 
the  prefence  of  the  latter,  which  he 
threw  with  great  force  upon  the 
M  2  ground 
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ground  without  breaking  it,  and  than  air,  was  not  unknown  to  him, 
immediately  repaired  the  bruiie  it  Fruits,  fays  he,  viewed  through 
had  received,  by  hammering  it  out  glafs,  appear  much  larger,  and  the 
before  all  the  I'peetators  with  his  intervals  between  pidars  longer, 
own  hands.  He  adds,  however,  The  Ears,  all'o,  appear  magnified  in 
that  he  loE  his  life  for  his  difco-  a  humid  atmolphere.  If  a  ring  be 
very.  put  into  a  bowl  of  water,  and  viewed 

“  Plutarch  alfo  appears  to  have  there,  it  feems  to  approach  to  the 
been  acquainted  with  glafs,  Ence  eye,  or  in  other  words  is  magnified, 
he  informs  us,  that  the  wood  of  the  which,  the  fame  author  obferves,  is 
tamarifk  was  the  beE  to  ule  for  fuel  the  cafe  with  every  body  viewed 
in  the  melting  of  it.  through  a  fluid.  Seneca  fays  here 

“  The  Latin  writers  are  more  expreily,  that  water,  as  a  medium, 
particular.  Lucretius  was,  un-  has  the  lame  efl'edt  with  glafs. 
doubtedly,  acquainted  with  glals,  “  There  is  a  remarkable  paflage 
and  its  qualities.  In  his  fourth  in  Seneca,  relative  to  the  eflect  of 
book,  be  remarks  the  difference  be*  glafs  cut  angularwife,  or  into  a  prif- 
tween  founds  and  the  images  of  ob-  made  form,  in  feparating  the  rays 
jedls  :  the  former  paffing  through  of  light,  when  held  tranfverfely  in 
any  openings,  however  curved  or  the  fun’s  rays.  From  the  expref- 
winding,  but  the  latter,  being  bro-  lion  he  ufes  concerning  it,  we  may" 
ken  and  confided,  if  the  pallages  think  fuch  inflruments  were  not  un- 


through  which  they  come  are  not 
Eraight  or  direct.  As  an  inflance, 
be  adduces  glafs  ,  the  pores  of  which 
be  fuppofes  to  be  direefl  or  reffi li¬ 
near.  This,  though  only  true  with  1 
fome  limitations,  lhews  him  to  have 


common.  Pliny,  however,  feems 
to  have  had  the  moE  complete  in¬ 
formation  concerning  glals.  He 
Indentions  its  being  of  Phoenician 
[origin,  iike  many  other  great  difco- 
v-eries.  .It  was  nrE  made  of  land, 
bad  no  inconfiderabie  knowledge  of  found  in  the  river  Belus,  or  Belcus, 
the  fubjects  in  queltion.  a  Email  river  of  Galilee,  running* 

6L  Horace  like  wife  fpeaks  of  the  from  the  foot  of  Mount  Carmel,  as 
clearneis  and  brightness.  of  glafs,  in  is  teEiEed  by  a  variety  of  authors. 


terms  that  Eiew  the  art  to  have  been 
arrived  at  a  high  degree  of  perfec¬ 
tion.  Martial  mentions  glafs  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  fiiews  it  to  have 


The  invention  of  it  is  faid  to  have 
been  owing  to  fome  merchants, 
who,  coming  thither  with  a  Elip 
kitlen  with  nitre,  or  foffil  alkali, 
been  not  uncommon  in  his  time  for  ufed  fome  pieces  of  it  to  fupport  the 
drinking  veffels,  and  alio  of  fo  clear  kettles  in  which  they  were  dreffing* 
and  tranfparent  a  texture,  as  to  ad-  their  meat  upon  the  lands.  By  this 
mit  an  accurate  examination  of  the  means  a  vitrification  of  thefandbe- 


liquor  contained  in  them. 

“  Seneca  well  underfloou  the 
magnifying  powers  of  glafs,  when 
formed  into  a  convex  fhape.  A 
lafs  globe,  he  fays,  filled  with  wa- 


(T 


neath  the  fire  was  produced,  and 
thus  afforded  a  hint  for  this  manu- 
faCtu re. 

u  Clear  pebbles,  Erells,  and  other 
kinds  of  foffil  land,  were  alfo  e in¬ 
ter,  makes  letters  viewed  through  ployed,  In  India,  rock  crvEal  was 
it  appear  large*  and  brighter.  The  ufed,  and,  on  that  account,  the  In- 
magnifying  power  of  glafs,  confi-  dian  glafs  was  preferred  to  any  o- 
dered  as  a  more  denle,  and,  of  ther.  It  was  ErE  melted  with  the 
uourfe,  a  more  refrangible  medium  foffil  alkali,  in  proportion  of  three 
i  of 
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of  the  latter  to  one  of  the  former 
(which  has  continued  to  be  the  flux 
for  glafs  from  the  earlieit  to  the 
prefent  times)  in  furnaces,  into 
mafles  of  a  dull  black  colour.  Thefe 
were  again  melted  by  the  refiners, 
either  into  a  colourlefs  glafs,  or 
tinged  of  any  hue  they  thought 
proper.  The  grofs  mat's,  from  the 
firtl  fufion,  feems  to  have  been  call¬ 
ed  ammonitrum,  and  probably  did 
not  differ  much  from  the  lapis  ob- 
fidianus,  which  is  laid  to  have  been 
of  /Ethiopian  or  Egyptian  origin. 
It  is  faid  to  have  been  a  kind  of 
black  vitreous  fubilance,  but  ftill 
pellucid,  which  was  ufed  for  catling 
into  large  works.  Pliny  fays,  he 
faw  folid  flat ues  ol  the  emperor  Au~ 
gutlus  made  of  this  material ;  and 
the  fame  emperor  dedicated  four 
elephants  of  the  fame  fubilance  in 
the  Capitol.  It  appears  to  have 
been  known  from  great  antiquity, 
as  Tiberius  Caefar,  when  he  go¬ 
verned  that  country,  found  a  fiatue 
Of  Meftelaus  of  this  compoiition. 
Xenocrates  likewife,  according  to 
Pliny,  fpeaks  of  the  fame  competi¬ 
tion,  as  in  ufe  in  India,  Italy,  and 
Spain.  Sidon  in  Phoenicia  had 
been,  in  early  times,  -famous  for 
glafs.  In  the  time  of  Pliny,  that 
of  the  Bay  of  Naples  was  pre¬ 
ferred. 

44  The  Romans  were  acquainted 
with  the  art  of  engraving  upon,  or 
cutting  glafs,  which  is  exprefly  men¬ 
tioned  by  Pliny,  and  confirmed  by 
the  antique  gems  fo  frequently 
found.  /  It  was  formed  either  by 
blowing  it  with  a  pipe,  grinding  it 
in  a  lathe,  or  calling  it  in  a  mould 
like  metal.  The  colours  princi¬ 
pally  in  ufe  were  an  obfeure  red 
glals,  or  perhaps  rather  earthen 
ware,  called  hamiatinon  ;  one  of  va¬ 
rious  colours,  called  myrrhinum,  a 
dear  red,  a  white,  a  blue,  and  in¬ 
deed  moll  other  colours* 


ii  The  perfectly  clear  glafs  was, 
however,  mod  valued.  Nero  gave 
for  two  cups,  of  no  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  fize,  with  two  handles  to  each, 
upwards  of  fix  choufand  feftertia,  or 
above  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ller- 
ling.  But,  though  the  fined  kinds 
of  glafs  were  fo  valuable  and  rare, 
yet  I  apprehend,  from  the  frequent 
mention  of  glafs  in  Martial,  and 
from  what  Pliny  fays,  that  glafs 
for  drinking  veti'els  had  nearly  fu- 
perfeded  the  ufe  of  gold  and  lilver, 
that  the  inferior  forts  mull  have 
been  common  enoiigfh. 

44  Pliny  likewife  mentions  the 
effects  of  hollow  glafs  globes,  filled 
with  water,  in  concentrating  the 
rays  of  light,  fo  as  to  produce  flame 
in  any  combudible  fubilance  upon 
which  the  focus  fell,  and  relates, 
that  fome  furgeons  in  his  time  made 
ufe  of  it  as  a  cauitic  for  ulcers  and 
wounds. 

44  He  was  alfo  acquainted  with 
the  comparative  hardnefs  of  gems 
and  glafs,  as  he  obferves,  that  the 
lapis  obfidianus  would  not  fcratch 
gems.  And  he  likewife  mentions 
the  counterfeiting  of  the  natural 
gems  by  glafs,  as  a  very  lucrative 
art,  and  in  high  perfection  in  his 
time  ;  and  the  lame  feems  to  be  con 
firmed  by  Trebellius  Pollio.  Vo- 
pifeus  fays,  that  Firmus  furnifhed 
his  houfe  with  fquare  pieces  of 
glafs,  faflened  together  with  bitu* 
men  or  other  fubftances  •  but  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  to  ferve  for  win¬ 
dows,  or  as  refiedtors  of  the  lip-ht 
and  objedts,  does  not  appear. 

44  As  fpecula,  or  metal  refiedtors, 
in  the  prefent  age,  bear  fome  refe¬ 
rence  to  glafs.  and  as  they. were  in 
confiderable  ufe  among  the  ancients, 
I  fhall  here  fubjoin,  a  few  words 
concerning  them. 

44  The  antiquity  of  fpecula,  or 
metal  refiedtors,  muft,  according  fc» 
Plutarch,  have  been  very  great. 

m  i  m 
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He  tells  us  in  his  Life  of  Numa, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  inftitutions  of 
that  prince,  that  if  the  facred  fire 
of  the  veflal  virgins  fhould,  at  any 
time,  be  extinguifhed,  that  it  fhould 
be  rekindled  by  means  of  the  fun’s 
rays,  colledted  by  a  polifhed,  con¬ 
cave  metalline  fpeculum. 

“  Aulus  Gellius  quotes  fome 

A 

verfes  of  Laberius,  a  contemporary 
of  Julius  Caefar,  which  mention  a 
metalline  burning  fpeculum  being 
conflrudted  by  Democritus  of  Ab- 
dera,  a  contemporary  of  Hippo¬ 
crates,  the  celebrated  phyfician  who 
lived  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  after  Numa.  Reflecting  fpe- 
cula  were  common  in  the  time  of 
Plautus,  as  appears  from  feveral 
paflages,  and  were  then,  it  feems, 
moftly  made  of  lilver,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  was  much  alloyed  with  cop¬ 
per  *,  from  its  giving  a  fmell  to  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  rubbed  it. 

“  Vitruvius  appears  to  have  been 
well  acquainted  with  the  proper 
conflruCtion  of  fpecula,  as  he  ob- 
ferves,  it  was  neceflary  they  fhould 
be  of  a  confiderable  thicknefs,  elfe 
they  were  apt  to  warp,  and  to  re- 
fleCt  indiflinti  images  of  objects. 

“  Seneca  was  more  completely 
informed  on  this  fubjedt,  He  knew 
the  powers  of  reflecting  concave 
fpecula  in  magnifying  objeCls,  and 
fpeaks  of  fome  other  kinds  that  di- 
minified,  and  exhibited  other  va¬ 
rious  diflortions  of  the  human  fi¬ 
gure.  He  alfo  knew,  that  a  por¬ 
tion  of  a  hollow  fphere  was  the  pro¬ 
per  figure  for  the  magnifying  fpe¬ 
cula.  He  was  alfo  acquainted  with 
multiplying  fpecula,  which  he  par¬ 
ticularly  mentions. 


“  Pliny  is  (till  more  particular  in 
his  account.  He  fpeaks  of  their 
composition,  as  being  of  tin  and 
copper,  which  is  the  fame  with  that 
generally  ufed  at  prefent.  He  fays, 
however,  that  lilver  fpecula  were 
preferred,  and  were  firfl  introduced 
by  Praxiteles,  in  the  time  of  Pom- 
pey  the  Great.  I  fuppofe,  he  here 
means  pure  fllver ;  for  that  lilver 
was,  at  leafl,  part  of  the  competi¬ 
tion  of  them  in  early  times,  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  paflage  of  Plautus 
above  quoted.  Probably,  as  a  white 
metal,  it  might  be  ufed  with  the 
fame  intent  tin  is  at  prefent,  to 
whiten  and  harden  the  copper.  Sil¬ 
ver  fpecula  were  however  fo  fre¬ 
quent,  Pliny  fays,  as  to  be  in  com¬ 
mon  ufe  with  the  maid  fervants.  He 
mentions  the  proportion  of  the  tin 
to  the  copper,  to  be  two  of  the  for¬ 
mer  to  one  of  the  latter,  which 
feems  to  have  been  that  moll  efleem- 
ed  ;  other  proportions  were  equal 
parts  of  copper,  lead,  and  tin,  and 
another  of  two  parts  of  copper,  two 
of  lead,  and  one  of  tin  ;  but  thelb 
were  held  much  inferior,  as  the  lead 
debafed  the  quality  of  the  compe¬ 
tition  very  much.  Lie  mentions 
various  forms  of  them  in  ufe,  as 
concave,  convex,  multiplying,  dis¬ 
torting,  & c.  Their  burning  qua¬ 
lity,  when  oppofed  to  the  fun’s 
rays,  was  likewife  known  to  Pliny. 

u  Aulus  Gellius  mentions  feve¬ 
ral  properties  of  fpecula,  which 
{hew  the  nature  and  conftrudtion  of 
them  to  be  well  underftood  in  his 
time,  fuch  as  the  non-inverfion  of 
objects,  the  appearance  of  an  ob¬ 
ject  in  the  centre  of  a  concave  fpe¬ 
culum,  and  feveral  others.” 


\Jt  fpeculum  tenuifti,  jnctuo  ue  oleant  argentum  rnanus,  Moft,  A#.  I.  Sc.  3, 
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\  victories  in  former  centu¬ 
ries  were  chiefly  attributed  to  the 
Englilh  archers,  it  may  not  be  un- 
Interefting  to  the  Society  if  I  lay 
before  them  what  I  have  been  able 
to  glean  with  regard  to  the  more 
flourilhing  hate  of  our  bowmen,  till 
their  prefent  almoft  annihilation. 

44  This  fraternity  is  to  this  day 
called  the  artillery  company,  which 
is  a  French  term  fignifying  archery, 
as  the  king’s  bowyer  is  in  that  lan¬ 
guage  ftyled  artillier  du  roy,  and 
we  feem  to  have  learnt  this  method 
of  annoying  the  enemy  from  that 
nation,  at  lead:  with  a  crofs-bow. 

44  We  therefore  find  that  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Conqueror  had  a  conlider- 
able  number  of  bowmen  in  his  army 
at  the  b'attle  of  Hafiings,  when  no 
mention  is  made  of  fuch  troops  on 
the  fide  of  Harold.  I  have  upon 
this  occafion  made  ufe  of  the  term 
bowmen,  though  I  rather  conceive 
that  thefe  Norman  archers  lhot 
with  the  arbaleft:  (or  crofs-bow), 
in  which  formerly  the  arrow  was 
placed  in  a  groove,  being  termed  in 
French  a  quadrel,  and  in  Englilh  a 
bolt. 

44  Though  I  have  taken  fome 
pains  to  find  out  when  the  Ihooting 
with  the  long-bow  fir  ft  began  with 
us,  at  which  exercifewe  afterwards 
became  fo  expert,  I  profefs  that  I 
cannot  meet  with  any  pofitive  proofs, 
and  mult  therefore  ftate  fuch 
grounds  for  conjehiure  as  have  oc¬ 
curred. 

44  Our  chroniclers  do  not  men¬ 
tion  the  ufe  of  archery  as  exprefly 
applied  to  the  crofs,  or  long-bow, 
till  the  death  of  Richard  the  Fir  ft, 


who  was  killed  by  an  arrow  at  the 
fiege  of  Limoges  in  Guienne,  which 
Hemmingford  mentions  to  have  if* 
iued  from  a  crofs-bow.  Joinville 
likewife  (in  his  Life  of  St.  Lewis) 
always  fpeaks  of  the  Chriftian  ball- 
ftarii. 

44  After  this  death  of  Richard 
the  Firft  in  1 199,  I  have  not  hap¬ 
pened  to  ftumble  upon  any  palfages 
alluding  to  archery  for  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  when  an 
order  was  iflued  by  Edward  the 
Third,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his 
reign,  to  the  fherives  of  moll  of  the 
Englilh  counties  for  providing  five 
hundred  white  bows,  and  five  hun¬ 
dred  bundles  of  arrows,  for  the 
then  intended  war  againft  France. 

44  Similar  orders  are  repeated  in. 
the  following  years,  with  this  dif¬ 
ference  only,  that  the  fheriff  of 
Gloucefterlhire  is  directed  to  furnilh 
five  hundred  painted  bows,  as  well 
as  the  fame  number  of  white. 

44  The  famous  battle  of  CrelTy 
was  fought  four  years  afterwards, 
in  which  our  chroniclers  ftate  that 
we  had  two  thoufand  archers,  who 
were  oppofed  to  about  the  lame 
number  of  the  French,  together 
with  a  circumftance,  which  feems 
to  prove,  that  by  this  time  we  iifed 
the  long-bow,  whilft  the  French  ar¬ 
chers  lhot  with  the  arbaleft. 

u  Previoufly  to  this  engagement 
fell  a  very  heavy  rain,  which  is  laid 
to  have  much  damaged  the  bows  of 
the  French,  or  perhaps  rather  the 
firings  of  them.  Now  our  long¬ 
bow  (when  unftrung)  may  be  mod 
conveniently  covered,  fo  as  to  pre 
vent  the  rain’s  injuring  it;  nor  is 
there  fcarcely  any  addition  to  the 
M  4  weight 
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weight  from  fuch  a  cafe  ;  whereas 
the  arbaleft  is  of  a  moft  inconveni¬ 
ent  form  to  be  fheltered  from  the 
weather. 

44  As  therefore  in  the  year  134  2, 
orders  ifTued  to  the  (he  rives  of  each 
county  to  provide  five  hundred 
bows,  with  a  proper  proportion  of 
•arrows,  I  cannot  but  infer  that  thefe 
were  long-bows,  and  not  the  arba¬ 
left. 

44  We  are  fill  in  the  dark  indeed 
when  the  former  weapon  was  fir tf 
introduced  bv  our  anceftors  ;  but  I 
will  venture  to  fhoot  my  bolt  in  this 
obfcurity,  whether  it  may  be  well 
directed  or  not,  as  pofiibly  it  may 
produce  a  better  conjecture  from 
others. 

44  Edward  the  Firft  is  known  to 
have  ferved  in  the  holy  wars,  where 
he  rjuift  have  feen  the  effect  of  ar¬ 
chery  from  a  long-bow  to  be  much 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  arbaleft,  in 
the  ufe  of  which,  the  Italian  fiates, 
and  particularly  the  Genoefe,  had 
always  been  diftinguifhed. 

44  This  circumftance  would  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  very  decifive,  that  we 
owe  the  introduction  of  the  long¬ 
bow  to  this  king,  were  it  not  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  bows  of  the  Afia- 
tics  (though  differing  totally  from 
the  arbaleft)  were  yet  rather  un¬ 
like  to  our  long-bows  in  point  of 
form. 

44  This  objeClion  therefore  mu  ft 
be  admitted  ;  but  ftill  poifibly,  as 
the  Afiatic  bows  were  more  power¬ 
ful  than  the  arbaleft,  fome  of  our 
Englifh  crufaders  might  have  fub- 
ftituted  our  long-bows  in  the  room 
of  the  Afiatic  ones,  in  the  fame 
planner  th.it  improvements  are  fre¬ 
quently  made  in  our  prefent  artil¬ 
lery.  We  might  confequently,  be¬ 
fore  the  battle  of  C reify,  have  had 
fuch  a  fufficient  number  of  troops 
trained  to  the  long-bow,  as  to  be 
dycilive  in  our  favour,  as  they  were 
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afterwards  at  PoiCUers  and  Agin- 
court. 

44  The  battle  of  PoiCtiers  was 
fought  A.  D.  1356,  four  years  aR 
ter  which  a  peace  took  place  be¬ 
tween  England  and  France. 

14  When  treaties  are  concluded, 
it  generally  happens  that  both  na¬ 
tions  are  heartily  tired  of  the  war, 
and  they  are  commonly  apt  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  no  frefh  rupture  will 
happen  for  a  coniiderable  time  ; 
whence  follows  the  difufe  of  mili¬ 
tary  exercifcs,  efpecially  in  troops 
which  were  immediately  difbanded 
upon  the  ceftation  of  hotf ilities,  and 
the  officers  of  which  had  no  half- 
pay. 

44  We  find  accordingly,  that  in 
the  year  1363,  Edward  the  Third 
was  obliged  to  iftiie  an  order,  for¬ 
bidding  many  rural  fports,  and  en» 
joining  the  ufe  of  archery,  which 
even  in  the  fpace  of  four  years  had 
begun  to  be  negleCfed.  This  order 
was  again  repeated  in  /  36  5 . 

44  The  Black  Prince  dieo  in  1 373, 
and  Edward  furvived  him  but  four 
years :  we  cannot  therefore  expeCt 
any  farther  regulations  for  promot¬ 
ing  archery,  after  the  iaft  order 
which  I  have  ftated,  and  which  if- 
fued  in  1363.  During  the  fix  firft 
years  of  this  interval,  the  prince  of 
Wales  was  in  foreign  parts,  and 
the  whole  ten  were  the  dregs  of  Ed¬ 
ward’s  life. 

44  Richard  the  Second,  who  fuc- 
ceeded,  is  well  known  to  have  lit¬ 
tle  attended  to  the  cares  of  govern¬ 
ment.  In  the  fifteenth  year  how¬ 
ever  of  his  reign  (A.  D.  1392)  he 
ifTued  an  order,  directing  all  the 
fervants  of  his  houfehold  never  to 
travel  without  bows  and  arrows, 
and  to  take  every  opportunity  of 
riling  this  exercile,  which  inj unci  ion 
Teems  to  prove  that  it  had  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  reign  been 
much  neglected. 


44  Henry 
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4i  Henry  the  Fourth,  though  of 
a  more  warlike  diipofition,  ieems  to 
have  done  little  mote  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  archery  than  his 
predecefibr,  as  the  only  fiatute  of 
his  reign  whii  h  relates  to  this  head, 
goes  n>  farther  than  obliging  the 
arrowfmiths  to  point  their  arrows 
better  than  they  had  hitherto  done. 

44  The  wars  during  his  reign 
were  indeed  confined  to  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  the  ufe  of  archers  feems 
to  have  been  well  known,  as  the 
duke  of  Exeter,  at  the  beginning 
of  his  rebellion,  entertained  a  con- 
iiderable  band  of  them.  Fourfcore 
archers  are  faid  alfo  to  have  contri¬ 
buted  greatly  to  a  vidfory  of  this 
fame  king  over  a  large  body  of  re¬ 
bels  at  Cirencefler,  fome  of  which 
feem  to  have  been  of  an  Amazo¬ 
nian  difpofition,  as  his  majefly  at¬ 
tributes  this  fuccefs  to  the  good 
women,  as  well  as  men  of  this  town, 
and  for  thele  their  fervices,  grants 
them  annually  fix  bucks  and  a  hogf- 
head  oT-wine. 

“  I  do  not  find  any  ad!  of  par¬ 
liament  of  Henry  the  Fifth  in  re¬ 
lation  to  this  exercife  ;  and  all  the 
orders  in  Rymer,  till  the  battle  of 
Agincourt,  relate  to  great  guns, 
from  which  he  feems  at  firft  to  have 
expedled  more  confiderable  advan¬ 
tage  than  from  the  training  of  bow¬ 
men. 

“  It  fhould  feem,  however,  that 
this  fort  of  artillery,  from  its  un- 
wieldinefs,  bad  and  narrow  roads, 
together  with  other  defedfs,  was  as 
yet  but  of  little  ufe  in  military  ope¬ 
rations.  In  the  year  1417  this 
king  therefore  afcribes  his  vidlory 
at  Agincourt  to  the  archers,  and 
diredls  the  fherives  of  many  coun¬ 
ties  to  pluck  from  every  goofe  fix 
wing  feathers  for  the  purpofe  of  im¬ 
proving  arrows,  which  are  to  be 
paid  for  by  the  king. 

“A  fimijar  order  again  iffues  to 
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the  fherives  in  the  following  year, 
viz.  1418. 

ii  In  1421,  though  the  French 
had  been  defeated,  both  at  Creify, 
Poidfiers,  and  Agincourt,  by  the 
Englifli  archers,  yet  they  dill  con¬ 
tinued  the  ufe  of  the  crofs-bow,  for 
which  reafon  Henry  the  Fifth,  as 
duke  of  Normandy,  confirms  the 
charters  and  privileges  of  the  bali- 
fiarii,  which  had  been  long  efia- 
blifhed  as  a  fraternity  in  his  city  of 
Rouen. 

“  During  the  long  reign  of  Henry 
the  Sixth,  I  do  not  meet  with  any 
fiatute,  or  proclamation,  concern¬ 
ing  archery  ;  which  may  be  well  ac¬ 
counted  for,  whillt  this  king  was 
under  age,  or  the  weaknefs  of  mind 
which  enfued,  as  far  at  lead  as  re¬ 
lates  to  his  perfonal  interference  in 
this  matter  ;  but  it  is  rather  extra¬ 
ordinary,  that  his  uncles  fhould  not 
have  enjoined  this  exercife,  as  they 
were  fo  long  engaged  in  wars  with 
France,  the  lofs  of  which  kingdom 
may  be  perhaps  attributed  to  this 
negledt. 

44  It  was  necefiary  for  Edward 
the  Fourth,  who  lucceeded,  to  be 
prepared  again!!  the  Lancaftrians ; 
and  yet  we  find  much  earlier  fla- 
tutes  for  the  promotion  of  archery 
in  Ireland,  than  in  England,  which 
was  more  likely  to  become  thefcene 
of  civil  war. 

In  the  fifth  year  therefore  of 
his  reign  an  ad!  palled,  that  every 
Englifiiman,  and  I rifhman  dwelling 
with  Englifhmen,  fhall  have  an 
Englifli  bow  of  his  own  height, 
which  is  directed  to  be  made  of 
yew,  wych,  hazel,  afh,  or  aw- 
burne,  or  any  other  reafonable  tree 
according  to  their  power.  The 
next  chapter  alfo  diredls  that  butts 
fhall  be  made  in  every  townfhip, 
which  the  inhabitants  are  obliged 
to  flioot  up  and  down  every  Feoffc 
day,  under  the  penalty  of  a  half¬ 
penny, 
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penny,  when  they  fhall  omit  this 
exercife. 

44  In  the  fourteenth  year  how¬ 
ever  of  this  fame  king,  it  appears 
by  Rymer’s  Foedera,  that  one  thou- 
fand  archers  were  to  be  fent  to  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  whole  pay  is 
fettled  at  fix  pence  a  day,  which  is 
more  than  a  common  foldier  re¬ 
ceives  clear  in  the  prefent  times, 
when  provifions  are  fo  much  dear¬ 
er,  and  the  value  of  money  is  fo 
muchdecreafed.  This  circumflance 
feems  to  prove,  very  ftrongly,  the 
great  eftimation  in  which  archers 
were  ftill  held.  In  the  fame  year, 
Edward  preparing  for  a  war  with 
France,  directs  the  flierives  to  pro¬ 
cure  bows  and  arrows,  44  as  mod: 
fpecially  requifite  and  neceffary.” 

44  As  bows  and  arrows  were  how¬ 
ever  finally  difufed  by  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  fire-arms,  it  becomes  necef- 
fary,  in  this  invefiigation,  to  take 
fome  fhort  notice  of  what  may  re¬ 
late  to  ordnance,  or  mufquetry,  and 
that  Edward  foon  afterwards  directs 
all  workmen  who  might  be  ufeful 
for  artillery  (as  we  fhould  now  term 
it),  to  be  preferred.  On  the  war 
taking  place  with  Scotland,  eight 
ears  after  this,  Edward  provides 
oth  ordnance  and  archers,  fo  that 
though  the  ufe  of  artillery  was  novy 
gaining  ground,  yet  that  of  the 
bow  and  arrow  was  not  negledted. 

44  The  fucceeding  reign  of  Rich¬ 
ard  the  Third  opens  with  a  fimilar 
fiatute  to  that  of  Edward  the  Fourth, 
but  diredfs  that  all  Venetian  lhips 
Ihall  with  every  butt  of  Malmfey, 
or  Tyre,  import  ten  bow-fiaves,  as 
the  price  had  rifen  from  forty  fliil- 
lings  to  eight  pounds  a  hundred. 

44  By  this  attention  to  archery, 
he  was  able  to  fend  one  thoufand 
bowmen  to  the  duke  of  Bretagne  in 
the  year  following,  and  availed 
himfelf  of  the  fame  troops  at  the 
battle  of  Bofwortb. 
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44  I  do  not  find  a  fingle  order  of 
Henry  the  Seventh’s  (in  Rymer’s 
Foedera)  relative  to  gunpowder  or 
artillery  ;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  1488,  he  diredfs  a  large  levy  of 
archers  to  be  fent  to  Brittany,  and 
that  they  fhall  be  reviewed  before 
they  embark.  In  the  nineteenth 
year  of  his  reign,  this  fame  king 
forbids  the  ufe  of  the  crofs-bow, 
becaufe  44  the  long-bow  had  been 
much  ufed  in  this  realm,  whereby 
honour  and  victory  had  been  gotten 
again!!  outward  enemies,  the  realm 
greatly  defended,  and  much  more 
the  dread  of  all  Chriftian  princes 
by  reafon  of  the  fame.” 

44  During  the  long  reign  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  no  royal  order  ilTued 
which  relates  to  archery,  but  there 
are  feveral  fiatutes  which  ftate  the 
neceflity  of  reviving  this  martial  ex- 
ercife.  Edward  the  Sixth  ufed  to 
flioot  himfelf  with  a  bow. 

44  In  the  reign  of  Philip  and 
Mary,  the  fiatutes  of  Henry  the 
Eighth  for  the  promotion  of  ar¬ 
chery  are  much  commended,  with 
directions  to  enforce  them. 

44  The  8  Eliz.  c.  10.  regulates 
the  price  of  bows,  and  the  13  Eliz. 
c.  14.  enacts,  that  boiv-fiaves  fhall 
be  brought  into  the  realm  from  the 
Hanfe-towns  and  the  Eaftward,  fo 
that  archery  if  ill  continued  to  be  an 
object  of  attention  in  the  legifla- 
ture. 

44  I  find  neither  fiatute  nor  pro¬ 
clamation  of  James  the  Firfi  on  this 
head  ;  but  it  appears  by  Dr.  Birch’s 
Life  of  his  fon  (prince  Henry  )  that 
at  eight  years  of  age  he  learned  to 
flioot  both  with  the  bow  and  gun, 
whilfi  at  the  fame  time  this  prince 
had  in  his  eftablifhment  an  officer 
who  was  ftyled  bow-bearer. 

44  To  the  beft  of  my  recqlledlion 
alfo,  though  I  cannot  at  prefent  re¬ 
fer  to  my  authority,  this  king  grant¬ 
ed  a  fecond  charter  to  the  Artillery 

Com- 
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Company,  by  which  the  powers  fight  at  leaft  of  this  exercife  ;  for 
they  had  received  from  Elenry  the  in  1676,  by  the  contributions  of  fir 
Eighth  were  confiderably  extended.  Edward  Hungerford  and  others,  a 
44  Charles  the  Firfi  feems,  from  filver  badge  for  the  marflial  of  the 
the  dedication  of  a  treatiie,  enti-  fraternity  was  made,  weighing 
tied,  44  The  Bowman’s  Glory,”  to  twenty-five  ounces,  and  reprefont- 
have  been  himfelf  an  archer;  and  ing  an  archer  drawing  the  long-bow 
in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign  he  (in  the  proper  manner)  to  his  ear, 
iflued  a  commilnon  to  the  chancel-  with  the  following  infoription  ;  Re - 
lor,  lord  mayor,  and  feveral  of  the  gitue  Catherines  Sagittarii .  The 
privy-council,  to  prevent  the  fields  lupporters  are  two  bowmen  with 
near  London  being  fo  inclofed,  as  the  arms  of  England  and  Portugal® 
to  interrupt  the  necefTary  and  “  In  1682  there  was  a  moft  mag- 
profitable  exercife  of  {hooting,”  as  nificent  cavalcade  and  entertain- 
alfo  to  lower  the  mounds  where  ment  given  by  the  Finfbury  ar- 
they  prevented  the  view  from  one  chers,  when  they  beftowed  the  tl- 
mark  to  another.  ties  of  duke  of  Shoreditch,  mar- 

44  The  fame  commiffion  directs  quis  of  Ifiington,  &c.  upon  the 
that  bridges  fhould  be  thrown  over  moil  deferring,  Charles  the  Se- 
the  dykes,  and  that  all  {hooting  cond  was  prefont  upon  this  occa- 
marks  which  had  been  removed,  lion,  but  the  day  being  rainy,  he 
{hcu Id  be  reftored.  was  obliged  foon  to  leave  the  field. 

44  Charles  the  Firfi;  like  wife  if-  44  I  do  not  find  any  thing  rela- 
fued  two  proclamations  tor  the  pro-  tive  to  the  fiate  of  archery  during 
motion  of  archery,  the  laft  of  which  the  fhort  reign  of  James  the  Se« 
recommends  the  ufo  of  the  how  and  cond  ;  but  it  continued  after  this  to 
pike  together.  be  ufed  for  a  manly  exercife,  as  ap- 

44  Catherine  of  Portugal  (queen  pears  by  the  following  epitaph  on 
to  Charles  the  Second)  feems  to  the fouth  fide  of  Clerkemvell church® 
have  been  much  pleafed  with  the  which  is  ftill  very  legible* 

Sir  William  Wood  lies  very  near  this  ftone. 

In’s  time  of  archery  excelled  by  none; 

Few  were  his  equals,  and  this  noble  art 
Hath  fuffer’d  now  in  the  moft  tender  part. 

Long  did  he  live  the  honour  of  the  bow, 

And  his  long  life  to  that  alone  did  owe  ; 

But  how  can  art  fecure,  or  what  can  fave, 

Extreme  old  age  from  an  appointed  grave  ? 

Surviving  archers  much  his  lofs  lament, 

And  in  refpeefi  beftow’d  this  monument, 

Where  whiftling  arrows  did  his  worth  proclaim, 

And  eternize  his  memory,  and  name. 

Obiit  Sept.  4.  A.  D.  1691.  at.  82. 


There  is  a  very  good  portrait  of  this 
famous  archer,  belonging  to  the  Ar¬ 
tillery  Company,  at  a  public-houfo 
which  looks  into  the  Artillery 
Ground. 


u  Archery,  however,  didnoten® 
tirelv  die  with  fir  William  Wood  ; 
for  in  1696,  a  widow  (named  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Shakerley)  left  by  her 
will  thirty-five  pounds  to  be  diftri- 

buted 
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buted  in  prizes  to  this  fraternity. 
Poffibly  Hie  had  attended  the  Fins¬ 
bury  archers,  from  the  fame  curio- 
fity  which  Ovid  afcribes  to  Pene¬ 
lope. 

“  In  the  fucceeding  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  I  have  been  informed 
by  general  Oglethorpe,  that  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  duke  of  Rutland,  and 
leveral  others  of  considerable  rank, 
he  ufed  frequently  to  Ihoot  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London.  I  do 
not  prefume  to  guefs  the  general’s 
age,  but  he  mull  be  advanced  in 
years,  as  he  was  aid-de-camp  to 
prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  and  ftill 
continues  to  handle  his  bew  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  there  is  little  doubt 
but  that  he  would  difiinguifh  him- 
feif  in  this  manly  exercife. 

44  I  do  not  find  in  the  archives  of 
thecompany  any  memoranda  of  con- 
fequence  during  the  reign  of  George 
the  Fir  ft  ;  but  till  the  year  1753 
targets  were  erected  in  the  Finfbury 
fields,  during  the  E after  and  VV hit- 
fun  holidays,  when  the  beft  fiiooter 
was  ftyled  captain  for  the  enfuing 
year,  and  the  fecond,  lieutenant. 
Of  thefe  there  are  only  two  now 
furviving,  viz.  Mr.  Benjamin  Poole 
and  Mr.  Philip  Conftable,  who 
have  frequently  obtained  thefe  ti¬ 
tles.  The  former  of  thefe  is  now 
rather  aged  and  infirm,  but  the  lat¬ 
ter  hath  been  fo  obliging  as  tofliew 
me  moll  of  their  marks  in  the  Fins¬ 
bury  fields,  as  well  as  to  communi¬ 
cate"  feveral  anecdotes  and  obferva- 
tions  relative  to  archery. 

Having  now  deduced  the  hi- 
ftory  of  the  long-bow  even  to  the 
prelent  times,  when  it  ceafes  to  be 
uled  by  the  chartered  company,  I 
fhall  now  endeavour  to  fuggeft  the 
reafons,  why  this  military  weapon 
was  fo  decilive  in  the  biittfes  of  pre¬ 
ceding  centuries. 

“  Before  the  introdu/Uon  of  fire¬ 
arms  the  enemy  could  QPty  be 
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firuck  at  a  diftance  by  flings,  th« 
bow  ufed  by  the  ancients,  or  the 
crofs-bow  ;  to  all  which  the  Eng- 
lifti  long-bow  was  infinitely  fupe- 
rior. 

u  As  for  flings,  they  never  have 
been  ufed  in  the  more  northern  parts 
of  Europe  by  armies  in  the  field  : 
for  which  as  there  muft  have  been 
fome  fundamental  reafons,  I  will 
venture  to  fuggeft  two,  though  pof¬ 
fibly  there  may  be  many  others. 

“  it  Ihould  feem,  in  the  firfl 
place,  that  llingers  cannot  advance 
in  a  compact  body,  on  account  ®f 
the  fpace  to  be  occupied  by  this 
weapon  in  its  rotatory  motion  ;  and 
in  the  lecond  place,  that  the  weight 
of  the  ftones  to  be  carried  muft  ne- 
ceflarjly  impede  the  llingers  greatly 
in  their  movements. 

44  The  bow  of  the  ancients,  as 
reprefented  in  all  their  reliefs,  was 
a  mere  toy  compared  with  that  of 
our  anceftors  ;  it  was  therefore 
chiefly  ufed  by  the  Parthians,  whole 
attacks  (like  thofe  of  the  prelent 
Arabs)  were  defultory. 

44  As  for  the  crofs-bow,  it  is  of  a 
mod:  inconvenient  form  for  carri¬ 
age,  even  with  the  modern  improve¬ 
ments;  and,  in  cafe  of  rain,  could 
not  be  eafily  fecured  from  the  wea¬ 
ther.  After  the  firft  fliot  moreover 
it  could  not  be  recharged  under  a 
conliderable  time,  whilft  the  bolts 
were  alfo  heavy  and  cumberfome. 

il  'l  he  Englifh  long-bow,  on  the 
other  hand,  together  with  the  qui¬ 
ver  of  arrows,  was  ealilv  carried 
by  the  archer,  as  eafily  fecured  from 
rain,  and  recharged  aim  oft  inftanta- 
neoufiy.  It  is  not  therefore  extra¬ 
ordinary,  that  troops,  who  folely 
ufed  this  moft  effectual  weapon, 
fhould  generally  obtain  the  vidtory, 
even  when  oppofed  to  much  more 
numerous  armies. 

44  But  it  may  be  urged,  that  thefe 
Ioffes  haying  been  experienced  by 

ouc 
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our  enemies,  muft  have  induced 
them  to  praCtife  the  lame  mode  of 
warfare,  which  was  aCtuaily  at¬ 
tempted  both  by  the  French  and 
Scots,  though  too  late  in  the  day. 

“  I  have  endeavoured  already  to 
prove,  that  the  long-bow  was  not 
commonly  ufed  even  in  England 
till  the  time  of  Edward  the  Third, 
when  the  victory  at  Crcfty  fuffici- 
ently  proclaimed  the  fuperiority  of 
that  weapoiv 

It  required,  however,  fo  much 
training  belore  the  archer  could  be 
expert,  that  we  muft  not  be  lur- 
prifed  if  foon  afterwards  this  mili¬ 
tary  exercife  was' much  neglected, 
as  appears  by  the  preambles  of  ie- 
veral  ancient  ftatutes. 

“  Whilft  the  military  tenures 
fublifted,  the  fovereign  could  only 
call  upon  his  tenants  during  war, 
who  therefore  attended  with  the 
weapons  they  had  been  tiled  to,  and 
which  required  no  previous  prac¬ 
tice. 

“  On  the  other  hand,  the  Eng- 
li(h  arc  he  rT  we  re  obliged  by  ac  ts  of 
parliament,  even  in  time  of  peace, 
to  ereCt  butts  in  every  parifti,  and 
to  fhoot  on  every  Sunday  and  ho- 
liday,  after  repairing  perhaps  to 
thefe  butts  from  a  conliderabie  di- 
ftance,  whilft  the  expence  ot  at  leaft 
a  yew-bow,  is  reprefented  as  being 
a  charge,  which  they  were  fcarcely 
equal  to. 

“  The  king  and  parliaments  of 
this  country  having  thus  compelled 
the  inhabitants  to  Inch  training,  the 
Englilh  armies  had  (it  Ihould  feem) 
the  fame  advantage  over  our  ene¬ 
mies,  as  the  exclufive  ufe  of  fire¬ 
arms  would  give  us  at  prefent. 

“  It  appears  alfo  by  what  hath 
been  already  ftated,  that  the  long¬ 
bow  continued  to  be  in  eftimation 
for  more  than  two  centuries  after 
vunpowder  wras  introduced,  which 

i.  ^  r 

probably  arofe  from  mufquets  be¬ 


ing  very  cumberfome  and  unwieldy. 
It  is  well  known  that  rapid  move¬ 
ments  are  generally  decifive  of  the 
campaign,  and  for  fuch  the  archers 
were  particularly  adapted,  becaufe, 
as  they  could  not  be  annoyed  at  the 
lame  diftance  by  the  weapons  of  the 
enemy,  they  had  fcarcely  any  oc- 
cafion  for  armour.  The  flower  of 
ancient  armies  likewife  was  the  ca¬ 
valry,  again  ft  which  the  long-bow 
never  failed  to  prevail,  as  man  and 
horfe  were  too  large  objects  to  be 
milled ;  and  hence  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  French  nobility  who  were 
prifoners  at  Crefly,  PoiCtiers,  and 
Agincourt,  for  being  difmounted  (if 
not  wounded)  w'hilftthey  were  alfo 
clad  m  heavy  armour,  they  could 
not  make  their  efcape. 

“  The  fame  realon  accounts  for 
our  obtaining  thefe  fignai  victories 
with  fo  inferior  numbers  $  for  the 
nobility  and  gentry  thus  becoming' 
prifoners,  the  other  parts  of  the 
French  army  made  little  or  no  rc- 
fiftance. 

“  Having  mentioned  fo  many  ad¬ 
vantages  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifh 
archers,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that 
if  the  enemy  gained  the  wind  a- 
gainft  them,  it  muft  have  been  al~ 
moft  as  decifive  in  favour  of  our 
opponents,  as  when  it  is  obtained 
in  a  lea-fight  :  I  conclude,  how¬ 
ever,  that  our  generals  avoided  en¬ 
gagements,  if  poifible,  when  the 
wind  was  not  favourable. 

“  I  fhall  now  conclude  this  elTay 
by  a  few  anecdotes  and  general  ob- 
fervations  relative  to  the  fubjeCt. 

“  Though  we  hear  of  arrows  at 
Cheviot  Chafe  which  were  a  yard 
long,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  to  be 
fuppofed  that  the  wrhole  band  made 
uleof  fuch,  or  could  draw  them  to 
the  head. 

“  The  regulation  of  the  Iri/li  fta~ 
tute  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  viz. 
that  the  bow  ihall  not  exceed  the 

height 
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height  of  the  man,  is  allowed  by 
archers  to  have  been  well  confider- 
ed  ;  and  as  the  arrow  fhould  be 
half  the  length  of  the  bow,  this 
would  give  an  arrow  of  a  yard  in 
length  to  thofe  only  who  were  fix 
feet  high.  A  ftrong  man  of, this 
fize  in  the  prefent  times  cannot  ea- 
iilv  draw  above  twenty-four  inches, 
if  the  bow  is  of  a  proper  ftrength 
to  do  execution  at  a  confide  table  di¬ 
ftance.  At  the  fame  time  it  muff 
be  admitted,  that  as  our  anceftors 
were  obliged  by  fome  of  the  old  fta- 
tutes  to  begin  fliooting  with  the 
long-bow  at  the  age  of  feven,  they 
might  have  acquired  a  greater  flight 
in  this  exercife  than  their  descend¬ 
ants,  though  the  latter  fhould  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  of  equal  ftrength. 

“  As  the  fhooting  with  the  long¬ 
bow  was  firft  introduced  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  pradtifed  almoft  exclu¬ 
sively  for  nearly  two  centuries,  fo 
it  hath  occasioned  a  peculiar  me¬ 
thod  of  drawing  the  arrow  to  the 
ear,  and  not  to  the  bread. 

That  this  is  contrary  to  the 
lifage  of  the  ancients  is  very  clear 
from  their  reliefs,  and  from  the  tra¬ 
dition  of  the  Amazons  cutting  off 
cite  of  their  paps,  as  it  occafioned 
an  impediment  to  their  fliooting. 

As  for  Diana’s  not  having  dif¬ 
fered  the  fame  amputation,  it  muff 
be  remembered  that  file  was  not 
only  a  goddefs,  but  moff  abtive 
himtrefs,  and  profeifed  the  moff 
perfedt  chaffity  ;  file  therefore  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  im¬ 
peded  by  fuch  an  obffacle  to  ar¬ 
chery,  as  Juno  or  Ceres. 

“  The  Finfoury  archer  is  there¬ 
fore  reprefented  in  this  attitude  of 
drawing  to  the  ear,  both  in  the 
Bowman’s  Glory,  as  alfo  in  the  fil- 
ver  badge  given  by  Catherine 
(queen  of  Charles  the  Second)  to 
the  Artillery  Company. 

u  Several  years  ago  there  was  a 
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man  named  Topham,  who  exhibit¬ 
ed  moff  furprizing  feats  of  ftrength, 
and  who  happened  to  be  at  a  pub- 
lic-houfe  near  Iflington,  to  which 
the  Finfbury  archers  reforted,  after 
their  exercife.  Topham  confidered 
the  long-bow  as  a  play  thing,  only 
fit  for  a  child,  upon  which  one  of 
the  archers  laid  him  a  bowl  of 
punch,  that  he  could  not  draw  the 
arrow  two-thirds  of  its  length.  Top¬ 
ham  accepted  this  bet  with  the 
greateft  confidence  of  winning,  but 
bringing  the  arrow  to  his  breaft,  in- 
Head  of  his  ear,  he  was  greatly 
mortified  by  paying  the  wager,  af¬ 
ter  many  fruitlefs  efforts. 

As  to  the  diftance  to  which  an 
arrow  can  be  (hot  from  a  long-bow 
with  the  bell  elevation  of  forty-five 
degrees,  that  muff  neceftariiy  de¬ 
pend  much  both  upon  the  ftrength 
and  flight  of  the  archer  ;  but  as  the 
longeft  diftance  I  can  find  in  the 
annexed  plans  is  eleven  i'core  and 
feven  yards,  I  conclude  that  fuch 
length  is  not  often  exceeded. 

“  There  is  indeed  a  tradition, 
that  an  attorney  of  Wigan,  in  Lan- 
caihire  (named  Leigh),  fhot  a  mile 
in  three  flights ;  but  the  fame  tra- 
dition  ftates,  that  he  placed  himfelf 
in  a  very  particular  attitude,  which 
cannot  be  ufed  commonly  in  this 
exercife. 

u  The  archers  confideran  arrow" 
of  an  ounce  weight  to  be  the  belt 
for  flight  or  hitting  a  mark  at  a  con-' 
fiderable  ditlance,  and  that  afp  alfo 
is  the  befi  material  of  which  they 
can  be  made. 

“  As  to  the  feathers,  that  of  a 
goofe  is  preferred  ;  it  is  alfo  wiflied, 
that  the  bird  fhould  be  two  or  three 
years  old,  and  that  the  feather  may 
drop  of  itfelf. 

“  And  here  it  may  not  perhaps 
be  improper  to  explain  the  grey 
goofe  wing  in  the  ballad  of  Cheviot 
Chafe. 


“  Two 
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u  Two  out  of  the  three  feathers 
in  an  arrow  are  commonly  white, 
being  plucked  from  the  gander,  but 
the  third  is  generally  brown  or  grey, 
being  taken  from  the  goofe,  and 
from  this  difference  in  point  of  co¬ 
lour,  informs  the  archer  when  the 
arrow  is  properly  placed.  From 
this  moffc  diftinguifhed  part  there¬ 
fore  the  whole  arrow  fometimes  re¬ 
ceives  its  name. 

44  Though  archery  continued  to 
be  encouraged  by  the  king  and  le- 
gillature  for  more  than  two  centu¬ 
ries,  after  the  firft  knowledge  of  the 
effedis  of  gunpowder,  yet  by  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Eighth,  it  feems  to  have  been  part¬ 
ly  coniidered  as  a  paftime. 

44  Arthur,  the  elder  brother  of 
Henry,  is  faid  to  have  been  fond  of 
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this  exercife,  in  fo  much,  that  a 
good  fliooter  was  flyled  prince  Ar¬ 
thur. 

44  We  are  alfo  informed,  that  he 
pitched  his  tent  at  Mile  End,  in 
order  to  be  prefent  at  this  recrea¬ 
tion,  and  that  Henrv  his  brother 
alfo  attended. 

44  When  the  latter  afterwards  be¬ 
came  king,  he  gave  a  prize  at  Wind- 
for  to  thofe  who  fhould  excel  in 
this  exercife  •  and  a  capital  fhot 
having  been  made?  Henry  faid  to 
Barlow  (one  of  his  guards)  44  if 
you  fill  win,  you  fhall  be  duke 
over  all  archers. ”  Barlow  there¬ 
fore  having  fucceeded,  and  living 
jm  Shoreditch,  was  created  duke 
thereof. 

44  Upon  another  occafion,  Henry 
and  the  queen  were-  met  by  two 
hundred  archers  on  Shooter’s  Hill, 
which  probably  took  its  name  from 
their  aflfembling  near  it  to  fhoot  at 
marks. 

44  This  king  likewife  gave  the 
firft  charter  to  the  Artillery  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  twentyrninth  year  of 
his  rdgn,  by  which  they  are  per¬ 
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mitted  to  wear  dreffes  of  any  co¬ 
lour,  except  purple  and  lcarlet,  to 
fhoot  not  only  at  marks,  but  birds, 
if  not  pheafants  or  herons,  and 
within  two  miles  of  the  royal  pa¬ 
laces.  They  are  alfo  enjoined  by 
the  fame  charter  not  to  wear  furs  of 
a  greater  price  than  thofe  of  the 
martin.  The  mod:  material  privi¬ 
lege,  however,  is,  that  of  indem¬ 
nification  from  murder,  if  any  per- 
fon  palling  between  the  fliooter  and 
the  mark  is  killed,  provided  the  ar¬ 
chers  have  firll  called  out  fast. 

44  As  it  appears  by  what  hath 
been  ftated,  that  both  Henry  the 
Eighth  and  his  queen  fometimes 
attended  the  archers  when  they 
were  fhooting  at  marks,  it  is  not  at 
all  extraordinary  that  their  dreffes 
began  to  be  expenfive,  and  that 
they  ftudied  much  the  gracefulness 
of  the  attitude. 

44  Alcham,  therefore,  who  wrote 
his  Toxophilus  at  the  end  of  this 
reign,  hath  feveral  chapters  on  this 
head,  in  wrhich  he  begins,  by  ridi¬ 
culing  the  aukwardnels  of  fome  ar¬ 
chers  in  this  refpedt,  as  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  citation. 

“  Another  coureth  downe,  and 
layeth  out  his  buttocks,  as  though 
he  fliould  fhoot  at  crowes.” 

44  Which  laft  part  moreover  ex¬ 
plains  a  paflage  in  Shakefpeare’s 
King  Lear,  a£t  iv.  fc.  6. 

44  That  fellow  handles  his  bow 
like  a  crowkeeper.” 

44  From  the  words  above  quoted 
it  is  to  be  inferred,  that  when  gun¬ 
powder  was  yet  very  dear,  fields 
were  kept  from  crows  by  unlkiiful 
archers,  who  had  no  grace  in  their 
attitudes,  and  were  therefore  fpoken 
of  by  the  expert  with  the  greatefi 
contempt,,  fo  that  to  fhoot  like  a 
crowkeeper,  had  become  prover¬ 
bial. 

44  Afcham  mentions  another  par¬ 
ticular  with  regard  to  archery  inhia 

time. 
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time,  which  is,  that  (as  it  com¬ 
monly  happens  in  other  pailimes) 
the  bets  at  thefe  fhooting  matches 
began  to  be  coniiderable. 

“  I  fhall  conclude  this  eflay  by 
mentioning,  that  the  long-bow  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  ufed  as  a  manly  exer- 
cife  by  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva, 


and  in  many  parts  of  Flanders ;  nor 
is  it  totally  neglected  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  particularly  Lancafhire,  and 
London,  where  a  lociety  (of  which 
our  worthy  member  fir  Afliton  Le¬ 
ver  is  the  prefident)  frequently  life 
this  manly  recreation.” 


OBSERVATIONS  on  the  LANGUAGE  of  the  PEOPLE  commonly 
called  GYPSIES.  By  Mr.  Mars  den. 

[  From  the  fame  Publication.  ] 


«  f  T  has  long  been  furmifed  that 

Jj[  the  vagrant  tribes  of  people 
called  in  this  country  Gyplies,  and 
on  parts  of  the  continent  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  Cingari,  Zingari,  and  Chin- 
gali,  were  of  eaftern  origin.  The 
former  name  has  been  l'uppofed  a 
corruption  of  Egyptian,  and  fome 
learned  perfons  have  judged  it  not 
improbable  that  their  language 
might  be  traced  to  the  Coptic. 

“  In  the  courfe  of  refearches 
which  I  have  had  occafion  to  pur- 
fue  on  the  fubjeCt  of  language,  I 
obferved  that  Ludolfus,  in  his  Hi- 
ffory  of  Ethiopia,  makes  mention, 
incidentally,  of  the  Cingari  vei  Er- 
rones  Nubiani,  and  gives  a  fpeci- 
men  of  words  which  he  had  col¬ 
lected  from  thefe  people  in  his  tra¬ 
vels,  with  a  view  of  determining 
their  origin.  He  difcuffes  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  various  w  riters  concerning 
them,  but  forms  no  precife  one  of 
his  own,  concluding  his  obferva- 
tions  wTith  thefe  words  :  “  Eadem 
vocabula,  cum  maximam  partem 
reperiain  apud  Vulcanium,  a  cen¬ 
tum  fere  annis  tradita,  non  fidtuia 
exiftimo,  ut  Megiferus  putat,  nec 
corrupta  ex  aliis  linguis,  neque 
jEgyptiaca  five  Coptica.” 

-  «  I  was  furprifed  to  find  many 
of  the  words  contained  in  the  fpe- 


cimen  familiar  to  my  eye,  and 
pointed  out  to  fir  Jofeph  Banks  (in 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1783) 
their  evident  correfpondence  with 
the  terms  in  the  Hindoftanic,  or  as 
it  is  vulgarly  termed  in  India,  the 
Moors  language.  This  fimilitude 
appeared  to  me  fo  extraordinary, 
that  I  was  inclined  to  lufpeCt  an  er¬ 
ror  in  the  publication,  which  might 
have  arifen  from  a  confufion  of  ob- 
fcure  vocabularies  in  the  author’s 
poffeffion.  The  circumliancc,  howr- 
ever,  determined  me  to  pay  farther 
attention  to  the  fubieCt,  and  to  ex¬ 
amine,  in  the  firft  place,  whether 
the  language  fpoken  by  the  Gypfey 
tribes  in  England,  and  by  thofe  in 
the  remoter  parts  of  the  continent 
of  Europe,  were  one  and  the  fame  ; 
and  then  to  afcertain  whether  this 
a&ually  bore  the  affinity,  which  fo 
forcibly  if  ruck  me  in  Ludolfus,  to 
any  of  the  languages  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  India. 

“  Through  the  obliging  affi fi¬ 
ance  of  fir  Jofeph  Banks,  who  has 
fpared  no  pains  to  promote  this  in- 
velligation,  I  procured  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  obtaining  a  lilt  of  words 
from  our  Gypfies,  which  1  can  de¬ 
pend  upon  as  genuine,  and  toler¬ 
ably  accurate  in  refpedf  to  the  pro¬ 
nunciation,  from  their  being  corro¬ 
borated 
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berated  by  words  alfo  taken  down, 
feparately,  by  fir  Jofeph,  and  by 
Dr.  Blagden.  Mr.  Matra  did  me 
the  favour  to  tranfmit  tor  me  a  lift 
of  words  to  Turkey,  and  from  his 
ingenious  friend  Mr.  B.  Pifani,  I 
received  a  complete  and  fatisfadtory 
tranflation  of  them,  together  with 
fome  information  refpedting  the 
manners  of  the  Chinghiares,  in  the 
Turkifh  dominions,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  come  within  the  de- 
tign  of  this  paper,  as  1  mean  to 
confine  myfelf,  in  the  prefen t  com¬ 
munication,  limply  to  the  queftion 
of  the  fimilarity  of  language,  which, 
if  eftablifhed,  I  fhould  efteem  a 
matter  of  no  little  curiofity  ;  pre¬ 
fuming  it  to  be  perfectly  new  to  the 
world.  Of  this  fimilarity  the  learn¬ 
ed  members  of  the  fociety  will  be 
enabled  to  form  their  judgment 
from  the  annexed  paper,  exhibiting 
a  companion  of  a  few  of  the  words 
procured  from  the  different  quar¬ 
ters  befoje  mentioned,  with  the 
Hindoftanic  terms,  from  the  belt 
publillied  and  parole  authorities. 

6(  It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  re¬ 
mark,  tha‘  the  general  appellation 
for  thefe  people  in  the  eaftern  parts 
of  Europe,  is  very  nearly  connedl- 
ed  with  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ceylon,  in  the  Eaft-Xndies,  who 
are  equally  termed  Lingalefe  and 
Chingalefe  ;  though  at  the  fame 
time  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that 
the  language  of  this  iftand  has  much 
lefs  correfpondence  with  that  of  the 
Gypiies,  than  many  other  of  the 
Indian  :  dialedfs.  His  grace  the 
archbifhop  of  York,  with  his  ufual 
difeernment,  fuggefted  to  me  the 
probability  that  the  Zingari  here 
fpoken  of,  may  have  derived  their 
name,  and  perhaps  their  origin, 
from  the  people  called  Langari  or 
Langarians,  who  are  found  in  the 
north-weft  parts  of  the  peninfula 
of  Hiridoftan,  and  infeft  the  coafts 
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of  Guzerat  and  Sindy  with  their 
piratical  depredations.  The  man* 
time  turn  of  this  numerous  race  of 
people,  with  their  roving  and  en* 
terprifing  difpofition,  may  warrant; 
the  idea  of  occafional  emigrations 
in  their  boats,  by  the  courfe  of  the 
Red  Sea. 


(S  Notwithstanding  that  the  re- 
femblance  to  the  Hindoftanic  is  the 
predominant  feature  in  the  Gypfejf 
dialed!,  yet  there  are  words  inter* 
fperfed,  which  evidently  coincide 
with  other  languages.  Befide  the 
Mahratta  and  Bengalefe,  which  I 
have  marked  in  the  comparative  fpe* 
cimen,  it  is  not  a  little  lingular  that 
the  terms  for  the  numerals  feven, 
eight,  and  nine,  are  purely  Greek, 
although  the  firft  five,  and  that  for 
ten,  are  indifputablv  Indian.  It  is 
alfo  a  curious  obfervation,  that  al¬ 
though  the  Indian  term  for  feven3 
being  faath,  differs  from  the  Gyp- 
fey,  yet  that  for  a  week,  or  fevefl, 
days,  is  the  eftan  of  the  latter. 
One  word  only,  among  thofe  which 
I  have  examined,  bears  a  refem- 
blance  to  the  Coptic,  which  is  ron% 
the.  fame  with  romi,  a  man.  In  . 
comparifons  of  this  nature,  a  due 
allowance  muft  be  made,  not  only 
for  the  various  modes  of  fpelling 
adopted  by  different  perfons  and 
different  nations,  but  alfo  for  the 
diffimilar  manner  in  which  the  fame 
individual  found  ftrikes  the  organs 
of  the  hearers  ;  of  which  fome 
pointed  inftances  might  be  given. 

u  Should  any  be  inclined  to 
doubt  (which  I  fcarcely  fuppofe 
poffible)  of  the  identity  of  the  Gyp- 
fey  or  Cingari,  and  the  Hindoftanic 
languages,  ft  ill  it  will  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  no  uninterefting  fubjedfc 
of  fpeculation,  that  tribes  wander¬ 
ing  through  the  mountains  of  Nu- 
bia,  or  the  plains  of  Romania,  have 
converfed  for  centuries  in  a  di aleck 
perfectly  fimilar  to  that  fpoken  at  this 
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day  by  the  obfoure,  defpifed,  and 
wretched  people  in  England,  whole 
languagehas  been  confidered  as  a  fa¬ 
bricated  gibberifn,  and  confounded 
with  a  cant  in  ufe  amongftthieves.and 


beggars,  and  whofe  perfons  have 
been  (till  within  the  period  of  a 
year)  an  object  of  the  perfecution, 
lftftead  of  the  protection  of  our 
laws.” 


EXTRACT  from  Mr.  STRUTT- s  ESSAY  on  the  ORIGIN  and 
;  PROGRESS  of  the  ART  of  ENGRAVING. 

,  [  From  his  Biographical  Dictionary  of  Engravers.  ] 


HAVING  proved,  in  the 
preceding  part  of  this  El- 
fay,  the  great  antiquity  of  engrav¬ 
ing,  it  remains  now  to  coniider  the 
art  in  a  far  more  extenlive  point  of 
view,  and  to  examine,  when  it  was 
profefledly  executed  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  producing  fpecimenson  pa¬ 
per  ;  which  happy  invention  in¬ 
creased  its  reputation,  and  rendered 
it  more. generally  ufeful.  The  con- 
fequence  it  now  acquired  with  the 
public,  bccalibned  its?  feparation 
from  the  Ihop  of  the  goldfmith,  and 
worker  in  metals,  with  whom  it 
feems  to  have  remained  for  many 
ages,  as  a  branch  of  their  profef- 
fion ;  and  the  engraver  by  himlelf 
was  properly  confidered  as  an  artiit 
of  the  fir  ft  rank. 

u  The  Germans  and  the  Italians 
both  lay  claim  to  the  invention  of 
the  art  of  taking  imprellions  from 
engraved  plates  on  paper.  The 
former  place  their  dependence  upon 
the  antiquity  of  the  works  which 
they  produce  ;  as  the  engravings 
of  the  old  mailers  of  that  country  : 
the  latter  upon  the  poll  five  .affertion 
of  Georgio  Vafari,  who  attributes 
it  to  Mafib  Finiguerra,  a  Florentine 
artift  ;  and  declares,  that  it  was  ac¬ 
cidentally  difcovered  by  him  about 
the  year  1460. 

ik  ProfelTor  Chrift  mentions  feve- 
ral  old  engravings,  evidently  the 
production  of  feme  German  artift ; 


one  of  them  dated  as  early  as  1465  ; 
the  reft  1466  and  1467  ;  which  ac¬ 
count,  refpeding  the  two  latter 
dates,  is  confirmed  by  M.  Heinnc- 
ken,  an  excellent  and  able  writer 
upon  this  fubjeel,  whofe  publica¬ 
tions  are  frequently  referred  to  in 
the  courfe  of  this  work.  Thefe,  it 
feems,  were  the  earlieft  German 
prints  they  could  produce  with 
dates  ;  whereas  the  firlt  dated  en¬ 
gravings  in  Italy,  are  laid  to  be  the 
geographical  charts  for  an  edition 
of  Ptolemy,  publifhed  at  Rome, 
A.  D  1478.  The  plates  for  the 
large  edition  of  the  Poems  of  Dante, 
invented  by  Boticelli,  and  engraved 
by  him,  or  Baldini,  did  not  appear 
till  1481;.  Hence  we  find  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  twelve  years  between  the 
date  of  the  Italian  engravings  and 
thofe  produced  in  Germany. 

“  It  is  indeed  remarkable,  that 
no  print  has  hitherto  been  produced 
by  the  Italians,  which  can  with  the 
leaft  degree  of  certainty  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  Finiguerra.  Neither  has 
there  been  found  in  the  foreign  col¬ 
lections  any  engravings  of  a  prior 
date  to  thofe  mentioned  above;  but 
others  rudely  executed,  and  with¬ 
out  date,  are  mentioned  however  as 
proofs  of  the  exercife  of  the  art  as 
well  in  Italy  as  in  Germany,  be¬ 
fore  the  publication  of  thole  prints 
which  were  dated.  But  it  would  be 
highly  Improper  to  place  an  impli- 
z  •'*'  cit 
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cit  faith  upon  an  evidence  fo  doubt¬ 
ful  ;  for  if  there  be  no  date  to  a 
print,  it  is  totally  impoffible  to  as¬ 
certain  the  time  precifely  in  which 
it  was  executed  ;  for  its  rudenels, 
and  the  indifference  of  its  vvork- 
manfhip,  are  by  no  means  to  be 
coniidered  as  certain  proofs  of  its 
antiquity ;  though  in  fome  cafes 
they  may  have  their  weight,  efpe- 
cially  when  ftrengthened  by  other 
corroborating  circumftances  :  yet 
even  then  a  positive  decilion  in  their 
favour  ought  to  be  very  cautiouily 
made. 

“  From  the  fimplicity  of  Andrea 
Mantegna’s  ftyle,  I  wonder  not, 
that  he  has  been  often  coniidered  as 
one  of  the  moil  early  engravers. 
For  I  own,  before  I  was  convinced 
bv  experience  of  the  contrary,  I 
concluded,  that  his  manner  of  en¬ 
graving  was,  of  all  others,  the  moil 
ancient.  One  of  the  earlieft  fpeci- 
mens  of  this  kind  of  workmanfhip, 
which  I  have  feen,  is  faithfully  co- 
•  pied,  phrfe  V.  of  this  volume.  If 
the  F.  which  appears  upon  the  pe- 
deftal  clofe  to  the  hand  of  the  feat- 
♦d  figure,  be  granted  to  frand  for 
Finiguerra,  the  print  muff  be  con¬ 
iidered  as  a  very  valuable  acquisi¬ 
tion;  for  it  would  inconteftibly 
prove,  that  this  fpecies  of  engrav¬ 
ing,  which  was  p  radii  fed  in  Italy 
only,  was  more  ancient  than  any 
other  adopted  in  that  country,  and 
in  fome  rneafure  exculpate  Vafari 
for  attributing  the  invention  to  Fi¬ 
niguerra,  even  if  it  fhould  hereaf¬ 
ter  be  proved  that  the  Germans 
p  radii  fed  the  art  of  taking  impref- 
iions  from  engravings  prior  to  the 
Italians.  But  this  interpretation  of 
the  letter  F.  is  not  without  fome 
difficulty.  It  is  exprefly  faid  by 
Vafari,  that  Baldini  was  inftrudled 
by  Finiguerra,  and  Boticelli  again 
by  Baldini.  Yer  if  we  look  at  the 
plates  executed  by  one  or  both  the 


laft  artifts  for  the  great  edition  off 
Dante,  dated  1481,  we  fhall  find 
the  ftrokes,  which  ■  conftitute  the 
fhadows,  laid  this  wav  or  that  in- 
difcrlnlmately,  as  the  engraver 
thought  proper,  and  crofted  with 
fecond  ftrokes  almoff  continually, 
and  fometimes  with  thirds,  as"  the 
reader  may  fee  upon  plate  VIE 
which  is  a  faithful  copy  of  one  of 
the  engravings  for  Dante.  The 
ftyle  of  the  engraving,  plate  V,  is 
precifely  the  fame  as  was  afterwards 
adopted  by  Andrea  Mantegna  ;  fee 
palate  VI.  which  is  taken  from  a 
print  executed  by  him.  The  out¬ 
line  is  firft  cut  upon  the  copper  in  a 
very  powerful  manner,  and  the  fha¬ 
dows  areexpreffed  by  fimple  ftrokes, 
running  from  one  corner  of  the 
plate  to  the  other,  without  any 
crofting,  or  confide  table  variation, 
precifely  in  imitation  of  drawings 
made  with  a  pen.  Now,  if  Fini¬ 
guerra  worked  in  this  ftyle,  it  is 
not  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  his 
immediate  difciple,  Baldini,  or  Bo¬ 
ticelli,  inftrudfed  by  Baldini,  fhould 
have  fo  totally  differed  from  it. 

“  It  is  as  confidently  reported, 
011  the  other  hand,  that  Andrea 
Mantegna  learned  the  art  of  en¬ 
graving  from  the  works,  if  not  from 
the  mftru&ions,  of  Finiguerra,  of 
his  fcholars.  If  this  be  true,  it 
will  alfo  appear  incredible,  that  he 
fhould  not  in  fome  rneafu re  hate 
followed  the  ftyle  of  his  inftrudlors. 
The  print,  plate  V.  has  every  ex¬ 
ternal  appearance  of  being  executed 
prior  to  the  works  of  Mantegna  ; 
the  mechanical  part  of  whofe  en¬ 
gravings  is  far  fuperior,  firmer,  and 
more  decided.  It  is  therefore  highly 
probable,  that  from  this  m after, 
whoever  he  might  be,  Mantegna 
received  his  firft  inftrudlions.  This 
fpecies  of  engraving  was  carried  to 
a  ftill  farther  degree  of  perfection 
by  John  Antonio  Brixianus,  and 
N  z  other 
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other  artifls  of  that  time.  After 
which  period  it  died  away,  and  we 
hear  no  more  of  it.  And  that  this 
Ryle  of  workmanfhip  was  not  the 
moft  ancient,  we  need  only  refer  to 
the  olde it  dated  prints,  and  beyond 
them  to  the  bral's  plates  on  tombs, 
and  other  fpecimens  of  the  art,  tor 
centuries  pafl,  and  we  Rail  find  the 
Evokes  prpmifcuoufly  laid  upon 
them,  forming  the  fhadows,  and 
crolfed  or  recrofled  without  the  leafl 
r  e  Erain  t^ 

According*  to  what  has  been 
{aid,  it  appears,  that  1465  is  the 
earlieft  date  affixed  to  any  print, 
produced  by  the  Germans,  except 
indeed  one  mentioned  by  Sandrart, 
in  his  Academy  of  Painting,  which 
he  fays  he  had  feen,  hearing  date  ten 
years  earlier,  and  marked  with  a 
cypher,  *  compofea  of  an  H.  and  an 
S.  joined  to  the  crofs-bar  of  the  H. 
precifely  in  the  fame  manner  as  that 
ufed  by  Hans  Schauflein.  But 
even  the  mofl  fanguine  of  his  own 
countrymen  cannot  help  allowing* 
their  fufpicion  of  a  miflake  in  the 
date  |  and  feme  have  faid,  it  fhould 
have  been  written  14771  which  o- 
thers,  think  is  Rill  too  early.  It  is 
readily  allowed  that  an  older  maRer 
than  Schauflein  did  exift,  who  ufed 
the  fame  monogram  ;  but  his  prints 
in  general  bear  the  evident  marks  of 
being  copies  from  others,  and  by 
no  means,  from  the  manner  of  their 
execution,  juRify  the  fuppofition  of 
their  being  the  works  of  a  mafter, 
greatly  anterior  to  the  year  1500. 
The  fubjedl  of  the  print  mentioned 
by  Sandrart, .  is  a  girl  careffing  an 
old  man  while  file  Reals  his  purfe 
from  him.  This  fubjeft,  it  is  well 
known,  was  frequently  engraved, 
both  on  copper  and  on  wood,  by  a 
variety  of  ancient  mailers ;  but,  ex¬ 
cept  Sandrart,  I  never  heard  of  any¬ 
one  wffio  had  feen  the  print  alluded 
t©9  A  fuller  account  of  this  artift, 


with  his  works,  may  be  feen  in  the 
fecond  volume,  under  the  article 
Schauflein.  The  Rory,  that  Peter 
Scliofler  invented  the  art  of  engrav¬ 
ing  on  copper,  and  taking  impref- 
fions  from  plates  ot  that  metal,  does 
riot  bear  any  iimilitude  to  the  truth; 
neither  have  we  the  leafl  plan  Able 
reafon  given,  in  fupport  of  fuch  an 
albert  ion. 

44  With  reipecl  to  the  edition 
of  Ptolemy,  printed  at  Rome  in 
the  year  1478,  we  mull  take  notice, 
that  the  plates  were  not  engraved  by* 
Italian  artifls,,  but  by  Conrad  Sweyn- 
heym,  and  Arnold  Buckinck,  both 
of  them  Germans.  The  former,  as 
appears  from  the  dedication,  firffi 
brought,  not  only  the  art  of  taking 
impreflions  from  engraved  plates, 
but  that  of  printing  alio,  to  Rome, 
where  he  died,  three  years  after  the 

7  j 

commencement  of  the  work,  which 
was  at  length  completed  by  the  lat- 
ter  ;  and  the  plates  for  this  book  arc 
fuppofed  to  have  been  begun  about 
the  year  1472.  It  will  doubtlefs 
feern  very  extraordinary,  that  the 
art  of  engraving  fhould  have  been 
difeovered  at  Florence  fo  early  as 
1460,  and  yet  unknown  twelve 
years  afterwards  at  Rome,  where  it 
was  firR  introduced  by  foreign  ar° 
tills.  It  appears  from  this  circum- 
Rance,  that  though  Finiguerra,  Bo- 
ticelli,  and  Baldini,  all  of  them  Flo¬ 
rentines,  poflefled  the  fecret,  they 
did  not  divulge  it  fpeedily ;  and 
hence,  as  a  good  prefumptuous 
proof,  it  may  be  urged,  that  fuch 
Italian  engravings,  as  are  to  be 
found  prior  to  the  year  1472,  arc 
by  the  hand  of  one  or  other  of  thefe 
artifls.  If  this  be  granted,  and 
great  plau Ability,  at  leafl,  is  on  its 
tide,  it  will  follow  that  the  origin 
nals,  from  whence  the  plates  II. 
and  III.  are  taken,  are  fo.  Thefe 
curious  and  valuable  fpecimens  of 
ancient  engravings,  which,  I  be- 
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licve,  are  unique,  mud  have  been 
executed  as  eariy  as  the  year  1464  j 
a  very  fhort  interval,  from  the  time, 
which  V afara  gives  us  for  the  in¬ 
vention  of  the  art ;  and  are  conli- 
derably  more  early  than  any  hither¬ 
to  produced,  though  all  the  great 
foreign  libraries  have  been  repeat- 

O  1 

edly  fearched'  for  that  purpofe. 
Two  of  them,  I  thought,  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  fhew  the  ftyle  in  which 
they  are  executed  ;  but  the  fet  con¬ 
flicts  of  eight  plates,  namely,  the 
feven  planets,  and  an  almanack  by 
way  of  frontifpiece,  on  which  are 
directions  for  finding  Eafter  from 
the  year  1465  to  1517  inclufive  ; 
and  the  dates  regularly  follow  each 
other,  which  plainly  proves,  that 
there  can  be  no  midake  with  refpeCt 
to  the  fir  if  ;  and  we  may  be  well  af- 
fured,  in  this  cafe,  the  engravings 
were  not  antedated  ;  for  the  alma¬ 
nack  of  courfe  became  lefs  and  lefs 
valuable  every  year.  A  full  de- 
fcription-'T)f  all  thefe  engravings 
will  be  given  in  the  feventh  chap¬ 
ter  of  this  Effay. 

“  If  we  are  inclined  to  refer  thefe 
plates  to  either  of  the  three  Italian 
art  ids  before  mentioned,  we  lliall 
naturally  fuppofe  them  to  be  the 
work  of  Finiguerra,  or  Baldini ;  for 
they  are  not  equal,  either  in  draw¬ 
ing  or  composition,  to  thole  aieribed 
to  Boticelli ;  which  we  know  at  leaft 
were  defigned  by  him  ;  and  as  Bal¬ 
dini  is  expreily  faid  to  have  worked 
from  the  dedgns  of  Boticelli,  it  will 
appear  mod  probable,  if  they  are 
to  be  attributed  to  any  one  of  thefe 
three  artifls,  they  belong  to  the 
former.  The  reader  mud  be  left  to 
judge  for  himfelf,  whether*  he  con¬ 
ceives  them  to  be  fufficiently  well 
executed  ;  for  he  is  to  remember, 
that  Finiguerra  is  fpoken  of  by  Va- 
fari,  as  a  man  of  no  fmall  ability. 

I  own,  after  all,  if  I  could  but  tell 
to  whom  one  might  reafonably  a- 


feribe  thefe  curious  plates,  I  fliould 
yet  be  tempted  to  fuppofe  the  origi¬ 
nal  of  the  plate  No.  V.  was  really 
the  production  of  Finiguerra’s  gra¬ 
ver. 

“  We  have  now  feen  what  prs- 
tenfions  the  Italians  have  laid  to  the 
invention  of  the  art  of  engraving, 
aud  have  proved,  by  producing  un¬ 
doubted  lpecimens,  that  it  did  exit! 
nearly  about  the  time  dated  by  Va* 
fari.  With  refpeCt  to  what  he  has 
faid  concerning  the  art  of  taking 
impredions  from  engraved  plates  be¬ 
ing  invented  by  Finiguerra,  the  in¬ 
genious  obfervations  of  M.  Heine- 
ken  are  well  deferving  of  notice* 
u  According  to  Vafari,  fays  he,  and 
others,  his  countrymen,  it  was  the 
goldfmith  Finiguerra  who  invented 
this  art,  about  the  year  1 460  ;  and 
perhaps  he  was  not  midaken,  if  he 
lpeaks  of  Italy  only.  It  is  very 
poldble,  that  the  art  of  engraving 
fliould  have  been  long  praCtifed  in. 
Germany,  and  unknown  in  Italy* 
The  Italians,  thofe  of  Venice  ex¬ 
cepted,  had  very  little  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Germans.  For  this 
realon,  Finiguerra  might  difeover 
this  art,  without  knowing  that  it 
had  been  already  invented  in  Gei> 
many.  All  the  merchandizes  of 
this  country  were  fent  from  Ant¬ 
werp  to  the  Italians,  who  were 
much  better  acquainted  with  the 
people  of  the  Low  Countries  than 
thofe  of  the  other  provinces.  For 
this  eaufe,  V afari  fuppofed  that 
Martin  Schoen,  who  was  born  at 
Culmback,  and  redded  at  Colmar, 
was  a  Fleming,  and  condantly  calls 
him  Martin  of  Antwerp.’5 

u  We  fhall  now  proceed  to  exa¬ 
mine,  what  claim  the  Germans  can. 
bring,  prior  to  that  of  the  Italians ; 
and  in  that  cafe  we  fhall  have  re« 
courfe  to  their  works.  The  eariied: 
dated  print  I  ever  faw  produced  by 
this  fchool,  is  copied,  plate  I.  and 
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the  date  is  evidently  1461.  And 
we  fball  fee,  however  faulty  it  may 
be  with  refpedt  to  the  drawing,  or 
defective  in  point  of  tafte,  the  me¬ 
chanical  part  of  the  execution  of  it 
has  by  no  means  the  appearance  of 
being  one  of  the  firfc  productions  of 
the  graver.  We  have  alfo  feveral 
other  engravings,  evidently  the 
ivojks  of  the  fame  mailer,  and  con¬ 
cerning  which  the  fame  obierva- 
tlons  may  be  j uftly  made.  Belides, 
the  imprefiions  are  fo  neatly  taken 
from  the  plates,  and  the  engravings 
fo  clearly  printed  in  every  part,  that, 
according  to  all  appearance,  they 
could  not  be  executed  in  a  much 
better  manner  in  the  prefent  day, 
with  all  the  conveniences  which  the 
copper-plate  printers  now  poflefs, 
and  the  additional  knowledge  they 
muft  neceffarily  have  acquired,  in 
the  courfe  of  more  than  three  cen¬ 
turies.  Hence  we  may  fairly  con¬ 
clude,  that,  if  they  were  not  the 
firfl  fpecimens  of  the  engraver’s 
workmanfhip,  they  were  much  lei's 
the  fird  efforts  of  the  copper  plate 
printer’s  ability.  Not  that  plates 
being  badly  printed  is  any  certain 
proof  of  their  antiquity  ;  but  we 
can  hardly  imagine,  that  the  fil'd 
attempts  to  take  impredions  from 
engravings  fliould  immediately  have 
arrived  at  perfection,  and  that  at  a 
time  when  we  cannot  fuppofe  them 
to  have  been  aware  of  every  cir- 
cum dance  neceffary  to  infure  fuc- 
cefs ;  efpecially  when  we  find  it  no 
eafy  matter,  in  the  prefent  day,  at 
all  times,  to  procure  good  imp  ref- 
fions  from  pur  plates. 

The  artid  to  whom  we  owe 
this  lingular  curiofity  was,  without 
doubt,  a  goldfmith.  And  indeed, 
It  is  certain,  that  the  art  of  engrav¬ 
ing  plates,  for  the  purpofe  of  print- 
Ingpfird  originated  with  thofe  ingq- 
pious  mechanics,,  or  elfe  with  the 
pngiavers,  who  executed  the  brafs 


plates  for  the  monuments  ;  but  as 
I  have  laid  before,  I  do  by  no  means 
fuppofe,  that  this  print  is  tire  fil'd 
fpecimen  of  engraving,  even  if  we 
fliould  allow  its  author  to  have  been 
the  inventor  of  the  art.  There  are 
other  plates,  fome  of  which  I  dial l 
fpecify  hereafter,  that,  j  think,  bear 
evident  marks  of  priority,  particu- 
larly  thofe  of  the  maftcr,  who  ufed 
the  Gothic  initials  F„  and  S.  fe  pa- 
rated  by  a  very  lingular  mark,  and 
who  is  called  by  abbe  Marolles, 
Francois  Stol's,  or  Stoltzhirs  ;  but 
upon  what  authority  does  not  ap¬ 
pear, 

d  Martin  Schoen,  a  painter,  en¬ 
graver,  and  goldfmith,  who  was 
born  at  Culmback,  and  redded 
chiefly  at  Colmar,  is  laid,  with  great 
appearance  of  truth,  to  have  work¬ 
ed  from  1460  to  1486,  in  which 
year  he  died.  This  artift  was  ap? 
pnrently  the  difeiple  of  Stoltzhirs  ; 
for  he  followed  his  fivle  of  engrav- 
ing,  and  copied  from  him  a  let  of 
prints,  repreienting  the  paliion  of 
our  Saviour.  So  that,  allowing' 
Stoltzhirs  to  have  preceded  his  dil'« 
ciple  only  ten  years,  this  carries 
the  sera  of  the  art  back  to  1450, 
without  having  any  recourfe  to  the 
fabulous  relation  of  fome  authors 
upon  this  fubjeCt,  who  fpeak  of  one 
Luprecht  Ruft,  as  the  mailer  of 
Martin  Schoen,  abfurdly  declaring;, 
that  he  was  an  engraver  on  wood. 
Admitting  therefore,  that  fuch  an 
artift  really  did  exift,  it  is  by  no 
means  realbnable  to  fuppofe,  that 
he  fliould  teach  the  art  of  engrav¬ 
ing  on  copper  to  another,  when  he 
was  not,  according  to  their  own  ac¬ 
count,  acquainted  with  it  himfelf. 
Martin  Schoen  never  engraved  on 
wood,  as  far  as  I  have  heard  ;  but 
his  works  on  copper,  it  is  well 
known,  are  very  confiderable. 

ii  Ifrael  van  Mechelen,  or  Mcc- 
kenen,  whole  engravings  are  as 
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multifarious  as  thofe  of  Martin 
Schoen’s,  was  bom  at  Mecheln,  a 
fmall  village  near  Bocholt,  where 
he  chiefly  refided.  The  latter  is  a 
town  fituated  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Aa,  in  the  biflioprick  of  Munfter, 
in  Weilphalia.  He  died,  A.  D. 
1523,  According-  to  the  tradition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Bocholt,  the 
father  of  this  artift  was  a  goldfmith, 
and  his  baptifmal  name  was  Ifrael. 
Hence  M.  Heineken  concludes,  that 
he  alfo  was  an  engraver,  and  that  a 
great  part  of  the  prints,  attributed 
to  the  ion,  belong-  to  him,  44  An 
attentive  examination  (concludes 
that  author)  will  make  it  appear, 
that  all  thefe  prints  are  nor.  by  the 
fame  hand.  I  am  aim  oft  certain, 
that  Ifrael  the  father  engraved  fc- 
veral,  thofe  efpecially  which  have 
the  greateil  marks  of  antiquity,  and 
are  executed  in  a  rude  ftyle,  ap¬ 
proaching-  neareft  to  the  work  of  the 
goldfmith  Y  44  Nor  (adds  he)  will 
I  deny,  but  that  the  fon  may  have 
commenced  originally  as  a  gold- 
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fmith,  by  armor  al  bearings,  foli¬ 
ages,  erodes,  and  other  ornamental 
works.  But  as  he  was  a  painter  as 
well  as  an  engraver,  and  a  man  of 
tolerable  abilities  in  the  art  of  dt> 
iign,  conf  dering  the  time  in  which 
he  lived,  it  is  not  at  all  atlonifli- 
ing,  that  among  the  prints  pro¬ 
duced  by  his  graver,  we  fliould  find 
home  by  no  means  wanting  in  me¬ 
rit.”  How  far  thefe  obfervations 
may  beconfidered  as  juft  by  the  ex¬ 
perienced  colledor,  I  capnot  pre¬ 
tend  to  fay  .  for  my  own  part,  1  fee 
no  reafon  to  divide  the  works  of  this 
artift  ;  nor  can  I  find,  upon  drift 
examination,  any  other  difference 
in  the  prints,  which  I  have  feen  at¬ 
tributed  to  him,  than  what  one 
might  reafonably  expeft  to  find  in 
the  works  of  any  one  man,  who 

«r  ' 

with  his  own  hand  performed  fo 
great  a  number  of  engravings.  Of 


courfe,  his  moft  early  produftions 
are  the  rudeft,  and  manifelt  the 
lead  (kill  ;  but  all  of  them  are  e- 
qually  defective  in  point  of  draw¬ 
ing,  efpecially  when  he  attempted 
to  exprels  the  naked  parts  of  the 
figure. 

O 

u  It  is  certainly  true,  that  the 
manner  of  engraving,  adopted  by 
Martin  Schoen,  differed  exCet  dingly 
from  that  of  Ifrael  van  Mechelen* 
The  works  of  the  former  are  more 
firm  and  determined,  and,  upon  the 
whole,  greatlv  fuperior.  Let  any 
one  take  the  trouble  of  examining 
the  print  re  prefen  ting  St.  Anthony 
carried  into  the  air  by  the  demons, 
which  was  firft  engraved  by  Martin 
.  Schoen,  and  afterwards  copied  by 
Ifrael,  and  the  queftioft  will  be  rea¬ 
dily  decided  in  favour  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  without  adding  the  anecdote, 
recorded  by  Vafari,  that  Michael 
Angelo  was  fo  pleafed  with  this  en¬ 
graving,  which  is  truly  a  mafter- 
piece  of  Schoen5s,  that  he  copied  it? 

in  colours.  The  inferiority  of  If- 
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rael  van  Mechelen,  when  compared 
to  Martin  Schoen  as  an  artift,  is 
by  no  means  any  proof  of  his  pri¬ 
ority  in  point  of  time.  The  only 
advantage  which  M.  Heineken  gains 
by  making  the  father  of  van  Me¬ 
chelen  an  artift,  as  well  as  himfelf, 
is  a  greater  length  of  time  for  the 
execution  of  thofe  works  attributed 
to  him  ;  and  upon  this  fuppoiition 
he  fays,  44  I  place  the  engravings 
of  the  nvo  Ifraels  between  the  years 
14s  o  and  1  503  V  The  fon  was  cer¬ 
tainly  a  more  modern  artift  than 
Martin  Schoen  ;  and  we  have  a 
print  by  him,  which  bears  fo  late  a 
date  as  1502.  He  was  contempo¬ 
rary  with  Albert  Durer  ;  and  fume 
have  fuppofed,  that  he  vifited  that 
artift  at  Nuremberg.  Sandrart  at¬ 
tributes  to  Ifrael  van  Mechelen  the 
invention  of  engraving,  and  tells 
us,  that  his  firft  prints  were  exe- 
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cuted  about  the  year  1450.  If  this 
account  indeed  be  true,  it  muft 
make  much  in  favour  of  M  Heine- 
ken’s  conjecture,  concerning  the  en¬ 
gravings  of  the  father  ;  but  the  ar¬ 
gument  at  prefent  unfortunately 
wants  Sufficient  proof  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  as  abfolutely  conclufive  ;  and, 
until  fome  more  Satisfactory  account 
Shall  be  produced,  I  cannot  help 
declaring,  that  I  am  of  a  different 
opinion.  The  earlieft  dated  print 
which  I  have  Seen  by  Ifrael  van 
Mechelen,  is  in  the  collection  of 
Dr.  Monro,  It  reprefents  the  Vir¬ 
gin  and  Child,  with  four.,  angels. 
The  engraving  is  rude,  and  coarfer 
than  the  works  of  that  artift  are  in 
general ;  and  the  date  is  1480.  He 
engraved,  however,  I  believe,  Some¬ 
thing  earlier  than  this  period.  In 
the,  fame  collection  is  prefervcd  a 
circular  print,  where  the  Deity  ap¬ 
pears  Surrounded  by  an  ornamental 
border,  in  which  the  Symbolical  re- 
p refutations  of  the  four  Evange- 


lifts  are  depidled  with  St.  jerom3 
and  three  other  faints.  Upon  the. 
desk  of  St.  jercm,  who  is  Seated  and 
writing  is  the  date  1466.  There 
are  Several  copies  of  this  plate,  and 
one  of  them  by  Ifrael  van  Meche¬ 
len,  apparently  not  greatly  pofte- 
rior  to  the  original,  which  probably 
was  executed  by  the  fame  mad  eras 
the  print,  dated  ’461*  mentioned 
already  in  the  prelent  chapter. 

u  What  has  been  Said  will,  I 
doubt  not,  Sufficiently  prove,' that 
there  is  the  create  ft  reafon  to  be- 
lieve,  that  the  art  of  taking  impref- 
ftons  from  engraved  plates  was  prac¬ 
tised  in  Germany  before  it  reached 
Italy  ;  efpecially  if  we  agree  with 
Vafari,  who  exp  re  fly  declares  it 
did  not  appear  in  that  country  be¬ 
fore  the  year  1460;  when,  on  the 
other  hand,  wre  may,  I  think,  with 
the  greateft  juftice,  place  it  at  leaffi 
ten  years  earlier  among  the  Gee* 
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RISE  and  PROGRESS  of  the  FIRST  COMMEMORATION"  of 

HANDEL. 

[From  Dr.  Burney’s  Account  of  the  Mufical  Performances  in  Weil- 
miniier  Abbey,  and  the  Pantheon,  in  May  and  June,  1784.] 


T  TOW  this  great  idea  was  ge- 
j[  nerated,  cherifhed,  and 
matured,  will  probably  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  curioiity  to  the  public,  as  well 
as  the  manner  in  which  it  was  exe¬ 
cuted.  And  having  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  attending  many  of  the 
meetings  of  the  dire  tor  and  con¬ 
ductor,  while  the  necelfary  arrange¬ 
ments  were  under  conlideration,  as 
well  as  opportunities  of  converting 
with  them”unce,  I  fhall  hate  the 
principal  fads  as  accurately  as  pof- 
libie,  from  fuch  authentic  informa¬ 
tion  as  thefe  favourable  circum- 
flances  have  furnifhed. 

“  In  a  convcrfation  between  lord 
yifcount  Fitzwilliam,  lir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynn,  and  Joah  Bates, 
cfq,  commiffioner  of  the  vi&ual- 
ling-office,  the  beginning  of  laid 
year,  1783,  at  the  houfe  of  the 
latter,  after  remarking  that  the 
number  of  eminent  mufical  per¬ 
formers  of  all  kinds,  both  vocal 
and  inftrumental,  with  which  Lon¬ 
don  abounded,  was  far  greater  than 
In  any  other  city  of  Europe,  it  was 
lamented  that  there  was  no  public 
periodical  occafion  for  collecting 
and  conlblidating  them  into  one 
band ;  by  which  means  a  perform¬ 
ance  might  be  exhibited  on  fo  grand 
and  magnificent  a  fcale  as  no  other 
part  of  the  world  could  equal.  The 


birth  and  death  of  Handel  natu¬ 
rally  occurred  to  three  fuch  en- 
thufiaftic  admirers  of  that  great 
mailer,  and  it  was  immediately  re- 
colle&ed,  that  the  next  (now  the 
prefent)  year,  would  be  a  proper 
time  for  the  introduction  of  fuch  a 
cuflom :  as  it  formed  a  complete 
century  fince  his  birth,  and  an  ex- 
aCt  quarter  of  a  century  fince  his 
deceafe. 

“  The  plan  was  foon  after  com* 
municated  to  the  governors  ©f  the 
Mufical  Fund,  who  approved  it, 
and  promiled  their  affillance.  It 
was  next  fubmitted  to  the  direClors 
of  the  concert  of  Ancient  Mufic, 
who,  with  an  alacrity  which  does 
honour  to  their  zeal  for  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  great  artift  Handel, 
voluntarily  undertook  the  trouble 
of  managing  and  directing  the  ce¬ 
lebrity.  At  length,  the  defign 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
king,  it  was  honoured  with  his  ma- 
jelty’sfanCtion  and  patronage.  Weft- 
minfter  Abbey,  where  the  bones  of 
the  great  mufician  were  depolited, 
was  thought  the  properelt  place  for 
the  performance  ;  and  application 
having  been  made  to  the  bifliop  of 
Roc  heller  for  the  ufe  of  it,  his 
lordlhip,  finding  that  the  fcheme 
was  honoured  with  the  patronage 
of  his  majefty,  readily  confented  ; 
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only  requeuing.,  as  the  performance 
would  interfere  with  the  annual 
benefit  for  the  Weftminfter  Infir¬ 
mary,  that  part  of  the  profits  might 
he  appropriated  to  that  charity,  as 
an  indemnification,  for  the  lofs  it 
would  fuftain.  To  this  the  pro¬ 
jectors  of  the  plan  acceded  ;  and  it 
was  afterwards  fettled,  that  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  the  firft  day’s-' performance 
fhould  be  equally  divided  between 
the  Mulical  Fund  and  the  Web- 
ini  after  Infirmary  ;  and  thofe  of 
the  fubfequent  days  be  folely  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  ufe  of  that  fund  which 
Handel  himfelf  fo  long  helped  to 
fuftain,  and  to  which  he  not  only 
bequeathed  a  thoufand  pounds,  but 
which  almoft  every  muiician  in  the 
capital  annually  contributes  his  mo¬ 
ney,  his  performance,  or  both,  to 
fupport. 

44  Application  was  next  made  to 
Mr.  James  Wyatt,  the  architect,  to 
fimnfh  plans  for  the  nec diary  de¬ 
corations  of  the  abbey  ;  drawings 
of  which  h nving  been  fliewn  to  his 
majefty,  were  approved.  The  ge¬ 
neral  idea  was  to  produce  the  eifebt 
of  a  royal  mulical  chapel,  with  the 
orcheftra  terminating  one  end,  and 
the  accommodation  for  the  royal 
family,  the  other. 

44  The  arrangement  of  the  per- 
fo  nuance  of  each  day  was  next  let- 
tied,  and  I  have  authority  to  Ly, 
that  it  was  at  his  majefty ’s  mitiga¬ 
tion  that  the  celebrity  was  extend¬ 
ed  to  three  days  inftead  of  two, 
which  he  thought  would  not  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  difplay  of  Handel’s 
powers,  or  fulfilling  the  charitable 
purpofes  to  which  it  was  intended 
to  devote  the  profits,  it  was  ori¬ 
ginally  intended  to  have  celebrated 
this  grand  mulical  feflival  on  the 
20th,  2 2d,  and  23d  of  April  ;  and 
the  20th  being  the  day  of  the  fu¬ 
neral  of  Handel,  part  of  the  mufic 
\vas,  infome  meafure,  fp  {elected  as 


to  apply  to  that  incident.  But,  in 
coniequence  of  the  ludden  dilfoki- 
tion  of  parliament,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  defer  the  feftival  to  the 
26th,  27th,  and  29th  of  May,  which 
feems  to  have  been  for  its  advan¬ 
tage  :  as  many  perfons  "of  tender 
conftitutions,  who  ventured  to  go 
to  Weftminfter  Abbey  in  warm  wea¬ 
ther,  would  not  have  had  the  cou¬ 
rage  to  go  thither  in  cold. 

44  ImpyefTed  with  a  reverence  for 
the  memory  of  Handel,  no  fooner 
was  the  project  known,  bin  molt 
of  the  practical  muiicians  in  the 
kingdom  eagerly  manifefted  their 
zeal  for  the  enterprife  ;  and  many 
of  the  rnoft  eminent  profeflors,  wav¬ 
ing  all  claims  to  precedence  in  the 
band,  offered  to  perform  in  any  fub- 
ordinate  ftation,  in  which  their  ta¬ 
lents  could  be  molt  rueful. 

44  In  order  to  render  the  band  as 
powerful  and  complete  as  poffible, 
it  was  determined  to  employ  every 
fpecies  of  inftrument  that  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  producing  grand  effects  in 
a  great  orcheftra  and  fpacious  build¬ 
ing.  Among  thefe  the  laebut,  or 
double  trumpet,  was  fought ;  but 
fo  many  years  had  elapfed  fince  it 
had  been  ufedin  this  kingdom,  that 
neither  the  inftrument,  nor  a  per¬ 
former  upon  it,  could  ealily  be 
found.  It  was,  however,  difeover- 
ed,  after  much  ufelefs  enquiry,  not 
only  here,  but  by  letter,  on  the 
continent,  that  in  bis  majefty’s  mi¬ 
litary  band  there  were  hx  muficiaps 
who  played  the  three  feveral  fpe¬ 
cies  of  laebut ;  tenor,  bale,  and 
double  bale.  'Flic  names  of  thefe 
performers  will  be  found  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  lift  of  the  band. 

44  The  double  balloon,  which  was 
fo  con fpic nous  in  the  orcheftra,  and 
powerful  in  its  effect,  is  likewife  a 
tube  of  lixteen  feet.  It  was  made, 
with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Han¬ 
del,  by  Stainlhy,  the  flute-maken, 
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for  the  coronation  of  his  late  111a* 
iefiv  George  the  Second.  The 
late  ingenious  Mr.  Lampe,  author 
of  the  judiy  admired  mulic  of  The 
Dragon  of  Wantley,  was  the  per- 
fon  intended  to  perform  on  it ;  but, 
for  want  of  a  proper  reed,  or  for 
feme  other  can  Icy  at  prelent  un¬ 
known,  no  ufe  was  made  of  it  at 
that  time;  nor  indeed,  though  it 
has  been  often  attempted,  was  it 
ever  introduced  into  any  band  in 
England  till  now,  by  the  ingenuity 
and  perfeverance  of  Mr.  Afhly,  of 
the  Guards. 

“  The  double-bafe  kettle-drums 
were  made  from  models  of  Mr. 
Afhbridge,  of  Drury-lane  orchedra, 
in  copper,  it  being  impoffible  to 
procure  plates  of  brafs  large 
enough.  The  tower-drums,  which, 
bv  permidjon  of  his  grace  the  duke 
,o\  Richmond,  were  brought  to  the 
abbey  on  this  occalion,  are  thole 
which  belong:  to  the  ordnance  floi  es, 
and  were  taken  bv  the  duke  of 

j 

Marlborough  at  the  battle  of  Mal- 
plaquet,  in  1709.  Thefe  are  he- 
mifpherical,  or  a  circle  divided  ; 
but  thole  of  Mr.  Alhbridge  are 
more  cylindrical,  being  much  long¬ 
er,  as  well  as  more  capacious,  than 
the  common  kettle  -drum  ;  by  which 
he  accounts  for  the  l’uperiority  of 
their  tone  to  that  of  all  other  drums. 
Thele  three  fpecies  of  kettle-drums, 
which  may  be  called  tenor,  bafe, 
and  double-bafe,  were  an  oedave 
below  .each  other. 

‘ 4  The  excellent  organ,  erebted 
at  the  well  end  of  the  abbey,  for 
fiie  commemoration  performances 
only,  is  the  workmanlhip  of  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Samuel  Green,  of 
Illing'ton.  It  was  fabricated  for  the 
cathedral  of  Canterbury  ;  but  be¬ 
fore  its  departure  for  the  place  of 
its  deftination,  it  was  permitted  to 
be  opened  in  the  capital  on  this  me* 
pporable  occalion.  The  keys  of 


communication  with  the  harpli- 
„chord,  at  which  Mr.  Bates,  the 
conductor,  was  feated,  extended 
nineteen  feet  from  the  body  of  the 
organ,  and  twenty  feet  feven  inches 
below  the  perpendicular  of  the  fet 
of  keys  by  which  iris  ufually  play¬ 
ed.  Similar  keys  were  find  con¬ 
trived  in  this  country  for  Handel 
himfelf,  at  his  oratorios ;  but  to 
convey  them  to  lb  great  a  di dance 
from  the  inllrument,  without  ren¬ 
dering  the  touch  impracticably 
heavy,  required  uncommon  inge¬ 
nuity  and  mechanical  resources, 
u  In  celebrating  the  difpoiition, 
difeipline,  and  effebls  of  this  molt 
numerous  and  excellent  band,  the 
merit  of  the  admirable  architect, 
who  furnifhed  the  elegant  defigns 
for  the  orchelfra  and  galleries,  muff 
not  be  forgotten;  as,  when  filled, 
they  condituted  one  of  the  grandeii 
and  mod  magnificent  fpeblacles 
which  imagination  can  delineate* 
I  am  acquainted  with  few  build¬ 
ings,  that  have  been  conflrubted 
from  plans  of  Mr.  Wyatt,  in  which 
he  exercifed  his  genius  in  Gothic  % 
but  all  the  preparations  for  receiv¬ 
ing  their  majedies,  and  the  firft 
perfonages  in  the  kingdom,  at  the 
eaft  end  ;  upwards  of  five  hundred 
muficians  at  the  weft ;  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  general,  to  the  number  of 
between  three  and  four  thoufand 
perfons,  in  the  area  and  galleries, 
lb  wonderfully  cor  ref  ponded  with 
the  llyle  of  architecture  of  this  ve¬ 
nerable  and  beautiful  ftrubture, 
that  there  was  nothing  vifible,  either 
for  ufe  or  ornament,  which  did  not 
harmonize  with  the  principal  tone 
of  the  building,  and  which  may 
not  metaphorically  have  been  faid 
to  be  in  perfeff  tune  with  it.  But, 
befides  the  wonderful  manner  in 
which  this  condruffion  exhibited 
the  band  to  the  fpeCfators,  the  on 
chedra  was  fo  judicioufly  contrived, 
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that  aim  oh  every  performer,  both 
vocal  and  inftru  mental,  was  in  full 
view  of  the  conductor  and  leader; 
which  accounts,  in  fome  meafure, 
for  the  uncommon  eafe  with  which 
the  performers  confefs  they  exe¬ 
cuted  their  parts. 

u  The  whole  preparations  for 
thefe  grand  performances  were  com- 
priled  within  the  weftem  part  of 
the  building,  or  broad  gifle  ;  and 
fome  excellent  judges  declared, 
that,  apart  from  their  beauty,  they 
never  had  feen  fo  wonderful  a  piece 
of  carpentry  as  the  orcheftra  and 
galleries,  alter  .Mr.  Wyatt’s  mo¬ 
dels.  Indeed,  the  goodnefs  of  the 
workman jOhip  was  demonibratcd  by 
the  whole  four  days  of  commemo¬ 
ration  in  the  abbey  being  exempted 
from  every  fpecies  of  accident,  not- 
with  handing  the  great  crouds,  and 
conflicts  for  places,  which  each  per- 
foi  nnance  produced. 

u  At  the  call  end  of  the  aide, 
juft  before  the  back  of  the  choir- 
organ,  fome  of  the  pipes  of  which 
were  viftble  below,  a  throne  was 
eredtcd  in  a  beautiful  Gothic  ftyle, 
correfponding  with  that  of  the  ab¬ 
bey,  and  a  center  box,  richly  de¬ 
corated  and  furniflied  with  crimfon 
fatin,  fringed  with  gold,  for  the 
reception  of  their  maiefties  and  the 
royal  family  :  on  the  right  hand  of 
which  was  a  box  for  the  bifhops, 
and,  on  the  left,  one  for  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Wethninfter ;  im¬ 
mediately  below  thefe  two  boxes 
were  two  others  ;  one,  on  the  right, 
for  the  families  and  friends  of  the 
directors,  and  the  other  for  thofe 
of  the  prebendaries  of  Weftmin- 
fter.  Immediately  below  the  king’s 
box  was  placed  one  for  the  direc¬ 
tors  themfelves  who  were  all  di~ 
ftinguifhed  by  white  wands  tipped 
with  gold,  and  gold  medals,  ft  ruck 
on  the  occafton,  appending  from 
white  ribbands,  Thefe  their  ma- 


jefties  like  wife  condescended  to  wea  f 
at  each  performance.  Behind,  and 
on  each  fide  of  the  throne,  there 
were  ieats  for  their  inajefty’s  fuite, 
maids  of  honour,  grooms  of  the 
bed-chamber,  pages,  &c. 

The  orcheftra  was  built  at  the 
oppoftte  extremity,  afcending  re* 
gularly  from  the  height  of  feven 
feet  from  the  floor  to  upwards  of 
forty,  from  the  bafe  of  the  pillars  ; 
and  extending  from  the  centre  to 
the  top  of  the  fide  aide. 

“  The  intermediate  fpace  below 
was  filled  up  with  level  benches, 
and  appropriated  to  the  early  fub- 
fcribers.  The  fide  allies  were  form¬ 
ed  into  long  galleries,  ranging  with 
the  orcheflra,  and  afcending,  fo  as 
to  contain  twelve  rows  on  each 
fide  :  the  fronts  of  which  projected 
before  the  pillars,  and  were  orna¬ 
mented  with  feftoons  of  crimfon 
morine. 

u  At  the  top  of  the  orcheftra 
was  placed  the  occaftonal  organ, 
in  a  Gothic  frame,  mounting  to, 
and  mingling  with,  the  faints  and 
martyrs  reprefented  in  the  painted 
glafs  on  the  weft  window.  On  each 
fide  of  the  organ,  clofe  to  the  win-* 
dow,  were  placed  the  kettle-drums 
defcribed  above.  The  choral  baftds 
were  principally  placed  in  view  of 
Mr.  Bates,  on  fteps,  feemingly 
afcending  into  the  clouds,  in  each 
of  the  fide  aides,  as  their  termi- 
nation  was  inviiible  to  the  audience. 
The  principal  fingers  were  ranged 
in  the  front  of  the  orcheftra,  as  at 
oratorios,  accompanied  by  the  choirs 
of  St.  Paul,  the  abbey,  Windfor, 
and  the  chapel  royal. 

li  The  defign  of  appointing  fub» 
directors,  was  to  dimrnifh,  as  much 
as  poftible,  the  trouble  of  the  no¬ 
blemen  and  gentlemen  who  had 
projected  the  undertaking,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  conductor  :  and  this 
was  effected  with,  great  diligence 
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and  zeal,  not  only  in  fupermtend- 
ing  the  buiinefs  at  the  aoors  of  ad- 
million,  and  conducting'  the  com¬ 
pany  to  their  feats,  which  fell  to 
the  flute  of  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Ayr¬ 
ton,  and  meffieurs  Jones,  Aylward, 
and  Parfons,  all  profeffors  of  the 
jRrffc  clafs  ;  but  in  arranging  the  per¬ 
formers,  and  conveying  lignals  to 
the  feveral  parts  of  that  wide-ex¬ 
tended  orcheilra :  departments  which 
fell  to  the  lot  of  Dr.  Arnold  and 
Air.  Dupuis,  organ! Its  and  corn- 
pofers  to  his  majefty,  and  Mr.  Red¬ 
mond  Simplon,  eminent  and  re- 
fpeCtable  profeffors,  of  great  expe¬ 
rience,  who  may  be  faid  to  have 
acted  as  adjutant-generals  on  the 
occalion  ;  Dr.  Arnold  and  Mr.  Du¬ 
puis  having  been  placed  on  different 
lides  of  the  orcheftra,  over  the  vocal 
choir,  and  Mr.  Simpfon,  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  over  the  fubordinate  inftrumental 
performers.  In  idle  Cling  thefe  ae~ 
leo-ates  amony  the  members  of  the 
Mufical  Society,  great  care  was 
taken  not  to  enfeeble  the  orcheftra, 
by  employing  fitch  performers  as 
were  likely  to  augment  its  force  ; 
but  fuch  as  had  either  ceafed  to 
play  in  public,  or  whofe  inftru- 
ments  being  the  organ  and  harpft- 
chord,  of  which  only  one  was 
wanted,  accepted  of  parts  which 
were  not  the  lefs  ufeful  for  being 
iilently  performed. 

44  Of  the  care  and  intelligence 
with  which  preparations  were 
made  for  thefe-  performances,  fome 
judgment  may  be  formed  from  the 
fingie  circumftance  of  the  mulic- 
books  that  were  provided  for  each 
day  :  as  two  hundred  and  feventy- 
four  were  requifite  for  the  firfl'  per¬ 
formance,  in  the  abbey  ;  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-eight  for  the  Pan- 
rheon  ;  and  two  hundred  and  lixty- 
feven  for  the  Meffiah  ;  amounting, 
in  all,  to  feven  hundred  and  feven- 
ty-nirie*  not.  one  of  which  was 
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milling,  or  miflaid,  nor  was  an  in- 
ftrument  wanting  during  the  whole 
commemoration  :  as  the  porters 
had  ftriCl  orders  to  conve .  all  the 
inftruments  into  the  orcheftra,  at 
the  abbey,  by  feven  oAlock  in  the 
morning  of  each  day,  to  prevent 
the  company  -  from  being  incom¬ 
moded  by  the  ad  mill!  on  of  fuch  as 
were  unwieldy. 

44  Few  circum (lances  will  per¬ 
haps  more  aftonifh  veteran  mufi- 
cians,  than  to  be  informed,  that 
there  was  but  one  general  rehearfal 
for  each  day’s  performance  :  an  in- 
difputable  proof  of  the  high  ftate 
of  cultivation  to  which  practical 
munc  is  at  prefent  arrived  in  this 
country ;  for,  if  good  performers 
had  not  been  found,  ready  made* 
a'  dozen  rehearfals  would  not  have 
been  fufficient  to  make  them  fo« 
Indeed,  Mr.  Bates,  in  examining 
the  lift  of  performers,  and  enquir¬ 
ing  into  their  feveral  merits,  fug- 
g'efted  the  idea  of  what  he  called  a. 
drilling  rehearfal,  at  Tottenham- 
ftreet  Concert  Room,  a  week  before 
the  performance  ;  in  order  to  hear 
fuch  volunteers,  particularly  cho¬ 
rus  lingers, -as  were  but  little  known 
to  himfelf,  or  of  whofe  abilities  his 
afilftant  was  unable  to  fpeak  with 
certainty.  At  this  rehearfal,  though 
it  ccnftfted  of  a  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty  performers,  not  more  than  two 
of  that  number  were  defired  to  at¬ 
tend  no  more. 

44  At  the  general  rehearfal  in 
the  abbey,  mentioned  above,  more 
than  five  hundred  perfons  found, 
means  to  obtain  admillion,  in  fpitc 
of  every  endeavour  to  flint  out  all 
but  the  performers  ;  for  fear  of  in¬ 
terruption,  and  perhaps  of  failure 
in  the  firft  attempts  at  incorporating 
and  conlolidating  fuch  a  numerous 
band :  confiding  not  only  of  all 
the  regulars,  both  native  and  fo¬ 
reign,  which  the  capital  could  fur- 
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nifh,  bat  of  all  the  irregulars,  that  is, 
dilettanti,  and  provincial  mulicians 
of  character,  who  could  be  muiier- 
ed,  many  of  whom  had  never  heard 
or  feen  each  other  before.  This 
intrufion,  which  was  very  much  to 
the  diflatisf&Clion  of  the  managers 
and  conductor,  fuggelled  the  idea 
of  turning  the  eagemefs  of  the 
public  to  fome  profitable  account 
for  the  charity,  by  fixing  the  price 
of  admiffion  to  half  a  guinea  for 
each  perfon. 

44  But,  belides  the  profits  derived 
from  fubfequent  rchearfals,  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  Aril  were  not  with¬ 
out  their  ufe:  for  the  pleafure  and 
aflonifliment  of  the  audience,  at 
the  finall  miflakes,  and  great  ef¬ 
fects  of  this  firil  experiment,  which 
many  had  condemned  by  anticipa¬ 
tion,  were  foon  communicated  to 
the  lovers  of  muiic  throughout  the 
town,  to  the  great  increafe  of  fub- 
fcribers  and  folicitors  for  tickets. 
For  though  the  friends  of  the  di- 
redlors  were  early  in  fubfcribing, 
perhaps  from  personal  relpeCl,  as 
much  as  expectation  of  a  higher 
mulical  rep  a  it  than  ufual  •  yet  the 
public  in  general  did  not  manifeft 
great  eagernefs  in  fecuring  tickets 
till  after  this  rehearfal,  Friday, 
May  21,  which  was  ^reported  to 
have  aftoniflied  even  the  performers 
th  emfelves,  by  its  correctnefs  and 
effects.  But  lb  intereliing  did  the 
undertaking  become,  by  this  fa¬ 
vourable  rumour,  that  from  the 
great  demand  of  tickets  it  was  found 
neceflary  to  clofe  the  fubfcription  ; 
which  was  done  fo  rigoroufly,  that 
the  author  of  this  account  was  un¬ 
able,  on  Monday,  to  obtain  of  the 
managers  tickets  of  any  kind,  on 
any  terms,  for  fome  of  his  friends, 
who  had  negleCted  to  give  in  their 
names  fooncr. 

“  Many  families,  as  well  as  in¬ 
dividuals,  were,  however,  attract¬ 


ed  to  the  capital  by  this  celebrity  ? 
and  I  never  remember  it  fo  full, 
not  only  fo  late  in  the  year,  but  at 
any  time  in  mv  life,  except  at  the 
coronation  of  his  prefent  majeily. 
Many  of  the  performers  came,  un- 
folicited,  from  the  remotell  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  at  their  own  ex- 
pence  :  fome  of  them,  however, 
were  afterwards  reimburfed,  and 
had  a  fmatl  gratuity  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  time  they  were  kept 
from  their  families  by  the  two  un¬ 
expected  additional  performances. 

“  Foreigners,  particularly  the 
French,  muff  be  much  afioniflied  at 
fo  numerous  a  band  moving  in  fuch. 
exaCf  meafure,  without  the  abidance 
of  a  Coryphaeus  to  beat  the  time, 
either  with  a  roll  of  paper,  or  a 
noify  baton,  or  truncheon.  Rouf- 
feau  fays,  that  u  the  more  time  is 
beaten,  the  lei's  it  is  kept;”  and, 
it  is  certain,  that  when  the  meafure 
is  broken,  the  fury  of  the  mulical 
general,  or  direCfor,  increaling  with 
the  difobedience  and  confulion  of 
his  troops,  he  becomes  more  vio- 
»ient,  and  his  flrokes  and  gefticula- 
tions  more  ridiculous,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  difprder. 

u  The  celebrated  Lulli,  whofe 
favour  in  France,  during  the  lafl 
century,  was  equal  to  that  of  Han¬ 
del  in  England  during  the  prefent, 
may  be  faid  to  have  beat  himfelf  to 
death  by  intemperate  paflion  in 
marking  the  meafure  to  an  ill-dif* 
ciplined  band ;  for  in  regulating, 
with  his  cane,  the  time  of  a  Te 
Deum,  which  he  had  compofed  for 
the  recovery  of  his  royal  patron, 
Louis  XIV.  from  a  dangerous  lick- 
nefs,  in  1686,  he  wounded  his  foot 
by  accidentally  finking  on  that  in- 
Head  of  the  floor,  in  fo  violent  a 
manner,  that,  from  the  contufian 
occasioned  by  the  blowr,  a  mortifica¬ 
tion  endued,  which  coll  him  his 
life,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  ! 

“  As 
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As  this  commemoration  is  not 
only  the  firft  inilance  of  a  b  ind  of 
Rich  magnitude  being  affembled 
together,  but  ol  any  band,  at  all 
numerous,  performing  in  a  fimilar 
lituation,  without  the  affiflance  of 
a  manu-dudtor,  to  regulate  the 
meafure,  the  performances  in  Weft- 
minfter  abbey  may  be  lafely  pro¬ 
nounced,  no  iels  remarkable  for  the 
multiplicity  of  voices  and  inftru- 
ments  employed,  than  for  accu¬ 
racy  and  precision.  When  all  the 
wheels  of  that  huge  machine,  the 
orcheflra,  were  in  motion,  the  el- 
fe6f  refembled  clock-work  in  every 
thing,  but  want  of  feeling  and  ex¬ 
predion. 

£C  And  as  the  power  of  gravity 
and  attra&ion  in  bodies  is  propor¬ 
tioned  to  their  mafs  and  denlitv,  lo 
k  feems  as  if  the  magnitude  of  this 

■O 

band  had  commanded  and  impelled 
ad  he  (ion  and  obedience,  beyond  that 
of  any  other  of  interior  force.  The 


pulfations  in  every  limb,  and  rami¬ 
fications  of  veins  and  arteries  in  an 
animal,  could  not  be  more  recipro¬ 
cal,  ifoclironous,  and  under  the 
regulation  of  the  heart,  than  the 
members  of  this  body  of  muticians 

J 

under  that  of  the  condudfor  and 
leader.  The  totality  of  found  Teem¬ 
ed  to  proceed  from  one  voice,  and 
one  inftrument ;  and  its  powers 
produced,  not  only  new  and  exqui- 
lite  fentatiolis  in  judges  and  lovers 
of  the  art,  but  were  felt  by  thole 
who  never  received  pleafure  from 
mufic  before. 

“  Thefe  effeCts,  which  will  be 
long  remembered  by  the  prefent 
public,  perhaps  to  the  difadvan-* 
tage  of  all  other  choral  perform¬ 
ances,  run  the  rifk.  of  being  doubt- 
ed  by  all  but  thofe  who  heard 
them,  and  the  prefent  defcriptiozi 
of  being  pronounced  fabulous,  if 
it  fhould  furvive  the  prefent  gene¬ 
ration.” 


Of  PENETRATION  and  FORESIGHT. 
[From  Mr.  Gregory^  Effays,  Fliftorical  and  Moral.] 
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K  ODERN  philofophy,  if  it 
’  I  did  not  invent,  has  at  leatl 
methodized,  elucidated,  and  explain¬ 
ed  a  fyitem,  which  accounts  better 
for  the  operations  of  the  mind  than 
the  ingenious  but  difeordant  meta- 
phytics  of  Plato  and  Ariftotle. 

<c  It  is,  I  believe,  generally  a- 
greed,  that  our  ideas  are  all  con¬ 
certed,  linked,  or,  in  the  technical 
phrnfe,  affociated  together ;  and 
that  each  idea  has  its  proximate, 
which  it  never  fails  to  introduce  : 
and  tints  our  thoughts  fucceed  one 
another  in  a  regular  ferieS,  as  they 
happen  to  he  related  to  each  other. 
**  This  theory  is  pleafantly  ii- 


luffrated  by  a  ftory  which  Hobbes 
relates  in  the  third  chapter  of  his 
Leviathan.  “  In  a  difeourfe,  fays 
he,  on  our  prefent  civil  war,  what 
could  feem  more  impertinent  than 
to  alk,  as  one  did,  what  was  the  va¬ 
lue  of  a  Roman  penny  ?  Yet  to  me 
the  coherence  was  manifefl:  enough* 
For  the  thought  of  the  war  intro¬ 
duced  the  thought  of  delivering  up 
the  king  to  his  enemies ;  the  thought 
of  that  brought  the  thought  of  the 
delivering  tip  of  Chrilf  ;  and  that 
again  the  thought  of  the  thirty 
pence,  which  was  the  price  of  that  ; 
and  thence  ealily  followed  that  ma¬ 
licious  queuion  :  and  all  this  in  n 

moment 
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moment  of  time,  for  thought  is 

quick.” 

“  That  faculty,  which  is  ufually 
called  penetration,  feems  to  depend 
altogether  onfuch  an  intimate  know¬ 
ledge  of  human  nature,  as  enables 
us  accurately  to  diilinguifh  the  af- 
fociations  which  influence  the  train 
of  thought.  Jt  is,  in  fail,  the  art 
of  filling  up  the  blanks  in  converfa- 
tion,  and  turning  over  readily  a 
number  of  ideas  which  intervene, 
though  not  exprefled,  and  which 
arc  the  feveral  links  of  the  chain  in 
another  performs  mind.  It  is,  as  it 
were,  transforming  yourfelf  into 
that  other  perfon,  and  thinking  for 
fiome  time  exactly  the  fame.  Ex¬ 
perience  will  render  a  man  moil;  a- 
droit  at  this,  as  at  all  other  exercifes. 
A  lively  genius  is  neceflary  in  the 
obferver  ;  fome  aid  may  poffibly  be 
derived  from  phyfiognomy  ;  the  ge¬ 
neral  character  of  the  fubjeht  will 
aflift  in  decyphering  his  thoughts ; 
and  the  external  manners  and  beha¬ 
viour  mull;  be  carefully  noted. 

il  Similar  to  this,  and  connefled 
with  it,  is  the  faculty  of  forefeeing, 
from  the  prefent  thoughts  and  ac¬ 
tions  of  men,  what  they  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  in  future.  All  our  judg¬ 
ments  of  the  future  are  formed  by 
the  recollebtion  of  the  paft  :  on  our 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  there¬ 
fore,  this  power  muft  depend. 

“  Thefe  faculties  conftitute  the 
true  fecond  fight,  which,  as  was 
imagined  of  the  fabulous,  brings 
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probably  as  great  an  addition  to  on? 
pains  as  to  our  pleafures.  It  reveal^ 
to  us  a  number  of  the  diftrefles  of 
our  fellow-creatures,  which  efcape 
common  eyes  ;  and,  I  fear,  it  fel- 
dom  difeovers  evil  till  it  is  too  late 
to  remedy  it. 

“  The  remarks  contained  in  this 
Efiay  will  in  fome  meafure  account 
for  many  delicate  embarraflinents, 
which  a  nice  obferver  experiences 
in  company.  He  pierces  beyond 
the  outward  colouring.  He  fees 
vices,  and  confequences,  which  none 
but  himfelf  remarks.  His  heart 
bleeds,  when  every  thing  around 
him  wears  the  face  of  joy.  I  have 
obferved  fuch  a  perfon,  at  an  enter¬ 
tainment,  more  penfive  than  thofe 
for  whom  he  felt. 

u  Thefe  faculties  of  penetration 
and  forefight  will,  perhaps,  fome- 
times  lead  us  into  error ;  and,  if 
fancy  be  but  aftive,  we  may  mag¬ 
nify  a  fmatl  difeovery  into  fome- 
thing  very  extraordinary.  But 
whether  they  contribute  or  not  to 
the  happinefs  of  the  poflelTor,  the 
good  efleHs  of  them  to  fociety  are 
not  to  be  difputed,  if  in  good  hands  : 
and  the  higher  endowments  of  the 
mind  I  hope,  and  I  believe,  ufually 
are.  In  good  hands,  thefe  facul¬ 
ties  may  prevent,  if  not  all,  a 
great  deal  of  mifehief,  by  timely 
advice  ;  and  the  evil  they  can  do, 
in  bad  hands,  is  not  equal  to  the 
good  which  they  in  other  refpe&s' 
produce.” 
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SUICIDE. 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 


MONG  the  ancient  fe£ts  of 
philofophers,  thofe  who 


profdfed  the  feterer  morality  repre- 


fented  fuicide,  when  it  appeared  ne¬ 
ceflary  to  preferve,  their  perfons 
from  difgrace,  or  to  avoid  the  rifk 
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of  forfeiting  their  honour,  as  an  a 61 
of  religion  ;  but  it  was  fel  dom  prac- 
tiled  by  the  gay  votaries  of  Epicu¬ 
rus,  who  efleemed  life  as  being 
fruitful  of  happinefs  under  almolt 
any  circumdances. 

44  Our  modern  Epicureans,  who 
have  affiduoufly  felebted  whatever 
was  the  word:  in  all  the  ancient  fy- 
dems,  have  in  this  refpedt  deviated 
from  the  example  of  their  founder  ; 
jind  fince  to  commit  fuicide  has 
been  held  contrary  to  religion,  it  is 
become  fashionable  with  thefe  conr 
lillent  reafoners  to  contend  for  its 
expediency.  There  is,  how;ever, 
little  danger  that  their  tenets  on 
this  fubject  will  ever  rife  into  gene¬ 
ral  eftimation.  A  few  may  am  life 
themfelves  indeed  with  fantallical 
fpeculations ;  but  whatever  coun¬ 
teracts  the  indincis  of  nature,  will 
never  be  commonly  p  radii  fed. 

44  Whether  the  love  of  life  be  an 
habitual  paffion,  refulting  from  the 
greater  proportion  of  good  than  of 
evil  in  this  llate  of  exigence  ;  or 
whether  i.t  be  an  innate  principle 
implanted  in  us  at  our  fil’d  crea¬ 
tion  ;  either  way,  felf-prefervation 
appears  to  be  the  ordinance  of  Pro¬ 
vidence.  The  advocates  for  natu¬ 
ral  religion  agree,  that  we  can  only 
know  the  Creator’s  will  by  thole 
general  arrangements,  which  are 
called  the  laws  of  nature.  Now 
by  what  means  fhould  we  'be  proper 
jui  gep,  when  it  is  lawful  or  expe¬ 
dient  to  dilpenfe  with  them  ? 

44  But  waving  thefe  higher  fpe¬ 
culations,  as  well  as  thofe  argu¬ 
ments  founded  on  religious  princi¬ 
ples,  which  have  fo  fuccefsfully 
been  urged  againlf  filicide-— if  I  can 
produce  moral,  and,  dill  more,  felf- 
ifh  arguments  again  It  its  expediency 
in  any  cafe,  the  difquilition  will  be 
more  adapted  to  the  notions  and  ca¬ 
pacities  of  my  antagonids. 

44  In  the  lird  place  I  would  ob- 
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ferve,  that  however  a  momentary 
refolution  may  fortify  the  mind, 
however  other  motives  may  be  pre¬ 
dominant  on  fame  particular  occa- 
lions,  death  is  in  reality  the  evil 
which  is  mod  generally  dreaded, 
and  is  the  prime  caufe  why  other 
evils  are  accounted  fuch.  Who  pi¬ 
ties  the  difeafe  that  is  not  mortal  ? 
Tell  a  company,  that  their  friend 
or  neighbour  is  confined  to.  his 
chamber  by  the  gout  in  the  extre¬ 
mities  ;  that  he  is  not  only  difabled 
from  helping  himfelf,  but  differs 
the  mod  excruciating  torture  in  his 
fingers  or  his  toes  ;  the  narrative 
will  hardly  chace  a  fingle  finite  from 
the  countenances  of  the  auditors, 
or  give  birth  to  one  ferious  reflec¬ 
tion.  Tell  this  company,  at  ail- 
other  time,  that  the  fame  perfon  is 
in  the  crifis  of  a  fever,  that  he  is 
deprived  of  fenfe,  and  that  the  fcene 
of  life  is  expebted  immediately  to 
clofe,  and  you  may  prefently  ob- 
ferve  the  difference  between  the  fen- 
timent  or  app  rehen  lion  of  pain  and 
death.  An  apoplexy  is  an  awful 
and  alarming  event ;  many  local 
complaints  will  occalion  treble  tho 
pain,  and  yet  thefe  neither  excite 
our  pity  nor  our  apprekenlions. 

44  Mod  of  the  human  pallionS, 
even  avarice  and  ambition,  have 
been  traced  with  equal  truth  and 
ingenuity  into  the  love  of  life.  The 
former  is  derived  from  the  exceffive 
care  of  providing  for  our  lubdd- 
ence  :  the  objebt  of  the  latter  is  the 
admiration  of  others ;  and  this  ad¬ 
miration  is  coveted  only  becaufe  we 
can  make  it  fubfervient  to  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  the  means  and  the  com* 
forts  of  life.  This  is  certainly  the 
origin  of  ambition  ;  though  in  the 
prelent  date  of  fociety  men  are  am¬ 
bitious  from  cudom  and  example. 

44  Poverty  is  dreaded,  becaufe  it 
leads  to  death  :  it  cannot  be  the 
mere  pain  of  diirviftg  of  which  men 
O  are 
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are  apprehenfive  ;  for  many  of  the 
Romans  adopted  that  mode,  as  one 
of  the  eafieft  of  putting  an  end  to 
their  exigence :  and  there  is  nothing 
truly  difhonourable  in  unmerited 
poverty.  As  to  the  lofs  of  honours 
and  dignities,  it  will  admit  of  the 
fame  folution.  I  fpeak  of  the  firffc 
principles,  of  the  fpring  of  thele 
paffions. 

44  If,  therefore,  the  love  of  life, 
and  the  fear  of  lofing  it,  be  the 
caufe  of  molt  of  our  uneaiinefs,  the 
contradiction  and  falfe  reafoning  are 
manifeft,  in  flying  for  a  remedy  to 
the  very  evil  which  is  the  prime 
occafion  of  that  mental  agitation, 
which  we  undergo,  and  which  we 
wifh  to  avoid. 

44  The  viciflitudes  of  all  fublu- 
nary  things  contradict  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  filicide  on  any  occafion. 
Revolutions  as  fudden  as  aftonifh- 
5ng  have  taken  place  in  the  human 
coniHtution,  both  with  and  without 
the  aid  of  medicine  ;  and  experi¬ 
ence  allures  us,  that  it  is  abfurd  to 
ciefpair  in  any  flage  of  a  diflemper. 
As  to  thole  evils  and  afflictions, 
which  depend  upon  the  capricioul- 
toefs  of  the  human  mind,  it  mull  ne- 
ceflarily  be  impoflible  to  anfwer  for 
their  duration.  The  deaths  of  Cato 
and  of  Brutus  have  been  juftly  cen- 
fured  as  premature  :  of  the  former, 
I  remember  lord  Bolingbroke  has 
fomewhere  afferted,  he  fhoitld  have 
died  at  Munda,  not  at  Utica.  The 
trembling  Claudius,  after  the  afiaf- 
fination  of  his  nephew,  expecting 
immediate  death,  is  accidentally 
difeovered  by  a  common  foldier, 
and,  dragged  by  the  feet  from  his 
hiding-place,  is  faluted  emperor. 
Nor  is  the  unfrequency  of  Inch  c- 
vents  fufficient  to  warrant  the  aban¬ 
doning  of  ourfelves  to  defpair. 

44  Though  Epicurus  is  faid  by 
fome  to  have  admitted  of  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  filicide  on  certain  occa^ 
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fions,  his  arguments  in  favour  of 
fortitude  under  pain  and  affliction 
make  fo  directly  again!!  it,  that  we 
rauft  either  attribute  the  charge  to 
the  ignorance  and  miltake  of  thofe 
who  have  commented  on  his  doc¬ 
trines,  or  account  it  one  of  thofe 
contradictions  and  inconfltencies 
too  often  apparent  in  the  fyflems 
produced  by  the  unaffifted  efforts  of 
human  reafon.  The  evils  of  life, 
fays  this  philofopher,  are  either  bo¬ 
dily  or  mental.  As  bodily  pain  is 
certainly  an  evil,  a  wife  man  will 
endeavour  to  avoid  it ;  but  when, 
he  cannot,  he  will  be  careful  not  to 
magnify  it  by  fancy  or  opinion.  If 
pain  be  very  intenfe,  it  mull  pre- 
iently  ceafe ;  if  it  continue  long, 
habit  will  leffen  its  rigour  :  and  fe- 
veral  intervals  will  occur  of  eafe, 
if  not  of  happinefs  :  as  he  remarks, 
that  moll  chronical diflempers  admit 
of  a  greater  proportion  of  pleafure 
in  life  than  of  pain. 

44  If  patience  and  fortitude  can 
leflen  and  alleviate  fo  much  of  real 
corporal  fuffering  as  we  find  they 
do,  much  more  effectual  will  they 
prove  in  the  evils  of  the  mind,  lince 
the  greater  part  of  thefe  depend  up¬ 
on  opinion.  If  our  anxiety  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  the  true 
remedy  is  future  virtue  and  peni¬ 
tence.  But  if,  fays  Epicurus,  we 
are  made  unhappy  by  the  lofs  of 
external  goods,  it  is  our  own  fault 
that  we  over-rate  their  value. 
Wealth  and  dignities  are  mere  cheats 
of  the  imagination ;  and  even  the 
lofs  of  friends,  though  it  may  leflen, 
it  cannot  deflroy  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
a  wife  man,  whofe  chief  fource  of 
pleafure  is  in  himfelf ;  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  his  faculties,  the  inveiliga- 
tion  of  truth,  and  thofe  lublimev 
occupations,  which  the  lofs  of  ex¬ 
ternals  cannot  interrupt.  In  fine, 
fince  a  wife  man  ought  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  uncertainty  of  all 

fuck 
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fitch  pofledions,  he  ought  to  ufe 
them  as  fluctuating  and  tranfitory 
goods,  and  ought  to  be  prepared  for 
the  lofs  of  them. 

“  Thefe,  though  far  fliort  of 
thofe  confolations  which  are  fup» 
plied  by  a  dependence  on  an  all- 
wife  Providence,  and  by  the  hopes 
of  a  future  exigence,  are  arguments 
of  no  little  moment  againfl  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  fuicide.  And,  if  fili¬ 
cide  be  contrary  to  rCafon,  and  be 
the  dictate  only  of  rafhnefs  and  paf- 
fion,  or  at  moll  of  a  mifguided  ima¬ 
gination,  I  do  not  hedtate  to  pro¬ 
nounce  it  iinfuL 

46  I  cannot,  after  all,  agree  with 
the  trite  obfervation,  which  Hates 


the  aCt  of  fuicide  as  the  effeCt  of 
cowardice.  I  believe*  that,  in  l'uch 
cafes-,  fear  is  not  always  the  predo¬ 
minant  pallion  ;  but  that  jealoufy, 
refentment,  indignation,  or  remorle, 
are  as  frequently  the  motives  of  fui* 
cide,  as  even  the  appreheniion  of 
fhame  :  nor  can  any  confideratioii 
move  me  to  enrol  a  Cato,  a  Brutus, 
or  even  a  Clive*  in  the  lid  of  cow- 
ards.  Till  fome  better  folution  is 
offered,  I  fhall,  for  my  own  part, 
continue  to  admire,  with  all  proper 
refpeCt,  the  floical  jullice  of  our 
inqued  juries,  who,  with  equal  fa- 
gacity  and  candour  extenuate  the 
offence  againfl  reafon  and  fociety# 
by  the  verdiCt  Lunacy/ * 


TRAGIC  STORY  of  a  PORTUGUESE  GENTLEMAN  who  died 

by  the  RACK. 

[  From  the  Obferver.  ] 


^  'HE  following  dory  is  fo 
extraordinary,  that  if  I 
had  not  had  it  from  good  authority 
in  the  country  where  it  happened, 
I  fhould  have  confidered  it  as  the 
invention  of  fome  poet  for  the  fable 
of  a  drama-. 

‘ 6  A  Portugdefe  gentleman,  whom 
I  fhall  bes:  leave  to  defcribe  no 
©therwife  than  by  the  name  of  Don 
Juan,  was  lately  brought  to  trial 
for  poifoning  his  half-lifter  by  the 
fame  father,  after  die  was  with 
child  by  him.  This  gentleman  had 
for  fome  years  before  his  trial  led  a 
very  folitary  life  at  his  cadle  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Montremos, 
a  town  on  the  road  between  Lifboh 
and  Badajos,  the  frontier  garrifoh 
of  Spain  ;  I  Was  fheWn  his  cattle, 
as  I  patfed  through  that  difmal 
country,  about  a  mile  diflant  from 
the  road,  in  a  bottom  furrounded 
with  cork  trees,  arid  never  faw  a 


more  melancholy  habitation,  Th$ 
circumdances,  which  made  againfl 
this  gentleman,  were  fo  drong,  and 
the  dory  was  in  fuch  general  circu¬ 
lation  ill  the  neighbourhood  where 
he  lived,  that  although  he  laid  out 
the  greated  part  of  a  considerable 
income  in  aCts  of  charity,  nobody 
ever  entered  his  'rates  to  thank  him 
for  his  bounty,  or  folicit  relief,  ex¬ 
cept  one  poor  father  of  the  Jerony* 
mite  convent  in  Montrefrios,  who 
was  his  confeffor,  and  a&ed  as  his 
almoner  at  diferetion. 

u  A  charge  of  fo  black  a  nature, 
involving  the  crime  ofinced  ns  well 
as  murder,  at  length  reached  the 
ears  of  judiee,  and  a  commiiiion  was 
fent  to  Montremos  to  make  inquiry 
intothecale.  1  he  fuppofed ciiminal 
made  no  attempt  to  eicape,  but  readi* 
ly  attended  the  fummons  of  the  com* 
midioners.  Upon  the  trial  it  came 
out,  from  the  confeftioh  of  the  p-ri* 
O  z  foner, 
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foner,  as  well  as  from  the  depod- 
tion  of  witneffes,  that  Don  Juan  had 
lived  from  his  infancy  in  the  family 
of  a  rich  merchant  at  Lifbon,  who 
carried  on  a  confiderable  trade  and 
correfponaence  in  the  Brazils.  Don 
Juan  being  allowed  to  take  this 
merchant’s  name,  it  was  generally 
fuppofed  that  he  was  his  natural 
fon  ;  and  a  clahclefline  affair  of  love 
having  been  carried  on  between 
him  and  the  merchant’s  daughter, 
jofepha,  who  was  an  only  child, 
file  became  pregnant,  and  a  medi¬ 
cine  bein^  adminillered  to  her  by 
the  hands  of  Don  Juan,  fine  died  in 
3.  few  hours  after,  with  all  the 
fymptoms  of  a  perfon  who  had 
taken  poifon.  The  mother  ot  the 
young  lady  furvived  her  death  but 
a  few  days  ;  and  the  father  threw 
himfelf  into  a  convent  of  Mendi¬ 
cants,  making  over  by  deed  of  gift 
the  whole  of  his  property  to  the 
fuppofed  murderer. 

il  In  this  account  there  feemed  a 
ilrange  obfeurity  of  fadfcs  ;  for  fome 
made  ffrongly  to  the  crimination 
of  Don  Juan,  and  the  lad  mention¬ 
ed  circumilance  was  of  fo  contra¬ 
dictory  a  nature,  as  to  throw  the 
whole  into  perplexity  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  to  compel  the  priloner  to  a 
farther  elucidation  of  the  cafe,  it 
was  thought  proper  to  interrogate 
him  by  torture. 

“  Whilft  this  was  preparing, 
Don  Juan,  without  betraying  the 
lead  alarm  upon  what  was  going 
forward,  told  his  judges  that  it 
would  fave  them  and  himfelf  fome 
trouble,  if  they  would  receive  his 
confeffion  upon  certain  points,  to 
which  he  fhould  truly  fpeak,  but 
beyond  which  all  the  tortures  in 
the  world  could  not  force  one  fyl- 
lable.  He  laid  that  he  was  not  the 
Ton,  as  was  fuppofed,  of  the  mer¬ 
chant,  with  whom  he  lived,  tior 
allied  to  the  deceased  Joiepha  any 


otherwife  than  by  the  tendered  ties 
of  mutual  affection  and  a  promife 
o*  marriage,  which,  however,  he 
acknowledged  had  not  been  fo* 
lemnized  :  that  he  was  the  fon  of  a 
gentleman  of  conliderabie  fortune 
in  the  Brazils,  who  left  him  an  in¬ 
fant  to  the  care  of  the  merchant  in 
quedion  :  that  the  merchant,  for 
reafons  bed  known  to  himfelf,  chofe 
to  call  him  by  his  own  name,  and 
this  being  done  in  his  infancy,  he 
wras  taught  to  believe  that  he  was 
an  orphan  youth,  the  fon  of  a  ai¬ 
dant  relation  of  the  perfon  who 
adopted  him.  He  begged  his  judges 
therefore  to  obferve,  that  he  never 
underdood  Jofepha  to  be  his  lifter^ 
that  as  to  her  being  with  child  by 
him,  he  acknowledged  it,  and  pray¬ 
ed  God  forgivenefs  for  an  offence, 
which  it  had  been  his  intention  to 
repair  by  marrying  her  ;  that  with 
relpecd  to  the  medicine,  he  certain¬ 
ly  did  give  it  to  her  with  his  own 
hands,  for  that  die  was  lick  in  con- 
fequence  of  her  pregnancy,  and 
being  afraid  of  creating  alarm  or 
fufpicion  in  her  parents,  had  re¬ 
quired  him  to  order  certain  drugs 
from  an  apothecary,  as  if  for  him-' 
felf,  which  he  accordingly  did  ; 
and  he  verily  believed  they  were 
faithfully  mixed,  inafmuch  as  he 
flood  by  the  man  whild  he  prepar¬ 
ed  the  medicine,  and  faw  every  in¬ 
gredient  feparately  put  in. 

46  The  judges  thereupon  afked 
him,  if  he  would  take  it  on  his 
confcience  to  fay,  that  the  lady  did 
not  die  by  poifon.  Don  Juan, 
burding  into  tears  for  the  fird  time, 
anfwered,  to  his  eternal  forrow  he 
knew  that  die  did  die  by  poifon.— 
Was  that  poifon  contained  in  the 
medicine  die  took  ?  It  was.- — Did 
he  impute  the  crime  of  mixing  the 
poifon  in  the  medicine  to  the  apo¬ 
thecary,  or  did  he  take  it  on  him¬ 
felf  }  Neither  the  apothecary  nor 

himfelf 
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himfelf  was  guilty.— Did  the  lady, 
from  a  principle  of  fhame  (he  was 
then  afked),  commit  the  aid:  of  fili¬ 
cide,  and  intufe  the  poifon  without 
his  knowledge  -He  halted  into 
horror  at  the  quefiion,  and  took 
God  to  witnels  that  file  was  inno¬ 
cent  of  the  deed. 

44  The  judges  Teemed  now  con¬ 
founded,  and  for  a  time  abflained 
from  any  farther  interrogatories, 
debating  the  matter  among!!  them- 
felves  by  whifpers  ;  when  one  of 
them  obferved  to  the  prifoner,  that, 
according  to  his  confeffion,  he  had 
laid  file  did.  die  by  poifon,  and  yet, 
by  the  anfwers  he  had  now  given, 
it  fliould  feem  as  if  he  meant  to  ac¬ 
quit  every  perfon  on  whom  fufpi- 
cion  could  poflibly  ref!  ;  there  was, 
however,  one  interrogatory  left, 
which,  unnatural  as  it  was,  he 
would  put  to  him  for  form’s  fake 
only,  before  they  proceeded  to 
greater  extremities,  and  that  ques¬ 
tion  involved  the  father  or  mother 
of  the  lady.— Did  he  mean  to  im¬ 
pute  the  horrid  intention  of  mur¬ 
dering  their  child  to  the  parents  ? 
No,  replied  the  prifoner,  in  a  firm 
tone  of  voice,  I  am  certain  no  fuch 
intention  ever  entered  the  hearts  of 
the  unhappy  parents,  and  I  fhould 
be  the  worft  of  linners  if  I  imputed 
it  to  them.  The  judges  upon  this 
declared  with  one  voice  that  he  was 
trifling  with  the  court,  and  gave 
orders  for  the  rack :  they  would, 
however,  for  the  lafl  time,  demand 
of  him,  if  he  knew  who  it  was 
that  did  poifon  Jolepha,  to  which 
he  anfwered,  without  heiitation, 
that  he  did  know,  but  that  no  tor¬ 
tures  fliould  force  him  to  declare 
it.  As  to  life,  he  was  weary  of  it, 
and  they  might  difpofe  of  it  as  they 
Taw  fit  :  he  could  not  die  in  greater 
tortures  than  he  had  lived. 

They  now  took  this  perempto¬ 
ry  recufapt,  and,  Gripping  him  of 


his  upper  garments,  laid  him  on  the 
rack  i  a  furgeon  was  called  in,  who 
kept  his  fingers  on  his  pulfe  :  and 
the  executioners  were  directed  to 
begin  their  tortures.  They  had 
given  him  one  fevere  ftretch  by 
ligatures  £fxed  to  his  extremities, 
and  paffed  over  an  axle,  which  was 
turned  by  a  windlafs :  the  itrain 
upon  his  mufcles  and  joints,  by  the 
action  of  this  infernal  engine,  was 
dreadful,  and  nature  fpoke  her  fuf- 
ferings  by  a  horrid  crafh  in  every 
limb :  the  fweat  flarted  in  large 
drops  upon  his  face  and  bofom,  yet 
the  man  was  firm  amidff  the  agonies 
of  the  machine  :  not  a  groan  efcap- 
ed,  and  the  fiend  who  was  fuper- 
intendant  of  the  hellifh  work,  de¬ 
clared  they  might  increafe  his  tor-  , 
ments  upon  the  next  tug,  for  that 
his  pulfe  had  not  varied  a  flrokey 

nor  abated  of  its  flrenmh  in  the 

£> 

{mailed  degree. 

44  The  tormentors  had  now  be¬ 
gun  a  lecond  operation  with  more 
violence  than  the  former,  which 
their  devilifh  ingenuity  had  con¬ 
trived  to  vat*)*,  fo  as  to  extort  acuter 
pains  from  the  application  of  the 
engine  to  parts  that  had  not  yet  had 
their  full  fliare  of  the  firft  agony ; 
when  fuddenly  a  monk  rallied  into 
the  chamber,  and  called  out  to  the 
judges  to  deiift  from  torturing  that 
innocent  man,  and  take  the  con¬ 
feffion  of  the  murderer  from  his 
own  lips.  Upon  a  lignal  from  the 
judges,  the  executioners  let  go  the 
engine  at  once,  and  the  joints  flap¬ 
ped  audibly  into  their  fockets  with 
the  elaflicity  of  a  bow.  Nature 
funk  under  the  revuliion,  and  Don 
Juan  fainted  on  the  rack.  The 
monk  immediately  with  a  loud 
voice  exclaimed,  Inhuman  wretches, 
delegates  of  hell,  and  agents  of 
the  devil,  make  ready  your  engine 
for  the  guilty,  and  take  off  your 
bloody  hands  from  the  innocent  5 

Q  }  for 
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for  behold !  (and  fo  faying,  he 
threw  back  his  cowl)  behold  the 
father  and  the  murderer  of  Jo- 
fepha, ! 

64  The  whole  affembly  flarted 
with  affonifoment  s  the  judges  flood 
aghaft ;  and  even  the  daemons  of 
torture  rolled  their  eye-balls  on  the 
monk  with  horror  and  difrnay. 

“  If  you  are  willing,  fays  he  to 
the  judges,  to  receive  my  conief* 
iion,  whilll  your  tormentors  are 
preparing  their  rack  for  the  vileft 
criminal  ever  flretched  upon  it, 
hear  me  *  If  not,  fet  your  engine 
to  work  without  farther  enquiry, 
and  glut  your  appetites  wkh  hu¬ 
man  agonies,  which  once  in  your 
lives  you  may  now  inflift  with 
jufiice. 

Proceed,  faid  the  fenior  judge. 

“  That  guiltlefs  fufferer,  who 
now  lies  jnfenfible  before  my  eyes, 
faid  the  monk,  is  the  fon  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  father,  who  was  once  my 
cteareft  friend.  lie  was  confided  to, 


my  charge,  being  then  an  infant  ; 
and  my  friend  followed  his  fortunes 
to  our  fettlements  in  the  Brazils, 
He  refided  there  twenty  years  with¬ 
out  vihting  Portugal  once  in  the 
time  :  he  remitted  to  me  many  fums 
pf  money  on  his  foil’s  account.  At 
this  time  a  hellifli  -thought  arofe  in 
my  mind,  which  the  diftrefs  of  my 
affairs  and  a  paffiop  for  extrava¬ 
gance  infpired,  of  converting  the 
property  of  my  charge  to  my  own 
account,,  I  imparted  thefe  fug- 
geflions  to  my  unhappy  wife,  who 
is  now  at  her  account :  let  me  do 
her  jufiice  to  confefs  foe  withflood 
them  firmly  for  a  time.  Stilt  for¬ 
tune  frowned  upon  me,  and  I  was 
linking  in  my  credit  every  hour  : 
ruin  flared  me  in  the  face,  and  no¬ 
thing  ftood  bet\veen  me  and  imme-- 
foate.  difgrace,  but  this  infamous 
expedient. 

k.t  At  lafo  perfuafipn^  menaces^ 


and  the  impending  preffure  of  ne-t 
ceffity,  conquered  her  virtue,  and 
foe  acceded  to  the  fraud.  We 
agreed  to  adopt  the  infant  as  the 
orphan  fon  of  a  diffant  relation  of 
our  own  name.  I  maintained  a 
correfpondence  with  his  father  by 
letters  pretending  to  be  written  by 
the  fon,  and  I  fupported  my  fa¬ 
mily  in  a  fplendid  extravagance  by 
the  alignments  I  received  from  the 
Brazils,  At  length,  foe  father  of 
Don  Juan  died,  and  by  will  be¬ 
queathed  his  fortune  to  me,  in 
failure  of  his  fon  and  his  heirs.  I 
had  already  advanced  fo  far  in 
guilt,  that  the  temptation  of  this 
contingency  met  with  no  reliflance 
in  my  mind  ;  and  I  determined  up¬ 
on  removing  this  bar  to  my  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  propofed  to  my  wire  to 
fecure  the  prize  that  fortune  had 
hung  within  our  reach,  by  the  afo 
faffination  of  the  heir.  She  re¬ 
volted  from  the  idea  with  horror, 
and  for  fome  time  her  thoughts  re¬ 
mained  in  fo  diflurbed  a  flate,  that 
I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  renew 
the  attack.  After  fome  time  the 
agent  of  the  deeeafed  arrived  in 
Lifbon  from  the*Brazils,  and  as  he 
was  privy  to  my  correfpondence, 
it  became  neceffary  for  me  to  dis¬ 
cover  to  Don  Juan  who  he  was, 
and  alfo  what  fortune  he  was  in* 
titled  to,  In  this  crilis,  threaten¬ 
ed  with  foame  and  cfotedtion  on  on$ 
hand,  and  tempted  by  avarice,  pride, 
and  the  devil,  on  the  other,  I  won 
over  my  reludlant  wife  to  a  partici¬ 
pation  of  my  crime  ;  and  we  mixed 
that  dofe  with  poifon,  which  we 
believed  was  intended  for  Don 
Juan,  but  which,  in  fa<5l,  was  de? 
ftined  for  our  only  child.  She  took 
it ;  heaven  difeharged  its  vengeance, 
on  our  heads ;  and  we  faw  our 
daughter  expire  in  agonies  before, 
our  eyes,  with  the  bitter  aggrava¬ 
tion  of  a  double  murder,  for  the 
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child  was  alive  within  her.  Are 
there  words  in  language  to  exprefs 
our  lamentations  ?  Are  there  tor¬ 
tures  in  the  reach  of  evert  your 
invention  to  compare  with  thofe 
wc  felt  ?  Wonderful  were  the 
ifruggles  of  nature  in  the  heart 
of  our  expiring  child  :  file  bewail¬ 
ed  us ;  flie  confoled,  nay,  fhe 
even  forgave  us.  To  Don  Juan 
ive  made  immediate  confeffion  of 
our  guilt,  and  conjured  him  to  in- 
flidt  that  punifhment  upon  us, 
which  judice  demanded,  and  our 
crimes  deferved.  It  was  in  this 
dreadful  moment  that  our  daugh¬ 
ter,  with  her  lad;  breath,  by  the 
mod:  folemn  adjurations,  exacted 
and  obtained  a  promife  from  Don 
Juan  not  to  expofe  her  parents  to  a 
public  execution  by  di  . doling  what 
had  pafied.  Alas !  alas  !  we  lee  too 
plainly  how  he  kept  his  word  :  be¬ 
hold,  he  dies  a  martyr  to  Honour  S 
your  infernal  tortures  have  dedroy- 
cd  him. 

44  No  fooner  had  the  monk  pro¬ 


nounced  thefe  words  in  a  loud  and 
furious  tone,  than  the  wretched  Don. 
Juan  drew  a  ligh  :  a  l'econd  would 
have  followed,  but  heaven  no  longer 
could  tolerate  the  agonies  of  inno¬ 
cence,  and  dapped  his  heart  for 
ever. 

44  The  monk  had  fixed  his  eyes 
upon  him,  ghadly  with  terror,  and 
as  he  dretehed  out  his  mangled 
limbs  at  life’s  lad  gafp— »-Acc.urfed 
monders,  he  exclaimed,  may  God 
require  his  murder  on  your  fouls  at 
the  great  day  of  judgment !  His 
blood  be  on  your  heads,  ye  mini- 
ders  of  darknefs !  For  me,  if  hea¬ 
venly  vengeance  is  not  yetappeafed 
by  my  contrition,  in  the  midd  of 
flames  my  aggrieved  foul  will  find 
fome  confol  tion  in  the  thought,, 
that  you  partake  it  torments. 

44  Having  uttered  this  in  a  voice 
fcarcely  human,  he  plunged  a  knife 
to  his  heart,  and  whilft  his  blood 
fpouted  on  the  pavement,  dropped 
dead  upon  the  body  of  Don  Juan, 
and  expired  without  a  groan.’* 

♦ 

■  ■■  . . ■■  ■— 


Dr.  JOHNSON  and  LORD  MONBODDO. 

[  From  Mr.  Boswell’s  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  with  Samuel 

Johnl'on,  LL.  D.  ] 


u 


ONBODDO  is  a  wretched 


place,  wild  and  naked. 


M. 

with  a  poor  old  houfe  ;  though,  if 
I  recoiled  right,  there  are  two  tur¬ 
rets,  which  mark  an  old  baron’s 
refidence.  Lord  Monboddo  receiv¬ 
ed  us  at  his  gate  mod  courteoufly  ; 
pointed  to  the  Douglas  arms  upon 
his  houfe,  and  told  us  that  his  great¬ 
grandmother  was  of  that  family. 
44  In  fuch  houfes  (Rid  he)  our  an- 
cedors  lived,  who  were  better  men 


than  we.” — 44  No, 


no. 


my 


lord 


(fa id  Dr.  Johnfon),  we  are  as  drong 
gs  they,  aod  a  great  deal  wifer,”*— 


This  was  an  afiault  upon  one  of 
lord  Monboddo’s  capital  dogmas, 
and  I  was  afraid  there  would  have 
been  a  violent  altercation  in  the 
very  clofe,  before  we  got  into  the 
houfe.  But  his  lordfhip  is  didin.- 
guiftied  not  only  for  “  ancient  me- 
taphyiicks,”  but  for  ancient  poll- 
tejje ,  44  la  vieille  cour ,”  and  he  made 
no  reply. 

44  His  lordfhip  was  dred  in  a  ruR 
tick  fu-it,  and  wore  a  little  round 
hat ;  told  us,  we  now  faw  him  as 
farmer  Burnett,  and  we  fhould  have 
bb  family  dinner,  a  farmer’s  din-. 
0  4  nev% 
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l)er.  He  faid,  44  I  fhould  not  have 
forgiven  Mr,  Bofwell,  had  he  not 
brought  you  here.  Dr.  johnfon.” 
He  produced  a  very  long  ftalk  of 
£ptn,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  crop, 
and  faid  44  you  fee  here  the  Isetas 
fegetesf*  and  obferved  that  Virgil 
feemed  to  be  as  an  enthufiafiic  a 
farmer  as  he,  and  was  certainly  a 
practical  one  — JohnJbn .  44  It  does 
itQt  always  follow,  my  lord,  that  a 
jnan  who  has  written  a  good  poem 
on  an  art,  has  pradifed  it.  Philip 
Miller  told  me,  that  in  Philips’s 
Cyder,  a  poem,  all  the  precepts 
were  juft,  and  indeed  better  than  in 
books -written  for  the  purpofe  of  in¬ 
truding  ;  yet  Philips  had  never 
made  cyder,” 

44  I  llarted  the  fubjed  of  eniigra* 
t ion s . ^—Johnfon .  44  To  a  man  of 

mere  animal  life,  you  can  urge  no 
argument  againft  going  to  America, 
but  that  it  will  be  fome  time  before 
be  will  get  the  earth  to  produce. 
But  a  man  of  any  intelledual  en¬ 
joyment  will  not  eafily  go  and  im- 
jnerfe  hirpfelf  and  his  pofterity  for 
flges  in  barbarjfm,*' 

ii  He  and  my  lord  fpoke  highly 
pf  Homer. — John  fan.  44  Pie  had 
&11  the  learning  of  his  age.  The 
JPield  of  Achilles fhews  a  nation  in 
War,  a  nation  in  peace  ;  harveft 
fport,  nay  Healing.”- — ■ Monhoddo . 

*4  Aye,  and  what  we  (looking  to 
me)  would  call  a  parliament-houfe 
fcene  ;  a capfe  pleaded*” — Johnfon . 
ii  That  is  part  of  the  life  of  a  na¬ 
tion  in  peace.  And  there  are  in 
Homer  fuch  charaders  of  heroes, 
and  combinations  of  equalities  of  he¬ 
roes,  that  the  united  powers  of  man¬ 
kind  ever  lince  have  not  produced 
$ny  but  what  are  to  be  found  there.” 
L— Monboddo .  44  Yet  no  charader 

is  deferibed.” — JohnJbn.  44  No; 
they  all  develops  themfelves.  Aga- 


LORD  MONBODDO. 

t*.  That  the  ancients  held  fa,  b 
plain  from  this  ;  that  Euripides,  in 
his  Hecuba,  makes  him  the  perfon 
to  interpofe.” — Monhoddo.  ?4  The 
hiftory  of  manners  is  the  moft  va* 
1  uable.  I  never  fet  a  high  value  on 
any  other  hi  dory.” — JohnCon. 4  4  Nor 
I ;  and  therefore  I  eileem  biogra¬ 
phy,  as  giving  us  what  comes  near 
to  ourfelves,  what  we  can  turn  to 
ufe.” — Bofwell'  44  But  in  the  courfe 
of  general  hiftory,  we  find  man¬ 
ners.  In  wars,  we  fee  the  difpoft- 
tions  of  people,  their  degrees  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  other  particulars.” — . 
JohnJbn.  44  Yes  ;  but  then  you  muff 
take  all  the  fads  to  get  this  ;  and  it 
is  but  a  little  you  get.” — Monhoddo . 

And  it  is  that  little  which  makes 
hiftory  valuable,”  Bravo!  thought 
I ;  they  agree  like  two  brothers. — 
Monhoddo .  4‘  I  am  forry,  Dr.  John- 
foil,  you  was  not  longer  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  to  receive  the  homage  of  our 
men  of  learning.”— JohnJbn.  44  My 
lord,  I  received  great  refped  and 
great  kindnefs.B — Bofwell .  44  He 

goes  back  to  Edinburgh  after  our 
tour.”  We  talked  of  the  decreafe 
of  learning  in  Scotland,  and  of  the 
44  Mules  Welcome.”  —  Johnfon. 
u  Learning  is  much  decreafed  in 
England,  in  my  remembrance. P— 
Monhoddo .  44  You,  Sir,  have  lived 
to  fee  its  decreafe  in  England,  I  its 
extindion  in  Scotland.”  However, 

I  brought  him  to  confefs  that  the 
high  fchool  of  Edinburgh  did  well. 
John /bn .  44  Learning  has  decreafed 
in  England,  becaufe  learning  will 
not  do  fo  much  for  a  man  as  for¬ 
merly.  There  are  other  ways  of 
getting  preferment.  Few  bifliops 
are  now  made  for  their  learning. 
To  be  a  bifliop,  a  man  muft  be 
learned  in  a  learned  ane — fadious 

;  %  O 

in  a  fadious  age;  but  always  of 
eminence.  Warburton  is  an  excep¬ 
tion  ;  though  his  learning  alone  did 
not  raife  him,  He  w:as  firft  an  an- 
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tagonift  to  Pope,  and  helped  Theo- 
bald  to  publilh  his  Shakfpeare ;  but, 
teeing  Pope  the  riiing  man— when 
Croufaz  attacked  his  Effay  on  Man, 
for  lome  faults  which  it  has,  and 
fome  which  it  has  not,  Warburton 
defended  it  jn  the  Review  of  that 
time.  This  brought  him  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  Pope,  and  he  gained  his 
friendlliip.  Pope  introduced  him 
to  Allen — Allen  married  hint  to  his 
niece :  fo,  by  Allen’s  interelf  and 
bis  own,  he  was  made  a  bifliqp. 
But  then  his  learning  was  the  fine 
qua  non  ;  he  knew  how  to  make  the 
moll  of  it ;  but  I  do  not  find  by  any 
difhoneft  means.” — Monboddo .  44  Pie 
is  a  great  man,” — - Johnfion .  44  Yes  ; 
he  has  great  knowledge — great 
powers  of  mind.  Hardly  any  man 
brings  greater  variety  of  learning 
to  bear  upon  his  point.” — ■ Monbod - 
do.  ci  He  is  one  of  the  greateft 
lights  of  your  church.” — Johnfion. 
“  Why  ?  we  are  not  fo  lure  of  his 
being  very  friendly  to  us.  He 
blazes,  if  you  will;  but  this  is  not 
always  the  ffeadielt  light.  Lowth 
is  another  bifhop  who  has  ril'en  by 
his  learning.” 

44  Dr.  johnfon  examined  young 
Arthur,  lord  Monboddo’s  ion,  m 
Latin.  He  anfwered  very  well  ; 
upon  which  he  laid,  with  compla¬ 
cency,  44  Get  you  gone  !  When 
king  James  comes  back,  you  fhall 
be  in  the  Mules  Welcome!”  My 
lord  and  Dr.  johnfon  difputed  a  lit¬ 
tle,  whether  the  lavage  or  the  Lon¬ 
don  Ihopkeeper  had  the  bed  exig¬ 
ence  ;  his  lordlhip,  as  ufual,  pre¬ 
ferring  the  favage.  My  lord  was 
as  hofpitable  as  I  could  have  wifh- 
ed,  and  I  law  both  Dr,  Johnfon  and 
him  liking  each  other  better  every 
hour, 

44  Dr.  Johnfon  having  retired  for 
ft  fhort  time,  my  lord  fpoke  of  his 
converfation  as  I  could  have  wifh- 
■pd,  Dr„  Johpfon  had  fipd,  44  I 


have  done  greater  feats  with  my 
knife  than  this  though  he  had 
taken  a  very  hearty  dinner.  My 
lord,  who  affects  or  believes  he  fol¬ 
lows  an  abftemious  fvuem,  feemed 
itruck  with  Dr,  Johnfon’s  manner 
of  living.  1  had  a  particular  fatis- 
faction  in  being  under  the  roof  of 
Monboddo,  my  lord  being  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  old  friend,  and  having  been 
always  very  good  to  me.  V\  e  were 
cordial  together.  He  afked  Dr, 
Johnfon  and  me  to  Hay  all  night. 
When  I  laid  we  mufi  be  at  Aber¬ 
deen,  he  replied,  44  Well,  I  anx 
like  the  Romans  :  I  fhall  fay  to  you, 
4  Happy  to  come — happy  to  de¬ 
part!”  Pie  thanked  Dr.  Johnfon 
for  his  vifit. — Johnfion.  44  I  little 
thought,  when  I  had  the  honour  to 
meet  your  lordlhip  in  London,  that 
I  fhould  fee  you  at  Monboddo.-” — - 
After  dinner,  as  the  ladies  were  go¬ 
ing  away,  Dr.  johnfon  would  Hand 
up.  Pie  infilled  that  politenefs  was 
of  great  confequence  in  fociety* 
44  It  is  (faid  he)  fictitious  benevo¬ 
lence.  It  fupplies  the  place  of  it 
among!!  thole  who  lee  each  other 
only  in  public,  or  but  little.  De¬ 
pend  upon  it,  the  want  of  it  never 
fails  to  produce  fomething  difagree- 
able  to  one  or  other.  I  have  al¬ 
ways  applied  to  good  breeding,  what 
Addifon  in  his  Cato  fays  of  Ho¬ 
nour  ; 

“  Honour’s  a  fapred  tie ;  the  law  of 
kings ; 

The  noble  mind’s  dilHnguilhing  perfec¬ 
tion, 

That  aids  and  ftrcngthens  Virtue  where  R 
meets  her, 

And  imitates  her  actions  where  lhe  is  not.'- 

44  When  he  took  up  his  large  oak 
flick,  he  faid,  44  My  lord,  that’s 
Homerick  :v  thus  pleafantly  allud¬ 
ing  to  his  lordihip?s  favourite  wri¬ 
ter.  Gory,  my  lord’s  black  Per- 
yanf,  was  lent  as  our  guide  fo  far. 
This  Was  another  point  of  limila- 
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rity  between  Johnfon  and  Mon- 
boddo.  I  obferved  how  curious  it 
was  to  fee  an  African  in  the  north 
of  Scotland,  with  little  or  no  diffe¬ 
rence  of  manners  from  thofe  of  the 
natives.  Dr.  Johnfon  laughed  to 
fee  Gory  and  Jofeph  riding  toge¬ 
ther  mod:  cordially.  u  Thofe  two 
fellows  (faid  he),  one  from  Africa, 
the  other  from  Bohemia,  feem  quite 
at  home.”  He  was  much  pleafed 
with  lord  Monboddo  to-day.  He 
faid,  he  would  have  pardoned  him 
for  a  few  paradoxes,  when  he  found 
he  had  fo  much  that  was  good. 
But  that,  from  his  appearance  in 
London,  he  thought  him  all  para¬ 
dox,  which  would  not  do.”  He 
obferved,  that  his  lordfhip  had  talk¬ 
ed  no  paradoxes  to-day.  “  And  as 


to  the  favage  and  the  London  fhop- 
keeper  (faid  he)  I  don’t  know  but 
I  might  have  taken  the  fide  of  the 
favage  equally,  had  any  body  elfe 
taken  the  fde  of  the  fhopkeeper.” 
He  had  faid  to  my  lord,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  value  of  the  favajre’s 

•  ,  O 

courage,  that  it  was  owing  to  his 
limited  power  of  thinking,  and  re¬ 
peated  Pope’s  verfes,  in  which 
u  Macedonia’s  madman”  is  intro¬ 
duced,  and  the  conclufion  is, 

tc  Yet  ne’er  looks  forward  farther  than 
his  nofe.” 

I  objeded  to  the  lafl  phrafe,  as  be¬ 
ing  low. — Johnfon.  “  Sir,  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  low  :  it  is  fatire.  The 
expreffion  is  debafed,  to  debafe  the 
charader.” 


Dr.  JOHNSON’S  ASSERTIONS  concerning  the  SCOTTISH 

CLERGY. 

[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 


U  A  ^TER  flipper,  I  talked  of  the 
j~\  affiduity  of  the  Scottifh  cler¬ 
gy,  in  viiitingand  privately  intrud¬ 
ing  their  parifhioners,  and  obfervjd 
how  much  in  this  they  excelled  the 
Englifh  clergy.  Dr.  Johnfon  would 
not  let  this  pafs.  He  tried  to  turn 
it  off,  by  faying,  u  there  are  diffe¬ 
rent  ways  of  intruding.  Our  cler¬ 
gy  pray  and  preach.”  M‘Leod  and 
I  preffed  the  fubjed,  upon  which 
he  grew  warm,  and  broke  forth  : 
<4  1  do  not  believe  your  people  are 
better  intruded.  If  they  are,  it 
is  the  blind  leading  the  blind  ;  for 
your  clergy  are  not  intruded  them- 
jfelves.”  Thinking  he  had  gone  a 
little  too  far,  he  checked  himfelf, 
and  added,  “  When  I  talk  of  the 
ignorance  of  your  clergy,  I  talk  of 
?hem  as  a  body  :  I  do  not  mean  that 
{here  are  not  individuals  who  are 


learned  (looking  at  Mr.  McQueen). 
I  fuppofe  there  are  fuch  among  the 
clergy  in  Mufcovy.  The  clergy 
of  England  have  produced  the  molt 
valuable  books  in  fupport  of  reli¬ 
gion,  both  in  theory  and  practice. 
What  have  your  clergy  done,  line® 
you  funk  intoprefbyterianifm  ?  Can 
you  name  one  book  of  any  value, 
on  a  religious  fubjed,  written  by 
them?”-r-We  were  lilent. — “  I’ll 
hplp  you.  Forbes  wrote  very  well ; 
but  I  believe  he  wrote  before  epil- 
copacy  was  quite  extinguifhed,” — 
And  then  pauling  a  little,  he  ffiid, 
c<!  Yes,  you  have  Wifhart  againft 
repentance.” — Bofivell.  «  But,  fir, 
we  are  not  contending  for  the  fupe- 
rior  learning  of  our  clergy,  but  for 
their  fuperior  affiduity.”  Fie  bore 
us  down  again,  with  thundering  a- 
gainft  their  ignorance,  and  faid  to 
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me,  14  I  fee  you  have  not  been  well 
taught ;  for,  you  have  not  chari¬ 
ty.”  He  had  been  in  fome  mea- 
fure  forced  into  this  warmth,  by  the 
exulting  air  which  I  aftumed  ;  for, 
when  he  began,  he  faid,  44  Since 
you  will  drive  the  nail  1”  He  a- 
gain  thought  of  good  Mr.  M4Queen, 
and,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  faid, 
44  Sir,  I  did  not  mean  any  difre- 
fpedt  to  you.” 

44  Here  I  muft  obferve,  that  he 
conquered  by  deferting  his  ground, 
find  not  meeting  the  argument  as  I 
hud  put  it.  The  alliduity  of  the 
Scottifh  clergy  is  certainly  greater 
than  that  of  the  Rnglifh.  His  tak¬ 
ing  up  the  topic  of  their  not  hav¬ 
ing  fo  much  learning,  was,  though 
ingenious,  yet  a  fallacy  in  logic. 
It  was  as  if  there  fhould  be  a  dis¬ 
pute  whether  a  man’s  hair  is  well 
drefled,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  fhould 
fay,  44  Sir,  his  hair  cannot  be  well 
drefled  ;  for  he  has  a  dirty  Ihirt. 
No  man  who  has  not  clean  linen, 
has  his  hair  well  drefled.”  When 


fome  days  afterwards  he  read  this 
paflage,  he  faid,  44  No,  lir;  I  did 
not  fay  that  a  man’s  hair  could  not 
be  well  drefled  becaufe  he  has  not 
clean  linen,  but  becaufe  he  is  bald.” 

44  He  ufed  one  argument  againft: 
the  Scottifh  clergy  being  learned, 
which  I  doubt  was  not  good  :  44  As 
W'e  believe  a  man  dead  till  we  know 
that  he  is  alive  ;  fo  we  believe  men 
ignorant  till  we  know  that  they  are 
learned.”  Now  our  maxim  in  law 
is,  to  prefume  a  man  alive,  till  we 
know  he  is  dead.  However,  in¬ 
deed,  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  we 
muft  firtl  know  he  has  lived ;  and 
that  we  have  never  known  the  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  Scottifh  clergy.  Mr. 
M‘Queen,  though  he  was  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  Dr.  Johnfon  had  deferted 
the  point  really  in  difpute,  was  much 
pleafed  with  what  he  faid,  and  own¬ 
ed  to  me,  he  thought  it  very  juft  ; 
and  Mrs.  M4Leod  was  fo  much  cap¬ 
tivated  by  his  eloquence,  that  fhe 
told  me  44  I  was  a  good  advocate 
for  a  bad  caufe.” 
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<4  p  #  ’'HERE  was  as  great  a  ftorm 
J[  of  wind  and  rain  as  I  have 
almoft  ever  feen,  which  neceflarily 
Confined  us  to  the  houfe  ;  but  we 
were  fully  compenfated  by  Dr. 
Johnfon’s  conversation.  He  faid, 
he  did  not  grudge  Burke’s  being  the 
firft  man  in  the  houfe  of  commons  ; 
for  he  was  the  firft  man  every  where ; 
but  he  grudged  that  a  fellow  who 
makes  no  figure  in  company,  and 
has  a  mind  as  narrow  as  the  neck  of 
a  vinegar  cruet,  fhould  make  a  fi¬ 
gure  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
merely  by  having  the  knowledge  of 
$  few  forms,  &ad  being  furqifhed 


with  a  little  occafional  information. 
He  told  us,  the  firft  time  he  faw 
Dr.  Young  was  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Richardfon,  the  author  of  ClarifTa. 
He  was  fent  for,  that  the  dodlor 
might  read  to  him  his  Conjectures 
on  Original  Compofttion,  which  he 
did,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  made  his  re¬ 
marks  ;  and  he  was  furprifed  to  find 
Young  receive  as  novelties  what  he 
thought  very  common  maxims.  He 
faid  he  believed  Young  was  not  a 
great  fcholar,  nor  had  ftudied  re-, 
gularly  the  art  of  writing ;  that 
there  were  very  fine  things  in  his 
Night  Thoughts,  though  you  coula 

not 
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not  find  twenty  lines  together  with¬ 
out  fome  extravagance.  He  repeat¬ 
ed  two  paflages  from  his  Love  of 
Fame,  the  characters  of  Brunetta 
and  Stella,  which  he  praifed  high¬ 
ly.  He  laid  Young  prelied  him 
much  to  come  to  Wellwyn.  Fie 
always  intended  it,  but  never  went. 
Be  was  forry  when  Young  died. 
Thecaufeof  quarrel  between  Young 
and  his  fon,  he  told  us,  was,  that 
his  fon  inlifted  Young  (hould  turn 
away  a  clergyman’s  widow,  who 
lived  with  him,  and  who,  having 
acquired  great  influence  over  the 
father,  was  faucy  to  the  fon,  Dr. 
fohnfon  faid,  file  could  not  conceal 
her  refentmentat  him,  for  faying  to 
Young,  that  44  an  o'd  man  lhould 
not  refign  himfelf  to  the  manage 
ment  of  any  body.”  I  afked  him, 
if  there  was  any  improper  connec¬ 
tion  between  them.  44  No,  fir,  no 
more  than  between  two  frames. — 
He  was  pail  fourfcore,  and  fine  a 
very  coarf'e  woman.  She  read  to 
him,  and,  I  fuppofe,  made  his  cof¬ 
fee,  and  frothed  his  chocolate,  and 
did  fuch  things  as  an  old  man  willies 
to  have  done  for  him,” 

u  Dr.  Doddridge  being  men¬ 
tioned,  he  obfervcd  that  44  he  was 
author  of  one  of  the  fined  epigrams 
iu  the  Englilh  language.  It  is  in 
Orton’s  Life  of  him.  The  lubjedf 
Is  his  family-motto — Dum  'vidimus, 
«vi'vamus ;  which,  in  its  primary 
fignificatlon,  is,  to  be  fure,  not  very 
fuitable  to  a  Chriftian  divine  ;  but 
he  paraph rafed  it  thus  ; 


“  Live,  while  you  live,  the  epicure 
would  fay, 

4nd  feize  the  pleafures  of  the  prefent  day. 
Live,  whiie  you  live,  the  facred  preacher 
cries, 

And  give  to  God  each  moment  as  it  flics. 
Lord,  in  my  views  let  both  united  be  ; 

I  live  in  pleafure,  when  I  live  to  thee.’* 

44  I  afked,  if  it  was  not  ftrange 
that  government  fliould  permit  fo 
many  infidel  writings  to  pafs  with¬ 
out  cenfure. — Johnfon.  44  Sir,  it  is 
mightv  foolifh.  It  is  for  want  of 
knowing  their  own  power.  The 
prefent  family  on  the  throne  came 
to  the  crown  again  ft  the  will  of 
nine-tenths  of  the  people.  Whe¬ 
ther  thefe  nine-tenths  were  right  or 
wrong,  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  now 
to  enquire.  But  fuch  being  the  li- 
tuation  of  the  royal  family,  they 
were  glad  to  encourage  all  who 
would  be  their  friends.  Now  you 
know  every  bad  man  is  a  Whig  ; 
every  man  who  has  loofe  notions. 
The  church  was  all  againft  this  fa¬ 
mily.  They  were,  as  I  fay,  glad 
to  encourage  any  friends ;  and 
therefore,  lince  their  acceffion,  there 
is  no  infhmce  of  any  man  being 
kept  back  on  account  of  his  bad 
principles  ;  and  hence  this  inunda¬ 
tion  of  impiety.”  1  obferved  that 
Mr.  Hume,  iome  of  whofe  writings 
were  very  unfavourable  to  religion, 
was,  however,  a  Tory. — Johnfon . 
44  Sir,  Hume  is  a  Tory  by  chance, 
as  being  a  Scotchman  ;  but  not  up^ 
on  a  principle  of  duty  ;  for  he  has 
no  principle.  If  he  is  any  thing, 
he  is  a  Hobbift.” 


Dr.  JOHNSON’S  VISIT  to  the  DUKE  of  ARGYLE. 

[  From  the  fame  Work.  ] 

f«  jt  Y  acquaintance,  the  reve-  and  brother  to  our  good  friend  at 
J_  rend  Mr.  John  M4Aulay,  Calder,  came  to  us  this  morning, 
one  of  tl;e  pniniflcrs  0/  Inveraray,  and  accompanied  us  to  the  caftle, 

Whep§ 
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where  I  prefented  Dr.  Johnfon  to 
the  duke  of  A r gyle.  We  were 
fhewn  through  the  houfe  ;  and  1 
never  fhall  forget  the  impreilion 
made  upon  my  fancy  by  fome  of  the 
ladies’  maids  tripping  about  in  neat 
morning  drefies.  After  ieeing  for 
a  long  time  little  but  rufticity,  their 
lively  manner,  and  gay  inviting  ap¬ 
pearance,  pleafed  me  l'o  much,  that 
I  thought,  for  the  moment,  I  could 
have  been  a  knight-errant  for  them. 

44  We  then  got  into  a  low  one- 
horfe  chair,  ordered  for  us  by  the 
duke,  in  which  we  drove  about  the 
place.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  much 
fhruck  by  the  grandeur  and  elegance 
of  this  princely  feat.  He  laid, 
44  What  I  admire  here,  is  the  total 
defiance  of  expence.”  I  had  a  par¬ 
ticular  pride  in  fliewing  him  a  great 
number  of  fine  old  trees,  to  com- 
penfate  for  the  nakednefs  which  had 
made  fuch  an  impreilion  on  him  on 
the  eallern  coaft  of  Scotland.  He 
thought  the  caftle  too  low,  and 
wifhed  it  had  been  a  ftory  higher. 

44  When  we  came  in,  before  din¬ 
ner,  we  found  the  duke  and  fome 
gentlemen  in  the  hall.  Dr.  John- 
lon  took  much  notice  of  the  large 
collection  of  arms,  which  are  ex¬ 
cellently  difpofed  there.  I  told  what 
he  had  laid  to  fir  Alexander  McDo¬ 
nald,  of  his  anceftors  not  fuffering 
their  arms  to  ruff*  44  Well  (faid 
the  debtor),  but  let  us  be  glad  we 
live  in  times  when  arms  may  ruff.” 
We  can  fit  to-day  at  his  grace’s  ta¬ 
ble,  without  any  rifk  of  being  at¬ 
tacked,  and  perhaps  fitting  down 
again  wounded  or  maimed,”  The 
duke  placed  Dr.  Johnfon  next  him- 
felf  at  table. 

44  The  duchefs  was  very  atten¬ 
tive  to  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  know  not 
how  2.  middle  date  came  to  be  men¬ 
tioned,  Her  grace  wifhed  to  hear 
him  on  that  point.  “  Madam  (faid 


he),  your  own  relation,  Mr.  Ar« 
chibald  Campbell,  can  tell  you  bet¬ 
ter  about  it  than  I  can.  He  was  a 
biihop  of  the  nonjuring  commu¬ 
nion,  and  wrote  a  book  upon  the 
fubjebt.”  He  engaged  to  get  it  for 
her  grace.  He  afterwards  gave  a 
full  hiftory  of  Mr.  Archibald  Camp¬ 
bell,  which  I  am  lorry  I  do  not  re- 
col  ledl  particularly.  He  faid,  Mr. 
Campbell  had  been  bred  a  violent 
Whig,  but  afterwards  44  kept  bet¬ 
ter  company,  and  became  a  Tory.” 
He  faid  this  with  a  frnile,  in  plea- 
fant  allufion,  as  I  thought,  to  the 
oppohtion  between  his  own  political 
principles,  and  thofe  of  the  duke’s 
clan.  He  added,  that  Mr.  Camp¬ 
bell,  alter  the  Revolution,  was 
thrown  into  jail  on  account  of  his 
tenets  ;  but,  on  application  by  let¬ 
ter  to  the  old  lord  Townfhend,  was 
releafed  :  that  he 'always  fpoke  of 
his  lordfhip  with  great  gratitude, 
faying,  44  though  a  Whig,  he  had 
humanity.” 

44  The  fubjedt  of  luxury  was  in¬ 
troduced.  Dr.  Johnfon  defended 
it.  44  We  have  now  (faid  he),  a 
fplendid  dinner  before  us  ;  which 
of  all  thefe  difhes  is  unwholefome  ?” 
The  duke  aflerted,  that  he  had  ob- 
ferved  the  grandees  of  Spain  dimi- 
nifhed  in  their  lize  by  luxury.  Dr. 
johnfon  politely  refrained  from  op- 
poling  direbtly  an  obfervation  which 
the  duke  himfelf  had  made  but 
faid,  44  Man  mu  ft  be  very  different 
from  other  animals,  if  he  is  dimi* 
niflied  by  good  living  ,*  for  the  lize 
of  all  other  animals  is  increafed  by 
it.  I  made  fome  remark  that  leem- 
ed  to  imply  a  belief  in  fecond  fight. 
The  duchefs  faid,  44  I  fancy  you 
will  be  a  Methodift,”  This  was  the 
only  fentence  her  grace  deigned  to 
utter  to  me  ;  and  I  take  it  for  grant¬ 
ed,  ihe  thought  it  a  good  hit  on 
my  credulity  in  the  Douglas  caufe. 

<4  A  gen* 
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««  A  gentleman  in  company,  af¬ 
ter  dinner,  was  defired  by  the  duke 
to  go  to  another  room,  for  a  fpeci- 
men  of  curious  marble,  which  his 
grace  wifhed  to  Jfliew  us.  He 
brought  a  wrong  piece,  upon  which 
the  duke  fent  him  back  again.  He 
could  not  refufe  ;  but,  to  avoid  any 
appearance  of  fervility,  he  whirled 
as  he  walked  out  of  the  room,  to 
iliow  his  independency.  On  my 
mentioning  this  afterwards  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  he  faid,  it  was  a  nice  trait 
of  character. 

«  Dr.  Johnfon  talked  a  great 
deal,  and  was  fo  entertaining,  that 
lady  Betty  Hamilton,  after  dinner, 
went  and  placed  her  chair  dole  to 
bis,  leaned  upon  the  back  of  it,  and 
liftened  eagerly.  It  would  have 
made  a  fine  pi&ure  to  have  drawn 
the  fage  and  her  at  this  time  in 
their  feveral  attitudes.  He  did  not 
know,  all  the  while,  how  much  he 
was  honoured.  I  told  him  after¬ 
wards.  I  never  faw  him  fo  gentle 
and  complaifant  as  this  day. 

4«  We  went  to  tea.  The  duke 
and  I  walked  up  and  down  the 
drawing-room,  converting.  The 
duchefs  flill  continued  to  fliew  the 
fame  marked  coldnefs  for  me  ;  for 
which,  though  I  fuffered  from  it,  I 
made  every  allowance,  coniidering 
the  very  warm  part  that  I  had 
taken  for  Douglas,  in  the  caufe  in 
which  file  thought  her  fon  deeply 
interefted.  Had  not  her  grace  dis¬ 
covered  fome  difpleafure  towards 


me,  I  fhould  have  fufpeCted  her  of 
infenfibility  or  didimulation. 

44  Her  grace  made  Dr.  Johnfon. 
come  and  fit  by  her,  and  afked  him 
why  he  made  his  journey  fo  late  in 
the  year.  44  Why  madam  (laid 
he),  you  know  Mr.  Bofwell  m.u ft 
attend  the  court  of  fellion,  and  it 
does  not  rife  till  the  twelfth  of  Au» 
guft.”  She  faid,  with  fome  fharp- 
nefs,  44  I  know  nothing  of  Mr. 
Bofwell.”  Poor  lady  Lucy  Dou¬ 
glas,  to  whom  I  mentioned  this, 
obferved,  44  She  knew  too  much  of 
Mr.  Bofwell.”  I  fliall  make  no 
remark  on  her  grace’s  fpeech.  I 
indeed  felt  it  as  rather  too  fevere  ; 
but  when  I  recollected  that  my  pu- 
nifhment  was  inflicted  by  fo  digni¬ 
fied  a  beauty,  I  had  that  kind  of 
confolation  which  a  man  would  feel 
who  is  ftrangled  by  a  filken  cord. 
Dr.  Johnfon  was  all  attention  to  her 
grace.  He  ufed  afterwards  a  droll 
expreilion,  upon  her  enjoying  the 
three  titles  of  Hamilton,  Brandon, 
and  Argyle.  Borrowing  an  image 
from  the  Turkifh  empire,  he  called 
her  a  duchefs  with  three  tails. 

44  He  was  much  pleafed  with  our 
vifit  at  the  cattle  of  Inveraray. 
The  duke  of  Argyle  was  exceed- 
ingly  polite  to  him,  and,  upon  his 
complaining  of  the  fhelties  which 
he  had  hitherto  ridden  being  too 
fmall  for  him,  his  grace  told  hint 
he  fhould  be  provided  with  a  good 
horfe  to  carry  him  next  day.” 


STORY  of  AMELIA  NEVIL* 

[From  the  Philofophical,  Hiftorical,  and  Moral  Effay  on  Old  Maids.  ) 

“  TT  was  the  cuflom  of  Mrs.  of  beauty  ;  fhe  wifhed  to  be  con* 
'  1  Wormwood  to  profefs  the  lidered  as  their  patronefs,  becaufe 
moft  friendly  folicitude  for  female  fuch  an  idea  afforded  her  the  faireft 
youth,  and  the  higheft  admiration  opportunities  of  feeretly  mortify* 
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mg  their  infufferable  prefumption. 
With  a  peculiar  refinement  in  ma¬ 
lice,  file  firft  encouraged,  and  af¬ 
terwards  defeated,  thofe  amufing 
matrimonial  projects,  which  the 
young  and  the  beautiful  are  fo  apt 
to  entertain.  The  high  eft  gratifica¬ 
tion  which  her  ingenious  malig¬ 
nity  could  devife,  confided  in  tor¬ 
turing  fome  lovely  inexperienced 
girl,  by  playing  upon  the  tender 
paffions  of  an  open  and  unfufpeCt- 
ing  heart. 

44  Accident  threw  within  .her 
reach  a  moil  tempting  fubjedt  for 
fuch  fiend-like  diverfion,  in  the 
perfon  of  Amelia  Nevil,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  brave  and  accomplifhed 
officer,  who,  clofing  a  laborious 
and  honourable  life  in  very  indi¬ 
gent  circumftances,  had  left  his  un¬ 
fortunate  child  to  the  care  of  his 
maiden  lifter.  The  aunt  of  Amelia 
was  fuch  an  old  maid  as  might 
alone  fuffice  to  refcue  the  lifterhood 
from  ridicule  and  contempt.  She 
had  been  attached,  in  her  early 
days,  to  a  gallant  youth,  who  un¬ 
happily  loft  his  own  life  in  pre- 
ferving  that  of  his  dear  friend,  her 
brother  :  fhe  devoted  herfelf  to  his 
memory  with  the  molt  tender,  un¬ 
affected,  and  invariable  attachment ; 
refilling  feveral  advantageous  of¬ 
fers  of  marriage,  though  her  in¬ 
come  was  fo  narrow,  that  neceffity 
obliged  her  to  convert  her  whole 
fortune  into  an  annuity,  juft  before 
the  calamitous  event  happened, 
which  made  her  the  only  guardian 
of  the  poor  Amelia.  This  lovely 
but  unfortunate  girl  was  turned  of 
fourteen  on  the  death  of  her  fa¬ 
ther.  She  found,  in  the  houfe  of 
his  filler,  the  molt  friendly  afylum, 
and  a  relation,  whofe  heart  and 
mind  made  her  moft  able  and  will¬ 
ing  to  form  the  chara&er  of  this 
engaging  orphan,  who  appeared  to 
be  as  highly  favoured  by  nature  as 


[223] 

file  was  perfecuted  by  fortune.  The 
beauty  of  Amelia  was  fo  linking, 
and  the  charms  of  her  lively  un- 
derftanding  began  to  difplay  them- 
felves  in  fo  enchanting  a  manner, 
that  her  affectionate  aunt  could  not 
bear  the  idea  of  placing  her  in  any 
lower  order  of  life  ;  Ihe  gave  her 
the  education  of  a  gentlewoman, 
in  the  flattering  and  generous  hope 
that  her  various  attractions  muft 
fupply  the  abfolute  want  of  for¬ 
tune,  and  thatflie  Ihould  enjoy  the 
delight  of  feeing  her  dear  Amelia 
fettled  happily  in  marriage,  before 
her  death  expofed  her  lovely  ward 
to  that  poverty,  which  was  her 
only  inheritance.  Heaven  difpofed 
it  otherwife.  This  amiable  wo¬ 
man,  after  having  aCled  the  part  of 
a  moft  affectionate  parent  to  her  in¬ 
digent  niece,  died  before  Amelia 
attained  the  age  of  twenty.  The 
poor  girl  was  now  apparently  defti- 
tute  of  every  refource,  and  expofed 
to  penury,  with  a  heart  bleeding 
for  the  lofs  of  a  moft  indulgent 
protector.  A  widow  lady  of  her 
acquaintance  very  kindly  afforded 
her  a  refuge  in  the  firft  moments  of 
her  diftrels,  and  propofed  to  two  of 
her  opulent  friends,  that  Amelia 
fliould  relide  with  them  by  turns, 
dividing  her  year  between  them, 
and  palling  four  months  with  each. 
As  loon  as  Mrs.  Wormwood  was 
informed  of  this  event,  as  flie  de¬ 
lighted  in  thofe  oftentatious  aCts  ©f 
apparent  beneficence,  which  are 
fallely  called  charity,  the  deflred  to 
be  admitted  among  the  voluntary 
guardians  of  the  poor  Amelia.  To 
this  propofal  all  the  parties  aflent- 
ed,  and  it  was  fettled  that  Amelia 
fliould  pafs  the  laft  quarter  of  every 
year,  as  long  as  flie  remained  Angle, 
under  the  roof  of  Mrs.  Wormwood. 
This  lovely  orphan  had  a  fenfibi- 
lity  of  heart,  which  rendered  her 
extremely  grateful  for  the  protec- 
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tion  Hie  received,  but  which  made 
her  feverely  feel  all  the  mileries  of 
dependence.  Her  beauty  attracted 
a  multitude  of  admirers,  many  of 
whom,  prefuming-  on  her  poverty, 
treated  her  with  a  licentious  levity, 
which  always  wounded  her  inge¬ 
nuous  pride.  Her  perfon,  her 
mind,  her  manners,  were  univcr- 
fally  commended  by  the  men  ;  but 
no  one  thought  of  making  her  his 
wife.  u  Amelia,  they  cried,  is 
an  enchanting  creature  ;  but  who, 
in  thefe  times,  can  afford  to  marry 
a  pretty,  proud  girl,  fupported  by 
charity  ?”  Though  this  pruden¬ 
tial  queftion  was  never  utteVed  in 
the  prefence  of  Amelia,  file  began 
to  perceive  its  influence,  and  luf- 
fered  the  painful  dread  of  proving  a 
perpetual  burden  to  thofe  friends, 
by  whofe  generality  fhe  fubliffed  : 
Hie  wifhed  a  thou  land  times  that 
her  affectionate  aunt,  inftead  of 
cultivating  her  mind  with  fuch  dan¬ 
gerous  refinement,  had  placed  her 
in  any  ffation  of  life  where  Hie 
might  have  maintained  herfelf  by 
her  own  manual  labour :  fhe  fome- 
times  entertained  a  project  of  mak¬ 
ing  fomc  attempt  for  this  purpofe  j 
and  flie  once  thought  of  changing 
her  name,  and  of  trying  to  fupport 
herfelf  as  an  aCtrefs  on  one  of  the 
public  theatres ;  but  this  idea, 
which  her  honeff  pride  had  fug- 
geffed,  was  effectually  fupprefled 
by  her  modefty  ;  and  llie  continued 
to  wafte  the  moft  precious  time,  of 
her  youth,  under  the  mortification 
of  perpetually  wifhing  to  change 
her  mode  of  life,  and  of  not  know¬ 
ing  how  to  jeffeCt  it.  Almoft  two 
years  had  now  e  lap  fed  fince  the 
death  of  her  aunt ;  and,  without 
any  profpeCt  of  marriage,  lhe  was 
in  her  fecond  period  of  relidence 
with  Mrs.  Wormwood.  Amelia’s 
upderffanding  was  by  no  means 
inferior  to  her  other  endowments . 


Hie  began  to  penetrate  all  the  artful 
difguife,  and  to  gain  a  perfeCt  and 
very  painful  infight  into  the  real 
character  of  her  prelent  hoftefs. 
Tnj#  lady  had  remarked,  thm  when 
Miff  Nevii  refided  with  her,  her 
houfe  was  much  more  frequented 
by  gentlemen  than  at  any  other 
leafon*  This  indeed  was  true ; 
and  it  unluckily  happened  that 
thefe  vifitors  often  forgot  to  ap¬ 
plaud  the  fmart  layings  of  Mrs. 
Wormwood,  in  contemplating  the 
fvveet  countenance  of  Amelia;  a 
circumtlance  full  fufficient  to  awak¬ 
en,  in  the  negleCted  wit,  the  moft 
bitter  envy,  hatred,  and  malice. 
In  truth,  Mrs.  Wormwood  detailed 
her  lovely  guelt  with  the  moll  im¬ 
placable  virulence  ;  but  fhe  had 
the  lingular  art  of  difguifing  her 
deteffation  in  the  language  of  flat¬ 
tery  :  Hie  underffood  the  truth  of 
Pope’s  maxim, 

“  He  hurts  me  moll  who  lavifhly  com¬ 
mends 

and  fire  therefore  made  ufe  of  lavifii 
commendation  as  an  inilrument  of 
malevolence  towards  Amelia ;  file 
infulted  the  talle,  and  ridiculed  the 
choice,  of  every  new-married  man, 
and  declared  herfelf  convinced, 
that  he  was  a  fool,  becaufe  he  had 
not  not  chofen  that  moll  lovely 

J 

young  woman.  To  more  than  one 
gentleman  Hie  faid,  you  muff  marry 
Amelia  ;  and,  as  few  men  chufe  to 
be  driven  into  wedlock,  fome  of¬ 
fers  were  pofiib.ly  prevented  by  the 
treacherous  vehemence  of  herpraife. 
Her  malice,  however,  was  not  fuf- 
ficiently  gratified  by  obferving  that 
Amelia  had  no  profpeCt  of  mar¬ 
riage.  To  indulge  her  malignity. 
Hie  refolved  to  am  ufe  this  unhappy 
girl  with  the  hopes  of  fuch  a  joyous 
event,  and  then  to  turn,  on  a  hid¬ 
den,  all  thele  fplendid  hopes  into 
mockery  and  delufion.  Accident 
led  her  to  pitch  on  Mr.  Nelfon,  as 

a  per- 


2 


STORY  OF  AMELIA  NEVIL  [225] 


a  perfon  whole  name  Die  might  with 
the  greated  fafety  employ  as  the 
mdrument  of  her  iniidious  defign, 
and  with  the  greater  chance  of  lue- 
cefs,  as  hie  oblervcd  that  Amelia 
had  conceived  for  him  a  particular 
regard.  Mr.  Neifon  was  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  who,  having  met  with 
very  lingular  events,  had  contract¬ 
ed  a  great  but  very  amiable  Angu¬ 
larity  of  character.  He  was  placed, 
early  in  life,  in  a  very  lucrative 
commercial  fituation,  and  was  on 
the  point  of  fettling  happily  in 
marriage  with  a  very  beautiful 
young  lady,  when  the  houfe  in 
which  (he  redded  was  con  fumed  by 
fire.  Great  part  of  her  family, 
and  among  them  the  dedined  bride, 

O  ^  ' 

was  buried  in  the  ruins.  Mr.  Nei¬ 
fon,  in  loiing  the  object  of  his  ar¬ 
dent  affection  by  fo  fudden  a  cala¬ 
mity,  loll  for  fame  time  the  uie  of 
his  reafan  ;  and  when  his  health 
and  fenfes  returned,  he  fill  conti¬ 
nued  under  the  opprefiion  of  the 
profoimded  melancholy,  till  his 
fond  devotion  to  the  memory  of 
her,  whom- he  had  lod  in  fo  fevere 
a  manner,  fuggeded  to  his  fancy  a 
lingular  plan  of  benevolence,  in 
the  p'rofecutiori  of  which  he  reco¬ 
vered  a  great  portion  of  his  former 
fpirits.  This  plan  confided  in 
fearching  for  female  objects  of  cha¬ 
rity,  whole  didreffes  had  been  oc- 
eafioned  by  fire.  As  his  fortune 
was  very-ample,  and  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  ex  peaces  very  moderate,  he 

was  able  to  relieve  many  unfortu- 

«/ 

nate  perfon  s’  In  this  condition  ;  and 
his  affectionate  imagination  delight¬ 
ed  itfelf  with  the  idea,  that  in  thefe 
■uncommon  acts  of  beneficence  he 
was  guided  by  the  influence  of  that 
lovely  angel,  whofe  mortal  beauty 
had  peiifiied  in  the  flames.  Mr. 
Neifon  frequently  viflted  a  married 
fiber,  who  was  fettled  in  the  town 
where  Mrs.  Wormwood  redded. 

17B5. 


There  was  alfo,  in  the  fame  town* 
an  amiable  elderly  widow,  for 
whom  he  had  a  particular  efleem. 
This  lady,  whole  name  was  Mel- 
ford,  had  been  left  in  very  fcanty 
circumftances  on  the  death  of  hey 
hufband,  and,  redding  at  that  time 
in  London,  file  had  been  involved 
in  additional  dill  refs  by  that.cala- 
mity  to  which  the  attentive  charity 
of  Mr.  Neifon  was  for  ever  d  ire  bl¬ 
ed  :  he  more  than  repaired  the  lofs 
which  file  futlained  by  fire,  and 
abided  in  fettling  her  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  his  filler.  Mrs.  Mel- 
ford  had  been  intimate  with  the 
aunt  of  Amelia,  and  was  flill  the 
moil  valuable  friend  of  that  lovely 
orphan,  who  paid  her  frequent  vj- 
fits,  though  (he  never  redded  under 
her  roof.  Mr.  Neifon  had  often 
feen  Amelia  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs. 
Melford,  which  led  him  to  treat  her 
with  particular  politenefs  whenever 
he  vilited  Mrs.  Wormwood ;  a  cir- 
curnflance  on  which  the  latter 
founded  her  ungenerous  project. 
She  perfectly  knew  all  the  lingular 
private  hi  dory  of  Mr.  Neifon,  and 
firmly  believed,  like  all  the  red  o£ 
his  acquaintance,  that  no  attrac¬ 
tions  could  ever  tempt  him  to  mar¬ 
ry  phut  file  thought  it  poffible  to 
make  Amelia  conceive  the  hope 
that  her  beauty  had  melted  his  re- 
folution ;  and  nothing,  fhe  fup- 
pofed,  could  more  cfleftually  mor¬ 
tify  her  gue.lt  than  to  find  herfelf 
derided  for  fo  vain  an  expeblation. 

44  Mrs.  Wormwood  began,  there¬ 
fore,  to  infinuafe,  in  the  mod  art¬ 
ful  manner,  that,  Mr.  Neifon  was 
very  particular  in  his  civilities  to 
Amelia  ;  magnified  all  his  amiable 
qualifies,  and  exprefled  the  greatefl 
pleafure  in  the  profpWt  of  fo  de¬ 
lightful  a  match,  Thefe  petty  ar¬ 
tifices,  however,  had  no  effeCl  on 
the  natural  modetty  and  diffidence 
of  Amelia.  She  faw  nothing  that 
F  autho- 

•4 


[xj6]  STORY  Q-f  AMELIA  NEVIL, 


iurhorifed  fuch  an  idea  in  the  ufual 
poiitenefs  of  a  weil-bred  man  of 
thirty  feven  ;  (lie  pitied  the  misfor¬ 
tune,  (he  admired  the  elegant  and 
engaging,  though  ferions  manners, 
and  (he  revered  the  virtues,  of  Mr. 
Nellony  but,  fuppofing  his  mind  to 
be  entirely  engrofted,  as  it  ready  was, 
by  his  lingular  charitable  purfuits, 
fhe  entertained  not  a  thought  of  en¬ 
gaging  his  affedtion.  Mrs.  Worm- 
wood  was  determined  to  play  oft 
her  favourite  engine  of  malignity, 
a  counterfeited  letter.  She  had  ac¬ 
quired,  in  her  youth,  the  very 
dangerous  talent  of  forging  any 
hand  that  fhe  pieafed  ;  and  her  pal- 
fion  for  miichief  had  afforded  her 
much  practice  in  this  treacherous 
art.  Having  previoufly,  and  fe- 
cretlv,  engaged  Mr.  Neifon  to  drink 
tea  with  her,  fhe  wrote  a  billet  to 
Amelia,  in  the  name  of  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  with  the  mofl  perfect 
imitation  of  his  hand.  The  billet 
faid,  that  he  defigned  himfelf  the 
pleafure  of  palling  that  afternoon 
at  the  ho ufe  of  Mrs.  Wormwood, 
and  requeued  the  favour  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  conference  with  Mifs  Nevil  in 
the  courfe  of  the  evening,  inti¬ 
mating,  in  the  moil:  delicate  and 
doubtful  terms,  an  ardent  defire  of 
becoming  herhufband.  Mrs.  Worm¬ 
wood  contrived  that  Amelia  fhould 
not  receive  this  billet  till  juft  before 
dinner  time,  that  file  might  not 
(hew  it  to  her  friend  aud  confidant, 
Mrs.  Melford,  and,  by  her  means, 
detetft  its  fallacy  before  the  hour  of 
her  intended  humiliation  arrived. 

“  Amelia  blufhed  in  reading  the 
note,  and,  in  the  firft  furprile  of 
linfufpeffting  innocence,  gave  it  to 
the  vigilant  Mrs.  Wormwood,  who 
burft  into  vehement  expreftions  of 
delight,  congratulated  her  blufhing 
gueift  on  the  full  fuccefs-  of  her 
charms,  and  triumphed  in  her  own 
prophetic  difeernment.  They  fat 


down  to  dinner,  but  poor  Amelia 
could  h  irdlv  fwallow  a  morfef; 
her  mind  was  in  a  tumultuous  agi¬ 
tation  of  pleafure  and  amazement. 
The  malicious  impoftor,  enjoying 
her  confulion,  allowed  her  no  time 
to  compofe  her  hurried  ipirits  in 
the  folitude  of  her  chamber.  Some 
female  vifitors  arrived  to  tea  ;  and, 
at  length,  Mr.  Nelion  entered  the 
room.  Amelia  trembled  andblufh- 
ed  as  he  approached  her ;  but  fhe 
was  a  little  relieved  from  her  em- 
barraflinent  by  the  bulinefs  of  the 
tea-table,  over  which  fhe  prefided. 
Amelia  was  naturally  graceful  in 
every  thing  fhe  did,  but  the  prefens; 
agitation  of  her  mind  gave  a  tem¬ 
porary  aukwardnefs  to  all  her  mo¬ 
tions  :  (lie  committed  many  little 
blunders  in  the  management  of  the 
tea-table ;  a  cup  fell  from  her 
trembling  hand,  and  was  broken ; 
but  the  politenefs  of  Mr.  Neifon 
led  him  to  fay  fo  many  kind  and 
graceful  things  to  her  on  thefe  petty 
incidents,  that,  inftead  of  increas¬ 
ing  her  diflrels,  they  produced  an 
oppolite  cffedl,  and  the  tumult  of 
her  bofom  gradually  fubfided  into 
a  calm  and  compofed  delight.  She 
ventured  to  meet  the  eyes  of  Mr. 
Neifon,  and  thought  them  expref- 
five  of  that  tendernefs  which  pro- 
mifed  a  happy  end  to  all  her  mis¬ 
fortunes.  At  the  idea  of  exchang¬ 
ing  mifery  and  dependence  for  com¬ 
fort  and  honour,  as  the  wife  of 
amiable  a  man,  her  heart  expanded 
with  the  moll  innocent  and  grate¬ 
ful  joy.  This  appeared  in  her 
countenance,  and  gave  fuch  an  ex- 
quifite  radiance  to  all  her  features, 
that  flic  looked  a  thoufand  times 
more  beautiful  than  ever.  Mrs, 
AVormwood  faw  this  improvement 
of  her  charms,  and,  lickening  at 
the  fight,  determined  to  reduce  the 
fplendor  of  fuch  infufferable  beau¬ 
ty,  and  haftily  terminate  the  tri¬ 
umph 
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ttmph  of  her  deluded  guefi.  She 
began  with  a  few  malicious  and  far- 
eafiie  remarks  on  the  vanity  of 
beautiful  young  women,  and  the 
hopes  which  they  frequently  en¬ 
tertain  of  an  imaginary  lover; 
but,  finding  thefe  remarks  produc¬ 
ed  not  the  effect  flie  intended,  ftie 
took  an  opportunity  of  whifpering 
in  the  ear  of  Amelia,  and  begged 
her  not  to  harbour  any  vain  ex- 
peoarions,  for  the  billet  file  had 
received  was  a  counterfeit,  and  a 
mere  piece  of  plcafantry.  Amelia 
fliuddered,  and  turned  pale :  fur- 
prife,  difappointment,  and  indigna¬ 
tion,  confpired  to  overwhelm  her. 
She  exerted  her  utmoft  power  to 
conceal  her  emotions  ;  but  the  con¬ 
flict  in  her  bofom  was  too  violent  to 
be  difguifed.  The  tears,  which  file 
vainly  endeavoured  to  fupprefs, 
burfi  forth,  and  file  was  obliged  to 
quit  the  room  in  very  viiible  dis¬ 
order.  Mr.  Nelfon  exprefied  his 
concern  ;  but  he  was  checked  in 
his  benevolent  enquiries  by  the  cau¬ 
tion  of  Mrs.  Wormwood,  who  faid, 
on  the  occalion,  that  Mil's  Nevil 
was  a  very  amiable  girl,  but  file 
had  feme  peculiarities  of  temper, 
and  was  apt  to  put  a  wrong  con- 
ftruiffion  on  the  innocent  plcafantry 
of  her  friends.  Mr.  Nellon  ob- 
lerving  that  Amelia  did  not  return, 
and  hoping  that  his  departure  might 
contribute  to  reftore  the  interrupted 
harmony  of  the  houfe,  took  an 
early  leave  of  Mrs.  WTormwood, 
who  immediately  flew  to  the  cham¬ 
ber  of  Amelia,  to  exult,  like  a 
fiend,  over  that  lovely  victim  of 
her  fuccefsful  malignity.  She  round 
not  the  perfon  whom  (lie  was  lb 
eas;ef  to  infult.  Amelia  had  indeed 
retired  to  her  chamber,  and  palled 
there  a  very  miferable  half  hour, 
much  hurt  by  the  treacherous  cru¬ 
elty  of  Mrs.  Wormwood,  and  Hill 
more  wounded  by  refledtiofts  on  her 


own  credulity,  which  fine  con¬ 
demned  with  that  excels  of  fCverity 
fio  natural  to  a  delicate  rmiid  in  ar¬ 
raigning  itfelf.  She  would  have 
flown  for  immediate  confblation  to 
her  friend,  Mrs,.  Melf  >rd,  but  file 
had  reafon  to  believe  that  lady  en¬ 
gaged  on  a  vifit,  and  file  therefore 
relol  vCd  to  take  a  folitary  walk  for 
the  purpore  of  composing  her  fpl- 
rits  :  but  neither  folitucle  norexer- 
cife  could  reftore  her  tranquillity  ; 
and,  as  it  grew  late  in  the  evening* 
file  haftened  to  Mrs.  Melford’s*  in 
hopes  of  now  finding  her  returned. 
Her  worthy  old  confidant  was  in¬ 
deed  in  her  little  parlour  alone* 
when  Amelia  entered  the  room. 
The  eyes  of  this  lovely  girl  im¬ 
mediately  betrayed  her  dill  refs  ; 
and  the  old  lady,  with  her  ufual 
tendernels,  exclaimed,  4C  Good  hea¬ 
ven  !  my  dear  child,  for  what  have 
you  been  crying?”  u  Becaufe, 
replied  Amelia,  in  a  broken  voice, 
and  burfting  into  a  frefli  fiiower  of 
tears,  becaufe  I  am  a  fooh”  Mrs. 
Mrlford  began  to  be  moll  feriouily 
alarmed,  and,  exp  re  (ling  her  ma¬ 
ternal  lblicitude  in  the  kin  dell  man¬ 
ner,  Amelia  produced  the  fatal  pa¬ 
per — ■“  There,  fays  Hie,  is  a  letter 
in  the  name  of  your  excellent 
friend,  Mr.  Nfelfon  ;  it  is  a  forgery 
of  Mrs.  Wormwood’s,  and  I  have 
been  luch  an  ideot  as  to  believe  it 
real.”  The  affectionate  Mrs.  Mel- 
ford,  who,  in  her  firlt  alarm,  had 
apprehended  a  much  heavier  cala¬ 
mity,  was  herfelf  greatly  comfort¬ 
ed  in  difeovering  the  truth,  and 
laid  many  kind  things  to  confole 
her  young  friend.  “■  Do  not  fan¬ 
cy,  replied  Amelia,  that  I  ani  fool- 
i filly  ‘  in  love  with  Mr,  Nelfon, 
though  I  think  him  the  moll;  pleat¬ 
ing  as  well  as  the  moll  excellent  of 
men;  and  though  1  confefsto  you, 
that  I  fiiould  certainly  think  it  p 
biefibd  lot  to  find  a  refuge  from  the 
P  2  mifery 
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mifery  of  my  prefent  dependence, 
in  the  arms  of  i'o  benevolent  and  fo 
generous  a  protector. ”  “  Thofe 

arms  are  now  open  to  receive  you, 
laid  a  vojce  that  was  heard  before 
the  fpeaker  appeared.  Amelia ftarted 
at  the  found,  and  her  furprife  was 
not  a  little  increafcd  in  feeing'  Mr. 

•  Nelfon  him  fell,  who,  entering  the 
room  from  an  adjoining  apartment, 

■  embraced  the  lovely  orphan  in  a 
tranfport  of  tenderaefs  and  delight. 
Amelia,  alive  to  all  the  feelings  of 
genuine  modefty,  was  for  fome  mi¬ 
nutes  more  painfully  diftrefled  by 
tlv.s  furprife,  than  Hie  had  been  by 
per  pall  mortification  :  die  was  ready 
'to  link  into  the  earth  at  the  idea  of 
having  betrayed  her  iecret  to  the 
man  from  whom  die  would  have 
laboured  molt  to  conceal  it.  In 
the  fird  tumult  of  this  delicate  eon- 


,  fulion,  die  tin  ns 
hides  her  face  in  her  handkerchief. 


h  vs  Lr  ( 


into  a  chair,  and 


Nelfon,  with  a  mixture  of  reipect 
and  love,  being  afraid  of  increai- 
i  ing  her  diftrefs,  feizes  one  of  her 
■  hands,  and  continues  to  kifs  it 
without  uttering  a  word.  The 


eood  Mrs.  Melford,  almott  as  much 
.  aftonidied,  but  lets  painfully  con- 
fufed  than  Amelia,  beholds  this  un- 


,  expected  fcene  with  that  kind  of 
joy  which  is  much  more  difpofed 
,  to  weep  than  to  fpcak : — and, 
while  this  little  party  is  thus  ab~ 
forked  in  iilence,  let  mm  haften  to 
relate  the  incidents  which  produced 
their  intuition. 

*<  Mr.  Nelfon  had  obferved  the 
farcaliic  manner  of  Mrs,  Wonn- 

*  wood  towards  Amelia,  and,  as  icon 
as  he  had  ended  his  uncomfortable 

;  vidt,  he  battened  to  the  worthy 
Mrs.  Melford,  to  give  her  fome 
little  account  of  what  had  paffe'd, 

•  and  to  concert  with  her  fome  hap¬ 
pier  plan  for  the  fupport  of  this 
amiable  infulted  orphan.  44  I  a  in 
acquainted  laid  be,  with  fome 


brave  and  wealthy  officers,  who 
have  ferved  with  the  father  of  Mils 
Nevil,  and  often  fpeak  of  him  with 
refpedt ;  I  am  fure  I  can  raife  a- 
mong  them  a  fubfeription  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  tender  unfor¬ 
tunate  girl  :  we  will  procure  for 
her  an  annuity,  that  fhall  enable 
her  to  elcape  from  fuch  malignant 
patronage,  to  have  a  little  home  of 
her  own,  and  to  fupport  a  fervant.” 
Mrs.  Melford  was  tranfported  at 
this  idea ;  and,  recollecting  all  her 
own  obligations  to  this  benevolent 
man,  wept,  and  extolled  his  gene- 
rofltv  ;  and,  fuddenlv  feeing  Ame- 
lia  at  fome  diflance,  through  a 
bow  window,  which  commanded  the 
ftveet  in  which  file  lived,  46  Thank 
Heaven,  file  cried,  here  comes  mv 
poor  child,  to  hear  and  biels  you 
for  the  extent  of  your  goodnefs.” 
Nelfon,  who  delighted  mo  ft  in 
.  doing  good  by  Health,  immediately 
extorted  from  the  good  old  lady  a 

^  ...  O  J 

prornife  of  fecre.ly  :  it  was  the  belt 
part  of  his  plan,  that  Amelia  thou  Id 
never  know  the  perfons  to  whom 
(he  was  to  owe  her  independence. 
6i  I  am  lfill  afraid  of  you,  my 
worthy  old  friend,  laid  Nelfon  ; 
your  countenance  or  manner  will, 
I  know,  betray  me,  if  Mils  Nevil 
fees  me  here  to-night.” — u  Well, 
laid  the  delighted  old  lady,  I  will 
humour  your  delicacy ;  Amelia 
will  probably  not  flay  with  me  ten 
minutes ;  you  may  am ufe  yourfeif, 
for  that  time,  in  my  ipacious  gar¬ 
den  :  1  will  not  fay  you  -are  here  * 
and,  as  foon  as  the  good  girl  re¬ 
turns  home,  I  will  come  and  im¬ 
part  to  you  the  particulars  of  her 

recent  vexation.” — u  Admirably 

«/ 

fettled,”  cried  Nelfon  ;  and  lie  im¬ 
mediately  retreated  into  a  little  back 
room,  which  led  through  a  glals 
door  into  a  long  flip  of  ground, 
embellilhed  with  the  lweeteft  and, 
lea  ft  expend ve  flowers,  which  af¬ 
forded 
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forded  a  favourite  occupation  and 
amufement  to  Mrs.  Melford.  Nei- 
fon,  after  taking  a  few  turns  in  this 
diminutive  garden,  finding  himfelf 
rather  chilled  bv  the  air  ot  the 
evening,  retreated  again  into  the 

O'  o  *  % 

little  room  he  had  palfed,  intending 
to  wait  there  till  Amelia  departed  ; 
but  the  partition  between  the  par¬ 
lours  being  extremely  flight,  he 
overheard  the  tender  confelfion  of 
Amelia,  and  was  hurried  towards 
her  by  an  irreftftible  impulfe,  in 
the  manner  already  delcribed. 

44  Mrs.  Melford  was  the  firft  who 
recovered  from  the  kind  of  trance, 
into  which  our  little  party  had 
been  thrown  by  their  general  fur- 
prife  ;  and  fne  enabled  the  tender 
pair,  in  the  profpedt  of  whole  uni¬ 
on  her  warm  heart  exulted,  tb  re¬ 
gain  that  ealy  and  joyous  poffeffion 
of  their  faculties,  which  they  loft 
for  fome  little  time  in  their  mutual 
embarraffment.  The  applaufe  of 
her  friend,  and  the  adoration  of  her 
lover,  foon  taught  the  diffident 
Amelia  to  think  lefs  feverely  of 
herfelf.  The  warm -heated  Mrs. 
Melford  declared,  that  thefe  occur¬ 
rences  were  the  work  of  heaven. 
44  That,  replied  the  affectionate 
Nelfon,  I  am  moft  willing  to  al¬ 
low  ;  but  you  mu  ft  grant,  that 
heaven  has  produced  our  prefen- 1 
happinefs  by  the  blind  agency  of  a 
fiend  ;  and,  as  our  dear  Amelia  has 
too  gentle  a  lpirit  to  rejoice  in  be¬ 
holding  the  malignity  of  a  devil 
converted  into  the  torment  of  its 
polTeftbr,  I  mull:  beg  that  file  may 
not  return,  even  for  a  fingle  night, 
to  the  houfe  of  Mrs,  Wormwood.” 


*  / 


Amelia  pleaded  her  fenfe  of  paft 
obligations,  and  wifhed  to  take  a 
peaceful  leave  of  her  patronefs  ; 
but  the  fubmitted  to  the  urgent  en- 
treaties  of  Nelfon,  and  remained 
for  a  few  weeks  under  the  roof  ot 
Mrs.  Melford,  when  the  was  unit¬ 
ed  at  the  altar  to  the  man  of  her 
heart.  Nelfon  had  the  double  de¬ 
light  of  rewarding  the  affection  of 
an  angel,  and  of  punifliing  the 
malevolence  of  a  fiend  ;  he  an¬ 
nounced  in  perfon  to  Mrs.  Worm¬ 
wood  his  intended  marriage  with 
Amelia,  on  the  very  night  when 
that  treacherous  old  maid  had  amuf- 
ed  herfelf  with  the  hope  of  derid¬ 
ing  her  g u eft  ;  whofe  return  file 
was  eagerly  expecting,  in  the  mo¬ 
ment  Nelfon  arrived  to  fay,  that 
Amelia  would  return  no  more. 

44  The  furprife  and  mortification, 
of  Mrs.  Wormwood  arofe  almoftto 
frenzy :  file  racked  her  malicious 
and  inventive  brain  for  expedients; 
to  defeat  the  match,  and  circulated 
a  report  for  that  purpofe,  which 
decency  will  not  allow  me  to  ex¬ 
plain.  Her  artifice  was  detected 
and  defpiled.  Amelia  was  not  only 
married,  but  the  moft  admired,  the 
moft  beloved,  and  the  happieft  of 
human  beings  ;  an  event  which 
preyed  fo  inceffantly  on  the  fpiric 
of  Mrs.  Wormwood,  that  {he  fell 
into  a  rapid  decline,  and  ended,  in 
a  few  months,  her  mifchievous  and 
unhappy  life,  a  memorable  ex¬ 
ample,  that  the  moft  artful  ma¬ 
lignity  may  fometimes  procure  for 
the  object  of  its  envy  that  very 
happinefs  which  it  labours  to  pre¬ 
vent  !” 
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HISTORY  OF  MELETINA, 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


“  /f  BLETINA  is  the  accoro- 
_VI  piihied  daughter  of  opu¬ 
lent  parents.  Her  mother  died 
when  die  was  very  young  j  her  fa¬ 
ther,  a  man  of  a  feeling  and  liberal 
mind,  devoted  himfelf  entirely  to 
the  education .  of  his  two  lovely 
children,  Melctina  and  her  brother, 
who,  being  nearly  of  an  age,  and 
cfpAal  in  all  the  bell  gifts  of  nature, 
grew  up  together  in  the  tendered 
affedtiqn.  It  happened  that  Mele¬ 
tina,  now  turned  of  twenty,  was 
on  a  did  ant  viiit,  at  the  houle  of  a 
female  relation,  when  die  heard 
that  her  father,  whom  die  loved 
mod  tenderly,  was  attacked  by  a 
very  dangerous  diforder.  The  poor 
girl  hallened  home  in  the  mod  pain¬ 
ful  anxiety,  which  was  converted 
into  the  bittereft  didivis,  by  her 
finding,  on  her  return,  that  her 
father  was  de  d,  and  her  brother 
confined  by  the  malignant  di (tem¬ 
per,  which  he  had  caught  in  his 
mceflant  attendant  e  on  the  parent 
they  had  I  d.  The  utmod  efforts 
were  ufed  to  keep  Meletina  from 
the  chamber  of  her  brother  ;  but 
po  entreaties  could  prevail  on  her 
to  defert  the  only  furviving  objedl 
of  her  ardent  affe&ion,  and,  de- 
fpifing  the  idea  of  her  own  dan¬ 
ger,  fhe  attended  the  unhappy 
youth,  v{ho  was  now  delirious, 
tyith  fuch  tender  adiduity,  that  die 
would  riot  permit  him  to  receive 
either  nour.ifhment  or  medicine 
from  any  hand  but  her  own.  The 
purity  of  her  conl  itution,  or  the 
immediate  care  of  Providence,  pre- 
ferved  the  renerous  Melctina  from 
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infection,  and  heaven  granted  to 
her  earned  prayers  the  endangered 


life  of  her  brother ;  but  his  reco¬ 
very  feemed  to  be  rather  deligned 
as  a  trial  of  her  fortitude  than  as  a 
reward  of  her  tendernefs  .  his  bo¬ 
dily  health  was  redored  to  him, 
but  his  mental  faculties  were  de- 
drqyed,  The  unhappy  Meletina, 
in  the  place  of  a  lively  young 
friend,  and  a  generous  prete  or, 
found  only  a  poor  babbling  idiot, - 
whofe  iituation  appeared  to,  her  the 
more  deplorable,  becaufe,  though 
he  had  utterly  lod  a  folid  and  a 
brilliant  underdandinw,  he  femied 
to  retain  all  his  benevolent  aff  c- 
tions.  By  owe  peculiarity  which 
attended  him,  (lie  was  lingularly 
a, ffedfed  ;  and  perhaps  it  made  hef 
refolve  on  the  extraordinary  facri- 
fice  which  fhe  has  offered  to  his  ca¬ 
lamity.  The  peculiarity  I  fpeak 
of  was  this  :  h;  not  only  difeover- 
ed  great  latisfadtion  in  the  fight  of 
his  fiber,  though  utterly  unable  to 
maintain  a  rational  converfation 
with  her;  but  if  fhe  left  him  for 
any  confide  cable  fm'e,  he  bey  an 
to  exprefs,  by  many  wild  gedures, 
extreme  agitation  and  anxiety,  and 
could  never  be  prevailed  on  ro 
touch  any  food,  except  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Mele  ina.  Many  experi¬ 
ments  were  tried  to  quiet  his  appre- 
henfions  on  this  point,  and  to  re¬ 
lieve  his  d:  er  from  fo  inconvenient 
and  fo  painful  an  attendance.  Thefe 
experiments  did  not  fucceed  ;  but 
two  medical  friends  of  Meletina, 
who  took  a  generous  intered  in  her 
health  and  happinefs,  engaged  to, 
correH  this  peculiarity  in  her  poor 
fenfelefs  brother,  and  convinced 
her,  that  for  his  fake,  as  well  as 
her  own,  die  ought  to  acquiefce  in 
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fome  painful  expedients  for  this 
purpofe.  Her  underltanding  was 
indeed  convinced  by  their  humane 
and  judicious  arguments,  but  her 
heart  loon  revolted  again  ft  .them  ; 
and,  alter  two  or  three  fevere  but 
imfuccefsful  attempts  to  correct  the 
obftmate  habit  of  the  affectionate 
idiot,  ilie  determined  to  irritate  him 
no  farther,  but  to  make  an  entire 
facrifice  of  her  own  convenience 
and  pleafure  to  the  tranquillity  of 
this  unfortunate  being.  She  felt  a 
tender  and  melancholy  delight  in 
promoting  his  peace  and  comfort; 
but  the  time  now  arrived,  in  which 
.the  force  and  purity  of  her  fifterly 
attachment  was  expofed  to  a  trial 
perhaps  as  fevere  as  ever  woman 
fuftained.  A  year  and  fome  months 
had  now  eiapfed  fince  the  deceafe 
of  her  father,  when  a  young  ioldier 
of  family  and  fortune,  who  had 
made  a  deep  impreffion.  on  her 
youthful  heart,  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land  from  a  diftant  campaign.  He 
was  juft  recovered  of  a  wound, 
which  had  detained  him  abroad, 
and  returned  home  in  the  ardent 
hope  of  being  completely  rewarded 
for  all  his  toils  and  fuffe  rings,  by 
the  poft’effion  of  his  lovely  Mele- 
tina.  She  received  him  with  all 
the  franknefs  and  warmth  of  a  fin- 
cere  and  virtuous  affection  ;  but, 
after  they  had  given  to  each  other 
a  long  and  circumftantial  account 
of  -their  paft  dill  relies,  ihe  anfwered 
his  eager  propoial  of  immediate 
marriage  by  declaring,  that  fhe 
thought  it  her  duty  to  renounce  her 
fair  profpebt  of  connubial  happi- 
nefs,  and  to  devote  herfelf  entirely 
to  that  unfortunate  brother.,  who 
exifted  onlv  bv  her  inceffant  atten- 
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tion  :  file  enumerated  the  many 
r-eafons  that  inclined  her  to  luch  a 
painful  facrifice,  with  all  the  limple 
and  pathetic  eloquence  of  angelic 
wtue.  Her  lover,  who  poilefted 
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that  melting  tendernefs  of  heart, 
which  often  accompanies  heroic 
courage,  liftened  to  all  her  argu¬ 
ments  with  a  filent  though  pailion- 
ate  admiration,  and,  inflead  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  detach  her  thoughts 
from  the  deplorable  condition  of 
her  brother,  he  offered  to  relinquifli 
his.  own  active  purlliits,  to  engage 
with  her  m  any  plan  of  fequeftered 
life,  and  to  take  an  equal  part  in 
the  luperintendance  of  that  haplels 
being,  who  had  fo  juft  a  title  to 
their  compalTion  and  their  care. 
This  generous  offer  overwhelmed 
the  tender  Meletina.  For  fome 
time  ihe  could  anfwer  it  only  by 
weeping;  but  they  were  tears  of 
mingled  agony  and  delight.  At 
laft  die  replied,  u  My  excellent 
friend,  I  fhall  now,  and  at  all 
times,  have  the  franknefs  to  avow, . 
that  you  are  extremely  dear  to  me, 
and  that  I  feel,  as  I  ought  to  do, 
the  uncommon  proof  which  you, 
are  now  giving  me  of  the  pureft 
affection  ;  but  I  muft  not  fuffer  the 
kindnefs  and  gene  roll  ty  of  your 
heart  to  injure  yo  ir  happinefs  and 
glory.  I  muft  not  be  your  wife* 
The  peculiarity  of  my  iituation 
calls  for  fo  painful  a  facrifice  ;  but 
great  facriftt*es  have  gre.it  rewards ; 

1  feel  that  I  fhall  be  fupported  by 
the  noble  pride,  not  only  ®f  dif- 
charging  mv  duty,  but  of  preferv- 
ing  your  tender  efteem,  which  T 
fliould  certainly  deferve  to  forfeit, 
as  well  as  my  own,  if  I  did  not  re- 
folutely  decline  vour  too  generous, 
propoial. **  The  affectionate  young 
foldier  endeavoured  to  fhake  her 
refolution,  by  every  argument  'hat 
the  truth  and  ardour  of  his  paEon 
could  pollibly  fugged.  Meletina 
was  indexible  ;  and  the  utmo'r  that 
her  lover  could  obtain,  was  a  pro«t 
mife,  that  if,  by  attention  and 
time,  file  fuccecded  in  her  hope  of 
rc  flu  ring  the  intellects  of  her  bro- 
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ther,  flie  would  complete  the  fcene 
of  general  happinefs,  which  that 
joyful  event  would  occafion,  by 
the  immediate  acceptance  of  that 
hand,  which  fhe  now  rejected  only 
from  the  juft  fcruples  of  genuine 
affedtion.  Having  thus  fettled  their 
very  delicate  conteft,  they  parted. 
The  fohlier  rejoined  his  regiment ; 
but,  in  fpite  of  military  aiffipation, 
continued  for  a  long  time  to  write 
very  tender  letters  to  the  generous 
Meletina.  At  laid,  however,  whe¬ 
ther  his  pa  if  on  was  diminiflied  by 
its  delpair  of  being  gratified,  or 
whether  the  purity  of  a  cbafte  at¬ 
tachment  is  incompatible  with  a 
martial  life,  while  he  was  engaged 
in  dangerous  and  di fight  fervice,  he 
was  deeply  involved  in  a  very  per¬ 
plexing  illicit  intrigue,  which  would 
probably  have  given  him  many 
years  of  difquietude,  had  not  the 
chance  of  war  put  an  early  period 
to  his  life :  a  mufket-ball  pafled 
through  his  body  ;  but  he  lived 
long  enough  to  Write  an  affectionate 
parting  letter  to  Meletina,  in  which 
he  confefled  his  frailties,  extolled 
her  angelic  purity  of  heart,  and  en¬ 
treated  her  to  do,  what  he  folemnly 
allured  her  he  did  himfelf,  confider 
both  the  time  and  the  manner  of 
his  death,  not  as  a  misfortune,  but 
a  bleffing,  Meletina  lamented  him 
when  dead,  as  file  had  loved  him 
living,  with  the  moil  faithful  ten- 
dernefs  ;  flie  mourned  for  him  as 
for  a  hufband  ;  and,  though  many 
years  have  elapfed  fince  his  de- 
ceafe,  a  grey  Elk  is  to  this  day  her 


conffant  apparel.  Nor  is  there  any 
often tation  in  this  peculiarity  of  her 
drefs  ;  for  her  attendance  on  her 
brother  is  fill  fo  uniform,  that  flie 
never  appears  in  public,  and  indeed 
is  never  abfent  from  her  own  houfe 
more  than  two  or  three  hours  at  a 
time.  From  habit,  and  the  affec¬ 
tionate  call  of  her  temper,  flie  takes 
a  plealure  in  the  petty  child i (h 
plays  by  which  her  haplefs  compa¬ 
nion  is  amufed  ;  and,  fo  far  from 
linking  herfelf  into  a  date  of  indo¬ 
lence  or  apathy,  die  poiiefTes  great 
delicacy  of  manners,  and  all  the 
llrength  and  lu  ft  re  of  a  refined  un- 
derilanding.  She  is  now  turned 
of  fifty  ;  and,  though  her  counte¬ 
nance,  when  fne  is  lilent,  has  an 
air  of  mild  and  touching  melan¬ 
choly,  her  eonverfation  is  animated 
and  chearful.  As  her  brother 
p'eafes  himfelf  by  the  habit  of  rif- 
ing  and  going  to  reif  with  the  lark, 
die  has  the  long  winter  evenings 
entirely  to  herfelf ;  and  at  this  fea- 
fon  fhe  has  a  great  fiiare  of  focial 
enjoyment,  by  receiving  the  vifits 
of  her  {elected  friends.  To  thefe 
fhe  is  remarkably  open  and  mire- 
ferved,  and  has  a  peculiar  pleafure 
in  talking  over  the  extraordinary 
pccurrences'of  her  early  life.  This 
circle  indeed  is  imall,  though  it  is 
juffly  efteemed  an  honour  to  fhare 
the  friendfliip  of  Meletina,  and 
thofe  who  poffefs  it  have  the  hap- 
pi nefs  of  knowing  perhaps  the  moil 
lingular  and  mod  interefling  of  an- 
cient  virgins. 
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44  TO  XCEPT  the  reafons  for  a  talk  And  intricate  debates  on  facred 
change  be  invincible,  to  live  topics.  To  endeavour  to  get  the 
and  to  die  in  the  public  profdlion  of  better  of  the  intrufions  of  indolence 
the  religion  in  which  one  was  born,  of  mind  and  body,  thofe  certain 
find  bred*  To  avoid  all  prop hane  harbingers  of  enfeebling  age,  Ra- 
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ther  to  wear  out,  than  to  ruft  out. 
To  rife  early,  and  as  often  as  pol- 
lible  to  go  to  bed  before  midnight. 
Not  to  nod  in  company,  nor  to  in¬ 
dulge  repofe  too  frequently  on  "the 
couch  in  the  day.  To  waife  as  lit¬ 
tle  of  life  in  Deep  as  may  be,  for 
we  (hall  have  enough  in  the  grave. 
Not  to  give  up  walking  ;  nor  to 
ride  on  horfeback  to  fatigue.  Ex¬ 
perience,  and  a  late  medical  opi¬ 
nion,  determine  to  ride  five  miles 
every  day.  Nothing'  contributes 
more  to  the  prefer  vat  ion  of  appe¬ 
tite,  and  the  prolongation  of  life. 
Cheyne’s  direction  to  the  valetudi- 
na;~,  44  to  make  exercife  a  part  of 
their  religion,5’  to  be  religioufly 
obierved.  To  continue  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  reading,  purlued  for  more 
than  fifty  years,  in  books  on  all 
fubjects  ,•  for  variety  is  the  fait  of 
the  mind  as  well  as  of  life.  Other 
people’s  thoughts,  like  the  beli  con- 
verfation  of  one’s  companions,  are 
generally  better  and  more  agree¬ 
able  than  one’s  own.  Frequently 
to  think  over  the  virtues  of  one’s 
acquaintance,  old  and  new.  lo 
admit  every  cheerful  ray  of  fun- 
1 hi ne  on  the  imagination.  To  a- 
vo'id  retrofpcdtion  on  a  paft  friend- 
fhip,  which  had  much  of  love  in  it, 
for  memory  often  comes  when  fhe  is 
not  invited.  To  try  to  think  more 
of  the  living  and  lei's  of  the  dead  ; 
for  the  dead  belong*  to  a  world  of 
their  own.  To  live  within  one’s 
income,  be  it  large  or  little.  Not 
to  let  paffion  of  any  fort  run  away 
With  the  underftanding.  Not  to 
encourage  romantic  hopes  nor  iears. 
Not  to  drive  away  hope,  the  fove- 
reign  balm  of  life,  though  he  is 
the  create!!  of  all  flatterers.  Not 
to  be  under  the  dominion  of  fuper- 
ilition  or  enthuflafm.  Not  wilfully 
to  undertake  any  thing  for  which 
the  nerves  of  the  mind  or  the  body 
are  not  ftrong  enough.  Not  to  run 


the  race  of  competition,  or  to  be  in 
another’s  way.  To  avoid  being 
jollied  too  much  in  the  flreet,  being 
©\  ercome  by  the  node  of  the  carri¬ 
ages,  and  not  to  be  carried  even  by 
ourioflty  itlelf  into  a  large  croud. 
To  flrive  to  embody  that  dignified 
lentiment,  4C  to  write  injuries  in 
duff,  but  kindnefi’es  in  marble.*- 
Not  to  give  the  reins  to  eonflitu- 
tional  impatience,  for  it  is  apt  to 
hurry  on  the  flrft  expreflions  into 
the  indecency  of  lweanng.  To  re¬ 
coiled,  that  he  who  can  keep  his 
o«n  temper  may  be’  mafler  of  an¬ 
other’s.  It  one  cannot  be  a  floic, 
in  bearing*  and  forbearing*,  on  every 
trying  occalion,  yet  it  may  not  be 
impoffible  to  pull  the  chcck-Aring 
againft  the  morofenefs  of  fpleen  or 
the  impetuoiity  of  pee  viilmefs.  An¬ 
ger  is  a  fhort  madnefl.  Not  to  fall, 
in  love,  now  on  the  precipice  of 
threefcore,  nor  expecft  to  be  fallen 
in  love  with.  A  connexion  between, 
furnmer  and  winter  is  an  improper 
one.  Love,  like  fire,  is  a  good  leiv 
vant,  but  a  bad  mafler.  Love  is 
death,  when  the  animal  fpirits  are 
gone.  To  contrive  to  have  as  few* 
vacant  hours  upon  one’s  hands  as 
poflible,  that  idlenefs,  the  mother 
of  crimes  and  vices,  may  not  pay 
its  vifit.  To  be  always  doins:  of 
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fomething,  and  to  have  fomething 
to  do.  To  fill  up  one’s  time,  and 
to  have  a  good  deal  to  fill  up,  for 
time  is  the  materials  that  life  is 
made  of.  If  one  is  not  able  by  II- 
tuation,  or  through  the  neceffity  of 
railing  the  fupplies  within  the  year, 
or  by  habit  (for  virtue  itlelf  is  but 
habit)  to  do  much  oftentatious 
good,  yet  do  as  little  harm  as  pof- 
Able.  To  make  the  befl,  and  the 
molt  of  every  thing.  Not  to  in* 
dulge  too  much  in  the  luxury  of 
the  table,  nor  yet  to  underlive  the 
conftitution.  The  gout,  rheuma* 
tifm,  and  dropfy,  in  the  language 
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of  the  Spectators,  feem  to  be  ho¬ 
vering  over  the  difties.  Wine,  the 
great  purveyor  of  pleafure,  and  the 
fecond  in  rank  among  the  fenfes,  of¬ 
fers  his  fervice,  when  love  takes  his 
leave.  It  is  natural  to  catch  hold 
of  every  help,  when  the  fpirits  be¬ 
gin  to  droop.  Love  and  wine  are 
good  cordials,  but  are  not  proper 
for  the  beverage  of  common  tile. 
Reiolve  not  to  go  to-bed  on  a  lull 
meal.  A  light  flipper  and  a  good 
confcience  are  the  befc  receipts  for 
a  good  night’s  reft  ;  and  the  parents 
of  undifturbing  dreams.  Not  to  be 
enervated  by  the  flatulency  of  tea. 
Let  the  fecond  or  third  morning’s 
thought  he  to  confider  of  the  em¬ 
ployment  for  the  day  ;  and  one  of 
the  laft  at  night  to  enquire  what  has 
been  done  in  the  courfe  of  it.  Not 
to  let  one’s  tongue  run  at  the  ex- 
pencc  of  truth.  Not  to  be  too 
communicative  nor  unrelerved.  A 
dole  tongue,  with  an  open  counte¬ 
nance, art-  the  fafett  paiTports  through 
the  journey  of  the  world.  To  cor¬ 
rect  the  error  of  too  much -talking, 
and  r-eftrain  the  narrativenefs  of  the 
approaching  climacteric.  To  take 
the  good-natured  fide  in  converfa- 
tion.  However,  not  to  praife  every 
body,  for  that  is  to  praife  no  body. 
Not  to  be  inquititive,  and  eager 
to  know  fecrets,  nor  be  thought  to 
have  a  head  full  of  other  people’s 
affairs.  Not  to  make  an  enemy, 
nor  to  lofe  a  friend.  To  aim  at  the 
efteem  of  the  public,  and  to  leave 
a  good  name  behind.  Not  to  be 
lingular  in  drefs,  in  behaviour,  in 
notions,  or  exprelfions  of  one’s 
thoughts.  Never  to  give  bad  ad¬ 
vice,  and  to  (hive  not  to  fet  a  bad 
example.  Seldom  to  g  ve  advice 
till  a  iked,  for  it  appears  like  giving 
fomething  that  is  fuperhuous  to 
one’s  (elf.  Not  to  like  or  diflike  too 
much  at  fir  ft  fight.  Not  to  won¬ 
der,  for  all  wonder  is  ignorance. 


that  pofieffion  falls  fhort  of  expec¬ 
tation.  The  longing  of  twenty 
years  may  be  difappointed  in  the 
unanfwered  gratification  of  a  fingle 
hour.  Whilft  we  are  wifbing,  we 
fee  the  beft  fide  ;  after  vye  have 
taken  poifelfion,  the  worft.  Re- 
folved,  to  attend  to  the  arguments 
on  both  tides  :  and  to  hear  every 
body  again  ft  every  body.  Thy 
mind  ought  not  to  be  made  up,  but 
upon  the  beft  evidence.  To  be  af¬ 
fectionate  to  relations,  which  is  a 
kind  of  felf-iove,  in  preference  to 
all  other  acquaintance.  But  not 
to  omit  paying  the  commanding  re- 
fpect  to  merit,  which  is  fuperii  to 
all  the  accidental  chains  of  kindred. 
Not  to  debilitate  the  mind  bv  new 
and  future  compofitions.  Like  the 
f'pider,  it  may  fpin  itfelf  to  death. 
'I  he  mind,  like  the  field,  muff  have 
its  fallow  feafon.  The  leifure  of 
the  pen  has  created  honourable  ac¬ 
quaintance,  and  pleafed  ail  it  has 
wiftied  to  pleafe.  To  refolve,  not 
to  be  too  free  of  promifes,  for  per¬ 
formances  are  fometimes  very  diffi¬ 
cult  things.  Not  to  be  too  much 
alone,  nor  to  read,  nor  meditate,  or 
talk  too  much  on  points  that  may 
awaken  tender  fenfations,  and  be 
too  pathetic  for  the  foul.  To  en¬ 
joy  the  prefent,  not  to  be  made  too 
unhappy  by  reflection  on  the  paft, 
nor  to  be  opprefted  by  invincible 
gloom  or*  the  future.  To  give  and 
receive  comfort,  thofc  ncceffary 
alms  to  a  diftrdfed  mind.  To  be 
conftantly  thankful  to  Providence 
for  the  plenty  hitherto  poftefted, 
which  has  preferved  one  from  the 
dependence  on  party,  perfons,  and 
opinions,  and  kept  one  out  of  debt. 

T  he  appearance  of  a  happy  lirua- 
tipn,  and  opportunities  of  faffing 
many  worldly  felicities  (for  content 
has  leldom  perverted  itfelf  into  dif- 
content),  has  Induced  many  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  one  muft  be  pleafed 

with 
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with  one’s  lot  in  life  ;  and  it  occa- 
lions  manv  to  look  with  the  eye  of 
innocent  envy.  To  refolve  more 
than  ever,  10  Rum  every  public  Ra¬ 
tion  and  refponiibility  of  conduct. 
To  he  fatisfied  with  being  maRer  of 
one’s  felf?  one’s  habits,  now  a  fe- 
cand  nature,  and  ou  *s  time.  De¬ 
termined  not  tofol  cit,  unlefs  tram¬ 
pled  upon  by  fo  tune,  to  live  and 
die  in  the  harnels  of  trade,  or  a 
rofeffion.  Tota  e  care  that  p  ty, 

umanity  is  not  hete  meant,  does 
1  *  •  ' 
not  find  out  one  in  the  endurance 

of  any  calamity.  When  pity  is 

within  call,  contempt  is  not  far  off. 

"Nor  to  wiRi  to  have  a  greater  hold 

of  life,  nor  to  qu  t  that  hold.  The 

jioifible  tenure  of  exiRence  is  of  too 


'  fiiort  pofleffion  for  the  long  night 
that  is  to  fuceeed  :  therefore  not  a 
moment  to  be  loR.  Not  to  lofe 
fight,  even  fra  fingle  day,  of  thef« 
good  and  proverbial  doctors — diet 
— mnerryman — and  quiet.  Refolv- 
e  ,  to  remember  and  to  recommend, 
towards  tranquillity  and  longevity, 
the  three  oral  maxims  of  fir  Hans 
Slorme — “  Never  to  quarrel  with 
one’s  felf- — -one’s  wife — or  one’s 
prince.”  Lafl  y,  not  to  put  one’s 
felf  too  much  in  the  power  of  the 
elements,  thofe  great  -enemies  to  the 
human  frame  ;  namely,  the  fun—* 
the  wind-— the  rain — -and  the  night 
air.” 
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The  VILLAGE  FREEHOLDER. 

[From  the  News  Paper,  a  Poem,  by  Mr.  Craebe,} 

NOR  here  th’  infectious  rage  for  party  hops, 

But  Hits  along  from  palaces  to  fhops  ; 

Our  weekly  journals  o’er  the  land  abound, 

And  fpread  their  plagues  and  influenzas  round  ; 

The  village  too,  the  peaceful,  pleafant  plain, 

Breeds  the  whig-farmer  and  the  tory Twain  ; 

Brooks5  and  St.  Alban’s  boafls  not,  but  inflead 
Stares  the  Red  Ram,  and  fwings  the  Rodney’s  head  s 
Hither,  with  all  a  patriot’s  care,  comes  he 
Who  owns  the  little  hut  that  makes  him  free  ; 

Whole  yearly  forty  lhillings  buv  the  fmile 
Of  mightier  men,  and  never  wafle  the  while  ; 

Who  feels  his  freehold’s  worth,  and  looks  elate, 

A  little  prop  and  pillar  of  the  hate. 

Here  he  delights  the  weekly  news  to  con, 

And  mingle  comments  as  he  blunders  on  ; 

To  fwallow  all  their  varying  authors  teach, 

To  fpell  a  title,  and  confound  a  fpeech : 

Till  with  a  muddled  mind  he  quits  the  news, 

And  claims  his  nation’s  licence  to  abufe  ; 

Then  joins  the  cry,  “  that  all  the  courtly  race 
Strive  but  for  power,  and  parley  but  for  place 
Yet  hopes,  gcod  man  !  “  that  all  may  Hill  be  well,’* 

And  thanks  the  flars  that  he’s  a  vote  to  fell. 

While  thus  he  reads  or  raves,  around  him  wait 
A  ruftic  band,  and  join  in  each  debate  ; 

Partake  his  manly  lpirit,  and  delight 

To  praifc  or  blame,  to  judge  of  wrong  or  right ; 

Meafures  to  mend,  and  mini  Hers  to  make. 

Till  all  go  madding  for  their  country’s  fake. 
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What  KIND  of  COMPOSITION  a  NEWS  PAPEP.  Is, 

■AMUSEMENT  it  affords. 

>  ,1 

[  From  the  fame  Poem.  ] 

NEXT,  in  what  rare  production  fliall  we  trace 
Such  various  fubjedts  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace  ? 

As  the  hr  It  flip  upon  the  waters  bore 
Incongruous  kinds  that  never  met  before; 

Or  as  fome  curious  virtuofo  joins, 

In  one  fnall  room,  moths,  minerals,  and  coins. 

Birds,  beads,  and  hllies  ;  nor  refufes  place 
To  ferpents,  toads,  and  all  the  reptile  race  : 

So  here,  comprefs’d  within  a  hngle  Iheet, 

Great  things  and  fmall,  the  mean  and  mighty  meet  * 
JTis  this  which  makes  all  Europe’s  buhnefs  known, 

Yet  here  a  private  man  may  place  his  own  ; 

And  where  he  reads  of  lords  and  commons,  he 
May  tell  their  honours  that  he  fells  rappee. 

Add  next  th’  amufement  which  the  motley  page 
Affords  to  either  fex  and  every  age  : 

Do  !  where  it  comes  before  the  chearful  lire, 

Damps  from  the  prefs  in  fmoky  curls  afpire 
(As  from  the  earth  the  fun  exhales  the  dew) 

Ere  we  can  read  the  wonders  that  enfue ; 

Then  eager  every  eye  furveys  the  part, 

That  brings  its  favourite  fubjedt  to  the  heart  ; 

Grave  politicians  look  for  fadts  alone, 

And  Uighting  theirs,  make  comments  of  their  own  ; 

,  The  Iprightly  nymph,  who  never  broke  her  red 
For  tottering  crowns,  or  mighty  lands  opprefs’d, 

Finds  broils  and  battles,  but  negledts  them  all 
For  longs  and  fuits,  a  birth-day,  or  a  ball  ; 

The  keen  warm  man  o’erlooks  each  idle  tale 
For  u  monies  wanted,”  and  “  edates  on  lale;” 

While  the  dy  widow,  and  the  coxcomb  lleek, 

Dive  deep  for  fcandal  through  a  hint  oblique. 

So  charm  the  news  ;  but  we,  who  far  from  town 
Wait  till  the  podman  brings  the  packet  down. 

Once  in  the  week  a  vacant  day  behold, 

And  day  for  tidings  till  they’re  three  days  old : 

Hence  on  that  morn  no  welcome  pod  appears, 

That  lucklels  morn  a  fullen  afpedt  wears  ; 

We  meet,  but  ah  !  without  our  wonted  fmile, 

To  talk  of  headachs,  and  complain  of  bile  ; 

Sullen  we  ponder  o’er  a  dull  repad. 

Nor  lead  the  body  while  the  mind  mud  fad. 

Such  reitlefs  pailion  is  the  love  of  news, 

.  World  than  an  itch  for  made  or  the  mule  : 

A  •  . 
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Give  poets  claret,  they  grow  idle  Toon  ; 

Feed  the  mufician,  and  he’s  out  of  tune  ; 

But  the  lick  mind,  of  this  difeafe  poflefs’d, 

Has  neither  chance  for  cure,  nor  inter  als  of  reft. 

Such  powers  have  things  fo  vile,  and  they  can  boaft 
That  thole  perufe  them  who  delpife  them  moil. 

The  SONG  of  EXULTATION. 

[From  Mr.  Potter’s  Oracle  concerning  Babylon,  ami  the  Song  of 
Exultation,  from  Ifaiah,  chap,  xiii.  xiv,] 

T  HE  fpoil-gorg’cf  city  is  no  more ; 

The  proud  oppreffor  of  the  nations  falls, 

Sunk  in  the  dull  her  towred  walls  : 

Her  vanquifh’d  monarch  welters  in  hia  gore ; 

Jehovah  from  his  impious  hand 
Hath  rent  the  enlign  of  command, 

That  iron  fceptre,  whole  impetuous  force 
Smote  empires  trembling  at  his  rage. 

The  Eaith  exulting  views  his  breathlefs  corfe. 

And  Peace  recalls  her  golden  age  ; 

Chearful  burft  forth  their  (bouts  of  joy, 

44  Thy  furious  hand  no  more  fliail  bleeding  realms  dcftroy/* 

The  lordly  Lebanon  waves  high 
The  ancient  honours  of  his  facred  head ; 

Their  branching  arms  his  cedars  fpread, 

His  pines  triumphant  (boot  into  the  Iky  : 
il  Tyrant,  no  barb’rous  axe  invades, 

/  4C  Since  thou  art  fall’n,  our  unpierc’d  fhades.*9 

To  meet  thee.  Hades  routes  from  beneath, 

An  iron  fmile  his  vifage  wears  ; 

He  calls  through  all  the  drear  abodes  of  Death ; 

His  call  each  mighty  chieftain  hears  ; 

And  fceptred  kings  of  empires  wide 
Rife  from  their  lofty  thrones,  and  thus  accoft  thy  pride* 

Is  this  weak  form  of  flirting  air 
The. potent  lord  that  fill’d  th’  Aflyrian  throne  ? 

Thus  are  thy  vaunted  glories  gone  ? 

Where  thy  rich  fealls,  thy  fprightly  viols  where  ? 

Beneath  thee  is  corruption  fpread, 

And  worms  the  covering  of  thy  bed  ? 

How  art  thou  fall’n,  bright  ftar  of  orient  day. 

How  fall’n  from  thy  ictherial  height, 

Son  of  the  Morning!  Thou,  w,hofe  languine  ray  , 

Glared  terribly  a  baleful  light  : 

War  kindled  at  the  blaze,  and  wild 
Rufh’d  Slaughter,  Havoc  rufli’d,  their  robes  with  blood  defil’d. 

“  I  is* 


**  I  in  high  heaven  will  be  ador’d, 

**  Above  the  ftars  of  God  exalt  my  throne  j 
“  My  pow’r  fliall  facred  Sion  own, 

M  The  mount  of  God’s  dread  prefence  hail  me  lord 
Such  thy  vain  threats  :  Death’s  dark  abode 
Yawns  to  receive  the  vaunting  god. 

Thole,  who  thy  cone  fliall  ’midil  the  (lain  behold. 
Shall  view  thee  with  attentive  look  : 

Is  this  the  man,  his  thund’ring  car  who  roll’d, 

'That  with  pale  terror  kingdoms  fliook  ? 

Who  wav’d  o’er  wafted  towns  his  fpear, 

Terror  and  Flight  his  van,  Deftruflion  in  his  rear? 

Is  this  the  man,  whofe  barb’rous  hate 
Bound  captive  monarchs  in  his  galling  chain  ; 

While  Outrage  call’d  his  tort’ring  train, 

And  Rigor  doled  the  dungeon’s  ruthlefs  gate  ? 

How  from  his  high  dominion  hurl’d 
The  fpoiler  of  the  ravag’d  world  ! 

Kings,  monarchs,  heroes,  warriors  of  renown, 

Who  greatly  fought  their  realms  to  lave, 

Each  in  his  houfe  of  Death  in  peace  lies  down, 

With  glory  in  his  rock-hewn  grave, 

Amidft  his  chiefs,  with  honours  grac’d, 

His  fword  beneath  his  head,  his  arms  befide  him  plac’d 

But  thou  fnalt  lie  a  thing  abhor’J, 

A  fordid  corfe  among  the  vulgar  Haiti, 

Cloath’d  with  the  carnage  of  the  plain, 

A  loathfome  texture  by  the  falchion  gor’d. 

Shalt  thou  with  honour’d  chiefs  repofe  ? 

Her  jaws  ’gainft  thee  the  grave  fliall  clofe  ; 

For  where  portentous  thy  proud  banners  wav’d, 
Rapine  rufli’d  o’er  the  wafted  land  : 

Thy  country,  too,  her  free-born  foils  enflav’d 
Or  flaughter’d,  curft  thy  hoftiie  hand. 

So  falls  the  impious  tyrant-race, 

And  fair  Renown  difdains  their  hated  dull;  to  grace. 

The  dreadful  work  of  death  prepare  : 

The  father’s  crimes  for  boundlefs  vengeance  call. 
And  all  the  tyrant’s  fons  fliall  fall ; 

Nor  branch,  nor  offspring  fliall  my  fury  fpaj£, 

Left  o’er  the  trembling  earth  again 

ci  O 

Spread  the  wild  horrors  of  their  reign. 

No  more  their  haughty  tow’rs  fliall  pierce  the  flue?. 
And  fill  the  wide  world  with  their  fame  ; 

Againft  them,  faith  Jehovah,  I  will  rife, 

Will  rend  from  Babylon  the  name, 

Smite  from  its  courfe  her  ftagnant  ftream, 

And  o’er  its  miry  gulfs  fliall  clanging  fea-mewg  feream* 
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Thus  hath  God  fworn,  th’  Almighty  Lord  : 

Like  the  drong  mountains  flia.ll  my  purpofe  ftand. 

To  crufh  th’  Affyrian  in  my  land  ; 

Through  all  their  boils  fliall  rage  the  vengeful  fword ; 

Dreadful  on  Sion’s  facred  brow 
The  God  of  Armies  fliall  they  know. 

Daughter  of  Sion,  let  thy  joy  arife, 

From  thy  griev’d  neck  his  yoke  fliall  fall ; 

V  irgin,  exult,  thy  haughty  foe  defpife, 

His  chain  no  more  thy  arms  ftiall  gall. 

Thus  hath  God  fworn,  nor  fworn  in  vain  : 

Th’  Almighty’s  hand  is  ftretch’d,  who  fliall  its  force  reftrain  ? 

/  1  (  '  ■'  • 

ADDRESS  to  FRIENDSHIP. 

[Fiom  Poems  on  feveral  Occalions  ;  by  Ann  Years  ley,  'a  Milkwoman 

of  Briilol,] 

TT^R  IENDSFIIP  !  thou  noblefl  ardor  of  the  foul ! 

Jp  ‘  Immortal  effence  !  languor’s  bed  fupport! 

Chief  dignifying  proof  of  glorious  man  ! 

Firm  cement  of  the  world  !  endearing  tie, 

Which  binds  the  willing  foul,  and  brings  along 
Her  c haded,  dronged,  and  fublimed  powers  ! 

All  elfe  the  dregs  of  fpirit.  Love’s  Toft  flame, 

Bewildering,  leads  th’  infatuated  foul  : 

Levels,  depreffes,  wraps  in  endlefs  mills, 

Contracts,  diiTolves,  enervates,  and  enflaves, 

Relaxes,  finks,  didradls,  while  Fancy  dlls 
Th’  inflaming  draught,  and  aids  the  calenture. 

Intoxicating  charm  !  yet  well  refin’d 
By  Virtue’s  brightening  flame,  pure  it  afeends, 

As  incenfe  in  its  grateful  circles  mounts, 

'Till,  mixt  and  lod,  with  thee  it  boad  thy  name. 

Thou  unfound  bl  effing  S  woo’d  with  eager  hope, 

As  clowns  the  nightly  vapour  fwift  purfue, 

And  fain  wou’d  grafp  to  cheer  their  lonely  wav  ; 

V ain  the  wide  dretch,  and  vain  the  fliorten’d  breath. 

For,  ah  !  the  bright  deludon  onward  flies, 

While  the  fad  fwain  deceiv’d,  now  cautious  treads 
The  common  beaten  track,  nor  quits  it  more. 

Not  unexiding  art  thou,  but  fo  rare, 

That  delving  fouls  ne’er  dnd  thee  ;  ’tis  to  thee, 

When  found,  if  ever  found,  fweet  fugitive, 

The  noble  mind  opes  all  her  riched  do  res ; 

Thy  firm,  flrong  hold  fuits  the  courageous  bread, 

Where  dubborn  virtues  dwell  in  fecret  league, 

And  each  confpires  to  fortify  the  red. 

Etherial  fpirits  alone  may  hope  to  prove 
’  - *  2  Thy 
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Thy  ftrong,  yet  foften’d  rapture  ;  fofteii’d  more 
When  penitence  fucceed.-  to  injury  ; 

When,  doubting  pardon,  the  meek*  pleading  eye 
On  which  the  foul  had  once  with  pleafure  dwelt, 

Swims  in  the  tear  of  borrow  and  repentance^ 

The  faultlefs  mind  wdth  treble  pity  views 

The  tarnifh’d  friend,  who  feels  the  fling  of  (hams  $ 

5Tis  then  too  little  barely  to  forgiv  ; 

Nor  can  the  foul  reft  on  that  frigid  tlibUghtj 
But  ru thing  fwiftly  from  her  "jtoic  heights. 

With  all  her  frozen  feelings  melted  dowii 
By  Pity’s  genial  beams,  fhe  finks*  dfrelf, 

Shares  the  contagion,  and  with  lenient  hand 
Lifts  the  warm  chalice  fill’d  with  eonfolation. 

Yet  Friendfhip’s  name  oft  decks  the  crafty  lip* 

With  feeming  virtue  clothes  the  ruthlefs  foul : 

Grief-foothing  notes,  well  feign’d  to  look  like  Truths 
Like  an  infidious  ferpent  foftly  creep 
To  the  poor,  guilelefs,  unfufpedting  heart, 

Wind  round  in  wily  folds,  and  finking  deep 
Explore  her  facred  treafure,  bafely  heave 
Her  hoard  of  woes  to  an  unpifying  world  ; 

Firft  booths,  enfnares,  expofes  and  betrays. 

V  hat  art  thou,  fiend,  who  thus  ufurp’ft  the  form 
Of  the  foft  cherub  ?  Tell  me,  by  what  name 
7  he  oftentatious  call  thee,  thou  who  wreck’d: 

The  gloomy  peace  of  forrow-loving  fouls  ? 

Wrhy  thou  art  Vanity,  ungenerous  fprite, 

Who  tarnifheft  the  adlion  deem’d  fo  great, 

And  of  foul-faving  elfence.  But  For  thee, 

How  pure,  how  bright  woidd  Theron’s  virtues  llilne  i 
And,  but  that  thou  art  incorp’rate  with  the  flame, 

Wh  ch  elfe  wou’d  blefs  where’er  its  beams  illume, 

My  grateful  fpirit  had  recorded  here 
Thy  fplendid  feemings.  Long  I’ve  known  their  worths 
O,  his  the  deeped  error  man  can  prove, 

To  fancy  joys  difinterefled  can  live, 

Indiifoluble,  pure,  unmix’d  with  felf; 

Why,  ’twere  to  be  immortal,  ’twere  tq  own 
No  part  but  fpirit  in  this  chilling  gloom. 

My  foul’s  ambitious,,  and  its  utmoft  ftretch 
Wou’d  be,  to  own  a  friend — but  that’s  deny’d* 

Now,  at  this  bold  avowal,  gaze,  ye  eyes, 

Which  kindly  melted  at  my  woe-fraught  tale  : 

Start  back,  Benevolence,  and  fliun  the  charge  j 
Soft  bending  Pity,  fly  the  fallen  phrafe, 

Ungrateful  as  it  teems.  My  abject  fate 
Excites  the  willing  hand  of  Charity, 

The  momentary  figh,  the  pitying  tear, 

And  inftantaneous  adf  of  bounty  bland, 
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To  mifery  fo  kind  ;  yet  not  to  you,. 

Bounty,  or  charity,  or  mercy  mild, 

The  penfive  thought  applies  fair  Friendfhip’s  name  * 
That  name  which  never  yet  cou’d  dare  exift 
But  in  equality 

#■ *  #  *  #  Vr 
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Orf  Mrs.  M  O’  N  T  A  G  IT. 

[From  the  fame  Publication.] 

WHY  boafl,  O  arrogant,  imperious  man, 

Perfe£lions  fo  exclufive  ?  are  thy  powers 
Nearer  approaching  Deity  ?  can’ll  thou  folve 
Queflions  which  high  Infinity  propounds, 

Soar  nobler  flights,  or  dare  immortal  deeds-* 

Unknown  to  woman,  if  file  greatly  dares 
To  ufe  the  powers  aifign’d  her  ?  Adtive  flrengthr 
The  boafl:  of  animals,  is  clearly  thine  ; 

By  this  upheld,  thou  think ’ft  the  leflon  rare 
That  female  virtues  teach ;  and  poor  the  height 
Which  female  wit  obtains..  The  theme  unfolds 
Its  ample  maze,  for  Montagu  befriends 
The  puzzled  thought,,  and,  blazing  in  the  eye 
Of  boldefl:  oppofition,  firait  prefents 
The  foul’s  belt  energies,  her  keeneil  powers, 

Clear,-  vigorous,  enlighten’d  ;  with  Arm  wing 
Swift  file  overtakes  his  Mufe,  which  lpread  afar 
Its  brightefl  glories  in  the  days  of  yore  ; 

Lo  S  where  file,  mounting,  fpurns  the  ftedfaft  earthy 
And,  failing  on  the  cloud  of  feience,  bears 
The  banner  of  Perfection.  * — - — 

Aik  Gallia’s  mimic  fons  how  ftrong  her  powers. 

Whom,  fluftPd  with  plunder  from  her  Shakfpeare’s  pagey 
She  fwift  detedts  amid  their  dark  retreats 
(Horrid  as  Cacus  in  their  thievifli  dens)  ; 

Regains  the  trophies,-  bears  in  triumph  back 
The  pilfer’d  glories  to  a  wandering  world. 

So  Stella  boafts,  from  her  the  tale  I  learn’d  ; 

With  pride  file  told  it,  I  with  rapture  heard*. 

O,  Montagu !  forgive  me,  if  I  ling 
Thy  wifdom  temper’d  with  the  milder  ray 
Of  foft  humanity,  and  kindnefs  bland  : 

So  wide  its  influence,  that  the  bright  beams 
Reach  the  loUr  vale  where  mifts  of  ignorance  lodge. 
Strike  on  the  innate  fpark  which  lay  immers’d, 

Thick  elogg’d,  and  aimoft  quench’d  in  total  night—- 
On  me  it  fell,  and  cheer’d  my  joylefs  heart. 

Unwelcome  is  the  firft:  bright  dawn  of  light 
T©  the  dark  foul  y  impatient,  fhe  rejedtsy 
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And  fain,  wou’d  pufli  the  heavenly  Granger  back  ; 
She  loaths  the  cranny  which  admits  the  day  ; 
Confus’d,  afraid  of  the  intruding .gueft  ; 

Difturb’d,  unwilling  to  receive  the  beam, 

Which  to  herfelf  her  native  darknefs  thews. 

The  effort  rude  to  quench  the  cheering  flame 
Was  mine,  and  e’en  on  Stella  cou’d  I  gaz® 

With  fullen  envy,  and  admiring  pride, 

Till,  doubly  rous’d  by  Montagu,  the  pair 
Uonfpire  to  clear  my  dull,  imprifon’d  fenfe, 

And  chafe  the  mills  which  dimm’d  my  vifual  beam* 
Oft  as  I  trod  my  native  wilds  alone, 

Strong  guffs  of  thought  wou’d  rife,  but  rife  to  die ; 
The  portals  of  the  fwelling  foul  ne’er  op’d 
By  liberal  converfe,  rude  ideas  ffrove 
Awhile  for  vent,  but  found  it  not,  and  died. 

Thus  ruff  the  mind’s  beft  powers.  Yon  Harry  orbs^ 
Majeftic  ocean,  flowery  vales,  gay  groves, 
Eye-wafting  lawns,  and  heaven-attempting  hills, 
Which  bound  th’  horizon,  and  which  curb  the  view  $ 
All  thofej  with  beauteous  imagery,  awak’d 
My  ravifh’d  foul  to  extaev  untaught, 

To  all  the  tranfport  the  rapt  fenfe  can  bear ; 

But  all  expir’d,  for  want  of  powers  to  fpeak  ; 

All  perifh’d  in  the  mind  as  foon  as  born, 

Eras’d  more  quick  than  cyphers  on  the  fliore, 

O  ’er  which  the  cruel  waves,  uiiheedfiil,  roll. 

Such  timid  rapture  as  young  Edwin  feiz’d, 

When  his  lone  footfteps  on  the  fage  obtrude, 

Whofe  noble  precept  charm’d  his  wond’ring  ear. 

Such  rapture  fill’d  Ladtilla’s  vacant  foul, 

When  the  bright  moralift,  in  foftnefs  dreff, 

Opes  all  the  glories  of  the  mental  world, 

Deigns  to  diredt  the  infant  thought,  to  prune 
The  budding  fentiment,  uprear  the  ffalk 
Of  feeble  fancy,  bid  idea  live, 

Woo  the  abftradted  fpirit  from  its  cares, 

And  gently  guide  her  to  the  feenes  of  peace. 

Mine  was  that  balm,  and  mine  the  grateful  heart, 
Wrhich  breathes  its  thanks  in  rough,  but  timid'ftrains, 

SONNET  to  LAURA. 
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| From  Mr*-  Pqlwhele’s  Pidtures  from  Nature,  in  Nineteen  Sonnets.) 


PURVEY,  my  Laura,  yonder  rofe, 
lT  Its  central  folds  fo  fickly-pale  ; 
While  round  its  outward  leaves  difclofe 
A  lively  crimfon  to  the  gale ! 
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Yet  as  the  fecret  canker-worm 
Preys  inly  on  its  fainting  heart ; 

From  the  cold  floweret’s  fallen  form 
Shall  all  that  glow  of  colour  part  l 
Ah!  on  thy  lover  turn  thine  eyes — 

The  bloom  ng  cheek  may  Laura  fee  ! 

Yet  know  this  pining  bofom  dies — . 

And  read  the  role’s  fate  in  me  ! 

SONNET  to  the  AUTHO  R’s  W I  F  EE 

[From  the  fame  Publication.] 

FOR  thee,  whofe  love  I  value  more  than  life, 

Whofe  charms  the  balm  of  heart-felt  blifs  infpire— ' 
For  thee  I  reaffume  my  humble  lyre, 

Here— -in  this  fliade,  far  dillant  from  the  flrife 
Of  fcenes,  where  fafliion’s  pamper’d  votaries,  rife 
In  diffiparion’s  revel,  quench  thy  fire 
O  Mitfe  !  and  blaft  the  hallow’d  name  of  wife 
’Mid  the  dark  orgies  of  impure  defire— 

For  thee,  tho’  ne’er  my  unambitious  drain 

May  foothe  the  unfeeling  world,  I  yet  awhile 
Tune  the  rude  fhell !  and  haply,  not  in  vain, 

If  (Iweet  reward  of  every  anxious  toil) 

My  fimple  fong  have  ftill  the  power  to  gain 
From  Laura,  but  a  fond  approving  fmile  ! 

ADDRESS  to  the  PUPIL  of  ELOQUENCE. 

[From  Mr.  Polwhele’s  EnglifTi  Orator,  a  Didactic  Poem.] 

HUS  then  the  effentials  hath  the  mufe  unveil’d 
£  Preceptive  Studious  thou,  meanwhile,  to  trace 
Their  union  and  their  order,  as  thy  fphere 
And  genius  of  the. juft  oration  wills  ; 

Exce<pt  where  verfatile  occalion’s  turn, 

Or  fuel  den  impulfe  of  thy  audience  points 
A  devious  courfe  :  for  oh,  their  due  degrees 
Abandon’d,  one  dfential  ev’n  excludes 
The  reft  ;  or  argument  perhaps  ufurps 
The  throne  of  pathos  ;  or- the  paffions,  free 
From  previous  forms,  as  high  emergence  calls, 

Burfton  a  Catiline’s  devoted  head 
Impetuous  :  fuch  thy  genius,  now  matur’d 
To  nerve  of  claffic  vigour,  feels— erelong 
In  quhk  accordance  with  that  fenfe,  to  feize 
The  golden  moment,  as  thy  practice  adds 
Activity  to  ftrength.  And  now  furvey 
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That  genius  arm’d  with  high  perfuafion’s  power—* 

The  power  of  human  condudf !  awful  truft  ! 

Yet  haply  thine  !  And  O  it  doom’d  to  guide* 

Bleft  arbiter  of  good,  the  moral  fcale  $ 

Whether  thy  care  to  vindicate  the  rights 
Of  outrag’d  innocence,  and  crufh  the  fiends 
That  weave  the  Belial-artifice  ;  or  hem 
In  evil  hour,  corruption’s  torrent  tide  ; 

Or  fnine  the  facred  delegate  of  heav’n  ;  — 

O  be  thy  fhidy  to  imprel's  on  all 
The  features  of  thy  honed:  worth,  and  gain 
The  fame  of  Virtue  !  Hence  Perfuafion  draws 
New  dignity  and  grace  !  Attention  hangs 
Enamour’d  on  the  mufic  of  a  voice 
Infpir’d  by  genuine  probity,  and  breath’d 
From  all-elTential  goodnefs  !  Such  the  charms 
Of  Virtue  ! — -Yet  her  lemblance,  uninform’d 
By  the  warm  heart,  how  vain  !  O  feed  the  fires 
That  glow  in  generous  bofoms  !  Be  thy  care 
To  give  each  exemplary  deed  the  force 
Of  truth,  and  plain  lincerity  of  foul  S 
For  there’s  an  energy  in  confcious  worth—* 

A  noble  daring,  (but  to  Virtue’s  race 
Unknown)  that  kindles  thro’  the  crowd,  the  fhamt 
Of  emulative  merit;  fpreads  around 
A  kindred  feeling,;  and  impels  the  mind 
To  all  that  high  activity,  the  fource 
Of  happieft  execution.  Such  the  fire 
Of  other  days,  while  Greece  furvey’d  her  Tons 
Crown’d,  awful  vidfors,  with  the  double  wreath 
Of  Eloquence  and  Virtue  !  Lo  more  pure 
In  redolence  and  bloom,  to  Glory’s  orb 
The  awaken’d  genius  of  thy  country  waves 
That  wreath  :  and  warm  with  rapture  as  he  views 
Its  heav’n-born  luffre— -u  Be  it  thine  (he  cries) 

“  Aufpicious  youth  (to  nobler  deeds  foredoom’d) 
t4  To  merit  all  the  renovated  rays  ; 

And  thus,  re  he  died  by  thy  brighter  brows, 
u  Beyond  ev’n  Grecia’s,  be  thy  Albion’s  fame!” 


ODE  on  his  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH-DAY, 
[By  the  Rev.  Thomas  Warton,  B.  D.  poet-Laureat,] 


I. 


AMID  the  thunder  of  the  war, 

True  glory  guides  no  echoing  car  ; 
Nor  bids  the  fword  her  bays  bequeath, 

Nor  flams  with  blood  her  brighteft  wreath  j 
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No  plumed  hods  her  tranquil  triumphs  own  ; 

Nor  fpoils  of  murder’d  multitudes  die  brings. 

To  fwell  the  date  of  her  difiinguifli’d  kings, 

And  deck  her  chofen  throne. 

On  that  fair  throne  to  Britain  dear, 

With  the  flowering  olive  twin’d, 

High  die  hangs  the  hero’s,  fpear, 

And  there  with  all  the  palms  of  peace  combin’d^ 
Her  unpolluted  hands  the  milder  trophy  rear. 

To  kings  like  thefe  her  genuine  theme. 

The  Mufe  a  blamelefs  homage  pays  ; 

To  George  of  kings  like  thefe  fupreme. 

She  wifh.es  honour’d  length  of  days. 

Nor  proflitutes  the  tribute  of  her  lays® 

II. 

?Tis  his  to  bid  negledfed  genius  glow, 

And  teach  the  regal  bounty  how  to  flow® 

His  tutelary  fceptre?s  fw-ay, 

The  vindicated  arts  obev, 

And  hail  their  patron  king  • 

!Tis  his,  to  judgment’s  fleady  line 
Their  flights  fantaflic  to  confine, 

And  yet  expand  their  wing  ; 

The  fleeting  forms  of  fafhion  to  reftrain, 

And  bind  capricious  T arte  in  Truth’s  eternal  chafli* 
Sculpture,  licentious  now  no  more, 

For  Greece  her  great  example  takes, 

With  Nature’s  warmth  the  marble  wakes, 

And  fpurns  the  toys  of  modern  lore  :  '  * 

In  native  beauty  Amply  plann’d, 

Corinth  thy  tufted  fhafts  afcend  ; 

The  Graces  guide  the  painter’s  hand. 

His  magic  mimicry  to  blend. 

_  III. 

While  fucn  the  gifts  his  reign  beflows, 

Amid  the  proud  difpiay, 

Thofe  gems  around  the  throne  he  throws 
That  filed  a  fofter  ray  : 

While  from  the  fummits  of  fublime  renown 
He  wafts  his  favour’s  univerfal  gale, 

With  thofe  fweet  flowers  he  binds  a  crown 
That  bloom  in  Virtue-s  humble  vale  ; 

With  rich  munificence,  the  nuptial  tye 
Unbroken  he  combines  : 

Confpicuous,  in  a  nation’s  eye, 

The  facred  pattern  fhines  ! 

Fair  Science  to  reform,  reward,  and  raife, 

To  lp read  the  luftre  of  domeflic  praife  * 
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‘To  fofter  Emulation’s  holy  flame 
To  build  Society’s  majeiiic  frame  - 
Mankind  to  polifh  and  to  teach, 

Be  this  the  monarch’s  aim  ; 

Above  Ambition’s  giant-reach. 

The  monarch’s  meed  to  claim. 


H1TCHIN  CONVENT,  A  Tale. 

[From  the  late  Mr.  Lovi  bond’s  Poems.] 

WHERE  Hitchin’s  gentle  current  glides. 

An  ancient  convent  hands. 

Sacred  to  prayer  and  holy  rites 
Ordain’d  by  pious  hands. 

Here  monks  of  faintly  Benedict 
Their  nightly  vigils  kept. 

And  lofty  anthems  fhook  the  choir 
At  hours  when  mortals  ilept. 

But  Harry’s  wide  reforming  hand 
That  facred  order  wounded  ; 

He  fpoke— from  forth  their  hallow’d  walls 
The  friars  fled  confounded. 

/  1  j 

Then  wicked  laymen  entering  in, 

Thofe  cloifters  fair  prophan’d  ; 

Now  Riot  loud  ufurps  the  feat 
Where  bright  Devotion  reign’d. 

Ev’n  to  the  chapel’s  facred  roof. 

Its  echoing  vaults  along. 

Refounds  the  flute,  and  fprightly  dance. 

And  hymeneal  fang* 

Yet  Fame  reports,,  that  monkifh  fhades 
At  midnight  never  fail 
To  haunt  the  manlions  once  their  own, 

And  tread  its  cloifters  pale. 

One  night,  more  prying  than  the  reft. 

It  chanc’d  a  friar  came, 

And  enter’d  where  on  beds  of  down 
Repos’d  each  gentle  dame. 

Here,  foftening  midnight’s  raven  gloom, 

Lay  R - e,  blufliing  maid  ; 

There,  wrapt  in  folds  of  cyprefs  lawn 
Her  virtuous  aunt  was  laid. 
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He  flopp’d,  he  gaz’d,  to  wild  conceits 
His  roving  fancy  run, 

He  took  the  aunt  for  priorefs, 

And  ll- — — — e  for  a  nun. 

It  happ’d  that  R— V  capuchin, 

Acrofs  the  couch  difplay’d, 

To  deem  her  filler  of  he  veil, 

The  holy  Are  betray  YR 

Aceofting  then  the  youthful  fair, 

His  raptur’d  accepts  broke  ; 

Amazement  chilFd  the  waking  nymph  $ 

She  trembled  as  he  fpoke. 

Hail  halcyon  days !  hail  hcly  nun  £ 

This  wond’ro  s  change  explain  5 
Again  Religion  lights  her  lamp, 

Reviews  thefe  walls  again. 

v  O 

For  ever  blefr  the  power  that  checks 
Reform ifls  wild  diforders, 

Reftor’d  again  the  church’s  lands, 

Reviv’d  our  facred  orders. 

To  monks  indeed,  from  Edward’s  days, 

Belong’d  this  chafte  foundation  ; 

Yet  filler  nun  may  i  nfwer  too 
The  founder’s  good  donation. 

Ah  !  well  thy  virgin,  vows  are  heard  5 
For  man  were  never  given 
Thofe  charms,  referv’d  to  nobler  ends. 

Thou  fpotlefs  fpoufe  of  Heaven! 

Yet  fpeak  what  caufe  from  morning  mafs 
Thy  ling’ring  fleps  delays  : 

Halle  to  the  deep- mouth’d  organ’s  peal 
To  join  thy  vocal  praife. 

Awake  thy  abbefs  fillers  all  j 
At  Mary’s  holy  fhrine, 

With  bended  knees  and  fuppliant  eyes 
Approach,  thou  nun  divine  ! 

No  nun  am  I,  recov’ring  cried 
The  nymph  •  no  nun,  I  fay, 

Nor  nun  will  be,  unlefs  this  fright 
Should  turn  my  locks  to  grey* 

3Tis  true,  at  church  I  feldom  fail 
When  aunt  or  uncle  leads  ; 

Yet  never  rife  by  four  o’clock 
To  tell  my  morning  beads . 

N  Q 


POETRY.  £249] 

No  mortal  lover  yet,  I  vow, 

Mv  virgin  heart  has  fixt. 

But  yet  I  bear  the  creature’s  talk 
Without  a  grate  betwixt. 

To  Heav’n  my  eyes  are  often  call 
(From  Heav'n  their  light  began) 

Yet  deign  fometimes  to  view  on  earth 
Its  image  ftampt  on  man. 

Ah  me  1  I  fear  in  borrow’d  (hape 
Thou  corn’ll,  a  bafe  deceiver  • 

Perhaps  the  devil,  to  tempt  the  faith 
Of  orthodox  believer. 

For  once  my  hand,  at  mafipuerade, 

A  reverend  friar  preft  ; 

His  form  as  thine,  but  holier  founds 
The  ravilh’d  faint  addreft. 

He  to’d  me  vows  no  more  were  made 
1  o  fenfelefs  ltone  and  wood, 

But  adoration  paid  alone 
To  faints  of  fieflh  and  blood, 

That  rofy  cheeks,  and  radiant  eyes. 

And  trtffes  like  the  morn. 

Were  given  to  biefs  the  present  age, 

And  light  the  age  unborn  s 

That  maids,  by  whofe  obdurate  pride 
The  haplels  lover  feil, 

Were  doom’d  to  never-dying  toils 
Of  leading  apes  in  hell. 

Refpedf  the  firft  command,  he  cried, 

Its  facred  laws  fulfil, 

And  well  obferve  the  precept  given 
To  Moles- — Do  not  kill. 

Thus  fpoke,  ah  yet  I  hear  him  fpeak ! 

My  foul’s  fublime  phylician  ; 

Then  get  thee  hen;  e,  thy  dodtrincs  vile 
Would  link  me  to  perdition. 

She  ceas’d — the  monk  in  fhadcs  of  night 
Confus’dly  fled  away, 

And  Superfiition’s  clouds  diflTolv’d 
In  fenfe,  and  beauty’s  ray® 
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The  MULBERRY-TREE.  A  Tale. 

[From  the  fame  Publication.] 

FOR  London’s  rich  city,  two  Staffordfhire  fwains, 

Light  Johnfon,  hight  Garrick,  forfaking  their  plains. 
Reach’d  Shakefpeare’s  own  Stratford,  where  flows  by  his  tomb 
An  Avon,  as  proudly  as  Tiber  by  Rome. 

Now  Garrick  (fweet  imp  too  of  Nature  was  he) 

Would  climb  and  would  eat  from  his  Mulberry-tree  ; 

Yet  as  Johnfon,  lefs  frolic,  was  taller,  was  older. 

He  reach’d  the  firff  boughs  by  the  help  of  his  fhoulder  ; 
Where,  fheker’d  from  famine,  from  bailiffs,  and  weather, 
Bards,  critics,  and  players,  fat  crowded  together  ; 

Who  devour’d  in  their  reach  all  the  fruit  they  could  meet. 

The  good,  bad,  indifferent,  the  bitter  and  fweet : 

But  Garrick  climb’d  high  to  a  plentiful  crop. 

Then,  heavens  !  what  vagaries  he  play’d  on  the  top  ! 

How,  now  on  the  loofe  twigs,  and  now  on  the  tight, 

He  flood  on  his  head,  and  then  bolted  upright  i 
All  features,  all  fhapes,  and  all  pallions  he  tried  ; 

He  danc’d  and  he  knitted,  he  laugh’d  and  he  cried. 

He  prefented  his  face,  and  he  fhow’d  his  backfide  i 
The  noble,  the  vulgar,  flock’d  round  him  to  fee 
What  feats  he  perform’d  in  the  Mulberry-tree  : 

He  repeated  the  paflime,  then  open’d  to  fpeak. 

But  Johnfon  below  mutter’d  hrophes  of  Greek, 

While  Garrick  proclaim’d - -fuch  a  plant  never  grew. 

So  fofler’d  by  fun-fhine,  by  foil,  and  by  dew. 

The  palm-trees  of  Delos,  Phcenicia’s  fweet  grove, 

The  oaks  of  Dodona,  tho’  hallow’d  by  Jove, 

With  all  that  antiquity  fliows  to  furpafs  us, 

Compar’d  to  this  tree,  were  mere  fhrubs  of  Parnaffus. 

Not  the  beeches  of  Mantua,  where  Tity-rus  was  laid, 

Not  all  Vallombrofa  produc’d  fuch  a  fhade, 

That  the  myrtles  of  France,  like  the  birch  of  the  Schools, 
Were  fit  only  for  rods  to  whip  Genius  to  rules  ; 

That  to  Stratford’s  old  Mulberry,  faired  and  beft, 

The  cedars  of  Eden  muff  bow  their  proud  creft : 

Then  the  fruit — like  the  loaf  in  the  Tub’s  pleafant  Tale, 

That  was  fifh,  flefh,  and  cuflard,  good  claret,  and  ale — * 

It  compriz’d  every  flavour,  was  all,  and  was  each, 

Was  grape,  and  was  pine-apple,  nedtarine,  and  peach  ; 

Nay  he  fwore,  and  his  audience  believed  what  he  told, 

That  under  his  touch  it  grew  apples  of  gold. - 

Now  he  paus’d  ! — then  recounted  its  virtues  again— 

’Twas  a  wood  for  all  ufe,  bottom,  top,  bark,  and  grain  : 

It  would  faw  into  feats  for  an  audience  in  full  pits. 

Into  benches  forjudges,,  epifcopal  pulpits ; 
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Into  chairs  for  philofophers,  thrones  too  for  kings, 

Serve  the  hisheft  of  purpoies,  i  owe  ft  of  things  ; 

Make  brooms  to  mount  witches,  make  May -poles  for  May-days, 
And  boxes,  and  ink-ftands,  for  wits  and  the  ladies. — 

His  fpeech  pleas’d  the  vulgar,  it  pleas’d  their  fuperiors, 

By  Johnfon  ftopt  fliort — who  his  mighty  pofteriors 

Applied  to  the  trunk — like  a  Sampfon,  his  haunches 

Shook  the  roots,  fhook  the  fummit,  fhook  Item,  and  Ihook  branches  ? 

All  was  tremor  and  fhock  ! — now  defcendcd  in  fhowers 

Wither’d  leaves,  wither’d  limbs,  blighted  fruits,  blighted  flowers ! 

The  fragments  drew7  critics,  bards,  players  along, 

Who  held  by  weak  branches,  and  let  go  the  ftrong  ; 

E’en  Garrick  had  dropt  with  a  bough  that  was  rotten. 

But  he  leapt  to  a  found,  and  the  flip  was  forgotten* 

Now  the  plant’s  clofe  receffes  lay  open  to  day, 

While  Johnfon  exclaim’d,  ftalking  ftately  aw7ay, 

Here’s  rubbifli  enough,  till  my  homewmrd  return. 

For  children  to  gather,  old  women  to  burn  ; 

Not  practis’d  to  labour,  my  lides  are  too  fore, 

Till  another  fit  feafon,  to  fhake  you  down  more. 

What  future  materials  for  pruning,  and  cropping, 

And  cleaning,  and  gleaning,  and  lopping,  and  topping ! 

Yet  mi  flake  me  not,  rabble  !  this  tree’s  a  good  tree, 

Does  honour,  dame  Nature,  to  Britain  and  thee  ; 

And  the  fruit  on  the  top — -take  its  merits  in  brief, 

Makes  a  noble  defert,  where  the  dinner’s  roaft  beef! 

The  COTTAGE  and  COTTAGERS, 

[From  Mr.  Pratt’s  Landfcapes  in  Verfe,] 

QOFT  peers,  thro’  foliage  deep, 

O*  The  rufTet  dwelling  of  an  ancient  pair, 

Who  thrice  ten  fmiling  years,  beneath  its  roof, 

(Blufli  gay  and  great  ones  of  a  jarring  world!) 

Have  led  a  virtuous  life  of  wredded  love  ! 

In  days  of  nuptial  dilfonance  and  ftrife, 

1  his  pattern,  rare  and  high,  Cleone  views, 

And  plucking  foft  the  unadorned  latch, 

Enters  the  cot,  where  Love  with  Nature  reigns 
Far  from  the  city  artifice : — the  pair 
W7e  find,  with  all  their  progeny  around, 

In  goodly  rows  affembled  at  the  board 
Of  buxom  Health,  who  fpreads  the  light  repaft. 

Which  Hofpitality,  (fuch  as  of  yore 

Our  ancient  Britons,  lov’d,  ere  courtier  pomp 

The  once  wide  opening  door  infidious  clos’d) 

With  importunings  fweet,  invites  to  fhare. 

Their  offer’d  boon  accepted,  wc  furvey 
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Silvan  Simplicity  lier  graces  lend 

To  clear  Content,  who  in  the  herdfman’s  hut 

(Which  fcorns  the  gilding  of  felicity) 

Rehdes  with  real  Happinefs  a  friend, 

Ev’n  as  an  houfhold  goddefs,  ever  near 
With  gentle  hand,  to  blefs  this  couple  blythe, 

To  pour  the  fpirit  of  the  freflieft  gale 
Upon  the  model!  rofe  that  humbly  blows 
Around  their  dwelling  fmail  :  from  the  clean  fpring 
That  lends  its  little  tide,  the  pure!!  ft  ream 
To  draw,  for  life  or  pleafure  : — o'er  the  couch 
To  filed  the  fweeteft  deep  from  night  till  morn, 

Right  as  the  fiient  dews  that  fall  in  both. 

And  now  we  liften  to  the  honeft  tale 
Of  cottage  fondnefs,  and  of  cottage  faith, 

Told  by  the  matron,  while  the  fhepherd  twain 
flnftructed  well  to  read  the  fecret  heart) 

Traces  with  fkill,  even  to  its  rofy  iburce, 

The  crimfon  ftufli  that  paints  Cleone’s  cheek, 

As,  by  the  feene  fubdued,  I  feem  more  clofe 
To  fold  her  tender  form  : — this  counfel  kind 
DiHiird  at  length  like  honey  from  his  lip ; 

44  Yes,  youth  and  maiden,  I  can  fee  your  hearts 
44  Twine  round  each  other  like  your  circling  arms 
44  Behold  1  in  us,  a  pair  grown  old  together, 

44  Our  morning  tender,  and  our  evening  true  j 
44  Then  live  and  love  as  we  have  lov’d  and  liv’d  ;  — 
44  Go  with  our  mutual  bleiling  on  your  heads  ; 

44  And  when  in  richer  domes,  ye  fee  pale  Care 
44  Lift  her  proud  creft  to  cheat  the  gaping  croud 
44  With  fpecious  flieivs  of  rapture,  feldom  found 
44  In  palace  or  in  hut — then  foftly  fay, 

44  As  many  a  year  remote  when  we  are  laid 
44  Beneath  the  verdant  turf,  ye  hither  come, 

44  Here  dwelt  the  Couple  of  the  Cot  ;■ — here  oft 
44  We  fat  us  down  in  courtfhip’s  blooming  hour, 

14  And  fwore,  if  Hymen  e’er  fhould  join  our  hands, 

44  To  live  as  faithful,  and  to  love  as  long.  ’ 


CONSOLATORY  ODE. 
[From  the  fame  Publication. 1 


T O  more,  fond  youth,  the  ftrains  prolong, 
Break  off,  break  oft,  the  plaintive  fong  j 
With  mandate  high  from  ipheres  above, 

Our  golden  harps  are  fining  to  love  ! 

In  ev’ry  fiowY  that  Nature  blows, 

Breeze  that  fans,  and  wave  that  nows  ; 
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On  earth,  in  ocean,  and  in  air, 

Love  is  the  fov’reign  bills,  the  univerfal  prayer, 

’Tis  love  fuHains  the  Harry  choir, 

Love  is  the  elemental  fire  ; 

Ah  !  naught  in  thy  mortality. 

Nor  ev’n  in  our  eternity. 

Like  love  can  charm,  like  love  can  bleia, 

The  fun  and  foul  of  happinefs ; 

Love  is  to  ev’ry  Mufe  allied, 

Touches  each  tuneful  chord,  and  fpreads  the  chorus  wide. 

’Tis  ours  to  waft  the  lover’s  ftghs, 

Swift  to  the  nymph  for  whom  they  life  ; 

And  gently  as  we  it r ike  the  firing, 

Convey  the  nymph’s  on  rofy  wing, 

Abfence,  tho’  it  wounds,  endears, 

Soft  its  forrows,  fweet  its  tears  ; 

Pains  that  pleafe,  and  joys  that  weep, 

Trickle  like  healing  balm,  and  o’er  the  bofom  creep* 

Love  and  Sorrow,  twins,  were  born 
On  a  fhining  fliow’ry  morn, 

’Twas  in  prime  of  April  weather. 

When  it  fhone  and  rain’d  together; 

He  who  never  Sorrow  knew, 

Never  felt  afFedtions  true  ; 

!  Never  felt  true  paffion’s  power, 

Love’s  fun  and  dew  combine,  to  nurfe  the  tender  flow’r. 

1 

ODE  to  PETER  PINDAR. 

(From  Peter  Pindar’s  Lyric  Odes,  for  the  Year  1785.] 

A  Thoufand  frogs,  upon  a  fummer’s  day, 

Were  fporting  ’midlt  the  funny  ray, 

In  a  large  pool,  reflecting  every  face; — • 

They  fliow’d  their  gold-lac’d  cloaths  with  pride. 

In  harmlefs  fallies,  frequent  vied, 

And  gambol’d  through  the  water  with  a  grace. 

It  happen’d  that  a  band  of  boys, 

Obfervant  of  their  harmlefs  joys, 

Thoughtlefs,  refolv’d  to  fpoil  their  happy  fport ; 

One  frenzy  feiz’d  both  great  and  fmall, 

On  the  poor  frogs  the  rogues  began  to  fall, 

Meaning  to  fplafh  them,  not  to  do  them  hurt. 

As  Milton  quaintly  fings,  4  the  ltones  ’gan  pour,5’ 
Indeed,  an  Otaheite  fhow’r  ! 

The  confequence  was  dreadful,  let  me  tell  ye  ; 
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One’s  eye  was  beat  out  of  his  head, — 

This  limp’d  away,  that  lay  for  dead, — - 
Here  mourn’d  a  broken  back,  and  there  a  beliy<s 

Among#  the  fmitten,  it  was  found 
Their  beauteous  queen  received  a  wound  j 
The  blow  gave  ev’ry  heart  a  ligh, 

And  drew  a  tear,  from  ev’ry  eye  « 

At  length  king  Croak  got  up,  and  thus  begun' — & 

“  My  lads,  you  think  this  very  pretty  fun ! 

«  Your  pebbles  round  us  fiy  as  thick  as  hops, — . 
Have  warmly  complimented  all  our  chops ; — • 

To  you,  I  guefs  that  thele  are  pleafant  Hones ! 

And  fo  they  might  be  to  us  frogs, 

You  damn’d,  young,  good-for-nothing  dogs  f 
But  that  they  are  fo  hard, — they  break  our  bones.53 

Peter  !  thou  mark’ll;  the  meaning  of  this  fable— 

So  put  thy  Pegafus  into  the  liable  ; 

Nor  wanton,  thus  with  cruel  pride, 

Mad,  Jehu-1  ike,  o’er  harmlefs  people  ride. 

To  drop  the  metaphor — the  Fair 
Whofe  works  thy  Mule  forbore  to  fpare, 

Is  blell  with  talents  Envy  muft  approve  ; 

And  didft  thou  know  her  heart,  thou’dil  fav— * 
46  Perdition  catch  the  idle  lay  !” 

Then  flrike  thy  lyre  to  Innocence  and  Love. 

«  Poh  !  poh !  cry’d  Satire,  with  a  fraile, 

Where  is  the  glorious  freedom  od  our  ilk*,. 

If  not  permitted  to  call  names  ?” 
Methought  the  argument  had  weight— 

Was  logical,  conciulive,  neat ;  — 

So  once  more  forth,  volcanic  Peter  names  ! 


To  G  Y  N  T  H  I  A, 

[From  the  fame  Publication.] 

OThou  !  whofe  love-infpiring  air 

Delights,  yet  gives  a  thoufand  woes ; 
My  day  declines  in  dark  defpair. 

And  night  hath  loll  her  fweet  repole  ; 

Yet  who,  alas  S  like  me  was  blell, 

To  others,  ere  thy  charms  were  known  j 
When  Fancy  told  my  raptur’d  bread, 

That  Cynthia  fmii’d  on  me  alone. 

.  *  Mrs.  Cofway. 
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Nymph  of  my  foul !  forgive  my  fighs, 

Forgive  the  jealous  tires  I  feel ; 

Nor  blame  the  trembling  wretch,  who  dies 
When  others  to  thy  beauties  kneel. 

Lo!  theirs  is  ev’ry  winning  art, 

With  Fortune’s  gifts — unknown  to  me  f 
I  only  boaft  a  Ample  heart, 

In  love  with  Innocence  and  Thee, 


PETER  PINDAR’S  moll  wholefome  ADVICE  to  LANDSCAPE- 

PAINTERS. 

[From  the  fame  Publication,} 

■ 

WHATE’ER  your  wifh,  in  landfcape  to  excels 
London’s  the  very  place  to  mar  it ; 

Believe  the  oracles  I  tell, 

There’s  very  little  landfcape  in  a  garret. 

Whate’er  the  flocks  of  fleas  you  keep, 

’Tis  badly  copying  them  for  goats  and  flieep  ~ 

And,  if  you’ll  take  the  poet’s  honeft  word, 

A  bug  mud  make  a  miferable  bird. 

A  rufh-light  winking  in  a  bottle’s  neck, 

Ill  reprefents  the  glorious  orb  of  morn  ; 

Nay,  tho’  it  were  a  candle  with  a  wick, 

’Two u Id  be  a  reprefentative  forlorn, 

I  think  too,  that  a  man  would  be  a  fool, 

For  trees,  to  copy  legs  of  a  joint-ftool  ; 

Or  ev’n  by  them  to  reprefent  a  flump  : 

As  alfo  broom-flicks,— which  tho’  well  he  rig 
Each  with  an  old  fox-colour’d  wig, 

Mult  make  a  very  poor  autumnal  clump. 

You’ll  fay— a  Yet  luch  ones,  oft  a  perfon  fees 
In  many  an  artift’a  trees  ; 

And  in  fome  paintings,  we  have  all  beheld  ; 

Green  bays  hath  furely  fat  for  a  green  field ; 

Bolflers  for  mountains,  hills,  and  wheaten  mows  ; 

Cats  for  ram-goats  ; —  and  curs,  for  bulls  and  cows,” 

All  this,  ray  lads,  I  freely  grant; 

But  better  things  from  you  1  want. 

As  Shakfpeare  fays,  (a  bard  I  much  approve) 

Lift,  lift,  Oh!  lift,’ — if  thou  dofl  Painting  love. 

Claude  painted  in  the  open  air  !— 

Therefore  to  Wales  at  once  repair  ; 

Where  fee nes  of  true  magnificence  you’ll  find  ; 

Befide* 
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Befides  this  great  advantage — if  in  debt, 
You *11  have  w  th  creditors  no  tete-a-tete  : 

So  leave  the  bul  dog  bailiffs  all  behind  ; 
Who  hunt  you,  with  what  nofe  they  may, 
Muff  hunt  for  needles  in  a  ftack  of  hay. 


Tffe  SOUTH  SEA  ISLANDERS  COMPASSIONATED,  but 

chiefly  OMAI. 

fFroin  the  u  Talk,**  in  the  Second  Volume  of  Mr.  Cqwper’s  Poems.] 

Ex  V*N  the  favor’d  ifles 

j  So  lately  found,  although  the  conffant  fun 
Cheer  all  their  leafons  with  a  grateful  fmile, 

Can  boaff  but  little  virtue  ;  and  inert 
Through  plenty,  lofe  in  morals  what  they  gain 
In  manners,  victims  of  luxurious  eafe. 

Thefe  theref  re  I  can  pity,  placed  remote 
From  all  that  fcience  traces,  art  invents. 

Or  infpiration  teaches  ;  and  inclofed 
In  boundlefs  oceans  never  to  be  pars’d 
By  navigators  uninformed  as  they. 

Or  plough’d  perhaps  by  Britifli  bark  again* 

But  far  beyond  the  reft,  and  with  mod  caufe. 

Thee,  gentle  fhvage  *,  whom  no  love  of  thee 
Or  thine,  but  curiolity  perhaps, 

Or  elfe  vain-glory,  prompted  us  to  draw 
Forth  from  thy  native  bow’rs,  to  (how  thee  here 
With  what  fuperior  fkill  we  can  abitfe 
The  gifts  of  Providence,  and  fquander  life. 

The  dream  is  pad.  And  thou  haft  found  again 
Thy  cocoas  and  bananas,  palms  and  yams, 

And  homeftall  thatch’d  with  leaves.  But  haft  thou  found 
Their  former  charms  ?  And  having  feen  our  ftate, 

Our  palaces,  our  ladies,  and  our  pomp 
Of  equipage,  our  gardens,  and  our  fports. 

And  heard  our  mufic  ;  are  thy  Ample  friends. 

Thy  Ample  fare,  and  all  thy  plain  delights, 

As  dear  to  thee  as  once  >  And  have  thy  joys 
Loft  nothing  by  comparifon  with  ours  ? 

Kude  as  thou  art  (for  we  return'd  thee  rude 
And  ignorant,  except  of  outward  (how) 

I  cannot  think  thee  yet  fo  dull  of  heart 

And  fpiritlefs,  as  never  to  regret 

Sweets  tailed  here,  and  left  as  foon  as  known* 

Meihinks  I  fee  thee  Arayirg  on  the  beach, 

And  alking  of  the  furge  that  bathes  thy  foot, 
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If  ever  It  has  wafh’d  our  diftant  (here. 

I  fee  thee  weep,  and  thine  are  honed  tears* 

A  patriot’s  for  his  country*  Thou  art  fad 
At  thought  of  her  forlorn  and  abjedt  (rate* 

From  which  no  power  of  thine  can  raife  her  up. 

Thus  Fancy  paints  thee,  and  though  apt.  to  err, 

Perhaps  errs  little,  when  (lie  paints  thee  thus. 

She  tells  me  too  that  duly  ev’ry  morn 

Thou  climb’ll  the  mountain  top,  with  eager  eye 

Exploring  far  and  wade  the  wat’ry  waile 

For  fight  of  fhip  from  England.  Ev’ry  fpeck 

Seen  in  the  dim  horizon  turns  thee  pale 

With  conflict  of  contending  hopes  and  fears. 

But  comes  at  lad  the  dull  and  dulky  eve, 

And  fends  thee  to  thy  cab  n,  well  prepar’d 
Tod  ream  all  night  of  what  the  day  denied* 

Alas!  expect  it  not.  We  found  no  bait 
To  tempt  us  in  thy  country.  Doing  good, 

Dilinte  relied  good,  is  not  our  trade. 

We  travel  far,  ’tit.  true,  but  not  for  nought, 

And  mull  be  brib’d  to  compais  earth  again 
By  other  hopes  and  richer  fruits  than  yours. 

•  v ,  - 

DETESTATION  of  SLAVERY, 

[From  the  fame  Poem,] 

OH  for  a  lodge  in  fome  va(l  wildernefs, 

Some  boundlefs  contiguity  of  fhade, 

Where  rumour  of  oppreffion  and  deceit, 

Of  imfuccefsful  or  fuccefsful  war, 

Might  never  reach  me  more.  My  ear  is  pain’d, 

My  foul  is  lick  with  ev’ry  day’s  report 
Of  wrong  and  outrage  with  which  earth  is  till’d. 

There  is  no  fiefh  in  man’s  obdurate  heart, 

It  does  not  feel  for  man.  The  nat’ral  bond 
Of  brotherhood  is  fever’d  as  the  flax 
That  falls  afunder  at  the  touch  of  lire. 

He  finds  his  fellow  guilty  of  a  Ikin 
Not  colour’d  like  his  own,  and  having  pow’r 
T’inforce  the  wrong,  for  fuch  a  worthy  caufe 
Dooms  and  devotes  him  as  his  lawful  prey. 

Lands  interfered  by  a  narrow  frith 
Abhor  each  other.  Mountains  interpofed, 

Make  enemies  of  nations  who  had  elfe 
Like  kindred  drops  been  mingled  into  one. 

Thus  man  devotes  his  brother,  and  deftroys ; 

And  worfe  than  all,  and  moll  to  be  deplored, 

As  human  nature’s  broadeft,  fouled  blot, 
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Chains  him,  and  talks  him,  and  cxa&s  his  fweat 
With  ftripes,  that  mercy  with  a  bleeding  heart 
Weeps  when  die  fees  inflidted  on  a  bead. 

Then  what  is  man  ?  And  what  man  feeing  this. 

And  having  human  feelings,  does  not  blulh 
And  hang  his  head,  to  think  himfelf  a  man  ? 

I  would  not  have  a  Have  to  till  my  ground, 

To  carry  me,  to  fan  me  while  I  Deep, 

And  tremble  when  I  wake,  for  all  the  wealth 
That  finews  bought  and  fold  have  ever  earn’d* 

No  :  dear  as  freedom  is,  and  in  my  heart’s 
Juft  eftimation'p-riz’d  above  ail  price, 

I  had  much  rather  be  myfelf  the  (lave, 

And  wear  the  bonds,  than  fallen  them  on  him. 

We  have  no  (laves  at  home — Then  why  abroad  ? 

And  they  themfelves  once  ferried  o’er  the  wave. 

That  parts  us,  are  emancipate  and  loos’d. 

Slaves  cannot  breathe  in  England  ;  if  their  lungs 
Receive  our  air,  that  moment  they  are  free, 

They  touch  our  country,  and  their  (hackles  fall. 
That’s  noble,  and  befpeaks  a  nation  proud 
And  jealous  of  the  bleffing.  Spread  it  then, 

And  let  it  circulate  through  ev’ry  Vein 

Of  all  your  empire.  That  where  Britain’s  power 

Is  felt,*  mankind  may  feel  her  mercy  too. 

SICIL  AN  EARTH  QJJ  AKES, 

[From  the  fame  Poem.] 

A  LAS  for  Sicily  !  rude  fragments  now 

Lie  fcatter’d  where  the  fhapely  column  flood. 

Her  palaces  are  duft.  In  all  her  ftreets 
The  voice  of  finging  and  the  fprightly  chord 
Are  filent  Revelry,  and  dance,  and  (how 
Suffer  a  fyncope  and  folemn  paufe, 

While  God  performs  upon  the  trembling  ftage 
Of  his  own  works,  his  dreadful  part  alone. 

How  does  the  earth  receive  him  ?- — With  what  figns 
Of  gratulation  and  delight,  her  king  ? 

Pours  file  not  all  her  choiceft  fruits  abroad. 

Her  fweeteft  flow’rs,  her  aromatic  gums, 

Difclofing  paradife  where’er  he  treads  ? 

She  quakes  at  his  approach.  Her  hollow  womb, 
Conceiving  thunders  through  a  thoufand  deeps 
And  fiery  caverns,  roars  beneath  his  foot. 

The  hills  move  lightly  and  the  mountains  fmoke. 

For  he  has  touch’d  them.  From  th*  extreme!!  point 
Of  elevation  down  into  th’abyfs. 
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His  wrath  is  .bufy  and  his  frown  is  felt. 

The  rocks  fall  headlong  and  the  vallies  rife. 

The  rivers  die  into  ottenfive  pools, 

And,  charged  with  putrid  verdure,  breathe  a  grofs 
And  mortal  nuilanpe  into  all  the  air. 

What  i  lid  ua-,  transformation  it  range 
Grows  fluid,  and  the.flxt  and  rooted  earth 
Tormented  into  billows  heaves  and  lwells, 

Or  with  vertiginous  and  hideous  whirl 
Sucks  down  its  prey  infatiable.  Immenfe 
T  he  tumult  and. the  .overthrow,  the  p  mgs 
And  agonies  of  human  and  of  brute 
Mul  itudes,  fugitive  on  ev’ry  fide. 

And  fugitive  in  vain.  The  fyl.van  feen© 

Migrates  uplifted,  an  1  with  all  its  loil 
Alighting  in  far  diflant  fields,  finds  out 
A  new  pofleffor,  and  fqrvi  ,-es  the  change. 

Ocean  has  caught  the  frenzy,  and  upwrougbt 
To  an  enormous  and  overbearing  height, 

Not  by  a  mighty  wind,  but  by  that  voice 
Which  winds  and  waves  obey,  invades  the  fliore 
Refifilefs.  Never  fuch  a  fudden  flood, 

Upridged To  high,  and  lent  on  fuch  a  charge, 

Pofl'els’d  an  inland  fcene.  Where  now  the  throng 
That  prefs’d  tbe.beaeh  'and  hally  to  depart, 

Look’d  to  the  fea  for  fafety  ?  .  They  are  gone, 

Gone  with  the  refluent  wave  into  the  deep, 

A  prince  with  half  his  people.  Ancient  towTs, 

And  roofs  embattled  high,  the  gloomy  feenes 
Where  beauty  oft  and  letter’d  worth  confume 
Life  in  the  unproductive  fliades  of  death, 

Fall  prone  ;  the  pale  inhabitants  come  forth* 

And,  happy  in  their  unforefeen  releafe 
From  all  the  rigors  of  reftraint,  enjoy 
The  terrors  of  the  day  that  fets  them  free. 

Who  then,  that  has  thee,  would  not  hold  thee  fait® 
Freedom  !  whom  they  that  lojfe  thee  fo  regret, 

That  ev’n  a  judgment  making  way  for  thee. 

Seems  in  their  eyes  a  mercy  for  thy  fake. 

DOMESTIC  LIFE  in  the  COUNTRY, 

[From  the  fame  Poem.] 

OH  friendly  to  the  beft  purfuits  of  man, 

Friendly  to  thought,  to  virtue,  and  to  peace, 
Domefiic  life,  in  rural  ieifure  pafs’d  ! 
few  know  thy  value,  and  few  talte  thy  fwsets, 

Though  many  boail  thy  favours,  and  aiTect 
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To  underhand  and  chufe  thee  for  their  own. 

But  foolifh  man  foregoes  his  proper  blifs 
Ev’n  as  his  firil  progenitor,  and  quits, 

Though  placed  in  paradife  (for  earth  has  flill 
Some  traces  of  her  youthful  beauty  left) 

Subftahtial  happinefs  for  tranfient  joy. 

Scenes  form’d  for  contemplation,  and  to  nurfe 
The  growing  feeds  of  wifdom  ;  that  fuggeft, 

By  ev’ry  pleafing  image  they  prefent. 

Reflections  fuch  as  meliorate  the  heart, 

Compofe  the  paffions,  and  exalt  the  mind  ; 

Scenes  fuch  as  thefe,  his  his  fupreme  delight 
To  fill  with  riot  and  defile  with  blood. 

Should  fome  contagion  kind  to  the  poor  brutes 
We  perfecute,  annihilate  the  tribes 
That  draw  the  fportfman  over  hill  and  dale 
Fearlefs,  and  rapt  away  from  ail  his  cares  ; 

Should  never  game-fowl  hatch  her  eggs  again, 

Nor  baited  hook  deceive  the  fines  eye  ; 

Could  pageantry,  and  dance,  and  feaft  and  fong 
Be  quell’d  in  all  our  fummer-month  retreats  ; 

How  many  felf-deluded  nymphs  and  fwains, 

Who  dream  they  have  a  tafle  for  fields  and  groves, 
Would  find  them  hideous  nurs’ries  of  the  lpleen. 
And  crowd  the  roads,  impatient  for  the  town  ! 

They  love  the  country,  and  none  elfe,  who  feek 
For  their  own  fake  its  lilence  and  its  fhade. 

Delights  which  who  would  leave,  that  has  a  heart 
Sufceptible  of  pity,  or  a  mind 
Cultured  and  capable  of  fober  thought. 

For  all  the  favage  din  of  the  fwift  pack 
And  clamours  of  the  field  ?  detefted  fport, 

That  owes  its  pleafures  to  another’s  pain, 

That  feeds  upon  the  fobs  and  dying  fhrieks 
Of  harmlefs  nature,  dumb,  but  yet  endued 
With  eloquence  that  agonies  infpire 
Of  filent  tears  and  heart-diitending  iighs ! 

V ain  tears,  alas  !  and  fighs  that  never  find 
A  correfponding  tone  in  jovial  fouls. 

Well— one  at  leaf:  is  fafe.  One  fhelter’d  hare 
Has  never  heard  the  fangu inary  yell 
Of  cruel  man,  exulting  in  her  woes. 

Innocent  partner  of  my  peaceful  home, 

Whom  ten  long  years  experience  of  my  care 
Has  made  at  laft’ familiar,  fhe  has  loft 
Much  of  her  vigilant  inftinCtive  dread, 

Not  needful  here,  beneath  a  roof  like  mine. 

Yes— thou  mayeil  eat  thy  bread,  and  lick  the  hand 
That  feeds  thee ;  thou  may ’it  frolic  on  the  floor 
At  evening,  and  at  night  retire  fecure 


To 


P  O  K  T  R  Y.  [i5i] 

To  thy  flraw  couch,  and  dumber  unalarm’d. 

For  I  have  gain’d  thy  confidence,  have  pledg’d 
A51  that  is  human  in  me,  to  protect 
Thine  unfufpedting  gratitude  and  lore. 

If  I  furvive  thee  I  will  dig  thy  grave, 

And  when  1  place  thee  in  it,  lighing  fay, 

I  knew  at  lead  one  hare  that  had  a  friend. 

How  various  his  employments,  whom  the  world 
Calls  idle,  and  who  juftty  in  return 
Efteems  that  bufy  world  an  idler  too  ! 

Friends,  books,  a  garden,  and  perhaps  his  pen, 

Delightful  indudry  enjoyed  at  home, 

And  nature  in  her  cultivated  trim 
Drefied  to  his  talle,  inviting  him  abroad— 

Can  he  want  occupation  who  has  thefe  ? 

Will  he  be  idle  who  has  much  t’  enjoy  ? 

Me,  therefore,  dudious  of  laborious  cafe. 

Not  llothful ;  happy  to  deceive  the  time. 

Not  wade  it ;  and  aware  that  human  life 
Is  but  a  loan  to  be  repaid  with  ufe, 

When  he  (hall  call  his  debtors  to  account, 

From  '.vhom  are  all  our  bleilings,  bus’nefs  finds 
Ev’n  here.  While  fedulous  I  leek  t’ improve, 

At  lead  negledt  not,  or  leave  unemploy’d, 

The  mind  he  gave  me  j  driving  it,  though  flack 
Too  oft,  and  much  impeded  in  its  work 
By  caufes  not  to  be  divulg’d  in  vain, 

To  its  jud  point  the  fervice  of  mankind. 

He  that  attends  to  his  interior  felf, 

That  has  a  heart  and  keeps  it  :  has  a  mind 
That  hungers,  and  fupplies  it ;  and  who  feeks 
A  focial,  not  a  difiipated  life, 

Has  bufinefs.  Feels  hirofelf  engag’d  t’  atchieve 
No  unimportant,  though  a  filent  talk. 

A  life  all  turbulence  and  noife,  may  fee  in 
To  him  that  leads  it,  wife  and  to  be  prais’d  ; 

But  wifdom  is  a  pearl  with  moll  fuccefs 
Sought  in  dill  water,  and  beneath  clear  Ikies. 

He  that  is  ever  occupied  in  ltorms, 

Or  dives  not  for  it,  or  brings  up  indead, 

Vainly  induftrious,  a  difgraceful  prize. 

The  morning  finds  the  felf-fequeder’d  man 
Frefh  for  his  talk,  intend  what  talk  he  may. 

Wrhether  inclement  feafcns  recommend 

His  warm  but  fimpie  home,  where  he  enjoys 

With  her  who  fhares  his  pleafures  and  his  heart, 

Sweet  converfe,  lipping  calm  the  fragrant  lymph 
Which  neatly  file  prepares  ;  then  to  his  book 
Well  chofen,  and  not  fullenly  perufed 
In  felfifh  filence,  but  imparted  oft 
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As  ought  occurs  that  fhe  may  {mild  to  Hear, 

Or  turn  to  nouriftiment,  digefted  well. 

Or  if  the  garden  with  its'  many  cares. 

All  well  repay’d,  demand  him,  he  attends' 

The  welcome  call,  confcious  hoxv  much  the  hafod 
Of  lubbard  labor  needs  his  watchful  eye, 

Oft  loit’ring  lazily  if  not  o’erfeen, 

Or  mifapplying  his  unfkilful  firength. 

Nor  does  he  govern  only  or  diredl, 

But  much  performs  himfelf.  No  works  indeed 
That  alk  robufi  tough  finews  bred  to  toil, 

Servile  employ— but  fuch  as  may  amufe, 

Not  tire,  demanding  rather  fkill  than  force. 

Proud  of  his  well-fpread  walls,  he  views  his  trees 
That  meet  (no  barren  interval  between) 

With  pleafure  more  than  ev’n  their  fruits  afford, 
Which,  fave  himfelf  who  trains  them,  none  can  feel, 
Thefe  therefore  are  his  own  peculiar  charge. 

No  meaner  hand  may  difeipline  the  (hoots, 

None  but  his  (feel  approach  them.  What  is  weak, 

Diftemper’d,  or  has  toft  prolific  powers 

Jmpair  d  by  age,  his  unrelenting  hand 

Dooms  to  the  knife.  Nor  does  he  fpare  the  foft 

And  fucculent  that  feeds  its  giant  growth 

But  barren,  at  ths  expence  of  neighboring  twigs 

Lefs  ofientatious,  and  vet  iludded  thick 

With  hopeful  gems.  The  reft,  no  portion  left 

That  may  difgrace  his  art,  or  difappoint 

Targe  expectation,  he  difpofes  neat 

At  meafurM  difiances,  that  air  and  fun 

Admitted  freely  may  afford  their  aid, 

And  ventilate  and  warm  the  fweSlmg  buds« 

Hence  fu miner  has  her  riches,  autumn  hence, 

And  hence  ev’n  winter  fills  his  wither’d  hand 
With  blufhing  fruits,  and  plenty  not  his  own. 

Fair  recompenfe  of  labour  well  bellow’d 
And  wife  precaution,  which  a  clime  fo  rude 
Makes  needful  ftill,  whofe  fpring  is  but  the  child 
Of  churlifh  winter,  in  her  frowatd  moods 
Difcov’ring  much  the  temper  of  her  fire. 

For  oft,  as  if  in  her  the  fiream  of  mild 
Maternal  nature  had  revers’d  its  courfe, 

She  brings  her  infants  forth  with  many  fmiles, 

But  once  delivered,  kills  them  with  a  frown. 

He,  therefore,  timely  warm’d,  himlelf  fupplies. 

Her  want  of  care,  fereening  and  keeping  warm 
The  plenteous  bloom,  that  no  rough  blaft  may  fweep 
His  garlands  from  the  boughs.  Again,  as  oft 
As  the  fun  peeps  and  vernal  airs  breathe  mild, 

The  fence  withdrawn,  he  gives  them  ev’ry  beam, 

And  fp reads  his  hopes  before  the  blaze  of  day* 
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MORNING,  or  the  COMPLAINT.  An  American  Eclogue. 

£By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gregory.] 

FAR  from  the  favage  bandit’s  fierce  alarms, 

Or  diftant  din  of  horrid  defpot’s  arms, 

Tho’  Pennfylvania  boafts  her  peaceful  plain. 

Yet  there  in  blood  her  petty  tyrants  reign. 

With  waving  pines  tho’  vocal  woods  be  crown’d, 

And  fiream-fed  vales  with  living  wealth  abound, 

To  golden  fields  tho’  rip’ning  rays  defcend, 

With  blufhing  fruit  tho’  loaded  branches  bend  ; 

To  thofe  who  ne’er  mud  freedom’s  blefiings  tafte, 

’Tis  barren  all,  ’tis  all  a  worthlefs  wade. 

While  hoarfe  the  cataradl  murmur’d  on  the  gale, 

And  chilling  dews  fwept  through  the  murky  dale  ; 

Along  the  hills  the  dil'mal  temped  howl’d. 

And  lightnings  flafli’d,  and  deep  the  thunder  roll’d  ; 

Beneath  a  leaflefs  tree,  ere  morn  arofe, 

The  Have  Adala  thus  laments  his  woes : 

Ye  gridy  fpedlres,  gather  round  my  feat. 

From  caves  unbled,  that  wretches  groans  repeat ! 

Terrific  forms,  from  midy  lakes  arife  ! 

And  bloody  meteors  threaten  thro’  the  Ikies  ! 

Oh  curs’d  dedroyers  of  our  haplefs  race. 

Of  human  kind  the  terror  and  difgrace! 

Lo  !  hofts  of  du Iky  captives,  to  my  view, 

Demand  a  deep  revenge  !  demand  their  due  ! 

And  frowning  chiefs  now  dart  athwart  the  gloom, 

And  o’er  the  fait  lea  wave  pronounce  your  doom,— 

But  Gods  are  juft,  and  oft  the  ftroke  forbear, 

To  plunge  the  guilty  in  tenfold  defpair. 

Lift  high  the  fcourge,  my  foul  the  rack  difdains ; 

I  pant  for  freedom  and  my  native  plains  ! 

With  limbs  benumb  d  my  poor  companions  lie  ; 

Opprefs’d  by  pain  and  want  the  aged  figh  ; 

Thro’  reedy  huts  the  driving  tempeft  pours, 

Their  feftering  wounds  receive'the  fickly  fhowr’s ; 

In  mad'ning  draughts  our  lords  their  fenfes  deep, 

And  doom  their  Haves  to  ftripes  and  death  in  fleep  : 

Now,  while  the  bitter  blaft  furrounds  my  head, 

To  times  long  pad  my  reftlefs  foul  is  led, 

Far,  far  beyond  the  azure  hills,  to  groves 
Of  ruddy  fruit,  where  beauty  fearlpfs  roves— 

O  blilsful  feats !  O  felf-approving  joys  ! 

Nature’s  plain  dilates!  ignorance  of  vice! 

O  guiltlefs  hours !  Our  cares  and  wants  were  few. 

No  arts  of  luxury,  or  deceit  we  knew. 

Our  labour,  fport — to  tend,  our  cottage  care. 

Or  from  the  palm  the  lufcious  juice  prepare;. 
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To  fit,  indulging  love’s  delufive  dream, 

And  {hare  the  lilver  tenants  of  the  ftream  ; 

Or  (nobler  toil!)  to  aim  the  deadly  blow 
With  dextrous  art  again!!  the  fpotted  foe  ; 

O  days  with  youthful  daring  mark’d  !  —  ’twas  then 
I  dragg’d  the  fhaggy  monfler  from  his  den, 

And  boldly  down  the  rocky  mountain’s  fide, 

Hurl’d  the  grim  panther  in  the  foaming  tide. 

Our  healthful  fports  a  daily  feaft  afford, 

And  ev’n  Oil!  found  us  at  the  focial  board. 

Can  I  forget  ?  Ah  me  !  the  fatal  day, 

When  half  the  vale  of  peace  was  fwept  away  ! 

Th’  affrighted  maids  in  vain  the  Gods  implore, 

And  weeping  view  from  far  the  happy  fhore  ; 

The  frantic  dames  impatient  ruffians  feize. 

And  infants  fhriek,  and  clafp  their  mothers’  knees  ; 
With  galling  fetters  foon  their  limbs  are  bound, 

And  groans  throughout  the  noifome  bark  refound* 
Why  was  I  bound  !  Why  did  not  Whydah  fee 
Adala  gain  or  death  or  victory  I 
No  horms  aafe,  no  waves  revengeful  roar. 

To  dafh  the  monfters  on  our  injur’d  fhore. 

I^png  o’er  the  foaming  deep  to  worlds  unknown. 

By  envious  winds  the  bulky  veffel’s  blown, 

While  by  difeafe  and  chains  the  weak  expire, 

Or  parch’d  endure  the  flow  coufuming  lire. 

Who’d  in  this  land  of  many  forrows  Jive, 

Where  death’s  the  only  comfort  tyrants  give  ? 
Tyrants  unbleft!  Each  proud  of  drift  command, 
Nor  age  nor  ficknefs  holds  the  iron  hand  ; 

Whole  hearts,  in  adamant  involv’d,  defpife 
The  drooping  females  tears,  the  infants  cries, 

From  whole  ftern  brows  no  grateful  look  o’erbeams, 
Whofe  blufhlefs  front  nor  rape  nor  murder  fhames. 

. — Nor  all  I  blame,  tor  Naftal,  friend  to  peace, 

Thro’  his  wide  paitures  bids  oppreffion  ceafe ;  * 

No  drivers  goad,  no  galling  fetters  bind. 

Nor  ftern  compuliion  damps  th’  exalted  mind* 

There  ftrong  Areona’s  fated  to  enjoy 
Domeftic  fweets,  and  rear  his  progeny  ; 

To  till  his  glebe  employs  Arcona  scare, 

To  Naftafts  God  he  nightly  makes  his  pray’r  ; 

His  mind  at  eafe,  of  Chriftian  truths  he’ll  boaft— 

He  has  no  wife,  no  lovely  offspring  loft. 

Gay  his  favannah  blooms,  whiife  mine  appears 
Scorch’d  up  with  heat,  or  moift  with  blood  and  tears* 
Cheerful  his  hearth  in  chilling  winter  burns, 

While  to  the  fform  the  fad  Adah  mourns. 


*  The  Quakers  in  America  have  fet  free  all  their  Negroes,  and  allow  them  wages 
as  othsr  fervants. 
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Lift  high  the  fcourge,- my  foul  the  rack  difdains ; 

I  pant  for  freedom  and  my  nati  ve  plains  1 
Shall  I  his  holy  prophet’s  aid  implore, 

.And  wait,  for  juftice  on  another  fhore  ? 

Or  milling  down  yon  mountain’s  craggy  deep, 

End  all  my  forrows  in  the  fallen  deep  ? 

A  cliff  there  hangs  in  yon  grey  morning  cloud. 

The  dafhing  wave  beneath  roars  harih  and  loud---* 

But  doubts  and  fears  involve  my  anxious  mind, 

The  gulf  of  death  once  pal’s’d  what  fhore  we  find? 
Dubious,  if  fent  beyond  th’  expanded  main. 

This  foul  fhatl  feek  its  native  realms  again; 

Or  if  in  gdoonry;  mills  condemn’d  to  lie, 

O  •  X  •  •  " 

Beyond  the  limits  of  yon  arching  Iky, 

A  better  profited  oft  my  fpirit  cheers, 

And  in  my  d  earns  the  vale  of  peace  appears. 

And  fleeting  vifions  of  my  former  life, 

My  hoary  lire  I  clafp,  my  lung-loft  wife. 

And  oft  I  kif's  my  gentle  ba’  es  in  ileep, 

Till  with  the  founding  whip  I’m  wak’d  to  weep. 

Lift  high  rhe  fcourge,  my  foul  the  rack  difdains  • 
I  pant  for  freedom  and  my  native  plains. 

Chiefs  of  the  earth,  and  monarchs  of  the  fea. 

Who  vaunt  your  hardy  anceftors  were  free  ; 

Whofe  teachers  plead  th’  opprefs’d  and  injur’d’s  caufe. 
And  prove  the  wifdom  of  your  prophet’s  laws; 

To  force  and  fraud  if  juftice  mull  give  place, 

You’re  dragg’d  to  (lavery  by  fome  rougher  race. 

Some  rougher  race  your  flocks  fliall  force  away, 

Like  Afric’s  fons  your  children  muft  obey  ; 

The  very  Gods  that  view  our  conftant  toil, 

Shall  fee  your  offspring  till  a  ruder  foil. 

The  pain  of  third  and  pinching  hunger  know. 

And  all  the  torments  that  from  bondage  flow. 

When,  far  remov'd  from  Chrillian  worlds  we  prove, 
The  fweets  of  peace,  the  lading  joys  of  love. 

But  hark!  the  whip’s  harfh  echo  thro’  the  trees* 

On  every  trembling  limb  frefli  horrors  feiie— 

Alas]  ’tis  morn,  and  here  I  lit  alone — 

Be  ftrong,  my  foul,  and  part  without  a  groan! 
Ruffians  proceed  !  Adala  ne’er  lhall  fwerve, 

Prepare  the  rack,  and  drain  each  aching  nerve  ! 

Lift  high  the  fcourge,  my  foul  the  rack  difdains  ; 
I  pant  for  freedom  and  my  native  plains. 

Thou  God,  who  glid’d  with  light  the  riling  dap! 
Who  life  difpenfed  by  thy  genial  ray ! 

Will  thy  flow  vengeance  never,  never  fall. 

But  undi ding u idl’d  favour  fliine  on  all  ? 

O  hear  a  fuppliant  wretch’s  lad,  fad  pray’r  f 
Dart  lierced  rage  !  infedt  the  ambient  air  j 
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This  pallid  race,  whofe  hearts  are  bound  in  deel, 

Bv  dint  of  fuflering  teach  them  how  to  feel. 

*  Or  to  fome  defpot’s  lawlefs  will  betray’d, 

Give  them  to  know  what  wretches  they  have  made  l  ; 
Beneath  the  lafh  let  them  refign  their  breath, 

Or  court,  in  chains,  the  clay-cold  hand  of  death. 

Or,  word  of  ills !  within  each  callous  bread, 

Cberifh  uncurb’d  the  dark  internal  ped, 

Bid  av’rice  fwell  with  undiminifn’d  rage, 

While  no  new  worlds  th’  accurfed  third  atTuage; 

Then  bid  the  monders  on  each  other  turn, 

The  fury  palBons  in  diforder  burn  ; 

Bid  discord  dourifh,  civil  crimes  increafe, 

Kor  one  fond  wifh  arife  that  pleads  for  peace— 

Till  with  their  crimes  in  wild  confufion  hurl’d. 

They  wake  t’  eternal  anguilh  in  a  future  world  *. 

EVENING,  or  the  FUGITIVE.  An  American  Eclogue, 

[By  the  fame  Gentleman.] 

Mombaze,  Zamboia  with  a  Child, 


Mombaze. 

SAY  whither,  wand’rer,  points  thy  cheerlefs  way, 
When  length’ning  {hades  announce  the  clofe  of 
In  yon  wild  wade  no  friendly  roof  thou’lt  find, 

The  haunt  of  ferpents,  and  the  favage  kind.— 

And  fure  rememb’rance  mocks  me,  or  I  trace 
In  thine  the  lembiance  of  Zamboia’s  face  ? 

Yet  fcarce  thyfelf!  for  in  thy  alter’d  eye, 

I  read  the  records  of  hard  dediny. — 

From  thy  rack’d  bofom  fighs  that  ceafelefs  flow, 

A  man  befpeak  thee,  exercis’d  in  woe. 

Say,  then,  what  chance  has  burft  thy  rigid  chains. 
Has  led  thee  frantic  o’er  thefe  didant  plains  ? 

What  potent  forrows  can  thy  peace  infed  ? 

What  crimes  conceal’d  prey  on  thy  anxious  bread  ? 


Zameoia. 

No  crimes  this  heart  infed,  this  hand  defile, 

Or  frantic  drive  me  o’er  a  foreign  foil. 

A  murder’d  wife,  and  wrongs  unmatch’d  I  mourn, 
And  buried  joys,  that  never  {hall  return'! 

If,  then,  thou’rt  tempted  by  the  traitor’s  meed, 
Take  this  poor  life,  and  profper  by  the  deed  ! 


*  This  Eclogue  was  written  duriag  the  American  war. 
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Mot^baze. 

Not  tli e  rich  produce  of  Angola’s  ihore, 

Not  all  the  miber’s  heap’d  and  glittering  {lore. 

Not  all  that  pride  would  grafp,  or  pomp  difplay, 

Should  tempt  this  hand  the  wretched  to  betray. 

No  traitors  dwell  uithin  this  bled  domain. 

The  friends  of  peace  we  live,  a  guilelefs  train. 

Grief  dims  thy  eye,  or  gladly  would’d  thou  fee 
Thy  lov’d  Mombaze  yet  furvives  in  me. 

Can’ll  thou  forget  ?  1  taught  thy  youth  to  dare  . 

The  f.  Ivan  herd,  and  wage  the  defp’rate  war  5 
Can’ll  thou  forget  ?  One  common  lot  we  drew. 

With  thee  inehain’d,  a  captive’s  fate  I  knew  : 

Ditlrull  me  not,  but  unreferv’d  difclofe 
The  anxious  tale  that  in  thy  bofom  glows  j 
To  part  our  griefs  is  oft  to  mitigate, 

And  focial  borrows  blunt  the  darts  of  fate. 

Zambqia. 

Dear  to  my  fight  that  form,  and  doubly  dear 
Thy  well-known  accents  meet  Zamboia’s  ear. 

Oh  !  had  I  died,  and  left  the  name  of  Have 
Deep,  deep  entomb’d  within  an  early  grave  1 
Oh  !  had  I  died,  e’er  ruthlefs  fates  con  drain. 

With  thee  enthrall’d,  to  crofs  the  wedern  main! 

Oh!  to  have  met  a  glorious  death  in  arms. 

And  ne’er  beheld  Melinda’s  fatal  charms ! 

Time  would  be  fhort,  and  memory  would  fail* 

To  dwell  didinCtly  on  the  various  tale..- — 

Tedious  to  tell  what  treach’rous  arts  were  try’d, 

To  booth  the  fmart  of  dill  revolting  pride.— 

I  liv’d,  and  lov’d — Then  ki-fs’d  the  fatal  chain  g 
No  joy  but  one  to  cheer  a  life  of  pain. — 

Yet  witnels  bear,  thou  dear  departed  ghod, 

That  lonely  rov’d  thy  Gambia’s  lacred  coaft  ! 

How  bweet  the  toil  that  met  the  morning’s  ray, 

How  light  the  labour  that  o’er-laded  day  ! 

The  reed-built  hovel,  and  the  bcanty  fare, 

Imperial  blibs  could  give,  Melinda  there! 

Soft  was  my  pillow,  on  thy  gentle  bread. 

When  o’er  prebs’d  Nature  droop’d  in  want  of  red! 

And  if  a  rebel  tear  dibgrac’d  my  eye, 

Thine  was  the  tear,  and  thine  the  burding  figh. 

Blibs  I  could  boait,  unenvied  had  it  pafs’d, 

But  biibs  too  great  for  haplefs  daves  to  lad. 

A  wretch,  who  banifh’d  from  his  native  clime. 

Defil’d  with  many  a  black  and  mondrous  crime. 

Prebided  o’er  us,  and  with  iron  hand 
field  ravage  fway  o’er  all  the  bervile  band. 

In 
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In  him  each  b&llifh  pafjlon  rudely  glow’d, 

And  cruelty  in  him  moft  cruel  fhew’d. 

Him  lull  infernal,  one  fad  ev’ning,  led 
T’  invade  the  chafbenefs  of  my  jfaarriage  bed  : 

I  chanc’d  t’approach — the  caitiff  I  furpriz’d— • 

My  wife  preferv’jd,  and  had  his  guilt  cnaftis’d, 

While  full  with  vengeance  boji’d  my  wounded  heart—™ 
But  chance  referv’d  him  for  a  bafer  part. 

Meanwhile  o’erjoy-M  that  vice  e’en  once  had  fail’d, 

I  blefs’d  the  gods  that  innocence  prevail’d. 

The  baffled  villain,  now  a  foe  profefs’d, 

Rolls  fcenes  of  blood  within  his  rankling  bread: ; 

With  coward  arts  he  forg’d  a  crafty  tale  ; 

Aqd  hands  unrighteous  poize  the  partial  fcale. 

Imputed  crimes  to  crufh  the  weak  fuffice, 

Hearfay  is  guilt,  and  damning  fadl  furmife. 

Where  uncurb’d  will  ufurps  the  place  of  laws, 

No  friendly  pleader  takes  the  wretch’s  caufe. 

Our  tyrant’s  fears  each  want  of  proof  fupply’d, 

We  Hand  condemn’d,  unqueition’d,  and  untry’d. 

Oh !  had  the  grief  and  fhame  been  all  my  own, 

And  the  black  vengeance  lit  on  me  alone  ! 

But  harilier  fates, a  harder  curfe  decreed  ; 

Thefe  eyes  were  doom’d  to  fee  Melinda  bleed, 

I  faw  her  by  relentlefs,  ruffians  bound. 

The  brandifh’d  fcourge  inflidl  the  mortal  wound, 

Her  tender  frame  abus’d,  and  mangled  o’er, 

I  faw  her  welt’ring  in  a  flood  of  gore. 

The  murd’rous  fcene  had  foon  a  dreadful  clofe — 

And  do  I  live  !  and  can  i  fpeak  my  woes  ! 

Her  pregnant  womb  no  longer  could  fulfain 
The  public  fhame,  and  agony  of  pain  ; 

A  birth  abortive  robb’d  her  of  her  breath, 

And  pangs  convuHive  feal’d  her  eyes  in  death. 

One  only  pledge  my  weary  foul  detains, 

This  haplefs  infant,  all  that  now  remains  ; 

The  mournful  image  of  my  once  lov’d  wife, 

And  ties  me  down  awhile  to  hated  life. 

Fife  this  bold  hand  fliould  liberty  re  If  ore, 

And  my  rapt  fpirit  feek  a  happier  fhore. 

Thro’  devious  paths  with  timid  ha  fie  we  fly, 

Where  yon  blue  mountains  meet  the  bending  fky»— « 
Nor  ferpents  haunts  I  dread,  nor  defarts  drear, 

The  mafter-favage,  Man,  alone  I  fear. 

Momeaze. 

Since  from  our  native  realms  eompell’d  to  part, 
Such  pointed  forrows  have  not  touch’d  my  heart. 
Infatiate  plunderers  !  could  it  not  fuffiee 
To  fend,  inhuman,  all  the  focial  ties  ! 
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From  guiltlefs  joys,  that  blefs’d  our  native  foil, 

JDragg’d  to  a  life  of  mifery  and  toil ; 

Would  you  yet  take  the  little  God  has  giv’n, 

And  intercept  the  gracious  dews  of  Heav’n  ! 

Your  rage  for  blood,  wild  as  your  third  of  gain* 

Shall  no  refpecfs,  not  truths  divine,  rei'traia  ! 

The  eternal  fabric  can  a  name  undo  ? 

Is  rape  and  murder  fancdified  in  you  ? 

And  us,  what  laws,  as  impious  as  fevere, 

Forbid  the  common  rights  of  man  to  fliare  ? 

Pidft  thou,  creative  Power  !  thy  views  confine  ? 

For  one  proud  race  the  fpacious  earth  delign  ? 

For  them  alone  does  plenty  deck  the  vale, 

Blufh  in  the  fruit,  and  tinge  the  fcented  gale  ? 

For  them  the  feafons  all  their  fweets  unfold  ? 

Blooms  the  frelli  rofe,  and  dunes  the  waving  gold  ? 

O  no,  all  bounteous  is  thy  equal  hand, 

And  thy  fix’d  laws  irrevocable  Hand  ! 

Haplefs  Zamboia  !  had  it  been  thy  fate 
With  me  to  lhare  my  more  propitious  Hate ; 

Thy  foul  had  breath’d  no  impious  wiHi  to  die, 

Nor  the  big  tear  had  trembled  in  thine  eye. 

Disjoined  from  thee,  I  too  to  flavery  went  ; 

But  Heaven  a  father,  not  a  mailer,  lent.— 

He  feems,  as  Virtue’s  felt  in  mortal  guile, 

Tho’  wealthy,,  fimple,  and  tho’  model!,  wife. 

Blelf  be  the  hand  that  life  and  freedom  gave ! 

That  pow  r  can  boafr,  exerted  but  to  lave ! 

Bled  the  fage  tongue,  that  flor’d  the  vacant  mind! 

The  manners  foften’d,  and  the  heart  refin’d  ! 

That  Hill  to  Heaven’s  unerring  didates  true, 

Eternal  truth  unfolded  to  our  view  ! 

But  come  !  thy  faint  and.  weary  limbs  repofe, 

Forgetful  of  thy  fears,  thy  griefs  compofe  ; 

By  morning’s  dawn  with  earned  foot  I  fpeed, 

,Nor  deep  thefe  eyes  till  I  behold  thee  freed. 

Some  wealth  I  have,  and  did  I  prize  it  more, 

Well  {pared  for  this  I  deem  the  lacred  Here. 

So  talk’d  thefe  friends,  and  to  the  cottage  hade  3 
While  fad  Zamboia  his  purfuers  trac’d  ; 

The  ruffian  band  arred  the  haplefs  Twain, 

And  pray’rs  and  tears  and  promifes  are  vain  * 

Their  vengeful  fervour,  no — not  gifts  abate  ; 

But  bound  in  chains,  they  drag  him  to  hi$  fate  *. 

*  A  higher  reward  is  generally  offered  for  the  head  of  a  fugitive  Negro,  than  for 
Bringing  him  alive. 
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EFFUSIONS  on  quitting  an  ACADEMIC  LIFE. 
[An  original  Communication.] 

Sere  fefjncitur  tellus,  ubi,  fune  foluto, 

Cttrrit  in  imrnenfum  panda  carina  falum.  Ovid. 

ADIEU,  ye  facred  walls,  ye  lofty  tow’rs, 

Imperial  Learning’s  venerable  feats  ! 

Reludlant  now  I  quit  your  peaceful  bow’rs, 

Your  happy  manfions,  and  your  lov’d  retreats. 

Here  keen-ey’d  Science  plumes  her  daring  wing; 

Vent’rous  fhe  here  effays  her  nobleft  flights  : 

H  ere,  in  each  claiiie  grove,  the  Mules  ling, 

And  nil  the  mind  with  innocent  delights. 

Grateful  I  Generate  thofe  honour’d  names, 

Who  patronis’d  fair  Learning’s  infant  caule  ; 

Who  nobly  dar’d  to  vindicate  her  claims 
To  juft  regard,  dili motion,  and  applaufe. 

?Midf  the  illuftrious  gfou-pe  an  Alfred  fhines ; 

Alfred  the  juft,  the  virtuous,  and  the  great  ; 

Who  mingled  with  the  wreath  that  conqueft  twines. 

The  cares  of  fcjence,  .and  the  toils  of  hate. 

Tho’  in  thefe  feats  dim  Superftition  reign’d, 

Clouding  each  mind,  unnerving  ev’ry  heart ; 

Tho’  monkilh  fraud  its  empire  here  maintain’d  ; 

And  wily  priefls  here  play’d  th’  impoflor’s  parti 

Tho’  here  dull  fchoolmen  vain  debate  purfu’d. 

And  the  free  mind  in  abjedt  fetters  bound  ; 

Tho’  with  thin  fophiflry,  and  jargon  rude, 

All  common  fenfe  they  labour’d  to  confound  : 

/ et  now  the  feene  in  difT ’rent  guife  appears  ; 

All  former  traces,  like  a  dream,  are  fled  ; 

Religion  now  a  liberal  afpedl  wears ; 

Now  genuine  Science  lifts  her  tow’ring  head. 

Devious  how  oft  in  tranquil  mood  I’ve  ftray’d, 

Where  Cherwell’s  placid  flream  irriguous  flows  5 
Where  His,  wand’ ring  thro’  the  dewy  mead. 

On  the  gay  plains  fertility  bellows. 

Oft  have  I  view’d,  immers’d  in  foothing  thought, 

Uprear’d  by  ancient  hands  the  maffy  pile; 

The  Gothic  turret  high,  the  Saxon  vault, 

The  painted  window,  and  the  lengthen’d  aile* 
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Achaian  models  too  I’ve  frequent  trac’d, 

Vi  here  genius  blazes  in  the  grand  delign  ; 

The  drudture  with  Corinthian  columns  grac’d, 

Where  Attic  tade  and  harmony  combine. 

Where  the  high  roof  attra&s  the  dndious  eye, 

The  roof  with  Rodley’s  rev’rend  name'  infcrib’d  ; 

Where  num’roys  tomes  in  claffic  order  lie, 

And  plenteous  dores  of  knowledge  arc  imbib’d  t 

How  oft,  well  pleas’d,  I’ve  turned  the  varied  page. 

My  mind  detach’d  from  ev’ry  futile  joy, 

From  giddy  varfities  that  life  engage, 

Follies  that  vex,  and  forrows  that  annoy. 

Forgot  each  bufy  care  of  active  life, 

Forgot  the  turmoils  of  the  public  fcene, 

Forgot  all  envy,  pride,  and  jealous  drife, 

1  he  darts  of  padion,  and  the  fits  of  fpleen  L 

Adieu,  ye  groves,  where  erd  I  wont  to  roam, 

Where  health  attends  the  clear  falubrious  air ; 

Retirement  left,  I  feek  a  did ’rent  home, 

And  to  the  gay  metropolis  repair. 

ACADEMICU& 


DOMESTIC 


E  *72  3 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE 

Of  the  Year  1785. 


IN  our  account  of  the  Theolo¬ 
gical  Publications  of  the  year 
1784,  we  omitted  taking  notice  of 
a  work  in  two  volumes,  o£tavo,  en¬ 
titled,  il  A  View  of  our  bieffed  Sa¬ 
viour’s  Minifhy,  and  the  Prpofs  of 
his  divine  Million  arifing  from 
thence.  Together  with  a  Charge, 
Differtations,  Sermons,  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Leitures.  By  the  late  Tho¬ 
mas  Randolph,  D.  D.  Archdeacon 
of  Oxford,  Preflderit  of  Corpus 
Chrifti  College,  and  Margaret  Pro- 
feffor  of  Divinity  in  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Oxford.’ *  The  eftimation 
in  which  Dr.  Randolph  was  held  as 
a  theological  difputant  is  well 
known.  We  have  had  occafion, 
in  fpeaking  of  the  domeftic  litera¬ 
ture  of  a  former  year,  to  pay  our 
tribute  of  refpeit  to  the  accuracy 
and  diligence  which  have  marked 
his  critical  labours.  Several  of  the 
pieces  in  the  prefent  volumes  have 
been  publillied  before.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  firfl  volume  is 
taken  up  by  a  view  of  our  blefled 
Saviour’s  miniflry,  and  the  proofs 
of  his  divine  million  ariling  from 
thence.  The  other  new  pieces  con- 
jftft  of  two  ingenious  differtations  on 
different  Pfalms,  and  Pyadedtiones 
Theological.  In  the  latter,  our 
author  engages  in  the  controverfy 
relating  to  the  divinity  of  Chrift, 
and  difcovers  the  fame  attachment, 
as  onformer  occafions,  to  the  creed 
which  is  commonly  deemed  ortho¬ 
dox.  This  fubjedt,  however,  hath 


been  fo  frequently  difcuffed  by  po¬ 
lemics,  that  the  reader  will  hot  ex¬ 
pect  any  thing  new  on  it  from  th'e 
pen  of  Dr.  Randolph  ;  or  that  it 
Hi  Quid  add  much  to  the  reputation 
of  his  critical  abilities. 

The  catalogue  of  the  prefent 
year’s  productions  presents  to  us,  as 
de  ferring  of  peculiar  attention,  “  A 
Collection  of  Theological  Tradts, 
in  lix  volumes,  odtavo,  by  Dr. 
Watfon,  bifhop  of  Landaff,  and 
Regius  Profeffor  of  Divinity  in 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge.”  The 
excellent  prelate,  who  is  the  editor 
of  this  very  ufeful  publication,  is 
well  known  and  admired  for  his  li¬ 
berality  and  manlinefs  of  fentiment, 
as  well  as  for  his  dilintereilednefs 
and  integrity.  We  are  both  charm¬ 
ed  and  edified  by  the  elegance  and 
energy  with  which  he  pleads  the 
caufe  of  piety  and  benevolence,  in 
the  preface  to  thefe  volumes.  This 
preface  confifts  of  very  candid  and 
fenlible  reflections  on  the  prefent 
flate  of  Chriflianity,  and  the  pro¬ 
per  methods  for  its  improvement  ; 
together' with  excellent  reafons  for 
that  moderation,  to  which  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  times  is  fo  favourable. 
We  cannot  give  a  better  idea  of  his 
lordfliip’s  deiign  in  forming  this  fe- 
ledtion  than  his  own  words  will, 
convey.  “  In  publishing  this  Col-, 
ledtion  of  Theological  Traits,  fays 
he,  I  have  had  no  other  end  in 
viev^  but  to  afford  young  perfons  of 

every 
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every  denomination,  and  efpecially 
to  afford  the  ffudents  in  the  univer- 
fities,  and  the  younger  clergy,  an 
eafy  opportunity  of  becoming  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  the  grounds 
and  principles  of  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
ligion  than,  there  is  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend,  many  of  them  at  prefent 
are.*’  “  I  do  not  confider  the 
trafts  which  are  here  publifhed  as 
fufficient  to  make  what  is  called  a 
deep  divine,  but  they  will  go  a 
great  way  towards  making,  what 
is  of  more  worth,  a  well-informed 
Chriftian.”  Many  of  thefe  t rafts 
were  become  exceedingly  fcarce, 
and  in  danger  of  finking  into  obli¬ 
vion.  Others  of  them  are  extract¬ 
ed  from  the  larger  and  expenfive 
works  of  fome  of  our  moft  valuable 
writers.  And  when  the  reader 
meets  with  the  venerable  names  of 
Locke,  of  Addifon,  of  Clarke,  of 
Taylor,  of  Lardner,  of  Chandler, 
and  of  Seeker,  as  contributors  to 
thl ;  compilation,  he  will  be  thankful 
to  the  editor  for  calling  into  the  field 
the  united  powers  of  thefe  champions 
of  our  holy  faith  ;  and  for  fupply  - 
ing  the  rational  advocates  for  truth, 
on  eafy  terms,  with  fuch  weighty 
and  fatisfaftory  evidence.  The 
preface  to  thefe  volumes  is  followed 
by  a  lift  of  queftions  which  have 
be  m  debated  in  the  divinity  fchools 
at  Cambridge,  within  the  laft 
thirty  years  ;  and  by  another  lift 
of  fuch  deputations  as  were  held 
there,  a  little  more  than  a  century 
ago,  under  the  doftors  Davenant 
and  T ucknev.  A  comparifon  of 
thefe  lifts  will  afford  the  reader  a 
pleafing  wiew'of  the  progrefs  in 
liberality,  which  hath  been  made 
in  our  public  feminaries  of  learn¬ 
ing  ;  and  of  the  gradual  viftory 
which  good  fenfe  hath  obtained 
over  the  jargon  of  the  fchools. 
This  work  concludes  with  an  ufe- 
ful  catalogue  of  fome  of  the  beft 
*785, 


I  T  fe  R  A  T  U  R  £.  [273] 

books  in  divinity,  which  can  be 
recommended  to  a  ftudent. 

Mr.  Toulm'in’s  u  DifTe  nations  on 
the  internal  Evidences  and  Excel¬ 
lence  of  Chriftiaility,  and  on  the 
Charafter  of  Chrift,  compared  with' 
that  of  f  me  other  celebrated  Foun¬ 
ders  of  Religion  and  Pniiofophy,”1 
are  valuable,  as  Well  for  the  eafe 
and  perfpicuity  with  which  they 
are  written,  as  for  the  fpirlt  and 
dexterity  with  which  their  author 
ufes  the  weapons  of  controverfy. 
He  was  engaged  to  the  defence  of 
Chriftianity,  on  the  ground  of  its 
internal  evidence,  from  the  fupe- 
rior  advantages  of  wrhich  this  kind 
of  proof  is  poiTefted  ;  as  “  being 
attended  with  fewer  difficulties  $ 
lying  more  level  to  common  appre- 
henfion  ;  and  not  requiring  learn¬ 
ed  difeuffion,  and  much  hiftoricai 
information.”  The  refleftions  which 
occur  in  this  part  of  Mr.  Toul- 
min’s  work,  if  not  novel,  are  yet 
of  fo  important  and  ferious  a  na¬ 
ture,  that  they  muft  ever  be  de- 
ferving  of  attention ;  and  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  them  is  well  adapted 
to  pleafe,  and  to  perfuade  the  un¬ 
prejudiced  reader.  To  thefe  fuc- 
ceed  three  Differtations,  in  which 
we  have  a  comparative  view  of  the 
charafters  of  Chrift  and  Mahomet, 
Socrates  and  Confucius.  In  an 
Appendix  to  this  performance,  the 
author  reproves,  with  proper  free¬ 
dom,  the  lpirit  of  intolerance  and 
illiberality,  of  which  there  are  too 
many  inftances  in  the  Letters  of 
the  Archdeacon  of  St.  Alban’s* to 
Dr.  Prieftley.  The  ability  alfo, 
with  which  he  defends  his  favourite 
opinions  againft  the  attacks  of  Mr. 
White,  in  his  celebrated  Sermons 
at  Bampton’s  Lefture,  will  be  ad¬ 
mired  by  thofe  of  his  readers  who 
may  not  be  pollened  of  Mr,  Toul- 
min’s  zeal  for  Unitariamlm. 

5  f'Dr* 
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Dr.  Chelfum’s  <£  Reply  to  Mr. 
Gibbon’s  Vindication  of  fome  Paf- 
fages  in  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth 
Chapters  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  De¬ 
cline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Em¬ 
pire,”  we  heartily  recommend  to 
(befriends  of  truth  and  Chriftianity. 
Keen  wit  and  lively  irony  are  the 
methods  which  that  fafcinating  hi- 
ftorian  makes  ufe  of  in  defending 
himlelR  and  refuting  the  plain  fo- 
lid  reafonings  of  his  antagonills. 
Dr.  Chelfum  willingly  yields  to 
him  the  palm  of  wit  and  railiory  ; 
but  his  own  integrity,  and  the  re- 
prefentations  which  he  had  for¬ 
merly  given  of  Mr.  Gibbon’s  want 
of  candour  and  proper  regard  to 
truth,  he  vindicates  with  additional 
ardor  and  force.  This  publication 
does  honour  to  our  author  as  a 
gentleman  and  afcholar ;  and  when 
we  read  his  candid  acknowledg¬ 
ments  of  fome  inaccuracies  into 
which  he  had  been  betrayed,  for 
which  he  apologizes  with  becom¬ 
ing  modefty,  we  give  full  credit  to 
his  declaration,  that  he  u  never 
in  reality,  in  any  moment,  fought 
for  victory  or  triumph,  but  ior 
truth  only.” 

Under  the  head  of  Biblical  Lite¬ 
rature,  it  is  with  great  fatisfadtion 
and  pleafure  that  we  can  mention 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  hope  we 
expreffed  in  our  account  of  the 
productions  of  the  laid  year,  by 
the  publication  of  a  valuable  work, 
by  Dr.  Newcome,  bifliop  of  Wa¬ 
terford,  modeitly  called  by  him, 
“  An  Attempt  towards  an  improv¬ 
ed  V erfion,  a  metrical  Arrange¬ 
ment,  and  an  Explanation  of  the 
Twelve  Minor  Prdphets.”  The 
talk  undertaken  by  the  learned  au¬ 
thor  was  a  very  arduous  one  ;  and 
he  hath  executed  it  in  a  manner 
which  adds  greatly  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  for  judgment  and  candor,  by 
which  his  other  writings  have  di- 


ftinguilhed  him.  He  follows  the 
example  of  bifliop  Lowth  in  giv¬ 
ing  to  his  verfion  a  metrical  form  ; 
and  in  endeavouring  to  tranflate 
carefully  and  literally  the  words  of 
the  original.  By  thefe  means  he 
hath  preferved,  as  far  perhaps  as 
could  be  done  in  a  tranllation,  the 
grace  and  beauty  of  the  Hebrew 
tongue,  and  rendered  his  labours 
mold  ufeful  to  expofitors  of  ferip- 
ture.  In  the  notes  likewife,  with 
which  he  hath  enriched  his  work, 
as  well  as  in  his  verfion,  he  feems 
faithfully  to  have  kept  in  view  an 
admirable  rule,  which,  with  others, 
he  hath  laid  down  as  necelfary  to  a 
juft  and  true  tranllation  of  the 
feriptures.  u  The  critical  fenfe 
of  palfages  liiould  be  conlidered, 
fays  he,  and  not  the  opinion  of 
any  denomination  of  Chriflians 
whatever.  The  tranflators  Ihould 
be  philoiogifls,  and  not  controver- 
fiaiifts.”  We  hope  that  the  laud¬ 
able  efforts  of  a  Lowth,  a  Blaney, 
and  a  Newcome,  to  refeue  the  l'a- 
cred  writings  from  the  miilakes  and 
imperfections  which  attend  them  in 
their  prefent  Englifh  drefs,  will 
awaken  a  fimilar  fpirit  in  the  breads 
of  others  of  our  clergy,  who  are 
equal  to  fuch  a  talk ;  and  excite, 
among#  men  of  leifure  and  retire¬ 
ment,  a  more  general  attention  to 
oriental  literature.  Such  labours 
would  prove  beneficial,  in  the  high- 
eft  degree,  to  the  caufe  of  religion, 
and  confer  true  and  hilling*  honour 
on  thole  engaged  in  them. 

The  “  Lectures  on  the  Canon 
of  the  Scriptures,  comprehending 
a  Differtation  on  the  Septuagint 
Verfion,  by  the  late  Rev.  John 
Blair,  LL.D.  and  Prebendary  of 
Weltmj niter,”  are  the  production 
of  a  man  of  confide  ruble  reading 
and  abilities  ;  though  they  do  not 
appear  before  the  world  with  the 
advantages  which  would  have  re¬ 
coin- 
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Commended  them,  had  they  been 
corrected  and  finiflied  by  the  au¬ 
thor.  The  whole  work  is  divided 
into  four  parts.  The  fir  ft  treats 
briefly  of  the  Canon  of  the  Old 
Teftament ;  the  fecond  contains 
general  Obfervations  on  the  Apo¬ 
crypha*  and  reafons,  from  the  con¬ 
tradictions  and  abfurdities  with 
which  it  abounds,  why  it  ought 
ftot  to  be  ranked  in  the  canon.  The 
third  part  coniifts  of  a  Differ  tat  ion 
on  the  Septuagint  Verfion,  in  which 
fome  curious  and  critical  queftions 
are  difcuffed  in  a  judicious  and 
pieafmg  manner  •  particularly  the 
queftion  -elating  to  the  ufe  which 
our  Saviour,  as  well  as  the  evan- 
gelifts  and  apoftles,  have  made  of 
the  Septuagint  tranllaticn,  in  their 
quotations  from  the  books  of  the 
Old  Teftament.  The  laft  divifton 
of  the  work  was  intended  for  a  cri¬ 
tical  Examination  of  the  Canon  of 
the  New  Teftament,  but  is  very 
imperfedt.  If  the  learned  author 
had  lived  to  complete  his  plan,  ive 
doubt  not  but  he  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  it  more  worthy  the  attention 
of  critical  and  well-informed  read¬ 
ers,  as  well  as  more  generally  in- 
ilrudtive  and  ufeful. 

DivPrieftley  continues  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  “  The  Theological  Re¬ 
pository, ”  and  invites  contributions 
to  the  work,  from  all  lovers  of  free 
inquiry,  whatever  their  opinions 
may  be.  u  No  paper,  he  declares, 
fhaii  be  ref u fed  admittance,  that 
Ihall  contain  obfervations  on  any 
fubjedt  of  importance,  that  are  ei¬ 
ther  properly  new,  or  that  let 
things  in  a  clearer  or  ftronger  point 
of  light.  I  fiiall  even  confide  r 
communications  from  ferious  unbe¬ 
lievers  as  of  peculiar  value  ;  for 
truth  never  has,  and  we  may  be 
confident  never  can  fuff  fir,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  muft  gain  by  the 
freeft  inveftigation.  2  (half  only 
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except  againft  tradls  in  which  I  fiiall 
perceive  no  love  of  truth,  and  no 
regard  to  the  rules  of  decorum.’* 

A  work  of  this  kind,  carried  on 
with  perfedf  freedom  and  impar¬ 
tiality,  muft  be  favourable  to  the 
increale  of  theological  knowledge, 
and  an  accurate  critical  acquain¬ 
tance  with  the  holy  fcript tires. 
And,  notwithftanding  that  we  dif¬ 
fer  from  the  conductor  of  it,  in  re- 
fpedl  to  fome  of  his  opinions,  as 
friends  to  liberal  difcuffion  and  to 
truth,  we  fineferely  wifli  to  fee  his 
plan  perfevered  in  and  well  fup- 
ported. 

The  author  of  u  A  Key  to  the 
Myftery  of  the  Revelations,”  feems 
to  be  an  ingenious  and  well-inten¬ 
tioned  writer,  though  we  cannot 
fay  that  he  hath  given  us  more  fa- 
tisfadfion  than  others  who  have  pre¬ 
ceded  him  in  commenting  on  that 
myfterious  book.  He  coniideis  it 
as  deferibing  a  u  regular  feries  of 
eccleliaftical  events,  from  the  begin* 
ning  to  the  end  of  time,  but  yet  va¬ 
riously  expreffed,  agreeably  to  the 
feven  parts  into  which  they  feem 
naturally  to  be  divided.”  The 
fcheme  which  he  adopts  is  fimpie  ; 
but  ftill  it  is  the  offspring  only  of 
conjedture.  And  notwithftanding 
that  we  may  be  difpofed  to  admire 
his  filial  piety,  as  a  fon  of  the 
church  of  England,  in  applying  to 
her  what  is  laid  of  Philadelphia  in 
the  prophetic  vifion  ;  and  in  con¬ 
cluding,  46  that  the  only  profeiiion 
of  the  true  Chriftian  faith  is  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dodtrine  of  the 
church  of  England  ;  and  that  her 
liturgy  and  fervice  muft  confer 
quently  be  a  model  for  all  other 
nations  to  conform  to;”  we  fear 
the  fturdy  champions  of  other  Pro- 
teft  mt  churches  and  ledfs  will  vexa- 
tioully  call  for  proofs,  and  prpteft 
againft  the  partiality  which  he  dif- 
covejrs  for  our  Venerable  mother. 

S  2  ivlr. 
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Mr.  Kell  hath  renewed  his  at¬ 
tack  on  Mr.  Farmer,  in  a  treatife 
entitled,  44  The  Idolatry  of  Greece 
and  Rome  diftinguilhed  from  that 
of  other  heathen  Nations.”  The 
fpirit  with  which  this  author  con¬ 
duces  his  delign  would  have  our 
praife,  did  it  not  too  frequently 
favour  of  an  illiberality,  which, 
when  the  abilities  and  character  of 
his  opponent  are  confidered,  hurts 
and  diig ufts  us.  The  arguments 
which  he  urges  in  vindication  of 
himfelf  and  his  opinions,  are  fhrewd 
and  fenftble  ;  but  their  value  de¬ 
pends  on  the  degree  of  credit  which 
is  due  to  the  authorities  to  which 
he  refers,  and  on  the  fairnefs  with 
which  he  quotes  hiftoric  facts. 
Thefe,  we  imagine,  Mr.  Farmer 
will  ftill  be  dilpofed  to  call  in  quel'* 
tion.  Should  the  two  difputants 
perfift  in  their  debate,  we  cannot 
but  exprefs  our  wifi),  that  neither 
of  them  would  hurt  the  feelings  of 
the  other,  either  by  a  lludicd  and 
blameable  indifference  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  his  adverfary,  or  by  in¬ 
dulging  to  a  lportive  larcaftic  hu¬ 
mour  which  cannot  produce  con¬ 


viction. 

Dr.  Chauncy,  of  Bofton  in  New 
England,  hath  publiftied  4 4  Five 
Differtations  on  the  Scripture  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Fall,  and  its  Confe- 
quences.”  This  worthy  divine 
had  been  educated  in  the  trammels 
of  ftrict  Calvinilm,  but  hath  made 
very  conliderable  advances  in  libe¬ 
rality  of  fentiment.  His  defign  in 
the  prefent  publication  is  chiefly  to 
overthrow  the  doctrine  of  original 
fin,  or  the  imputation  of  Adam’s 
guilt  to  his  defcendents.  The  fen- 
tence  pronounced  on  the  defection 
of  our  fir  ft  parents,  he  confiders 
.as  a  doom  to  vanity,  fuffering,  and 
death  5  but  warmly  protcfts  againft 
the  other  doctrinal  confequences, 
as  totally  inconliftent  with  all  ideas 


of  truth  and  juftice,.  and  divine 
benevolence.  The  fcripture  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fall  our  author  re¬ 
ceives  in  the  literal  fenle  ;  and  dif- 
plays  much  coolnefs  and  induftry 
in  his  illuhratlon  of  this  part  of 
facred  hiftory.  The  molt  p  dealing 
feature,  however,  with  which  we 
are  ftruck  in  the  work,  is  his  readi- 
nefs  to  give  up  any  favourite  human 
explications  of  fcripture,  which 
feem  to  be  inconliftent  with  its  na¬ 
tural  and  obvious  fenfe,  or  which 
are,  in  the  leaft  degree,  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  perfections  of  the  Deity. 

Dr.  Chauncy  hath  alfo  publiftied 
a  treatife  on  44  The  Benevolence  of 
the  Deity,”  in  which  he  contends 
for  the  freedom  of  the  human  will, 
in  oppolition  to  neceftity  ;  and  en¬ 
deavours  to  prove,  that  all  the  good 
fuitable  for  fuch  a  fyllem  as  this,  is 
apparently  the  tendency  of  nature 
and  the  divine  adminiftration  ;  and 
that  it  actually  prevails  fo  far  as 
this  tendency  is  not  perverted  by 
the  creatures  themfelves. 

44  The  Reftitution  of  all  Things,” 
by  Mr.  Brown,  late  millionary  in 
Georgia,  is  an  ingenious  and  libe¬ 
ral  eftay,  and  worthy  of  attentive 
perufal.  Flis  delign  is,  to  prove, 
both  from  reafon  and  revelation, 
that  the  redemption  of  the  world 
mu  ft  extend  to  the  whole  human 
race.  Nay,  he  contends,  that  it 
implies  44  the  entire  extirpation  of 
evil,  diforder,  and  milery  ;  and  the 
reftoration  of  peace,  perfection,  and 
felicity,  through  all  the  regions  of 
the  divine  dominions.”  Plealing  as 
this  view  of  things  may  be  to  our 
natural  delires  and  wifhes,  we  ftill 
helitate  in  admitting  its  truth.  But 
we  cordially  join  with  our  author 
in  execrating  their  opinions,  who 
are  for  admitting  a  few  only  of  the 
human  race  to  divine  favour,  while 
the  bulk  of  mankind  are  devoted  to 
endlefs  mifery  and  deft  ruction. 
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The  author  of  4t  An  Examina¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Robinfon  of  Cam¬ 
bridge’s  Plea  for  the  Divinity  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chritl,”  is  a  fhrewd 
and  fenlible  writer,  and  well  verfed 
in  the  art  of  deputation.  He  is  a 
zealous  advocate  for  what  is  ufually 
called  the  Socinian  hypothecs;  and 
withconfiderable  ingenuity  explains 
away  many  of  the  paffages  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  which  have  been  thought  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  opinion  of  Chrift’s 
pre-exiftence.  But  the  attack  of  our 
examiner  is  not  confined  to  Mr.  Ro- 
binfon’s  Plea  ;  in  the  preface  he  fe- 
verely  reproves  Mr,  White,  the 
Laudean  profefior,  for  the  reflec¬ 
tions  he  had  call  on  the  Socinians 
in  the  appendix  to  his  Bampton 
Lectures.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
author  writes  with  great  decency 
and  moderation,  as  well  as  judg¬ 
ment  ;  although  fome  of  his  readers 
will  think,  that  they  difeover  in 
him  the  pride  and  zeal  of  a  parti- 
zan,  from  the  keen  and  pointed  ex- 
prelfions  which  fometimes  efeape 
from  his  pen. 

44  A  Letter  to  Theophilus  Lind- 
fey,  A.  M.  by  a  Layman,”  is  not 
intended  fo  much  for  a  refutation  of 
Mr  Lind  fey’s  principles,  by  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  lenfe  of  the  Scriptures, 
as  to  point  out  their  fuppofed  dan¬ 
gerous  tendency  ;  and  to  reftore  to 
their  rank  in  orthodoxy,  fome  pi¬ 
ous  men  whom  Mr.  Lindfey  had 
clafled  amongft  Unitarians.  We 
cannot  bellow  commendation,  ei¬ 
ther  on  the  fpirit  with  which  thefe 
pages  are  written,  or  the  Strength 
of  argument  by  which  the  defiyn 
of  them  is  fupported.  The  author 
appears  to  be  gloomy,  bigotted,  and 
intolerant.  If,  when  coolly  view¬ 
ing  the  pidhire  which  he  hath  drawn 
of  the  confequences  of  Mr.  Lind- 
fey’s  publications,  he  ierioufly  ap¬ 
prehends  them,  his  feelings  are 
truly  deferviqg  of  our  compaflion. 


But  a  free  examination  of  the  fa* 
cred  Scriptures  cannot  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  fuch  evils.  And  fuperfti- 
tion  and  ignorance  mull  be  the  re- 
fult  of  that  rellraint  on  enquiry, 
thole  lhacklesof  human  creeds,  and 
that  execution  of  the  laws  againft 
herefy,  for  which  our  layman  fo 
pioufly  contends. 

In  44  A  Caveat  addrefled  to  the 
Catholics  of  Worcefter  again  ft  the 
insinuating  Letter  of  Mr.  Whar¬ 
ton,”  Mr.  William  Pilling,  aprieft, 
fteps  forth  the  champion  of  the  dy¬ 
ing  interefts  of  popery,  with  un¬ 
bounded  confidence,  and  with  equal 
zeal.  But  the  arguments  which  he 
ufes  are  not  fu-ch  as  can  injure  the 
proteftant  caufe.  Neither  will  the 
better  informed  part  of  the  catholic 
communion  be  proud  of  fuch  an 
advocate.  A  Berrington  or  an 
O’Leary  will  be  attended  to  by 
them,  pleading  the  caufe  of  Chri- 
ftian  charity  and  univerfal  tolera¬ 
tion,  while  the  ravings  of  bigotry- 
are  defpifed. 

Thofe  who  have  been  converfant 
in  the  writings  of  the  late  Dr.  fohn- 
fon  ;  who  have  admired  the  ele¬ 
gance  and  beauty  of  his  Lives  of 
the  Poets,  or  venerated  the  intel¬ 
lectual  powers  which  the  papers  of 
the  Rambler  difeover,  will  read, 
with  a  mixture  of  pain  and  difguft, 
the  44  Prayers  and  Meditations” 
which  have  been  publiflied  under 
his  name.  The  prayers,  indeed,  if 
they  are  remarkable  for  no  great 
faults,  have  no  excellencies  ;  no¬ 
thing,  in  the  lead  degree,  charac¬ 
terise  of  Dr.  Johnfon.  They  are 
faint  and  languid  imitations  of  the 
preicribed  forms  of  devotion  in  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer.  With 
refpedt  to  the  reft  of  the  work,  on 
which  the  editor  hath  bellowed  the 
title  of  Meditations,  every  lover  of 
the  doflor’s  memory  mud  with  that 
it  had  been  fupprefied.  It  is  full  of 
S  3  '  weak- 
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weaknefg,  fuperffition,  and  bigotry. 
May  Such  an  indifcreet,  unfriendly 
publication,  Soon.  link  into  oblivion, 
nor  Effen  the  regard  which  is  due 
to  his  admirable  defences  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  morality  !  Thele  labours 
of  his  are  truly  valuable,  and  will 
live  as  long  as  the  Englifh  lan¬ 
guage,  and  will  be  admired,  when¬ 
ever  that  is  under  hood,  by  every 
friend  of  genius  and  of  virtue. 

Dr.  Fordyce’s  44  Addrefles  to  the 
Deity,**  will  be  read  with  pieafure 
and  edification,  by  thole  who  are 
delirous  of  cultivating  a  fpirit  of 
fervent  devotion.  44  They  are 
meant,**  he  tells  us,  44  fora  ipecies 
of  pious  contemplations,  where  the 
foul,  acting  under  an  animating 
fenfe  of  the  divine  prefence,  ex- 
refTes  with  humility  and  ardour 
er  inmoft  thoughts,  affections,  and 
defires,  ori  different  fubjefta,  and 
ffill  looks  up  to  God  as  her  parent 
and  her  judge,  whofe  approbation, 
conffitutes  her  Sovereign  felicity,  as 
he  alone  can  protect  and  blefs  her 
through  every  period  of  her  exist¬ 
ence.”  The  firff  addrefs  is,  on  a 
View  of  the  Sea ;  the  fecond,  on 
Salvation  by  Chrift ;  the  third,  on 
Contemplation ;  the  fourth  and  fifth 
on  Providence  ;  and  the  fixth,  on 
the  Death  of  Dr.  johnfon.  If  the 
worthy  author  had,  in  Some  parts 
of  thefe  compolitions,  been  more 
carelefs  in  refpeff  to  the  polifli  and 
embellishment  of  his  language,  they 
would  not  be  lefs  acceptable  or  af¬ 
fecting  as  devotional  exercifes.  We 
doubt  not,  however,  bat  that  they 
?ire  the  dictates  of  his  heart ;  and 
that  his  defign  in  publifhing  them, 
was  to  recommend  to  the  world  that 
fpirit  of  ehearful  animating  piety, 
which  is  fo  favourable  to  the  hap'* 
^pinefs  of  mankind* 

In  giving  our  account  of  the  Ser¬ 
mons  of  the  year  1785,  the  firff 


place  is  due  to  a  volume  of  44  Dif- 
courfes  on  various  Subjects,  by 
Thomas  Balguy,  D.  D.  Archdea¬ 
con  and  Prebendary  of  Winches¬ 
ter.  *;  The  author  of  theie  Dif- 
courfes  hath  juffly  acquired  a  cha¬ 
racter,  in  the  literary  world,  for 
clofe  logical  reafoning,  and  for  a 
freedom  and  liberality  of  fentiment, 
that  do  honour  to  the  man  and  he 
Chrifdam  In  the  Domeffic  Litera¬ 
ture  of  a  former  year,  we  have  had 
occafion  to  lpeak  highly  of  the  in¬ 
genuity  and  Strength  of  mind  dis¬ 
coverable  in  his  TreatiS  on  the  Di¬ 
vine  Benevolence.  And  we  Should 
loSe  all  claim  to  impartiality,  did 
we  not  warmly  recommend  .  i  e  pre¬ 
sent  production  to  our  readers  '  e 
do  not  engage  to  approve  all  that 
the  worthy  author  hath  Said  on  the 
fubjeft  of  church  authority,  and 
on  Subscription  to  articles  of  reli¬ 
gion  :  but  in  the  general  drain  of 
his  DiScourSes,  we  meet  with  a  hap¬ 
py  combination  of  what  is  enter¬ 
taining  and  inftruCHve  every  can¬ 
did  mind  will  read,  with  grea;  plea¬ 
sure,  his  observations  on  religious 
liberty ;  and  his  advices  to  the 
clergy,  are  worthy  the  attention  of 
all  of  that  order,  who  are  delirous 
of  becoming  good  and  uleful  mini- 
ffers  of  Jefus  Chriff. 

Mr.  Churton’s  44  Eight  Sermons 
on  the  Prophecies  refperiing  the 
Deftrudlion  of  Jerufalem/’  are  fen- 
lible  and  uleful  compolitions.  They 
do  not,  it  is  true,  bear  any  ftriking 
marks  of  originality  or  genius  ; 
neither  do  they  lupply  us  with  any 
new  Uluftrations  of  Scripture,  But 
they  are  well  adapted  to  the  inffruc* 
tion  and  edification  of  common 
readers,  from  the  fpirit  of  piety 
which  they  breathe,  and  ihe  eafy 
accurate  manner  in  which  the  molt 
important  faffs  are  arranged. 

With  the  Same  approbation  do 
we  take  notice  of  Div  Apthorp’s 
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4‘  Difcourfes  on  Prophecy  ;  read  in 
the  Chapel  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,’5  at 
the  lecture  founded  by  bifhop  War- 
burton.  They  are  pious  and  learn¬ 
ed  ;  and  are  proofs  of  the  author’s 
being  pofleffed  of  an  enlarged  and 
liberal  mind.  The  reflections  par¬ 
ticularly,  in  the  two  laft  difcourfes, 
on  the  connexion  between  religion 
and  morality  ;  and  the  undifguifed 
manner  in  which  he  delivers  his 
fentiments  on  the  neceffity  of  im¬ 
provement  and  reformation,  do  great 
credit  to  his  abilities,  and  to  his 
heart. 

Worthington’s  44  Difcourfes  on 
various  Subjects,  evangelical  and 
practical,”  are  written  in  a  ffyle 
and  fpi  it  that  muff  greatly  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  every  pious  reader. 
The  worthy  author  has  miniltered, 
as  he  informs  us,  to  a  congregation 
of  proteffant  diflenters  at  Leiceffer, 
above  forty  years  ;  and  thefe  dif¬ 
courfes  are  publifhed  at  their  delire, 
that  when  he  is  taken  from  them, 
they  may  poffefs  fome  fruits  of  his 
labours.  The  fubjeCts  of  them  are 
of  the  molt  interefHng  kind ;  the 
religious  fyflern  they  contain,  ra¬ 
tional  and  moderate  ;  and  they  are 
compoled  in  language  which  is 
plain  and  intelligible  to  the  meaneff 
capacity,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
cannot  offend  men  of  taffe  and  re¬ 
finement.  The  author’s  principal 
view,  next  to  that  of  improving  the 
hearts  of  his  readers,  ieems  to  be 
that  of  representing  the  doCtrines 
of  Chriflianity,  in  a  light  in  which 
they  are  approved  of  by  our  reafon, 
and  are  motf  honourable  to  the  per¬ 
fections  of  the  Deity. 

A  volume  of  44  Sermons  on  va¬ 
rious  Subjects,”  &c.  by  Mr.  Kirk¬ 
patrick,  is  a  publication  coiitifling 
of  feveral  particulars.  In  the  firft 
part  of  it,  we  meet  with  an  apology 
for  the  proteffant  dilTenters  of  the 
•pjrefby  terian perfuafion,  written  with 


a  conliderable  lhare  of  fpirit,  and 
no  mean  ability.  The  fecond  part 
eonfilfs  of  eight  fermons  on  different 
fubjeCts  ;  and  the  third  of  forms  of 
prayer,  baptifm,  and  the  Lord’s 
lupper,  according  to  the  practice  a- 
mong  dilfenters,  in  which,  though 
there  are  no  marks  of  fuperior  ge¬ 
nius,  and  the  ffyle  and  manner  arc 
common,  we  have,  neverthelefs, 
fome  additional  evidence  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  good  fenfe  and  liberality. 

Among  the  iingle  Sermons  of  the 
year,  which  have  been  numerous, 
the  principal  ones  which  call  for  our 
notice,  are,  Dr.  Farr’s  44  Difcourfe 
on  Education,  and  on  the  Plans 
purfued  in  Charity  Schools,”  and 
Mr.  Moore’s  44  Sermon  on  the  In¬ 
troduction  of  Sunday  Schools.” 
Dr.  Parr’s  difcourfe  abounds  in  juft 
and  noble  fentiments  ;  difeovers  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  human 
heart,  together  with  a  lively  ima¬ 
gination,  and  an  enlarged  under- 
ffanding.  His  ffyle  is  clear  and 
nervous,  and  is  enriched  with  many 
beautiful  claffical  alluiions.  In 
fome  inftances,  likewife,  he  hath 
carried  the  pathetic  to  a  very  high 
degree  of  perfection.  To  the  dif¬ 
courfe  he  hath  fubjoined  many  learn¬ 
ed  and  elegant  notes,  fuch  as  we 
fhould  expeCt  from  a  perfon  of  his 
great  literary  abilities.  In  giving 
his  advice  refpeCting  the  virtuous 
education  of  children,  what  he  fays 
on  the  government  of  their  paffions, 
a  fenfe  of  {flame,  a  ftriCt  regard  to 
truth,  habits  of  diligence,  and  the 
love  of  God,  is  deferving  the  at¬ 
tention  of  all  parents  and  teachers. 
On  account  of  the  inftruCfion  and 
pleafure  which  it  will  afford,  we  fin- 
cerely  recommend  this  difcourfe  to 
all  dalles  of  readers. 

Mr.  Moore’s  44  Sermon  on  the 
IntroduClion  of  Sunday  Schools,” 
was  preached,  on  the  day  of  a  vi« 
Station,  at  Rochefter,  where  it  met 
$  4  with 
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with  the  general  approbation  of  his 
brethren  of  the  clergy.  It  abounds 
in  good  fen fe  ;  and  (peaks,  in  every 
part  of  it',  the  language  of  piety 
and  benevolence.  In  an  Appendix 
to  his  difcourfe,  Mr.  Moore  offers 
various  arguments  in  defence  of  the 
eftablifhments  for  which  he  con¬ 
tends,  and  anfwers,  very  fuccefs- 
fully,the  principal  objections  which 
have  been  urged  againft  them.  For 
our  part,  we  approve  highly  of  the 
practice  of  eftablifhing  Sunday 
fchools  in  different  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  think  it  deferring  of  ap- 
plaufe  and  warm  encouragement* 
We  rej  ice  in  the  accounts  we  have 
heard  of  its  n  i  rerous  fupporters ; 
and  that  It  hath  already,  intro¬ 
duced  order  and  decency  of  man¬ 
ners.  and  ufel ul  knowledge,  into 
man y  populous  parts,  where  the 
numerous  children  of  the  poor 
would,  othenyile,  have  remained  in 
rude  ignorance  and  barbarifm.  A 
happy  <  men  of  the  benefits  to  be 
derived,  in  future,  from  fuch  infti- 
tutions,  to  the  interefts  of  virtue, 
and  of  our  country  ! 

Of  the  other  fingle  Sermons  of  the 
year,  as  nothing  extraordinary  oc¬ 
curs  either  in  the  fubjedfs  or  occa- 
fions  of  them,  wc  muff  decline  giv¬ 
ing  any  account,  Many  of  them 
would  have  an  equal  claim  on  our 
attention,  from  their  ferious  and 
ufeful  tendency,  could  we  enter  in¬ 
to  a  particular  confederation  of  their 
merits ;  but  the  plan  we  are  obliged 
to  adopt  will  not  admit  of  it. 

In  giving  our  opinion  of  the  Me- 
taphyfical  publications  which  the 
year  hath  produced,  the  firffc  place 
is  properly  afiigned  to  “  An  At¬ 
tempt  to  prove  the  Exigence  and 
abiolute  Perfection  of  the  lupreme 
unoriginated  Being,  in  ademonftra- 
tive  Manner,”  by  Dr.  Hamilton, 
clean  of  Armagh,  In  this  valuable 
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and  important  trac'd,  Dr.  Hamilton 
hath  revived  the  fynthetic  method 
of  reafoning,  which,  lince  the  times 
of  Wollafton  and  Clarke,  hath  been 
but  feldom  ufed  ;  and  he  hath  pur- 
fued  it  in  a  manner  that  is,  to  us, 
convincing  and  fatisfadtory.  In  an 
introduction  to  this  attempt,  the  au¬ 
thor  confiders,  likewife,  the  nature 
of  the  analytic  method,  and  fliews 
what  little  weight  there  is  in  the  ob» 
jedfions  which  have  been  made  to 
it.  He  then  gives  an  account  of 
the  arguments  w’hich  have  been 
made  ufe  of  by  fome  of  our  prin¬ 
cipal  writers,  who  have  cultivated 
that  method  of  reafoning  which  he 
himfe-lf  adopts.  After  meeting  with 
fome  juft  reflections  on  the  argu¬ 
ments  ufed  by  thefe  authors,  and 
corredtions  of  fome  miftakes  into 
which  they  had  fallen,  we  are  pre- 
fented  with  a  Ample  principle  or 
axiom,  on  which  the  dodtor’s  rea¬ 
foning  is  chiefly  built.  “  What¬ 
ever,”  fays  he,  “  i$  contingent,  or 
might  poflibly  have  been  otherwife 
than  it  is,  had  fome  efficient  caufe 
which  determined  it  to  be  what  it 
is.  Or,  in  other  words,  if  two  dif¬ 
ferent  or  contrary  things  were  e- 
qually  poffible,  whichever  of  them 
took  place,  or  came  to  pafs,  it  muft 
have  done  fo  in  confequence  of 
fome  efficient  caufe,  which  deter¬ 
mined  that  it,  and  not  the  other, 
ftiould  take  place.”  To  this  fuc- 
ceed  nin,e  propofitions,  with  their 
demonftrations  and  corollaries, 
which  are  all  founded  on  the 
above  axiom,  or  on  the  proof  pf 
preceding  propofitions.  Of  this 
treatife,  we  cannot  but  exprefs 
the  higheft  approbation..  The  au¬ 
thor  reafons  with  concifenels,  per- 
lpicilitv,  and  elegance.  And  it 
is  no  fmall  recommendation  of 
his  performance,  that  though  the 
fubjedl  of  it  is  abftrufc,  he  hath  a- 
voided  all  kind  of  difquifition  that 

could 
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could  ferve  only  to  a  difplay  of  a- 
bility,  or  be  intelligible  but  to  the 
learned  few ;  and  hath  exprefTed 
himfelf  in  piain  terms,  level  to  the 
capacities  of  all  attentive  readers. 
Works  like  the  prelent,  executed 
with  fo  much  ingenuity  and  preci- 
lion,  are  of  the  utmofl  importance 
to  human  locietv,  and  deferve  the 
careful  perufal  of  all  young  per- 
fons,  who  would  have  their  minds 
fortified  againft  the  inlidious  attacks 
of  fcepticifm  and  infidelity. 

Dr.  William  Watfon  hath  em¬ 
ployed  much  labour  and  ingenuity 
in  drawing  up  a  •metaphyfical 
“  Treatife  upon  Time.”  After  Ex¬ 
plaining  the  elementary  terms  which 
he  means  to  adopt,  in  which  he  dis¬ 
covers  great  acutenefs  and  accura¬ 
cy,  he  goes  on  to  treat  of  time. 
This  he  divides  into  time  percept¬ 
ible,  which  he  calls  a  notion  we  ac¬ 
quire  individually  by  the  obferva- 
tion  of  the  flux  of  our  inflanta- 
neous  perceptions;  into  univerfal 
time,  which  is  a  notion  derived  foie- 
ly  from  the  other,  and  denotes  an 
uniform  andincefiant  flux  of  inllan- 
taneous  perceptions  ;  and  into  im¬ 
perceptible  time,  which  is  a  notion 
acquired  by  confide  ring  any  portion 
of  univerfal  time,  as  divifible  into 
an  unlimited  number  of  parts,  that 
reprefent  a  quicker  flow'  of  percep¬ 
tions  than  any  we  ever  experience. 
Time,  as  a  genus,  he  defines  to  be 
“  the  flux  of  inffants.”  The  con- 
clufion  which  he  draws  from  his 
reafonings  on  thefe  heads  is,  that 
time,  whether  perceptible,  uni  ver¬ 
bal,  or  imperceptible,  is  nothing 
more  than  notions  or  creations  of 
pur  own  brain,  and  cannot  be  laid 
to  have  any  exigence  when  not  con¬ 
ceived.  And  he  adds,  that  to  fay 
that  time  exifls  independent  of  any 
percipient  being,  is  to  aiTert,  that 
an  obfervation  can  be  made  without 
any  obferver,  and  a  notion  be  con¬ 


ceived  without  a  perfon  to  con¬ 
ceive  it.  Our  author  is  a  ftrenuous 
fupporter  of  Mr.  Locke’s  theory  of 
perceptions ;  and  he appeal  s  to  have 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
writings  of  the  ableft  metaphyfi- 
cians.  His  definitions,  however, 
will  be  warmly  controverted  by  the 
difciples  of  our  northern  fchools, 
who  Will  contend  that  he  conliders 
time  under  too  flridt  limitations. 
Perfons  who  are  fond  of  this  fpeeies 
of  writing,  may  promile  themfelves 
much  entertainment  from  this  work, 
and  from  the  accounts  which  are 
given  in  it  of  fome  curious  experi¬ 
ments  made  by  Mr.  Herfchel,  011 
our  vifible  fenfations,  and  the  ve¬ 
locity  of  our  audible  fenfations. 

With  much  refpeCt  do  we  wifli  to 
take  notice  of  u  E  flays  on  the  in¬ 
tellectual  Powers  of  Man,”  by  Dr. 
Reid,  profeffor  of  moral  philofophy 
in  the  univerfity  of  Gl  dgovv.  The 
character  of  our  ingenious  author 

O 

hath  long  been  etlabiifhed  for  learn¬ 
ing,  candour,  and  goodaefs.  His 
Enquiry  into  the  Human  Mind,  on 
the  Principles  of  Common  Senfe, 
which  he  prefented  to  the  public 
fome  years  iince,  gave  him,  alfo, 
a  refpedlable  rank  among  authors  of 
the  metaphyfical  clafs.  The  work 
before  us,  is  intended  to  iilutirate 
and  elfablifh,  more  perfectly,  the 
fame  theory,  and  is  drawn  up  with 
great  precifion  and  perfpicuity. 
Even  thofe  who  deem  his  fyftem  ab- 
furd,  will  readily  own,  that  in  the 
defence  of  it,  he  hath  always  con¬ 
ducted  himfelf  as  a  fenfible,  acute, 
and  temperate  writer.  It  is  not 
poffible  for  us  to  analyze,  in  a  fliort 
compafs,  a  work  of  fuch  clalfical 
importance  to  thofe  who  delight 
in  metaphyfical  fpec illations.  The 
fubftance,  however,  of  his  philo¬ 
fophy  is,  that  there  is  nothing  ex¬ 
ternal,  to  which  any  thing  in  the 
mind  bears  the  leail  refemblance, 

but 
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but  that,  neverthelefs,  the  mind  has 
a  power  of  perceiving,  judging,  and 
knowing  their  exigence ;  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  which  exigence  is  as  clear, 
ftrong,  and  certain,  as  that  of  our 
perceptions  and  fenfations,  and  alfo 
precilely  of  the  fame  kind.  With¬ 
out  deciding  either  in  favour  of  Dr. 
Reid’s  doCtrine,  or  againft  it,  we 
think  his  effays  entitled  to  a  delibe¬ 
rate  and  difpaffionate  inveffigalion. 
He  appears  to  be  a  iincere  friend  to 
truth  ;  and  the  enquiries  to  which 
his  publications  give  rife,  ir  pur- 
ftted  with  judgment  and  temper,  will 
enlarge  the  mind,  and  prepare  it 
for  the  reception  of  that  bleiling. 

We  fliall,  in  the  next  place,  in¬ 
troduce  to  our  reader’s  notice  a 
work,  belonging  partly  to  the  clafs 
of  ethical  publications,  and  partly 
to  thofe  of  which  mention  will  be 
made  under  the  heads  of  Govern¬ 
ment  and  Law.  Mr.  Paley,  arch¬ 
deacon  of  Carlifie,  in  his  volume 
on  “The  Principles  of  moral  and 
political  Philofophy,”  diredts  our 
attention  to  fubjedts  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  us,  in  our  perfonal 
and  domeftic  relations,  and  in  our 
connedtion  with  fociety.  And  it  is 
but  juffice  to  fay,  that  he  hath 
treated  them  with  liberality  and 
good  fenfe ;  and  that  many  of  his 
obfervations  are  very  valuable  and 
u  id  fill.  Under  the  firft  part  of  his 
delign,  what  he  fays  on  moral  obli¬ 
gation,  and  on  determinate  and  in¬ 
determinate  relative  duties,  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  deferving  of  attention.  His 
reafonings,  alio,  on  the  reverence 
due  to  the  Deity,  are  rendered  inte- 
refting,  and  worthy  of  a  careful  pe- 
rufal,  from  the  ffrioufnefs  and  force 
with  which  they  are  compofed.  In 
the  ffcond  part  of  his  delign,  Mr. 
Paley  delivers  the  elements  of  his 
political  philofophy.  The  origin 
of  government,  he  defines  to  be 
patriarchal  or  military  ;  ”  and  re  - 
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prefents  the  idea  of  its  being  found¬ 
ed  on  compaff  diredt  or  implied,  as 
leading  “  to  conclufions  unfavour¬ 
able  to  the  improvement  and  peace 
of  human  lociety.”  The  only 
ground  of  the  fubjedts’  obligation, 
he  refolves  into  “  the  will  of  God, 
collected  from  its  expediency.”  The 
languagein  which  this  work  is  writ- 
ten  is,  in  general,  clear  and. expref- 
five,  and,  lometimes,  very  forcible 
and  energetic.  Much  good,  we 
doubt  not,  may  arife  to  the  caufe  of 
virtue,  from  its  publication.  And, 
though  we  do  not  thoroughly  adopt 
the  political  principles  of  our  au¬ 
thor,  and  are  difpofed  to  controvert 
fome  of  his  petitions  which  militate 
againft  our  ideas  of  perfect  religious 
liberty  and  equality,  we  recommend 
his  labours  as  deferving  of  great 
praife,  from  the  benevolent  inten¬ 
tion  of  them,  and  the  many  evi¬ 
dences  they  afford  us  of  a  well  in¬ 
formed  and  comprehensive  mind. 

The  author  of  “  An  Eftay  on  the 
Polity  of  England  ;  with  a  View  to 
difeover  the  true  Principles  of  the 
Government,”  &c.  feems  to  have 
compofed  his  work  with  rhe  bell  of 
intentions,  and  to  be  governed  by 
motives  of  public  virtue.  The  ob¬ 
ject  which  he  propofes  is,  ditiindtly 
to  afeertain  the  refpective  claims 
of  the  legiflative  and  executive 
branches  of  the  Englifli  conftitu- 
tion  ;  the  rights  of  prerogative,  and 
the  people’s  privileges.  In  purfu* 
ing  his  delign,  he  hath  taken  a  very 
extenlive  view  of  the  polity  of  Eng¬ 
land,  in  which  he  frequently  fup- 
ports  his  own  reafonings  by  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  fome  of  our  moil  celebrated 
writers  on  that  fubjedt,  Many  of 
the  obfervations  which  he  hath  col¬ 
lected  from  thefe  fources,  as  well  as 
his  own  remarks,  are  interefting  and 
inilrudtive.  We  do  not,  however, 
approve  of  the  great  prejudice  which 
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he  difcovers  in  favour  of  the  power 
of  the  crown.  It  doth  not  appear 
to  have  arifen  from  perfect  conftitu- 
tional  information.  Our  author’s 
manner  of  writing  is  plain  and  fa- 
mil  iar  ;  and  we  recommend  his  Kf- 
fay,  upon  the  whole,  as  a  difpaf- 
fionate  and  ufeful  publication. 

Craufurd’s  44  1  flay  on  the  actual 
Refources  for  eftablifliing  the  Fi¬ 
nances  of  Great  Britain,”  contains 
a  lingular  and  wild  hypothesis, 
which  the  author ferioufly  Supports ; 
and  with  confidetable  ftirewdnefs 
and  ability.  44  The  national  debt,” 
he  fays4  44  is  an  excrt-fcence  on  the 
body  politic,  and  fo  inherent  to  the 
conflitution  from  its  nature,  that 
its  growth  even  has  prevented  world 
diforders  from  taking  place  ;  an  ope¬ 
ration  to  reduce  it,  is  impolitic  and 
dangerous,  while  the  cutting  it  off 
would  attack  the  principles  of  life.” 
The  fyfem  propofed  by  him  is  to 
this  purport,  that  44  upon  no  pub¬ 
lic  emergency,  any  new  taxes  fhould 
take  place,  but  the  hands  of  go¬ 
vernment  be  plentifully  fupplied 
with  loans,  and  the  interefl  of  the 
money  paid  out  of  the  produce  of 
the  old  taxes,  which  by  this  policy 
muft  prodigiouflyr  increafe.”  But 
where  will  our  author  find  the  men 
who  will  advance  money  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  on  fuch  terms  ?  We  alk  no  other 
queftion  on  fo  novel  and  curious  a 
propolal  in  political  ceconomy, 

44  The  Hiftory  of  the  public  Re¬ 
venue  of  the  Britifli  Empire,”  by 
John  Sinclair,  efq.  (now  fir  John 
Sinclair,  bart.)  is  a  moil  elaborate, 
judicious,  and  important  work ; 
which  will  afford  entertainment  and 
inftrudion  to  men  in  public  charac¬ 
ters,  and  to  every  perfon  interelled 
in  the  welfare  of  his  country.  Thi3 
publication  is  divided  into  two  parts. 
In  the  fir  If,  an  account  is  given  of 
the  public  revenue  prior  to  the  Re* 
yoiu;ion  $  ii*  which  the  author,  with 


indefatigable  induftry  and  ability* 
hath  feledfed  the  hiftorical  fadts  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  elucidation  of  his  fub- 
ject,  and  drawn  fuch  political  con* 
clulions  as  are  highly  interefiing 
and  valuable.  The  fecond  part 
chiefly  relates  to  the  national  deb]*; 

44  its  rife  and  progrefs  ;  the  fleps 
hitherto  taken  to  diminifli  the  capi- 
tal,  and  to  reduce  the  intereft  of  the 
national  debt,  with  fome  accounts 
of  the  different  plans  fuggelled  for 
that  purpofe.”  This  part  of  his 
work,  alfo,  the  author  hath  exe¬ 
cuted  with  great  judgment  and  im¬ 
partiality  ;  and  the  reflections  which 
he  makes,  together  with  his  fpec il¬ 
lative  digreffions,  will  be  found  to 
afford  an  agreeable  variety  to  the 
mind,  while  we  follow  him  in  his 
laborious  refearches  and  minute  de¬ 
tail  of  fads.  If  the  prefent  publi¬ 
cation  fhould  meet  with  a  favour¬ 
able  reception,  we  are  promifed 
a  third  part,  in  which  we  fliall  be 
preferred  with  obfervations  on  the 
refources  of  the  nation,  and  a  plan 
for  eftablifhir.g  the  public  credit  and 
finances  of  the  country. 

Of  the  44  Remarks  upon  the  Hi- 
fiory  of  the  landed  and  commercial 
Policy  of  England,  from  the  Inva* 
fion  of  the  Romans  to  the  Acceflion. 
of  James  the  Firfi,”  in  two  vo¬ 
lumes,  im  we  think  well,  as 
forming  an  excellent  compilation, 

in  which  many  valuable  obferva*. 
* 

lions  occur,  in  uninterrupted  order, 
which  are  widely  difperfed  in  othes; 
larger  publications.  The  gradual 
progrefs,  likewife,  of  lociety,  from 
a  Hate  of  rudenefs  to  that  of  refine^ 
ment,  is  traced  by  the  author  in  an 
ingenious  and  entertaining  manner ; 
as  well  as  the  influence  of  agricuE 
lure  and  commerce,  on  the  man* 
ners  of  our  forefathers,  and  the  li¬ 
berty  of  our  country.  The  flyle 
in  which  thefe  volumes  are  written 
Is  dear,  though  not  highly  orna¬ 
mented  1 
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merited  ;  and  we  fhould  be  much 
pleafed  to  fee  the  remarks  continu¬ 
ed,  in  the  fame  manner,  from  the 
reign  of  James  the  Firft  to  the  pre- 
fent  day* 

The  Increafe  of  Manufactures, 
Commerce,  and  Finance,  with  the 
Extenfion  of  Civil  Liberty,  pro- 
pofed  in  Regulations  for  the  Inte¬ 
reft  of  Money,”  is  the  production 
of  a  writer,  who  hath  inveftigated 
his  fubjeCt  with  great  attention;  and 
who  is  deferving  of  refpeCi,  from 
his  well-meant  endeavours  to  bene¬ 
fit  the  public.  The  foundation  of 
his  prop'ofal  is,  a  perfuafion  u  that 
induftry  of  every  kind,  with  its  un¬ 
numbered  effedts  on  private  happi- 
nefs,  would  be  mod  effectually 
excited,  and  generally  diffufed 
throughout  every  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire,  by  a  new  and  proper 
regulation  of  the  intereft  of  mo¬ 
ney.”  His  plan  is,  that  a  bank 
fhould  be  opened,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  government,  in  which 
money  fhould  be  lent  to  individu¬ 
als,  or  private  companies  of  tra¬ 
ders,  at  different  rates  of  intereft, 
according  to  the  different  degrees  of 
hazard  attending  fuch  loans.  We 
.do  not  fee  why  a  propofal  of  this 
nature  if  carried  properly  into  ex¬ 
ecution,  might  not  prove  exten- 
fively  ufefui,  while  we  are  not  fen- 
lible  of  any  evil  that  could  poifibly 
arife  from  trying  the  experiment. 

Before  we  take  leave  of  fuch  pub¬ 
lications  as  relate  to  government 
and  finance,  we  deem  ourfelves  ob¬ 
liged  to  take  notice  of  44  A  Trcatife 
on  the  Adm  mill  ration  of  the  Fi¬ 
nances  of  France,  by  Mr.  Nccker. 
Tranflated  from  the  genuine  French 
edition,  by  Thomas  Mortimer,  efq. 
in  three  volumes,  oCtavo.”  Mr. 
Necker,  it  is  well  known,  was  one 
of  the  a:  left  mmifters  that  France 
had  feen,  in  his  peculiar  depart- 
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ment,  fince  the  reign  of  Flenry  the 
Fourth ;  who,  had  he  wot  been 
forced  from  his  lituation  by  the  in¬ 
trigues  of  thofe  who  envied  his  ta¬ 
lents  and  influence,  or  who  thought 
themfelves  entitled  to  the  fir  ft  of¬ 
fices  of  government,  from  their  ti¬ 
tles  and  connections,  might  have 
proved  a  feeond  Sully  to  the  reign¬ 
ing  monarch.  The  work  before  us 
does  ample  juftice  to  his  abilities 
and  integrity ;  and  does  honour, 
likewife,  to  the  fpirit  of  the  age, 
which  hath  permitted  fuch  a  publi¬ 
cation,  in  fo  defpotic  a  kingdom  as 
France.  We  recommend  it  to  our 
readers,  as  what  will  prove  highly 
entertaining  to  thofe  who  wifli  to 
underftand  the  lituation,  the  re- 
fources  and  ftrength,  of  our  rival  na¬ 
tion.  We  recommend  it,  a  lib,  011 
account  of  the  admirable  and  hu¬ 
mane  obfervatioris  with  which  it  a- 
bounds  ;  favourable,  not  only  to 
the  people  for  whofe  benefit  it  was 
principally  intended,  but  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  interefts  of  mankind.  There 
is  in  it  much  to  gratify  curiofity, 
and  much  to  excite  wife  and  philo- 
fophical  reflection.  And  it  is  but 
juftice  to  the  tranflator  to  obferve, 
that  he  hath  executed  his  undertak¬ 
ing,  which  was  rendered  difficult 
from  the  number  of  unufual  terms 
in  the  original,  with  very  uncom¬ 
mon  merit. 

44  An  Hiftorieal  and  Chronolo¬ 
gical  View  of  Roman  Law  ;  with 
Notes  and  Illuftrations.  By  Alex¬ 
ander  C.  Schomberg,  M.  A.  Fel¬ 
low  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,” 
is  a  learned,  accurate,  and  ufefui 
performance.  The  public  had  long 
wiilied  for  a  perfpicuous  and  well 

written  comDendium  of  the  civil 
± 

law.  This  work  hath  been  fuc- 
cefsfully  undertaken  by  our  author, 
who  with  great  critical  difeernment 
hath  marked  its  rife  and  prog  refs 

under 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE.  [285] 


under  the  regal,  confular,  and  im¬ 
perial  Hates  of  Rome.  He  hath, 
likewife,  enriched  his  chronological 
view  with  a  variety  of  entertaining 
notes,  on  curious  and  difficult  fub- 
jedts,  which  breathe  the  genuine 
fpirit  of  freedom,  and  are  proofs 
both  of  his  ingenuity  and  erudition. 
We  are  much  pleafed  with  the  pro- 
mife  of  a  fecond  volume  from  the 
fame  hand,  in  which  we  are  to  be 
p relented  with  the  revival  of  the 
Roman  law,  its  connedtion  with  the 
feudal  and  canon  codes,  its  charac¬ 
ter  and  influence  in  the  different 
courts  and  academies  of  Europe, 
and  the  lives  and  writings  of  its 
moll  eminent  profefi'ors. 

The  revival  of  the  queflion  re- 
fpedling  the  rights  of  juries,  and  the 
law  of  libels,  occalioned  by  the  dean 
of  St.  Afaph’s  trial,  hath  given  rife 
to  a  variety  of  publications  on  this 
fubjedt,  during  the  prefent  year. 
Among  the  reft,  “  The  Rights  of 
juries  vindicated/’  &c.  contains  the 
fpeeches  of  the  dean’s  council,  in 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  Weft- 
minfter,  in  fliewing  caufe  why  a 
new  trial  fliould  be  granted,  the  rule 
for  which  had  been  applied  for  by 
Mr.  Erikine,  The  fpeech  of  the 
iaft  mentioned  gentleman  on  behalf 
of  his  client,  was  equal  to  the 
higheft  expectations  of  thofe  who 
had  admired  his  former  pleadings  at 
Shrewfoury,  in  favour  of  conftitu- 
tional  liberty.  The  fubjedt  of  the 
law  of  libels  he  inveftigares  with 
the  utmoft  accuracy  and  perfpicuity, 
and  with  a  warmth  and  animation 
of  language,  which  his  feelings 
only  could  call  forth,  but  which  the 
occalion  abundantly  jultifled.  To 
obviate  any  unjuft  reflections  which 
might  be  caft  upon  himfelf,  for  his 
zeal  in  this  caufe,  after  avowing 
his  own  flncerity  of  intention,  he 
thus  concludes.  “  It  is  impoffible 
in  this  country  to  hurt  an  honeft 


man  ;  but  even  if  it  were,  I  fliould 
little  deferve  that  title,  if  I  could, 
upon  any  principle,  have  confented 
to  tamper  or  temporize  with  a  que- 
ftion  which  involves  in  its  determi¬ 
nation  and  in  its  confequences  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  and  in  that  li¬ 
berty  the  very  exiftence  of  every 
part  of  the  public  freedom.” 

The  pamphlet  of  an  anonymous 
author,  called  “  Difcuffions  of  the 
Law  of  Libels,  as  at  prefent  re¬ 
ceived,  in  which  its  authenticity  is 
examined ;  with  incidental  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  legal  Effedt  of  Pre¬ 
cedent  and  Authority,”  is  drawn  up 
in  the  dialogue  form,  and  is  written 
with  a  considerable  (hare  of  fpirit 
and  argument.  The  author  takes 
the  popular  and  coriftitutional  fide 
of  the  queflion  ;  and  reafons  with 
great  ingenuity  againft  the  admif- 
lion  of  precedent  and  authorities,  as 
prefumptive  evidence  of  law,  when 
inconfiftent  with  general  principles. 
What  he  fays,  however,  is  confined 
principally  to  libels  on  private  per- 
fons.  The  application  of  his  ar¬ 
guments  to  cafes  in  which  the  crown 
and  fubjedl  are  parties,  he  leaves  to 
a  future  publication. 

Of  Mr.  Lo fit’s  u  Eflay  on  the 
Lawr  of  Libels  ;  with  an  Appendix, 
containing  Authorities,”  we  give 
our  entire  approbation.  He  labours 
with  great  acutenefs  and  precifton 
in  eflablifhmo-  that  good  doctrine  re- 
fpedting  the  nature  of  libels,  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  prefs,  and  the  power 
of  a  jury,  which  is  juftly  the  pride 
of  Engliflimen.  One  part  of  his 
pamphlet  we  wifh  more  particularly 
to  recommend,  where,  in  nervous 
and  animated  language,  he  calls  on 
his  countrymen  to  coniider  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  privileges  of  a  juror  ;  and 
to  covet,  rather  than  decline,  a  fer- 
vice,  in  which  they  are  entrufted 
with  “  no  common  pledge  of  the 
confidence  of  their  country;”  in. 

/  which 
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which  they  are  called  upon  44  to  be 
the  friends  of  j ud ice,  protestors  of 
innocence,  benefactors  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  ro  defend  freedom,  and  afiert 
the  honour  of  the  conltitution.” 

Mr.  Dawes  hath  allb  publiftied 
two  pamphlets  on  the  fame  fubjedt, 
one  called,  44  England’s  Alarm  !  on 
the  prevailing  Dodtrine  of  Libels, 
&c.  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Mans¬ 
field  the  other,  44  The  Defor¬ 
mity  of  the  Dodtrine  of  Libels,” 
&c.  in  which  he  argues  very  fenii- 
bly  againft  the  opinions  refpedting 
libels,  which  have  been  formally 
delivered  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench.  He  particularly,  and  very 
forcibly,  oppofes  what*  hath  been 
faid  there,  refpedting  the  tendency 
of  every  libel  to  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  which  fuppofed  tendency 
hath  been  alledged  as  a  proof  of  its 
criminality  ;  and  contends,  that 
there  can  neither  be  a  crime  nor 
mifdemeanor  without  an  adt  d  ne 
with  an  evil  and  wicked  intention. 

u  A  Dialogue  between  a  fullice 
of  Peace  and  a  Farmer,  by  Thomas 
Day,  Efq.V  a  well  known  and  fire- 
nuous  afTertor  of  liberty,  concludes 
our  lilt  of  articles  in  which  we  meet 
with  reafonings  on  the  fubjedt  of  li¬ 
bels.  A  confiderable  part  of  this 
Dialogue  is  appropriated  to  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  a  quefiion  of  great  na¬ 
tional  importance ;  that  refpedting 
a  more  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people.  Mr.  Day  is  a  zealous  ad¬ 
vocate  for  a  parliamentary  reform, 
and  maintains  his  principle  with  a 
force  and  ability,  which  do  great 
credit  to  himfelf,  and  render  him 
formidable  to  his  opponents.  With 
equal  fpirit  he  anfwers  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  Mr.  Soame  Jcnyns,  and 
the  dean  of  Gloucelter,  againft  Mr. 
Locke’s  principles  of  government. 
On  the  fubjedt  of  libels,  he  takes 
'  the  fame  lide  of  the  queltion  with 
th.e  authors,  whole  works  we  have 
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juft  noticed.  In  his  excellent  ad¬ 
vice  to  jurymen  on  fitch  profecu- 
tions,  he  fhews,  to  conviction,  that 
it  is  their  duty  to  examine  the  na¬ 
ture  and  tendency  .of  the  publica¬ 
tion  before  them,  in  order  that  they 
may  fulfil  their  oaths*  and  do  juf- 
tice  to  the  accufed  ;  and  to  find, 
wherever  they  confcientiaully  can, 
a  general  verdidt. 

Mr.  Luders,  a  fenfible  and  inge¬ 
nious  barritfer,  hath  publifiied  a  vo¬ 
lume  of  44  Reports  of  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  in  Committees  of  the  Houle  of 
Commons,  on  controverted  Elec¬ 
tions,  heard  and  determined  during 
the  prefent  Parliament;”  which  is 
a  valuable  continuation  of  Mr.  Dou¬ 
glas’s  44  Hiltory  of  the  Cafes  of 
controverted  Elections.”  Our  au¬ 
thor,  in  the  execution  of  his  work, 
hath  (hewn  himfelf  to  be  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  parliamentary  pro¬ 
ceedings.  The  arguments  of  the 
counfel,  in  the  different  cafes,  he 
hath  judicioufly  and  happily  cora- 
prefied,  and  added  many  uleful 
notes  and  illuitrations,  which  are 
evidences  of  his  accuracy  and  learn¬ 
ing.  We  recommend  this  work  to 
profelfional  men,  and  to  our  other 
readers,  as  what  will  contribute  a 
very  defirable  addition  to  their  ltock 
of  parliamentary  and  hiitorical  in¬ 
formation. 

The  intelligent  writer  of 
44  Thoughts  on  executive  Juftice, 
with  refpeCt  to  our  criminal  Law, 
particularly  on  the  Circuits,”  &c. 
hath  given  it  as  his  cool  and  deli-K 
berate  opinion,  that  the  lenity  with 
which  our  criminal  law  is  admini- 
ftered,  is  one  principal  realbn  for 
the  great  increafe  of  the  molt  dar¬ 
ing  villainies,  and  of  capital  punifh- 
ments.  He  is  not  for  pleading  the 
caufe  of  inhumanity.  A  certainty 
of  pimifhment,  where  the  crimi¬ 
nal’s  guilt  is  latisfa&orily  eftablifli- 
ed,  would,  he  contends,  foon  lefien 

the 
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the  number  of  offenders,  and  ope¬ 
rate  moil  powerfully  as  a  prevention 
of  crimes.  We  confeis  that  his  rea- 
ion  mgs  appeay  to  us  to  be  founded 
on  much  obfervation  and  knowledge 
of  human  nature.  The  queftion, 
indeed,  is  attended  wi  h  its  difficul¬ 
ties.  At  firft  fight,  there  is  fome- 
thing  within  us  that  revolts  at  the 
author’s  propoial.  But  may  not 
our  decision  be  fundamentally 
wrong,  if  we  are  governed  in  it  by 
the  hafty  impulfe  of  our  feelings  ? 
Mr.  Baron  Perryn,  in  a  charge  of 
his  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  county 
of  Surrey,  animadverted  with  fome 
warmth  on  the  fentiments  of  our 
author  ;  obferving,  that  to  execute 
the  criminal  law  to  the  extent  re¬ 
commended  by  him,  would  be  mak¬ 
ing  our  laws  like  the  laws  of  Draco, 
which,  on  account  of  their  feverity, 
were  faid  to  be  written  in  blood. 
The  writer,  alfo,  of  a  44  Letter  to 
the  Author  of  Thoughts  on  exe¬ 
cutive  j iillice,”  who  appears  to  be 
a  perfon  of  ingenuity  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  fupports  the  fame  opinion 
with  the  learned  judge.  In  an 
44  Appendix  to  Thoughts  on  exe¬ 
cutive  Juilice,”  &c.  the  author  of 
that  little  volume,  with  decency  and 
candour,  juftihes  himfelf  againftthe 
imputations  call  on  his  perform¬ 
ance,  and  with  frefli  vigour  fup¬ 
ports  the  principle  which  he  had  laid 
down  in  it.  Whether  the  opinion 
of  our  readers  be  in  favour  of  our 
author  or  his  opponents,  we  have  to 
lament  it  with  them,  that  effectual 
meafures  are  not  purfued  for  break¬ 
ing  the  many  dangerous  combina¬ 
tions  which  fupport  a  regular  fyflem 
of  villainy,  and  for  protecting  from 
injury  and  depredation  our  perfons 
and  property. 

u  A  Collection  and  Abridgement 
of  celebrated  criminal  Trials  in 
Scotland,  from  1^36  to  1784,  with 
hiftorical  and  critical  Remarks,  by 


Hugo  Arnot,  Efq.  Advocate,”  is 
highly  fpoken  of  and  recommended 
by  thofe  who  have  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  reading  it.  The  talk  which, 
he  undertook  muff  have  been  a  la¬ 
borious  one ;  and,  completed  by 
the  abilities  and  judgment  of  which 
the  author  is  faid  to  be  poffeffed, 
muff  be  an  acceptable  prefent  to 
gentlemen  of  the  law,  and  to  hifto- 
rians. 

Dr.  Price’s  44  Obfervations  on 
the  Importance  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  the  Means  of  mak¬ 
ing  it  ufeful  to  the  World,”  is  a 
production  peculiarly  intereffing  to 
the  new  ffates,  and  full  of  fenti¬ 
ments  of  virtue  and  benevolence, 
that  will  recommend  it  to  every  li¬ 
beral  mind.  The  open  and  manly 
part  w  hich  he  took,  by  Iqs  writ¬ 
ings,  in  the  American  dffpute,  is 
univerfally  known.  His  friends 
know  like  wife,  that  when  he  exe¬ 
crated  the  injuffice  and  folly  of 
England  in  that  unhappy  quarrel, 
and  protefted  again  ft  t  he  hoftile 
meafures  fhe  purfued  againff  Ame¬ 
rica,  he  found  himfelf  called  upon 
to  make  a  painful  facrifice  to  truth 
and  integrity.  That  while  he  pro- 
phelied  evil  to  his  country,  his 
heart  was  feverely  affeCted  by  her 
calamities.  The  prefent  treadle 
contains  advices  to  the  Americans 
on  fome  great  points,  which  parti¬ 
cularly  require  their  attention  to 
make  them  happy  in  themielves, 
and  ufeful  to  mankind.  Thefe  ad¬ 
vices  refpeCt  the  redemption  of  their 
public  debts,  and  fuch  meafures  as 
are  heft  calculated  to  preferve  and 
perpetuate  peace  in  America.  To 
thefe  Obfervations  is  added  a  Let¬ 
ter  from  Mr.  Turgot,  late  comp¬ 
troller-general  of  the  finances  in 
France,  a  perfon  of  a  very  enlarg¬ 
ed  and  liberal  turn  of  mind,  whole 
ffudies  in  the  political  fchool  of 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Price,  proved  of  moH  effiential 
fervice  ro  his  country.  The  will 
of  M.  Fortune  Ricard,  which  con¬ 
cludes  this  pamphlet,  contains  an 
amufing  and  humorous  application 
of  the  doctor’s  account  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  compound  intereffi,  and  the 
ufes  to  which  it  may,  be  applied  for 
the  benefit  of  mankii.d.  We  can¬ 
not  refrain  from  prefenting  to  our 
readers  a  fentence  from  one  of  the 
do fior’s  notes,  which  exhibits  a 
faithful  picture  of  his  mind,  on  a 
calm  review  of  the  part  he  hath 
fuflained  as  a  political  and  moral 
writer.  “  And  now,  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  a  life  devoted  to  enquiry, 
and  fpent  in  endeavours  (weak  in¬ 
deed  and  feeble)  to  ferve  the  belt 
interefls,  prefent  and  future,  of 
mankind,  I  am  waiting  for  the 
great  teacher,  convinced  that 
the  order  of  nature  is  perfect ;  th  ;t 
infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs  go¬ 
vern  all  things  ;  and  that  Chris¬ 
tianity  comes  from  God  :  but  at 
the  fame  time  puzzled  by  many 
difficulties,  anxious  for  more  light, 
and  refling  with  full  and  conflant 
affirmance  only  on  this  one  truth — 
that  the  practice  of  virtue  is  the 
duty  and  dignity  of  man  ;  and,  in 
all  events,  his  wifefl  and  fafeffi 
courfe.” 

To  the  number  of  fp.eculative 
and  philofophical  writers,  whofe 
opinion  and  advice  have  been  of¬ 
fered  to  the  Hates  of  America,  we 
have  now  to  add  the  count  de  Mi- 
rabeau,  who  hath  publifhed  u  Con- 
iiderations  on  the  Order  of  Ciricin- 
natus,  &. c.”  with  fome  notes  and 
reflections  on  the  preceding"  work 
of  Dr.  Price.  This  order  was  eita- 
blifhed  in  America,  foon  after  the 
peace,  and  is  compofed  of  the  ge¬ 
nerals  and  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  united  Hates.  The 
French  officers  likewife,  who  ferved 
in  America,  have  been  adopted  into . 
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it.  The  count  de  Mirabeau  con- 
Ciders  this  order  as  the  creation  of 
a  military  nobility  •  of  a  danger¬ 
ous  ariflocratic  power,  which  will 
ultimately  prove  ruinous  to  the  li¬ 
berties  of  the  new  empire.  But 
his  appreheniions  he  founds  prin¬ 
cipally  on  a  fuppofed  right  of  in¬ 
heritance  connected  with  this  ho¬ 
nour,  to  render  it  hereditary  % 
which  hath  been  given  up  and  to¬ 
tally  difclaimed  by  the  fociety.  In 
his  obfervations  on  Dr.  Price’s 
work,  our  author  differs  from  him 
very  effientially  on  the  degree  of 
power  to  be  allowed  to  congrefs, 
and  on  what  he  had  written  relpeCt- 
ing  the  difad  vantages  and  evils 
which  would  arile  to  America  front 
a  vigorous  profecution  of  com¬ 
merce.  Thefe  ConHderations  are 
written  with  much  animation  and 
enthufiafm,  corrected  by  good  fenfe 
and  a  found  judgment.  They  feem 
to  have  originated  in  an  earneffi  de¬ 
fire  of  feeing  eflabliflied,  in  one 
corner  of  the  world  at  leafl,  a  fyf- 
tem  of  government  as  perfeCt  and 
equal  as  poflible,  that  u  of  men 
over  themfelves  in  which  u  the 
members  of  the  community  are 
confederates,  net  f&bjects  •  and 
their  rulers,  fervants,  not  maHers.” 
What  he  fays  in  his  notes,  on  the 
fubjeCt  of  reprefentation,  popula¬ 
tion,  and  commerce,  is  founded  on 
much  reflection  and  knowledge  of 
mankind,  and  is  well  deferving  of 
the  attention  of  the  Englifh  reader. 

In  pure  Mathematics,  the  learned 
world  is  under  conflderable  obliga¬ 
tions  to  Dr.  Hutton,  profeffor  of 
mathematics  in  the  Royal  Military 
Academy  at  Woolwich,  for  his  ac¬ 
curate  and  valuable  Collection  of 
“  Mathematical  Tables  :  contain¬ 
ing  common,  hyperbolic,  and  lo- 
gittic  Logarithms,  &c.”  In  an 
u fCful  and  entertaining  introduce 


tion,  which  is  prefixed  to  this  vo¬ 
lume,  the  author,  after  having  un¬ 
dergone  the  fatigue  of  immenfe  la¬ 
bour  and  reading,  prefents  to  us 
an  44  Hifiorical  Account  and  De- 
fcription  of  all  Trigonometrical 
W  ritings,  and  the  Tables  relating 
to  that  Subject,  both  natural  and 
logarithmic  ;  in  wh  ch  Inventions 
are  afcribed  to  their  proper  Au¬ 
thors,  and  their  Methods  and  Im¬ 
provements  defcribed  and  compar¬ 
ed.1”  Beiides  collating  the  differ¬ 
ent  editions  of  thefe  writings  and 
tables,  by  which  means  many  er¬ 
rors  have  been  corrected  by  him, 
the  doctor  hath  added  confiderable’ 
improvements  of  his  own,  and  ad¬ 
ditional  tables  which  are  entirely 
new.  One  difco very  he  hath  made 
which  is  of  too  curious  and  impor¬ 
tant  a  nature  not  to  be  mentioned 
by  us.  He  hath  been  enabled  to 
fhew,  clearly  and  unqueftionably, 
that  the  merit  of  inventing  the  bi¬ 
nomial  theorem,  and  the  difteren-* 
tial  calculus,  almoft  univtrfally 
afcribed  to  iir  Ifaac  Newton,  is  due 
to  Mr.  Henry  Briggs,  the  firftprofef- 
ibrof  geometry  in  Grefham  college. 

Great  commendation  is  likevvife 
due  to  Dr.  Hales,  fellow  of  Tri¬ 
nity  college,  Dublin,  on  account 
of  the  time,  attention,  and  labour, 
which  he  mu  ft  have  employed  on 
his  44  Analyus  iEquationum,  or 
Refolution  of  Equations.”  The 
author’s  delign  was  to  prefent  to 
the  world  a  concife,  methodical 
treatife  of  algebra  ;  in  which  that 
Ibience  fhould  be  freed  from  all  pof- 
fibie  uncertainty  ;  audits  evidence, 
like  that  of  geometry,  itand  on 
the  ground  of  clear  and  valid  de- 
monftration.  And  that  he  hath 
fucceeded  in  a  manner  fuperior  to 
any  who  have  written  before  him 
on  this  important  part  of  the  ma¬ 
thematics,  thofe  who  are  heft  UdlLed 
in  the  fubjed  will  readily  ackjagw- 
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ledge.  He  hath,  at  the  fame  time, 
been  happy  in  uniting,  in  an  ele¬ 
mentary  work,  elegance  with  ufe- 
fulnefs  and  perfpicuity.  The  hif- 
tory  of  the  principal  analytical  in¬ 
ventions  will  afford  the  reader  con¬ 
liderable  amufement,  and  44  lighten 
the  wearifomenefs  of  abftrufe  dif- 
quifition.” 

The  Royal  Society  have  pretty 
regularly  publiflied  the  two  parts 
of  their  volume  within  the  year  : 
and  the  Seventy-fifth  Volume  of 
the  Philolophical  Tranfadtions  is, 
in  many  refpeds,  interelting.  We 
fhall  fir  ft  mention,  becaufe  it  is  a 
national  work  of  great  importance, 
the  Meafurement  of  a  Bale  for  a 
Series  of  Triangles,  by  General 
•Roy.  The  accuracy  of  this  ope¬ 
ration  is  very  conliderable,  when 
we  re  fie  df  on  the  numerous  difficul¬ 
ties  attending  it ;  but  impediments 
are  of  Tittle  confequence  under  a 
royal  patronage,  and  with  the  moll 
expert  inftrument-makers  at  their 
.command.  From  thofe,  however, 
which  they  experienced,  we  have 
learned  to  pity  Maupertuis,  Con- 
damme,  and  their  reipedive  com¬ 
panions,  within  the  Ardic  circle* 
or  under  the  Equator.  From  the 
failures  of  general  Roy  we  have 
acquired  fome  fat  is  factory  know¬ 
ledge,  which  will  direct  future  geo¬ 
meters,  particularly  relating  to  the 
expansibility  of  deal  rods,  though 
formed  from  the  longitudinal  fibres 
of  the  fir.  The  menfuration  was 
at  laid  completed  with  glafs  rods, 
which  were  drawn  to  twenty  feet 
in  length,  and  perfectly  ftrait.  The 
objed  of  this  menfuration  is  to  con¬ 
ned  a  feries  of  triangles,  with 
thofe  conftrudted  from  a  given 
bafe  by  the  French  academicians  at 
Calais,  to  afeertain,  among  other 
circumftances,  the  relative  fituatlon 
of  the  two  great  observatories  of 
Greenwich  and  Park*  The  uti- 
r  lit  y 
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Hty  of  this  meafure,  with  refpedt 
to  aflronomical  obfervations,  mull 
.be  obvious.  When  aftronomy  is 
the  theme,  Mr.  Iierfchell’s  name 
fhould  not  be  far  off.  He  has 
enriched  the  Tranfadtions  of  the 
Society  with  another  Catalogue  of 
Double  Stars,  and  added  a  paper 
on  the  Conftrudtion  of  the  Hea¬ 
vens.  The  term  mud  fill  the  mind 
with,  the  mod  fublime  ideas  ;  but 
they  will  be  railed  fill  higher  by 
the  paper  itfelf,  By  fuppofing 
only  that  gravity  and  a  projectile 
force  pervades  all  nature,  Mr,  Her- 
fchell  thews,  that  the  ftars  mull: 
neceffarily  form  groups  of  differ¬ 
ent  kinds,  fuch  as  we  ufually  per¬ 
ceive,  The  vaft  extent  of  the  whole 
fyilem,  and  the  atom  of  it  which  we 
perceive,  though  nearly  in  the  midff 
of  a  vaft  group  of  funs,  which  we 
have  termed  the  milky  wray,  is  tru¬ 
ly  wonderful.  Mr.  Herfchellfeems 
to  have  examined  them  from  their 
origin,  when  the  liars  have  began 
to  form  groupes,  to  their  termina¬ 
tion,  when  the  force  of  gravity, 
overcoming  the  projedtile  force,  has 
united  the  wftiole  mafs  in  one  vaft 
r,uin>  of  which  our  own  lyftem  may 
one  day  (and  who  knows  when  ?) 
furniflv  a  memorable  example.  Since 
our  laft  publication,  other  liars 
have  been  found  to  vary  in  their 
degree  of  light.  The  rj  Antinoi  ap¬ 
peared  to  Mr.  Pigot  to  have  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  7  days,  4  hours,  38' ;  and 
the  6  Lyne  to  Mr.  Goodriche,  to 
have  completed  its  changes  in  about 
12  days,  19  hours.  Other  aftro- 
nomical  obfervations  are  iffferted 
an  the  annual  volume  of  the  Tranf- 
adtions  communicated  by  'M.  de 
Zach.  Mr.  Landen’s  paper  “  On 
the  rotatory  Motion  of  a  Body  of 
an>T  Form,  revolving  without  Re- 
flraint  .about  any  Axis,  palling 
through  its  Centre  off  G  ravity,”  is 
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exceedingly  ingenious,  and  deferve's 
to  be  mentioned  in  this  place,  as  it 
is  fubfervient  to  aftronomy. 

Mr.  Vince  has  added  a  iupple- 
ment  to  the  third  part  of  his  paper 
“On  the  Summation  of  infinite  Se¬ 
ries,”  and  has  alio  communicated 
to  the  fociety  fome  very  ufeful  ex¬ 
periments  011  friction.  Thefe  fhew 
us  that  fridtion,  in  hard  bodies,  is 
an  uniformly  retarding  force  ;  but 
in  others,,  increafed  with  the  ve¬ 
locity.  He  has  demonftrated  alfo, 
that  fridtion  increafes  in  a  lefs  ratio 
than  the  quantity  of  matter  j  but 
we  can  only  felect  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  parts.  While  we  purfue  the 
Natural  Philofophy  contained  in 
the  Tranfadtions,  we  mull;  mention 
Dr.  Darwin’s  u  Artificial  Spring,” 
procured  by  boring  through  an  in¬ 
cumbent  firatum  of  earth,  which 
confined  it ;  the  account  of  a  u  Vol¬ 
cano  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent,” 
and  Mr.  Kinvan’s  very  ufeful  Tables 
of  Specific  Gravities’,  taken  at  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  of  heat,  with  the 
eafy  means  of  reducing  them  to  a 
common  ftandard.  Mr.  Morgan’s 
“Obfervations  and  Experiments  otn 
the  Light  of  Bodies  in  a  State  of 
Combuftion,”  on  the  appearance  of 
electric,  and  the  nature  of  phol- 
phoric  light,  are  very  ingenious. 
He  has  alfo  been  enabled  to  de- 
feribe  the  appearance  of  elebtric 
light,  in  a  perfedt  vacuum,  by  hav¬ 
ing  exhaufted  air  from  a  veffel  mors 
completely  than  any  of  his  prede- 
ceffors  ;  he  has  alfo  very  effeftually 
afcertalned  the  non-condudting  pow¬ 
er  of  a  perfedt  vacuum.  Dr.  G. 
Fordyce,  in  his  “  Account  of  fome 
Experiments  on  the  Lofs  of  Weight 
in  Bodies,  on  being  melted  or  heat¬ 
ed,”  feems  clearly  to  have  lhewn 
that  water  gains  weight  by  freezing. 

Experiments  of  this  kind  mull 
be  often  repeated,  before  we  can 

advance 
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advance  one  ftep  with  fecu :  .•  ••  m. 
their  explanation.  We  find,  how¬ 
ever,  that  philofophers  have  pro- 
ceeded  to  enquire  into  the  nature 
of  thofe  bodies,  which  have  been 
hitherto  ftyled  elementary.  They 
have  endeavoured  to  analyze  water, 
and  have  fometimes  fucceeded  in 
recompounding  it.  Dr.  Prieftley’s 
u  Obfervations  and  Experiments  on 
Air  and  Water,5 ’  are  equally  mo¬ 
numents  of  his  ingenuity  and  his 
candor.  Mia  Cavendifh’s  “  Ob¬ 
fervations  on  Air”  have  added  to 
bur  knowledge  of  the  relation  be¬ 
tween  this  element  and  the  nitrous 
acid.  That  we  do  not  enlarge 
fully  on  thefe  difcoveries  arifes 
fiOTR  fome  difficulties  which  have 
been  entertained  relating  to  them, 
Philofophers  are  at  this  moment  at¬ 
tending  to  the  fubjedl^  arid  we  have 
little  doubt  of  being  able  to  an¬ 
nounce^  in  our  fucceffive  volumes, 
at  a  period  not  far  diftant,  difco¬ 
veries  no  lefs  fplendid'thail  ufeful  ; 
not  lefs  interefting  in  their  nature 
than  extenfive  in  their  application. 
Plants  of  a  humbler,  and  fometimes 
of  a  noxious  clafs,  are  frequently 
mixed  with,  and  fometimes  deiiroy 
thecorn.  Dr. Hamilton’s  “Thoughts 
on  the  Formation  and  Properties  of 
Air”  will  puzzle  and  millead  the  in¬ 
experienced,  inftead  of  dirediirlg 
him.  The  little  attention  this  au¬ 
thor  is  likely  to  gain,  will  probably 
leifen  the  mifchief.  Dr,  Pearfon, 
in  his  little  work,  entitled  u  Di¬ 
rections  for  impregnating  Buxton 
Water  with  Gaffes,”  endeavours  to 
do  fervice  :  he  will  probably  fuc- 
ceed  ;  but  at  any  rate  his  motive 
fhould  procure  him  a  refpeCtful  at¬ 
tention.  Dr.  Pugh  has  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  add  to  our  knowledge  on  a 
fubjeCt  little  underftood,  by  tranl- 
lating  Pouzaire’s  “  Treatife  on 
the  Waters  of  Balaruc  ;”  hut  the 
original  author  was  incapable  of 
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giving*  much  information,  and 
Dr.  1  'basin  fome  degree  ob- 
fed  red  that  light'  which  Pouzaire 
might  have  adorded.  He  has* 
however,  repuhliftied  the  origiifaL 
We  mull  not  leave  the  aerial  ele¬ 
ment  without  mentioning  the  works 
Which  relate  to  Aereoftatioii/brf  as; 
it  has  been  lately  called  “  Airy  Re¬ 
creations.”  Mr.  Cavallo  has  col- 
leCted  a  very  Satisfactory  account  of 
the  “  Hi  (lory  and  Practice  of  Aero 
Nation,”  and  Mr.  Southern  has  pub- 
lifhed  a  more  minute  “  Treatife  on 
aeroftatical  Machines,”  with  the 
calculations  necelfary  for  their  fcien- 
tific  conftrudHon.  We  mu  ft  leave 
thefe  gentlemen  to  their  flights, 
lince  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  decide 
on  the  propriety  or  the  importance 
of  their  purfuits.  An  employment 
perhaps  equally  chimerical,  and  an 
inveftigatioii  not  lefs  viiionary,  is 
the  cure  of  difeafes  by  animal  mag- 
netifm,  u  The  Report  of  the  Com- 
miffioners,  charged  by  the  King  of 
France  with  the  Examination  of 
Mefmer’s  and  Deflon’s  pretenftons” 
has,  during  the  courfemf  this  year, 
been  made  our  own,  by  an  accu¬ 
rate  tranilatiom  We  only  echo  the 
general  voice,  by  pronouncing  it  a 
mafterly  and  a  fatisfadtory  refutation 
of  thefe  plauftble  impoiitions. 

In  this  department  we  find  fome 
works,  which  may  be  more  ftrictly 
called  chemical.  Dr.  Elliot’s  tranf- 
lation  of  Fourcroy’s  “  Elementary 
Lectures  on  Chemiftry  and  Natural 
Hiftory”  is  executed  with  credit, 
though  not  with  any  We  confrder- 
able  accuracy  i  the  merit  -  bf  the 
original  work  has  never  been  dif- 

o  e . 

puted.  u  The  chemical  Analyhs  of 
Wolfram,  by  Don  J.  Jofeph  and 
Don  Fault  6  de  Liiyart,”  explains 
the  nature  of  this  peculiar  mineral, 
in.  an  accurate  and  perfpicuous  man¬ 
ner  :  thefe  chemilts  were  difciples 
of  the  late  celebrated  Bergman,  and 

T  2  the 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE, 


the  ‘  tranflation  is  executed  with 
the  greateft  propriety,  by  Mr. 
Ou Ill'll ,  The  chemiitry  of  veget¬ 
able  and  animal  fubdances  has 
been  hitherto  In  a  very  imperfect! 
date  i  fome  approaches  have  been 
lately  made  towards  a  more  exadt 
inveOigation  of  their  nature  ;  but, 
in  this  year,  We  can  only  mention 
Ferris’s  “  Differtation  on  Milk,”  a 
vdry  imperfect  work  ;  Mr.  Irving’s 
*f  Experiments  on  the  Red  and 
Quill  Peruvian  Bark;”  Dr.  Ken- 
tillVs  “  Obiervations  on  the  Carib¬ 
bean  Bark.”  The  fecond  conveys 
lbme  information,  and  the  lad  ex¬ 
plains  the  nature  of  a' fpecies  of 
bark,  not  hitherto  much  known, 
though  formerly  defended  in  the 
Phllofb'phicai  T ranfadtions .  In  this 
line  of  chemical  pharmacy,  we 
meet  with  a  model!  trad!  entitled 
a  Obfervations  on  Antimonial  Pre¬ 
parations,”  recommending  a  new 
medicine,  which  the  author  has 
promi fed  to  teach  us  how  to  pre¬ 
pare  ;  but  its  merits  mud  be  afeer- 
tained  by  experience.  Dr.  Fal¬ 
coner  of  Bath,  has  alfo  publilhed 
ail  edition  of  Dr.  Dobfon’s,  “  Com¬ 
mentary  on  fixed  Air.”  The  ap¬ 
pendix,  which  is  new,  relates  to 
the  Lithontriptic  effects  of  the  Aqua 
Mephitica  Alkatina.  Mr.Godbold’s 
Letter  on  Ccnfumptions  chiefly 
relate  to  the  remarkable  effects  of 
-feme  vegetable  fubdances  in  the 
form  of  fyrups.  If  their  properties 
are  altered  fo  much  as  their  names, 
they  may  really  poffefs  fome  vir¬ 
tue  ;  but  in  their  natural  date,  they 
are  equally  funple  and  ineffectual. 
The  tobacco  recommended  by  Dr. 
Fowler  in  droplies,  vvhofe  effects 
be’  ha?  publidied  under  the  title  of 
*f  MetijcaT  Ileports,5’  is  not  greatly 
changed  in  the  preparation.  It  is 
given  irRmfufion  only  •  but  we 
are  'informed1^  that  it  has  not  fuc- 
cefeded  fo"  well  as  XHt  expected 


from  the  Reports.  Dr.  Withering^ 
“  Account  of  the  Foxglove”  con¬ 
tained  more  numerous  trials,  by  a 
greater  variety  of  pradtitioners, 
than  Dr.  Fowler’s  Reports  ;  and 
there  is  fome  reafon  to  think,  that 
it  may  become  an  uftful  .medicine  : 
it  mud,  however,  be  ufed  with 
caution,  becaufe  it  has  been  attend¬ 
ed  with  fome  difagreeable  effects. 
Indead  of  inconveniences,  Dr. 
Mofely  ’s  “Obfervations  on  Coffee” 
promile  nothing  but  advantages. 
The  utility  of  this  berry  is  probably 
exaggerated  ;  but  the  work  con¬ 
tains  fome  entertaining  circum- 
dances,  relating  to  the  hiitory  of 
the  introdudiion  of  ' this  beverage. 
No  treatife  on  theMateria  Medica 
in  general  has  appeared,  during 
this  year  :  the  only  work  on  that 
fubjedt  is  a  ihort  compilation,  by 
Dr.  Aikin,  under  the  title  of  <c  A 
Manual.”  The  attentive  and  in- 
duilrious  Dr.  Hope,  in  \his  purfuit 
of  Natural  Hiltofy  and  Botany,  does 
not  negiedt  thole  branches  of  it, 
which  apply  to  his  own  profeffion. 
He  has  greatly  gratified'  us,  by  a 
very  accurate  defeription  and  de¬ 
lineation  of  the  fpecies  of  Ferula, 
called,  from  the  drug  which  it  af¬ 
fords,  the  adafeetida  :  we  want  no 
additional  information  of  its  vir¬ 
tues.  In  the  fame  volume  of  the 
Phil'ofophical  T  ranfadtions,  we  find 
a  defeription  of  a  tree  of  the  fen- 
li five  kind,  the  Averrhoa  Caram- 
bola,  by  Dr.  Bruce,  whofe  name 
has  been  given  to  an  anti-dy  fen  trie 
plant.  The  leaves  are  pennated, 
and  the  irritable  part  is  the  joint 
of  the  footdalk. 

Reilhan’s  “  Flora  Cantabrigien- 
ils,”  is  a  more  general  botanical 
work,  though  it  contains  only  the 
plants  of  a  particular  ipot.  It  is 
executed  with  great  care  and  ability, 
and  ^  lately  rendered  more  com- 
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p! etc*  by  the  addition  of  a  Sup¬ 
plement.  Thefe  humble  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  hedges  ihould  not  be 
over-looked  by  the  planter,  ,and 
ornamental  gardener,  for  they  will 
divej'fify  the  banks  of  a  rivulet,  re¬ 
lieve  the  glaring  colours  of  the 
ranunculus,  or  break  the  continu¬ 
ed  whitenefs  of  the  daifey.  The 
elegant  author  of  a  “  PradticaiTrea- 
tife  on  Planting  and  Ornamental 
Gardening,”  is  not  inattentive  to 
fuch  minute  circumftances,  in  the 
difpofai  of  his  grounds  :  the  work 
is  dictated  by  an  elegant  tafte,  cor¬ 
rected  by  judgment  and  experience. 
4 4  The  Complete  Wall-tree  Prim¬ 
er,”  a  work  which  contains  the 
propagation  and  botanical  ar¬ 
rangement  of  plants  and  trees,  by 
Mr.  Abercrombie,  has  a  different 
claim  to  our  notice,  as  it  .contains 
ibme  valuable  directions  for  a  pur- 
pofe,  whole  utility  is  more  imme¬ 
diate  and  obvious.  To  thofe  who 
wifti  to  ft  11  fly  every  part  of  Botany 
fcientifically,  prole  Ho  i'  Martin  in 
his  t  ran  Hat  ion  of  44  Rouileau’s  Let¬ 
ters”  and  his  valuable  additions  to 
them  on  the  Elements  of  Botany, 
will  afford  confiderablendiffanee. 

Botany  has  been  much  benefited 
by  the  labours  of  Dr.  Spgrrman, 
whole  4k  Voyage  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,”  has  lately  been  made 
our  own,  by  a  judicious  tranilation. 
CVe  derive  much  information  from 
it  both  in  geography,  and  natural 
hiftory.  While  Dr.  Sparnnan  has 
ill  lift  raxed  the  natural  hiftory  of 
the  antarctic  regions,  Mr.  Pennant 
has  explained  the  nature  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  arCtic  cirle,  and 
parts  adjacent.  His  44  Artie  Zoo¬ 
logy,”  publilhed  in  two  volumes, 
4to,  is  in  every  refpeCf  a  valuable 
\vork.  The  introduction,  which 
contains  fome  geographical  defenp- 
tions,  with  philolophical  remarks, 
jnay  be  read  with  gi  ear  advantage  ; 


jt  is  an  accurate,  intelligent  ac¬ 
count  of  the  natural  hiftory  of  the 
arctic  ft  10 res,  and  with  foinb  animat¬ 
ed  deferiptions  of  the  fiiblime  fcene.s 

»  ■*’ ,  '  _  ,J' 

which  they  afford.  Jn  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  natural  hiftory,  lour  read¬ 
ers  will  be  glad  to  hear,  that  Mr* 
Latham  has  completed  his  44  Ge¬ 
neral  Synoplis”  of  Birds  ;  but  a 
fubjeCt,  which  daily  incr. cafes  in 
every  dimenlion,  can  never  ..  be 
wholly  finilhed.  Mr.  Latham  mu  ft, 
of  courfe,  publifh  a  fupplemciit, 
which  will  bring  his  work  lti  il  near¬ 
er  to  perfection.  The  laft  volume 
of  the  Philolophical  TranfaCtions 
has  furnifhed  one  additional  lpeci'es 
for  his  lift  :  it  is  an  Englifti  bird  of 
the  genus  motacilla,  probably  mi¬ 
gratory,  ft y led  arundinacea,  becaufe 
the  neft  is  fufpended  between  the 
branches  of  a  tree  by  reeds.  This 
is  not  the  only  novelty  in  natural 
hiftory,  which  the  collection,  juft 
referred  to,  affords.  MMr.  Lfowe 
has  deferibed  a  new  marine  animal, 
with  tentacula  and  double  cones, 
to  protect  the  fofter  parts.  It  was 
found  in  a  brain  ftone,  railed,  pro¬ 
bably  by  a  hurricane,  from  the 
depth  of  the  fea.  Some  anim&l  ex¬ 
uviae,  found  in  a  bed  of,  tuft,  are 
alfo  deferibed  in  the  fame  volume, 
viz.  a  ftag*s  head  and  horns  of  a, 
very  coniidcrable  fize.  To  defeend 
in  the  fcale  of  animated  nature,  we 
mult  next  mention  Mr.  Barbut’s 
44  Genera  Vermium.”  This  is  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  his  former  work,  which 
contained  the  infects .  The  de- 
lcriptions  are,  as  ufual,  in  Latin 
and  French, — the  plates  correct  and 
elegant  reprefentations. 

A  -'‘"larlw  'ok'- <yb 

In  the  .'natural,  hiftory  of  the  hu¬ 
man  body  we  cannot ‘enumerate, 
any  valuable  works.  Of  the  de:- 
feriptive  kind,  there  are  none ;  and 
of  the  phyliological  very  few,  I)r. 
Berkenhout  has  col’hcCtcd  the  iymp- 
3  toms 
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toms  of  difeafes,  for  the  ufe  of  {In¬ 
dents  and  apothecaries  ;  Dr.  Wallis 
has  collected  and  tranflated  Saur 
rage’s  Defcriptions  of  the  Difeafes 
of  the  Eyes,  and  Dr.  Motherby’s 
new  Edition  of  his  Medical  Didio- 
hary,  , among  many  important  ad¬ 
ditions^  Is  greatly  improved  in  this 
hranch.  X)r., Gardiner,  in  his  “  Ob- 
jervatibns  on  'the  Animal  (Econo¬ 
my,  ”  unites  both  theory  and  prac¬ 
tice.  Elis  theory,  however  is,  in 
many  refpeds,  exceptionable  :  it 
approaches  very  nearly  to  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  a  new  fydem,  lately  fprurig 
op  in  our  neighbouring  univeriity, 
one.  of  thole  noxious  weeds  lately 
mentioned,  inseparable  from  a  fer¬ 
tile,  luxuriant  foil,  and  frequently 
a  p  roof  of  its  excellence.  We  have 
formerly  mentioned  it,  when  we 
fpoke  of  Brown’s  Elements  of  Me¬ 
dicine.  The  Defcription  of  Difeafes 
is  taken  from  Sir  John  Pringle’s 
MSS.  and  is  pretty  certainly  to  be 
depended  on,  as  accurate  and  judi¬ 
cious.  The  pradice  does  not  mate¬ 
rially  dilfe?  from  that  of  other  phyli- 
cja'ns.  Df.  Dickenlon’s  ‘‘Enquiry 
into  the  Nature  and  Caufe  of  Fe¬ 
vers,”  is  an  exceptionable  work  of 
the  fame  complexion.  Mr.  Rigby’s 
“  Eifay  on  Animal  Pleat,”  is  in  a 
great  meafure  alfo  a  pradiical  work. 
He  wifhes,  that  its  pradical  part, 
fhould  be  feparated,  in  the  eflima- 
tion  of  its  merits,  from  the  theory. 
We  willingly  grant  his  requel’t  ; 
and,  while  we  hefitate  in  following 
•his  phyiiologieai  opinions,  are  fully 
convinced  of  the  jufmefs  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  his  other  precepts.  This 
author’s  “  Effay‘011  the  Uterine 
.Haemorrhage”  has  been  printed  the 
third  time,  in  this  year  ;  and,  we 
only  join  in  the  opinion  of  the  bell 
judges,  when  we  pronounce  it  to  he 
a  very  valuable  and  ufeful  work. 
The  “Cafe  of  a  Ruptured  Uterus” 
published  by  Mr.  Douglas,  is  in- 
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deed  an  extraordinary  one  ;  but 
the  “  Obfervations”  on  it  are  not 
very  remarkable  :  we  think  it  pret¬ 
ty  clear,  that  a  laceration  in  the 
thinner  and  more  membranous  part 
of  the  uterus,  near  the  os  tineae 
may  not  be  fuddenly  fatal  ;  and, 
with  proper  care,  is  by  no  means  a 
defperate  accident  It  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  us  to  anounce  only  Dr, 
Cockell’s  “  Eifay  on  the  Retrovert- 
ed  Uterus.’’  Of  midwifery  more 
generally,  we  have  received  a  fyifem 
from  Dr  Spence,  which  is  in  many 
refpeds  partial,  in  others  incom¬ 
plete  :  on  the  whole,  it  is  a  very 
unfaithful  guide.  Among  the  more 
general  fyftems  of  furgery,  we  muft 
mention  "Mr.  Bell’s  third  volume, 
which  has  appeared  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  and  is  finiflied  with 
the  fame  accuracy  and  attention, 
which  has  didinguifhed  the  form¬ 
er  volumes. 

We  have  perceived  no  great  im¬ 
provement,  nor  any  great  novelty, 
in  our  Annual  Review  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  Ranches  of  Surgery.  Mr. 
Wathen’s  “  Dilfertation  on  the^ 
Theory  and  Cure  of  the  Catarad,” 
is  an  ufeful  compilation,  of  what 
is  in  general  known,  Mr.  Low’s 
“,Chiropodologia,”  is  a  compilation 
in  a  humbler  line,  and  of  much'morc 
inconfiderable  merit.  Mr,  Mynors’ 
“  Elillory  of  the  Pradice  of  Tre¬ 
panning  the  Skull,”  is  a  good  ac¬ 
count  of  the  pradice  of  the  earlier 
furg'eons.  It  was  occalioned  by 
feme  little  difpute,  with' the  editor 
of  the  “  Medical  Journal”  on  a 
cafe  tranfmitted  to  him  by  the  at; - 
thor,  containing  &  new  method  for 
railing  the  fcalp,  which  Mr.  My  nors 
thought  was  improperly/attributed 
to  another  perfoh.  Mr.  Ruipini’s 
Relation  of  “  the  EfFeds  of  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  Styptic”  is  more  origi¬ 
nal  ■  and,  if  fipported  by  future 
,  experiments,  may  provefa  valuable 

improve- 
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improvement.  Mr.  Harrifon  has 
added  to  the  cafes  already  collect¬ 
ed,  in  proof  of  the  good  effects  of 
Fixed  Air.  or  rather  of  ferment¬ 
ing  cataplaims,  in  Mortifications 
of  the  lower  Extremities.  Huma¬ 
nity  will  fet  an  equally  high  va¬ 
lue  on  Mr.  Moore’s  44  New  Method 
of  preventing  or  dimii\ifhing  Pain, 
in  the  feveral  Operations  of  Sur¬ 
gery,”  by  comprdling  the  nerves  : 
we  are  lorry  to  Re  his  pamphlet 
regarded  with  fo  little  attention  by 
the  operating  furgeops,  In  this 
mifceilaneous  lilt,  we  muff  not 
omit  to  mention  Mr.  Renwick’s 
44  Addrefs  to  Parliament,  on  the 
Situation  of  the  Navy  Surgeons.” 

Sir  William  Fordyce  has  publifii- 
ed  a  little  book  of  a  mixed  kind  ;  it 
is  entitled  44  Fragments  Chirurgica 
&  Medica.”  The  inftruCtions  are 
judicious,  and  the  Latin  is  remark¬ 
ably  elegant.  The  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians  have,  atlaft,  publiflied  a  third 
volume  of  their  44  TranfaCtions,”  a 
mifceilaneous  and  fomewhat  an  un¬ 
equal  work, — we  mean  unequal  to 
the  credit  of  a  royal  college,  and 
the  extenlive  reputation  of  its  mem¬ 
bers.  A  new  collection,  compre¬ 
hending  both  medical  and  chi- 
rurgical  cafes,  under  the  title  of 
44  Medical  Communications,”  has 
alfo  appeared  this  year.  It  is 
a  work  which  promifes  much  in- 
ff rudtioa,  and,  fo  far,  is  conducted 
with  great  ingenuity  and  judgment. 
Dr.  Pew’s  44  Medical  Sketches” 
have  lefs  connection  with  furgery  ; 
and,  when  the  author  is  more  ccn- 
verfant  with  difeafes,  his  future 
numbers,  for  they  are  to  be  con¬ 
tinued,  will  be  probably  more  va¬ 
luable.  Dr.  Stack’s  44  Medical 
Cafes,”  on  the  contrary,  are  feleCt- 
ed  from  a  number,  which  muff 
continually  occur,  during  the  courfe 
of  an  extenfive  practice,  and  are 
frequently  ufej'iff  or  int ere  fling. 


On  the  fubjeCt  of  fevers,  we  have 
receivedfomeufeful  44  Gblervations 
relating  to  the  Typhus,”  by  Dr. 
D.  Campbell,  and  particularly  on 
the  ufe  of  opiates,  during  its  courfe, 
as  well  as  the  means  or  obviating 
its  efteCts,  when  epidemic.  Mr. 
Day’s  44  Remarks  on  the  different 
Ways  of  removing  confined  and 
infectious  Air,”  practifed  on  the 
jail  at  Maidffone  have  the  fame  ten¬ 
dency/  and  were  employed  with 
confiderable  fuccefs.  We  would 
ffrongly  recommend  thofe  vvorks  to 
the  perufal  of  thofe,  who  have  the 
care  of  many  people  confined,  ei¬ 
ther  in  clofe  rooms,  or  with  manu¬ 
factures  exhaling  noxious  effluvia. 
Mr.  Colley’s  44  Account  of  a  late 
Epidemic  Ague,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Bridgenorth,”  contains  no¬ 
thing  very  remarkable  ;  and  Dr. 
Balfour’s  44Treatifeonthe Influence 
of  the  Moon  in  Fevers,”  fhould  ferve 
only  to  excite  the  attention  of  physi¬ 
cians  to  the  periods  of  difeales,  as 
well  as  their  connection  with  cir~ 
cumffances  feemingly  extraneous. 
The  nature  of  the  fmall-pox  has 
been  conliderably  elucidated  by  the 
labours  of  a  lociety  at  Chcffer,  in- 
ftituted  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of 
infection ;  and  the  world  have  many 
obligations  to  Dr.  Haygarth,  for 
his  44  Enquiry  how  to  prevent  the 
Small-Pox,”  which  contains  a  de¬ 
tail  of  the  methods  they  have  found 
fuccefsful.  Dr.  Reid’s  new  edition 
of  his  44  Effiiy  on  the  Nature  and 
Cure  of  the  Phthifis  Pulmonalis,” 
muff  be  afo  acceptable  to  every  at¬ 
tentive  praCtitioner. 

Of  the  more  mifceilaneous  kinds 
of  practical  works,  it  will  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  mention  Mr.  Chandler’s 
44  Enquiry  into  the  various  Theo¬ 
ries,  and  Methods  of  Cure  of  Apo¬ 
plexies  and  Palfies,”  which  is  chief¬ 
ly  a  commentary  on  the  fcCtions  .of 
Dr.  Cullen’s  Frft  Liriys  relating  to. 

T  4  thL 
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tbisfubied;  R  olio’s  44  Remarks  ori 
the  Difeafe  lately  defcribed  by  Dr. 
Hendy,”  from  whom  he  chiefly  dif¬ 
fers  in  the  explanation  ;  Fearon’s 
44  'Treat tie  on  Cancers;”  Fuller’s 
44  New  Hints  relative  to  the  Reco¬ 
very  of  Perfons  Drowned,  and  ap¬ 
parently  Dead;”  with  Mr.  Rymer’s 
**  Tract  on  Indigeftion.”  The  fa¬ 
mily  practitioners  would -alfo  think 
us  inexeufable,  if  we  omitted  F idl¬ 
er’s  44  Practice  of  Medicine  made 
Eafy,”  Corn-veil’s  44  DomeflicPhy- 
fician..  or  Guardian  of  Health,” 
with  Hall’s  44  Medical  Family  In- 
ftrudor-;”  thefe  ephemerae  railed  to 
notice,  by  the  funfhine  of  the 
plaulible,  ineftedtiveBuchan.— Yet, 
if  we  muff  decide,  we  would  recom¬ 
mend  the  firft  as  the  fate  ft  and  moil 
intelligent  guide  :  the  two  others 
are  too  bad  for  bad  report. 

We  mull  not  omit  the  the  works 
on  Agriculture,  though  they  are  not 
numerous  or  important.  The  third 
volume  of  the  44  Tranfadions  of  a 
Society  for  encouraging  Manufac- 
tu res  and  Commerce,”  has  appear¬ 
ed  in  this  year.  Mr,  Stone  has 
pu  hi  idled  a  very  ufeful  44  Fffay  on 
Agriculture,”  and  Mr.  Turner  has 
improved  our  knowledge  in  44  Drain¬ 
ing  and  Improving  Peat-Bogs.” 
The  44  Farmer’s  Magazine,”  and 
Mr  Cook’s  14  Drilbhutbandry  Per¬ 
fected,”  complete  the  catalogue  in 
this  branch  for  the  p  re  lent  year. 

We  have  now  to  congratulate 
the  public,  on  the  completion  of 
Dr.  Rees’s  improved  edition  of  the 
Gycolpasdia.  It  is  not  eafy  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  immenle  application, 
a;id  various  reading,  neceflary  to 
.the  tolerable  execution  of  fo  mul¬ 
tifarious  a  work.  The  manner, 
however,  in  which  this  publication 
is  finiflied,  does  the  higheff  honour 
to  Dr.  Rees’s  patience  and  care  in 
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the  feledion  and  arrangement  of 
his  materials,  and  to  the  judgment 
and  ability,  with  which  he  hath 
introduced  many  valuable  improve¬ 
ments  ;  efpeeially  in  the  articles  of 
a  philosophical  nature,  and  a  very 
ufeful  index.  The  lovers  of  fcibnce, 
in  general,  have  given  their  declar¬ 
ed  preference  to  this  wo ik.  ;  and 
the  public  hath  decided  upon  its 
merits  by  an  urtufual  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  a  fale  far  exceeding  the 
moil  fanguine  hopes  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors,  It  may  not  be  improper  to 
add,  that  the  Cyclopaedia  is  patronif- 
ed  by  his  majefty,  to  whom  it  hath 
been  preferred,  as  it  is  dedicated,  by 
the  editor. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we 
have  read  the  44  Memoirs  of  the 
Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
of  Manchefter.”  This  fociety  con¬ 
fided  originally  of  a  few  gentle¬ 
men,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Mancheber,  who  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  weekly  club,  for  the 
purpofe  of  literary  and  philofophi- 
cal  converfation.  Many  refpeo 
table  perfons,  however,  being  de¬ 
li  rous  of  becoming  members,  they 
extended  their  fir ib  delign,  elected 
proper  officers,  formed  a  code  of 
laws,  and  aifumed  the  name  pre¬ 
fixed  to  thefe  Memoirs.  The  vo¬ 
lumes  before  us,  contain  the  firft 
fruits  of  the  inflitution  ;  and  they 
afford  us  abundant  proof  of  the  va¬ 
rious  learning  and  abilities  of  its 
members.  The  philofophical  pa¬ 
pers  in  particular,  are,  many  of 
them  exceedingly  imereiHng,  and 
give  accounts  of  feveral  new  and 
important  experiments.  Of  the 
general  merits  of  the  work,  our  read¬ 
ers  may  eafily  form  an  opinion  from 
the  large  extracts  which  we  have  giv¬ 
en  in  a  former  part  of  our  Regiber. 

Dr.  Enfield  has  published  44  ln- 
ftitntes  of  Natural  Philo  fop  hy. 
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Theoretical-  and  Experimental.* 
t4  The  difficulty,”  Lvs  our  author, 
4  4  which  I  met  with  in  providing 
my  daffies  in  the  Warrington  aca¬ 
demy,  with  a  text  hook,  in  natural 
philosophy,  neither,  on  the  one 
hand,  materially  deficient  in  ma¬ 
thematical  demonftrati-on,  nor,  on 
the  othdr,  too  copious,  or  too  ab- 
ftruie  for  the  purpofe  of  element¬ 
ary  inb  ruction,  firft  fuggebed  the 
idea  of  this  work/5  This  treadle 
is  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  regular 
proportions,  which  are  dependent 
on  each  other,  and  preceded  by  de¬ 
finitions,  In  fame  inftances,  there 
proportions  ■  arc  demonbrated  in  a 
briefly  fei entitle  manner  ;  in  other 
inllances  they  are  ill urft rated  and 
confirmed  by  the  more  eafy-and  fa¬ 
miliar  method  of  experiment.  If 
the  Dr.  had  made  foine  mention  of 
the  nature  and  conflmetion  of  acro- 
matic  lenfes  and  telefcopes,  in 
the  part  which  treats  of  optics,  and 
of  the  planet  difeovered.  by  Her- 
fchell,  in  the  agronomical,  his  in- 
bitutes  would  have  been  more  per¬ 
fect  and  acceptable.  Exclufive  of 
thefe  defects,  the  work  is  executed, 
in  general,  in  a  manner  that  is  per- 
fpicuous  and  fatis factory.' 

We  cannot  conclude  our  lib  of 
the  philofophical  productions  of  the 
the  year,  without  noticing  two 
pamphlets  by  the  earl  of  Dundon- 
ald,  which  do  great  credit  to  the 
noble  lord*s  commercial  knowledge, 
and  patriotic  fpirit.  44  The  prelent 
State  of  the  Manufacture  of  Salt 
explained,  &c.,”  is  the  firft  of  thefe 
pamphlets,  in  which  many  consi¬ 
derations  occur  refpeding  advan¬ 
tages  to  be  derived  from  alterations 
in  the  mode  of  manufacturing  and 
refining  that  article,  that  are  high¬ 
ly  deferring  of  the  attention  of  go¬ 
vernment,  as  well  as  of  the  propri¬ 
etor?  offal  t  works.  The  u Account  of 
the  Qualities  and  Ufes  of  Coal  Tar, 


and  Coal  Varnifh,”  is  a  bill  far¬ 
ther  evidence  of  the  utility  of  his 
lordfhip’s  refearches.  To  a  coun¬ 
try  ike  Britain,  fuch  adifeovery  is 
invaluable  fines  it  will  enable  us 
to  Tup  ply  our  extraordinary  do* 
mands  in  times  of  war,  without 
paying  to  foreigners  the  exorbitant 
price  which  they  have  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  extort  from  us,  for  fuch 
neediaries.  The  experiments,  like- 
wife,  which  have  been  made  with 
both  thefo  articles,  ebablifh  their 
fuperiority  to  vegetable  tar  and  yar- 
nifh,  on  lbveral  very  important  ac¬ 
counts.  For  thefe  we  mull  refer 
our  reader  to  his  lardfhip’s  publi¬ 
cation,  for  which,  together  with 
his  ufeful  inventions,  he  is  deferr¬ 
ing  of  public  honours  and  rewards* 

Among  the  hiborical  productions 
of  the  prelent  year,  the  firft  place  is 
due  Dr.  .Henry’s  fifth  volume  of 
<c  The  Hi  (lory  of  Great  Britain# 
from  the  firb.  Invahon  of  it  by  the 
Romans  under  Julius  CariarW  We 
have,  on  a  former  occafion  paid  oufr 
tribute  of  praife  to  this  author,  for 
the  induftry  and  accuracy  with 
which  he  hath  profecuted  his  la¬ 
borious  undertaking.  In  the  vo¬ 
lume  before  us,  he  treats  of  th$ 
bate  of  things  from  the  acceffion  of 
Henry  the  IVth,  1399,  to  that  of 
Henry  the  VII.  .1485  ;  the  mofi 
intricate  period  that  occurs  in  the 
Englith  annals.  But  the  patience 
and  indefatigable  application  of  Dr. 
Henry,  have,  conquered  the  great 
difficulties  which  he  had  to  encoun¬ 
ter  with,  and  given  a  fuccefs  to  his 
labours,  fuperior  to  that  of  mob 
other  hillorians.  He  hath  given; a 
faithful  and  jubpiCture  of  the  times; 
while  their  accounts,  in  general; 
are  confuted !  and  unfatrsfaftory. 
This  fuperiority  is  to  be  attributed, 
in  fome  meafure,  to  the  divinon  of 
his  work  into  dibinCt  topic? ;  which, 

though 
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though  it  {polls  the  beauty  of  his 
composition,  yet  gives  it  great  ad¬ 
vantage  in  point  of  clearnefs  and 
information.  We  cannot  fay  much 
In  praife  of  our  author’s  ftyle,  It 
Is  not  poffedfed  of  any  great  anima- 
mation  or  variety  j  and  is  too  fre¬ 
quently  debafed  by  impurities  and 
vulgariftns.  The  mod:  faftidious 
critic,  however,  will  readily  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  utility  of  his  publi¬ 
cation,  and  join  with  us  in  recom¬ 
mending  it  as  a  valuable  repoli- 
tory  of  what  is  inffrudUye  and  en¬ 
tertaining. 

Belknap’s li  Hiftory  of  Newhamp- 
fhire,”  is  the  production  of  an  Ame¬ 
rican  pen  ;  but  as  it  is  now  publifh- 
cd  in  England,  it  is  entitled  to  a 
place  in  the  account  of  our  Domei- 
tic  Literature.  This  volume  con¬ 
tains  an  hiflory  of  the  province 
from  its  firlf  fettlement  to  the  year 
2  715.  The  author  feems  to  have 
had  accefs  to  the  bed;  fpurces  of  in¬ 
formation,  of  which  he  hath  with 
great  indudiry  availed  himfelf;  and 
his  materials  he  hath  arranged  with 
judgment  and  good  fenfe.  His  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Aborigines  of  the 
country  is  drawn  faithfully  and 
Impartially.  The  contefts  of  the 
hrd:  fettlers  with  them  ;  the  diffi- 
culties  and  didredes  to  which  the 
latter  were  expofed  from  their  Sa¬ 
vage  ferocity,  are  related  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  are  particularly  intferefling. 
In  an  appendix  to  this  work,  we 
pieet  with  authentic  records  and 
papers  of  a  curious  nature,  which 
deferibe  the  fucceffive  “  Characters, 
Paihons,  and  Interefts,”  of  the  new 
Inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  pre- 
fent  us  £<  with  the  mod  linking  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  times  in  which  they 
lived.” 

The  “  Memoirs  of  the  Baron  de 
Tott,”  form  a  very  valuable  hi  ftp-' 
rical  production,  on  account  of  the 
fhigular  advantages  he  pode.fted  for 


acquiring  information,  and  the  few 
authentic  publications  which  we 
have  on  the  fubjedts  which  employ 
his  pen.  The  Baron  was  lent  to 
Turkey  in  a  public  capacity;  where, 
from  the  dations  which  he  held, 
and  the  different  connections  which 
he  formed,  he  had  the  bed:  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  government  and  cuftoms 
of  the  country,  and  of  ftudying  the 
views  and  interefts  of  public  cha¬ 
racters.  The  account  which  he 
hath  given  us  of  the  weaknefs  and 
confu lion  which  diftradt  the  Otto- 
man  court,  together  with  the  igno¬ 
rance  and  inertnefs  of  the  Maho¬ 
metans  in  general,  are  a  favour¬ 
able  omen  to  the  defigns  of  the 
neighbouring  imperial  powers;  and 
forbode  the  ipeedy  fall  of  the  Turk¬ 
ish  European  empire.  Every  li¬ 
beral  perfon,  who  rededfs  on  the 
oppreffion  and  defpotifm  of  that  go¬ 
vernment,  the  indolence,  injyftice, 
and  cruelty  pradtifed  or  connived  at 
by  its  minifters,  will  think  ft  cri¬ 
minal  not  to  wilh  for  fuch  a  revo¬ 
lution.  The  Scenes,  which  the 
author  deferibes,  of  the  anarchy 
and  bloodfhed  to  which  tie  was  fre¬ 
quently  witnefs,  ftrike  us  with 
horror  and  detellation.  But  the 
mod:  interesting  part  of  thefe  vo¬ 
lumes  is  the  account  which  the 
Baron  gives  of  the  natural  hidory 
of  the  Crimea,  its  extent,  popula¬ 
tion,  and  government.  His  read¬ 
ers  will  follow  him,  with  pleafure, 
in  the  excurilon  which  he  made 
into  a  part  of  the  world,  of  which 
but  little  is  k nou  n  in  civilized  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  and  will  derive  much  inform¬ 
ation,  political  as  well  as  hidori- 
cal,  from  his  acute  and  fenlible 
observations. 

u  A  Hidory  gf  the  late  Siege  of 
Gibraltar  ;  with  a  Defcription  and 
Account  of  the  Garrilon  frpm  the 
eartieft  periods,  by  John  Drink  wa¬ 
ter, 
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ter,  Captain  of  the  late  Seventy- 
fecond  Regiment,’*  contains  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  accurate  account  ot  one  of 
the  moll  memorable  occurrences 
jn  military  hiflory  ;  and  of  at- 
chievements  the  moil  flattering 
imaginable  to  the  pride  of  Englifh- 
men.  The  volume  begins  with  a. 
general  hiflory  of  Gibraltar  ;  which 
is  followed  by  a  defeription  of  its 
natural  eiirioiities,  climate,  veget¬ 
ation,  fortifications,  and  military 
eftablifhment.  The  hiflory  of  the 
late  fiege  is  delivered  in  the  form 
of  a  journal,  and  does  ftrifl  jus¬ 
tice  to  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the 
afTaiiants,  and  the  unparalleled 
heroifm  of  the  brave  garrii'on.  No¬ 
thing  could  ferve  more  ffrongly  to 
imprefs  on  our  enemies  and  on  all 
Europe,  a  refpedt  fo,r  Brkifh  cour¬ 
age  and  perfeverance  than  the  vari¬ 
ous  fpirited  occurences,  which  took 
place  during  that  harraffing  period. 
Of  the  effect  produced  on  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Barbary  States,  the  refpedt 
they  pay  on  every  occation  to  the 
Britifli  name,  and  the  confequence 
they  annex  to  the  polfeffion  of 
Gibraltar,  are  fufficient  teflimonies. 
It  will  not  be  difplealing  to  the 
Englifh  reader  to  be  informed  by 
our  author,  that  juft  before  the 
grand  attack  on  that  fortrefs,  “  the 
Moors  at  Tangier  repaired  to  their 
mofques,  imploring  heaven  on  be¬ 
half  of  their  old  allies  :  and  on  re¬ 
ceiving:  accounts  of  the  defeat  of 
the  enemy,  they  made  public  re¬ 
joicing,  and  gave  every  demonflra- 
tion  of  their  afte&ion  for  the  Eng- 
lifli  nation. ” 

The  Relation  of  the  battle  of 
Maxeti,  &c.”  had  we  not  over¬ 
looked  it,  would  have  been  more 
properly  mentioned  among-  the  pub¬ 
lications  of  a  mathematical  kind. 
The  firftpart,  only,  is  narrative  ; 
and  the  value  of  that  will  be  chief¬ 
ly  underflood  by  gentlemen  of  the 
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army.  The  principal  divifions  of 
the  work,  are  intended  to  illuflratc 
ihme  of  the  principles  of  mili¬ 
tary  tallies,  and  to  dire 61  in  the 
pradlical  application  of  them.  Pro- 
feffional  men,  in  France  and  Ger¬ 
many,  have  given  their  highefl  ap¬ 
probation  to  the  original,  of  which 
Monlieur  Teilke  a  celebrated  en¬ 
gineer  is  the  author.  And  the  tranf- 
lation  before  us  refle6ls  great  credit 
on  IVIr.  Chriflian,  to  whom  his 
brother-officers  are  indebted  for  an. 
Englifli  edition  of  fo  ufeful  a  work. 

Wheq  we  firfl  read  Captain 
Oakes’s  “  Narrative  of  the  Treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Englifli  who  were  taken 
Pi  iibners  on  the  Reduction  of  Bed- 
nore,  by  Tippo  Saib,”  we  were 
flruck  with  horror  at  the  inhuma¬ 
nity  of  the  lavage  conqueror,  and 
felt  the  ftrongeft  refentment  from 
the  luffermgs  of  our  unfortunate 

o  »  » 

countrymen.  But  when  we  came 
to  the  appendix  to  the  fecond  edi¬ 
tion,  written  by  lieutenant  Sheen, 
the  hatred  we  had  conceived  a- 
gainft  a  barbarous  enemy,  was  di¬ 
verted  to  our  own  rapacious  and 
mercilefs  troops.  A  feries  of  cruel¬ 
ties  which  they  had  pradtiled,  and 
the  recent  butchery  of  “  above  four 
hundred  beautiful  women,  who  ex¬ 
pired  in  one  another’s  arms,  white 
the  private  foldiers  were  commit¬ 
ting  every  kind  of  outrage,”  we 
had  almoif  fa  id,  juftified  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  the  nabob,  on  principles  of 
retaliation.  Happy  will  it  be  for 
the  inhabitants  of  India,  if  the  Bri¬ 
tifli  officers  and  foldiers  who  furviv- 
ed  their  fuffe  rings  on  this  occaiion, 
learn,  from  them,  moderation  and 
humanity  in  their  future  conquefls. 

Our  attention  is  called  to  a  far 
more  pleafing  fubjefl,  by  “  A  Phi- 
lofophical,  Hiftorical,  and  Moral 
Eflfay  on  Old  Maids,  by  a  Friend  to 
the  Sifterhood.”  Our  hiflorian  di¬ 
vides  his  learned  arid  a  mu  lib  g 

work, 
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xyork,  into  fix  parts.  The  firfi  part 
recites  the  particular  failings  of  old 
maids ;  the  fecond  their  particular 
good  qualities.  On  thefe  different 
good  qualities  our  author  expatiates 
with  great  knowledge  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  with  great  benevolence  and  ele¬ 
gance  of  language.  And  he  frequent¬ 
ly  illuftrates  his  remarks  by  pleading 
and  appodte  dories,  related  in  the 
mod  lively  and  entertaining  manner. 
The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  parts 
are  devoted  to  the  fituation  of  old 
maids  in  ancient  hiftory  ;  after  the 
Cbridian  an  a  i  and  to  Chi  idi<»n  and 
other  modern  old  maids.  The  fixth 
part  of  this  work  is  compofed  of 
mifcellaneous  matter.  Our  author 
difeovers  much  ingenuity,  acutenefs 
of  invedigation,  and  genuine  hu¬ 
mour  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
hidoryof  antiquated  virginity.  His 
fyfiematical  enquiries,  where  they 
do  not  contribute  much  to  our  en¬ 
tertainment,  inftrudt  us  in  the  man¬ 
ners  of  mankind,  and  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  human  heart.  And 
when  he  chufes  to  indulge  to  plea- 
fantry,  it  is  impodibie  not  to  par¬ 
take  of  his  mirth,  which,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  is  delicate  and  inqffenfive. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  his  graver  read¬ 
ers  will  think,  that  he  hath  tranf- 
grefied  beyond  the  limits  preferibed 
to  a  perfectly  chade  imagination. 
■We  could  w fill  for  fuch  parts  to  be 
reviled  by  our  author,  and  the 
whole  rendered  unexceptionable  to 
every  defeription  of  readers. 

INotwithdanding  that  the  lift 
which  we  have  given  of  the  hido- 
rical  productions  of  the  year  is  fo 
exceedingly  Ihort,  we  are  not  con¬ 
scious  of  having  omitted  any  work 
entitled  to  notice  in  this  depart¬ 
ment.  Should  we,  however,  be 
midaken,  we  dhall  with  great  readi- 
nefs  dojudice.t? .-fuch  authors  as  We 
may  have  overlooked,  in  the  cata¬ 
logue  for  the  year  .178,6,  which 


promifes  tobe  fruitful  in  this  branch 
of  literature. 

With  refpedt  to  Biographical 
coinpofitions,  the  prefent  year  is 
equally  barren,  as  in  the  liido- 
rieal  line.  44  A  Biographical  Dicti¬ 
onary,  containing  an  HiftoricaL Ac¬ 
count  of  all  the  Engravers,  from 
the  earlied  Period  of  the  Art  of 
Engraving  to  the  prefent  Time,&c.” 
by  joleph  Strutt,  is  the  only  netv 
collection,  within  our  knowledge, 
which  includes  a  great  number  of 
lives.  A  work  like  the  prefent, 
executed  with  judgment'  and  ac¬ 
curacy,  mud  be  an  acceptable 
publication  in  England,  where  the 
art  of  engraving  hath  attained  an 
excellence  fuperior  to  that  of  every 
other  country,  and  where  prints  are 
become  confiderable  objeCts  of  com¬ 
merce  as  well  as  of  tade.  The 
author’s  own  words,  in  his  preface 
to  this  fird  volume,  will  give  our 
readers  the  bed  idea  of  the  plan 
which  he  hath  purified.  44  In  the 
profecution  of  the  prefent  work  I 
have  arranged,  the  names  of  the 
artids  alphabetically  (in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  a  dictionary)  rather  than 
chronologically  ;  becaufe  by  this 
method  they  are  much  more  eafily 
referred  to.  But  I  thought  it  high¬ 
ly  necefiary  to  add,  for  the  conveni- 
eney  of  the  reader,  a  chronological 
table  of  the  fame  names,  with  a  lift 
of  the  difciples  of  each  matter  : 
which  will  of  courfe  be  placed  at 
the  end  of  the  fecond  volume.” 
44  With  relpeCt  to  the  general  cha¬ 
racter  of  each  artift,  I  have  written 
as  an  engraver,  and  endeavoured 
as  clearly  as  poifible,  to  point  out 
the  dyje  in  which  he  worked,  and 
wherein  his  great  excellence  con¬ 
fided.”  44  The  prints  contained  in 
the  feveral  lifts,  are  cither  fuch  as 
are-mod  generally  edeemed,  or  fuch 
as  bed  ifluft  rated  hie  cnticifms  I  give 

of 
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of  each  mailer’s  works.”  To  this 
voluiffe  is  prefixed  an  effay  on  the 
art  of  engraving-,  in  which  our  au¬ 
thor  will  be  found  to  convey  much 
uTe ful  information  and'  entertain¬ 
ment.  And  thole  who  are  fond  of 
collecting  prints,  may  learn  from 
him- many  cautions  and  rules,  pro¬ 
per  to  be  followed  in  appreciating 
their  real  merits.  In  the  courfe  of 
his  work,  Mr.  Strutt  hath  given 
mfflcient  evidence  of  unwearied  ap¬ 
plication,  and  of  laborious  accu¬ 
racy  in  regard  to  dates  and  faffs. 
And  his  language,  though  it  is  not 
always  the  moft  pure  and  elegant, f 
is  futfieiently  perfpicuous  to  be  un- 
defltood.  We  willi  much  to  fee 
the  author  complete  his  defig n  ; 
and  doubt  not,  but  that  his  labours 
will  be  abundantly  encouraged  by- 
the  friends  of  tafe  and  Lienee. 

Mr.  Middleton’s  44  Biographica 
Evangelica,”  is  now  completed,  by 
the  publication  of  a  fourth  volume. 
We  have  already  given  our  opinion 
of  the  merits  of  this  wbrk  in  point 
of  compofition.  And  we  cannot 
fay  that  the  author  will  derive 
any  . greater  honour  from  the  pre- 
fent  than  from  the  former  vo¬ 
lumes.  He  doth  not  feem  to  have 
improved  in  the  arrangement  of  his 
materials,  or  in  the  polifh  of  his 
phrnfeology.  To  common  readers, 
however,  he  may  prove  acceptable 
and  ufeful  ;  efpecially  to  fiuch  as 
exclude  from  their  catalogue  of  e- 
Vangblieal  preachers,. thole  who  are 
fufpeefed  of  a  deviation  from  the 
principles  of  Galvmifm. 

The  44  Efl’av  on  the  Life  and 
Character  of  Petrarch,  &c.5’  is  a 
mofl  elegant  and  elafiical  little 
work  :  and  leaves  us  to  regret, 
that  an  author  capable  of  affording 
futh-  genuine  entertainment,  fhould 
confine  his  labours  on  the  fubieCt 
before  us,  to  a  pamphlet  only.  The 
principal  events  of  the  poet’s  life,. 


are  related  in  a  very  beautiful  and 
mterdling  manner,  with  judgment,' 
preeilio.n,  and  tafle.  The  chief 
uchgii.  however,  of  the  writer  is 
to  prove  that  Laura  was  in  reality 
never  married.  The  contrary  opi¬ 
nion  hath  been  flrenuoully  main¬ 
tained  by  the  author  of  44  Memoires 
pour  la  Vie  de  Petrarque,”  from 
which  Mrs.  Dobfon  competed  her 
ingenious  work.  But  our  author’s 
reafonings  are  fo  clear  and  forcible 
that  we  have  -no  difficulty  in  con¬ 
cluding;  with  him,  that  44  the  argu¬ 
ments  produced  by  the  author  of 
the  Memoirs,  are  totally  infufiici- 
cient  to  fupport  his  hypothefis  ; 
which  is  llill  farther  diferedited,  if 
not  directly  confuted,  by  the  inter¬ 
nal  evidence  arifing  from  the  Works 
of  the  poet  hi-mielf.”  To  this  ef- 
lay  are  melded  tranflations  of  ieven. 
of  Petrarch’s  fonnets  ;  in  which 
the  elegance  and  pathos  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  are  happily  preferved,  and 
tire  poet’s  44  ibrroWlng  drain”  has 
its  full  effect  upon  the  mind. 

44  The  Liie  and  Adventures  of 
John  Chriilopher  .Wolf,  late  prin¬ 
cipal  Secretary  of  State  at  Jaffatia- 
patn'am,  inCeylon,&c.”is  t  ran  dated 
from:  the  original  German,  and 
will  prove,  not  an  unacceptable 
addition  to  our  fources  of  amufe- 
ment.  Mr,  Wolf  appears  to  be-a 
man,  if  not  of  great  literary  abili¬ 
ties,  yet  of  good  icnfe,  and  of  great 
iimplicity  and  honeffy  - .  who-  by 
patience,  induffry,.  and  inviolable 
integrity,  railed  himfelf  from  a  low 
lunation  in  life,  to  the  eonfpicuous 
and  wealthy  poll  mentioned  in  the 
title.  A  conddcrable  part 'of  his' 
narrative  is  employed  about  the 
natural  hiftory  of  Ceylon,  and  it 
leems  to  be  drawn  from  truth  arid 
nature.  Of  this  valuable  iiland 
•we  have  no  very  particular  add  au¬ 
thentic  hiffory.  In  our  author’s 
adventures  therefore,  particularly 
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in  the  accounts  which  he  gives  us 
of  the  cinnamon-tree  and  the  ele¬ 
phant,  many  particulars  may  be 
met  with,  that  will  be  gratifying 
to  the  curio fity  of  his  readers. 

Dr.  Difney’s  4 4  Memoirs  of  the 
Life  and  Writings  of  Arthur  Afhley 
Sykes,  D.  D.”  are  a  tribute  ©f  pro¬ 
per  refpeX  to  the  memory  of  a  learn¬ 
ed  and  very  worthy  clergyman  of  the 
church  of  Lngland ;  and  contain 
at  the  fame  time*  a  concife  and  ac¬ 
curate  review  of  the  different  con- 
troveriies  on  fubjeXs  of  theology 
and  liberal  enquiry,  in  which  he 
bore  a  diilinguiffied  part.  Dr. 
Sykes  was  a  ltrenuous  and  able  de¬ 
fender  of  the  Chriilian  religion  $ 
and  in  the  numerous  performances 
which  he  publiflied  feems  to  have 
been  influenced  by  a  pure  love  of 
truth  and  liberty  In  his  Polemics, 
be  entered  the  lifts  on  the  fide  of 
Clarke,  fioadley,  and  Middleton, 
and  dilcovered  the  abilities  of  an 
accurate  and  able  difputant.  We 
cannot*  however,  but  exprefs  our 
wifli,  that  he  and  the  other  illuf- 
tnous  characters  with  whom  he  is 
defervcdly  ranked,  had  given  the 
fame  unequivocal  teffimony  to  their 
dilfinterefiednefs  and  integrity,  with 
the  excellent  author  of  theie  Me¬ 
moirs.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  charge 
them  with  diflionefiy.  We  do  not 
expeX  to  find  the  moil  virtuous 
and  liberal  minds  thinking  alike  on 
a  queffion  that  feems  to  involve  in 
it  the  leaft  degree  of  fpeculation. 
But  for  our  own  parts,  we  honeffly 
confefs,  that  we  cannot  reconcile 
a  confcientious  oppofition  to  the  dif- 
tinguiffiing  doXrines  of  any  church, 
with  the  enjoyment  of  its  dignities 
and  emoluments.  Dr.  Difney  hath 
executed  the  talk  of  a  biographer 
with  precifion  and  fidelity.  While 
he  admires  the  abilities  and  learn¬ 
ing  of  Dr.  Sykes,  and  pafies  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  Heady 
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uprightness  c*l  iris  intentions,  he 
exprefles  111  a  liberal  and  manly 
way,  a  difapprobation  of  fuch  of 
his  fentiments  as  appear  to  him  to 
be  unfcriptural.  The  readers  of 
this  valuable  publication  will  have 
their  attention  amply  repaid,  by 
the  information  and  inftruXion  with 
which  it  abounds. 

An  anonymous  author  has  re- 
publifhed  Dr.  Johnfon’s  44  Life  of 
the  Reverend  Ifaac  Watts,  D.  D.” 
with  notes,  containing  aniinad* 
verfions  and  additions,  Jn  thefe 
notes  are  introduced  fome  correc¬ 
tions  of  Dr.  Johnfon’s  account  of 
the  character  and  the  connexions 
of  Dr.  Watts.  But  the  editor  prin¬ 
cipally  labours  to  fhew,  that  the 
DoXor  retained  to  the  laff,  the  fame 
opinions  refpeXing  the  Trinity 
for  which  he  had  contended  in  his 
different  publications  on  that  fub- 
jeX.  We  cannot  fay  that  his  rea- 
fonings  on  this  head,  are  in  the 
leail  conclulive.  The  weight  of 
evidence  attending  Dr.  Lardner’s 
affirmation,  that  he  knew  the  alter¬ 
ation  of  his  fentiments  to  be  real, 
we  confider  to  be  decifive  and  fatis- 
faXory.  The  copy  of  Dr.  Watts’s 
folemn  addrefs  to  the  great  and 
ever  blefl'ed  God,  on  a  review  of 
what  he  had  written  in  the  trinita¬ 
rian  controversy,  it  a  proof  only 
of  that  fincerity  and  becoming  love 
of  divine  truth,  to  which  the  worthy 
author  had  an  indifputable  claim. 

In  44  An  Apology  for  the  Life  of 
George  Anne  Bellamy,  late  of  Co- 
vent  Garden  theatre,  written  by 
herfelf  ”,  we  meet  with  a  pleafing 
medley  of  what  is  interefling  and 
curious.  Her  early  introduction 
on  the  fiage,  and  the  notice  taken 
of  her  by  fome  or  the  firfi  people  of 
family  and  fafhion,  gave  her  ^ 
perfeX  knowledge  of  the  charaXers 
of  many  eminent  perfons,  in  the 
theatrical  ajid  political  world.  And 
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the  numerous  anecdotes  which  the 
hath  related  of  them,  render  tilde 
volumes  a  very  entertaining'  publi¬ 
cation.  Her  manner  of  writing*  is 
eafy  and  natural;  her  dory  amui- 
ing  and  affecting.  A  more  chequer¬ 
ed  feene  than  her  lite  we  icarce- 
ly  ever  viewed.  She  is  frank  in 
difcloling,  and  we  doubt  not  fhe 
is  fincere  in  cenfuring  the  errors 
and  follies  into  which  the  had  been 
betrayed  by  her  thoughtlels,  giddy 
heart.  She  hath,  however,  con¬ 
vinced  us,  by  many  of  her  obferva- 
tions  and  reflections,  that  her  qua¬ 
lifications,  had  fhe  been  placed  in 
a. proper  fiphere,  and  had  they  been 
properly  directed,  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  her  a  very  ufeful  as  well  as 
amiable  character.  We  pity  her 
misfortunes,  while  we  cannot  but 
condemn  her  mdiferetions ;  and  we 
con  fide  r  her  whole  ftory  as  a  fink¬ 
ing  and  ufeful  lefibn  of  virtue. 

Under  the  head  of  Antiquities, 
the  year  1785  pre'fents  to  us  a  va- 
luab.e  and  in  (tractive  work,  'in  the 
fieventh  volume  of  u  Archceologia  ; 
of  Mifcellaneous  Tracts  relating  to 
Antiquity,  publifhed  by  the  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Antiquaries  of  London.” 
This  volume  will  be  found  equally 
ufeful  and  entertaining  with  the 
former  ones,  for  which  the  public 
are  greatly  indebted  to  the  induftry 
ar  A  ingenuity  of  the  focietv.  The 
articles  amount  to  forty-five  in 
number,  etxclufive  of  the  appendix, 
which  confifls  of  curious  extracts 
from  papers  communicated  to  the 
Society*  which  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  publifh  entire.  We  have 
received  great  pleal'ure  and  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  periifal  of  the 
whole  Volume.  Wc  were  particu¬ 
larly  ftriick  with  the  refeatches  of 
Mr,  Dailies  Barrington  into  the 
prarCtice  of  archery  in  England,  and 
into  the  progrefs  of  gardening  ;  go¬ 


vernor  PownalPs  obfervations  on 
the  lldp  temple,  an  uncommon 
buildiiV?*  now  in  ruins  in  Ireland, 
and  an  antique  cryftal  vafe  ;  Mr. 
Ledwich’s  elide  nation  on  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  the  Druids  ;  Mr.  Hunter’s 
description  of  Ihme  artificial  ca¬ 
verns  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bombay  ;  Mr.  Aftie’s  didertation 
on  the  letters  of  the  Felafgians, 
arid  Mr.  g*  arfden's  letter  on  the 
language  of  the  people  called  Gyp- 
lies. 

Mr.  Swinburne,  in  the  year  17835 
publifhed  a  volume  of  (i  Travels  in 
the  Two  Sicilies, ’*  the  reception  of 
which  by  the  public  was  liilficient- 
ly  flattering  to  encourage  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  this  iecond  volume.  It 
is  with  great  pleafu re  that  we  have 
followed  our  traveller  in  this  con¬ 
tinuation  of  his  narrative,  and 
vewed  thofe  claffic  feenes  which  are 
lb  happily  drawn  by  his  pencil. 
We  have  remarked  on  a  former  oc- 
calion,  that  Mr.  Swinburne  ap¬ 
pears  to  advantage  as  an  hiltorian 
and  antiquary,  as  well  as  a  defc li¬ 
ber  of  modern  objects  and  manners. 
The  prelent  volume  will  add  con- 
liderably  to  his  reputation  in  both 
thefe  characters.  To  the  landfcape 
painter  it  is  all'o  a  very  valuable 
prefent.  The  grand  and  variegat¬ 
ed  profpeCts  which  he  will  meet 
with  in  it,  will  prove  a  rich  addition 
to  his  llore  of  interetUng  and  Strik¬ 
ing  objeCts.  Our  author’s*  pre- 
fent  enquiries  and  obfervations' re¬ 
late  to  Naples  and  the  adjoining 
iflands  ;  the  ancient  city  of  PaT-! 
turn,  whofe  ruins  have  lately  at¬ 
tracted  the  notice  of  the  ‘literary 
world  ;  and  the  vofti-ges  of  old 
magnificence  in  the  ifland  of  Sicily. 
This  work  recommends  itfelf  to  the 
reader,  by  juftnefs  of  fentiment, 
ufeful  information,  and  entertain¬ 
ing  anecdotes.  And  we  do  not 
remember  any  production  of  the 

kind 


[304}  DOMESTIC  : 

kind,  from  which  we  have  derived 
at  once  fo  much  profit  and  pleafure, 
as  from  the  remarks  and  defcrip- 
tions  of  our  agreeable  and  well  in¬ 
formed, traveller. 

Mr.  Bofwell’s  “Journal  of  a 
Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  with  Dr. 
johnfon”,  excited  in  us,  as  we  were 
reading  it,  a  ftrange  mixture  of 
difgult  and  of  pleafure.  We  were 
difgufted  by  the  ferv.de  homage 
which  the  author  pays  to  the  ca¬ 
prices  and  weakneffes  of  the  Doctor ; 
and  at  the  minute  attention  with 
which  he  hath  recorded  his  trifling 
actions,  his  dogmatical,  bigotted, 
rude,  and  abfurd  layings.  No¬ 
thing  can  more  powerfully  contri¬ 
bute  to  leil'en  all  reverence  for  his 
character,  than  fuch  an  injudicious 
detail  ot  what  fhoiild  have  been  bu¬ 
ried  in  everlafting  oblivion.  After 
having  thus  freely  exp  relied  our 
difapprobation  of  w  hat  we  think  re- 
prehenlible  in  the  work  before  us, 
we  pronounce  it,  on  the  whole,  to 
abound  in  entertainment  and  in- 
Itrudioa .  The  lively  falies  of  Dr. 
JohnfoiDs  wit,  and  his  judicious 
obfervations  on  fuojeds  of  fcience 
and  literature,  morals  and  man¬ 
ners,  give  it  a  lading  value  and 
importance.  The  character  of  the 
Dodor  Mr.  Bofwell  hath  drawn 
with  much  ifrength  and  juftice. 
Many  of  the  anecdotes  which  he 
hath  preferred  respecting  his  liter¬ 
ary  contemporaries,  will  be  accept¬ 
able  to  the  reader.  Thole  which 
he  hath  mentioned  relating  to  the 
pretender,  and  the  authentic  ac¬ 
count  of  his  efcape  after  the  battle 
of  Culloden,  will  be  found  high¬ 
ly  interefling  ;  and  will  be  ufef’ul 
to  prevent  the  midakes  of  future 
hiftorians.  If  any  thing  could 
make  us  re  trad  the  feverity  with 
which,  in  the  fir  ft  indance,  we 
treated  this  publication,  it  would 
be  the  uniform  vivacity  and  good 
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humour  under  the  influence  of 
which  it  feeras  to  have  been  writ¬ 
ten. 

“  A  Tour  to  Ermenonville,  &c.** 
the  beautiful  feat  of  the  Marquis  of 
Girardin,  will  be  found  an  agree¬ 
able  and  plealing  little  narrative. 
What  is  peculiarly  intere fling  in 
it,  is  the  defeription  which  it  gives 
of  Roufleau’s  tomb,  and  the  anec¬ 
dotes  it  mentions  of  that  lingular 
charader.  The  accounts,  likewife, 
which  we  have  of  the  pa  ace,  gar¬ 
dens,  and  curioiities  at  Chantilly, 
are  drawn  up  in  a  manner  fuperior 
to  the  productions  of  common  ob- 
lervers,  and  render  it  well  worthy 
of  perufal. 

In  our  account  of  the  political 
productions  of  the  prefent  year, 
we  lhall  follow,  as  nearly  as  pof- 
iible,  the  rule  by  which  we  have 
been  governed  on  former  occaiions-; 
and  mentioh  little  more  than  the 
fubjeds  of  difeuffion  in  the  princi¬ 
pal  publications  which  have  fallen 
under  our  notice.  And  the  fir  ft 
place  we  lhall  affign  to  fuch  as  have 
any  reference  to  Indian  politics.  - 

The,condud  of  Mr.  Haflings, 
when  govern:)!*  general  of  Bengal, 
had  been  taxed  with  cruelty  and 
injuflice,  in  his  tranfadions  reced¬ 
ing  the  nabob  vizier  of  Owde,  and 
the  princefles  of  his  family.  In 
order  to  juftify  him! elf  from  fuch  a 
charge,  we  are  prefented  with  44  A 
Letter* *  from  him  44  to  the  Honour¬ 
able  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Kail 
India  Company,  dated  from  Luc- 
now.”  This  letter  is  written  in  a 
fpiritpd  and  claftical  flyle,  and  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Haf- 
tings,  as  a  complete  and  fatisfac- 
tory  vindication  of  his  conduct. 
What  will  be  found  more  particu¬ 
larly  interefling  in  it  is,  the  ac¬ 
count,  in  the  poAfcript,  of  the 
flight  of  the  .eldeft  ion  of  the  king 


of  Delhi  from  the  tyranny  of  his 
father’s  minifters ;  arid  the  uncom¬ 
mon  generoiity  and  delicacy  of 
fentiment  which  mark  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  that  prince. 

Mr.  Burke's  1‘  Speech  on  the  Mo¬ 
tion  made  for  Papers  relative  to  the 
Dire&ion  for  charging  the  Nabob 
’  of  Arcot’s  private  Debts  to  Euro¬ 
peans  on  the  Revenues  of  the  Car¬ 
natic,”  like  all  thefpeeches  of  that 
gentleman,  is  animated  and  florid, 
and  difcovers  great  rhetorical  ad= 
drefs  and  ability.  He  confiders  the 
debts  due  from  the  nabob  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  to  be  moil  glaring  abufes 
and  infamous  frauds  ;  and  reafons, 
from  this  opinion*  on  the  injuflice 
of  placing  them  on  a  footing  with 
the  fair  and  equitable  claims  of  the 
Eait  India  Company.  The  party 
whole  views  and  interefts  are  oppo¬ 
site  tq  thofe  of  Mr.  Burke  arid  his 
friends,  will  be  difpofed  to  accufe 
him  of  mifreprefentation  in  his 
ffatementof  fads  ♦  and  will  consi¬ 
der  his  warmth  and  energy  as  the 
effects  of  lucklefs  and  difappointed 
ambition. 

44  A  Gleam  of  Comfort  to  this 
diftraded  Empire,  in  defplte  of 
Fadion,  Violence,  and  Cunning,” 
&c.  is  a  pamphlet  which  di {co¬ 
vers,  throughout,  that  the  writer 
Is  poffeffed  of  coniiderable  abilities, 
and  no  fmall  fhare  of  wit.  It  is 
intended  to  fatirize  the  prefent  ad- 
hrinillration  ;  and  to  reprefent  the 
meafures  which  they  adopt  and 
Countenance,  to  be  ruinous  to  the 
Engiifh  Coriilitution.  When  the 
author  does  not  defeend  to  viru¬ 
lence,  he  is  a  laughable  and  plea- 
faiit  companion. 

4C  Eironiclalles,  or  a  Cloud  of 
Fads  agamif  a  Gleam  of  Com¬ 
fort,”  &e.  is  written  in  a  fimilar 
frrain  and  fpirit,  but  with  an  op- 
polite  tendency.  His  fads  may 
outweigh  the  invectives  of  his  ad- 
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verfary ;  hut  his  powers  of  ridi¬ 
cule  are  not  io  keen  and  poignant. 

The  au t ho*-  of  Manufactures 
improper  Subjects  of  Taxation” 
employs  himlelf  in  flic  wing1,'  that 
it  muff  be  a  ruinous  policy  that 
can  ever  lead  us  to  load.. our  ma¬ 
nufactures  with  taxes,  as  fuc'h  bur¬ 
thens  mull  prove  an  effectual  bar  to 
their  improvement,- on  which  the 
riches  and  power  of  the  nation,  in  a 
great  degree  depend.  What  he  re¬ 
commends  in  lieu  of  them  is,  a  tax  on. 
the  rents  of  lands  and  hollies,  td 
be  paid  by  the  tenant  ;  on  men  1'er- 
vants,  malt,  and  diitillaaOn,  and 
on  undivided  commons. 

u  The  Crifis ;  or  immediate  Con* 
cernments  of  the  .Brriiih  Empire”, 
is  the  production  of  a  young  mind, 
which  comprehends  a  great  variety 
of  political  reflections  on  America, 
the  Halt  India  trade,  the  Emperor 
and  the  Dutch,  Gibraltar,  national 
debts  and  taxes,  Ireland  and  the 
Weft  Indies.  Thefe  reflections  con¬ 
vince  us,  that  the  author  is  by  no 
means  deficient  in  capacity*  though 
he  hath  taken  too  large  a  leone  for 
the  proper  dif play  of  his  talents. 

We  hope  to  be  excufed  in  pay¬ 
ing  more  particular  attention  to 
An  .EBay  on  the  Modes  of  De¬ 
fence  bell  adapted  to  the  Situation 
and  Circumffances  ofthefe  Iflands,” 
&c.  together  with  two  other 
pamphlets  to  which  it  gave  'rife. 
The  firff  of  thefe  publications  wras 
occarioncd  by  the  extenfive  plans 
formed  by  the  duke  of  Richmond,* 
for  the  purpofe  of  fortifying  our 
principal  dock-yards  t  and  is  ad* 
d reded  by  the  author  to  the  public 
at  large,  but  particularly  to  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Great  as  the 
acknowledged  abilities  and  mtegri- 
ty  of  his  grace  are,  his  favourite 
plan-  of  fortification  was  by  no 
means  popular  among  his  warmed 
admirers.  It  feemed  tq  imply  in 
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it  a  diffidence  of  our  naval  ftrength 
and  courage,  which  every  Briton 
glories  in,  as  the  pride  and  protec¬ 
tion  of  his  country.  And,  on  this 
account,  the  deciiion  of  the  houie 
of  commons,  which  will  be  noticed 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  year  1786, 
perfectly  coincided  with  the  preju¬ 
dices  and  feelings  of  Engliffiuhen. 
The  author  of  the  prefent  Effiay  is 
a  rational  and  fenlible  advocate  for 
thefe  feelings ;  which  are  infepar- 
able  from  the  national  character, 
and  the  ffirongeft  ground  of  our  con¬ 
fidence  and  fecurky.  He  is  inti¬ 
mately  acquainted  with  the  lubject 
on  which  he  writes,  and  with  pro- 
fellionai  arguments,  whieh  appear  to 
11s  uhanfwerable,  contends  againit 
the  dangerous  innovations  of  the 
noble  duke.  His  principal  poli- 
tions  are,  that  the  furnifhing  ot  ex- 
tenlive  fortifications  with  proper 
garrifons,  would,  on  an  invaiion  by 
the  enemy,  too  much  weaken  the 
army  necefiarv  to  aft  in  the  field  ; 
that  fuch  works,  if  infufficiently 
manned,  would  afford  a  fecure  lodg¬ 
ment  for  the  enemy  ;  that  it  being 
impoiiible  to  fortify  all  our  coails, 
the  fecufity  of  the  ifiand  mu  ft  de- 
pend  on  its  navy,;  and  that,  ftip- 
poling  an  en-mv  fhould  .be  able  to 
land,  our  befit  method  of  defence 
would  be  to  impede  his  line  of  pe¬ 
netration,  by  hanging  on  his  flanks, 
attacking  his  convoys,  and  harralf- 
ing  him  at  every  opportunity  which 
a  iuperior  knowledge  of  the  coun¬ 
try  will  afford  ;  thus  de'ffroyitig  his 
army  in  detail.  To  thefe  politicals 
are  added  directions  for  fecuring  our 
dock-yards  again  ft  the  conlequences 
of  a  bombardment  ;  and  for  pre- 
ierving  our  warlike  fitores  againit 
fuch  a  probable  event; 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  this 
ingenious  and  well-written  pam¬ 
phlet,  appeared  “  An  Anfwer  to  a 
ffiiort  Effiay  on  the  Modes  of  De- 
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fence, ”  &c.  in  which  another  pro- 
felfional  author  undertakes  the  refu¬ 
tation  of  the  principles  advanced  by 
the  former.  This  pamphlet  is  writ¬ 
ten  with  great  acutenels  and  plausi¬ 
bility  ;  but  we  do  not  think  that  it 
overthrows  the  reafonings  of  our 
eflkyift.  Our  author  accufes  his  an- 
tagonift  of  illiberality  and  mifre- 
prefentation  ;  and  with  much  irony, 
and  ftrong  affiertions,  pleads  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  exploded  iyftem. 

To  this  anfwer  fucceeded  44  A 
Reply,  &c.  in  a  Letter  to  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Richmond.”  Of  this 
Reply,  independent  of  the  levere 
and  perfonal  reflections  on  the  duke, 
who  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  author  of 
the  Anfwer,  we  think  as  highly  as 
of  the  Effiay.  If  we  are  not  mif- 
taken,  our  author’s  acquaintance 
with  tactics  has  not  b  en  confined  to 
the  clofet.  He  marflials  his  argu¬ 
ments,  and  feeures  the  ground  which 
he  had  occupied,  with  the  intuition, 
and  practice  of  a  veteran.  We  could 
with,  however,  to  fee  the  queflion, 
which  is  the  fubject  of  thefe  publi¬ 
cations,  difeuffed  without  afperity 
and  perfonal  allulions,  as  it  is  ot 
fuch  importanceVo  the  faf’ety  of  our 
countiy. 

The  44  Strictures  upon  Naval  De¬ 
partments,”  &c.  teem  to  be  written 
with  good  intentions,  and  with  good 
information  on  the  points  to  which 
the  author  directs  his  obfervations. 
His  advice,  particularly,  to  examine 
the  bottoms  of  fuch  fliips  as  have 
beenfome  time  covered  with  copper, 
is  deferring  of  attention.  What  he 
fays  relating  to  his  own  pretentions 
and  difappointments  in  the  lervice, 
is  an  additional  proof  of  an  evil 
which  calls  loudly  for  remedy ;  that 
the  etiquette  of  office,  or  powerful 
connections,  fhould  more  frequent¬ 
ly  lead  to  promotion,  than  long 
faithful  fervices  and  fubftantial 
merit. 


The 
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The  commercial  regulations  with 
Ireland,  which  were  brought  for- 
wards  in  the  Englifh  and  Irifli  par- 
liaments,  gave  ocealion  for  much 
political  difcullion,  and  called  forth 
the  abilities  of  many  well  informed 
and  refpedtable  writers.  From  lord 
Sheffield’s  pen  the  public  received 
44  Obfervations  on  the  Manufac¬ 
tures,  Trade,,  and  prefent  State  of 
Ireland.”  The  great  commercial 
knowledge  of  the  noble  lord,  the 
induffry  and  judgment  with  which 
he  conducts  his  enquiries,  and  the 
independent  fpii  it  he  avows  in  deli¬ 
vering  his  own  fentiments,  render 
thefe  Obfervations  deferving  of  the 
difpaffionate  attention  of  both  king¬ 
doms.  Hisnordfhip,  in  fevere  and 
pointed  language,  condemns  the 
proportions  which  had  been  brought 
-forwards  by  adminiifration.  Lord 
Mountmorres,  ih  his  44  Impartial 
Reflections  upon  the  Queftion  for 
equalizing  the  Duties  upon  the 
Trade  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,”  is  a  ftrenuous  advocate 
for  the  community  of  commercial 
privileges  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  ;  and  though  not  partial  to  mi¬ 
ni  dry,  he  is  a  friend  to  their  plan, 
as  favourable  to  fuch  a  principle. 
The  ingenious  dean  of  Gloucefier 
hath  like  wife  in  te  re  fled  himfelf  in 
this  quell  ion.  His  44  Reflections  on 
the  prefent  Matters  in  Difpute  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,” 
an  near  to  have  originated  in  the 
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■fame  goodnefs  of  intention  and  pub¬ 
lic  virtue,  to  which  his  former  pro¬ 
ductions  are  to  be  aferibed.  Heap- 
pears,  on  the  whole,  to  be  a  zealous 
friend  to  the  propoiitions  ;  and  he 
warmly  contends  for  the  free  and 
unlimited  exercife  of  trade  and  na¬ 
vigation  by  the  Irifli,  as  what  mud 
tt'eceffarily  be  attended  with  advan¬ 
tages  highly  beneficial  to  England. 

Sir  Lucius  O’Brien’s  44  Letters 
•concerning  the  Trade  and  Manufac- 
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tures  of  Ireland,”  were  written  with 
a  view  to  expofe  the  commercial  a- 
la-rm 3  which  had  feized  our  Euglifli 
merchants  on  the  introduction  of 
the  Irifhpropofltions ;  and  to  fhew, 
that  the  appreheflflons  which  were 
entertained  of  Irifli  rivalfliip,  were, 
to  the  la  ft  degree,  groundless  and 
chimerical.  Our  author  examines* 
alfo,  with  an  accurate  eye,  the 
44  faffs  and  arguments  fet  out  by 
lord  Sheffield”  in  his  Obfervations  5 
and  in  the  mod  important  particu¬ 
lars  differs  elFentially  from  his  lord- 
fliip.  The  affections  and  conclu- 
lions  in  thefe  Letters  have  been  con¬ 
troverted  in  a  44  Reply  to  Sir  LiD 
cius-  O’Brien,  Bart.”  &c.  by  Mix- 
Gibbons,  an  eminent  iron  manu¬ 
facturer  of  Brift oh  Our  prefent  au¬ 
thor  writes  with  much  liberality 
and  information  ;  and  is  a  warm  ad¬ 
vocate  for  an  union  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  as  the  only  ex-- 
pedient  to  confoildate  the  interefts. 
of  both. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  pub'* 
lications  on  this  fubject,  the  44  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
of  Council,  appointed  for  the  Con¬ 
fide  rat  ion  of  all  Matters  relating  to 
Trade  and  foreign  Plantations,,” 
will  be  found  to  contain  much  cu¬ 
rious  and  important  information. 
The  author  of  44  The  propofed  Sy- 
ft«m  of  Trade  with  Ireland  ex¬ 
plained,”  & c.  reafons  j  udicioitflv 
and  coolly  on  the  advantages  to  both 
kingdoms  to  be  derived  from  a  free 
and  liberal  intercourfe.  On  the 
fame  fide  of  the  queflion  appeared,. 
44  A  Short  View  of  the  Propofals 
lately  made  for  a  final  Adjuftment,” 
&c.  4-  The  Arrangements  with  Ire¬ 
land  confidered;”  and  Williams’s 
44  Loofe  Thoughts  on  the  very 
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important  Situation  of  Ireland.”  In 
oppoiition  to  thefe  we  may  rank 
4-  The  commercial  Regulations  with 
Ireland 'explained  and  conlidered  in 
XT  2  :  •  the 
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the  Speech  of  the  right  honourable 
Mr.  Orde,”  with  ohfervations  made 
upon  them  by  the  committee  of  mer¬ 
chants  and  traders  of  the  city  of 
London  ;  u  A  Reply  to  the  Trea- 
fury  Pamphlet,  entitled,  The  pro- 
pofed  Syftem  of  Trade  with  Ireland 
explained  ;”  “  A  candid  Review  of 
Mr.  Pitt’s  twenty  Refolutions 
“  An  Addrefs  to  the  K  ing  and  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland,;”  and  u  The  Irifn 
pro  ted  to  the  mini  ice  rial  Manifedo,” 
After  mentioning  theie  publi¬ 
cations,  it  would  be  imju.il  to  over¬ 
look  Mr.  Woodfali’s  44  Impartial 
Sketch  of  the  Debate  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  of  Ireland,”  on  Mr. 
Orde’s  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  effedluating  the  intercourfe 
and  commerce  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland.  This  production 
is  rendered  lingularly  valuable  by 
the  grand  Subject  of  difeuffion,  the 
eloquence  of  the  principal  fpeakers, 
and  the  great  abilities  of  the  author 
in  reporting  parliamentary  debates. 

In  Critical,  Clafldal,  and  Polite 
Learning,  the  year  1785  hath  not 
been  very  productive.  We  do  not 
recollect  any  work  in  Oriental  lite¬ 
rature,  beddes  Dr.  Newcome’s 
<4Veriion  of  the  Twelve  Minor 
Prophets,”  which  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  und^r  another  head,  except¬ 
ing  44  The  Bhagvaat  Geeta;  or 
Dialogues  of  Kreeilma  and  Ar  joon  ; 
in  eighteen  Ledfnres,  with  Motes. 
T ran llated  from  the  Original,  in  the 
Sanikreet  or  ancient  Language  of 
$he  Brahmans,  by  Charles  Wilkins,” 
„&e.  In  this  publication  we  have 
46  a  very  curious  fpecimen  of  the 
literature,  the  mythology,  and  mo¬ 
rality  of  the  ancient  Hindoos.  It 
is  an  epifod  ical  extradl  from  the  Ma- 
harabat,  a  moil  voluminous  poem, 
affirmed  to  have  been  written  up¬ 
wards  of  four  thoufand  years  ago, 
by  Kreeilma  Dwypayen  Veias,  a 


learned  Bramin  ;  to  whom  is  alfo  at¬ 
tributed  the  compilation  of  the  four 
Vedes,  or  Bedes,  the  only  exiding 
original  feriptures  of  the  religion  of 
Brama  ;  and  the  composition  of  all 
the  Poorans,  which  are  to  this  day 
taught  in  their  ichools,  and  vene¬ 
rated  as  poems  of  divine  infpira- 
tion.”  Such  is  the  account  of  the 
nature  of  this  work,  given  by  Mr. 
Haftings,  in  a  letter  to  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Eat!  India  company. 
When  we  coniider  the  extreme  care 
and  jealoufy  with  which  the  Bra- 
mins  have  been  accuflomed  to  con¬ 
ceal  their  facred  writings  from  flu- 
ropeans,  we  look  upon  the  tranfia- 
tion  before  us  as  a  great  literary  cu- 
riodty.  It  is  with  the  trued;  Paris- 
fadfion  alfo  that  we  learn,  that  this 
acquidtion  was  obtained,  cheerfully 
and  gratuitoufly,  from  men  or  the 
mod  refpecfable  characters  for  lane- 
tity  and  learning  in  Bengal ;  and 
that  the  liberal  treatment  which  the 
Bramins  have  received,  and  the 
mildnefs  of  our  government,  have 
eftablifhed  in  their  breads  a  coni  - 
dence  in  Fngliffimen,  and  removed 
almod  every  jealous  prejudice  from 
their  minds.  L1  nder  thefe  circum- 
dances,  we  expert  great  literary  in¬ 
formation  and  entertainment,  from 
the  fociety  indituted  by  dr  William 
jones  at  Calcutta,  for  enquiring  in¬ 
to  the  hidory,  arts  and  fciences,  and 
literature  of  Ada.  The  Bhagvaat 
Geeta  we  have  carefully  read,  and 
admired  many  of  its  excellencies 
and  beauties.  We  cannot,  however, 
adopt  the  enthudadic  language  of 
Mr.  Hadings,  and  pronounce  it  a 
performance  not  only  of  great  ori~- 
ginality,  but  44  of  a  fublimity  of 
conception,  reafoning,  and  didtion, 
almod  unequalled.”  We  meet  fre¬ 
quently  with  a  drange  mixture  of 
fenfe  and  nonfenfe  ;  of  fublime  and 
driking  imagery,  and  an  inextrica¬ 
ble  ooiifudon  of  words,  to  which  no 
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poffible  idea  can  be  annexed.  The 
curiofitv  of  our  readers  will,  no 
doubt,  be  excited  to  perufe  a  work 
which  claims  to  be  of  very  high  an¬ 
tiquity,  and  which  Mr.  Flattings, 
who  is  a  competent  judge,  pro¬ 
nounces  to  be  juftly  and  faithfully 
tranflated. 

Mr.  Ridpath  hath  favoured  the 
public  with  a  tranflation  of  u  Boe¬ 
thius’s  Confolation  of  Philosophy.” 
This  work  was  compofed  by  the  ex¬ 
cellent  author,  who  was  a  patrician 
and  a  fenator  of  Rome  in  the  fixth 
century,  during  his  imprifonment 
at  Pavia.,  whither  he  had  been  lent 
by  Theodoric  king  of  the  Goths, 
on  the  unjuft  accufations  of  fome 
perfons  of  infamous  characters.  It 
was  tranflated  into  the  Saxon  lan¬ 
guage  by  Alfred  ;  and  into  Engltfh 
by  Chaucer,  by  George  Colville, 
by  Elizabeth,  and  by  lord  Prefton, 
fecretary  to  James  the  Second.  It 
affords  us  a  tine  fpecimen  of  the  re- 
fources  to  which  innocence  can  fly 
for  confolation,  under  unmerited  op- 
preffion,  or  in  affliction.  But  it  is 
not  necefiary  to  dwell  on  the  merits 
of  a  work  which  is  fo  well  known 
and  admired.  We  (hall  only  add, 
that  the  prefent  tranflation  is  exe¬ 
cuted  with  the  greateft  accuracy 
and  perfpicuity,  and  happily  p re¬ 
fer  ves  the  captivating  air  of  pleat¬ 
ing  melancholy,  which  fo  remark¬ 
ably  diftinguiflies  the  original. 

We  cannot  pafs  the  fame  favour¬ 
able  fentence  on  a  tranflation  of 
“  Titus  Livius’s  Roman  Hiftory,” 
&c.  by  William  Gordon,  i'he 
tafte  and  manner  of  .Mr.  Gordon, 
exclufive  of  his  acquaintance  with 
the  Latin  tongue,  appear  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  very  difficult 
talk  which  he  had  undertaken.  A 
tranflation  of  fo  very  beautiful  a 
work  fhould,  like  the  original,  be 
pecorated  with  all  the  graces  and' 
elegancies  of  flyle,  or  it  rnufl  mot 
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be  expeCled  to  meet  wnth  accept¬ 
ance. 

In  Poetical  Cruicifm  we  meet  with 
u  Critical  Eflays  on  fome  of  the 
Poems  of  feveral  Engllfh  Poets,  by 
John  Scott,  eiq.”  &c.  To  this  vo¬ 
lume  is  prefixed  the  Lite  of  Mr. 
Scott,  written  with  great  elegance 
by  Mr.  Hoole.  From  this  it  ap« 
pears,  that  he  was  a  man  of  inof* 
fentive,  friendly  manners,  and  ,  of 
great  benevolence  of  heart,  which 
recommended  him  to  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  fome  of  our  flrft  literary 
characters.  Among  thofe  in  the 
poetical  world  whole  efteem  he  pof- 
felfed,  we  find  the  names  of  Y oung,' 
Lyttelton,  Montague,  Hawkef- 
worth,  Johnfon,  and  Beattie.  The 
poetical  abilities  of  our  author  were 
never  fplendid  ;  we  do  not,  however,, 
conceive  them  to  be  much  inferior 
to  hiacritical.  The  poems  on  which 
his  judgment  is  exercifed  in  the 
volume  before  ns,  are  Denham’s 
Cooper’s  Hill,  Milton’s  Lycidas, 
Pope’s  Windibr  Foreft,  Dyer’s 
Grongar  Hill,  and  Ruins  of  Rome, 
Collins’s  Oriental  Eclogues,  Gray’s 
Churchyard  Elegy,  Goldfmith’s 
Deferted  Village,  and  Thomfon’s 
Seafons.  That  in  his  examination, 
of  thefe  poems  he  prefents  us  with 
many  juft  obfervatioiis,  and  that  he 
hath  pointed  out  fome  real  faults 
and  blemifhes  in  them,  we  are  ready 
to  allow  ;  but  we  cannot  juftify  the 
invariable  minutenefs  and  rigour 
with  which  he  exercifes  his  inqui* 
fitorigl  powers  ;  they  expofe  him  to 
the  charge  of  faftidious  hyper- 
criticifm.  Nor  do  we  think  that 
the  alterations  which  he  hath  pro- 
pofed  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
llanzas,  or  the  lines,  in  fome  of 
thefts  poems,  are  any  evidence  of 
Iris  poetical  tafte.  In  general,  they 
would  fpoil  the  beauties  of  the  com- 
pofitions,  and  render  them  vapid 
and  fpiritlefs.  Our  author’s  ftyle 
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and  language  may,  in  many  in» 
fiances,  be  corrected  to  advantage, 
ag  the  attentive  reader  will  be  able 
to  point  out  frequent  inelegancies, 
as  well  ^s  fome  grammatical  er¬ 
rors. 

From  Mr.  Monk  Mafonds  pen 
we  receive  “  Comments  on  the  laid 
Edition  of  Shakfpeare’s  Plays.” 
We  are  informed  by  our  author, 
that  previous  to  the  publication  of 
Mr.  Steevens’s  edition  of  our  dra- 
inatift,  he  had  been  for  fome  time 
engaged  in  co Hefting  mate, rials  for 
fuch  a  work,  Put  finding  that  many 
of  the  amendments  and  illuftrations 
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which  he  intended  to  fuggeft,  were 
anticipated  by  that  editor,  he  was 
obliged  to  relinquish  his  favourite 
defign.  Still,  however,  he  thought 
jt  was  in  his  power  to  contribute 
materially  to  the  elucidation  of  our 
inimitable  poet,  and,  therefore,  hath 
fubmitted  thefe  Comments  to  the 
public.  In  this  work  Mr,  Mafon 
deteffs  the  mittakes  of  fome  former 
annotators,  and  explains  difficult 
and  corrupt  pail  ages  with  a  fuccefs 
that  proves  him  .to  be  well  verfed  in 
the  depths  of  ancient  lore.  To 
thofe  who  put  a  value  on  the  en¬ 
deavours  of  literary  and  ingenious 
men,  to  exhibit  our  poet  in  his  ori¬ 
ginal  fenfe  and  form,  thefe  com¬ 
ments  will  be  an  acceptable  pre- 
fent.  ' 

44  An  Effay  on  Punctuation,” 
we  recommend  to  our  readers  as  an 
elegant  and  ufefal  treatife  ;  afford¬ 
ing  a  fyfiem  of  clear  and  praCHcal 
rules  on  a  fubjeft,  which,  though 
a  very  important  one,  is  too  much 
neglected.  The  learned  reader  will 
be  much  pleafed  with  tpe  hiftorical 
jdiiquiiition  on  the  origin  and  gra¬ 
dual  introduction  of  the  points  ; 
and  with  the  marks  of  erudition  and 
juft  critical  tafte,  which  every  part 
pf  the  performance  difeovers.  The 
examples  by  which  our  author  il- 
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luftrates  his  rules,  are  well  feleCL 
ed  ;  and  adapted  to  keep  up,  and  to 
intereft  the  attention  of  his  readers* 
We  have  no  objection  to  fubferibe 
to  the  author’s  conclunon,  that  his 
44  remarks  and  examples  will  enable 
any  one,  of  a  tolerable  capacity,  to 
form  a  competent  idea  of  this  im¬ 
portant  fubjeCt ;  and  to  divide  his 
ientences,  both  in  reading  and  writ¬ 
ing,  with  greater  accuracy  and  pre? 
cifion  than  they  are  ufually  divided 
in  the  generality  of  books,  where¬ 
in  the  punfluation  is  arbitrary  and 
capricious,  and  founded  on  no  ge¬ 
neral  principles.” 

In  Heron’s  44  Letters  of  Literar 
ture,”  we  have  the  productions  of 
a  man,  not  wanting  in  abilities,  but 
who,  without  any  tafte  or  judg¬ 
ment,  difputes  againft  the  general 
fenfe  of  mankind,  and  bewilders 
himfelf  in  the  mazes  of  the  wildeft 
abfurdity.  Ele  endeavours  to  ex¬ 
cite  attention  by  his  Angularity,  his 
felf-conceit,  and  arrogance.  He  af~ 
fecCts  tq  defpife  thofe  authors,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  on  whom  the 
confent  of  the  world  has  fixed  the 
higheft  value,  and  to  raife  mean  and 
contemptible  names  from  that  obli¬ 
vion  to  which  they  had  defervedly 
been  configned.  44  Terence,”  fays 
he,  64  is  only  the  tranflator  of  Me¬ 
nander  ;  Salluft,  an  imitator  of 
Thucydides ;  Horace  is  an  imita¬ 
tor,  and  almoft  a  tranflator,  in  all 
his  odes  ;  ftyle  hath  faved  Virgil 
entirely,  who  hath  not  the  moll  di- 
ftant  pretence  to  any  other  attribute 
of  a  poet.”  Drvden  he  defpiies, 
except  in  his  Ode,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  raifes  him  above  Pindar; 
Addifon  is  lb  per  fiend,  and  Pope  hag 
no  genius.  Of  Warburton  he  fays, 
no  men  ipfum  Jlultitia  ;  of  lord  Kahns, 
that  he  is  a  woeful  book-maker; 
and  of  Johnfon,  that  he  wag  a  fa- 
fhionable  writer,  bccaufe  he  ufed  a 
pedantic  jargon  of  Roman  Englifh, 
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The  Englifh  language  he  pro- 
nounces  to  be  infinitely  more  bar¬ 
barous,  in  all  refpcfts,  than  it  was 
in  the  days  of  Chaucer.  Without 
any  knowledge  of  the  original,  or 
an  acquaintance  with  inch  commen¬ 
tators  as  might  have  given  him  in¬ 
formation,  he  is  daring  enough  to 
criticife  on  fome  parts  of  the  Old 
Tedament,  and  determine  that  to 
be  con fum ate  nonl'en fe,  on  which 
he  is  not  capable  of  puffing  an  o- 
pinion.  And  his  criticifms  on 
Ariftotle  do  equal  honour  to  his 
modefty,  and  his  acquaintance  with 
the  Greek  language.  Thefe  Let¬ 
ters  of  Literature  may,  from  the 
peculiarities  we  have  mentioned, 
gain  a  momentary  attention,  but 
they  will  foon  be  forgotten  for 
ever. 

41  The  Obferver”  is  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Cumberland,  a  gentle¬ 
man  well  known  in  the  literary 
world  ;  and  coniifts  of  a  variety  of 
mifcellaneous  effiiys,  written  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  Speftator,  and  other 
colleftions  of  a  fimilar  kind.  But 
the  objeft  to  which  the  author  is 
chief! v  attentive,  in  feveral  nnm- 
bers  of  the  work,  is  to  give  44  a 
compreffed  and  unmixed  account’’ 
of  the  literature  of  the  Greeks  ; 

carrying  down  the  hiftory  in  a 
chain  of  annccdotes.  from  the  ear- 
Heft  poets,  to  the  death  of  Menan¬ 
der.”  In  the  papers  relating  to 
this  fubjeft,  Mr.  Cumberland  ap¬ 
pears  to  be,  in  general,  a  faithful 
and  correct  hiftorian  ;  and  will  af¬ 
ford  his  readers  entertainment  and 
in  ft  ruction.  He  has  likewife,  con- 
ftderable  merit  in  his  othei  effiiys, 
wherein  he  recommends  morality 
and  virtue.;  or  expatiates  on  liter¬ 
ary  topics  ;  or  difplays  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  life  and  manners  ;  or  ex- 
erciles  his  powers  of  wit  and  hu¬ 
mour.  We  do  not,  however,  be- 
fu.nv  upon  him  indiscriminate  praife. 
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His  comp  oil  tions  ara  marked  by 
many  negligencies,  vulgarifms.,  and 
falfe  con  ft  nuft  ions,  which  are  de- 
lerving  of  fevere  reprehenlion  in 
an  author  who  hath  fo  frequently 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  lafh  of 
public  criticifm. 

Mr.  Gregory,  in  his  44  Effiiys 
Hiftorical  and  Moral”,  treats  on  a 
variety  of  curious  and  imporrant 
fubjefts.  He  offers  many  lenfible 
and  ufeful  remarks  on  the  prog  refs 
of  iociety  and  manners  ;  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  phyfical  and  moral  caufes 
on  the  human  mind ;  the  chat 
rafter  of  the  prefent  times  ;  luper- 
ftition ;  moral  prejudices  ;  lan¬ 
guage  ;  government ;  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  morals  ;  education  ;  l'uit 
cide  ;  and  on  flavery  and  the  llave-* 
trade.  He  appears  to  be  poffieffied 
of  folid  judgment,  and  ex  ten  live 
philanthropy  ;  and  his  labours  will 
meet  with  approbation  from  the 
lerioiis  and  thinking  part  of  man- 
hind  ;  but’  his  manner  is  too  unit 
form  and  cold,  to  give  him  a  place 
in  the  lift  of  our  popular  writers. 

Perhaps,  the  prefent  is  as  proper 
as  any  place,  in  which  to  introduce 
the  mention  of  “Sulivan’s  Philo- 
fophical  Rhapfodies.’  This  work 
is  an  irregular  eompoftrion  of  juft 
and  accurate  ohfervanon,  and  in- 
terefting  and  lively  defer’-ption  ; 
but  attended  with  an  occalional  le¬ 
vity  and  liccntioufnefs  of  lenti- 
ment  that  are  truly  reprchenftble. 
It  is  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  un¬ 
conn  eft  cd  and  eafv  narrative  ;  and 
contains  much  iy formation  rclpcft- 
ino-  the  cuftoms  of  fome  of  the  eaftt 

O 

ern  nations,  with  which  our  author 
y.ras  prrfon.dly  acquainted  ;  and  is 
pleafing,  if  not  novel,  in  the  mif¬ 
cellaneous  reflections  on  the  dif¬ 
ferent  nations  and  inhabitants  of 
modern  Europe.  But  if  we  are 
pleated  with  the  liberality  and  good 
fcnlc  qf  our  author,  we  do  not  ad-. 
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mire  the  great  credulity  which,  lie 
fometimes  difcovers  ;  particularly 
in  admitting  the  extravagant  chro¬ 
nological  pretenliqns  of  the  Chi- 
nefe  and  Hindoos.  We  are  the 
more  fenfibly  druck  with  this  cha- 
rafter  of  the  philofophical  rhapio- 
dies,  as  they  carry  a  very  fcepti- 
cal  appearance,  when  they  glance 
at  the  infinitely  more  probable  and 
confident  fyfiem  of  Mofes.  Inde¬ 
pendently  of  this  and  other  parts  of 
his  work,  wherein  he  feems  too 
much  difpofed  to  admit  prejudices 
againd  the  authenticity  or  purity 
of  revelation,  we  think  it  am ufi lig¬ 
and  in  fir  active. 

The  Prog  refs  of  Romance 

O 

th  rough  Times,  Countries,  and 
Manners, ”  &c.  is  the  production 
of  a  lady,  fome  of  whole  former 
labours  have  met  with  a  favour¬ 
able  reception  from  the  public.  It 
is  written  in  the  dialogue  form  ; 
and  contains  a  hi  dory  of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  competition,  from  the  earli- 
ed  remains,  to  the  dole  of  the 
year  1770.  Fad,  file  maintains, 
was  the  original  ground  of  the  ro¬ 
mance  ;  though,  like  the  epic  po¬ 
em,  it  amplifies  and  embellilhes 
its  circumdances,  and  adds  inci¬ 
dents  which  have  nq  foundation 
but  in  the  imagination,  Homer 
die  calls  the  parent  of  romance  ; 
and  die  expredes  her  adonidiment 
that  men  of  fenfe  and  learning, 
who  admire  and  reiifh  the  beauties 
of  the  old  claffic  poets,  ihould  ever 
Apeak  contemptuoufly  of  this  kind 
of  writing.  The  clafiical  enthu- 
fiad  will  afk  for  no  farther  evidence 
of  the  merits  of  this  work  ;  and 
will  proted  with  indignation  a- 
gaind  the  profane  comparifon.  We 
cannot  but  acknowledge,  however, 
that  our  author  defends  her  opi¬ 
nion  .with  much  ingenuity.  Her 
reading,  in  this  department,  feems 
to  have  been  very  extend ve;  and 
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if  there  do  not  appear  any  traces  of 
deep  penetration  and  philofophical 
difeernment,  in  her  delineation  of 
the  progrefs  of  the  fubjecl,  we  are, 
neverthelefs,  much  indebted  to  her 
for  recalling  our  attention  to  many 
authors  long  fince  forgotten  by  us, 
with  which  we  hope  again  to  en¬ 
liven  our  folitary  hours. 

The  undertaking  of  Mr.  Robert- 
Ion  in  his  “Enquiry  into  the  fine 
Arts/5  is  very  bold  and  difficult ; 
and  calls  for  much  practical  know¬ 
ledge,  as  well  as  fpeculative  re¬ 
flexion.  He  means,  he  tells  us, 
not  to  follow  the  dry,  technical, 
ahdrufe  method  of  fome,  nor  the 
lefs  lcientific  method  of  others  5 
who,  indead  ©f  a  treatife  on  the 
fine  art?,  give  only  criticifms  on 
particular  poems,  pictures,,  build¬ 
ings,  &c.  but  on  the  contrary  to 
“  invefligate  a  theory,  diftinguidx 
a  tafte,  give  a  hiftory,  and  mark 
an  influence  upon  mankind.” 
The  prefen t  volume  contains  only 
a  part  of  his  plan  ;  and  confifts 
of  an  introductory  difeourfe  on  the 
principle  of  the  fine  arts,  together 
with  a  plan  for  treating  of  them  ; 
and  an  enquiry  into  the  ancient 
and  modern  date  of  mufic,  as  the 
chief  of  the  “fine  arts  which  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  ear.”  Our  author  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  employed  much  labour 
and  induilry  in  this  work  ;  and  to 
have  made  a  liberal  ufe  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  feveral  of  the  bed 
writers  on  the  theory  of  mufic  afford¬ 
ed  him.  How  far  his  feledlions  and 
remarks  are  evidences  of  his  judg¬ 
ment  and  tade  we  will  not  take 
upon  ourfelves  to  determine.  We 
cannot,  however,  but  exprefs  our 
wifli,  that  his  directions  and  lan¬ 
guage  had  been  more  determinate 
and  perfpicuous  than  we  frequently 
find  them  to  be.  We  doubt  not, 
but  that  our  author  will  be  atten¬ 
tive  to  this  remark  in  the  profecu- 
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tion  of  his  plan  ;  and  that  he  will 
avoid,  likewife,  fuch  provincial 
expreftions  and  barbarifms  in  ftyle, 
as  are  difgraceful  to  a  work  of 
fcience. 

“  A  Difcourfe  delivered  to  the 
Students  of  the  Royal  Academy, 
on  the  Diifribution  of  the  Prizes, 
December  10th,  1784,  by  the  Pre- 
lident”,  is  an  addition  to  the  many 
evidences  in  the  hands  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  of  the  great  tafte  and  judgment 
which  lir  jofbua  unites  with  his 
profeffional  knowledge.  44  Method 
of  Study”  is  the  fubjeCt  of  this 
difcourfe  ;  in  which  the  prefident 
recommends  induftry  and  an  eager 
defire  to  excel,  rather  than  any 
fixed  and  invariable  rule  of  ftudy. 
Were  he  to  recommend  any  parti¬ 
cular  method,  it  would  be,  44  that 
young  ftudents  fnould  not  think 
themfelves  oiualified  to  invent,  till 
they  were  acquainted  with  thofe 
flores  of  invention  the  world  al¬ 
ready  poffelfes,  and  had  by  that 
means  accumulated  fufficient  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  mind  to  work  with.” 
We  need  not  add,  that  a  difcourfe 
from  the  pen  of  fo  juftly  celebrated 
an  artift,  is  an  elegant  one  ;  or 
that  his  inftruftions  to  the  ftudents 
in  his  art,  are  highly  defer ving  of 
their  attention. 

The  Poetical  publications  of  the 
year  1785  have  been  exceedingly 
numerous.  But  it  will  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  we  fliall  take  notice  of 
by  far  the  greater  part  of  them, 
which  are  already  coniigned  to  ob¬ 
livion.  Among  fuch  productions 
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lege,  and  late  Profeflor  of  Po¬ 
etry  at  Oxford.”  Mr.  Warton 
difeovers  the  greateft  induftry  and 
zeal  in  correcting  the  text  of  our 
invaluable  poet  ,*  and  we  conftder 
his  fuccefs  to  be  fuch  as  will  do 
great  honour  to  his  accuracy  and 
ingenuity.  The  notes  which  he 
hath  added  are  partly  hiftorical, 
and  partly  explanatory  ;  and  tend, 
in  our  opinion,  more  iatlsfaCforily 
to  illuftrate  the  fence  and  beauties 
of  Milton,  thtift  the  labours  of  any 
of  his  other  commentators.  His 
principal  attention,  for  the  prefent, 
is  paid  to  Lycidas,  and  Comus ; 
which,  notwithstanding  that  they 
are  attended  with  their  faults,  are 
to  be  diftinguflied  by  the  energy 
and  poetical  fire  of  their  unrivalled 
author,  W e  indulge  the  hope  that 
Mr.  Warton  will  continue  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  refeue  the  other  re¬ 
mains  of  our  poet  from  corrupticci 
and  obfeurity.  It  is  a  talk  perfect¬ 
ly  congenial  to  his  favourite  ftu- 
dies ;  and  for  which  his  patience 
and  aceutenefs  in  inveftigation  ren¬ 
der  him  peculiarly  qualified. 

Mr.  Phillips  hath  republifhed  a 
a  frnaU  volume  of  44  Poetry,  by 
Richard  Crafliaw,  who  was  a  Ca¬ 
non  in  the  Chapel  of  Loretto,  and 
died  there  in  the  Year  1650.” 
Some  few  of  the  pieces  in  this  vo¬ 
lume  have  great  merit  j  and,  were 
they  feleCted  from  the  reft,  would 
be  entitled  to  a  place  in  thofe  col¬ 
lections  which  prefer ve  the  valuable, 
relics  of  ancient  poetry.  Among 
thefe  we  may  mention  the  Sofpetto 
d’Herode ;  and  that  written  in 
praife  of  44  Leffius,  his  Rule  of 
Health  j”  and  44  Mufic’s  Duel”, 


as  are  deferving  of  a  ditlinCt  fpeci- 
fication,  we  fliall  give  the  firft  place 
to  an  edition  of  44  Poems  on  leveral  -  which  is  a  translation  from  Strada.' 
Occaftons,  Englifh,  Italian,  and  But  the  prefent  editor  is  an  en~ 
Latin,  by  John  Milton.  With  thuliaft  in  praife  of  Crafliaw.  He 
notes  critical  and  explanatory,  and  reprefents  Milton  as  under  the 
other  Illuftrations,  by  Thomas  greateft  obligations  to  him  in. 
Warton,  Fellow  of  Trinity  Col-  fome  of  the  fublimeft  parts  of  his 

Paradife 
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Paradife  loft  ;  and  in  very  unquali¬ 
fied  terms,  condemns  Pope,  Young* 
Gray,  and  44  many  other  celebrated 
Britifh  Poets”,  for  44  dreffing  them* 
felves  in  his  borrowed  robes,  with¬ 
out  the  lmnlleft  acknowledgement.” 
That  Milton  might  haye  a  perfect 
recollection  of  fome  of  his  beauties 
while  penning  his  own  immortal 
poem,  will  readily  be  allowed  ; 
but  that  he  is  indebted  for  any 
part  of  his  fame  to  an  unjuftiftable 
nfe  of  this  author,  will  hardly  be 
fulpected  by  any  perfon  who  can¬ 
didly  compares  their  refpeCtive 
works.  How  far  his  charge  a- 
gainft  Pope  is  to  be  received,  in  its 
fulleft  extent,  the  impartial  will 
be  able  to  determine  from  the 
praife  which  the  latter  freely  be¬ 
llows  upon  Crafhaw’s  epitaph  upon 
Mr.  Afliton.  If  Mr.  Phillips  had 
been  careful  to  mark  the  particular 
paffages  in  his  author,  on  which 
he  founded  the  charges  of  plagia- 
rilrn  againltthe  other  Britifti poets, 
their  admirers  would  have  confider- 
ed  themfelves  obliged,  either  to 
vindicate  them  from  the  afperlion, 
or  to  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  it. 

In  Boyd’s  44  Tranftation  of 
the  Inferno  of  Dante  Alighieri,” 
we  are  prefented  with  the  whole  of 
that  extraordinary  poem,  in  En- 
glifti  verfe.  It  is  not  ealy  to  con¬ 
ceive  of  the  difficulty  of  preferving 
the  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  the  father 
of  Italian  poetry,  in  this  produc¬ 
tion.  Our  tranllator,  .however, 
appears,  on  the  whole,  to  have 
executed  his  talk  with  fidelity  and 
cor  re  Chiefs.  Not  that  he  is  always 
free  from  obfeuritv;  or  exprefles 
all  the  force  and  animation  of  the 
original.  Some  fewr  grammatical 
errors  might  likewile  be  pointed 
out,  and  a  harlhnefs  in  fome  ol  his 
verfes  and  rhymes,  which  an  at¬ 
tentive  revilion  will  enable  him  to 
correct.  The  life  of  Dante,  tranf- 
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lated  from  Leonardo  Bruni,  and 
the  44  Hiftorical  Effay  on  the 
State  of  Affairs  in  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  Centuries,  with  re- 
ipeCt  to  the  Hiftory  of  Florence,” 
will  be  found  entertaining  and  in- 

D 

terefting  to  the  reader. 

Mr.  Potter  hath  publifhed  a  li¬ 
beral  poetical  tranftation  of  44  The 
Oracle  concerning  Babylon,  and 
the  Song  of  Exultation,  from  Ifaiah, 
chap.  xiii.  and  xiv.”  Our  author’s 
well  known  and  eftablifhed  fame,  as 
a  poet,  will  Lifter  no  diminution 
from  the  prefent  performance.  A 
conliderable  fhare  of  the  beauty  and 
fpirit  of  the  original  is  transfufed 
throughout  both  thefe  pieces.  But 
we  do  not  think  it  an  ealy  matter  to 
equal  the  grandeur  and  lublimity 
ot  the  prophet,  as  he  appears  in  the 
iimple  and  unadorned  language  of 
our  common  veriion. 

Mr.  Butt’s  44  Ifaiah  verftfted,” 
is  a  very  unequal  production,  which, 
in  its  belt  paffages,  hath  no  very 
high  claim  on  our  commendation. 
Some  of  the  moft  interefting  parts 
of  the  prophecy,  the  fenfe  of  which 
is  clear  and  obvious  in  the  original, 
lofe  all  their  fpirit  in  his  hands,  and 
become  obfeure  and  perplexed. 
Since  our  author  conftders  poetry 
as  44  the  higheft  energy  of  human 
intellect,  the  laft  perteCtion  of  hu- . 
man  language,  and  the  hire  ft  era- 
balmer  of  wifdom  for  all  ages,”  we 
hope  that  .in  his  future  competitions, 
he  will  correct  his  fondnefs  for 
pompous  and  Swelling  expreffions  ; 
and  that  he  will  conftder  it  as  one 
of  the  chief  excellencies  of  good 
writing,  to  be  connected  and  intel¬ 
ligible. 

44  The  Talk,  a  Poem  in  fix  Books, 
by  William  Cowper,  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  Efq.”  is  a  work  abound¬ 
ing  in  originality  of  thought,  pa¬ 
thetic  representations,  and  poignan¬ 
cy  ot  Satire.  We  have  Seldom  met 
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with  a  publication  of  this  kind, 
from  which  we  have  derived  io  much 
improvement  and  pleafure.  The 
author  informs  us,  that  the  follow- 
in  g  circumllance  was  the  reafon  of 
its  being  called  the  Talk.  44  A  lady, 
fond  of  blank  verle,  demanded  a 
poem  of  that  kind  from  him,  and 
gave  him  the  fofa  for  a  iubjeft.  He 
obeyed  ;  and  having  much  leifure, 
connected  another  lubjeX  with  it  ; 
and  purfuing  the  train  of  thought 
to  which  his  duration  and  turn  of 
mind  led  him,  brought  forth  at 
length,  in  (lead  of  the  trifle  which 
he  firft  intended,  a  ferious  affair — 
a  volume.”  After  devoting  a  fmali 
part  of  the  firfl  book  to  reflexions, 
which  carry  in  them  fome  all  a  lion 
to  the  fofa,  our  poet  gives  full  fcope 
to  his  lively  and  fertile  imagination. 
It  is  not  poffible  to  accompany  him, 
without  being  inftruXed  and  enter¬ 
tained  by  his  ftriking  and  ufeful 
moral  refleXions  ;  his  generous  and 
noble  fentiments  ;  the  wit  and  hu¬ 
mour  which  he  fuccefsfully  employs 
again  ft  vice  and  folly  ;  and  the 
great  variety  of  beautiful  defcrip- 
tion  and  fcenery  which  he  prefents 
to  us.  We  do  not  pronounce  the 
Talk  to  be  a  faultlefs  poem  ;  but  its 
irregularity  and  trifling  blemillies, 
are  abundantly  overbalanced  by  its 
numerous  beauties.  This  volume 
contains,  aifo,  an  epiftle  to  Mr. 
Hill,  which  expofes  the  falle  pre¬ 
tenders  to  friendfhip  j  a  poem,  call¬ 
ed  Tirocinuim,  in  which  we  meet 
with  fevere  (IriXures  on  the  mode 
of  education  in  our  public  fchools  ; 
and  the  facetious  and  much  admired 
ballad  of  John  Gilpin. 

44  The  poetical  Works  of  David 
Garrick,  Elq.  in  two  volumes,”  ap¬ 
pear  to  contain  a  faithful  colleXion 
of  the  fugitive  pieces  of  our  Eng¬ 
lish  Rofcius.  Thefe  volumes,  in¬ 
deed,  are  not  publifhed  under  the 
fapXipp  of  bis  executors,  or  of  Mrs. 


1TERATURE.  [315] 

Garrick  ;  but  the  editor  is  deferr¬ 
ing  of  our  thanks  for  his  diligence, 
and  the  entertainment  which  he  hath 
afforded  his  readers.  The  merits 
of  Mr.  Garrick,  in  his  fongs,  pro¬ 
logues,  and  epilogues,  and  the  oc- 
cafional  fugitive  pieces  which  he 
produced,  are  too  well  known,  to 
render  our  praile  of  them,  in  the 
leaft  degree,  neceftarv. 

Among  the  “  Poems  on  feveral 
Occaftons,  by  the  late  Edward  Lo- 
vibond,  Elq.”  we  meet  with  a  few 
which  poffefs  confiderable  merit. 
The  Tears  of  Old  May  Day,  ori¬ 
ginally  publifhed  in  one  of  the 
numbers  of  the  World,  and  the 
Mulberry-Tree,  are  particularly 
pleaiing  and  elegant.  But  the  au¬ 
thor  was  not  poffefled  of  that  va¬ 
riety  and  poetic  fire,  which  give 
lafting  reputation. 

The  44  Poems  on  feveral  Occa- 
fions,  by  Ann  Yearfley,  a  milkwo¬ 
man  of  Brillol,”  are  entitled  to  a 
confiderable  ftiare  of  praife,  whe¬ 
ther  we  confider  them  as  the  pro- 
duXions  of  an  unlettered  mufe,  or 
judge  of  them  by  their  intriniic 
worth.  They  carry  in  them  evi¬ 
dent  marks  of  a  ftrong  and  fervid 
'imagination  ;  and  convince  us,  that 
the  author’s  powers,  had  they  en¬ 
joyed  the  benefit  of  cultivation, 
would  have  been  equal  to  produc¬ 
tions,  that  would  have  given  her  no 
fmali  degree  of  credit  in  the  poeti¬ 
cal  world.  Thefe  poems  are  pre¬ 
faced  by  a  letter  from  mifs  Hannah 
Moore  to  Mrs.  Montague,  in  which 
we  have  a  curious  account  of  the 
author,  as  well  as  fome  fenliblc  and 
ingenious  obfervations  on  her  com¬ 
petitions. 

We  may  confider  Mr.  Pratt’s 
44  Mifccllanies”  to  be  entitled  to 
our  notice  in  this  place,  as  the  two 
firft  volumes  conlift  chiefly  of  po¬ 
etry.  This  author  writes  with  eafe, 
and  gives  many  proofs  of  a  lively 
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imagination,  and  poetic  energy.  His 
«  Sympathy,”  and  the  64  Tears  of 
Genius,”  are  diftinguifiied  by  many 
pidturefque  beauties,  and  inftances 
of  genuine  pathos.  But  in  none  of 
his°pieces  do  we  meet  with  any 
ffrength  of  genius.  His  ideas  ap¬ 
pear  exceedingly  confided  ;  and  his 
language,  befides  being  a  perpetual 
offence  again  ft  correbtnefs  and  gram¬ 
mar,  is  rendered  finical  and  un¬ 
meaning  by  an  ait e (Station  of  mere¬ 
tricious  ornaments,  in  addition  to 
his  poems,  thefe  volumes  confift  of 
64  The  School  for  Vanity,”  a  co¬ 
medy  ;  and  Moral  Tales,  and  Effays 
on  various  fubjects.  The  comedy, 
if  we  conlider  its  comparative  me¬ 
rits,  deferved  a  fairer  trial  from  the 
public  than  one  night’s-  hearing 
could  give  it ;  and  the  Tales  and  El- 
fays,  if  they  difplay  no  great  vi¬ 
gour  of  lentiment,  may,  neverthe- 
lefs,  be  pern  fed  with  advantage  by 
his  younger  readers. 

The  44  Elegies  and  Sonnets”  of 
an  anonymous  author,  afforded  us 
confiderable  plealure,  during  our 
perufal  of  them.  They  are  writ¬ 
ten,  profeffedly,  after  the  manner 
of  Hammond  ;  and  poffefs  that  ten- 
dernefs  and  ffmplicity,  which  lb 
powerfully  recommend  his  produc¬ 
tions.  The  fentiments  are  natural 
and  eafy  ;  the  language  chafte  and 
elegant,  and  in  no  one  refpeCt  de-. 
fervtng  of  critical  cenfUre. 

The  44  Probationary  Odes,  by 
the  various  Candidates  for  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  PoetrLaureatto  his  Mqjefty,”- 
i  See*  are.  written  with  the  fame  fpi- 
rit  and  humour,  which  diftinguifh- 
ed  the  criticifms  on  the  Roiliad  ; 
and  are  of  the  fame  political  com¬ 
plexion.  We  have  joined  heart ily 
in  the  laugh  which  the  author’s 
power  of  ridicule  continually  ex¬ 
cite  ;  while  we  regretted  that  fo 
much  ingenuity  ihould  be  proilituted 
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to  gratify  the  llliberality  and  fplee.fi 
of  party. 

In  the  44  Lyric  Odes  for  the  Year 
1785,”  Peter  Pindar,  with  more 
than  his  ufual  pleafantry,  bellows 
his  praiie  and  ccnfure  on  the  royal 
academicians.  We  have  been  high¬ 
ly  diverted  with  the  peculiar  oddi¬ 
ties  of  this  writer  ;  and,  did  not  his 
fatire  degenerate  into  perfonal  a.~ 
bales  we  fliould  be  happy  in  the 
frequent  returns  of  that  entertain¬ 
ment,  which  his  brilliant  genius  is 
capable  of  affording. 

4.  o 

Among  the  other  poetical  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  year,  into  the  charac¬ 
ters  of  which  we  cannot  diifimftly 
enter,  we  may  mention  44  The  Ex- 
odus,  a  Poem,  by  the  rev.  Samuel 
Hayes;  ”  44  The  Wanderer  4 ‘An 
Invocation  to  Melancholy  41  The 
Obfequies  of  Demetrius  Poliorcetes, 
by  Anne  Francis  44  Sonnets,  and 
other  Poems,  with  a  V edification, 
of  the  lix  Bards  of  Offian  Coils’s 
44  Poet,  a  Poem,  inferibed  to  Mr. 
Jerningham  44  The  Veteran;5* 
44  Poetical  Trifles,  by  Edward 
Trapp  Pilgrim,  Efq.”  ;  Carwithin.’s 
44  Seatons  of  Life;”  44  Pictures 
from  Nature,  in  twelve  Sonnets 
and  44  Pidturefque  Poetry,”  &c.  by 
the  rev,  j.  Teafdaie. 

With  refpect  to  the  very  few  Dra¬ 
matic  publications  which  we  have 
to  mention,  we  fliall  follow  our  u- 
fual  practice,  and  content  ourfelves 
with  little  more  than  barely  an¬ 
nouncing  their  names.  In  trage¬ 
dy,  44  The  Patriot,”  pretendedly 
publifhed  from  a  manufeript  of  the 
late  Dr.  |ohnfon,  corrected  by  him- 
i e IF,  was  a  literary  impolition,  which 
was  detected  and  conligned  ro  obli¬ 
vion.,  at  the  moment  of  its  birth. 
The  comedies  of  the  year  were,  Mr. 
Cumberland’s  44  Natural  Son,” 
which  continues  in  polfellion  of  the 
public  favour  ;  and  V  I' addon  able 
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Levities,”  by  Leonard  Macnally, 
e fq.  It  may  be  p r o p e r  "t o  in e n t i o n , 
alfo,  that  Mr.  Murphy  has  pub- 
iillied  a  new  and  improved  edition 
of  his  favourite  comedy,  44  The 
Way  to  keep  Him.”  The  comic 
operas  were,  44  The  Fair  Ameri¬ 
can/’  by  Mr.  billon;  4 4  The  Cho¬ 
leric  Fathers,”  by  Mr.  Holcroft ; 
“  Liberty  Hall  and  44  The  Nun¬ 
nery.”  In  farce,  Mrs.  Inchbald’s 
pen  produced  44  Appearance  is  a* 
gain  it  them,” 

Under  the  head  of  Milcellaneous 
Productions,  the  firffc  place  is  due  to 
Mr.  Nichols’s  44  Collection  of  Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Tradfs,  by  the  late  Wil¬ 
liam  Bowyer,  Printer,”  Ac.  which 
the  editor  hath  i  1 1  u  It  rate  d  by  occa- 
lional  notes.  Mr.  Nichols  applies 
himfelf  w’  th  indefatigable  induftry, 
in  collecting;  and  preierving  the  re¬ 
mains  of  fuch  valuable  men  as  have 
been  dillingiuflied,  either  by  their 
literary  abilities,  or  their  ufefulnefs 
to  mankind.*  We  fincerely  applaud 
the  fpirit  which  engages  him  in  fuch 
an  undertaking  ;  and  we  view,  with 
pleafure,  fuch  icattered  features,  of 
their  ientiments  and  characters^  as 
may  be  collected  from  their  epiito- 
larv  correfpondence. 

In  the  volume  before  us,  Mr. 
Bowyer’s  R  emarks  on  Kennett’s  Ro¬ 
man  Antiquities ;  Bladen’s  Tranfla- 
tion  of  Cedar;  on  the  PvOman  Hi- 
ftory,  Commerce,  ah d  Coin  ;  on 
Middleton’s  Life  of  Cicero  :  and 
Iris  abridgement  of  a  very  curious 
work,  called  PiCtor  Er rail's,  are  an 
additional  teitimony  to  his  literary 
abilities  and  tafte,  and  will  afford 
much  entertainment  to  his  readers. 
The  letters,  jikewiie,  of  his  friends, 
particularly  of  Gale,  Clarke,  and 
Maitland,  will  not  be  an  unaccept¬ 
able  prefent  to  the  public. 

In  our  Regifter  of  lad  year,  we 
exprefled  great  fatisfaCtion  at  the 
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endeavours  of  Mr.  Ramfay,  to  me¬ 
liorate  the  condition  ..of  the  Negro 
Haves  in  our  plantations  ;  and  our 
hopes  that  luch  benevolent  endea¬ 
vours  would  not  prove  wholly  ufe- 
lefs.  His  pamphlet,  of  which  we 
then  gave  an  account,  has  been 
warmly  attacked  by  Mr.  Tobin,  of 
Bristol,  in  his  44  Curfory  Remarks 
upon  the  rev.  Mr.  Ramfay’s  EHay 
on  the  Treatment  and  Gonverhorx 
of  Afri  can  Slaves  in  the  Sugar  Co¬ 
lonies.  ’  The  deiign  of  this  re¬ 
marker  is  to  fliewy  that  Mr.  Ram- 
lay’s  deferiptions  of  the  hardfliips 
of  the  Negroes  belonging  to  Britilh 
fubjeds,  and  their  comparative  hap- 
pinels  in  the  French  illands,  are  nor. 
founded  in  truth  ;  that  his  motives 
in  writing  his  Effay,  were  not  thofc 
of  humanity,  but  the  effects  of  an 
irritable  dilpofition.,  and  perfonal 
pique  ;  and  that  many  parts  of  his 
plan  are  unpolitical,  inconlillent, 
and  impracticable.  We  are  ready 
to  acknowledge  that  this  author 
writes  with  great  flirewdnefs  and 
plaufibility.  But  he  has  not  been 
able  to  leifen  our  deteilation  of  the 
inhuman  cuftom  of  enllaving  our 
fellow-creatures,  which  received  a 
keener  edge  from  the  rep  re  imita¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Ramfay  ;  nor  can  what 
lie  fays  of  the  peevilhnefs  of  his 
temper,  of  his  cruel  treatment  of 
his  Haves,  of  his  avarice,  and  of 
his  neglect  of  duty  as  a  clergyman, 
be  considered  as  tending,  the  lead, 
degree,  to  invalidate  the  principles 
for  which  he  contends.  To  thefe 
44  Remarks,”  Mr.  Ramfay  hath 
publiflied  a  44  Reply,”  in  which* 
after  quoting  and  anfwering  many 
p aHages  from  Mr.  Tobin’s  perform¬ 
ance,  he  indulges  to  the  lame  kind 
of  perfonal  invective,  which  weob- 
ferved  in  the  compofjtion  of  his  op¬ 
ponent.  We  with  to  lofe  light,  en¬ 
tirely,  of  the  afperities  which  have 
been  very  improperly  admitted  into 
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this  controverfy ;  and  to  exprefs  our 
hopes,  that  the  various  efforts  made 
in  favour  of  the  intereils  of  huma¬ 
nity,  will  ultimately  prove  fuccels- 
ful,  in  abolifhing  a  practice  incon- 
iiftent  with  the  genuine  fpirit  of  the 
Britilli  conftitution,  and  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  improvement  and  libe¬ 
rality  of  the  age. 

In  the  next  place  we  fliall  take 
notice  of  fuch  mil'cellaneous  publi¬ 
cations  as  are  intended  to  ailift  in 
the  formation  and  improvement  of 
young  minds.  In  this  clafswe  may 
place  Williams’s  44  Letters  on  Edu¬ 
cation  Birch’s  44  Confilia ;  or 
Thoughts  upon  feveral  Subjects,” 
&c.  ;  44  Dialogues  concerning  the 
Ladies;5’  and  44  Moral  and  Senti¬ 
mental  E  flays,  on  mifcellanepus 
Sub] efts,  written  in  Retirement,” 
&c«  Williams’s  44  Letters  on  Edu¬ 
cation,”  contain  fuch  kind  of  in¬ 
formation  as  may  be  found  ufeful 
and  agreeable  to  young  minds.  He 
has  made  frequent  ufeof  the  thoughts 
of  Bacon,  Milton,  Locke,  Harris, 
and  others,  who  have  written  on  the 
fame  lubjeft.  His  treatife,  how¬ 
ever,  would  have  been  more  accept¬ 
able  if  it  had  not  been  lpaded  with 
j'uch  a  number  of  quotations  from 
the  dallies  ;  in  many  inftances  they 
will  be  thought  unneceflary,  in  o- 
thers  oftentatious  and  pedantic. 
Birch’s  44  Coniilia”  appear  to  have 
been  publiflied  from  the  belt  of  mo¬ 
tives,  that  of  engaging  the  hearts 
of  the  young  to  the  love  of  virtue 
and  religion.  On  this  accounqthe 
author  is  delerving  of  commenda¬ 
tion  ;  and  his  labours,  if  they  are 
not  dilbnguiflied  by  any  marks  of 
novelty  or  literary  excellence,  may, 
neverthtslefs,  prove  an  ufeful  pre- 
lervative  againlf  the  vices  and  fol¬ 
lies  of  the  age.  In  the  44  Dialogues 
concerning  the  Ladies,”  we  have  a 
variety  of  i  objects  difeufled,  with  a 
peculiar  reference  to  the  informa- 
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tion  and  improvement  of  the  female 
mind.  The  fubjeifts  are,  female 
dreis,  and  the  importance  of  fome 
attention  in  the  ladies  to  intellec¬ 
tual  acquilitions ;  female  literary 
characters  and  talents,  and  the  dif¬ 
ferent  reprelentations  that  have  been 
given  of  them ;  marriage,  and  col¬ 
lateral  topics ;  female  politenefs, 
gentlenefs,  and  meeknels.  Thefe 
dialogues  are  interfperfed  with  a- 
mufing  anecdotes  and  obfervations 
from  different  authors  ;  and  are  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  hiflorical  eflay  on  the 
ancient  Amazons.  We  recommend 
this  little  volume  on  account  of  the 
valuable  and  inftructive  fentiments 
conveyed  in  it,  which  are  clothed 
in  neat  and  perfpicuous  language. 
The  44  Moral  and  Sentimental  Ef- 
favs,  on  mil'cellaneous  Subjects,” 
&c.  are  likewife  delerving*  our  at¬ 
tention,  on  account  of  the  many 
juft  fentiments  to  be  met  with  in 
them,  and  the  fpirit  with  which 
they  expofe  the  levities  and  vices  of 
the  fafnionable  world. 

I  * 

The  Novels  and  Romances  of  the 
year  have  been  exceedingly  nume¬ 
rous.  But  as  it  would  be  mconlift- 
ent  with  our  plan  to  enter  into  their 
respective  merits,  we  fliall  mention 
the  titles  only  of  fuch  as  have  fallen 
under  our  eye.  Thefe  are,  44  The 
Hiftory  of  Sir  Henry  Clarendon 
44-  The  Con  quells  of  the  Heart,  by 
a  Lady  ;  44  The  Nabob  44  The 
Aeroftatic  Spy;”  44  Anna,  or  Me¬ 
moirs  of  a  Welch  He i refs ;  ”  44  Con- 
fiance 44  Moreton  Abbey;” 
44  The  Quaker,”  and  44  The  Game- 
tiers.”  The  following  are  fpoken 
of,  by  thofe  who  have  read  thern, 
in  terms  of  approbation  :  Walwyn*s 
44  Love  in  a  Cottage,”  Potter’s 
44  Favourites  of  Felicity,”  4f.  The 
Vale  of  Glendour,  or  Memoirs  of 
Emily  Weftbrook,”  44  Modern 
Times  and  more  particularly  fo, 
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“  The  Adventures  of  fix  IVmcefies 
of  Babylon;”  “  Maria,”  “The 
Hiftory  of  the  hon.  Edward  Morti¬ 
mer  ;”  “  Intere  fling  Memoirs,  by  a 
Lady  ;”  “  Eleonora,  from  the  Sor¬ 
rows  of  Werter;”  and  “  Euge- 
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nius. 

Wc  fliall  conclude  our  article  of 
Domeftic  Literature  with  a  brief 
notice  of  Dr.  Burney’s  “  Account 
of  the  muiical  Performances  in 
Weftmi n Her  Abbey,  and  at  the  Pan¬ 
theon,  May  the  26th,  27th,  29th, 
and  f une  the  30th  and  5th,  1784, 
in  Commemoration  of  Handel.” 
When  it  was  underflood  that  our 
author  was  engaged  to  record  the 
hiftory  of  that  grand  muiical  epo¬ 
ch  a,  the  expectations  of  the  public 
were  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch.  Pits 
enthufiaftic  love  of  malic,  his  pro¬ 
be  ffi  anal  knowledge,  his  elegant 
tafte,  and  general  learning,  pointed 
him  out  as  the  fitted  perfon  to  un¬ 
dertake  that  talk.  And  his  execu¬ 
tion  of  it  is  fuch,  as  abundantly 
gratifies  thofe  expectations,  and  does 


lading  honour  to  his  abilities  as  an 
hiftorian,  and  critic  in  his  art.  The 
Sketch,  as  he  modeftly  calls  it, 
which  he  hath  given  of  the  Life  of 
Handel,  is  drawn  with  the  fame  ex¬ 
cellence,  as  his  Account  of  the  Com¬ 
memoration  ;  and  the  anecdotes 
which  he  hath  mentioned  of  him, 
will  be  found  iiiterefling  and  enter- 
taming. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  domeftic 
productions  of  the  year  1783,  we 
find  our  articles  not  near  fo  numer¬ 
ous  as  in  feme  former  years ;  par¬ 
ticularly  under  the  heads  of  bibli¬ 
cal  and  polite  Literature,  pure  Ma¬ 
thematics,  Hiftory,  Biography,  and 
Antiquities.  We  are  not  confci- 
ous,  however,  of  having  omitted 
any  publication,  entitled  to  a  place 
in  our  annual  Catalogue.  Should 
we  be  miftaken,  we  dull  chearfully 
embrace  a  future  occalion  of  pay¬ 
ing  our  attention  to  any  work  of  me*- 
rit  which  we  mav  have  overlooked* 
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THE  feven  Catholic  Epiftles 
of  the  ApoiHes  have  been 
publiflied  in  Ruilia,  after  the  MSS. 
found  at  Mofcow  by  profeffor  Mat- 
thsei,  with,  various  readings,  re¬ 
marks,  and  Greek  fcholia,  never  be¬ 
fore  printed,  together  with  the  V ul- 
gate  Latin  verfion  of  a  MS.  care¬ 
fully  examined.  It  is  prihted  by 
Hartknoch,  at  Riga.  The  fame  au¬ 
thor  has  publiflied  the  Gofpel  ac¬ 
cording  to  St.  Luke,  in  Greek  and 
Latin  ;  Paul’s  Epifiles  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  Titus,  Philemon ;  the  fir  ft: 
and  fecond  Epiftle  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians  ;  the  Epiftles  to  the  Hebrews 
and  Coloffians,  each  in  Greek  and 
Latin.  It  is  now  above  four  years 
lince  profefTor  Matthaei  began  to 
publifli  his  edition  of  the  New  Tef- 
tament,  according  to  the  Mofcow 
MSS.  which  perhaps  he  holds  in 
too  much  veneration.  The  learned 
in  theology  will  find  many  remark¬ 
able  deviations  in  his  opinions  and 
decifions  on  Various  parts  of  the 
Scriptures.  M.  Jaenifch  has  given 
a  u  Treatife  on  the  Cure  of  the 
Cancer/’  atPcterfburg.  M.  Tip  in  us 
has  printed  a  defcriprion  of  his  new 
Invented  micfofcopes.  The  u  Opuf- 
cula  A'nalytica”  of  the  great  Eulciv 
were  publiflied  at  Peterfburg,  in 
1783,  after  his  death.  M.  Pallas 
has  publiflied  Tom.  L  pars  I. 'of  his 
Flora  Ruffle  a,”  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  the  emprefs,  at  whofe  ex¬ 
pence  the  work  is  undertaken,  and 
who  gives  all  the  copies  away. 


Each  tree  and  plant  has  Its  nam^ 
written  in  each  of  the  European 
languages,  and  likewife  in  every  dia- 
lerit  fpoken  throughout  the  Ruffian 
empire  ;  a  method  extremely  ufeful 
to  the  ftudents  of  botany.  “  An- 
ecdotes  of  Peter  the  Great,”  coL 
ledled  by  Jacques  de  Staehling^ 
have  been  publiflied  at  Leipfic, 
many  of  which  are  curious,  and  de- 
feriptive  of  the  lingular  and  impe¬ 
tuous  chafadter  of  that  remarkable 
man.  That,  for  infbmce,  which  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  emperor  being  at 
church  at  Dantzick,  and  finding  hi? 
head  cold,  took  oft  the  perriwig  of 
the  burgomafler  that  fat  beiide  him, 
and  put  it  on  his  own  head.  As 
alfo  that  of  madame  Borffiein,  vvhorn. 
he  himfelf  tapped  for  the  droply. 
M.  Nicholas  Fufs  read  before  the 
Royal  Academicians  of  Peterfburg 
the  u  Eulogy”  of  his  great  mailer 
Euler,  which  contains  an  abftradt 
of  his  life  and  works.  The  labours 
of  Euler  are  immenfe,  and  well 
known*  He  went  from  his  native 
country,  Swiffierland,  to  Peterfburg, 
whence  he  was  invited  by  the  late 
king  of  Pruffia  ;  and  who  (as  we 
think  very  much  to  his  difgrace) 
would  fcarcely  permit  Euler  to  leave 
Berlin,  when  he  had  once  more  a 
defire  to  return  to  Peterfburg.  The 
famous  M.  Turgot,  comptroller- 
general  of  France,  at  the  folicita- 
tion  of  the  marquis  of  Condorcet, 
prevailed  on  the  French  monarch  to 
prefent  fix  thoufandlivres  to  Euler, 
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ail  reward  for  the  benefit  his  difo 
coveries  had  done  to  lociety  ;  to 
which  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  when 
hie  heard  of  it*  added  eight  thou- 
fand  more.  Euler  had  thirteen 
children,  five  of  which  only  arrived 
at  puberty  ;  three  of  them  were 
ions,  each  famous  for  his  learning 
and  abilities  :  and  the  grandchild¬ 
ren  of  Euler  were  thirty-fix,  ail 
living  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  Sweden  a  tracf  has  been  pub- 
IKhed,  called  “  Trangrums  Aden,” 
which  fignifies  the  refufe  of  her¬ 
rings  after  the  oil  has  been  extract¬ 
ed.  The  making  of  this  oil  is  a 
branch  of  commerce  extremely  lu¬ 
crative  to  Sweden,  and  it  had  been 
pretended  that  the  refufe  of  the 
herrings,  after  the  oil  was  made, 
being  call  into  the  fea,  injured  both 
the  fifhery  and  navigation.  The 
king  accordingly  iffued  an  edidt, 
prohibiting  this  refufe  to  be  thrown 
into  the  lea.  But  this  being  de- 
ftru&ive  to  the  interefis  of  the  ma¬ 
nufacturers,  they  obtained  leave  to 
make  experiments,  by  which  they 
have  proved,  that,  inftead  of  being 
injurious,  this  refufe,  by  being  call; 
into  the  fea,  was  remarkably  be¬ 
neficial  to  the  fifhery,  and  no  im¬ 
pediment  to  navigation. 

Peter  Frederic  Suhm  has  written 
the  Hiftory  of  Denmark,  from  804 
to  941,  in  which  many  interefiing 
fadts  are  to  be  found  relative  to  the 
Ruffians,  Germans,  French,  Eng- 
lifh,  Irifh,  and  Scotch.  The  au¬ 
thor  has  therein  given  many  well- 
eftablifhed  fadis,  hitherto  unknown, 
of  the  invafions  the  Normans  made 
on  thofe  kingdoms,  and  which  will 
be  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to 
future  hifiorians.  M.  Suhm  has 
Ukewife  written  a  novel,  or  ro¬ 
mance,  called  u  Afsol”,  (printed  at 
Copenhagen)  which  is  in  great  re¬ 
pute,  and  ihews  how  perfedtly  the 
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author  is  acquainted  with  the  man* 
tiers  of  the  remote  ages  in  which 
his  fuppofed  perfonages  lived,-,  as 
well  as  the  power  he  has  over  the 
imagination  and  the  heart. 

M.  Schmidts  has  publifhed  his 
third  and  fourth  volumes  of  the 
“  German  Hiftory, ”  which  is  to  be 
continued.  It  is  already  fuppofed 
a  work  fo  well  authenticated,  that' 
the  emperor,  in  his  hue  conteft 
with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  quoted  the 
authority  of  this  hi  fieri  an. 

We  gave  an  account  lafi  year  of 
M.  de  Rivaroi’s  “  Prize  Memoir  oil 
the  Univerfality  of  the  French  Lan¬ 
guage.  ”  The  author  of  it  took 
every  poffiible  means  to  make  him- 
felf  and  his  memoir  known.  M. 
Schwab,  profeffior  of  Stuttgard,  and 
a  more  modeft  man,  between  whom 
and  M,  de  R  ivarols  the  prize  was 
divided,  has  likewise  publifhed  his 
Memoir,  and  from  the  extracts  we 
have  feen,  he  appears  to  be  a  much 
better  philofopher 

M.  Goeze  has  given  u  A  Hifto 
rical  Effay  on  Worms,  found  in 
the  Inteftines  of  Animals,”  in 
which  are  numerous,  excellent,  and 
new  obfervations.  1  he  author’s  pa¬ 
tience  has  been  unconquerable  ;  he 
has  examined  a  vafi  number  of 
animals  and  animaicula,  with  the 
help  of  the  microfcope,  and  his 
account  of  the  folium,  or  tapeworm, 
is  written  with  great  care. 

M.  Dobrizhoffer  has  printed 
three  vols.  of  his  u  Hiftory  of  the 
Abbiponions,”  a  warlike  nation  of 
Paraguay,  in  which,  though  the 
author  has  not  that  extended  and 
philofophic  mind  fo  much  to  be 
deft  red  in  all  Writers,  yet  many 
very  curious  particulars  may  bg 
found,  as  well  relative  to  the  na* 
tives  as  the  Jefuits,  to  whom  the 
author  is  a  friend.  Their  fettle- 
ments  in  that  country,  th.e  good 
they  have  done,  and  the  falfehood 
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of  fuppoiing  they  ever  afpired  at 
empire  there,  are  infixed  on.  The 
work  is  altogether  very  curious. 

The  fec.ond  volume  of  the  “  Ara¬ 
bic,  Perfian,  and  Turkifh  Dictio¬ 
nary/’  hv  Meninfki,  has  been  pub- 
lifhed  at  Vienna  by  careful  editors. 

A  very  learned  work,  in  the  form 
of  a  lexicon  on  ancient  medals,  has 
been  compofed  by  M.  Rafche,  to 
Which  M.  Heyne  has  written  an  ex¬ 
cellent  preface  ;  the  hr  it  volume, 
from  A  to  C,  is  printed  at  Leipfic. 

“  A  Continuation  of  a  Voyage  to 
Ceylon,”  by  M.  Wolf,  is  pub- 
lifhed  at  Berlin,  which  chiefly  re¬ 
lates  to  the  life  of  the  author,  fur¬ 
ther  accounts  of  Jaffanapatnam,  new 
obferVations  on  elephants,  white 
ants,  a  fpecies  of  termites,  which 
feme  of  the  inhabitants  eat,  the 
god  Pew  of  the  Malabars,  the  Ca- 
chou,  the  Malabar  haves,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Dutch,  &c. 

M.  Jacquin  has  printed  atVienna 
ii  Memoirs  on  the  Natural  Hiilory 
of  Birds/7  chiefly  extracted  from 
his  father’s  papers,  and  containing 
dbfervations  on  many  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  birds,  and  others  found  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  Imperial  menagery  at 
Schoenbrun. 

44  Opufcula  Academic;/’  of  the 
learnedHeyne  have  appeared  at  Got¬ 
tingen.  The  author  had  held  the  pro- 
feffor's  chair  20  years  in  the  year 
1782,  he  therefore  refolved  to  pub- 
Hfh  his  Programa,  which  form  a  kind 
of  annals  of  the  univerfities ;  the  firft 
volume  only  is  printed  at  preient, 
and  many  critical  remarks  are  found 
in  it  by  the  profeffor  on  his  own 
performances  and  labours.  .  • 

M.  Reichenbach  has  begun  to 
write  and  print  “  Memoirs  on  Swe- 
difh  Pomerania.”  They  are  to  be 
continued.  The  author  poifefTes  a 
philolbphic  fpirit,  ai$  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  arid  .  his  refearches  are 
chiefly  concerning  population,  agri¬ 


culture,  commerce,  induflry,  the 
police,  education,  navigation,  fi¬ 
nances,  and  adminiftration  of  juflice 
in  this  country,  which  deferves  to 
be  better  known  and  better  culti¬ 
vated. 

M.  Pfeffel,  the  hifforlan,  has 
printed,  at  Strafburg,  “  Commen- 
tarii  de  Limite  Galliae,”’  a  learned 
work,  and  tending  to  eftablifh  the 
peace  of  nations,  by  determining 
their  boundaries. 

The  “  Scriptores  Eccleiiafhci  de 
Miiiica  Sacra,”  by  Martin  Gerbert, 
is  a  precious  colledfion,  made  with 
incredible  labour  from  the  MSS. 
difperfed  through  Italy,  France  and 
Germany,  and  will  give  the  curious 
vaft  information  on  the  date  of 
ecclefiaftical  mu  lie  during  the  mid¬ 
dle  ages. 

46  Logarithmic  Tables  for  theUfe 
of  Mathematicians,”  by  M.  Vagar,. 
printed  at  Vienna,  have  been  cal¬ 
culated  with  fo  much  care,  that  a 
ducat  is  offered  for  every  fault  dif- 
covered  in  them  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  an  error.  If  they  are  as 
correct  as  they  are  Paid  to  be,  the 
work  is  almoff  invaluable.  It  is 
alfo  publifhed  at  a  cheap  price,  that 
poor  fludents  may  be  able  to  pur- 
chafe  it. 

“  The  firft  Part  of  a  Hiftory  of 
the  Life  and  Government  of  Fre¬ 
deric  II.  late  King  of  Pruffia,”  has 
lately  appeared  at  Leipfic,  contain¬ 
ing  the  fix  firff  years  of  his  reign, 
the  materials  of  which  are  well  ar¬ 
ranged. 

M.  Bock  has  ended  his  44  Natu¬ 
ral  Hilfory  of  Pruffia,”  by  a  fifth 
volume,  which  treats  of  infedls  and 
worms. 

At  Hanover  M.  Fifcher  has 
printed  a  fir  ft  volume  of  his  44  Hif¬ 
tory  on  the  Commerce,  Naviga¬ 
tion,  Fifheries,  Inventions,  Arts, 
&c.  .  of ;  Germany.”  The  well- 
founded  reputation  of  the  author 
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gives  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
this  muft  be  a  molt  interesting  work 
to  all  nations,  but  particularly  to 
the  Germans. 

A  new  edition  of  44  Lambert’s 
Syftem  of  the  World,”  is  pub¬ 
lished  at  Berlin,  under  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  M.  Merian.  The  genius 
of  its  author  is  more  vail  and  po¬ 
etic  than  philofophic,  as  the  book 
may  be  read  with  pleafure  as  a  hil- 
tory  of  things  that  may  be,  but  of 
which  we  have  no  good  proof  that 
they  are. 

M.  Habendreit  has  publifhed  a 
Latin  tradt  at  Leipfic  44  On  the 
Decompolition  of  Water,”  which 
contains  many  curious  chemical  ex¬ 
periments. 

M.  Bufc’ning  has  given  the  world 
44  A  comparative  EfTay  on  the  Gre  • 
cian  and  Modern  Philolophy,” 
printed  at  Berlin.  The  author 
appears  fomewhat  prejudiced  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  ancients  ;  his  learning, 
however,  is  profound,  and  his  fub- 
jeft  rich,  and  equally  capable  of 
information  and  amuiemeat  to  men 
of  literature. 

M.  Rergmanti  has  printed  a 
pamphlet  at  Merits,  containing 
44  An  Enquiry  into  what  Animals 
certainly  are  not>  and  what  they 
probably  ate  in  which  the  long- 
conteffed  fubject  of  miVmct  is  han¬ 
dled.  The  author,  by  comparing 
animals  to  machines  made  by  men, 
and  afterwards  to  men  themfelves, 
produces  many  arguments  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  fouls  of  beafis,  and  to 
prove  that  they  are  not  actuated  by 
that  blind  initiiicb  which  has  been 
x>  generally  fuppofed. 

Baron  Hoffman  has  prefentedthe 
world  with  44  A  Memoir  on  Iron 
Founderies,”  which  the  Goettingen 
reviewers  praile  as  one  of  the  bed 
any  where  to  be  found.  The  au¬ 
thor  {hews  an  incredible  fund  of 
knowledge  of  the  ut moil  utility, 
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and  gives  numerous  milruHions  for 
the  multiplication  and  improvement 
of  iron  utenlils. 

M.  Merk  has  printed  at  Darm- 
fladt  44  A  Second  Letter  on  thefbf- 
iil  Bones  of  the  Elephant  and  Rhi¬ 
noceros,  found  in  Germany,  and 
particularly  in  HefTe-Darmiladt.” 
It  contains  an  account  of  new  dis¬ 
coveries  li nee  the  publication  of  his 
44  Fir  ft  Letter,”  The  head  of  a 
rhinoceros  has  been  dug  up  at  Lain- 
pertfhein,  near  Worms  ;  part  of 
the  head  and  jaw-bone  of  a  rhino¬ 
ceros,  in  the  country  of  Rudol- 
iladt ;  the  teeth  of  a  rhinoceros, 
nearMayence,  with  fix  rhinoceros’s 
bones,  dug  up  in  Germany  ;  all 
which  the  author  fuppofes  fo  many 
certain  indications  of  the  revolu¬ 
tions  of  the  globe, 

44  The  Geography,  Topogra¬ 
phy,  and  Hi  dory  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  by  M.  Menzel,”  print¬ 
ed  at  GlogaiuTis  a  work  of  great 
merit  for  the  exactitude  and  truth 
of  the  relations  it  contains.  It  is 
lo  very  circumflantial  as  to  be  li¬ 
able  to  offend  many  readers ;  but 
there  are  others  to  whom,  for  this 
very  reafon,  it  will  give  great  plea¬ 
fure,  becaufe,  by  this  means,  it 
tranfports  them  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  place,  and  iituation  of  the  au¬ 
thor,  at  the  moment  he  is  writing. 
The  find  part  has  only  appeared  at 
p relent  ;  when  completed,  it  will, 
with  Sparman’s  44  Voyage,”  form 
an.  excellent  hi'ftory  of  the  Cape. 

John  Bernoulli  has  publifhed  at 
Berlin  the  44  Agronomical  Obferva- 
tions  of  M.  Wolf,  made  at  Dantzic, 
from  1774  to  1784.”  At  Ma,r- 
bourg,  M,  Curtius  has  printed  44  A 
Collection  of  hiftorical  Tracts,  from 
1783  ro  1785,”  in  which  the  fecret 
views  of  the  courts  of  Berlin,  Ha¬ 
nover,  and  Vienna,  are  often  ex-, 
poled  under  a  new  point  of  view. 
The  Cologne  Gazette  has  armounc- 
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ed,  that  the  baron  de  Hupfeh,  of 
Cologne,  has  been  happy  enough 
to  difcover  that  this  city  was  one  of, 
if  not  the  firft  in  which  the  art  of 
printing  was  exercifed ;  having 
found  not  only  a  page  engraved  in 
wood,  according  to  the  mode  in 
which  printing  was  originally  per¬ 
formed,  but  alfo  other  proofs  that 
this  art  was  fir  if  pra&ifed  at  Co¬ 
logne. 

Profeffor  Weber  has  given  the 
learned  world  44  A  Treatife  on  com¬ 
mon  Air,  and  the  Air  that  Bodies 
contain,”  in  which  work  he  has  en¬ 
deavoured  to  collebl  the  various  ex¬ 
periments  of  others,  which  are 
Scattered,  and  di draft  the  attention 
of  young  Undents,  fo  as  to  form  a 
whole.  What  is  remarkable,  in  the 
tnidlt  of  his  refearches  into  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  air,  he  hasaddrefled  him- 
felf  to  the  feelings  as  well  as  the  un* 
derdanding,  which  he  frequently 
has  the  art  deeply  to  affedt.  Air. 
Scherbern  has  collected  various 
(battered  tracts  by  the  great  Lin¬ 
naeus  on  medicine  and  botany,  the 
eighth  .  volume  of  which  is  lately 
printed  at  Erlang  A  learned  me¬ 
moir,  entitled  44  New  Oblervations 
on  Generation,  ”  was  read  by  pro- 
fieffor  Bloumenbarch  before  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Goettin¬ 
gen.  The.  experiments  and  views 
of  the  author  were  worthy  of  the 
fociety  to  whom  they  were  addreff- 
ed.  The  fir  ft  volume  of  the  44  Na¬ 
tural  Hiftory of  Auftria,  Saltzbourg, 
Pall'au,  and"  Berchtes-Gaden,”  has 
been  written  and  printed  by  M. 
Schrank,  at  Saltzbourg,  and  is  a 
work  of. confeq uence  to  natural  hi- 
llory. 

At  the  Hague,  u  A  Collection  of 
Memoirs  on  the  Analogy  between 
Eleflricity  and  Magnetlfm,  by  Pro- 
felibr  Van  Swindeii,”  has  appeared, 
which  does  new  honour  to  the  in¬ 
telligence  and  indefatigable  indu II  ry 
of  its  author,  and  is  highly  worthy 


of  the  enlightened  philofophy  of 
the  prefent  age.  His  expofition  of 
the  famous  empiric  Mefmer,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  deve¬ 
loped  the  fallity  of  the  Mefmerian 
fyftem,  does  honour  to  himfelf  and 
fcience.  M.  Dehu  has  reprinted  at 
Helmdadt  his  44  Treadle  on  the 
TinClure  of  Regulus  of  Antimony, 
faturated  with  cauftic  Salt,  and  its 
remarkable  medical  Properties,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  Account  of  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  preparing  fuch  Tinctures.” 
J.  Mauvillan,  captain  in  the  Hef- 
lian  lervice,  has  publifhed  44  An 
Hidorical  EfTay  on  the  Art  of  War, 
during  the  war  of  thirty  Years 
that  is,  the  memorable  warpreceding 
the  peace  of  Munfter.  The  fame 
author  has  written  a  more  extenfiv.e 
and  important  work  44  On  the 
Changes  produced  by  the  Inven¬ 
tion  of  Gunpowder  in  the  military 
Art,”  which  perhaps  places  him 
among  the  firfb  of  military  writers. 
At  Leiplic,  M.  Breitkopf  has  prim¬ 
ed  his  firit  part  of  44  An  Inquiry 
into  the  Origin  of  playing  Cards, 
Paper  made  of  Linen,  and  Wood 
Engravings.”  The  work  is  accu¬ 
rate  and  acute :  the  two  find  articles 
only  are  treated  of  in  the.  prefent 
publication.  The  Royal  Society 
of  Goettingen  has  publifhed  their 
44  TranfaClions  for  the  Year  1782,” 
which  contains  four  memoirs  on  na¬ 
tural  philofophy.  The  fil'd,  ob¬ 
fervations  on  leveral  claifes  of  plants 
in  the  royal  garden  ;  fome  of  which 
are  new,  others  little  known,  by 
profelfor  Murray  :  the  fecond,  on 
the  acid  fprings  of  Driburg,  by 
Gmelin  :  the  third,  concerning  the 
hiftory  of  lugar,  by  Beckman,  in 
which  he  endeavours,  with  great 
probability,  to  prove  that  lugar  was 
unknown  to  the  ancients :  the  fourth 
contains  anatomico-obftetrical  ob¬ 
fervations  on  the  ftrubture  of  the 
human  ovum  and '  fecundine,  by 
proiefibr  Rilberg.  They  are  learn¬ 
ed, 
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ed,  interefting,  and  original.  Thefe 
Tranfa&ions  contain  two  memoirs 
on  Mathematics,  and  five  on  Hi- 
ilory  arid  Philology.  The  fir  11,  on 
the  improvements  made  in  military 
arms,  lince  the  time  of  the  ancient 
Greeks,  by  profelfor  Fleyne  :  the 
fecond,  on  the  time  in  which  Mi¬ 
chael  Gly'cas  lived,  one  of  the  By¬ 
zantine  hiftorians,  by  profelfor  Wal- 
chius  :  the  third,  relative  to  certain 
works  and  fragments  of  the  Socra- 
tic  fchoolj  particularly  the  Dia¬ 
logues  of  dEfchyles,  Plato’s  Epi- 
ffles,  thofe  of  his  con-difciples,  and 
the  Table  ofCebes,by  profelfor  Mei- 
ners,  in  which  flrong  proofs  are 
brought  that  they  are  moll  of  them 
fpurious :  the  fourth  concerning 
Thrace,  as  defcribed  by  Herodotus 
and  Thucydides,  by  profelfor  Gat- 
terer  :  the  fifth,  an  enquiry  into  the 
fources  of  information  and  authors, 
from  whom  Diodorus  Siculus  com- 
pofed  his  hiilory,  written  with  in¬ 
finite  erudition  by  profelfor  Heyne. 
M.  de  Hertzberg,  minifter  of  llatc 
to  the  late  king  of  Pruffia,  and  one 
of  the  Berlin  academicians,  has 
printed  his  “  Difcourfe  read  on  the 
King’s  Birth-Day, concerning  Popu¬ 
lation  in  general,  and  on  that  of  the 
Prulfian  Dominions  in  particular.” 
The  author  is  the  known  panegy- 
rill  of  his  royal  mailer,  and  there¬ 
fore  mull  be  read  with  caution.  He 
pretends,  that  Frederic  doubled 
the  population  of  his  hereditary  do¬ 
minions,  and  by  means  of  his  new¬ 
ly  acquired  provinces  trebled  that 
of  the  whole  Prulfian  Hates  ;  but 
we  prefume  he  mull  date  from  the 
conclufion  of  the  lall  war  his  ma- 
jefty  waged  againft  the  houfe  of 
An ftria,  when  the  population  of  the 
Prulfian  territories  was  miferably 
decreafed.  This  pamphlet  fhould 
be  read  with  infinite  caution ;  it 
may  orherwile  induce  people,  not 
fufiicicntly  accuflomed  to  confider 
fuch  fubjedts,  to  believe  that  an  ab* 


folute  monarchy  is  the  bell  of  go¬ 
vernments  ;  a  deteilable  opinion, 
deftrudlive  of  mankind,  and  which 
we  are  always  forry  when  we  find 
learned  men  endeavouring  to  pro¬ 
pagate. 

The  twenty-firfl  and  twenty-fe- 
cond  volumes  of  the  Haarlem  So¬ 
ciety  have  appeared,  the  latter  of 
which  contains  a  moft  excellent 
Dilfertation,  by  profelfor  Cailillon, 
of  Berlin,  concerning  the  princi¬ 
ples  and  characters  of  analogy,  and 
how  it  ought  to  be  applied  in  the 
inveftig'ation  of  phyfical  and  moral 
truths.  Another  Dilfertation  in  the 
fame  volume  is  as  contemptible  a$ 
the  above  is  excellent.  It  is  an  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  moral  Hate  of  chil¬ 
dren  after  this  life,  by  Lambert 
Meyer.  The  difeuffion  of  fuch  a 
quefiion  cannot  be  read  without 
pity,  for  the  ill-diredted  labours  of 
the  author. 

While  fpeaking  of  German  lite¬ 
rature,  let  us  mention  two  different 
works  in  French,  confiding  of  tranl- 
lations  from  the  German,  from 
their  mold  efteemed  tragedies  and 

u 

comedies.  The  firfl,  in  twelve  vo¬ 
lumes,  is  completed.  The  authors 
were  melfieurs  Freidel,  and  de  Bon¬ 
neville.  Freidei  was  a  German  ; 
and  his  part  of  the  work  chiefly 
conliffed  in  procuring  the  pieces, 
and  giving  a  mere  literal  tranilation 
to  his  fellow-labourer,  whole  talk  it 
was  to  bellow  on  ^:hem  that  lpirit 
and  elegance,  without  which  luch 
works  are  little  likely  to  be  read* 
This  tranflation  has  been  very  fuc- 
celsful.  The  lecond  is  by  mef- 
fieurs  Junker  and  Leibault,  four 
volumes  of  which  are  only  yet  print¬ 
ed  ;  but  the  authors  propole  a  con¬ 
tinuation,  if  they  meet  the  fuccefs 
they  hope.  A  fketch  likewife  of  a 
“  New  general  Cede  of  Laws  for 
the  Prulfian  States,”  has  appeared 
at  Berlin,  .and  our  accounts 
fay  is  very  much  fuperior,  as 
AT  3  far 
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far  as  it  goes,  to  the  Frederician 
Code. 

44  A  New  Arabic  Lexicon,  by 
John  Willmet,”  is  publiflied  at  Rot¬ 
terdam,  forme  of  the  44  Koran,’* 
“Hariri,**  and  the  “Life  of  Timur,’* 
three  works  which  are  fuppofed  to 
be  written  in  the  pu  re  if  Arabic. 
At  Leyden,  the  chevalier  Junei  has 
publiflied  a  44  General  Hilhory  of 
the  Kingdoms  of  Cyprus,  Jerufia- 
lem,  Armenia,  and  Egypt a 
work  deferving  all  pofiible  atten¬ 
tion  by  thofe  whofe  hillorical  re- 
fearches  are  this  way  bent.  To 
.  this  Hiilory  is  added  the  prefent 
■State  of  Egypt,  a  Differtation  on 
their  Hieroglyphics,  and  reflections 
on  the  proper  means  to  conquer 
Egypt  and  Cyprus.  This  Hilhory 
is  written  in  French. 

Having:  thus  given  a  brief  ac- 
count  of  all  the  works  moft  deferv¬ 
ing  notice  that  .have,  come  within 
our  knowledge,  pubiifhed  in  Ruf- 
fia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Germany, 
and  Holland,  we  fliall  now  turn  our 
attention  fou th wards,  and  proceed 
with  a  recapitulation  of  the  works 
of  Italian  authors  which  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  courier1  of  the  year 
1 7 8  r ,  and  fuch  of  1784,  as  had 
not  .before  come  to  hand. 

M.  Grimaldi  has  publiflied  feve- 
ral  volumes  of  his  44  Annals  oh  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples.”  The  ex¬ 
tracts-  we  have  feen  are  written  with 
a  free  and  philofophic  fpirit,  which 
is  always  the  more  honourable  to  its 
author  when  exercifed  in  a  coun¬ 
try  inimical  to  liberty  of  fpeech  and 
addon.  He  has  invited  the  learned 
to  give  him  their  affiftance,  with  a 
promife  to  publifh  the  names  of 
thofe  who  fliall  contribute  to  his 
Work.  He  has  likewife  greatly  pro¬ 
fited  by  our  own  famous  hiftorian, 
Gibbon’s  44  Decline  and  Fall  of  the 
Roman  Empire.”  The  44  Hiftory 
of  Ruflia,”  written  in  French  by 
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M.  Levefque,  is  alfo  tranflated  into 
Italian,.  Perhaps  it  is  the  bell  hi¬ 
ftory  of  Ruflia  extant,  and  thetranf- 
lation  is  faid  to  be  faithful.  The 
twelfth  volume  of  Saccarelli’s 44  Ec- 
cleflaftical  Hiilory,”  in  Latin,  has 
appeared.  The  abbe  Seftini  has 
pubiifhed  feveh  volumes  of  44  Let¬ 
ters,  written  from  Sicily  and  Tur¬ 
key,  t©  his  Friends  in  Tufcany.” 
They  are  printed  at  Leghorn  ;  and 
the  abbe  has  paid  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  private  lives  of  the 
Turks,  the  natural  and  botanical 
productions  of  the  countries  he  had 
paired  through,  and  been  careful  to 
fupply  the  defects  of  other  travel¬ 
lers,  who  have  had  too  much  hafte 
and  too  little  attention  to  deferibe 
the  Ottomans,  and  their  empire, 
fuch  as  they  really  are.  From  Leg¬ 
horn,  likewife,  John  Mariti  has  fent 
his  44  Chronology  of  the  Latin 
Kings  of  Jerufalem”  into  the  world. 
It  includes  nearly  four  centuries, 
that  rs  to  fay,  from  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  Godfrey  in  1099,  to  the 
death  of  James  the  Pofthumous,  fon 
of  fames  the  Ballard,  in  the  year 

1 475  • 

In  our  laft  Regifter  we  mentioned 
a  daring  friar  who  had  contcfted 
the  legal  rites  of  primacy  of  the 
pope  ;  at  prefent  we  muft  mention 
an  author,  who,  with  a  more  re¬ 
ligious  but  lefts  philofophic  fpirit, 
has  written  an  anfwer,  in  which  he 
has  not  fpared  his  endeavours  to 
load  the  afore  faid  hardy  friar  with 
all  the  opprobrium  in  his  pow¬ 
er.  44  Piedmontefe  Biography, 
by  Charles  Tenirefli,  Decade  the 
Firft,”  has  been  printed  at  Turin, 
and  contains  the  lives  of  eight  kings 
of  the  Lombards,  and  two  of  Ita¬ 
ly,  born  in  Piedmont,  or  at  leall 
convoking  the  ftates  there.  M. 
Mafia,  advocate  at  Mantua,  has 
publiflied  44  A  Treadle  on  Crimes 
and  Punifbments,”  which,  in  fadt, 
is  the  work  of  the  famous  Becca- 

ria, 
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ria  re-tranllated  from  a  French  au¬ 
thor,  who  himfelf  had  tranilatcd 
Beccaria  from  the  Italian,  hut  by 
another  arrangement  had  made 

o 

home  improvements  in  the  work. 
The  prefent  tranflator  has  added 
notes.  The  firft  volume  is  only 
yet  printed,  at  Monaco,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  typographical  fociety. 
The  firft  volume  of  a  u  Hiftorical- 
chronological  AbftraCt  of  pontifical, 
imperial,  and  fe diary  Councils,  with 
political  and  moral  Reflections,  Ci¬ 
tations,  and  Remarks,”  has  been 
written  by  M.  Forci,  and  printed 
at  Florence.  Tafte,  preciiion,  and 
learning,  characterize  this  work, 
which  is  in  reality  a  final  1  library 
in  its  kind.  Our  readers  perhaps 
will  excufe,  or  perhaps  thank  us 
for  noticing  a  traCl  contemptible  in 
itfelf  on  account  of  its  fubjeCt,  but 
for  that  reafon  curious  to  the  good 
tree  proteftants  of  England.  It  is  an 
oration  by  .the  abbe  Traverfari,  in 
praife  of  the  bleffed  Lorenzo  de 
Brindift.  That  they  may  judge  we 
will  tranllate  a  fhort  paftage,  where 
the  holy  orator  defcribes  the  vidto>y 
gained  by  the  Aullrians  over  the 
Ottomans,  under  the  favourable 
aufpices  and  in  confeqiience.  of  the 
preience  of  Rrindili  :  u  Oh,  what 
a  fpeclacleit  was  to  behold  him,  in- 
fpired  by  God,  animating  by  his 
prefages  the  combatants  ;  giving 
courage,  by  the  found  of  his  voice, 
to  chiefs  who  flood  in  fiilpence, 
and  communicating  his  own  ar- 
dour  to  the  timid  battalions.  Spite 
of  the  inequality  of  troops,  and 
the  disadvantage  of  the  fttuation 
ef  the  polls,  Lorenzo,  in  the  name 
of  the  Gpd  of  Armies,  counlelled 
the  attack.  Admire  him  !  behold  ! 
he  no  more  refembles  a  mortal  and 
terreftrial  being  !  All  the  confidence 
ol  Moles,  praying  on  the  moun¬ 
tain,  (bines  in  his"'  face  ;  his  cou¬ 
rage  difplays  all  the  zeal  of  Jofliua 
vanquishing  the  Amalekites,  With 


one  hand  he  triumphant  elevates 
the  lign  of  the  crol's,  with  the 
other  guides  his  courSer,  who,  hiin- 
lelf,  dlreded  by  Some  Superior  vir¬ 
tue,  winds  and  Saves  his  rider  in 
his  Swift  coiirfe  from  the  well-aim¬ 
ed  blows  of  barbarian  fcymitars. 
Thus  animating  the  troops  of  the 
faithful,  he  rapidly  flies  where  wing 
the  greateft  number  of  inimical  ar¬ 
rows,  where  thunders  with  loudeft: 
fury  the  enemy’s  artillery.  Cou¬ 
rageous  chiefs,  in  vain  would  you, 
intercept  his  career!  Behold  you 
not,  deScended  from  on  high,  the 
Almighty  wars  for  him  and  you  ? 
What,  though  death,  glanced  from 
a  thoufand  parts,  comes  to ,  afiaulf 
him,  obedient  to  his  voice,  death 
flops,  and  with  double  fury  returns 
to  exterminate  the  reproved  nation. 
See  the  unequal  armies  approach, 
they  clafh,  they  mingle,  the  fight 
grows  hot,  but  loan  the  heavens 
declare  for  juftice  and  the  faithful. 
The  barbarian  ranks  cannot  with- 
fiand  the  Auftrian  valour,  jnlpired 
and  proteded  by  heaven  ;  they  are 
broken  and  call  to  the  earth.  God 
difperfes  and  bows  them  down,  the 
fword  mows  them,  the  proud  Otto¬ 
man  Swims  in  a  fea  of  blood,  and 
views,  with  terror  twenty  thoufand 
of  his  .{lain  warriors.  Flight  only 
can  Save  him,  and  flight  itfelf  is 
rafli  and  uncertain  ;  mountains  of 
(lain,  duft  and  Smoke  flop  and  con¬ 
found  him,  and  the  exterminating 
angel  p.urfues  him,  Via  illorum 
tenehra:  et  angclus  Domini  perfcquens 
«v.(Plal.  xxxv.)  All  is  ruin  and  de- 
fpair  for  the’  vanquished,  all  Safety 
and  triumph  for  the  viCior.”  Elo¬ 
quence  mult  be  allowed  the  orator, 
but  eloquence  for  the  propagation  of 
falsehood  and  glaring  abfurdity,  be¬ 
comes  only  the  more  ridiculous  by 
its  excellence.  Count  Char¬ 
les  Bettoni,  equally  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  heart  and  underhand  . 
ing,  propofed  a  prize  df  a  him 
I  4  '  dred 
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dred  fequlQS  to  the  author  of  twen¬ 
ty-four  tales,  which  might  bed;  in- 
fpire  youth  with  the  love  of  virtue. 
This  prize,  on  after-conlideration, 
was  offered  for  the  bed  memoir  on 
the  Means  of  kindling  and  pre- 
ferving  the  Love  of  Virtue  among 
the  young  Nobility.  The  me¬ 
moirs  to  be  judged  by  the  acade¬ 
micians  of  Padua.  Somewhat  to 
the  difgrace  of  Italian  literature, 
the  prize  memoir  was  written  by 
M-  Lieberkuhn,  and  the  two  fe- 
cond  beft  by  mellieurs  Villaume  and 
Hettinger,  all  three  Germans.  At 
Naples  the  firft  volume  of  Captain 
Cook’s  Voyages  is  tranflated  and 
published,  and  is  faid  to  be  well 
executed.  A  Profpedhts  alfo  of  an 
Italian  Cyclopaedia  has  appeared 
there.  At  Ferrara  the  abbe  Aime- 
rich  has  written  in  Latin  44  An  En¬ 
quiry  concerning  the  Works  of  an¬ 
cient  Authors  that  have  been  loflin 
part,  or  wholly. ”  The  work  is 
erudite  and  .acute,  and  will  give 
pleafure  to  lovers  of  clailic  learn¬ 
ing.  Abbe  Denina  has  collected 
and  augmented  his  *4  DiiTertations 
on  the  Revolutions  of  Literature,” 
and  pub'tifhed  the  fir  ft  volume  of 
the  third  edition.  The  canon  Ma¬ 
rio  Lupo,  known  for  his  profound 
erudition,  has  prefented  the  world 
with  the  firft  volume  of  his  ^  Co¬ 
dex  Diplomaticus,  Civitatis  et  Ec- 
clefias  Bergomenfis,”  printed  in  fo¬ 
lio  at  Bergamo ;  a  learned  and 
iifeful  work  for  law  ftudents.  Fa¬ 
ther  Delfini  at  Turin,  has  given  a 
H  Relation  of  the  Expedition  of  the 
French  Fleet  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
diving  the  years  1781,  2,  and  3,  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  M.  de  Su fi¬ 
re  in  the  following  is  a  quotation 
from  his  work :  **  Three  failors 

brought  me  a  young  officer  wound¬ 
ed  and  dying,  ‘whom  I  entreated  in 
his  lafit  moments  to  hope  in  God  ; 
the^opr  youth  with  a  faint  voice 


faid,  44  Alas  there  is  no  more  hope  1” 
and  expired.  With  the  help  of  a 
failor  I  took  his  body,  and  was  car¬ 
rying  him  to  one  of  the  gunners 
to  have  him  thrown  into  the  fea  ; 
meanwhile  a  ball  brufhed  by  my 
head,  and  another  almoft  touched 
me  a  little  below  the  waift  :  an  offi¬ 
cer  feeing  me,  called  out,  reverend 
Sir,  get  to  your  poft ;  I  am  going, 
replied  I,  1  am  not  fool  enough  to 
ftay  here.” 

M.  Pignotii  has  given  a  fifth 
edition  at  Lucca,  of  his  4i  Fables 
and  Poems,”  which  we  mention, 
becaufe  among  the  things  added,  is 
a  fhort  poem  called  44  the  Tomb 
of  Shakfpeare.”  The  fame  of  our 
immortal  bard  will  in  time  be  fpread 
over  the  whole  earth.  The  Abbe 
Seftini  has  printed  at  Florence,  a 
fmail  but  apparently  valuable  work, 
on  44Turkifh  Gardening,  Agricul¬ 
ture,  and  Hunting,  as  pradtifed  on 
the  canal  of  Conftantinople.”  The 
44  Flora  Pcdi'monta ,  by  M.  Allio- 
ni,  fuperiptendant  of  the  Botany 
Garden  and  Mule  urn,”  has  ap¬ 
peared  at  Turin.  The  work  was 
impatiently  expedited  ;  it  is  in  two 
volumes  folio,  with  ninety  two 
plates,  containing  figures  of  new  or 
ra’.  e  plants,  to  the  number  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  eight  ;  his 
plants  are  all  natives  of  Piedmont, 
and  amount  to  more  than  two  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred,  his  fyftem  the 
fame  as  in  his  fifth  volume  qf 
f4  Mil'cellanies  of  the  Roval  Soci- 

j  • 

ety  of  Turin.”  The  lecond  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  44  Elements  of  canoni¬ 
cal  Jurifprudcnce”  has  at  length 
appeared  at  Bologna,  containing 
fuhjedis  in  alphabetical  arrange¬ 
ment,  frpm  the  letter  1),  to  the  let¬ 
ter  I.  The  fame  clearnefs  and 
precifion  which  diftinguifhed  the 
firft  vqlume,  are  apparent  in  the 
lecond. 

The  Abbe  Campferver  has  pub- 

}i  fh$4 
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lifhed  a  Ihort  work  on  44  Cofmo- 
graphy,  and  the  prelent  date  of 
the  World*”  (meant  as  a  profpettiis 
to  an  intended  large  one)  which  he 
has  executed  with  method,  learn¬ 
ing,  and  intelligence.  The  Abbe 
Curiazio,  member  of  the  Royal  A- 
cademy  of  Naples,  has  publilhed  a 
44  Memoir  on  Mulberry  Trees  and 
Silk  Worms,531  very  ufeful  to  all 
concerned  in  the  culture  of  thofe 
objebts,  becaufe  the  obfervations  are 
made  in  a  country  where  this  cul¬ 
ture  has  been  brought  to  the  high- 
elf  perfection  ;  it  is  printed  at 
Rome.  The  firlf  volume  of  44  Let¬ 
ters  on  Meteorology”  have  been 
publillied  by  Abbe  Cavalli  at  Rome, 
which  form  the  firlf  part  of  a  com¬ 
plete  elementary  treatife  on  that 
faience,  with  directions  how  to 
choofe  the  belt  inlfruments,  and 
make  obfervations  lealf  liable  to 
error.  At  the  fame  city,  the  Abbe 
Marini  has  publilhed  44  The  An¬ 
cient  Infcriptiorts  of  the  Palaces  and 
Country  Houfes  of  the  Albani  Fa¬ 
mily,”  with  notes  ■  which  is  laid 
to  be  one  of  the  jnolt  curious  in 
its  kind  that  has  ever  appeared. 
44  An  Eulogy  in  honour  of  Captain 
Cook,”  read  before  the  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy  at  Florence,  has  appeared  at 
that  city  ;  the  author  is  M.  Gia- 
netti.  At  Faenza,  M.  Zaccaria 
has  republilhed,  in  two  volumes,  the 
44  Dillertations  Sacred  and  Pro¬ 
fane,’5  of  the  learned  Florentine 
antiquarian,  P.  Lupi  •  whole  cha¬ 
racter  is  well  known.  At  Florence 
the  fecond  volume  44  Op  Naviga¬ 
tion  Laws”  has  appeared,  and  the 
impatience  with  which  thofe  who 
had  read  the  firlf  waited  for  this 
work,  is  a  prefage  of  its  merit  and 
fuccels.  A  beautiful  edition  of 
44  Anacreon,  \yith  a  Latin  verlion, 
has  been  given  from  the  royal  prefs 
at  Parma,  and  is  faid  to  equal  any 
thing  which  the  typographical  art 
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has  hitherto  produced.  The  learn¬ 
ed  editor  Bodoni  has,  with  no  com¬ 
mon  erudition,  written  44  An  Eflay 
on  the  Life,  Character,  and  Death 
of  Anacreon,  his  Writings,  and  the 
Age  in  which  he  lived.’5  An  e- 
qually  beautiful  edition  of  44  Hefi- 
od”  has  iffiied  from  the  fame  prefs, 
with  the  excellent  Latin  verlion  ojt 
Abbe  Zamagna.  The  Italians,  and 
the  learned  world  in  general,  are  in¬ 
debted  for  both  to  the  royal  munifi¬ 
cence  of  the  arch-duke  Ferdinand. 

The  Abbe  Seraffi  has  publillied 
44  A  Life  of  Taflo,”  of  which  the 
Italian  reviewers  fpeak  in  high 
terms.  44  The  Phaoniad,”  a  tranR 
lation  of  new  found  hymns  and 
odes  of  Sappho,  from  Greek  into 
Italian  verfe,  has  appeared  at  Na->. 
pies  without  a  date  ;  the  probabili¬ 
ties  are,  that  they  are  fpurious. 
M.  Olfur,  one  of  the  literati  of 
Peterlburgh,  on  board  a  Ruffian 
vefTel  in  the  iEgean  Sea,  arrived  at 
the  ancient  Leucata,  whence, 
from  the  top  of  a  rock,  the  unhappy 
Sappho  is  laid  to  have  calf  herfelL 
M.  Olfur  was  dehrous  to  obferve 
if  any  remains  of  the  famous  Leu- 
cadian  Temple  of  Apollo  Hill  ex- 
ilfed  ;  his  curiolity  was  cbippletely 
fatisfied.  Among  other  monu¬ 
ments,  he  found  a  fragment  with  an 
ancient  infcription,  importing  that 
Sappho  had  been  buried  there* 
Defirous  of  farther  difcoveries,  he 
caufed  excavations  to  be  made  in 
the  environs,  where  he  had  the 
happinefs  to  find  a  hollow  ftone* 
in  which  papers  were  enclofed  con¬ 
taining  the  verfes  of  the  prefent 
translation.  This  appears  very  a- 
pochryphal,  yet  fuppofes  a  confix 
derable  fund  of  Greek  erudition  in 
the  impolfor,  and  a  refined  talfe. 
He  pretends  the  original  Greek  \s 
now  at  Peterlburgh,  among  the 
papers  of  the  late  M.  Olfur,  re* 
cently  dead  ;  the  learned  yvould  be 
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glad  they  were  made  public.  The 
fecond  and  lafl:  volume  of  M.  Pa- 
gano’s  44  Political  Eflays”  have  ap¬ 
peared  at  Naples,  and  difcover  con- 
iiderable  acutenefs  and  knowledge  ; 
but  perhaps  not  fufficient  attention 
to  the  liberties  of  mankind,  which 
writers  on  futh  fubjebts  ought,  but 
dare  not  always  pay. 

M.  D’lturriaga  having  been  at¬ 
tacked  for  difhonouring  himfelf,  his 
country,  and  all  mankind,  by  writ¬ 
ing  againf!  religious  tolerance,  has 
'been  weak  enough  to  defend  himfelf 
and  dodtrinc,  in  a  new  pamphlet  if- 
fued  from  Rome;  the  original  caufe 
of  which  was,  the  celebrated  cir¬ 
cular  letter  in  favour  of  tolera¬ 
tion  by  the  biiliop  of  Kcnigfgratz. 

The  twelfth  and  lafl  volume  of 
44  The  Florentine  Law  Deciiions,” 
have  appeared;  a  work  in  high  efli- 
mation  among  the  Italian  lawyers. 
Dr.  Paolini  has  publifhed  at  Flo- 
ence  a  44  Treatife  on  the  Legiti¬ 
mate  Freedom  of  Commerce,”  wri  t¬ 
ten  with  the  bell  views,  and  in  a 
limp  Ip  and  clear  ftvle. 

M.  Seftini,  beforementioned,  has 
alfo  written  44  Letters  of  a  Voyage 
In  the  Levant,  and  along  the  Coail 
of  Aha,  oppoiite  Conflantinople.” 
They  contain  many  curious  parti¬ 
culars,  more  efpecially  a  deicrip- 
tion  of  Mount  Olympus,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Brufla,  a  cele¬ 
brated  town  of  Bythinia.  At  Colie, 
in  Tufcany,  44  Memoirs  of  the 
Life  of  Metaftafio,  and  a  Eulogy 
on  Jomelli,”  by  M.  Matti,  have  ap¬ 
peared,  which  have  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  being  a  faithful  relation  of 
fadts.  The  eulogy  contains  a  hif- 
torical  parallel  of  the  progrels  of 
theatrical  mufic  and  poetry.  P. 
Biagi  has  publifhed  two  learned 
works,  the  one  on  44  Grecian  Re¬ 
mains,”  and  the  other  on  44  Athe¬ 
nian  Decrees,”  both  extradled  from 
the  celebrated  muleum  of  the  Na¬ 


ni  family  at  Venice,  which  difplay 
deep  erudition,  and  elucidate  the 
manners  of  the  ancient  Greeks. 
They  are  both  printed  at  Rome. 
The  work  on  44  Tufcan  Antiqui¬ 
ties,”  is  continued  at  Florence, 
where  volumes  XX.  and  XXI.  have 
lately  appeared.  P.  Ildephonfa  is 
indefatigable  in  his  refearches,  and 
by  his  knowledge  and  indufhy 
throws  light  on  lubjedls  that  to 
perfons  lefs  erudite  would  be  to¬ 
tally  inexplicable.  The  Abbe  Zen- 
drini  has  printed  at  Venice,  44  Re¬ 
flections  on  the  Origin  of  the  He¬ 
brew  Language,”  tending  to  prove 
it  was  not  the  language  of  Adam, 
but  of  the  Egyptians,  in  whofe 
country  the  defendants  of  Jacob 
remained  four  hundred  years*  At 
Rome  a  courfe  of  philofophy,  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  44  Philolophic  Dif- 
fertations,”  by  the  Abbe  Lafcaris, 
is  publifhing,  the  firft  and  fecond 
volumes  have  appeared.  The  ce¬ 
lebrated  Abbe  Giordani  has  pub- 
liflied  44  Memoirs  of  Alexander 
Sforza,”  well  authenticated,  and 
curious  ;  they  are  printed  at  Pelora. 
Abbe  Carli,  fecretary  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Mantua,  has  written  two 
diflertations,  the  one  on  the  44  Ar¬ 
gonaut  Expedition,”  and  the  other 
on  44  an  Antique  Bafio  Relievo, 
reprefen  ting  the  Medea  of  Euripi¬ 
des,”  preferved  in  the  Academy’s 
mufeum.  The  fourth  volume,  con¬ 
taining  the  44  Bafio  Relievos  of  the 
Mufeum  of  the  Capitol  at  Rome,” 
has  appeared,  and  is  one  of  the  moft 
magnificent  works  of  the  age,  for 
which  antiquaries,  artifls,  andcon- 
noifleurs,  have  been  impatiently 
waiting  thefe  thirty  years. 

From  Italian  literature,  we  mufl 
now  proceed  to  the  French,  which 
we  flrall  pafs  over  as  briefly  as  pof* 
Able.  Our  want  of  room  will  not 
fufter  us  to  pay  all  the  attention 
to  the  numerous  works  that  king¬ 
dom 


dbm  has  produced  which  thofe 
works  might  merit.  The  Abbe 
Proyart  has  written  the  u  Hiftory  of 
Stanifkus.  I.  King  of  Poland.5’ 
His  materials  are  laid  to  be  good, 
his  ftyle  Simple  and  clear  ;  but,  from 
the  .extracts  we  have  feen,  we  are 
miilaken  it  there  is  not  a  fpirit  of 
bigotry  in  the  work,  that  will  pre- 
vent  its  obtaining  any  great  rank  m 
the  world  of  literature.  The 
“  Aerobatic  Experiments  and  Me¬ 
moirs  of  M.  Faujas  de  Saint  Fond,” 
are  many  of  them  curious,  '!.  he 
enquiries  fince  the  frit  afcent  of 
balloons,  made  by  the  learned,  to 
find  if  fome  fuch  experiments  or 
invention  had  never  before  taken 
place,  have  led  to  various  difco- 
veries.  Among  the  reft  we  {hall 
extrath  the  following  as  curious  m 
its  kind.  The  experiments  made 
at  Lifoon  with  the  Montgolfier-bal- 
loon,  incited  the  literati  of  Portugal 
to  make  numerous  refearches  on 
the  fubjedi :  in  confequence  of 
which  they  pretend  that  the  honour 
of  the  invention  is  due  to  Portugal. 
They  fay  that  in  1720  a  Brazilian 
jefuit,  named  Bartholomew  Guf- 
mao,  po  fie  fled  of  abilities-,  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  addrefs,  by  permiffion 
of  John  V.  fabricated  a  balloon  in 
a  place  contiguous  to  the  royal 
palace,  and  one  day,  in  prefence  of 
their  majeflies  and  an  immenfe 
croud  of  fpedfators,  railed  himfelf, 
by  means  of  fire  lighted  in  the  ma¬ 
chine,  as  high  as  the  cornice  of  the 
building ;  but  through  the  neglL 
gence  and  want  of  experience  of 
thofe  who  held  the  cords,  the  ma¬ 
chine  took  an  oblique  direction, 
and,  touching  the  cornice,  burft 
and  fell.  The  balloon  was  in  the 
form  of  a  bird  with  a  tail  and 
wings.  The  inventor  propofed  to 
make  new  experiments,  but  chag¬ 
rined  at  the  railleries  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  who  palled  him  wiz* 


zard,  and  terrified  by  the  inqnift- 
tion,  lie  took  the  advice  of  his 
friends,  burnt  his  manufcripts,  dif- 
guifed  himfel-f,  and  fled  to  Spain, 
where  he  foon  after  died  in  a  hof- 
pital.  They  added,  that  feveral 
learned  men,  French  and  Englifh, 
who  had  been  to  Lifbon  to  verify 
the  faff,  had  made  enquiries  in  the 
Carmelite  monaftery, where  Guflmao 
had  a  brother,  who  had  preferred 
fome  of  his  manufcripts,  on  the 
manner  of  conftrucfting  aerobatic 
machines.  Various  living  perfons 
affirm,  they  were  prefcnt  at  the  ]e~ 
fuit’s  experiment,  and  that  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  furname  of  P'oador,  or 
the  flying  man.  4 4  The  Works  of 
Du  Val,  Keeper  of  the  Imperial 
Cabinet  of  Medals,  with  his  Life 
and  Letters,”  will  invite  but  few 
people  to  read  them,  who  fuppofe 
that  they  only  treat  on  medals  and 
antiquities  ;  but  the  man  himfelf 
was  fo  extraordinary,  though  lo 
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little  known*,  that  we  imagine  his 
memoirs  may  pleafe  all  readers. 
He  was  the  fon  of  a  poor  day-la¬ 
bourer,  an  orphan  at  ten  years  of 
age,  and,  for  want  of  work,  obliged 
to  leave  his  country  at  fourteen. 
The  hardfliips  he  underwent  to  pro-*, 
cure  food,  and  acquire  knowledge, 
were  truly  aftonifliing.  He  was  at 
lad,  however,  fo  far  rewarded,  as 
to  be  protected  by,  and  live  in  the 
court  of  the  emperor,  at  Vienna, 
with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  the 
utmoft  familiarity  ;  yet  fo  little  was 
he  , dazzled  or  delighted  by  the 
fplendor  of  a  palace,  that  one  day 
when  the  arclrduchefles  palfed  by 
him,  their  brother,  the  emperor, 
aiked  Du  Val  if  he  knew  thofe  la¬ 
dies  ;  to  which  he  with  naivete  an- 
fwered,  No.  I  am  not  furprifed  you 
do  not,  replied  the  prince,  my  lif¬ 
ters  are  not  antiques.  His  life 
contains  a  thoufand  aftonifliing  and 
purious  particulars. 
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A  (mail  mythological  work  has 
been  publilhed  at  Paris,  written  by 
Mr  de  Landine,  entitled  44  The 
Hell  of  the  Ancients,  or,  A  Hif- 
tory  of  their  Infernal  Deities,  &c.” 
The  apologues  and  tales  of  the 
Abbe  Blanchet  are  known  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  the  belt  of  them  having 
been  already  tranflated  ;  they  are 
entitled  44  Tales,  Anecdotes,  Apo¬ 
logues,  &c.”  M.  Savary’s  44  Let¬ 
ters  on  Egypt,”  are  now  completed 
in  three  volumes;  they  have  had  the 
greatefl  fuccefs  in  France,  which 
they  juftly  ddervea.  The  author’s 
knowledge  of  ancient  literature, 
aided  by  his  travels  into  the  coun¬ 
try  he  delcribes,  make  his  work 
truly  valuable  ;  u  The  Memoirs  of 
the  famous  Baron  de  Tott”  have 
fcarcely  found  more  readers  in 
France,  than  46  The  Letters  on  E- 
gypt.”  The  academic  collection 
of  44  Select  Memoirs  of  the  moft 
celebrated  Societies  in  Europe,” 
printed  at  Paris,  is  flill  continued  ; 
the  VII.  VIII.  and  IXth  volumes 
have  appeared.  M.  Berrenger  has 
given  a  continuation  of  his  44  Let¬ 
ters  on  Provence  they  are  de¬ 
scriptive  of  this  part  of  France  and 
its  natural  productions,  Thellld. 
and  IVth  volumes  of  M.  Muftel’s 
44  Treatife  on  the  Theory  and 
Pradlice  of  Vegetation,”  are  pub- 
lifhed  at  Rouen  and  Paris  ;  the 
work  is  highly  efteemed,  and  the 
author’s  knowledge  of  agriculture 
aid  gardening,  have  obtained  him 
the  refpedt  of  Europe. 

The  44  Philofophic  and  literary 
Mifcellanies”  of  counfellor  Gin 
are  the  work  rather  of  a  labori¬ 
ous  man  than  a  man  of  geni¬ 
us.  France  abounds  in  periodical 
works  :  at  prefent  a  univerfal  col¬ 
lection  of  memoirs  particularly  re¬ 
lative  to  the  hittory  of  France  are 
coming  out  monthly  at  Paris. 
The  French  journaliils  praife  the 


editors  highly  for  their  care,  judg¬ 
ment  and  tafte  in  the  feledtion. 

44  Letters  on  France,  England 
and  Italy,  by  Count  FL  Cham¬ 
berlain  to  his  Imperial  Majefly,” 
appear  from  the  extracts  we  have 
feen,  to  be  written  with  confider- 
able  t&Ee  and  intelligence.  They 
are  publifhed  at  Geneva  and  Leige. 
The  Abbe  Brizard  has  given  a 
Small  tract  on  the  love  of  Flenry 
IV.  for  literature.  It  had  ufually 
been  fuppofed  this  favourite  mon¬ 
arch  of  the  French  was  but  little 
addicted  to  letters.  The  Abbe, 
jealous  of  the  glory  of  the  good 
king,  has  endeavoured  to  refeue 
his  memory  from  the  wrong  which 
he  conceives  done  to  it  by  this 
opinion.  The  nrfl,  Second,  and 
third  volumes  of  a  hiflorical  eflay 
on  the  Teutonic  order  of  knight- 
hood  have  appeared  at  Paris,  and 
contain  a  fund  of  hiflorical  know¬ 
ledge,  and  a  multiplicity  of  inter- 
re fling  facts  but  little  known.  The 
fecond  part  of  the  Memoirs  of  the 
academy  of  Dijon,  for  the  year 
1783  contains  many  valuable  me¬ 
moirs.  44  The  Life  of  Andrea 
Doria,”  written  by  M.  Richer,  is 
interefling  from  its  Subject.  The 
fame  author  has  written  the  lives  of 
John  Bart,  Cornelius  VanTromp, 
Duguay  Trouin,  and  De  Forbin. 
The  famous  Marmontel  has  given 
the  world  his  44  Memoir  on  Lan¬ 
guages,”  read  before  the  French  a- 
cademy, where  it  met  all  the  applaufe 
an  author  of  fuch  eilablifhed  fame 
had  reafon  to  expect.  We  cannot, 
however,  forbear  faying,  the  learn¬ 
ed  fecretary  fucceeds  much  better 
when  analyzing  bis  own  language 
than  thofe  of  foreign  nations ; 
the  Englifh  efpecially,  concerning 
which  we  dare  affirm  he  is  fre¬ 
quently  erroneous.  Mellieurs  de 
la  Chau  and  la  Blond  have  prefent- 
ed  the  connojfleurs  with  their  le-» 
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cond  volume  of  engraved  precious 

Hones  in  the  cabinet  of  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  which,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  is  with  regard  to  the 
plates,  one  of  the  belt  executed  of 
the  kind.  M.  HelTen  has  print¬ 
ed  a  “  Memoir  on  the  Art  of 
Watch-making, ”  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  royal  academy  of 
iciences  at  Paris.  A  quarto 
pamphlet  by  M.  Vicq-d’azyr, 
containing  the  eulogies  of  Mef- 
fieurs  Fothergill,  Montigny,  Du 
Hamel,  Pringle,  Dr.  Hunter,  and 
Sanchez,  all  medical  men,  has 
been  given  from  one  of  the  royal 
preffes  at  Paris.  The  fourth  vo¬ 
lume  of  fermons  of  father  Elyfee 
is  publiflied.  The  author  is  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  one  of  the  mod 
eloquent  of  the  French  preachers 
of  the  prefent  age,  and  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  his  difcourfes  is  rather 
that  of  reafon,  precilion,  and 
mildnefs,  than  of  the  thundering 
oratory  of  Bourdaloue  or  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  Mailillorr.  M.  de  Cha- 
banon,  of  Paris  has  given  his 
countrymen  “  A  treatife  on  Mulie 
confidcred  in  itfelf,  and  the  rela¬ 
tion  it  bears  to  Words,  Languages, 
Poetry,  and  the  theatre.  The  au¬ 
thor’s  literary  talents  are  well 
known,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
of  the  value  of  the  prefent  perfor¬ 
mance.  The  XIX.  and  XXth.  vo¬ 
lumes  of  the  Abbe  Berault-Ber- 
cad  el’s  church  hiflory  appertain 
to  the  year  17.85,  and  conclude  the 
work.  Thefe  two  volumes  com¬ 
prehend  a  general  hillory  of  the 
church  from  the  council  of  Trent 
to  the  year  16304  Madame  de 
Genlis  “  Theatre”  for  the  Ufe  of 
young  Perfons  is  known  in  Eng¬ 
land  by  a  tranflation  under  the 
title  of  “  Sacred  Dramas.”  The 
high  and  well  deferved  reputation 
of  the  author  leaves  no  doubt  con¬ 
cerning  the  merits  of  the  work  ; 
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her  writings  are  in  general  fuch 
as  parents,  guardians  and  teachers 
fhould  encourage  youth  to  read  by 
every  means  in  their  power.  “  A 
Catalogue  of  the  Works  on  Mineral 
Waters  in  general,  and  on  thofe  of 
France  in  particular,  by  M.  Car- 
rere  Paris.”  The  title  of  the  au¬ 
thor  would  fcareely  leave  the  read¬ 
er  to  imagine  that  a  character  of 
each  work  is  given,  but  fuch  is  the 
tact.  “The  claffic  Books  of  China 
collected  by  father  Noel,  preceded 
by  Obfervations,  Paris,  volumes 
III.  and  IV.”  The  two  fir  11  vo¬ 
lumes  were  written  by  Abbe  PI  li¬ 
quet.  “  An  AbltraCt  of  the  Life 
and  Works  of  Francis  le  Fort, 
prime  Mmifter  of  Peter  the  Great.” 
The  nature  of  the  fubjeCt  makes 
this  work  interelHng,  if  the  mate¬ 
rials  are  authentic,  as  they  are 
laid  to  be.  To  la  Fort  the  revo¬ 
lutions  made  in,  and  the  civiliza¬ 
tion  of  Ruiiia,  may  be  attributed, 
at  lead  lb  his  biographer  afferts, 
and  he  has  not  been  the  hrft  who 
made  this  alTertion.  La  Fort  was 
a  citizen  of  Geneva.  “An  Ab- 
HraCt  of  the  Experiments  made  on 
Corn,  by  Order  of  Louis  XV.  at 
Trianon  a  fhort  but  excellent 
Pamphlet,  printed  bv  Moutard, 
at  Paris.  “  Letters  by  an  Algerine 
Captive  freed  from  Slavery  by  the 
Canons  of  Saint  Trinity,  Paris.” 
The  Marquis  de  Condorcet,  fo 
well  and  fo  defervedly  known  to 
the  literary  world,  has  publillicd 
“  An  EfTay  on  the  analytic  Appli¬ 
cation  of  the  probability  of  De- 
ciiions  by  a  Plurality  of  Voices.” 
This  work  bears,  very  jutlly,  a 
high  character  among  the  French 
mathematicians.  A  moll:  remark¬ 
able  poem  has  appeared  by  M.  de 
Piis  on  the  imitative  harmony  of 
the  French  lancm-a-ge,  We  lav 
remarkable,  bccaiue  in  fearch  of 
harmony  its  author  fee  ms  to  have 
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fun  into  every  kind  of  error.  One 
of  his  chief  modes  of  producing 
harmony  is  bv  harfli  and  eternal 
alliteration,  which,  though  one 
of  the  inferior  beauties  of  poetry, 
when  introduced  by  a  mailer  of  his 
art,  is  one  of  its  grealeft  defects, 
thus  employed.  M.  de  Piis,  not- 
withfhmding,  poiieffes  confiderable 
entnuftaim  and  invention,  two  of 
the  firft  qualities  of  a  poet,  but  he 
has  bellowed  them  either  improper¬ 
ly,  or  on  a  barren  fubject,  “  Let¬ 
ters  critical  and  political,  on  the 
Colonies  and  Commerce  of  the 
maritime  Towns  of  France,  addreft- 
ed  to  the  Abbe  Raynal,  Paris.” 
The  intention  of  the  work  is  to 
controvert  fome  of  the  Abbe  llay- 
nal’s  ftridlures  and  opinions  re- 
fpediing  France  and  her  colonies. 

“  An  Account  .of  the  Works  of 
Gafper  Schott  Jefuit,”  by  the  Abbe 
deSt.Leger,  Paris.  Gafper  Schott 
was  a  famous  experimental  pliilo- 
fopher,  and  fearcher  into  the  fecrets 
of  nature  and  arts  ;  believed  many 
fables,  rejected  others,  and  endea¬ 
voured  frequently  to  promote  the 
t ntere its  of  fcience  ;  he  died  in 
1 666.  M.  Boiffi  has  publifhed 
(i  Critical  DifTertations  on  the  Jew- 
ifli  Hiftory,”  by  way  of  fupplement 
to  Bafnage.  The  Abbe  Teffier  has 
alfo  publifhed  “  Experiments  on 
the  Smut  in  Wheat from  which 
he  deduces  that  quick-lime  is  the 
only  agent  that  can  effectually  pre¬ 
vent  the  difeafe.  The  proportions 
are  nine  pounds  of  new  quick-lime 
to  about  fifty  quarts  of  water,  for 
two  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
weight  of  wheat.  “  An  Hiftorical 
Account  of  the  Genius  and  Cha- 
radfer  of  the  French  Literati,  with 
a  Collection  of  their  Sayings  and 
Literary  Anecdotes/’  by  M.  Taille- 
fer,  Paris.  A  work  ufeful  to  the 
colledlors  of  anecdotes  and  lovers 
of  biography.  M.  Gamier  con¬ 


tinues  publiftiing  his  “  Hiftory  of 
France,”  the  XXIX.  and  XXX. 
volumes  have  appeared.  One  of 
the  chief  amufements  of  the  French 
at  prefent,  is  to  elucidate  Anony¬ 
mous  words.  The  Abbe  Girard’s 
excellent  Work  on  that  fubjedt  has 
long  been  known.  A  refpedtable 
rival  has  lately  rifen ;  the  Abbe 
Ron  baud  has  publifhed  “  French 
Synonymes,”  in  four  volumes,  and 
his  work  has  met  the  applaufe  of 
his  nation.  The  “  Adventures  of 
Frifo”  ia  a  French  tranflation  from 
a  Dutch  epic  poem.  A  Email  tradf 
called  “  An  ElFay  on  Love,”  print¬ 
ed  at  Amfterdam,  but  to  be  had  at 
Paris  like  wife,  is  laid  to  be  a  work 
of  tafte,  feeling,  and  philofophy. 
“  Caroline  of  Lichtfield”  is  a  novel 
that  has  defervedly  had  the  greatefl 
fuccefs  in  France ;  it  has  already 
run  through  feveral  editions,  and 
its  bed  property  is,  that  while  it 
delights  the  mind  and  affedts  the 
heart,  it  does  no  injury  to  moral 
condubt  ;  but  on  the  contray,  in- 
fpires  a  true  and  ftncere  love  of 
virtue.  It  is  already  known  in 
England  by  a  tranflation.  Hifto¬ 
rical  and  Critical  Memoirs  of  the 
life  and  writings  of  Voltaire,  is 
another  tranflation  from  the  French 
of  a  very  entertaining  and  authen¬ 
tic  work. 

Spanifh  literature  though  it  does 
not  ftand  ftill,  makes  not  the  rapid 
advances  that  might  be  wiflied. 
The  means  of  procuring  Spanifh 
books  being  few,  we  fltall  juft  give  a 
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lift  of  l'uch  as  have  come  to  our 
knowledge.  The  'firft:  volume  of  a 
“  Hiftory  of  the  European  Colo¬ 
nies,”  by  Odoardo  Mala  de  Luque, 
that  is  to  fav,  the  anagram  being  in- 
terpreted,  the  duke  of  Almodovar, 
faid  to  be  a  good  work.  “  Eflai  of  a 
Spanifli  Library,”  or  rather  on 
Spanifli  literature,  volume  the  firft, 
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by  Don  Sempere,  contains,  as  far 
as  it  goes,  a  good  account  of  Spa- 
nifh  authors  and  their  progrefa  in 
the  arts  and  fciences.  44  Rudi¬ 
ments  of  Naval  TaCtics,”  by  Don 
Salazar.  The  44  Poems  of  Don 
Valdez  “A  Volume  of  New 

Comedies  44  A  Colledlion  of 
Chronicles,  or  Memoirs  on  Spanifh 
Hiftory,”  many  of  them  from  fcarce 
MSS/  “  Odes”  by  Leon  D’Ar- 
roixal.  All  the  above  are  publifh- 
ed  at  Madrid.  44  Political,  Mili¬ 
tary,  and  Moral  Inftrudtions,”  by 
Don  Copons,  printed  at  Murcia. 
44  A  Tra.Ct  on  the  Art  of  making 
Wine,”  by  Don  jofeph  Navaro, 
Barcelona  ;  44  Difcourfes  read  be¬ 
fore  the  Royal  Society  of  Oviedo,” 
Madrid.  44  Memoirs  of  the  econo¬ 
mical  Royal  Society  of  Majorca,” 


printed  at  Palma,  in  thte  ifiand  of 
Majorca.  The  above  are  the  pub¬ 
lications  come  to  our  knowledge, 
beiides  which  there  is  a  44  Periodi¬ 
cal  journal”  publifhed  at  Madrid 
monthly,  containing  meteorolo¬ 
gical,  medical,  and  chirurgical  ob¬ 
servations  ;  an  account  of  what 
paffes  in  the  royal  academy  of  Ma¬ 
drid  ;  thefes  and  other  fcholaftic 
exercifes  of  the  univerfities  ;  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  feftivals,  religious 
and  others  ;  exfra£ts  of  royal  e- 
diCts  ;  a  lift  of  theatrical  exhibi¬ 
tions  ;  accounts  of  fires,  new  build¬ 
ings,  and  other  temporary  mat¬ 
ters  ;  together  with  a  lift  of  new 
publications,  but  without  any  cha¬ 
racter  of  them  whatever  :  fuch  are 
the  contents  of  this  journal. 
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